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MONTREAL: Second Andy Murray breezed to a
6-3 6-0 semi-final victory over Kei Nishikori on
Saturday to set up a final with Novak Djokovic at
the Rogers Cup in Montreal.

Top seed Djokovic defeated unseeded Jeremy
Chardy of France 6-4 6-4 in the earlier semi-final. A
three-time champion on the Canadian hardcourts,
Djokovic has a 19-8 career record against Murray
and has won their last eight meetings since the
Scot beat Djokovic in the 2013 Wimbledon final.
Murray has claimed two Canadian titles. Djokovic,
who received treatment on a sore right elbow sev-
eral times during changeovers, showed no signs
of distress on the court as he dismissed Chardy in
a tidy one hour, 20 minutes to run his record to 10-
0 against the Frenchman. “I didn’t allow Jeremy to
find his forehand too much; one break per set was
enough to win the match, could have done some
things better but a win is a win,” said Djokovic,
who did not face a break point the entire match.
“It the (elbow trouble) comes and goes, now is not
very pleasant.

“Every day is a new day, I try to bury the pain,
play with the pain, it is part of what we do.” He
said it was par for the course for every athlete in
professional sport to have “something troubling”
him. Chardy, who needed three hours and three
tiebreaks to get past John Isner in the quarter-
finals, got the match off to a shaky start when he
handed Djokovic a break, with the help of a cou-
ple of double faults, to open the match.

That was all Djokovic would need with Chardy
unable to apply kind of any pressure. Djokovic
got the only break of the second set in the fifth
game and then held serve as Chardy again left
the court without taking a set from the Serb. It

was a welcome low-stress match for the Serbian,
who was pushed the brink of elimination in his
Friday quarter-final, during which he survived
two match points to beat 87th-ranked Latvian
Ernests Gulbis. In the late semi-final, Nishikori
appeared to be fatigued in the second set as
Murray won 12 of the final 13 points.

“I think I’m more tired,” the Japanese fourth
seed said. “Everything was sore these couple of
days. Today it got a little bit worst so I couldn’t
really move 100 per cent. “Especially after the first
set, I was feeling it more and more. At the begin-
ning of the first set I was okay, but after that I
wasn’t the same player.” — Reuters

Murray downs Nishikori

TORONTO: World number one Serena Williams was
dumped out of the Rogers Cup semi-finals 3-6 7-5
6-4 by rising Swiss talent Belinda Bencic, who will
meet Simona Halep in Sunday’s final after the
Romanian second seed beat Sara Errani in straight
sets.

Saturday’s defeat was just the second in 45
matches this season for Williams, who has won the
first three grand slams of the year and will be
favourite for a fourth when the U.S. Open kicks off
at the end of the month. The unseeded Bencic, who
also beat former world number ones Caroline
Wozniacki and Ana Ivanovic in Toronto, wore a look
of disbelief after the 18-year-old’s forehand winner
whizzed past Williams to seal the match.

Bencic dropped her racket and covered her face
with her hands before the tears started to flow. “I
can’t believe it now,” said Bencic said. “The first set
was just too fast for me, I think. But then I adapted
to the game in the second set, and then I was just
fighting. I mean I had 5-1 (in the third set). I’m so
happy. It’s amazing.”

Bencic will play for title against Halep, who beat
Italian Errani 6-4 6-4 in the other semi-final. “I’m not
thinking about the title right now,” said Bencic. “I
have to recover from today.”

There looked to be little danger for Williams as
she blazed to a 5-1 lead in the opening set and
took it in just 33 minutes. Bencic played much bet-
ter in the final few games of the set, however, and
carried that momentum into the second, where she
took control after the score was tied at 3-3.

Bencic built a 5-1 lead of her own in the decider
but Williams then won three games in a row. The
Swiss composed herself and broke the 33-year-old
American to win the match.

Halep, playing her first event since a shock first
round exit at Wimbledon, was happy to escape
with a straight sets win in one hour, 35 minutes.
“I’m completely dead now, it was a very tough
match,” said an exhausted Halep, who dropped to
the court when Errani’s return sailed long. “She
played amazing, she was running everywhere for
all the balls. “I did everything I could to finish in two
sets because in the third one I don’t know what
would happen.” — Reuters

BRNO: Spain’s Jorge Lorenzo won the
Czech Republic MotoGP race in Brno yes-
terday to level Yamaha teammate
Valentino Rossi at the top of the overall
championship standings after 11 out of
18 races.

Fellow Spaniard Marc Marquez, the
reigning champion and winner of the
previous two races, finished second
ahead of Rossi. Lorenzo clocked 42min
53.042sec on the 22 laps of the 5.4-kilo-
metre (3.36-mile) circuit,  finishing
4.462sec ahead of Honda’s Marquez and
10.397sec clear of Rossi.

Both Lorenzo and Rossi have 211
points at the top of the overall standings
but Lorenzo has won five races this sea-
son against three wins for the Italian
superstar. Marquez in third has 159
points following a lacklustre start to the
season.

