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JERUSALEM: A nearly two-month hunger strike
by a Palestinian detainee now in coma may test
a controversial new Israeli law on force-feeding,
with doctors vowing to refuse to carry it out.
Mohammed Allan, 31, slipped into coma on
Friday after ingesting only water since June 18 in
protest at his detention without charge by Israeli
authorities.

After Allan fell into the coma, doctors began
treating him with artificial breathing, fluids and
vitamins to keep him alive, based on discussions
with him before he lost consciousness.  His con-
dition has now stabilized, but his life is still in
danger, according to the head of the hospital
where he is being treated.

If and when he regains consciousness-and if
he continues to refuse to eat-Israel’s government
must decide whether it will invoke a law passed
in July allowing the force-feeding of prisoners
when their lives are endangered. It was not clear
how such force-feeding would take place.
Doctors and rights activists strongly oppose the
law, including those who say force-feeding
amounts to torture and robs Palestinians of a
legitimate form of protest. The law has provoked
intense debate, particularly with doctors saying
they will decline to carry out force-feeding since
the new legislation gives them the choice of
whether or not to do so.

‘It’s a test’ 
“I think it’s a test to many institutions,” said

Hadas Ziv, ethics committee coordinator for
Physicians for Human Rights-Israel, an activist
group which opposes the force-feeding law. “It’s
a test to the medical community in Israel... It’s a
test to the authorities —  how serious are they
going to be with this legislation?”

Allan’s situation has sparked protests in sup-
port of his cause and demands for his release.
Since November he has been in what is known
as administrative detention, which allows peo-
ple to be held without charge for six-month
intervals that can be renewed indefinitely. Israeli
figures indicate that of the nearly 5,700
Palestinian prisoners currently held by Israel,
some 379 are under administrative detention.

The militant Islamic Jihad movement
describes Allan as a member and Israel has used
administrative detention to hold Palestinians
they deem to be security risks while not
divulging what authorities view as sensitive
intelligence. Many Palestinian prisoners have
gone on hunger strike to protest, including
those on administrative detention. However, no
hunger striker has died since the 1980s.
Hundreds of people rallied on Saturday night in
Gaza, while yesterday several dozen people
entered the Red Cross headquarters in East
Jerusalem with photos of Allan.

‘End to the truce’ 
Islamic Jihad has called for a general mobi-

lization and warned from Gaza that his death

would be an “end to the truce” with Israel.
Should Israel decide to invoke the new law,
authorities would be required to seek a court
order.

Beyond arguing that the patient’s life was in
danger, they could also present arguments that
allowing him to die would lead to security risks,
according to Physicians for Human Rights. A
court order in favor of the government would
allow doctors to then proceed with force-feed-
ing, but the doctors could refuse to do so if
they decide it  is  unethical.  Doctors have
lamented that they have been caught up in a
polit ical  debate,  and the Israeli  Medical
Association is challenging the force-feeding
law in court.

“We can solve medical problems. We can’t
solve any political or security or policemen’s
work,” said Tami Karni, chair of the medical
association’s ethics bureau. Israel’s parliament
approved the law two weeks after authorities
freed Islamic Jihad member Khader Adnan fol-
lowing a 56-day hunger strike that brought him
near death. 

Internal Security Minister Gilad Erdan, who
championed the legislation, said it was neces-
sary since “hunger strikes of terrorists in prisons
have become a means to threaten Israel”. Rights
group Addameer, which defends Palestinian
prisoners, said force-feeding a detainee was
“immoral” and “harms his dignity and puts his
life in danger”. — AFP 

BAGHDAD:  An Iraqi parliamentary inves-
tigation found ex-premier Nuri Al-Maliki
and other officials responsible for
jihadists overrunning second city Mosul,
in a report being sent for possible legal
action, lawmakers said yesterday. While
various top commanders and political
leaders have long been blamed for the
Islamic State (IS) jihadist group’s disas-
trous takeover of the capital of Nineveh
province, the investigative committee’s
report is the first time they have been
named officially.

Committee member MP Abdulrahim
Al-Shammari said that Maliki, who was
prime minister from 2006 until last year,
was among those named, as did another
member who declined to be identified.
The inclusion of Maliki’s name-who is
now vice president-was a source of con-
troversy on the committee, with his Dawa
party pushing for it to be left out.

