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GALLE: Sri Lankan team members carry Kumar Sangakkara on their shoulders as they walk around the field to celebrate their win over India by
63 runs in their first Test cricket match. —AP

GALLE: Veteran left-arm spinner Rangana
Herath grabbed seven wickets as Sri Lanka
stunned India by 63 runs in a thrilling first Test
in Galle yesterday.

The tourists, set a victory target of 176 runs,
were skittled for 112 in their second innings
after lunch on the fourth day to give Sri Lanka
the lead in the three-match series.

Ajinkya Rahane top-scored with 36, but only
three other batsmen reached double figures as
India folded up in just 49.5 overs. In a remark-
able turnaround, Sri Lanka won after being
reduced to 95-5 in their second innings before
lunch on the third day, still 98 runs away from
avoiding an innings defeat.

Dinesh Chandimal smashed a brilliant 162
off 169 balls, sharing valuable partnerships
with Lahiru Thirimanne (44) and Jehan Mubarak
(49) to lift the hosts to 367.

India’s hopes of celebrating Independence
Day in style vanished in a dramatic morning
session in which six wickets fell  after the
tourists started the day at 23-1.

The 37-year-old Herath picked up four of
those wickets to finish with seven for 48 in 21
overs, his 22nd five-wicket haul in 61 Tests.
Young off-spinner Tharindu Kaushal backed his
senior partner by taking the other three wick-
ets for 47 runs.

‘SPEECHLESS’ 
Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews said he

was “speechless” at clinching victory after his
team was down in the dumps on the third
morning.

“What a turnaround this has been, I am quite
speechless,” he said. “It was a great effort to
come back from where we were.

“Chandimal was outstanding and he single-
handedly got us to a fighting score. The wicket
was pretty demanding and we knew it won’t be
an easy target to chase.

“Rangana is, of course, a quality bowler and
we were really not surprised how well  he

bowled. He may be 37 but he keeps coming up
with such match-winning spells.

“We are a team in transition, so this win is a
real morale-booster. (I) hope we can continue
like this in the remaining two Tests.”

Indian captain Virat Kohli refused to make
excuses, saying the batsmen were unable to
take the pressure of chasing in the fourth
innings.

“We did not counter what was being thrown
at us,” he said. “We should have been more
smart with how we play the spinners.

‘INTENT LACKING’
“The need of the hour in the second innings

was to take calculated risks, but the intent was
lacking. It should be a lesson for all and we
need to improve on that.

“Everyone in the squad is disappointed. We
were let down by our batting.  There are no
excuses. It was a case of us not playing fearless
cricket. We were very tentative.”

It was only the second time Sri Lanka had
defended a target of less than 200. Pakistan, set

168 to win at Galle in 2009, were shot out for
117 with Herath claiming four wickets.

India made a slow start, adding seven runs
in six overs to their overnight score, five of
them coming off the bat of nightwatchman
Ishant Sharma.

Herath, who was brought on to bowl the
seventh over, struck with his first delivery by
trapping Ishant leg-before for 10 and then
bowled Rohit Sharma for four to reduce India to
34-3.

Eleven runs later Kaushal removed Indian
captain and star batsman Virat Kohli for three
as Kaushal Silva took a low, sharp catch at for-
ward short-leg off a bat-pad edge.

First-innings century-maker Shikhar Dhawan
plodded for 83 deliveries to make 28 when he
fell to a superb return catch by Kaushal, who
dived to his left on the follow-through to pluck
the ball. India, who went to lunch at 78-7, were
bowled out an our after resumption, leaving
them with a mountain to climb to save the
series when the second Test starts at the P. Sara
Oval in Colombo on August 20. —AFP

Herath spins Sri Lanka to
dramatic win over India

Sri Lanka 1st innings: 183 (A. Mathews 64, D.
Chandimal 59, R. Ashwin 6-46, A. Mishra 2-20)
India 1st innings: 375 (S. Dhawan 134, V.Kohli 103, W.
Saha 60, T. Kaushal 5-134)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings: 367 (D. Chandimal 162 not out,
L. Thirimanne 44, J. Mubarak 49, R. Ashwin 4-114, A.
Mishra 3-61)

India 2nd innings (overnight 23-1):
L. Rahul lbw b Herath 5
S. Dhawan c and b Kaushal 28
I. Sharma lbw b Herath 10
R. Sharma b Herath 4
V. Kohli c Silva b Kaushal 3
A. Rahane c Mathews b Herath 36

W. Saha st Chandimal b Herath 2
H. Singh c Silva b Herath 1
R. Ashwin c Prasad b Herath 3
A. Mishra c Karunaratne b Kaushal 15
V. Aaron not out 1
Extras: (lb2, w1, nb1) 4
Total (all out, 49.5 overs) 112 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Rahul), 2-30 (I. Sharma), 3-34 (R.
Sharma), 4-45 (Kohli), 5-60 (Dhawan), 6-65 (Saha), 7-67
(H. Singh), 8-81 (Ashwin), 9-102 (Rahane), 10-112
(Mishra).  
Bowling: Prasad 4-2-4-0 (nb1), Herath 21-6-48-7, Kaushal
17.5-1-47-3, Pradeep 6-3-8-0, Mathews 1-0-3-0 (w1). 
Sri Lanka won by 63 runs.

