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It seems that for many, I am late in expressing my opinion about the
ban of the novel “The Mice of my Mother Hussa” or the publication of
this text is not at the right time, particularly for those who were wait-

ing for a statement from me about the fate of the work with the censor,
since I submitted it to the Printed Material Supervision Department at
the Ministry of Information. I made a decision not to talk about the sub-
ject unless the decision is officially issued, despite the removal of copies
from bookstores as soon as the work was published last February. 

There are many reasons for this. The first is that I do not wish to
appear like the person who rides the ‘ban wave’ to market the work that
is rumored to be banned. The second is that I fear if I announced the ban
of the work through my pages in social media, where I have followers in
Kuwait and abroad, I will be like the person who stabs his country, and I
do not want to open my pages for comments that go past the criticism
of the censorship, to the attack of a country to which I belong, because
of blind censorship policies where I was hit by some of them. The third
reason is that many papers took interest in the matter outside Kuwait,
which is enough reason for me to double my wish to keep silent, and
fourth is that during the last five months, the novel, as the censor
declared “not banned and not allowed” is at the censorship committee
under discussion for five months!

Massacres of censorship
Today, after the decision has been officially issued, I can say, despite

my previous hesitation due to the above mentioned reasons, the ban
decisions will not affect the salability of any novel; rather, it may give it a
larger distribution than it deserves, and this is what I see gave my novel
more momentum than it deserves. Yet, this decision has a major effect
on the image of this country. 

If the person who makes the decision is rational, especially with us
the young writers and because the massacres of censorship did not
blow away my latest work only, I am here not writing about my experi-
ence with the censors alone, but I am writing on behalf of my colleagues
whose works were hit by censorship massacres, and I think that they
allow me, not to defend them, but out of love of a country that has been
kidnapped, that does not look like a country that we knew in the old
days as a “forum” of freedoms.

We are a generation that has grown with a confidence that is border-
ing to egotism, because of the amount of freedom our country used to
enjoy, and we were lucky to live through the leftovers of the renaissance
time, and we see, each time we turned our heads back, the freedom of
opinion, which is an instilled right as guaranteed by the Constitution
since 1962.

We are a generation that was raised on this freedom in the form of
the National Assembly, despite all attempts to hinder it throughout its
history. We were raised on the freedom of the theater that was harsh in
its criticism, out of love and says, shouts and criticizes and names things
as they are. We were raised on the freedom of diwaniyas (gatherings)
that used to speak without fear. We were raised on the freedom of the
press that was a true forum of expression prior to its censorship in the
eighties.

We are a generation that grew up with Hathala of the Palestinian Naji
Al-Ali in his cartoons, which Kuwait papers celebrated and considered as
a gain. He criticized with liberty inside and outside before we let go of
him. We are a generation that started its mornings with the “sign” of Iraqi
Ahmad Mattar who was harassed in his country, and Kuwait celebrated
him and his experience and benefited from his presence to become an
example of the freedom of opinion before he shed a tear near the air-
craft that took him away.

We are a generation that lives on cultural ruins that were a beacon.
The country believed in it since its dream was to have a cultural maga-
zine for all Arabs, so Kuwait asked the help of Egyptian Ahmad Zaki to
establish “Al-Arabi” magazine, to tell the world: “Here is a country that
believes in culture, art and literature, and the country is called Kuwait.”

We are a generation that received most of its theatrical taste from
plays that were presented by the pioneers during the time this country
believed in the “father of arts,” and when a road was paved for Egyptian
Zaki Tolaimat to establish a true theater, that we exists today on its her-
itage.

We are a generation that followed those Arabic play texts that criti-
cize the oppressive authorities’ ignorance and intolerance. They are texts
that were not allowed to be played in its countries, and were played in
Kuwait during the time of its renaissance and time of its dreaming of the
future. We follow them with pain and ask ‘the decision maker:’ “How did
you transform Kuwait into a cat that eats its children, and why did you
push this country, which opened its arms to all those Arab innovators, to
restrict its children today?”

The pain here is not personal, over a book that is banned or allowed.
The pain is that you see your country kidnapped and does not look like a
country you know, and maybe it is not enough to totally slam a censor
with shaken confidence who is far from reading and culture, and whose
job is to interpret the text and apply a sterile law. The censor does not
ban for the sake of banning, because he knows full well that the ban
decisions are a sham, even if they achieve their goal of removing books
from bookstores. The censor does not have the courage of taking the
‘allowing’ decision, because he fears the society, and the society is the
true sensor. When we see the individual in libraries asking the owner, as
soon as he is angered by a cover or title, like a member of parliament ask-
ing the information minister “are these books allowed?” 

Although we are hoping for an MP that protects our freedoms and
legislates to protect us from the ignorance or fear of the censor, we find
him practicing the opposite. Maybe the precedence of the resignation of
an Information Minister and being the ouster of the Secretary General of
the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, few years back,
because of books that were allowed which prompted some MPs to grill
the minister, is the best witness that the true censor is us through people
who we granted an authority to practice censorship against us. We are in
need of an MP that works on making legislations that restores a bright
image to this country. We are not in need for MPs who demand the ban
of Maarouf Al-Rasafi and Jalal Al-Deen Al-Roumi from entering the coun-
try despite their death many years ago, to become an ugly joke in front
of the world.

