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Kuwaiti Hezbollah!

Hezbollah is a page that Kuwait wanted to
fold in history, but the seizure and confisca-
tion of an arsenal of weapons in Kuwait last

week by citizens who admitted to belonging to
Hezbollah in Lebanon was a very awkward incident,
both to people in power and many of the business-
men, politicians and even some activists here.
Timing is certainly bad, and speculations behind the
objectives of this cell were endless. It was a slap on
the Kuwaiti cheek by citizens raising alarm toward
the subject of dual loyalty! 

When the Ministry of Interior (MOI) published
the seized weapons, public opinion was clearly split.
Some have denounced and condemned the act
pointing an explicit accusation at Iran, their parties
and agents and on those involved citizens of dual
loyalty for they had collected arms for a very sub-
versive reason against their own homeland. Some
have tried to justify the act and even defend the
Lebanese Hezbollah. Others claimed that it was an
attempt to involve Lebanese Hezbollah without evi-
dence! Also, I will not be surprised to witness a
denial made by the arrested citizens and expats for
any involvement with Hezbollah or others. 

I think this is a very thorny issue for Kuwait for
several reasons. I tracked down a lot of statements
and activities of Hezbollah in Lebanon and Kuwait
since the eighties and it can only be described as
suspicious in front of the tolerant and decent
Kuwaiti position! But the arrest on the cell here has
fuelled the opinion over the affiliation to Hezbollah.
I believe it was not a surprise at all for the simple
reason we had many people who have been cheer-
ing and clapping for Hassan Nasrallah as a hero for a
long time. 

On the other hand, Hezbollah has a direct link to
Iran and Syria as the role played inside Lebanon is
indeed influential in the forty policy in the entire
Middle East and we should not be so naive to imag-
ine that Hezbollah is just a Lebanese party like many
others.   

I believe that the repercussions of this issue are
worth worrying. The past is justified based on the
present, as they say. This large quantity of weapons,
which was said to be enough to equip an army was
not prepared for nothing. That is impossible. I think
investigations on such cases should never be
closed.

Kuwait is a small country and has a strategic loca-
tion and depth under the tense regional condition,
so it is but natural any political party attempt to
sketch out a blueprint for the future. But the ques-
tion remains is how to deal with the situation with-
out prejudice to the Kuwaiti government relations
with Lebanon Association?   

I think that the imperative thing here is not in the
mere arrest of citizens who hide weapons, but how
to put an end to the intervention of the pro-Iranian
political parties in the Gulf states whether in Kuwait
or other states and those who support them,
whether citizens or expatriates and limit the power
and resources of these cells and their members at
home and abroad to impair everyone regardless of
their influence and positions, and this is not an easy
task at all.

In Kuwait, I believe “Law must be like death that
does not exclude one.” —Montesquieu

In my view
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KUWAIT: MP Majid Mussa urged
local authorities to withdraw the
Kuwaiti citizenship from members
of a terrorist cell who were arrested
with possession of a large amount
of weapons and ammunition last
Thursday night. Measures are
required to immediately withdraw
the Kuwaiti nationality of the sus-
pects who pledged allegiance to a
terrorist organization that is respon-
sible for the attempted assassina-
tion of the late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Jabriya air-
craft’s hijacking, and bombing of
popular coffee shops in the 1980s,
MP Mussa said. Separately, MP Dr
Abdulhameed Dashti lauded
authorities’ efforts in maintaining
Kuwait’s security, called for ‘thor-
ough and fair investigation’ to guar-
antee justice and authenticity and
demanded law enforcement to pre-
vent enticing sectarianism in socie-
ty.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Azzam
Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps and the State of
Kuwait ’s Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Bahrain, has lauded
effective clampdown on terrorism
at home and in the Kingdom.
“Terrorism exempts nobody,” he
said, indicating that terrorist groups
have been engaged in random and
unprovoked killing of the innocent
in various countries and regions of
the world.

The State of Kuwait and the
Kingdom of Bahrain “have amazed
the world in their confrontation of
terrorism,” he said, clearly alluding
to the recurring crackdown in
Kuwait and Bahrain on terrorist

cells,  the latest of which were
announced earlier in the week.