SCOREBOARD 
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Final scoreboard on the fourth day of the first Test between Sri Lanka and India at the Galle
International Stadium yesterday:

Jones grabs
lead in Kohler

KOHLER: Australia’s Matt Jones complet-
ed a bogey-free seven-under-par 65 yes-
terday to take a two-stroke lead on 11-
under 133 as the second round conclud-
ed at the 97th PGA Championship.

Jones and fellow Aussie Jason Day
were tied at nine under when a fierce
thunderstorm packing high winds forced
the suspension of play on Friday with 57
players still on the course.

When play resumed, Day was the first
man to reach 10 under with a birdie at
the 16th. But he bogeyed the par-four
18th at Whistling Straits to post a five-
under 67 that gave him sole possession
of second place on nine-under 135.

Jones, who teed off on 10 on Friday,
moved to 10 under with a birdie at the
sixth, and padded his lead with a 50-foot
birdie bomb at the eighth.

“For me, it’s amazing to be in the lead
at a major,” said the 35-year-old, playing
in his eighth grand slam tournament.
“I’ve been in the lead on a tour event, but
a major’s a different story.”

Jones said putting was the key to his
round. “My speed on the greens has
been really good, which is huge for me
when I putt,” said Jones, who was to tee
off in the final group of the third round
with Day at 3:06 p.m. (20:06 GMT).

“I’m going to have fun with it,” Jones
said. “I’m sure I’ll be nervous on the first
tee, but playing with Jason will be great.
England’s Justin Rose parred the 18th to
complete a five-under-par 67 that put
him in third place on 136, one stroke in
front Sweden’s David Lingmerth (70),
American Tony Finau (66) and India’s
Anirban Lahiri (67).

Masters and US Open champion

Jordan Spieth headed a group on six-
under 138.Spieth was looking good as he
completed his five-under 67 on Friday
that left him just one stroke off
Lingmerth’s early clubhouse lead. His
prediction that he’d be four or five back
heading into the third round proved
spot-on. “We’ve got some work to do this
weekend,” Spieth said of his bid to join
Ben Hogan and Tiger Woods as the only
men to win three major titles in one year.

Spieth is also closing in on Rory
McIlroy’s world number one ranking.
McIlroy, playing his first tournament
since the US Open in June after ruptur-
ing an ankle ligament on July 4, shot a
second straight 71 on Friday to lie nine
adrift.

Woods’s feat of winning the last three
majors of 2000 seemed a long time ago
as the 14-time major champion missed
the cut for his third straight major in a
row.

It was another new low for Woods,
who has slumped to 278th in the world
after injury and struggles with changes
to his swing.

He had already missed back-to-back
cuts in grand slam events for the first
time when he flopped at the US and
British Opens. Woods carded a one-over-
par 73 in the second round, but the dam-
age had been done with his three-over
75 in the first and his four-over total of
148 saw him miss the cut by two.

Other notable names who won’t be
around for the weekend include British
Open winner Zach Johnson-doomed by
uncharacteristic struggles with the driv-
er-and former major winners Adam Scott
and Padraig Harrington.—AFP

AUCKLAND: Ma’a Nonu grabbed two
tries as the All Blacks went up a gear and
silenced their critics by scoring 28 unan-
swered points in the second half to
thrash Australia 41-13 at Eden Park in
Auckland on Saturday and retain the
Bledisloe Cup.

Dane Coles and Conrad Smith also
scored tries, while referee Nigel Owens
awarded a penalty try for a high tackle
on scrumhalf Aaron Smith by Quade
Cooper, that resulted in the flyhalf being
sinbinned in the 47th minute.

The All Blacks scored two of their tries
while he was off the field. Dan Carter
added 16 points from the boot in captain
Richie McCaw’s record 142nd test match
as the world champions stamped an
emphatic message to their challengers
they would not relinquish the Webb Ellis
trophy easily next month. Cooper slotted
two first-half penalties while Israel Folau
scored a consolation late try for the visi-
tors, who had hopes of clinching the
Bledisloe Cup for the first time since they
lost it in 2003 after a 27-19 victory in
Sydney last week.

“That was a performance the whole
country can be proud of and we in the
team are incredibly proud of,” All Blacks
coach Steve Hansen said. “It’s more of
what we expect from our group and this
goes to show we were well off the pace
last week.”

While the lessons from Sydney did not
seem to have been learned by the home
side in the opening quarter when they
were error-prone and kicked much of

their possession away, the Wallabies
barely featured in the final 60 minutes.

A turnover by Sam Whitelock deep
inside his own territory after a succession
of Wallabies attacks in the 21st minute
that led to Coles’ try changed the
momentum of the game.

The All Blacks went into halftime with
a narrow 13-6 lead, but came out in the
second half with improved accuracy,
intensity and decision making.