“Luckily I had a little more pace than
Marc and I could win this very important
victory for the championship,” said
Lorenzo, the 2010 and 2012
champion.”Now I lead the championship
with Valentino and for Marc it is more dif-
ficult now to recover.”

The first non-Honda rider to win at
Brno since his own victory here in 2010,
Lorenzo already dominated the free
practice sessions in the southern Czech
city before smashing the circuit record in
qualifying on Saturday.

On the hot, dry Sunday afternoon, the
28-year-old led all the way from pole
position, with Marquez nestled in right
behind him.

But unlike at Indianapolis last week-
end, Marquez never got a chance to get
past Lorenzo, who gradually started to
broaden the gap.

Riding on two medium compound
tyres, Lorenzo said he “was a bit worried
at the end of the race” as the bike slid in
traction, forcing him to “be careful with
the throttle.”

Marquez admitted that “it was really
difficult to win the race” given Lorenzo’s
pace. “But my target was try to win (fin-
ish) in front of Valentino and I did,” added

the 22-year-old 2013 and 2014 champi-
on. “In the beginning I tried to follow
(Lorenzo) and I knew that with the new
tyres I could do it the first five or six laps
but when the tyres dropped we strug-
gled with the grip.

“I just forgot about Jorge and tried to
keep the distance with Valentino.  Today
we did the maximum. I’m happy for the
result,” added Marquez, who won at Brno
in 2013.

Rossi, who has made it on to the podi-
um in all races so far this season, got off
to a poor start, losing two positions from
third on the grid as Lorenzo and Marquez
sped ahead.

“Unfortunately my start was bad and I
lost some time in the first laps,” said the
36-year-old, who has won nine champi-
onship titles across all categories.

“Jorge and Marc were faster than me
and I was a bit in trouble to ride the bike
so I tried to push but I wasn’t fast and
strong enough to stay with them,” he
added, refusing to blame his choice of
the hard tyre option on both wheels.

“I chose the best tyre for me during
the practice, not to go faster in the sec-
ond half of the race,” said Rossi, who has
won five top-class races at Brno, the last
one in 2009. 

Andrea Iannone on a Ducati finished
fourth ahead of 2014 Brno winner Dani
Pedrosa on a Honda and fellow Italian
and Ducati teammate Andrea Dovizioso.

Pedrosa worked his way up through
the pack from ninth at the start following
a heavy crash in Friday’s practice in
which he injured his left foot. 

In Moto2, championship leader
Johann Zarco of France took the honours
ahead of Spaniards Tito Rabat and Alex
Rins. And in Moto3, I taly ’s Niccolo
Antonelli took a maiden victory ahead of
compatriot Enea Bastianini and South
African rider Brad Binder in a race sus-
pended for half an hour following a
series of crashes that required a re-start.
The next MotoGP event is the Great
Britain grand prix at Silverstone on
August 30. — AFP

Lorenzo wins 
Czech MotoGP

BRNO: Yamaha rider Jorge Lorenzo from Spain celebrates his victory in the MotoGP
race at the Motorcycle Grand Prix of the Czech Republic at the Masaryk circuit. — AP

MONTREAL: Andy Murray, of Britain returns to Kei Nishikori of Japan during the semifinals at
the Rogers Cup tennis tournament.  — AP

Swiss teen shocks Serena in Toronto 

TORONTO: Belinda Bencic, of Switzerland, reacts after defeating Serena Williams of the United
States, during the Rogers Cup semifinal tennis tournament. — AP

SYDNEY: Australia captured the Netball World
Cup for the 11th time yesterday, surviving a
late fight back from New Zealand to win the
final 58-55. The New Zealanders outscored the
Australians in each of the last three quarters
but were unable to erase a nine-goal deficit

from the opening quarter.
Australian goal shooter Caitlin Bassett

netted 48 of her 51 shots while goal attack
Natalie Medhurst made 10 of 13 for the
Diamonds. The Silver Ferns had 11 more shots
at goal than the Australians but were less

accurate, with goal attack Maria Tutaia landing
38 of 53 attempts and goal shooter Bailey Mes
draining 17 from 22.    For the Australians, the
win marked their 11th title from 14 editions of
the tournaments, dating back to 1963, and
their third in a row.    New Zealand finished

runners-up for the third time in succession
after winning the tournament outright in
1967, 1987 and 2003 and being declared joint-
champions with Australia and Trinidad and
Tobago in 1979. England easily beat Jamaica
66-44 to win the bronze medal match at

Sydney’s SuperDome, one of the venues for
the 2000 Olympics. Trailing by five goals at the
end of the first quarter, the Roses took the
lead in the second quarter and cruised to vic-
tory, with goal shooter Joanne Harten chalk-
ing up 52 goals. — Reuters

Australia win Netball  World Cup final
SYDNEY: Australian players celebrate after winning the Netball World Cup in Sydney yesterday. Australia defeated New Zealand in their final match 58-55. — AP


