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TOKYO: Japanese Emperor Akihito marked
the 70th anniversary of the end of World
War II with an expression of “deep remorse”
over the conflict yesterday, a departure from
his annual script which could be seen as a
subtle rebuke of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
Abe on Friday expressed “utmost grief”, but
said future generations should not have to
keep apologizing for the mistakes of the
past. He offered no fresh apology of his own.
“Reflecting on our past and bearing in mind
the feelings of deep remorse over the last
war, I earnestly hope that the ravages of war
will never be repeated,” Akihito, 81, said at a
memorial service on the anniversary of the
day his father, Hirohito, announced Japan’s
defeat.

“Together with all of our people, I now
pay my heartfelt tribute to all those who lost
their lives in the war, both on the battle-
fields and elsewhere and pray for world

peace and for the continuing development
of our country.” The legacy of the war still
haunts relat ions with China and South
Korea, which suffered under Japan’s some-
times brutal occupation and colonial rule
before Tokyo’s defeat in 1945. The soft-spo-
ken Akihito has often urged Japan not to
forget the suffering of the war and tried to
promote reconciliation with Asian countries.
His comments have attracted increased
attention at a time when Abe appears to be
pushing for a less apologetic tone towards
Japan’s past.

Akihito had expressed remorse before,
but not at the annual service. The constitu-
tion bans the emperor from any political
role, so his remarks need to be carefully
nuanced. Yesterday, Abe sent a ritual cash
offering to Yasukuni Shrine for war dead but
did not visit the shrine, seen in China and
South Korea as a symbol of Tokyo’s wartime

mil itar ism. While Abe,  who has said he
wants to repair ties with China and South
Korea, did not visit Yasukuni in person, three
of his cabinet ministers did along with the
LDP’s policy chief, Tomomi Inada, and scores
of other conservative lawmakers.

Honor and dignity
Such visits  outrage China and South

Korea because the shr ine honours  14
Japanese leaders convicted as war criminals
by an Allied tribunal, along with war dead.
Abe has  not  v is i ted in  person s ince
December 2013. China’s Foreign Ministry
said that yesterday’s visit “reflects Japan’s
ser iously  wrong att i tude to  histor ical
issues”, while protesters at a Seoul rally
burnt pictures of Abe.

The remarks on Friday by Abe, seen by
critics as a revisionist who wants to play
down the dark chapters of Japan’s wartime

past ,  received mixed reviews abroad.
Tokyo’s close ally the United States wel-
comed Abe’s commitment to uphold apolo-
gies made in the past. The United States
approves of Abe’s plans to play a greater
security role in Asia in the face of a rising
China, but also wants a lessening of ten-
sions over history. China said that Japan
should apologize sincerely to countries that
suffered from its military aggression and
urged Japan to “take concrete actions to
gain the trust of its Asian neighbors and the
global community”.

South Korean President Park Geun-hye
said Seoul was focused on Abe’s decision to
uphold previous cabinets’ understanding of
history, but added that the speech con-
tained “regrettable elements”. She said she
hoped Japan “soon and properly” resolved
issues regarding women’s “honor and digni-
ty”. Abe on Friday said Japan should “never

forget that there were women behind the
battlefields whose honor and dignity were
severely injured”. But he made no direct ref-
erence to “comfort women”, a euphemism
for the girls and women - many of them
Korean -  forced into prost i tut ion at
Japanese military brothels.

Tokyo and Seoul have long been at odds
over the issue of  comfor t  women, with
South Korea saying Japan has not done
enough to atone for their suffering despite a
1993 apology. Nor th Korea condemned
what it called an attempt by Japanese “right-
ist conservatives to conceal its crime-woven
past”. Abe’s conservative supporters are
keen for Japan to put an end to what they
see as a humiliating cycle of apologies. “We
need to terminate (the cycle of apology) for
our grandchildren and the grandchildren’s
grandchildren,” said a 64-year-old man visit-
ing Yasukuni. — Reuters 

Japan emperor expresses ‘deep remorse’ over WWII 
South Korea wants Japan to resolve ‘comfort women’ issue

TOKYO: Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko offer silence prayers before the altar during the annual memorial service for war victims in Tokyo yesterday. Japan’s emperor Akihito said yesterday that he felt
“profound remorse” over World War II-a conflict that Tokyo fought in the name of his father Hirohito. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities detained
a hardline Sunni Islamist cleric wanted
for attacks on the Lebanese army as he
tried to flee the country yesterday,
security officials said. Sheikh Ahmed Al-
Assir, a Lebanese citizen, was arrested
at Beirut airport as he tried to depart
using a forged passport, the officials
said. The National News Agency said he
wanted to travel to Egypt. Assir rose to
prominence with the onset of the civil
war in neighboring Syria that has trig-
gered instability in Lebanon by exacer-
bating sectarian tensions between its
Sunni and Shiite communities. Charges
against him include forming a terrorist
organization and inciting violence
against the army.