Various former senior officials were
also named in the report detailing the
committee’s findings, which has not been
publicly released. An MP on the commit-
tee said these include defense minister
Saadun Al-Dulaimi, army chief of staff
Babaker Zebari, his deputy Aboud
Qanbar, ground forces commander Ali
Ghaidan, Nineveh operations command
chief Mahdi Al-Gharawi and the
province’s governor, Atheel Al-Nujaifi. The
report was presented Sunday to parlia-
ment speaker Salim Al-Juburi, who said it
will be sent to the prosecutor general for
legal action. 

“No one is above the law and the
questioning of the people, and the judici-
ary will punish those” responsible, Juburi
said in a statement. IS launched a devas-
tating offensive on June 9 last year, over-
running Mosul the next day and then
sweeping through large areas north and
west of Baghdad. Multiple Iraqi divisions
collapsed during the initial assault in the
north, in some cases abandoning
weapons and other equipment which the
jihadists then used to further their drive.

Possible Ramadi prosecutions 
Maliki is widely viewed as having exac-

erbated sectarian tensions between the
country’s Shiite majority and its Sunni
Arab minority. Widespread discontent
among Sunni Arabs, who say they were
marginalised and targeted by Maliki’s
government, played a major role in

aggravating the security situation in Iraq,
culminating in the jihadist rout. 

He also appointed commanders based
on personal loyalty rather than compe-
tence and was commander-in-chief of
the armed forces during two years in
which the Iraqi military did not carry out
necessary training, leading to a decline in
skills.

Earlier yesterday, Prime Minister
Haider Al-Abadi’s office announced that
he had cleared the way for the military
prosecution of senior commanders
responsible for a military disaster in
Ramadi, a city west of Baghdad. IS seized
Ramadi in May, after government forces
had held out against militants there for
more than a year.

Abadi approved “decisions of the
investigative commission on the with-
drawal of the Anbar operations com-
mand and units attached to it from the
city of Ramadi”, his office said in a state-
ment. Those include “referring a number
of the leaders to the military judiciary for
leaving their positions without orders and
contrary to instructions (and) despite the
issuance of a number of orders not to
withdraw”, it said. 

Abadi previously said that forces in
Ramadi “had to resist and if they had
resisted, we would not have lost Ramadi”.
And a senior British military officer in a
US-led anti-jihadist coalition, Brigadier
Christopher Ghika, said the city “was lost
because the Iraqi commander in Ramadi
elected to withdraw”. “In other words, if
he had elected to stay, he would still be
there today,” Ghika said. —AFP 
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VIENNA: Iran has submitted documents linked
to its past nuclear activity, the UN’s atomic
watchdog has confirmed, a key condition of a
probe into suspected efforts to create nuclear
arms. The International Atomic Energy Agency
(IAEA) signed a “roadmap” with Iran in July to
investigate its nuclear program, as part of an
overall accord with major world powers.

The historic deal is aimed at curbing Iran’s
nuclear activity in exchange for  rel ief  on
painful economic sanctions. The IAEA said Iran

had met a key deadline by handing over the
papers on Saturday. “Iran... provided the IAEA
with its explanation in writing and related
documents as agreed in the roadmap for the
clarification of past and present outstanding
issues regarding Iran’s nuclear program,” the
agency said in a brief statement published
Saturday.

A senior Iranian official also confirmed that
the documents had been submitted. “We have
achieved our commitments as part of the

deadl ine set  out  in  the agreement ,” sa id
Behrouz Kamalvandi, the spokesman of Iran’s
Atomic Energy Organization. The IAEA is to
issue a  repor t  on i ts  invest igat ion by
December 15.

