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GERMANY: Bremen’s Austrian midfielder Zlatko Junuzovic tries to score with a free kick during the German First Division Bundesliga football match against Schalke 04. —AFP

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund threw down the
gauntlet to defending champions Bayern
Munich yesterday with a 4-0 drubbing of
Borussia Moenchengladbach on the opening
weekend of the new Bundesliga season.

After Jurgen Klopp resigned last season,
Dortmund’s new coach Thomas Tuchel began
his tenure in emphatic style with left winger
Henrikh Mkhitaryan scoring twice as Marco
Reus and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang also
netted.

Bayern began their quest for an historic
fourth successive title when they routed
Hamburg 5-0 at home on Friday. But 2012
German champions Dortmund suggested Pep
Guardiola’s Bavarians may not have it all their
own way this season by hammering Gladbach,

who finished third last season.  “The defeat
was clearly deserved. Full stop. Dortmund
were much better,” admitted Gladbach coach
Lucien Favre. “The tempo was too high for us, I
have to say. We couldn’t control the game.”

Dortmund took the lead after just 15 min-
utes when Germany winger Reus hammered
home Shinji Kawaga’s pass, while
Aubameyang added their second when he
headed home Marcel Schmelzer’s pin-point
cross six minutes later.

To the delight of the home supporters in
the 81,359-strong crowd, Dortmund made it
3-0 at half-time when Mkhitaryan slotted
home on 33 minutes after Aubameyang had
torn the Gladbach defence to pieces. The
Armenia international added Dortmund’s

fourth and his second on 50 minutes when he
drilled home Reus’ final pass with
Aubameyang also waiting to score.

It could have been five as Kagawa, who was
outstanding in the attacking midfield, ham-
mered his shot wide of the post soon after.
Dortmund have also won their two Europa
League games, and a German Cup match, this
season by scoring 12 goals without reply.

“We have won all of our four games so far
this season without conceding. We have
played very well until now, but any big praise
is still too early,” said Dortmund captain Mats
Hummels. Earlier, Bayer Leverkusen warmed
up for their Champions League play-off clash
at Lazio on Tuesday with a 2-1 comeback win
against Hoffenheim. Leverkusen face Lazio

away on Tuesday, with the return on August
26, for a place in the Champions League group
stage and 19-year-old Julian Brandt came off
the bench to score their winner at home to
Hoffenheim. Newly-promoted Ingolstadt cele-
brated their debut in Germany’s top flight with
a 1-0 win at Mainz as Austria international
Lukas Hinterseer scored their second-half win-
ner. Fellow new boys Darmstadt finished their
first game in the Bundesliga for 33 years with a
2-2 draw against Hanover in an action-packed
match.

Schalke picked up their first win under new
coach Andre Breitenreiter with a 3-0 victory at
Werder Bremen. The hosts conceded an
unlucky first-half own goal when Czech
defender Theodor Gebre Selassie beat Schalke

striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar to the ball, but his
clearance looped over Werder goalkeeper
Felix Wiedwald and into his own net.

Cameroon striker Eric Choupo-Moting con-
verted a pass from his international team-
mate Joel Matip on 68 minutes before
Huntelaar finished off a superb counter-attack
on 85 minutes by 19-year-old substitute Leroy
Sane, who had just come on.

Meanwhile, Paraguay striker Raul Bobadilla
penned a contract extension at Augsburg until
2018 only to be sent off just 45 minutes into
the new Bundesliga season on Saturday in his
team’s 1-0 defeat at home to Hertha Berlin.

Last season’s runners-up Wolfsburg are at
home to Eintracht Frankfurt on Sunday, while
Stuttgart are at home to Cologne.—AFP

Dortmund rout Gladbach to open Tuchel era

SPAIN: Barcelona’s Pedro Rodriguez (right) duels for the ball with Athletic Bilbao’s Markel Susaeta (left) and Aymeric Laporte (center) during
their Spanish Super Cup soccer match first leg at San Mames stadium. —AP

MADRID: European champions Barcelona were
stunned by an Aritz Aduriz hat-trick and bril-
liant opener from Mikel San Jose as Athletic
Bilbao took a 4-0 lead into the second-leg of
the Spanish Super Cup.

