
INTERNATIONAL
SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015

Seventy years ago enthusiastic cheers of the
Korean people shook the whole land of Korea in
jubilation at achieving the country’s liberation
from the Japanese military occupation. Swelling
feelings of emotion and delight of those days that
are still lingering were the eruption of the yearning
and reverence for KIM IL SUNG, peerless patriot
and legendary hero who waged bloody-anti-
Japanese struggle to restore the lost country.

Korea, which had been writhing in agony of
national tragedy, was aflame with the joy of libera-
tion and the people were astire preparing for the
welcome of the triumphant return of the national
hero.

People from all walks of life in Pyongyang city
and South Phyongan Province organized the
preparatory committees to welcome General KIM
IL SUNG. Those in Taedong County formed sepa-
rately the home-town preparatory committee of
welcoming General KIM IL SUNG in expectation
that they would be the first to welcome him at
Mangyongdae, the General’s birthplace.

Other prominent figures in Seoul also formed
similar committees and made preparations for
hearty welcome of the General.

However, General KIM IL SUNG, who waged
decades-long bloody struggle since he had

walked out through the brushwood gate with a
firm resolve to achieve the country’s independ-
ence and finally liberated Korea, returned home
too quietly.

He went to the Kangson Steel Works (Chollima
Steel Complex at present), even though he saw
Mangyongdae within earshot, to discuss with
workers the building of a new Korea, proclaimed
the founding of the Workers’ Party of Korea and
settled urgent and important matters arising in
building a new country. After that he made the first
meeting with the people in the homeland on
October 14, Juche 34 (1945).

That day he mounted the platform of the
Pyongyang mass rally to welcome his triumphant
return. The cheers of the people wrapped in the
feelings of delight and excitement resounded in
the venue of the rally.

Every Korean, who saw General KIM IL SUNG on
the platform acknowledging their cheers, was sur-
prised that he was so young and outstanding hero
who defeated Japanese imperialism and thus res-
cued them from the lot of ruined nation.

The Pyongyang Minbo, a newspaper of those
days, wrote about the unforgettable scene under
the title Cheers of 400,000 People Shake Korea, A
Lovely Land.

“Has Pyongyang, with a large population of
400,000, ever had such a large meeting as this? Has
it ever held such an important meeting?”

“What gave historic significance to this meeting
and turned it into a storm of emotion, was that
General KIM IL SUNG, the great patriot of Korea
and a hero whom Pyongyang produced, was pres-
ent in person there, and extended joyful and warm
greetings and words of encouragement to the
people. . . .  As soon as General KIM IL SUNG
appeared on the platform, the hero whom the
Korean people hold in high respect and have been
looking forward to seeing, a storm of enthusiastic
cheers arose, and most of the audience were
deeply moved to silent tears.”

All newspapers and magazines in north and
south of Korea at that time always devoted their
first pages to the articles on General KIM IL SUNG.

It was the unanimous aspiration of all the
Korean people to entrust future of the country and
nation to the prominent leader and follow him in
creating their new life.

Ri Chan, a Korean revolutionary poet who wrote
the immortal revolutionary paeon The Song of
General KIM IL SUNG, when meeting the General
for the first time, sang in excitement he was the
light that could never be clouded and the sun of

the Korean nation that could never be concealed.
President KIM IL SUNG, who shouldered the

destiny of the country, wisely led Korea, once
eclipsed on the world map, along the line of
immortal Juche idea, and founded the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and turned it
into a dignified sovereign state, independent in
politics, self-sufficient in the economy, and self-
reliant in national defence.

Under the sagacious Songun leadership of the
great leader General KIM JONG IL, the DPRK was
developed into a strong bulwark of socialism, with
a reliable war-deterrent against any formidable
enemies.

The revolutionary paeon that reverberated
throughout the country seething with joy of libera-
tion soon after the surrender of Japanese imperial-
ists is still resounding in Songun Korea, inspiring
the people to building a thriving socialist country
under another brilliant and distinguished leader
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. 