In 2013, 12 Lebanese soldiers were
killed when they stormed a mosque
complex belonging to Assir in the south-
ern city of Sidon. Assir ’s supporters
accused the army of siding with the
Lebanese Shiite group Hezbollah, which
is fighting in Syria alongside President
Bashar Al-Assad against predominantly
Sunni Muslim insurgents. As the war in

Syria escalated, Assir won support
among some Sunnis in Lebanon by
speaking out against Hezbollah leader
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah and organizing
protests against Assad. Assir, who had
been in hiding, was sentenced to death
in absentia by Lebanon last year. The
National News Agency published a pho-
to showing a clean-shaven Assir appar-
ently taken after his detention.

Last year, Assir posted a message on
Youtube calling on Sunni Muslims to
defect from the Lebanese army, which
is carefully balanced to reflect the
country’s sectarian make-up. Attacks
by Sunni militants have hit Lebanon
repeatedly since the start of the war in
Syria. The last major clash was in the
northern city of Tripoli last October,
when 11 soldiers were killed in fighting
with militants. A year ago, Islamist
insurgents affiliated with the Nusra
Front and Is lamic State staged an
incursion into the border town of Arsal,
seizing 33 soldiers and policemen.
Islamic State and Nusra Front are still
holding 23 of them. — Reuters 

SIDON: Lebanese Salafist leader Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Assir speaking during a protest
in the southern city of Sidon. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: American hostage Kayla Mueller was
repeatedly forced to have sex with Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State group, US
intelligence officials told her family in June. “They told
us that he married her and we all understand what
that means,” Carl Mueller, Kayla’s father, told The
Associated Press on Friday, which would have been
his daughter’s 27th birthday. Her death was reported
in February. Her mother, Marsha Mueller, added,
“Kayla did not marry this man. He took her to his
room and he abused her and she came back crying.”

The news is but the latest in a litany of horrors per-
petrated by the Islamic State group, which has
beheaded, burned and crucified male captives while
passing around women as sex slaves.  Mueller was
held for a time by Islamic State financier Abu Sayyaf
and his wife, known as Umm Sayyaf. Al-Baghdadi took
Mueller as a “wife,” repeatedly raping her when he vis-
ited, according to a Yazidi teenager who was held
with Mueller and escaped in October 2014. The 14-
year-old made her way to Iraqi Kurdistan, where she
talked to US commandos in November 2014. 

Al-Baghdadi ‘owned’ Kayla
Intelligence agencies corroborated her account

and American officials passed it on to her parents in
June. Umm Sayyaf confirmed that Al-Baghdadi had
“owned” Kayla during Umm Sayyaf ’s lengthy
American interrogation in Iraq, the Muellers said they
were told by American officials.  A US official con-

firmed their account, first reported by London’s
Independent newspaper. The official was not author-
ized to be quoted by name and spoke on condition of
anonymity.  Abu Sayyaf was killed in a Delta Force raid
of his Syrian compound in June, which resulted in a
treasure trove of intelligence about the Islamic State
group.  Umm Sayyaf has been turned over to the Iraqi
Kurds for trial. The Muellers have been told that justice
will be served in her case, said a family spokeswoman,
Emily Lenzner.  Mueller was held with three other
women, all Yazidis, the Muellers were told. All were
sexually abused. When Al-Baghdadi visited, he would
take Mueller to his room, the witness told American
officials. She would tell her fellow captives - some-
times tearfully - what had happened.  “Kayla tried to
protect these young girls,” her mother said. “She was
like a mother figure to them.”

When the teenaged Yazidi girl escaped with her sis-
ter, she asked Mueller to accompany her, the parents
were told, but Kayla refused, worrying that her obvi-
ous Western appearance would lead to their capture.
By the time the Yadizi escapee reported the situation
to Delta Force commandos in Iraq, Kayla had been
moved, her parents were told. US intelligence officials
found information on Sayyaf’s computer indicating
that Mueller, who spoke some Arabic, had been
searching for information about fertility to help Umm
Sayyaf, who was trying to get pregnant, according to
two US officials who refused to be quoted because the
information is classified. —AP 
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