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On the day US and Iranian negotia-
tors reached a historic nuclear
agreement last month, Hadi

Partovi threw an impromptu party in his
backyard outside Seattle, setting in
motion a rare expression of solidarity
among the country’s most prominent
Iranian-Americans. Partovi, who has
invested in or advised some of the most
well-known global companies, including
Facebook, Airbnb, and Uber, invited fel-
low Iranian-Americans to his home to
celebrate the agreement, which if imple-
mented, would restrict Iran’s nuclear pro-
gram in exchange for lifting economic
sanctions on the country. “Roughly 100
strangers I ’d never met came to my
house to celebrate, and I realized this
was a unique moment for Iranian-
Americans to stand up together,” said
Partovi, who immigrated to the United
States as a child in 1984.

Afterward, Partovi organized the
drafting of a public letter to the
American people from prominent
Iranian-Americans in technology, busi-
ness, literature, the arts and entertain-
ment. Published this week as an adver-
tisement in The New York Times, the let-
ter - signed by current and former execu-
tives from Twitter, Google, Dropbox and
Citigroup, among others - expressed sup-
port for the nuclear agreement as a
“unique opportunity for Americans and

Iranians to connect.” The 24 original sign-
ers spanned the political spectrum and
would likely disagree on other issues,
Partovi said. By Wednesday, the list of
signatories had swelled to 1,500.

The letter, in part, read: “Diplomacy
with Iran has the potential to do much
more than prevent a war. ... It creates a
chance for Americans and Iranians to cre-
ate a brighter future that benefits all of
our children.” The nuclear deal between
Iran and six world powers is a major
achievement for President Barack Obama
and could reset Iran’s relations with the
West, but it has opponents in the US
Congress, where Obama has work to do.
The letter’s organizers and signers said it
was significant for being perhaps the first
unified, non-partisan statement of its
kind by Iranian-Americans, who can be
reticent about embracing their back-
ground and speaking up on political
issues.

“We wanted to make this personal,”
said Hamid Biglari, 56, a former executive
at Citicorp, who helped organize the let-
ter.  “What struck many of us was the
massive campaign that was being waged
against the deal by many lobby groups,
and we felt that much of that campaign
was misguided.” Biglari said he returned
to Iran in 2014 for the first time in 35
years, following the election of President
Hassan Rouhani, a moderate elected on a
platform of lifting sanctions on Iran and
improving its relations with the world. “I

came to the conclusion that this was real
and that the time had come to break
through this logjam that had existed for
so long,” Biglari said. “If this opportunity
goes by we will always regret it.”

No single political viewpoint
Estimates of the Iranian-American

population range from half a million to 1
million, according to the Public Affairs
Alliance of Iranian Americans, an advoca-
cy group. Significant communities reside
in southern California, the San Francisco
Bay area and New York. Many came to
the United States after the 1979 Islamic
revolution. In interviews, signers of the
letter said the community is deeply frac-
tured over Iranian politics.

“We don’t mention in the letter
President Obama, because some of the
people signing the letter are not fans of
President Obama,” Partovi said. “It was
very important to me to not make it a let-
ter by Democrats or by fans of any
regime or any single political point.”
Those who have added their names to
the letter include the inventor of LASIK
eye surgery, a state senator, a NASA engi-
neer, start-up founders and professors.
Maz Jobrani, a comedian who signed the
letter, said it was one of the first times so
many Iranian-Americans had come
together. “There are Republicans and
Democrats, scientists and performers, all
kinds in this,” he said.

Another signer, Mark Zandi, chief

economist at Moody’s Analytics and who
has advised both the Obama administra-
tion and Republican Senator John
McCain’s presidential campaign, said that
while he comments often on economic
affairs, this was the first time he was ven-
turing into foreign policy. “I signed on
because I think the deal is in the best
interest of the United States,” said Zandi,
who is a registered Democrat and whose
father is Iranian. “It’s not a perfect deal,
but it’s infinitely better than no deal, and
will significantly reduce the odds that
Iran will obtain or even want a nuclear
weapon in the future,” he said. Congress
has until Sept 17 to act on the agree-
ment. If lawmakers disapprove it, they
could take away Obama’s ability to waive
many US sanctions and implement key
provisions.

