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Search and rescue teams, police and the military would
head to the site as soon as possible today, said transport
ministry spokesman JA Barata.

After the plane failed to land, Trigana Air sent another
flight over the area to hunt for it but the aircraft failed to
spot anything due to bad weather. Captain Beni
Sumaryanto, Trigana Air’s service director of operations said
that Oksibil was “a mountainous area where the weather is
very unpredictable. It can suddenly turn foggy, dark and
windy without warning. “We strongly suspect it’s a weather
issue. It is not overcapacity, as the plane could take 50 pas-
sengers.” 

Barata said the weather in the area had been “very dark
and cloudy”. Trigana Air is a small airline established in 1991
that operates domestic services to around 40 destinations
in Indonesia. It has suffered 14 serious incidents since it
began operations, according to the Aviation Safety

Network, which monitors air accidents. The airline is on a
blacklist of carriers banned from European Union airspace. 

Small aircraft are commonly used for transport in
remote and mountainous Papua and bad weather has
caused several accidents in recent years. On Wednesday a
Cessna propeller plane crashed in Papua’s Yahukimo dis-
trict, killing one person and seriously injuring the five oth-
ers on board. Officials suspect that crash was caused by
bad weather. 

Indonesia has a patchy aviation safety record. In
December an AirAsia plane flying from the Indonesian city
of Surabaya to Singapore crashed in the Java Sea during
stormy weather, killing all 162 people on board. In June an
Indonesian military plane crashed into a residential neigh-
borhood in the city of Medan, exploding in a fireball and
killing 142 people.  The aviation sector in Indonesia is
expanding fast as the economy booms but airlines are
struggling to find enough well-trained personnel to keep
up with the rapid growth.  —  AFP 

Indonesia plane crashes with 54 people...
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But a picture has also emerged showing a darker side,
with Abdulazeez’s family saying he struggled with
depression from his early teens, abused drugs, couldn’t
keep a job and was considering bankruptcy.

Abdulazeez spent several months with an uncle in
Jordan last year as part of an agreement to get him away
from drugs, alcohol and a group of friends his parents
considered a bad influence, a person close to the family
has said. That person spoke on the condition of anonymi-
ty to avoid business repercussions. Biden, whose son
Beau died of brain cancer in May, said he could relate to
the grief of the victims’ families. “I didn’t have the privi-

lege of knowing any one of them personally,” Biden said.
“But oh, I knew them. Confident, determined, trustwor-
thy, compassionate and always, always loyal.

“I knew them,” he said. “They were my son. And so
many other sons I know.” Beau Biden was a major in an
Army National Guard unit that deployed to Iraq in 2008.
The vice president drew applause for concluding his
remarks with a defiant message for anyone who would
target the United States. “We have a message for those
perverted cowards around the world: America never
yields, never bends, never cowers, never stands down -
(but) endures, responds, and always overcomes,” he said.
“For we are Americans, and never, never underestimate
us. “It’s always been a bad, bad bet to do that.” — AP 

US’ Biden calls Chattanooga shooter...
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At least six raids hit the market, with the others strik-
ing nearby in the centre of town, Abdel Rahman said. A
video posted online by activists of the aftermath of the
attacks showed an intersection strewn with rubble and
twisted metal. The fronts of several buildings nearby
appeared to have been sheared off by the force of the
blasts, and many cars lay overturned and crumpled.
Douma lies in the rebel bastion of Eastern Ghouta, a
region outside the capital that is the regular target of
government air strikes. Eastern Ghouta has been under
government siege for nearly two years, with regime
forces tightening the blockade since the start of 2015.

UN aid chief visit   
Amnesty International earlier in the week accused the

government of committing war crimes in Eastern Ghouta,
saying its heavy aerial bombardment of the area was com-
pounding the misery created by the blockade. The group
also accused rebels in the area of war crimes for firing rock-
ets indiscriminately at the capital. Yesterday’s strikes on
Douma came as new United Nations humanitarian chief
Stephen O’Brien held talks with government officials in
Damascus on his first trip to Syria since being appointed.
O’Brien, who succeeded Valerie Amos in May, met with
Foreign Minister Walid Muallem, state media reported.

Official news agency SANA said O’Brien had expressed
willingness to work with the government to alleviate
humanitarian suffering in the country. Close to 12 million
people have been uprooted by Syria’s conflict, with over
four million becoming refugees and another 7.6 million
internally displaced. On Saturday, O’Brien met Syria’s
deputy foreign minister and visited the central city of
Homs, which is now mostly under government control.

“Visited Homs today. Beyond destruction of buildings lies
destruction of lives. Syria needs peace,” O’Brien wrote on
his Twitter account after the visit. “We are committed to
continuing to support humanitarian efforts in Syria. Equal
access to all people in need (is) vital for our work,” he
added.