Barca had picked up their fourth trophy of
the year in Tbilisi on Tuesday with a 5-4 win
over Sevilla in extra time in the UEFA Super
Cup.

But those exertions clearly took their toll as
an under-strength side was dominated from
the off by the Basques who exacted revenge for
defeat in the Copa del Rey final back in May.

San Jose fired in a volley from just inside the
Barca half to break the deadlock before Aduriz
struck three times in 15 second-half minutes to
give Ernesto Valverde’s side a huge advantage
heading into Monday’s second-leg.

“To score four against Barcelona is almost
impossible. We are very satisfied with our work
but the second leg is still to come and it is
going to be very tough,” Aduriz told Spanish TV
station Telecinco. “We cannot think that Barca
in their stadium can’t score four goals. They are
the best and capable of doing anything.”

Barca’s defensive deficiencies had been laid
bare in blowing a 4-1 lead against Sevilla that
forced them into an energy-sapping extra 30

minutes in the Georgian capital. However, with
Gerard Pique among four first-team regulars
rested the Catalans were even more of a sham-
bles at the back and this time couldn’t be res-
cued by an off-colour Luis Suarez and Lionel
Messi. It is the first time in 14 years that the
Catalans have conceded four times in two con-
secutive games. “It is going to be difficult, but
we have won many matches by many goals and
we will try until the last minute,” said a defiant
Javier Mascherano.

“It is a one-off situation. They had four or
five chances and scored four.  Obviously that is
not normal, especially given how we finished
last season, but don’t count us out yet.

“Now we have to correct what we did
wrong, but above all prepare for the return leg.”
San Jose began an unforgettable night for the
hosts in fitting fashion as he pounced on Marc-
Andre Ter Stegen’s headed clearance to fire the
ball beyond the German ‘keeper from just
beyond the halfway line.

Barca slowly began to get back into the
game, but they didn’t seriously threaten until
first-half stoppage time when Pedro Rodriguez
was clipped on the edge of the area.

Messi scored twice from free-kicks against
Sevilla in midweek and couldn’t have struck

this one much better as Gorka Iraizoz flew to
his right to claw the ball away from the top cor-
ner with an outstretched hand. The visitors
twice came close to an equaliser at the start of
the second period as Pedro fired off the under-
side of the bar before Iraizoz made another bril-
liant save to deny Messi from Suarez’s clever
cut-back. However, the game turned back in
Athletic’s favour when Sabin Merino beat Dani
Alves for pace and his cross was powerfully
headed home by Aduriz.

More poor defending from Luis Enrique’s
men was punished nine minutes later as the
ball ricocheted around the area before Aduriz
smashed home on the turn.

And the veteran str iker was given the
chance to complete his hat-trick when Alves
was adjudged to have pulled down Borja
Etxeita from a corner and Aduriz confidently
sent Ter Stegen the wrong way from the spot.
Messi and Suarez tried to lift the visitors in the
final quarter, but even they couldn’t find a way
past a resolute Athletic defence. Barca now
have a huge mountain to climb at the Camp
Nou on Monday if they are to maintain their
push to emulate Pep Guardiola’s Barca side
which won six trophies in a calendar year six
years ago.—AFP

Bilbao thrash Barca 4-0

GLASGOW: Stuart Armstrong grabbed a dou-
ble as Celtic warmed up for their crucial
Champions League qualifier against Malmo
with a 4-2 defeat of Inverness Caledonian
Thistle yesterday.

Mikel Lustig headed in the opener in the
eighth minute before Leigh Griffiths nodded
home a second four minutes later. Armstrong
sent a curling 55th minute strike past Owain
Williams before making it 4-0 with a low drive
in the 69th minute.

With the contest seemingly over substi-
tute Ryan Christie pulled one back in the 71st
minute with fellow substitute Dani Lopez
halving the deficit seven minutes later. The
win keeps Celtic second in the Scottish
Premiership on 10 points to continue their
unbeaten start before Wednesday’s visit of
Swedish champions Malmo. “The response
from the game against Kilmarnock was very
good,” a delighted Celtic manager Ronny
Deila said.

