
NEWS
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015

NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi warned
yesterday that corruption was eating away at India “like
a termite” as he used an Independence Day speech to
pledge his commitment to eradicating graft and pover-
ty. In an address from Delhi’s Red Fort, Modi sought to
silence growing doubts about his leadership after key
reforms stalled in a rancorous parliament session
dogged by allegations of corruption involving some of
his top lieutenants. Modi, who has a reputation as a
hardline Hindu nationalist, also warned against the
“poison” of communalism in a wide-ranging speech
that lasted for more than an hour.

But it was his comments on the dangers posed by
corruption that drew most attention, including his
admission that the problem went right to the top. “I
want to reaffirm that this nation will get rid of corrup-
tion. We can rid the country of corruption, we have to
start from the top,” said Modi. “Corruption is like a ter-
mite, it spreads slowly, reaches everywhere, but it can
be beaten with timely injections.” Modi’s speech comes
after some of the most senior figures in his Bharatiya
Janata Party became embroiled in corruption scandals,
including Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and the chief
ministers of Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh states.

The scandals have been particularly embarrassing as
Modi’s election win last year was built in part on a

pledge to clean up government after a series of scams
under the previous Congress administration. Modi said
there had been no cases of money being siphoned off
on his watch and that a new law on declaring income
had led to the disclosure of around one billion dollars
in hitherto hidden assets which will now be liable to
tax. 

Other economic reforms however have snagged in
parliament, including a national sales tax that the gov-
ernment sees as crucial to firing up growth. While the
economy is growing at around 7.5 percent, it still needs
to pick up pace to elevate the hundreds of millions of
people still mired in poverty in the world’s second most
populous nation.

Power for villages    
The right-wing premier, who has been accused of

being too close to big business, portrayed himself as a
champion of the poor by promising to help farmers
and lower-caste dalits, formerly known as untouch-
ables. Modi set a 1,000-day deadline for every village in
India to get electricity, urging state governments which
are responsible for power to ensure every community
is finally linked to the national grid. “Even after so many
decades of independence there are 18,500 villages in
India which do not have electricity,” he said. — AFP
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have borne fruit - ‘thanks to the legislative and exec-
utive authorities that enacted a law to set up a body to
run these projects.’ The body has formed its structure in
accordance with the international standards to help
Kuwait implement projects in a competitive and profes-
sional manner, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance said.

The body’s higher committee has approved six proj-
ects and their tenders were offered at the beginning of

this month, he added.  He affirmed that these projects
will be co-implemented by both public and private sec-
tors as the State of Kuwait seeks to boost the participa-
tion of the private sector in sustainable development.
Kuwait also plans to create a quantum leap in terms of
technologies used in these projects and services provid-
ed to citizens; transfer knowledge; create jobs for
nationals; attract investment opportunities in the coun-
try and support local economy to alleviate burdens on
the budget, he noted.  This move will be in favor of the
local economy, he expected. 

Kuwait govt approves series of projects...

HELENA: A retired Pittsburgh school-
teacher could do nothing but laugh
after a black bear broke into her car in
Montana, destroyed the interior while
trying to escape, and finally busted out
through the windshield. The bear
became trapped Thursday inside Ellen
Stolpe’s Toyota Camry at a lodge near
Yellowstone National Park. Stolpe
laughed because the incident was so
bizarre and she was relieved that
nobody was hurt. Still, she worries that
the bear’s persistent search for food
from humans likely will end with it
being killed. “The bear is addicted to
food that will put it in danger,” said
Stolpe, who taught middle school
English for 25 years.

Stolpe was in Montana to visit her
father, who volunteers at the
Yellowstone Bighorn Research
Association lodge - a base camp for
students doing geology research.  She
had been warned about bears in the
area so she cleaned the food and trash
out of her car but didn’t think to lock
the doors. The car was parked on a
slope and she believes the bear
climbed inside and the door closed
behind it, setting off a panic. Someone
heard a car horn about 5:30 am. The
bear pulled on the driver’s door so
hard the metal bent. Interior plastic
and fabric also was damaged. “There
was definitely a panicked loosening of
all bodily functions in the front passen-
ger seat,” Stolpe added.

People walking by two hours later
apparently spooked the bear and it
broke out through the windshield.

Other bear activity has been report-
ed in the Red Lodge area. Earlier this

week, two motorcycles were chewed
up when bears smelled food inside the
saddlebags. A bear also broke into two
houses, The Billings Gazette reported.
A bear broke into another vehicle at
the lodge to get beef jerky, Stolpe said,
and earlier a bear got into a stash of
granola bars, leaving the wrappers in a
neat pile. 

During the late summer and fall,
bears begin adding fat reserves as they
prepare for hibernation. Fish, Wildlife
and Parks officials recommend resi-
dents store garbage and animal food
in a locked building, remove bird feed-
ers from their yards and clean up
apples and other potential food
sources. —  AP 
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WAGAH BORDER: Sikhs demonstrate their Gatka martial arts skills during a ceremony to celebrate Independence Day at the India-Pakistan Wagah border post yesterday. (Inset) Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi addresses the nation on the country’s Independence Day from the ramparts of the historical Red Fort in New Delhi. Indians are celebrating their Independence Day on
August 15 after Britain ceded independence to the country in 1947. —  AFP 

MONTANA: Photo shows some of the damage caused to a Toyota
Camry after a black bear broke into the car and became trapped, near
Red Lodge, Mont. — AP 