Under his correct and energetic leadership, the
immoral ideas and great achievements of the Great
Leader President KIM IL SUNG and General KIM
JONG IL will be carried forward and added luster,
and the Korean people will certainly build a strong,
prosperous and reunified country.

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of Liberation 
of Korea from Japanese Colonial Rule on 15 August

TIANJIN: New small explosions rocked a disaster
zone in the Chinese port of Tianjin yesterday, as
authorities pulled out an additional survivor and
began evacuating the area to clean up chemical
contamination nearly three days after massive
explosions touched off the crisis. Angry relatives of
missing firefighters stormed a government news
conference to demand any information on their
loved ones, who have not been found since a fire
and rapid succession of blasts late Wednesday at a
warehouse for hazardous chemicals.

The death toll in the inferno in a mostly industri-
al area has climbed to 85, including 21 firefighters -
making the disaster the deadliest for Chinese fire-
fighters in more than six decades. An unknown
number of firefighters remain missing, and a total of
720 people were injured in the disaster in Tianjin, a
key port and petrochemical hub about 120 kilome-
ters east of Beijing. The disaster has raised questions
about whether dangerous chemicals were being
stored too close to residential compounds, and
whether firefighters may have triggered the blasts,
possibly because they were unaware the ware-
house contained chemicals combustible on contact
with water. 

The massive explosions Wednesday happened
about 40 minutes after reports of a fire at the ware-
house and after an initial wave of firefighters arrived
and, reportedly, doused some of the area with
water. Authorities yesterday pulled out one survivor
from a shipping container, state media reported. His
identity was not immediately known. Television
video showed the man being carried out on a
sketcher by a group of soldiers wearing gas masks.
Authorities were keeping residents, journalists and
other people not involved in the disaster response
outside a 3-kilometer radius around the site of the
explosions to carry out what media reports said was
a clean-up of chemical contamination from sodium
cyanide, a toxic chemical that becomes com-
bustible on contact with water or even damp air.

Burning flames were spotted yesterday, and
explosions were reported by witnesses and state
media. In one case, heavy smoke from a fire engulf-
ing several cars rose up as high as 10 meters,
accompanied by at least five explosions. Police and
military personnel manned checkpoints on roads
leading to the blast sites, and helicopters were seen
hovering in the overcast sky. The air had a metallic
chemical smell, and there was uneasiness over rain
forecasts, although it was warm and windy.

Meanwhile, family members of missing firefight-
ers disrupted the latest news conference about the
disaster, demanding to know whether their loved
ones were still alive. “(The authorities) didn’t notify
us at all,” said Liu Huan, whose son Liu Chuntao has
been missing since late Wednesday. “Our son is a
firefighter, and there was a team of firefighters who
lost contact. We couldn’t contact him.” Liu
Longwang said she had not heard a word on her
son Liu Ziqiao, also a firefighter. “We are extremely
worried,” she said. “He’s just turned 18.”

State media reported that the casualties of the

first three squads of firefighters to respond and of a
neighborhood police station have not yet been ful-
ly determined, suggesting that the death toll could
go up further. Tianjin Fire Department head Zhou
Tian said at a news conference Friday that the
explosions occurred just as reinforcements had
arrived on the scene and were getting to work.
“There was no chance to escape, and that’s why the
casualties were so severe,” he said. “We’re now doing
all we can to rescue the missing.”

One surviving firefighter, 19-year-old Zhou Ti,
was found Friday morning and taken to a hospital.
Zhou Ti and Zhou Tian are unrelated. Li Yonghan, a
doctor at Teda Hospital, called Zhou’s survival
“miraculous” and said Zhou escaped death mainly
because he was covered by his fallen comrades.
Zhou had massive injuries, including burns and leg
cuts. From his hospital bed, Zhou told state broad-
caster CCTV that the fire was spreading out of con-
trol. “I was knocked onto the ground at the first
blast,” recalled Zhou, his eyes swollen and closed.  “I
covered my head and don’t know what happened
after that.”