Anti-deal activist groups are expected
to spend millions of dollars lobbying law-
makers on the deal. Dara Khosrowshahi,
chief executive of online travel company
Expedia Inc, said he does not normally
take public political stances but this issue
had special personal resonance for him.
He immigrated to the United States from
Iran in the late 1970s. “For the Iranian
people not to have the chance to experi-
ence what America has to offer, the spirit
and the openness, would be a real
shame,” said Khosrowshahi, 46. “There is a
chance to open the dialogue between
the people of Iran and the West, and it’s a
point in time that’s unique.” —Reuters
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The birth of the United Nations, the death of colonial empires
and the first steps towards the European Union are all lega-
cies of World War II.

New institutions 
Succeeding the League of Nations, which failed to prevent

World War II, the United Nations Organisation is created in San
Francisco on June 26, 1945. Its executive Security Council has 15
members, five of which are permanent and hold veto powers.
They represent the victorious nations: Britain, China, France, the
Soviet Union and the United States. The UN has a mandate to
guarantee global peace and security and sets up an intervention
force dubbed “blue helmets.” On the economic front, the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is founded in July 1944 to
guarantee global financial stability. The World Bank rounds out
the trio of new institutions in December 1945, with a mandate to
assist the reconstruction of Europe and Japan.

Human rights 
In response to Nazi war crimes, the UN General Assembly

adopts the Universal Declaration of Human Rights on December
10, 1948.The concept of Crimes Against Humanity is defined in
the charter of the International Military Tribunal in Nuremberg,
which tried Nazi leaders in 1945-46.  According to the
International Criminal Court (ICC) which came into being in 2002,
crimes against humanity can include “acts committed as part of a
widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian pop-
ulation”; murder, extermination, enslavement, deportation or the
forcible transfer of populations, torture, rape.

Superpowers face off 
The main victors of the war, the Soviet Union and the United

States move from being allies to adversaries. From 1945 to 1949,
the Communist Party takes over in countries liberated by
Moscow’s forces. In March 1946, Winston Churchill deplores an
“Iron Curtain” that separates Europe in two. On June 5, 1949, then
US secretary of state George Marshall launches a huge economic
aid program for Europe that draws Moscow’s ire. The subsequent
Cold War lasts until most communist regimes collapse in late
1989.  On April 4, 1949, the North Atlantic Treaty Organization
(NATO) is created in Washington to ensure a common defense of
western Europe. On May 4, 1955, Eastern Europe counters with
the Warsaw Pact.

Germany, Japan under tutelage 
After the Third Reich surrenders on May 8, 1945, Germany is

divided into four zones under the control of Britain, France, the US
and USSR.  At the Potsdam Conference in August 1945, the Allied
powers decide to dismantle Germany’s army and confiscate
industrial assets to pay for war compensation. In May 1949, three
zones under western tutelage become the Federal Republic of
Germany. The following October, the Soviet zone becomes the
German Democratic Republic. Full German reunification must
wait until 1990.  After Japan surrenders in September 1945 it loses
some territories. The US drafts a new constitution that takes effect
on May 3, 1947. In September 1951, the Treaty of San Francisco
returns Japan’s sovereignty and its right to self defense. US forces
remain stationed in the country however.

The nuclear threat 
On August 6 and 9, 1945, the US drops atomic bombs on

Hiroshima and Nagasaki and Japan swiftly surrenders. The USSR
becomes a nuclear power in 1949, followed by Britain in 1952,
France in 1960 and China in 1964.  Nuclear deterrence, the threat
of global destruction, becomes a core defense strategy in the Cold
War. It continues to represent the foundation of global order.

Towards European Union
The oldest European organization, the Council of Europe, is

created on May 5, 1949 by 10 former warring countries to pro-
mote democratic stability in Europe.  On April 18, 1951, the found-
ing acts of the EU, the Treaty of Paris, created the European Coal
and Steel Community with Belgium, France, Germany, Italy,
Luxembourg and the Netherlands as members. By binding their
means of production together, France and Germany make it
almost impossible to wage war against each other again.

End of colonial empires 
After World War II, colonial empires built by Britain, France and

the Netherlands crumble as growing nationalist movements push
for independence.  India becomes independent in 1947,
Indonesia in 1949, and Vietnam in 1954.  From 1945 until 1974,
the so-called Baby Boom, a global surge in births, coincides with
sustained global growth that is cut short by oil price spikes in 1973
and 1979.

