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BRNO: Yamaha rider Jorge Lorenzo from Spain cuts a curve to win the MotoGP qualification at the Masaryk circuit in Brno, Czech Republic. —AP

BRNO: Spanish Yamaha rider Jorge Lorenzo
took pole for today’s Czech Republic MotoGP
in Brno after setting a new lap record in
Saturday’s qualifying session.

Reigning champion Marc Marquez, on a
Honda, and championship leader Valentino
Rossi, Lorenzo’s Yamaha teammate, will com-
plete the front row.

The 28-year-old Lorenzo, the 2010 and
2012 champion, clocked 1min 54.989sec on
the 5.4-kilometre (3.36-mile) circuit in the
southern Czech city, wiping off his own record
from Saturday morning’s practice.

Fellow Spaniard Marquez, the 2013 and
2014 champion, stayed just 0.074sec behind
Lorenzo while Italian star Rossi trailed by

0.364sec on a hot and dry afternoon.
Rossi leads the overall standings with 195

points after 10 out of the season’s 18 MotoGP
races, ahead of Lorenzo on 186 and Marquez
with 139.

“Before the qualifying I thought a lap time
similar to the other time I made this morning
was enough to make a pole position but I was
wrong,” said Lorenzo, the last non-Honda rider
to win at Brno in 2010. “I improved a little bit
on braking, I improved a little bit on opening
the throttle,” added Lorenzo, who earned his
second pole this season.

Marquez, who won at Brno in 2013, said he
could see Lorenzo was too fast for him mid-
way through the qualifying session.

“Already there I understood, OK, today the
pole position will be difficult,” said the 22-year-
old, who won the last two MotoGP races.

“We must be happy because yesterday we
were really far... and today we were closer and
closer, maybe not close enough, but for the
race distance I feel happy.”

Rossi, the nine-time world champion across
all categories, said qualifying on the front row
was “very, very important” after a series of
lacklustre qualifying performances.

“Jorge and Marc are very fast from the
beginning and if you start behind, it becomes
impossible to stay with them,” said the 36-
year-old legend, who has won five top-class
races at Brno, the last one in 2009.

“I’m very happy with this result,  also
because we worked very well with the team
and already from this morning we found a
good way but this afternoon we improved the
setting.

“It’s very important to start from the front
row because it will be a very hard race,” added
Rossi, who has made it on to the podium in all
races so far this season.

Italian Ducati duo Andrea Iannone and
Andrea Dovizioso took the fourth and sixth
places respectively, with Britain’s Yamaha rider
Bradley Smith sandwiched between them.

Last year ’s Brno winner Dani Pedrosa,
Marquez’s teammate and compatriot, only
managed ninth spot after a heavy crash in

Friday’s practice.
Weather might be an issue on Sunday as

forecasters predict storms following an
unprecedented heat wave that sent track tem-
peratures soaring to 50 degrees Celsius (122
Fahrenheit) on Friday.

In the Moto2 class, French rider Johann
Zarco, the championship leader, took the pole
position ahead of defending champion Tito
Rabat of Spain and another Spaniard Alex Rins,
all of them on Kalex bikes. 

And in Moto3, Italy’s Niccolo Antonelli on a
Honda earned his first pole position of the sea-
son ahead of two other Honda riders, champi-
onship leader Danny Kent of Britain and
Spain’s Jorge Navarro.—AFP

Lorenzo grabs MotoGP pole

MONTREAL: Novak Djokovic had to fight off an
upset bid from qualifier Ernests Gulbis, defeating
the Latvian 5-7, 7-6 (9/7), 6-1 on Friday to reach
the semi-finals of the Montreal Masters.

But Rafael Nadal, like Djokovic a former
champion at the event, was unable to escape an
on-form Kei Nishikori as the fourth seed sent out
the Spaniard 6-2, 6-4 thanks in part to six dou-
ble-faults from Nadal. The red-hot Nishikori is
riding a wave of momentum from his hardcourt
title last week in Washington and will next face
second seed Andy Murray who beat French
10th-seeded holder Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-4, 6-4
and took revenge for a semi-final loss a year ago
in Canada.

