
ABU DHABI: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi
arrived in the United Arab Emirates yesterday for a two-
day visit during which he will deliver a speech to thou-
sands of Indian expatriates, tour a mosque in a symbolic
gesture of outreach to Muslims and discuss with rulers
how to improve already strong trade links.

Modi is the first Indian premier to visit the country in
34 years. He will meet today with Abu Dhabi’s Crown
Prince Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan and
Dubai ruler Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum.
The Indian prime minister, who has come under fire for
his party’s affiliation to hard-line Hindu groups, will kick
off his two-day visit with a tour of Abu Dhabi’s Sheikh
Zayed Grand Mosque. He will speak today at the Dubai
Cricket Stadium, where more than 52,000 people have
registered to attend, according to the local daily Gulf
News.

In an interview published in Gulf News yesterday,
Modi acknowledged that “there is a mini-India in the
UAE.” The UAE, a federation of seven emirates, is home
to about 2.6 million Indian expatriates who comprise a
third of the total population and outnumber the local
Emirati population. Annual Indian remittances from the
UAE are estimated at $14 billion.

Modi said India is the UAE’s second-largest trading
partner and the UAE is India’s third largest trading part-
ner behind the US and China. Trade between the two
reached $60 billion last year. Wealthy Indians living in
the UAE took advantage of the country’s rapid develop-
ment over the past three decades, settling here just as
Abu Dhabi and Dubai were transforming from fishing
ports into bustling investment hubs buoyed by the dis-
covery of oil. — AP
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Prosecution bans reports 
on ‘Al Abdaly terror cell’ 
Cabinet vows to maintain Kuwait stability and security

KUWAIT: The Public Prosecutor Dherar Al-Asousi issued
a media blackout on news related to Al Abdaly terror
cell. The Ministry of Information informed newspapers
not to report any information about case 55/2015 on
‘Kuwaitis in possession of large caches of arms, ammu-
nition and explosions’. “Speaking about this case harms
the country’s interest and its unity, and affects negative-
ly - the current investigations,” said a statement issued
by the Public Prosecutor’s office yesterday. The Public
Prosecution will inform media outlets about the final
results of investigations regarding this case, reported
Kuna.

Also yesterday, His Highness the Deputy Amir and
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah chaired an extraordinary meeting of the Cabinet.
He lauded security services for their role in uncovering
the cell. Sheikh Nawaf underlined the need to complete
the required measures and precautions - to maintain
the country’s security, urging security personnel to keep
a watchful eye on the security and safety of the country
and its citizens. The Cabinet listened to a detailed pres-
entation by Sheikh Mohmmad Al-Khaled on efforts
exerted by security men in uncovering the terror cell
which is currently being investigated by the Public
Prosecution. 

The Cabinet expressed its condemnation of this ter-
ror plot which serves the objectives of the foes of the
country. The Cabinet vowed to take required measures
and precautions in the face of such incidents, underlin-
ing the need of boosting national unity so as to main-
tain the country’s stability and security. The Cabinet
affirmed that security men will deal harshly with any-
body who seeks to tamper with the country’s security
and stability, urging all citizens to cooperate in order to
prevent perpetrators from achieving their plots inside
the country. — Agencies 

KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah (right)
hold talks with His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah (center),
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah along with
Cabinet ministers (unseen) during an extraordinary meeting yesterday at Seif Palace. — KUNA (See Page 2)

JAYAPURA: The wreckage of a passenger plane
which went missing with 54 people aboard in
rugged eastern Indonesia yesterday has been found
by villagers, an official said, with rescuers expected
to head to the crash site. The plane operated by
Indonesian carrier Trigana Air lost contact with air
traffic control just before 3:00 pm after taking off
from Jayapura, the capital of Papua province, the
search and rescue agency said. 

The ATR 42-300 twin-turboprop plane was carrying
44 adult passengers, five children and five crew on the
flight which was scheduled to take about 45 minutes, it
said. But the plane disappeared about 10 minutes
before reaching its destination Oksibil, a remote settle-
ment in the mountains south of Jayapura, shortly after
it asked permission to start descending to land.
Officials said initially that villagers in the Okbape dis-
trict of Papua reported seeing a plane crash. The trans-
port ministry later said local residents had found the
wreckage.  

“The plane has been found (by villagers). According
to residents, the flight had crashed into a mountain,”
said the transport ministry’s director-general of air
transportation, Suprasetyo, who goes by one name.
Officials were still verifying the information from local
residents, he said. There was no information about
whether anyone may have survived. 
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Indian Prime Minister in UAE 
‘First visit by Indian leader in 34 years’

ABU DHABI: India’s Prime Minister Narendra Modi (center) walks with the Crown
Prince of Abu Dhabi, His Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan as
they inspect a guard of honor in Abu Dhabi.— AFP (See Page 6)

DOUMA: Syrian emergency personnel arrange dead bodies wrapped in shrouds
following air strikes by Syrian government forces on a marketplace in the rebel-
held area of Douma, east of the capital Damascus. —  AFP 

BEIRUT: At least 82 people were killed in
Syrian regime air raids yesterday on a
town outside Damascus, a monitor said,
as the UN’s top humanitarian chief held
talks with government officials. The
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a
Britain-based monitoring group, said at
least 200 people were also injured in a
string of 10 strikes on the rebel-held
town of Douma. Civilians accounted for

most of those killed, it said, and the
death toll was expected to rise further
because many of the wounded were in
serious condition.

Observatory director Rami Abdel
Rahman said locals had gathered after a
first strike hit a market in the town to
help evacuate the wounded when the
additional raids hit. 
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CHATTANOOGA: Vice President Joe Biden on Saturday
called the slaying of four Marines and a sailor at a
Chattanooga reserve center the act of a “perverted
jihadist.” Biden’s comments came at a memorial to the
five servicemen killed in a shooting rampage by Kuwait-
born Muhammad Youssef Abdulazeez. “These perverse
ideologues, warped theocrats, they may be able to
inspire a single lone wolf to commit a savage act, but
they can never, never threaten who we are,” Biden said.
“When this perverted jihadist struck, everyone respond-
ed.”

The vice president’s strong words contrast with the
official comments of investigators who have not yet been
able to determine a motive behind the attack. The FBI
has said it has not been able to determine whether the
24-year-old Abdulazeez was “radicalized” before the July
16 attacks and has been treating him as a homegrown
violent extremist. Speaking before Biden, Secretary of
Defense Ash Carter said officials may never know “what
combination of disturbed mind, violent extremism and

hateful ideology” was behind the shooting, but vowed
that the United States would present a strong response.

“The few who threaten or incite harm to Americans -
violent extremists or terrorists, wherever they are - will
surely, very surely, no matter how long it takes, come to
feel the long arm and the hard fist of justice,” Carter said.
Those killed were Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Randall
Smith and four Marines: Staff Sgt David Wyatt, Sgt Carson
Holmquist, Gunnery Sgt Thomas Sullivan and Lance Cpt
Squire “Skip” Wells, who just moments before had texted
his girlfriend in Savannah, Georgia, the words “ACTIVE
SHOOTER.”

Abdulazeez began the July 16 rampage by opening
fire on a military recruiting center before driving his rent-
ed Mustang about 7 miles across town to a reserve cen-
ter, crashing through the gates and killing the five ser-
vicemen. Abdulazeez died in a shootout with police.
Friends and neighbors recalled Abdulazeez as a happy,
polite young man. 
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CHATTANOOGA: Marine First Sergeant John Coyne announces the names of the fallen Marines and Sailor dur-
ing Roll Call at a memorial service in Chattanooga, Tenn. — AP 