“That was a very good team performance
from us and I’m very happy to see that.”
Inverness manager John Hughes was disap-
pointed in the manner his side had conceded.

“We shot ourselves in the foot. The first
goal was from a free-kick, the second was a
cross and the third came after we gave the
ball away cheaply,” Hughes said. “We got a bit
of pride back in the second half and I think
we showed we aren’t a bad side.”

Hearts remain top of the table as they
maintained their 100 per cent start to the

campaign with a 2-1 win away to Ross
County. Scott Brown’s return to captain Celtic
after an absence of two games was one of
five changes for the Hoops as Deila fielded a
full-strength line-up following their midweek
draw with Kilmarnock. Celtic were on the
front foot from the start and soon found
themselves in front. 

Stefan Johansen floated a free-kick to the
far post where Lustig sent a header down into
the turf and bouncing in. Inverness barely
had time to regroup before Celtic added a
second.  Some fancy footwork on the wing
gave Nir Bitton space to swing in a cross to
the back post where Griffiths leapt above his
marker to nod down in to the bottom corner.

A free-flowing passing move ended with a
Johansen effort coming back off the bar
before a follow-up shot from Stuart
Armstrong was stopped on the line by Ross
Draper. Celtic goalkeeper Craig Gordon had
been a virtual spectator but was called into
action just before the break when he had to
be alert to tip over a dipping shot from
Andrea Mbuyi-Mutombo.

It took just 10 minutes of the second
half for Celtic to add to their advantage.
Johansen’s low shot was palmed away by
Williams but Griffiths chased the ball down
on the wing and picked out Armstrong,
who sent a curling shot beyond the keeper.
Armstrong capped off an impressive dis-
play  with a  second str ike  in  the 69th
minute. —AFP

Armstrong gives 
Celtic Euro lift

Platini warned me 
of prison — Blatter

PARIS: FIFA president Sepp Blatter has
alleged UEFA counterpart Michel Platini
warned him he faced prison if he did not
withdraw from the world football governing
body’s presidential race.

Speaking exclusively to Dutch newspaper
de Volkskrant, Blatter claimed the warning, in
which Platini allegedly said Blatter would go
to jail if he did not withdraw from May’s FIFA
presidential race, was made to the Swiss offi-
cial’s brother. But a source close to Platini,
contacted by AFP, described the claim as
“ridiculous”. Blatter said he found his 80-year-
old brother Peter crying at the FIFA congress
in Zurich in May, where the 79-year-old
Blatter was re-elected for a fifth FIFA term,
before later vowing to step down and hold
new elections.

“During lunch, Platini had sat down at my
brother’s table and said: ‘Tell Sepp to with-
draw from the election or he will  go to
prison’,” said Blatter.

Blatter claimed the exchange happened
before the elections but his brother only told
him about it afterwards. “This complete fabri-
cation is the latest in a series of attempts from
Zurich to distract everyone from the prob-

lems FIFA is confronted with,” a source close
to Platini told AFP.

“The UEFA president will not dignify these
ridiculous allegations with a response.” Blatter
continued his claims by saying he felt
betrayed by Platini, 60, who is the favourite to
succeed the Swiss in February’s new election.
“You know, there was a time when our rela-
tionship was like that of a father and his son,”
said Blatter. 

“He worked for me for four years at FIFA,
after the 1998 World Cup in France. Together
we prepared his board memberships of both
UEFA and FIFA. In 2007, he also became presi-
dent of UEFA, with my direct support.”

Blatter said Platini has “changed” but that
he does not know why the UEFA chief, a for-
mer France international player and coach,
should have turned against him.

“You will have to ask him about his charac-
ter. I don’t know what goes on in his head,”
said Blatter. Although Blatter was re-elected,
despite a corruption scandal engulfing the
whole process after seven FIFA officials were
arrested over accusations of bribery, the Swiss
announced four days later that he would
resign. —AFP


