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Kuwait Times (KT): Please tell us a bit about yourself (back-
ground, schooling, interests, etc)?
Bishara: I am Farah Bishara, 28 years old. I studied advertising
at American University of Kuwait (AUK), but I studied music by
my own since I was a kid. 

KT: It is clear from listening to you that you are passionate
about hip hop, how did you first get interested in this
genre of music? How did you develop such a deep knowl-
edge of music?
Bishara: Well it started when I was 7 years old. I started listen-
ing to music and I got into hip hop music. My older sister used
to give me her tapes and share her music with me when I
could not go out and buy my own music. After a while, I took
music classes. I know how to read music sheets, and I found
that I really love hip hop music, so when I was older enough, I
started to search for my favorite artists online and sign up on
their fan pages. And so I started to read about them more,
about their concerts and what they are doing. I also was listen-
ing to Linda in her show at Radio Kuwait FM 99.7, and I always
wanted to be on radio all the time. When I was 9 years old, I
used to talk by my own, like I am in a live show on radio. I even
bought a microphone and plugged it to my radio, turned the
music down and started to talk like I am commenting and talk-
ing to my audience about the music. By the time I was 14,
there was a competition on radio if someone can tell the title
of the song that has been on the show, and I knew it because
my sister just bought Missy Elliott’s album and I memorized it,
so I called and answered correctly and I went to the radio sta-
tion and he let me go on-air and introduce one of the songs -
indescribable feeling. So after that, I decided that I should keep
studying music and know about the history of the artists and
history behind their songs and their beats and the equipment
that they use by reading a lot of books and listening to a lot of
music.

KT: How was the reaction of your family when they knew
you wanted to become a DJ?
Bishara: My mother was very supportive, but my father went
crazy. He was not so happy about it, he loved to see me read-
ing books, but when he found out that I am leaving my job in
the bank because I am feeling miserable  and joining the radio
to become a DJ - I even quit my job even before knowing if
they will accept me or not - he refused and he was like “what
did you do to your life, you were working in a decent job in the
best bank and you are leaving all that to work in a radio sta-
tion?” But now, he’s accepting it. Now when he sees me happy,
he accepts it.

KT: When did you first start this career?
Bishara: I started here in October 2013. First, I started training

with DJ Maha and then I went to the breakfast show with Tee
and Aki. My first day here was a disaster. Maha asked me to
answer the phone and take the requests. It was easy but then
she left me for an hour by my own to talk live, I was so scared
and talked with a nervous voice. At first you worry a lot about
people, “are they going to like me?” especially since people
criticize the new thing and that was me. And that’s what hap-
pened. A lot of people did not like me and they thought my
voice and my laugh were annoying. They were used to Linda
for 20 years, so they rejected us - the new generation - and
kept asking for Linda and the answer was always the same:
Linda left ten years ago!
Then they felt I had something to offer and gave me my own
show in the evening. First, I felt nervous and alone; but now
they love it and I got a reputation of being into old school hip
hop, but I am playing more than that.

KT: Who are your favorite musicians or bands? 
Bishara: I love A Tribe Called Quest because they are the first
hip hop group that I ever listened to. They are the meaning of
hip hop to me and their music saved my life. I also love Nas.

KT: If you were stranded on a desert island with no Wi-Fi,
what songs must you absolutely have on your mobile?
(Because being stranded anywhere without a mobile is
just unimaginable)
Bishara: Actually, I have it now on my iPhone, the album of J
Dilla called Donuts. It has no words, just beats. It was released
in 2006 and I haven’t stopped listening to it.

KT: What are the favorite types of music people listen to in
Kuwait? Have you found resistance to playing or DJing hip
hop?
Bishara: They are listening to everything and there is a huge
hip hop culture here in Kuwait. But they are still in love with
Tupac, also known by his stage name, 2Pac. It is old, but It is
timeless music and there is a lot of meaning behind his songs
about wars, problems with family and problems in relation-
ships. A lot of people can relate to his music.

KT: What have been some of the challenges and unexpect-
ed experiences you have had as a DJ?
Bishara: Being exciting every day even when you are in a bad
mood or facing a personal problem with work, family and
friends. Once I walk through this door, I have to leave all that
problems and smile, because the people who are listening to
you are facing the same problem but they listen to you to be
in a good mood. It was so hard at first, especially since I am
the kind of girl who shows her feeling in her face and cannot
hide it. So if I am in a bad mood, I play a lot of songs and talk a
little, and if I am in a good mood, I will talk a lot.

KT: Who are your musical inspirations? 
Bishara: My musical inspiration ... she worked with a lot of
musicians, her name is Angie Martinez and she is known as
the voice of New York because she has her radio show as well.
She is one of the longest running DJs in New York City and she
has interviewed all the biggest hip hop musicians in her show.
So every time I think what made me to become a DJ, my

answer is Angie Martinez.

KT: Are you a musician yourself? If yes, what instruments
do you play?
Bishara: Yes. I play the clarinet and flute, they’re classical
instruments. I can still play them and read the music sheets
and I have been doing it for eight years now. 

KT: What do you think about the Kuwait music scene? 
Bishara: I think it needs more work in terms of people being
more courageous because for me, a Kuwaiti woman, to be
working for a radio station was a big deal for a lot of people.
They said to me, “Do you not care that people are going to talk
about you?” Music, it is not a shame; it could be haram (forbid-
den), I do not know, but I do not think that it is a thing to be
ashamed of.

KT: Who are some of the most exciting bands or musicians
playing in Kuwait today? Who would you say are the rising
stars?
Bishara: I like the energy of Army of One, a Kuwaiti band.
Even if they are old, they still make good music.

KT: What is your view about the music scene in the
Khaleeji overall? Do you see it evolving and changing?
How so?
Bishara: The Khaleeji music* scene is amazing. They are doing
so many events, and putting together, break-dancing,
rhyming, and learning how to write lyrics, especially in
Bahrain, Jeddah and Qatar. And yes, it is changing because a
couple of years before you would not find a female working as
a DJ but after I started working here, some girls started to
show up and showed some interest in the music world. Even
some girls asked me to teach them how to DJ.

KT: From where do you get your music?
Bishara: I get music from regular people not famous yet from
all over the countries, and the other songs are from new
artists, even if they have just one song.

KT: Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 
Bishara: Maybe I manage artists or maybe have my own
music company or station, who knows, but that will take a lot
of effort and a lot of studying. In ten years I will no longer be a
host, because I feel that everything has its time.  

KT: What else do you do and how does that connect with
your passion for music?
Bishara: I also do some DJing in parties for companies and
still doing what I love. 
*Khaleeji music is a type of music which originated in the Gulf.
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DJ pick up your phone,
I’m on the request line

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: DJ Bonita from Radio Kuwait FM 99.7 (The Legend of Hip Hop) calls the group ‘A
Tribe Called Quest’ her lifesaver and the ‘meaning of hip hop’ and lists J Dilla’s album
‘Donuts’ as her castaway music if stuck on an island. 

With her angelic face and her spirit that is full with dreams about being the best DJ in
Kuwait, DJ Bonita, or Farah Bishara in real life, welcomed Kuwait Times to her studio to
show the world of her unique and distinctive music that puts you in the mood.
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