Nishikori won his first match against Nadal
after seven losses, taking just under 90 minutes
to advance in his best Canadian showing. “It
took a long time to finally beat him, but I’m very
happy to win my first match against Rafael,” said
Nishikori. “I knew I have to be aggressive, so I
have to change some tactics to play against
Rafa. “Everything was feeling well today. I felt like
everything was going in. “I mean, he’s still not
maybe 100 per cent, but he’s Rafa.” Seventh seed
Nadal was playing in Canada for the first time
since winning his third title here in 2013 and he
now stands 28-7 in the country.

Djokovic found himself down a set and a
break against Gulbis. Gulbis, whose career best
was a Roland Garros semi-final in 2014, has since
gone into a funk in 2015.

But he forced his world number one to save
two match points in the second-set tiebreaker of
a thriller lasting two and a half hours. Djokovic
levelled at a set apiece and re-established order
as he ran away with the third set for the win.
“Ernests was a better player for two sets-unfortu-
nately he missed two match points,” Djkovic said.

“I wasn’t very happy with my game. But you
have to muscle it out sometimes and I had to
put in the effort. “One day you play well, the oth-
er you don’t. It’s important to stay committed to
every point, believe, fight. That’s what gets you
out of trouble.”

Djokovic is bidding for his fourth Canadian
title and the win puts him into a semi-final
against unseeded Jeremy Chardy. Chardy
booked his first career appearance in the semi-
final of an ATP Masters 1000 event, struggling for
three hours to defeat John Isner 6-7 (9/11), 7-6
(15/13), 7-6 (7/4).

Chardy overcame 32 aces from the big
American to reach the final four. The match,
which began two hours late due to rain, lasted
three hours and eight minutes.

“I’m very proud to reach my first Masters
semi-final,” said the 49th-ranked winner who lev-
elled his season record at 18-18. “I was lucky to
come back in the second. “I’m really happy. I
stayed really focused and really strong in my
head the whole match.”

Chardy advanced with 12 aces and a single
break of serve while saving break points on six
of seven occasions. The Frenchman has cast a
spell over Isner in their career meetings, winning
all four of their matches including at Roland
Garros in the second round in May.—AFP

Djokovic reaches semis, 
Nishikori defeats Nadal

MONTREAL: Kei Nishikori, of Japan celebrates his victory over Rafael Nadal of Spain during the
quarter finals of the Rogers Cup tennis tournament. —AP

Serena dominates Vinci
TORONTO: World number one Serena Williams
continued her march towards her fourth Toronto
title Friday with a 6-4, 6-3 dismantling of Italy’s
Roberta Vinci in the quarter-finals of the WTA
Rogers Cup.

The 33-year-old Williams extended her
Toronto match win streak to 14, powering her
way past Vinci by blasting 12 aces in the 78-
minute centre court match.

“Overall it was well fought,” Williams said. “I
definitely feel it’s another step in the right direc-
tion. “I don’t feel like I’m at my best or anywhere
near it, but it’s the right direction and I want to
keep going.” She moves on to face 18-year-old
Belinda Bencic in the semi-finals at the hard-
court warm-up event for the US Open, the year’s
final Grand Slam tournament that begins August
31.

Williams could win her fifth Grand Slam title
in a row and complete a calendar year Grand
Slam by defending her US Open crown. That
would also give her 22 Grand Slam singles titles,
matching Steffi Graf for the most in the Open
era.

Williams won in Toronto in her last two
appearances in 2011 and 2013. Her first title here
came in 2001. She pulled out of the Stanford
tournament last week with an elbow injury but
says it is no longer a problem.”I had a day off and
it really helped. The last couple of matches it was

OK,” she said.  Williams won 76 percent of her
first serve points and saved five of six break
points on her serve. Vinci, who reached the final
of the Nurnberg tournament earlier this year,
made four double faults and won just 40 percent
of her second serve points. The world number 53
lost in the first round at Wimbledon and the
French Open this year.

Williams next plays Swiss Bencic who beat
fifth seeded Ana Ivanovic in straight sets 6-4, 6-2
in a night match. Romanian second seed Simona
Halep advanced to the semi-finals by roaring
back to defeat Polish sixth seed Agnieszka
Radwanska 0-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Halep next will face Italy’s Sara Errani, who
defeated Ukraine qualifier Lesia Tsurenko 6-4, 6-
4 in another semi-final. Radwanska won the first
seven games of the match and looked in control.
But Halep battled to 3-3 in the second set and
then seized command, winning eight games in a
row to reach the brink of victory.

