
LONDON: Both teams claimed their first point
of the Premier League season, but Stoke City
were comfortably the happier after fighting
back to draw 2-2 at Tottenham Hotspur yester-
day. Eric Dier put Tottenham ahead after 19
minutes and Nacer Chadli added a second on
the cusp of half-time before substitutions on
both sides turned the game.

Tottenham lost focus after the departure of
Harry Kane and Stoke were given new impetus
by the introduction of Joselu and, especially,
Stephen Ireland.

A foul on Joselu by Toby Alderweireld gave
Stoke a way back into the game, Marko
Arnautovic converting the penalty, and it was
Ireland’s cross that Mame Biram Diouf headed
home to level the scores. Spurs had the first
shot at White Hart Lane this term, Christian
Eriksen drawing a save from Jack Butland at his
near post after taking advantage of an error in
the Stoke defence.

And Butland went down full-length again
two minutes later to push away a free-kick from
the same player after Glenn Whelan had imped-
ed Dier 22 yards out.

Stoke’s first chance was a gift from returning
Spurs goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, who miskicked
an attempted pass out of his penalty area
straight to Diouf.

The Senegal forward attempted to return it

with interest, but his hard, low shot was blocked
by a combination of Ryan Mason and the goal-
keeper.

Mason had a fierce goal-bound shot headed
away by Marc Muniesa after 18 minutes follow-
ing a lapse by Arnautovic, who had failed to fol-
low Kyle Walker’s run.

But it only delayed the entry of the ball into
Stoke’s net as Eriksen’s corner from the left was
glanced in at the near post by the head of Dier.
The visitors needed to reply, but they were get-
ting very little from some of their big names.

Ibrahim Afellay was invisible in midfield,
while Arnautovic looked uninterested unless
the ball was at his feet. They were lucky not to
fall further behind after 36 minutes when a long
pass from Eriksen set Chadli away, but his touch
was heavy and he ran the ball harmlessly into
the arms of Butland. Spurs could not afford to
think the match was already won, though, as
Arnautovic reminded them three minutes
before the interval when he exchanged passes
with Marco van Ginkel and sent a low, left-foot
shot across goal.

Two minutes later, Lloris pulled off an aston-
ishing reflex save to repel Diouf’s close-range
header from Jonathan Walters’ nodded pass.

Having nearly scored a second goal when
Butland blocked Mason’s shot, Spurs doubled
the lead in first-half injury time, Chadli hooking
home Ben Davies’s cross after Kane had sent the
left-back scampering down the left.

Eriksen seemed to have put a third on a
plate for Kane six minutes into the second half
with a clever pass between two defenders, but
Butland got a strong hand to Kane’s first-time
shot and it rebounded to safety. That would
have been even more important if Lloris had
not blocked another header by Diouf or substi-
tute Joselu had not headed over the bar when
unmarked from Afellay’s corner. — AFP
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SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s goalkeeper Costel Pantilimon (left) vies for the ball
with Norwich City’s Nathan Redmon (right) during their English Premier League
soccer match.— AP

SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s dreadful start to the
Premier League season continued yesterday as Dick
Advocaat’s side slumped to a 3-1 defeat at home to a
rampant Norwich City.

Scottish international duo Russell Martin and Steven
Whittaker both struck in the first half for the Canaries,
with Nathan Redmond putting them out of sight after
the restart and substitute Duncan Watmore getting a
goal back late on.

It is a welcome first win of the fledgling campaign for
Alex Neil’s promoted side, who lost 3-1 at home to
Crystal Palace on the opening day, but it is already look-
ing like a crisis at the Stadium of Light. Advocaat’s team,
who only just avoided relegation at the end of last sea-
son, were awful in going down 4-2 at Leicester City last
weekend and this performance will have left supporters
deeply concerned about their prospects for this cam-
paign.

French international midfielder Yann M’Vila was
handed his Black Cats debut after signing on loan from
Russian side Rubin Kazan, but it proved to be a forget-
table occasion for him on a sunny afternoon in the
north-east. Norwich opened the scoring in the 26th
minute when Costel Pantilimon’s parry from a Robbie
Brady shot fell straight at the feet of Martin, leaving the

Norwich inflict
more misery on

Sunderland
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SWANSEA: Bafetimbi Gomis and Andre Ayew
scored as Swansea City beat 10-man
Newcastle United 2-0 yesterday to leave the
visitors without a win after two Premier
League games.