I go back to the member of Printed Matters Censorship Committee -
the weakest link of the worn out societal censorship chain - to be fair to
you, a condemnation, I say: Through ban decisions that rely on sen-
tences that are cut off their sequence, given to you by a specialized
employee, and you are just a reduced image of a society, most of which
fear freedom, and rejects the other’s opinion. So, just a tweet on Twitter is
enough to scare you, and you go back to previous decisions to allow
some books, and then you go to issue new decisions to ban them, some
of which are world classics, that you ban them, in a time of open skies,
pull them out, and fine bookstores, making them pay large amounts of
money. That made us a joke in front of the world because of you.

I am seem like one who is avoiding responsibility by not addressing
this letter to a certain person, censor, MP, ministry undersecretary, minis-
ter of information or the entire society, but because of my belief that the
decision maker is all of us, I address this letter ... to “the decision maker,”
starting with the minister of information and ending with the ordinary
citizen, who is me, may be one of us, or both to realize and respond.

Let us love this country our way, let us, if we run out of means,
escape to it instead from it. Let us hear others, if we travel say Kuwait “is,”
instead of Kuwait “was.” Let us, if we took a visitor to our book stores and
found that half the list of his books are banned, not keep silent when he
asks, “What happened to Kuwait?!”  Let the Kuwaiti reader own our pro-
duction from the shelves of his country’s bookstores, instead of buying
them from the world’s bookstores. Let us remove the heartbreak while
we carry our country on our shoulders around the world, and find the
warm reception that we do not find in it. Let us feel that this country
loves us instead of one of us look at the other with a word trapped in his
chest: “Your adversary is your country!” 

Finally, let us refrain from asking you for all these things, because the
request in itself is shameful, and because freedom of expression is our
right to start with, and because both of us, our country and us started to
draw pity!  —Translated by Kuwait Times

‘A letter to who
has the power’

Al-Jarida

By Saud Al-Sanousi

Al-Jarida

This word has a lot of meanings in our Arab diction-
ary, but what we will focus on today is just one
meaning, which has become rare these times.

Respect is one of the good human values and it is
not limited to the religion of Islam, but all religions call
for it and all societies and religions raise their children
on it to become a natural sentiment in their communi-
ties. Respect is a feeling the individual expresses
towards everything around him or deals with, with
appreciation, care and commitment. Respect is a rela-
tion built between two sides who exchange feelings
built on respect as far as worth, class and distinction are
concerned.

That is our issue and those are our lines. Most of our
societies do not have those sentiments, and so we lack
this value in the family atmosphere, we do not see it at
work and it became a rare commodity in our society.

The foundation is missing and it is possible that the
problem is in raising children, or that education ignored
it in preparing the next generation and so from here to
there, the issue remains suspended that we have to

admit that the majority of our societies lack respect.
The issue was distorted and unclear for all, and fol-

lowing the Arab revolutions with which the Arab nation
was plagued, the issue became general - an existing
and imposed behavior on individuals. As with regret,
most of those who called for revolution and uprising
against the regimes made lack of respect and reducing
the value of everything the basis of their cause until we
became societies that lack the feeling and touch of
respect.

The best evidence on our issue is the tune by which
many are talking and the way one talks with one anoth-
er. If we look closely at it, we find the revolution’s dia-
logue was built on “screams” surrounded by incompre-
hensible terms that only carry the intention of scolding
and to scandalize. That tune has become the common
language recently by which the majority talks, and with
it the language of respect vanished and through it all
feelings that belong to the respect of others went dead,
with regret. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Respect
Al-Anbaa

By Nermin Al-Hooti

Crime
R e p o r t

Expats deported
for gambling

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
General Security Major General Abdelfattah Al-Ali sent sev-
eral expatriates to administrative deportation and confis-
cated a large quantity of communications equipment and
gambling tools. A security source said that a special duties’
team patrolling in Jleeb stopped an expat to check his ID,
who ran instead and entered a house. When policemen
entered the house, they found 11 land phones, five stop-
watches, a calculator and several papers used in gambling.

Bootleggers arrested 

Capital security arrested six Asian expats with locally
made liquor and electrical wires. Policemen noticed an
Asian man who started running as soon as he saw
them, so he was chased. He then threw a bottle then
entered a room that was found to be the liquor labora-
tory and where the other suspects were found and
arrested. Police also noticed a large quantity of electric
wires. The suspects were detained at the police station
to be deported.

Man thrown out of car

A bedoon (stateless) man who was found in a drug-induced
coma was placed under strict police protection at Mubarak
Hospital to find out the identity of who threw him on the street.
A security source said that cafe patrons in Salmiya were surprised
by an unconscious man being thrown from a car that sped away
afterwards. The man will be charged with drug abuse. 

Drug arrests

A citizen was sent to Drugs Control General
Department (DCGD) after being caught with 100,000
Captagon tablets. Kuwait Airport general supervisor
said customs officers were suspicious with a youth
who arrived from Jordan, so his luggage was searched
and the illicit tablets were found. The suspect said he
went to Jordan three days ago to get the drugs. 