Birth of Israel
After the Holocaust, Jewish refugees move en masse to

Palestine. On May 14, 1948, Britain’s mandate over the region
expires and David Ben Gurion immediately declares the inde-
pendence of the state of Israel. Arab armies move against the
new state and more than 700,000 Palestinians are pushed into
exile. —AFP

Issues

Legacies of WWII

Questions keep swirling about the
electronic correspondence of
Democratic presidential hopeful

Hillary Clinton, whose use of a private
email account while secretary of state
has dogged her on the campaign trail.
In the latest development, Clinton has
agreed to turn over her private server to
the Federal Bureau of Investigation,
after months of refusal. Here is what is
known-and unknown-about the emails
and the controversy that has lingered.

The basics
Clinton sent and received a total of

62,320 emails during her 2009-2013
stint as top diplomat, to and from a pri-
vate account that she said she used out
of “convenience” in lieu of an official
government email address.  At the State
Department’s request, she turned over
what she has described as all of her offi-
cial emails - 30,490, to be exact. Clinton
said the remaining 31,830 are personal
records, and that her server was wiped
clean after she provided paper copies of
her official communications.  The State
Department is working its way through
the off icial  emails.  I t  has already
released 3,500 of them publicly, on a
monthly schedule, with the intent of
releasing the entirety of the tranche by
January 2016.

Classified?
“I am confident that I never sent or

received any information that was clas-
sif ied at the time it  was sent and
received,” Clinton told reporters on July
25. But investigators recently said they
found four emails that contained classi-
fied material.  On Tuesday, the intelli-
gence community’s inspector general,
Charles McCullough, informed Congress
that two of those emails contained “Top

Secret” information.     
The State Department insists that

none of Clinton’s emails were classified
at the time but a later review resulted in
some being placed in that category.
There may well be more classified data,

as the emails were merely part of a sam-
ple of the 30,000 records provided to
authorities.

Investigation
The New York Times reported in July

that inspectors asked the Justice

Department to open a “criminal referral”
into the matter. It corrected itself to
label it a “security referral,” but that did
not stop Clinton’s Republican rivals on
the campaign trail from piling on about
Clinton’s potential criminal activity. In a

lengthy explanatory email, Clinton’s
communications director Jennifer
Palmieri insisted “there is absolutely no
criminal inquiry into Hillary’s email or
email server.” The FBI is investigating not
Clinton herself, but the security of the
emails.

Email revelations
The 3,577 Clinton emails released to

date offer a glimpse into the operations
of a large Clinton machinery. Much of
the email traffic addresses mundane
personnel matters or the forwarding of
various press reports. Several pages of
the documents were heavily redacted.
Among the biggest revelations is that
longtime Clinton confidante and friend
Sidney Blumenthal was routinely advis-
ing the secretary of state, on matters
including Libya, despite not having an
official government role.  Fewer than 10
percent of the emails relate to Benghazi
or to Cl inton’s  response to the
September 11, 2012 terrorist attack that
killed four Americans there, including
the ambassador.

A batch of 300 Benghazi-related
emails was publicly released in May
after they were provided to a congres-
sional committee investigating the ter-
ror attack.  They reveal little overt con-
cern about then-United Nations envoy
Susan Rice’s depiction of the attack as a
“spontaneous” response to an anti-
Muslim video. But one April 24, 2011
email from senior Clinton aide Huma
Abedin warned Clinton of “new local
reporting that hotels are being target-
ed” in Benghazi.

Hacked? 
Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker

said in last week’s Republican presi-
dential debate that snooping Chinese
and Russians might know more about
Cl inton’s  emai ls  than members  of
Congress.  “And that  has  put  our
national security at risk.” Not so, insist-
ed Team Clinton, which said there is
“no evidence there was ever a breach”
of security with her email account or
server. —AFP

Hillary Clinton emails: What’s known, what’s not

IOWA: Democratic presidential hopeful and former Secretary of State Hillary
Clinton greets fairgoers as she tours the Iowa State Fair in Des Moines, Iowa.
Presidential candidates are addressing attendees at the Iowa State Fair on the
Des Moines Register Presidential Soapbox stage and touring the fairgrounds.
The State Fair runs through August 23. —AFP
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