Fighting after ceasefire crumbles 
Elsewhere, fierce fighting raged in rebel-held Zabadani,

near Damascus, and rebels rained rockets on two govern-
ment-held villages in northwestern Syria after the collapse
of a ceasefire. On Saturday, a 72-hour truce for Zabadani
and the villages of Fuaa and Kafraya collapsed after nego-
tiators failed to reach a long-term deal. Government forces
have been trying for weeks to capture Zabadani, the last
rebel bastion in the area along the Lebanese border. In
response, rebels have fired hundreds of missiles at Fuaa
and Kafraya, two Shiite-majority villages that are the last
regime-held civilian areas in Idlib province.

Meanwhile, a US-trained rebel group said in a
statement that Al-Qaeda affiliate Al-Nusra Front had
freed seven of its members kidnapped two weeks
earlier. “We welcome this noble initiative and urge
the brothers of Al-Nusra and hope that they will
release in the coming hours the group’s commander
and other fighters,” the statement stamped by the
group’s command said. Division 30 is among the
units receiving training as part of a US-led program
operating from Turkey that is intended to create a
force to fight the Islamic State jihadist group. But
after the first 54 members of the force entered Syria
in July, Al-Nusra kidnapped 13 of them, including a
commander, and at least three more killed in clashes
with the jihadist group. Al-Nusra accused the force
of serving US interests. — AFP 

Over 80 dead in Syrian air raids 

COQUELLES: A migrant climbs over a fence in Coquelles, near Calais northern France, to get to the railway
tracks that head to the Eurotunnel terminal. Some 3,000 migrants and refugees, including many fleeing war
and persecution in countries like Syria, Libya and Eritrea, are camped out in a makeshift tent village in Calais
waiting for a chance to cross to Britain. — AFP 

CALAIS: Weary and disheartened after failing in desperate
attempts to cross the Channel, many migrants in the
French port of Calais are looking to asylum in France as a
fallback. “England would be good, but I’m tired,” said
Sadam, a 24-year-old Sudanese migrant who has decided
to apply to stay in France.  Like for many other migrants, his
decision stemmed more from exasperation than desire. “It’s
so hard to get to England,” said Sadam, who has been in
France for three months. 

Authorities have imposed stricter security measures for
ferries and for trucks using the Channel Tunnel, making it
more difficult for migrants to get to Britain from Calais.
Waiting for the perfect opportunity to cross over, many of
the some 3,000 migrants in the Calais area stay in the “New
Jungle”, a makeshift camp several kilometers from the city
centre.  Many have family in Britain and can speak English,
and the British authorities have been accused of making it
too easy for them to work illegally.

Djamal, a young Afghan man, also decided to try his
luck in France after attempting to cross the Channel to no
avail. He and three friends, leaning against the counter of
one of the many stalls that have sprung up at the camp,
said they have tried “every night for a month” to cross the
series of barriers and get past the police guarding the
Channel Tunnel. Djamal lifts his friend Dawlatzal’s trouser
leg to show a bandage covering an injury caused by
barbed wire. Another friend shows cuts on his arms, legs
and torso. The trek is not only dangerous, but physically
taxing. With each futile attempt, the young men must
spend another two hours retracing their steps-before try-
ing yet again the next night. 

But not all of the migrants want to get to Britain.  Kalim,
28, who serves tea at his informal restaurant in the migrant
camp, said he had wanted to stay in France from the start.
He said he understands that the French government “can-
not give a home to everyone”.  And for Kalim, the risk of
death or injury posed by trying to cross over to Britain was
not worth it. Since the beginning of June, at least 10 peo-
ple have been killed trying to get through the Channel
Tunnel.  

Adam, a 26-year-old from Darfur, said his goal had
always been to come to France. “When I arrived in Paris, I
saw people (migrants) in the streets without any organized
camps, and then I came here to Calais.” Applying for asylum
in France, however, is only the beginning. “We have to wait
six, seven months. They tell us that they’ll provide housing,
but in the meantime, what can we do?” Djamal said. But
local officials say that the processing of asylum and refugee
applications has been expedited, particularly in Calais. 

According to the French immigration office, in Calais
there are “shorter waiting times than in the rest of the
country, and access to housing is a priority”. But Maya
Konforti, of the Migrant Hostel organization, says that
measures introduced by French Interior Minister Bernard
Cazeneuve to accelerate the application process have not
been very effective.  “Two months ago, they gave papers
to 111 Eritreans in 24 hours. But... they did it one Saturday
and then it was over,” said Konforti, who is affectionately
called “mama” by some of the migrants.  Phil ippe
Wannesson, an activist and writer of a blog on migrants
and migrant rights, said the process had in fact sped up:
“It’s less than six months rather than more.” — AFP 

Failing to reach Britain,
migrants settle for France

ABU DHABI: Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi (middle) takes a selfie next to Sheikh Hamdan Bin
Mubarak Al Nahyan, UAE Minister of Higher Education and Scientific Research (left) as they tour the Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque during the first day of his two-day visit to the UAE, in Abu Dhabi yesterday. The UAE is
home to over two million Indian expatriates and this is the first visit by an Indian premier in over three
decades. — AP 