Lin Yujie, who lives in a nearby residential com-
plex, said when he initially heard the blasts
Wednesday night he thought they were a massive

air strike. “It was just a sea of fire,” Lin recalled. “We
were really worried that there would be a second or
third explosion and what we would do then.” As
details of the blasts and the rescue efforts surface,
members of the public have been raising questions
about whether fire commanders had erred in pre-
maturely sending firefighters into a highly danger-
ous zone and using water to put out flames on the
site known to have stored a variety of hazardous
chemicals, including sodium cyanide and calcium
carbide, which become flammable on contact with
water.

Local officials also have been hard-pressed to
explain why authorities permitted hazardous
goods warehouses so close to residential complex-
es and critical infrastructure, clearly in violation of
the Chinese rule that hazmat storage should be
1,000 meters (yards) away from homes and public
structures. Pope Francis, meanwhile, offered his
prayers to the victims of the disaster. “I assure my
prayers for those who lost their lives and for all
those persons tried by this disaster,” he said yester-
day in remarks to thousands of people gathered in
St Peter ’s Square. Francis made the remarks
despite a tense relationship between Beijing and
the Vatican. — AP 

YANGON: Farmers in flood-hit Myanmar face a
scramble to replant damaged paddy fields in the
next two weeks to avoid food shortages and aid
efforts in some of the country’s hardest hit areas
remain a challenge, the United Nations said yes-
terday. More than 1.3 million people have been
critically affected and at least 106 people have
died since heavy monsoon rains coupled with a
cyclone last month caused floods across the
country, according to the government.

Water has receded in many areas, allowing
farmers to assess the damage to their crops and
also to seed stocks as the end of planting season
nears. “If farmers aren’t able to get rice seeds and
plant in the next two weeks the window for the
next season is pretty much over,” said Pierre
Peron, spokesman for the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs(OCHA) in
Myanmar. “If they are not able to replant they

will miss out completely on this season and the
impact on food security will be much larger than
if we can provide them with support to replant.”

Myanmar is a rice exporter, but has halted
exports to stabilize prices. The UN and NGOs
have supplied emergency food assistance to
386,000 people impacted by the floods, OCHA
said in its latest situation report on the flooding.
Over 1.4 million acres of paddy was flooded,
according to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation. The crops in over 500,000 acres have
been destroyed in what has been the worst nat-
ural disaster in Myanmar since Cyclone Nargis
killed nearly 140,000 people in May 2008. The
government has provided $1.2 million for paddy
seeds in Rakhine State, one of the hardest hit
areas, but, “further support will be needed to
help farmers and rural communities rebuild”,
OCHA said.—Reuters

SUBIC BAY: Japan has joined US-led maritime
humanitarian exercises off the Philippines for the
first time, as concerns mount among the three
allies about China’s growing assertiveness in the
disputed South China Sea. A Japanese navy
replenishment ship was in Subic Bay, a former US
naval base, to refuel a US Navy floating hospital
en route to Vietnam for the seven-nation
humanitarian mission. It was the first time a
Japanese navy ship has taken part in the human-
itarian assistance and disaster relief drills from
Subic Bay. Japan has participated in past Pacific
Partnership missions in other areas.

A flotilla of Japanese training vessels, includ-
ing a submarine, makes annual port calls in
Manila. Rear Admiral Charles Williams, com-
mander of US Seventh Fleet’s Task Force 73, said
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief exer-
cises were becoming a regular component of
military exercises in the Philippines. “You are see-
ing in exercises ... a shift from strictly bilateral
engagement to multilateral, which is why you
see the Japanese here today,” Williams told jour-
nalists aboard USNS Mercy, one of two US hospi-
tal ships.

China claims most of the South China Sea,
through which $5 trillion in ship-borne trade
passes every year. The Philippines, Vietnam,

Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei also have overlap-
ping claims. Japan and China also have conflict-
ing claims in the East China Sea. Williams said
the presence of Admiral Katsutoshi Kawano,
head of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces, “speaks vol-
umes about their commitment to the region and
their commitment to being part of a multilateral
engagement”. Kawano met early this week with
his Philippine counterpart, General Hernando
Iriberri, and Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin in
Manila, where he expressed interest in holding
joint amphibious landing exercises and opera-
tions with Philippine marines.