Unity of the peoples “around our
leaderships is the best deterrence
against terrorism and fanaticism
and those with ill intentions toward
our countries,” he added, praising
peoples of the GCC states for facing
any bid aimed at undermining the
homelands’ security.

Criminal motives
In the meantime, Secretary

General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Dr Abdullatif Al-
Zayani lauded the recent efforts
exerted by security authorities in
Kuwait in arresting a terrorist cell
and seizing a huge arsenal of
weapons, ammunitions, rockets and
explosives that were to be used to
destabilize security of the country.
The volume of cache revealed the
“heinous” criminal motives of the
terrorists, Zayani said in a press
statement, noting that “efficiency
and vigilance” of Kuwaiti security

agencies foiled the cell’s schemes.
He reiterated GCC states’ support

to Kuwait in all measures it takes to
guarantee its security, preserve
safety of its people and residents
and combat terrorist groups. GCC
countries will remain unified against
terrorists and their financing
sources, and they will not harm Gulf
security and stability, Zayani said,
praying to Allah Almighty to protect
Kuwait from harm and evil.

Also, Deputy National Assembly
Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej laud-
ed the Ministry of Interior’s efforts in
arresting a terrorist cell that pos-
sessed a huge arsenal of weapons,
explosives and ammunitions.

In a press statement on Friday,
Khurainej urged to prosecute these
terrorists as soon as possible and to
find out who was behind this pre-
planned operation that aimed at
jeopardizing the security of the
country. He called on all Kuwaiti
societal sectors to be united to face
this imminent danger that lives

within the fabric of the society.  
On Thursday, three members of a

terror cell were arrested and a huge
arsenal of weapons, ammunition
and explosives were seized by secu-
rity forces. Security forces found 56
RPG shells and an amount of
ammunition on a farm in Al-Abdeli,
owned by a first terrorist identified
as H A, a Kuwaiti  born in 1968.
Three firearms and another amount
of ammunition were found at the
house of a second suspect, A H,
born in 1981. Three bags of
weapons, ammunition and various
explosive materials were seized
from the house of a third, born in
1980.

According to the Ministry of
Interior, the three confessed that
they had joined a terrorist organiza-
tion and led the security forces to
where the weapons and the explo-
sives were hidden. On the farm and
in the three houses, the forces
seized 19 kg of ammunition, 144 kg
of TNT, PE4 and other explosive

materials, three RPGs, 204 grenades
and electric detonators. The three
terrorists have been referred to the
concerned authorities for more
interrogation.

Third cell
This is the third terror cell arrest-

ed by the security agencies since
the deadly attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque on June 26, which left 26
people dead and 227 others
wounded.

On July 30, The Ministry of
Interior announced uncovering a
terrorist cell of five Kuwaitis, in the
second major success by security
authorities in confronting terrorism.

The Ministry, in a statement, said
the apprehended terrorists con-
fessed in interrogations to receiving
educational courses about deviat-
ing doctrine of the Islamic State (IS)
and undergoing military training
before they had gotten involved in
fighting in Syria and Iraq.

The Ministry vowed that it would

spare no effort in clamping down,
firmly, on any person who may try
to undermine the homeland’s secu-
rity. Pre-emptive precautions will
be in force against any terrorist acts
and terrorists will be brought to jus-
tice. The detainees were referred to
the general prosecution, under the
state felony case, number 47/2015.

The major successful blow came
after uncovering another cell of ter-
rorists who had masterminded
bombing attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque which included up to 29
suspected participants in the plan-
ning for the terrorist attack. Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah has affirmed
necessity of coordination and
speedy swap of information among
the GCC security authorities to
thwart such attacks. The minister
has pledged to His Highness the
Amir that all the security personnel
will work hard to crack down on
any trouble-maker in the country.