Their forwards cleared out at the
breakdown, phases were built and they
allowed the backs to run more directly at
their opponents.

Carter used that extra space to finally
re-discover his running game that had
appeared to have deserted him for sever-
al years, while Nonu’s hard straight bursts
got them over the advantage line and
punched holes in the defence.

The All Blacks had put the Wallabies
under immense pressure before Cooper’s
indiscretion, though Michael Cheika’s
gamble to play the flyhalf despite his his-
tory of poor performances against the
New Zealanders did not bear fruit.

Several of Cheika’s other selection
gambles, notably Will Skelton, Wycliff
Palu and Henry Speight, were mostly
anonymous and but for Folau’s try from a
wayward cross-kick, the score could have
been more damaging to their confidence
ahead of the World Cup.

“We knew it would be tough but we
got outclassed tonight,” Wallabies cap-
tain Stephen Moore said. “Full credit to
Richie and his team.”—Reuters

All Blacks
destroy Wallabies

AUCKLAND: Richie McCaw of New Zealand lifts the trophy after the All Blacks won
during the Bledisloe Cup rugby union match between the Australian Wallabies and
New Zealand All Blacks. —AFP JAKARTA: Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia cruised

into his fourth straight men’s singles final at the
world championships yesterday, but must over-
come Chinese top seed Chen Long to win his
elusive gold.

Lee, a three-time runner up at badminton’s
most prestigious event, advanced to yet another
title match after swatting aside second seed Jan
O. Jorgensen of Denmark 21-7, 21-19. 

The former world number one is unseeded
for the first time in years at this world champi-
onships, having just returned from an eight-
month ban for doping.

But he has staged a ferocious comeback and
looked dangerous as ever in Jakarta, dismissing
four seeded opponents in his relentless march
towards a maiden world crown.

But to end his gold medal drought the
Malaysian superstar must beat world number
one Chen, who defeated him in last year’s world
championship final and has already won four
titles this season.

“Last year and this year are very different,”
said 32-year-old Lee. “This is my chance, and
maybe my last opportunity.” Jorgensen, who will
take home bronze after his impressive win over
Chinese legend Lin Dan in the quarter finals, was
caught completely off guard as Lee unleashed
his full potential.

“You could say that I forgot how it is to play
Lee Chong Wei,” the Dane said. “Nobody else in
the world has that speed. I think he will win.”

Chen smashed Kento Momota of Japan 21-9,
21-15 to advance to his second straight final, but
acknowledged defending his world title this year
would be no easy task. 

Meanwhile world number one Carolina
Marin, who almost didn’t make the world cham-
pionships due to injury, staged a gripping come-
back against South Korea’s Sung Ji-Hyun to book
a second-straight finals appearance.  The
Spanish top seed and defending champion
screamed in triumph as she emerged victorious
after a 90-minute battle over Sung 21-17, 15-21,
21-16. 

Marin will face second seed Saina Nehwal
after she brushed off local favourite Lindaweni
Fanetri 21-17, 21-17. Marin claimed the first
game against Sung comfortably but lost her

composure in the second, becoming increasing-
ly frustrated as her unforced errors mounted and
her lead slipped away.

She trailed Sung in the third game 13-8
before rallying, taking 10 unanswered points in a
fiery comeback that left her Korean opponent
spinning.”Today I was nervous and sometimes I
was angry with myself because I wasn’t thinking
about what I had to do, I was thinking about the
score,” the 22-year-old European champion told
reporters. 

Sung said she was struggling with stamina
and cramps after enduring an 82-minute quar-
ter-final marathon against Indian shuttler P.V.
Sindhu.

There was a major upset in the men’s doubles
as Indonesia’s Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra
Setiawan upstaged the top-ranked South
Korean pair Lee Yong Dae and Yoo Yeon Seong
21-17, 21-19.

The third-seeded local pair were roared into
the finals by a thundering home crowd, and are
tipped to win Indonesia’s only gold medal of the
tournament when they meet China’s ninth-seed-
ed duo Liu Xiaolong and Qiu Zihan today.

Danish pair Christinna Pedersen and Kamilla
Rytter Juhl have a chance to make history when
they face China’s Tian Qing and Zhao Yunlei in
the women’s doubles finals.

If the fourth-seeded Danes prevail over their
fifth-seeded counterparts it will be the first time
in 12 years a non-Chinese pair have won the
event. For a second year in a row it will be an all-
Chinese affair in the finals of the mixed doubles.

Top-ranked pair Zhang Nan and Zhao Yunlei
defeated resilient Indonesian duo Tontowi
Ahmad and Liliyana Natsir, while fourth seeded
Chinese pair Liu Cheng and Bao Yixin beat their
second seeded compatriots Xu Chen and Ma
Jin.—AFP

Lee books finals rematch against Chen in Jakarta

JAKARTA: Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei watches the shuttlecock after getting a point from
Denmarkís Jan O Jorgensen, during their menís singles semifinal match at the Badminton
World Federation championships. —AP


