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JUBA: South Sudanese President Salva Kiir will
attend peace talks aimed at brokering an end to civil
war, reversing an earlier decision as international
threats of possible sanctions mount, the government
said yesterday. However, Cabinet Minister Elia
Lomuro said that while Kiir would attend the talks in
neighboring Ethiopia, it would not be possible to
sign a full peace deal until all rebel factions could join
the agreement.

“He is to go and explain to his colleagues the chal-
lenges that are now confronting the signing of the
proposed signing of the compromise peace agree-
ment,” Lomuro told reporters, adding Kiir would trav-

el later yesterday. South Sudan’s government and
rebels are under intense diplomatic pressure to sign a
deal by August 17 to end a 20-month civil war in
which tens of thousands of people have been killed.

Kiir previously said he would send his deputy after
complaining it was not possible to strike an effective
deal because rebel forces have split. But yesterday he
decided to go himself after consultations with
regional leaders, who have already arrived in Addis
Ababa for the summit meeting on Monday. “There is
hope, as long as all of us want peace,” Lomuro said,
after reporters asked if a deal would be signed today.
South Sudan’s civil war began in December 2013

when Kiir accused his former deputy Riek Machar of
planning a coup, setting off a cycle of retaliatory
killings that has split the poverty-stricken, landlocked
country along ethnic lines. Tomorrow, rebel generals
said they had split from Machar.  

“Riek Machar has already been ousted and dis-
owned by his own army and politicians,” Lomuro
added. “If we are to sign peace then we have to sign a
peace with all the factions and all the groups that are
fighting.” The latest round of talks opened on August
6, mediated by the regional eight-nation bloc IGAD,
the Intergovernmental Authority on Development, as
well as the United Nations, African Union, China and

the “troika” of Britain, Norway and the United States.
Yesterday, Ugandan President Yoweri Museveni,

who has sent troops into South Sudan to back Kiir,
held talks with Ethiopian Prime Minister
Hailemariam Desalegn and Sudanese President
Omar al-Bashir. Kenyan President Uhuru Kenyatta is
also in Addis Ababa. Diplomats have warned any
failure to sign a peace deal could trigger “serious
consequences” for the rival leaders, but Lomuro
said such threats were not helpful. “We are not
afraid of sanctions, this country belongs to us, the
peace that we are talking belongs to us not to
them,” Lomuro said. — AFP 

South Sudan president to attend peace talks

BODRUM: Suddenly, almost silently, a group of
young men carrying a small plastic dinghy emerges
from the darkness, dashes across a road and a dirty
strip of sand and plunges into the crystal-clear
waters of the Aegean Sea. With the lights of the
Greek island of Kos twinkling through the darkness
- beacons of hope for a new and better life - another
group of migrants has set off to make a risky - but
less risky than most - sea crossing and apply for asy-
lum in Europe. The city of Bodrum, a magnet for
wealthy tourists from Turkey and around the world,
is these days drawing plenty of other visitors-
migrants fleeing conflicts in the Middle East and
Africa and seeking a better life in Europe, a conti-

nent so close they can almost reach out and touch
it from the Bodrum peninsula’s many beaches. At its
closest point, Kos is only 4 kilometers from Turkey.

Migrants, mostly from Syria, but also from
Afghanistan, Iran and African nations often try to
cross from the secluded beaches of Bodrum penin-
sula in groups upward of eight people in inflatable

plastic boats meant for a maximum of four, pow-
ered by tiny electric outboard motors and plastic
paddles. Mohammad Ali, a 36-year-old Syrian law
graduate who was a merchant in the town of Idlib
before fleeing, is waiting in the park with his wife,
two young sons and other family members for a
second attempt to flee to Europe.

Tiny dinghies 
They abandoned their first crossing after a

smuggler who promised a boat with eight people
on board instead tried to cram in 16. “It was about
to sink. I was afraid of drowning so I decided to turn
back,” he said. While tourists eat and drink at

Bodrum’s upscale waterfront restaurants, migrants
carrying their meager belongings in backpacks sit
across the street under palm and eucalyptus trees
close to huge yachts moored in Bodrum’s harbor.
There they wait to be taken to a remote beach
before they are packed into tiny dinghies for the
short crossing across a waterway also plied by giant

oil tankers, tourist pleasure cruisers and coast
guards. Kenan Karsanbar, sitting on the shaded
deck of a yacht moored in Bodrum’s harbor, looked
out over small knots of migrants who were also try-
ing to escape the searing heat of the midday sun in
the shadows of eucalyptus trees. He said he feared
for their safety making the crossing. “I’m sure many
of them have never even seen the sea,” he said. “It is
dangerous even for four people (in such a small
boat) - for 15 people, it is 100 percent dangerous.”

A children’s playground a couple of blocks away
from busy tourist shopping streets has become a
makeshift staging post for migrants waiting to be
smuggled. There, in temperatures hovering around
35 degrees Celsius (95F), they lie on dirty mattress-
es, rugs or flattened cardboard boxes spread out on
a baking hot ground littered with cigarette butts
and the husks of sunflower seeds.