MP demands revoking Hezb cell members’ citizenship
Third terror cell busted since June 26 attacks

MP Majid MussaMP Dr Abdulhameed DashtiSheikh Azzam Al-SabahDr Abdullatif Al-ZayaniMubarak Al-Khurainej

KUWAIT: An Airbus A330 plane, dubbed ‘Fintas,’ is pictured soon after it arrived to Kuwait on July 2, 2015. The plane is part of a contract between Kuwait Airways and Airbus
to lease 22 aircrafts by 2017. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Company (KAC)
will is set to receive two more A330 air-
craft, as part of a contract with Airbus to
lease 22 aircrafts. The new aircrafts will
support the new hubs to be opened in
September. KAC had received the 10th

new aircraft on Thursday, an A330 wide
body aircraft, and it was given the name
‘Sabahiya.’

In February 2014, Kuwait Airways
announced the lease of 12 Airbus aircraft
including 7 A320ceo and 5 A330-200s in
addition to the purchase of 25 aircraft
including 10 A350-900 and 15 A320neo

Family aircraft marking the start of a
major fleet renewal plan.

Kuwait Airways’ A330-200 plane
accommodates a three-class configura-
tion of 17 full-sleeper first class modules,
30 very high-comfort business and 165
latest standard economy seats, a combi-
nation that shows a clear attention to

comfort and efficiency detailed in the
features that also include the latest
Entertainment systems, and connectivity
throughout the cabin. The A330 is one of
the most popular wide body aircraft ever
and has to date won over 1,500 orders,
with over 1,100 flying with some 110
operators worldwide. 

Kuwait Airways to receive new planes

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court, cross-examin-
ing the recent deadly bombing that target-
ed a mosque packed with fasting and pray-
ing worshippers in Kuwait, is scheduled to
hold the fifth session today, during which
the public prosecution would address the
tribunal.

The court decided, during the previous
session held on Thursday, to pursue the
prosecution in camera with a testimony by
a ranking officer of the State Security, and
resume the open-door proceedings today,
where the public prosecution would pres-
ent the case, while the designated defense
would copy its file on the court expenses.

Attorneys
The tribunal has tasked a number of

attorneys from Kuwait Lawyers Association,
along with other counselors, with defend-
ing the suspects. None of the assigned bar-
risters will be allowed to request relief from
the mission, and those willing so, must
present compelling reasons for abstaining.
The court, at a previous session, ordered
release without bail 11 of the 29 persons
accused of being involved in the criminal
case, however all of the accused were
banned from travel.

Previous sessions witnessed cross-exam-

ining the first suspect, Abdulrahman Sabah
Al-Eidan, re-examining confiscated materi-
als including a flash memory, including
statements by Fahad Suleiman Al-Qabaa,
who had personally carried out the bomb-
ing attack on the mosque. The flash memo-
ry included the security camera film show-
ing the car that boarded the suicide
bomber, the moment he descended from
the vehicle entering the mosque during
Friday prayers as well as the actual blast.

Eidan testified that he had driven the car
to the target with the attacker sitting on
the front seat and that the vehicle
belonged the the seventh suspect, Jarrah
Nimer. The court held its first session on
August 4th. The accused include seven
Kuwaitis, five Saudis, three Pakistanis, 13
illegal residents in addition to another per-
son who has remained at large.

Fugitives
The list also includes five others who

have not been detained. Two of them have
been arrested in Saudi Arabia-they are
brothers; one named Majed Abdullah Al-
Zahrani (the fourth defendant) and
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Zahrani (the third
defendant). Another brother of the two
had stayed in Kuwait before being handed

over to the Saudi authorities. The trio’s
fourth brother is in Syria, in the ranks of the
Islamic State (IS).

The mosque, located in Al-Sawaber dis-
trict in the heart of Kuwait City, was
bombed on June 26th, during the fasting
month of Ramadan. Up to 26 people died
and 227 others were injured in the attack.
The attack had prompted His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to head to the scene hurriedly.
Tearful and deeply distressed, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad strongly condemned the

bombing, affirming that such bids intend-
ed to foment discords among the Kuwaitis
would certainly fail. “These are my sons,”
were some of the words His Highness
spontaneously uttered when seeing the
blood-stained victims and damage at the
targeted mosque. Translating his words,
ordinary citizens stood in long lines at clin-
ics after the incident donating blood for
the injured, in a stance of recurrently
replayed solidarity. The State received con-
dolences on the martyrs’ loss at the Grand
Mosque. — KUNA

Mosque bombing suspects’
prosecution resumes today

The Palace of Justice