The agency has long sought to probe alle-
gations that at least until 2003 Iran’s nuclear
program had “possible military dimensions”-
that it  conducted research into making a
nuclear bomb. Iran has always rejected the
allegations as based on faulty intelligence pro-

vided by its enemies to a gullible and biased
IAEA, and a probe has been stalled since last
year. A particular sticking point in the probe
had been the IAEA’s desire to inspect military
sites where these suspicious activities may
have taken place, such as Parchin. But follow-
ing the deal reached in July with the so-called
P5+1 — Russ ia ,  France,  China,  Germany,
Britain and the United States-Iran granted the
IAEA tightly-controlled “managed access” to its
military bases. — AFP 
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BAGHDAD: A car bomb at a popular auto
dealership Saturday killed 13 people and
injured 52 in eastern Baghdad’s volatile Sadr
City neighborhood, where a market bombing
two days earlier killed dozens, police said.

The Habibiya car dealership, widely-
known for buying and selling used vehicles,
has been targeted multiple times in the past.
The Islamic State group claimed responsibility
for the bombing in a communiquè distrib-
uted via affiliated Twitter accounts, saying the
vehicle targeted a large gathering of the Iraqi
army, federal police and government-backed
Popular Mobilization Forces. A massive explo-
sion in a Sadr City market on Thursday killed
at least 67 people and wounded more than
100. The bombing, claimed by the Islamic
State group, was one of the worst single-day
attacks in Baghdad in a decade.

Elsewhere in and around the capital, a
series of bombings killed at least nine people
and wounded 33. The largest took place in
the town of Madain, just south of Baghdad,
when a bomb tore through a popular market
killing three people and wounding 10, police
said. In the town of Taji, north of Baghdad, a
bomb hit a row of auto repair shops, killing
two people and injuring eight. In Baghdad’s
Al-Askan district, an improvised explosive
device detonated on a busy commercial
street, killing at least two people and wound-
ing eight. And in Baghdad’s southeastern sub-
urb of Jisr Diyala, police said two were killed
and seven wounded when a bomb exploded
on a commercial street. Hospital officials cor-
roborated the casualties. Officials spoke on
condition of anonymity because they were
not authorized to talk to reporters. — AP 
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GAZA CITY: A Palestinian youth stands behind a wall sprayed with a graffiti depicting 31-year-old Mohammed Allan, Palestinian held by Israel
without trial and who has reportedly slipped into coma after a nearly two-month hunger strike. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: One Turkish soldier and
three suspected members of the out-
lawed Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK)
were killed in eastern Turkey in new vio-
lence blamed on the Kurdish rebels, the
state media said yesterday.  Fighting

erupted in the early hours of yesterday
near Kagizman town in eastern Kars
province during a security sweep of the
area, the official Anatolia news agency
reported. 

Two soldiers were wounded and

one of them later succumbed to his
injuries in hospital, Anatolia said,
adding that the security forces had shot
dead three PKK militants.  Ankara is cur-
rently waging a two-pronged “anti-ter-
ror” offensive against Islamic State (IS)

jihadists in Syria and PKK militants in
northern Iraq and the southeast of
Turkey following a wave of attacks.  But,
so far, air strikes have overwhelmingly
concentrated on the separatist Kurdish
rebels, who have responded by tearing
up a 2013 ceasefire and waging a
bloody campaign against the security
forces.

More than 40 members of the
Turkish security forces have been killed
in violence linked to the PKK since the
crisis began on July 20 when a suicide
bombing blamed on IS left scores of
pro-Kurdish activists dead in the town
of Suruc. Since Friday alone, at least
eight members of the Turkish security
forces have been killed in attacks
blamed on PKK militants in the coun-
try’s Kurdish-majority east and south-
east regions.  

Meanwhile an open-ended curfew
has been declared in the Varto district
of eastern Mus province following
heavy clashes between the Turkish
army and PKK militants, Anatolia said.
The clashes erupted overnight after
the PKK youth wing demolished a
bridge with bulldozers they had
seized, according to Anatolia.  The
PKK, designated as a terrorist organi-
zation by Turkey, the EU and the
United States, took up arms for self-
rule in the southeast in 1984, and the
conflict has since claimed tens of
thousands of lives. — AFP 

One soldier, three rebels 

killed in Turkey unrest 

ISTANBUL:  A left-wing protester runs to avoid water from a Turkish police water canon, after he threw a
petrol bomb at it, during minor clashes between police and people protesting Turkey’s operations against
Kurdish militants. — AP

BAGHDAD: People gather at the scene of a deadly car bomb in the Habibiya neigh-
borhood of Sadr City. — AP 