In another story, an Egyptian man was sent to Drugs
Control General Department (DCGD) after being arrest-
ed in Salwa in an abnormal state. Police found a large
piece of hashish on him, which the suspect said was for
his personal use and not for trading. 

Kuwait
Football 

Association

Son beats father

A man complained against his son for beating him. An
Egyptian man told Khaitan police that his son attacked him
and broke his finger following a family dispute. Police are
looking for the runaway son. —Al-Anbaa

Joint committee
to host Gulf Cup

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Football Association (KFA) accepted
all conditions made by the Public Authority for Youth and
Sports (PAYS) in order to host the 23rd Gulf Cup tourna-
ment, KFA sources said. The agreement came following a
meeting between KFA President Sheikh Dr Talal Al-Fahad
and members of the KFA board of directors, who had some
comments on the conditions of PAYS, but agreed at the
end for the general good. Sources said that among the
condition is the formation of a joint committee between
KFA and PAYS to organize the tournament, while the finan-
cial decision should be that of PAYS. KFA also agreed to
have Kuwait Football Club host the championship instead
of Al-Nasser, in addition to the Jaber Stadium, so the high-
er committee that was formed by KFA will be cancelled,
and a new committee formed. KFA will not write to its
counterparts in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
as well as Iraq and Yemen before coordinating by PAYS.
Instead, PAYS will write to youth ministries in each country
to get their agreements and inform football associations
there with regards to organizing the tournament at its
original date in December 2015.

Difficult 
Meanwhile, a source at KFA said it is difficult to hold the

tournament on its original date because of time con-
straints, especially that Kuwait Sports Club’s facilities need
maintenance following the Asian playoffs’ matches of the
Kuwait national team.

On the other hand, PAYS’ Deputy Director General for
Financial and Administrative Affairs Dr Jassim Al-Huwaidi
said Kuwait is ready both financially and in facilities to host
the Arabian Gulf Cup tournament on its original date in
December. He asked KFA to withdraw the postponement
request and gave them until August 20 to do so officially
and declare their final stand towards hosting the tourna-
ment, so PAYS can carry out the necessary work to be
ready.  —Al-Anbaa

Hezb cell: Minister orders withdrawing Abdali farm
‘Regional country’ revealed cell’s suspicious activity in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil, State Minister of
National Assembly Affairs Dr Ali Al-Omair
has contacted Nabila Al-Khalil, Director
General of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources, with
a request to reclaim an Abdali farm where a
massive cache of weapons and ammuni-
tion were found Thursday night.
Procedures to withdraw the farm will com-
mence as soon as the public prosecution
finishes investigations in the case, accord-
ing to Omair ’s request, Al-Anba daily
reported yesterday.

This comes amid reports indicating that
the State Security Department has put the
names of three Iranian nationals suspected
to be involved with the Hezbollah terrorist
cell busted in Kuwait recently at all border
outlets.

One year
Members of the terrorist cell have been

busted following investigations that start-
ed nearly a year ago and resulted in the
confiscation of the largest amount of
weapons in a single operation in Kuwait’s
history, Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday.
Security forces seized 19 kg of ammunition,
144 kg of TNT, PE4 and other explosive
materials, three RPGs, 56 RPG shells, 204
grenades and electric detonators inside the

farm and three houses. They also arrested H
A, a Kuwaiti born in 1968 and works as a
diver at the Kuwait Ports Association, A H, a
Kuwaiti born in 1981, H S, a Kuwaiti born in
1980 and M J, a Kuwaiti born in 1984. The
last three suspects work in the public sec-
tor.

All the suspects admitted that they

belong to Hezbollah and that they received
combat and intelligence training in
Lebanon, Al-Qabas quoted sources familiar
with the investigations. The first suspect is
suspected to have facilitated the smug-
gling of explosives and weapons into
Kuwait, as well as taking photos for vital
sites.

Meanwhile, Al-Rai reported yesterday
quoting security sources familiar with the
investigations as well that the first suspect
first joined Hezbollah in 1999, and has
since met several Hezbollah members who
asked him to recruit more members into
the group. The sources also confirmed that
the farm in question had been monitored
since the summer of last year with suspi-
cions that it was used to store weapons.

Regional country
In the meantime, Al-Jarida reported that

Kuwait acted after being notified by the US
intelligence authorities about information
regarding the cell it received from intelli-
gence authorities in a ‘regional country’
that was not named nearly seven months
ago. The information indicated that an
‘active terrorist cell’ in Kuwait was waiting
for the ‘right time’ to carry out bombings or
assassinations to create a sectarian turmoil
in the country or put pressure on the state
to impact its political positions or make it
‘pay for its regional alliances.’ The suspects
arrested in the Kuwait have been receiving
weapons for approximately the five years
from Iranian military men they meet at
Iran’s Kharg Island and then transport the
weapons through speed boats to the farm,
according to sources.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah inspects a weapon found at one of the houses raided dur-
ing the operation last Thursday.

The Jaber Stadium