Nearby, a small store that sells tourist trinkets
and cigarettes now has a new line of products - red
and orange life preservers bought by migrants -
those who can afford them - to wear on their cross-
ings. “This is the new reality,” says a store worker
who refused to give his name. Many of the migrants
seen setting off for Greece by an Associated Press
team watching dead-of-night departures used a
type of boat that can be ordered online for around
100 euros.

The small electric motors cost more, but with
smugglers charging around $1,200 per passenger -
according to migrants - it is a lucrative illicit trade.
Smugglers seen organizing the departures from
Fenerburnu beach refused to speak to reporters
about their trade. A Turkish government official said
that the human smugglers have turned to the
Aegean in the past year using inflatable boats he
called Zodiacs, after patrols increased on popular
migrant routes across the Mediterranean.

“The Aegean is a lot easier. All they need is a
Zodiac boat and they are on an island in half an
hour,” the official said on condition of anonymity in
line with government rules that bar civil servants
from speaking to journalists without prior authori-
zation. That quick crossing is easier and safer than
longer crossings organized from North African
nations like Libya to Italy.

Underscoring the risks, at least 40 migrants died
Saturday in the hold of an overcrowded smuggling
boat in the Mediterranean Sea north of Libya,
apparently killed by fuel fumes. Some 320 others
aboard were saved by the Italian navy, the rescue
ship’s commander said. The deaths are not deter-
ring migrants, many of whom have likely seen plen-
ty of fatalities in conflicts in nations like Syria and
Afghanistan.

Financially struggling 
The number of people trying to reach Europe by

sea is on track to hit a record this year, according to
the Geneva-based International Organization for
Migration. Financially struggling Greece has report-
ed 134,988 arrivals from Turkey this year, it said,
while Italy recorded 93,540 newcomers through
July. Along with migrants landing in Spain and
Malta, 237,000 people have made the crossing so
far this year, the agency says, compared to 219,000
for all of 2014. It also estimated at least 2,300 peo-
ple have died this year trying to cross to Europe.

It is unclear how many people may have died
between Bodrum and Kos.  On three nights of
watching migrants set off from Fenerburnu beach,
an Associated Press team saw overcrowded
dinghies begin to take on water and sink, but they
were close enough to the shore for migrants to leap
out and wade to safety. In the early hours yesterday,
one woman abandoned a dinghy and ran to the
shore, where she cried out to others on board:
“Guys, you are risking your life. This boat is filled by
water please come back!” — AP

Migrants mass in turkey to 
take shortest route to EU  

Fleeing conflicts, seeking a better life in Europe 

BODRUM: An African migrant tries to come back the shore after failing to board a boat to the Greek Island of Kos. — AP 

LESBOS: Syrian refugee families arrive along a beach on the Greek island after crossing part
of the Aegean sea from Turkey to Greece in a dinghy. — AFP 

JOHANNESBURG: From beating women to
unleashing dogs on protesters, Angola’s gov-
ernment runs the oil-rich nation with an
apartheid-style iron fist, says maverick
activist Rafael Marques de Morais. “Some of
the methods the Angolan regime uses are
reminiscent of what the apartheid regime
used here in South Africa against the majori-
ty of the people,” Marques told AFP in an
interview in Johannesburg. “It’s reminiscent
of the old tactics the fascist Portuguese colo-
nial regime used against the former colonial
subjects,” added the outspoken 43-year-old,
who was a guest speaker at the South
African launch of a new book on Angola.

Marques, Angola’s most prominent
human rights activist and journalist, was
convicted earlier this year of defaming mili-
tary generals in a book about violence in the
country ’s diamond mining industry.
International rights groups say activists and
journalists are increasingly being targeted by
the regime of President Jose Eduardo dos
Santos, who has been in power since 1979.
Fifty groups including Human Rights Watch
and Amnesty International wrote to the
president in May decrying the charges
against Marques, who was handed a six-
month suspended jail term.

“This case reflects a broader deterioration
in the environment for freedom of expres-
sion in Angola, including the increasing use
of criminal defamation lawsuits against jour-
nalists and routine police abuse” of protest-
ers, they wrote. Last week, Marques said
police violently suppressed a protest
demanding the release of 15 opposition
activists who were arrested in June and
charged with planning to attack and oust
Dos Santos.

The protesters, numbering around 50,
were “mostly mothers and relatives of these
political prisoners,” said Marques, who was

briefly detained at the event and had his
camera confiscated by police. “As these
women were being beaten by the police,
some fell, and the police would unleash the
dogs on them.” The Oxford-educated activist
said Dos Santos’ regime had reached “a new
low” in trying to suppress freedom of
speech. “Even within the regime, beating up
mothers was inconceivable,” he said, adding:
“The ruling elite hates its own people.”

Angola at ‘crossroads’ 
After emerging from a brutal 27-year civil

war in 2002, Angola’s huge oil supplies have
fuelled a staggering ten-fold growth in the
economy in the past decade. But the recent
slump in global oil prices has spelt disaster
for the country, which faces elections in two
years.

“In 2017, if the oil prices remain down,
this regime will face the greatest challenge
of its life in power, because the discontent
will only grow,” Marques said. “And as the
regime also seeks to repress more to main-
tain its grip on power, that, in the end, will
backfire,” he predicted.