Radwanska held at love in the penultimate
game but Halep matched her in the concluder to
claim her 300th career singles victory after one
hour and 40 minutes on the court. “It was a
tough match,” Halep said. “She played an amaz-
ing first set. I couldn’t move my legs first set. I
made many mistakes,” she said. “But I kept my
concentration and changed a few things and
was able to come back.”—AFP

ATLANTA: Tennessee Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota (8) lies on the field after
being sacked by Atlanta Falcons defensive tackle Tyson Jackson (94) during the first
half of an NFL football preseason game. —AP

Falcons soar over Titans
ATLANTA: Tennessee rookie quarterback
Marcus Mariota, whose first two drives end-
ed with an interception and a fumble,
recovered to lead a touchdown drive in the
Titans’ 31-24 loss to the Atlanta Falcons in a
preseason opener Friday night.

Atlanta’s Matt Ryan completed all six
passes for 86 yards on his only possession,
including a 13-yard touchdown to Julio
Jones.

With the assistance of Mariota’s early
turnovers, the Falcons led 17-0 behind new
coach Dan Quinn before the Titans pulled
even at 24. Michael Ford’s 1-yard touch-
down run midway through the fourth quar-
ter snapped the tie.

Mariota, the No. 2 overall draft pick,
went 7 of 8 for 94 yards. Paul Worrilow
returned Mariota’s fumble 14 yards for a
touchdown.

PANTHERS 25, BILLS 24
Joe Webb’s short pass to running back

Brandon Wegher led to a 42-yard touch-
down with 54 seconds left and Carolina
won it on a 2-point conversion.

The Panthers’ third-string quarterback
hit Paul Browning for the 2-pointer to seal
the victory, as coach Ron Rivera went for
the win rather than have an exhibition
game decided in overtime.

The loss spoiled new Bills coach Rex
Ryan’s first game at Ralph Wilson Stadium.
Fired by the New York Jets at the end of last
season, he was hired by Buffalo to replace
Doug Marrone, who stepped down abrupt-
ly on Dec. 31. The Bills were in a position to
win after EJ Manuel put them ahead 24-17
by hitting receiver Deonte Thompson in
stride for a 51-yard touchdown late in the
third quarter.

BENGALS 23, GIANTS 10
Andy Dalton completed all three of his

passes, and the Bengals’ starting offense
was impressive in its only drive. Dalton was
3 for 3 for 31 yards, including a 3-yard
touchdown pass to Mohamed Sanu. Coach

Marvin Lewis decided that was enough,
resting his starting offense after only 2 min-
utes, 55 seconds on the field.

Dalton had completions of 12, 16 and 3
yards, and Jeremy Hill ran twice for 15
yards. It was much different for the Giants’
starters. Eli Manning and the rest of the
offense stayed on the field until early in the
second quarter, managing only one first
down and 38 yards in four series. The teams
practiced against each other for two days
last week without incident.

JAGUARS 23, STEELERS 21
Ben Roethlisberger threw a 44-yard

touchdown pass to Martavis Bryant on the
opening drive, and Pittsburgh was much
more proficient in its second preseason
game. The Jaguars (1-0) were the real los-
ers, though. Tight end Julius Thomas
injured a finger on his left hand on the
team’s second play and did not return.

The Steelers (0-2) managed just three
points and 191 yards in a 14-3 loss to
Minnesota in the Hall of Fame game last
Sunday. Roethlisberger, running back
Le’Veon Bell, receiver Antonio Brown and
several other starters sat out. The trio came
up big in just six plays of work against the
Jaguars.

Roethlisberger completed all three pass-
es for 59 yards, including a perfectly lobbed
deep ball to Bryant on third down. Bell car-
ried twice for 18 yards.  And Brown caught
the only ball throw in his direction.

RAIDERS 18, RAMS 3
Derek Carr completed three passes to

Oakland rookie receiver Amari Cooper on
an opening field-goal drive and the Raiders
won their exhibition opener under new
coach Jack Del Rio.

Carr kept looking for Cooper and threw
an interception to Trumaine Johnson in the
end zone on the second drive before leav-
ing for the night. Nick Foles drove the Rams
to a field goal on his first drive, but that’s all
St. Louis could generate.—AP