In a meeting with Gazmin, Kawano also
expressed interest in sharing information in the
South China Sea and capacity building, particu-
larly in humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief. Williams said humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief operations were “a great avenue
towards increasing maritime stability and securi-
ty in this region”, part of Washington’s rebalance
to Asia policy. China hit back on Monday at US
criticism that it restricts navigation and over-
flights in the South China Sea. US Secretary of
State John Kerry also said China’s construction of
facilities on man-made islands for “military pur-
poses” was raising tension and risked “militariza-
tion” by other claimant states. — Reuters 

TIANJIN: This photo taken on August 14, 2015 shows a firefighter walking past damaged cars at the site of the explosions in Tianjin.  Residents near the
site of two giant explosions in the northern Chinese port city of Tianjin were being evacuated on August 15 over fears of toxic contamination, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said. — AFP
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BAGO DIVISION: A woman hangs up a blanket to dry her half-submerged residence in
Letpadan township, Bago Division, about 140 kilometers north of Yangon Myanmar. Heavy
monsoon rains that began in late June compounded more recently by Cyclone Komen - have
triggered some of Myanmar’s worst flash floods and landslides in recent memory.  — AP 

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian police arrested an
opposition senator yesterday after the country’s
strongman leader accused him of “treason” for
posting on social media a disputed document
about the border with neighboring Vietnam.
The arrest of Senator Hong Sok Hour, who
belongs to the opposition Sam Rainsy Party
(SRP), comes amid an uptick in the campaign by
the kingdom’s main opposition Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP) to combat alleged
encroachment by Vietnam.

“He was arrested this morning” in the capital
Phnom Penh, Ministry of Interior spokesman
Khieu Sopheak said, adding that the senator
faced treason charges.  Prime Minister Hun Sen,
who has ruled Cambodia for three decades, is
sensitive to criticism from his opponents that he
is too soft on Vietnam over the disputed sec-
tions of the two countries’ border. Anti-
Vietnamese sentiment runs deep in parts of
Cambodia and is often used by the opposition
as a touchstone issue to rally support. On
Thursday Hun Sen accused Hong Sok Hour of
committing treason for posting a “fake” and
“doctored” version of an old treaty about the
border on his Facebook page. It has not been
possible to reach the senator for comment or
verify the contents of any Facebook post he
made.

Senators usually have immunity from prose-
cution during their terms in office, but Khieu
Sopheak said the Hong Sok Hour would be

stripped of that privilege because “he commit-
ted his offence red-handed”. “His information
(posted on Facebook) caused chaos in the
country. It is an act of treason,” the spokesman
added. Any vote to rescind immunity would
have to be taken in the Senate, which Hun Sen’s
ruling party comfortably controls. Hong Sok
Hour, chairman of the Senate’s anti-corruption
committee, has played a key role in the CNRP
border campaign in recent years. On Thursday
the SRP issued a statement denying the senator
committed treason.

Rhetorical and sometimes physical attacks
by opposition lawmakers and activists on the
Vietnamese border have become a common
occurrence in recent years. Last month Hanoi
said some 250 Cambodian activists, including a
CNRP lawmaker, attacked Vietnamese police
and citizens after illegal entering the country,
strongly condemning the move. Vietnam’s
troops invaded to oust Cambodia’s genocidal
Khmer Rouge regime in 1979 and stayed in the
country for a decade before withdrawing in
1989. Ties between Hanoi and Phnom Penh
have remained friendly under Hun Sen who
rose to power during the Vietnamese occupa-
tion and has run Cambodia for the last 30 years.
The CNRP formed following a merger between
members of the SRP-named after the current
CNRP leader Sam Rainsy-and The Human Rights
party, ahead of 2013 elections. The three parties
remain in alliance. — AFP 

Cambodia senator arrested for 
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PHNOM PENH: Cambodian opposition party supporters shout slogans in front of riot
police officers at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court yesterday. Cambodian authorities
arrested an opposition senator yesterday - two days after Prime Minister Hun Sen
accused him of treason for comments posted on Facebook. — AP 