Angola’s huge oil revenues have failed to
trickle down to most of its 24.3 million citi-
zens-half of whom live on less than $2 a day-
while turning a select few in the political
elite into billionaires. And Marques believes
that the government’s increasingly repres-
sive approach is a response to Angola’s
changing economic fortunes. 

“We are now at a crossroads whereby
there is a serious economic crisis,” he said.
“Now the government is trying to mitigate
the economic crisis by increasing repression,
because for many years what worked in
Angola was a policy of carrot-and-stick ... but
nowadays what government has been left
with is the stick. So we are seeing an increase
in political violence.” — AFP 

Angola regime rules in brutal 
apartheid style, says activist

ADDIS ABABA: The African Union warned
yesterday of potential “catastrophic conse-
quences” for troubled Burundi and the
wider region if rivals do not resolve politi-
cal differences peacefully. One day after
the former head of Burundi’s army during
its 13-year civil war was assassinated, fur-
ther fuelling fears of a new conflict, AU
Commission chief Nkosazana Dlamini-
Zuma called for “utmost restraint” by all
sides.

“This despicable act and multiple other
acts of violence recorded in recent months,
illustrates yet again the gravity of the situ-
ation in Burundi - and the real risk of see-
ing a further deterioration with catastroph-
ic consequences both for the country itself,
and for the whole region,” Dlamini-Zuma
said in a statement.

Violence erupted in Burundi in April,
when President Pierre Nkurunziza
launched his now successful but contro-
versial  bid for a third term in power,
despite weeks of protests and a failed coup
against him. Colonel Jean Bikomagu, a key
figure in the former Tutsi-dominated army,
was gunned down on Saturday in his car
by unidentified assailants in the capital
Bujumbura.

The murder comes less than two weeks
after the assassination of top general
Adolphe Nshimirimana-widely seen as the
country’s de-facto internal security chief-in
a rocket attack. The day after the general’s
killing civil rights activist Pierre-Claver
Mbonimpa, who had repeatedly accused
Nshimirimana of ordering the deaths of
government opponents,  was himself
wounded in an assassination attempt. 

The escalation of violence has spawned

fears that the tiny country in east-central
Africa could be plunged back into civil war,
with many fearful of pro-government
reprisals after Nshimirimana’s death.
Bikomagu was a major figure in the army
during the civil war which raged between
1993 and 2006 and left at least 300,000
people dead.

Gunfire at night 
Dlamini-Zuma called for the “need for

dialogue and consensus to find a peaceful
and lasting solution to the current crisis”,
and said the AU continued to back media-
tion efforts led by Ugandan President
Yoweri Museveni. Many people are worried
at rising tensions in the capital Bujumbura,
where gunfire is regularly heard at night.

Nkurunziza, a 51-year-old former sports
teacher and born-again Christian, was a
Hutu rebel leader during the civil war. That
war pitted rebels from the majority Hutu
people against an army dominated by the
minority Tutsi. The opposition, the United
States and much of the international com-
munity claimed a third term violated the
Arusha accords that had brought the civil
war to an end. But after months of blood-
shed Nkurunziza was reelected in July after
a delayed vote which was boycotted by
the opposition and condemned interna-
tionally as being neither free nor fair.

The army has been hugely divided by
the crisis, with the leaders of the July coup
having gone into hiding. Top international
envoys from the United Nations, AU,
European Union, Belgium and United
States this week called on all sides to
“recommit to a transparent, inclusive, and
comprehensive political dialogue”. — AFP 

Burundi crisis poses ‘catastrophic’ 
consequences for African region

BUJUMBURA: Burundian servicemen inspect the driveway gate of ex-head of
Burundi’s army during its civil war Colonel Jean Bikomagu, a key figure in the former
Tutsi-dominated army, who was shot dead in his car by unidentified assailants as he
was about to enter his home. — AFP

PARIS:  A French policeman was slightly
wounded by a gunshot on Sunday as he
tried to apprehend two men who had
broken into an Interior Ministry build-
ing just  outs ide  Par is ,  a  minist r y
spokesman said. The circumstance is
not  c lear  yet  but  the  most  l ike ly
hypothesis is a burglary, spokesman
Pierre-Henry Brandet said.

Security has been tight in Paris since
17 people were k il led in Januar y by
Is lamist  gunmen in  at tacks  on the
Charlie Hebdo newspaper and a Jewish
shop. The policeman came upon the
two men early in the morning as he was
checking on the building in Pantin,

northeast of Paris that included a min-
is t r y  garage where  pol ice  cars  are
parked.

His gun was stolen from him, the
spokesman said. “There was a gunshot,
the officer was slightly injured, he is
hospitalized,” he said. I t  was not yet
clear why or how the two men had bro-
ken into the building or if they were
specifically targeting police cars, he
said.  There is  a lso a  pol ice prac t ice
shooting stand on the premises, with a
small gun room. The Defense Ministry
announced last month plans to rein-
force security at its military facilities
after a theft of explosives. — Reuters 

French police wounded 
by gunshots near Paris