Gomis struck in the ninth minute to give
Garry Monk’s side the lead and after Newcastle
full-back Daryl Janmaat had been sent off for a
second yellow card, in the 41st minute, Ayew

claimed his second goal of the season. The
result left Monk’s men in fourth place in the
nascent standings, while the performance at
the Liberty Stadium suggested that they can
aspire to even greater heights than last sea-
son’s eighth-place finish. Having helped them-
selves to a valuable point at champions
Chelsea seven  days previously, Swansea
began this game with real confidence, with
Jonjo Shelvey once again dictating the pace of
the game.

The former Liverpool man delivered pass
after pass, with genuine menace, and played
the leading role as Swansea took an early lead
against Steve McClaren’s side.

Having featured twice in an intricate pas-
sage of play around the half-way line, Shelvey
delivered an exquisite pass to leave Gomis
with only goalkeeper Tim Krul to beat. Last

weekend, Thibaut Courtois was forced to
upend the Frenchman and suffered the
ignominy of not only being sent off, but con-
ceding the penalty that would earn Swansea a
laudable point.

This time, Krul avoided contact with the
French striker, but was powerless to prevent
Gomis from rounding him and rolling the ball
into an empty net.

Newcastle, who spent more than £35 mil-
lion ($54.8 million, 49.3 million euros) during
the transfer window, looked anything but
capable of breaking down a resolute Swansea
back four.

When they finally eased their way into the
final third, Gabriel Obertan nipped inside full-
back Kyle Naughton and brought out a decent
save from Lukasz Fabianski.

A goal down and with little to show for their

first-half efforts, Newcastle found themselves a
man down four minutes before the break.

Having been booked for a crude challenge
on Jefferson Montero in the 16th minute,
Janmaat was sent off after grabbing Montero’s
shirt as the Ecuadorian once again left him in
his wake.

There were no arguments from either
McClaren or Janmaat, who left for the chang-
ing rooms with his head held low. Swansea
came close to doubling their lead two min-
utes into the second half when Gylfi
Sigurdsson beat Krul from 25 yards, only for
the ball to hit the bar, land on the goal-line,
and bounce out. Montero also struck a post,
but Newcastle’s relief was short-lived as
Swansea made the game safe when the out-
standing Montero swept past Chancel
Mbemba and crossed for Ayew to rise and

head past Krul. McClaren’s response was to
withdraw Papiss Cisse and play the final 38
minutes without a striker. The words ‘damage
limitation’ sprung to mind and some of the
visiting fans, who had seen their side draw 2-2
at home to Southampton last weekend,
seemed far from pleased. His decision did little
to change the flow of the game as Swansea
continued to create opportunities.

Ayew was wide with a header from yet
another Montero cross and after Nathan Dyer
replaced Ayew with 20 minutes remaining,
Shelvey tested Krul, once again, from a tight
angle. That the score did not change said
more about Swansea’s finishing than it did
about Newcastle’s defending as McClaren
was left to reflect on a return of one point
from a possible six in his first two league
games. — AFP

SWANSEA: Swansea City’s French-born Ghanaian striker Andre Ayew (right) scores from a header past Newcastle United’s Argentinian defender Fabricio Coloccini during the English Premier League football match.  — AFP
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defender with the easiest of finishes.
It was 2-0 eight minutes before the

interval as Whittaker played a one-two
with Wes Hoolahan before sending a
right-foot shot across Pantilimon and into
the net.

Sunderland had been unbeaten at
home against Norwich since August 1997
but the visitors were out of sight 12 min-

utes after the restart, Redmond this time
exchanging passes with Hoolahan before
applying the finish low at the near post.

The hosts’ consolation goal arrived
two minutes before the end, the 21-year-
old Watmore coming off the bench to
score on his Premier League debut after
Norwich had failed to deal with a
Jeremain Lens free-kick.  — AFP


