
ROME: At least 40 migrants died after apparently getting
trapped and suffocating in the water-logged hold of a fishing
boat in the Mediterranean, the Italian navy said yesterday. The
victims are thought to have suffocated after inhaling fumes
from fuel after the boat took on water in the hold, the captain
of the navy ship leading the rescue said on Italian state televi-
sion. Commander Massimo Tozzi, speaking from the ship, said
that when his men boarded the migrant boat they found the
dead in the hold “immersed in water, fuel and human excre-
ment”. 

Migrants who have arrived in Italy say human traffickers
based in lawless Libya charge them between $1,200 and
$1,800 for a place on the deck of boats. Those crammed in the
hold pay about half as much as those above. Admiral Pierpaolo
Libuffo, head of Italy’s rescue operations, told Italian television
that 312 survivors had been taken on board, including 45
women and 3 children. He said seven bodies of the dead had
been brought aboard the navy ship and some 30 others were
still in the hold. The boat was being towed to the Italian island
of Lampedusa. 

Video provided by the navy showed the blue migrant boat,
which appeared to be about 20 meters long and made of
wood, was still afloat when rescuers arrived. “Either the interna-
tional community does something to resolve the Libyan situa-
tion or this will not be the last tragedy,” Interior Minister
Angelino Alfano said. It was the second such fatal incident in
the Mediterranean this week, during which about 2,000
migrants have been rescued.  Last Tuesday, up to 50 migrants
went missing when a large rubber dinghy sank in the
Mediterranean Sea.

Around 200 migrants were presumed killed earlier this
month off the coast of Libya when their boat capsized. The
Mediterranean has become the world’s most deadly crossing
point for migrants. More than 2,300 people fleeing war and
poverty have died this year in attempts to reach Europe by boat,
compared with 3,279 deaths during the whole of last year, the
International Organisation for Migration said.  —  Reuters
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Kuwait govt approves series 
of projects worth KD3 billion

Government plans to generate 15% of energy via renewable sources 

KUWAIT: Kuwait has approved the construction of a
series of power plants, desalination facilities and other
infrastructure projects worth a total of around 3 billion
Kuwaiti dinars ($9.9 billion), the finance ministry said
yesterday. Like neighboring Gulf countries, Kuwait is
struggling to meet soaring demand for electricity and
the planned projects will add around 3,580 megawatts
of capacity, as well as waste treatment and develop-
ments for the education ministry. The ministry did not
set a timescale for most
of the initiatives, except
for a sewage plant which
will start by 2020.  It also
did not say how they will
be funded beyond saying
50 percent of the finance
will  be raised through
stock market offerings.

Among the projects,
Kuwait plans a second
phase of the gas-fired Az-
Zour North power and
desalinated water plant
that has an initial capacity
of 1,800 megawatts. It will
also build the first phase of the Khairan power plant
with 1500 MW of capacity, which will use different types
of fuel, and the Al Abdaliyah power plant with a capaci-
ty of 280 MW, of which 60 MW will be from solar energy
while the rest will be fed by gas. Kuwait plans to gener-
ate 15 percent of its energy needs via renewable
sources by 2030, with the first of up to 100 solar-pow-
ered fuelling stations operating by 2017, Oil Minister Ali
Saleh Al-Omair said in June. A pilot 70 megawatt proj-
ect in the Shagaya desert zone west of Kuwait City was
expected to be completed by next year. 

The minister also said that preparatory works of part-
nership projects between Public and private sectors 

Continued on Page 13

Dr Anas Al-Saleh

News
i n  b r i e f

Death toll in scorching 
Egypt heatwave hits 93

CAIRO: Egypt’s state news agency says a scorching
heatwave over the past week has killed at least 93 peo-
ple as temperatures are still expected to be high in the
coming days. The Mideast has been hit by a heat wave
since late July. Egyptian summers are usually hot, but
temperatures this week soared to 46 degrees Celsius
(114 degrees Fahrenheit) in the country’s south. The
state news agency MENA says temperatures are expect-
ed to rise around the country today and will reach 42
degrees Celsius (107 degrees Fahrenheit) in the capital,
Cairo. MENA gave the new death toll Friday and said
most of those killed were elderly. Those who have died
also include three patients at a psychiatric hospital and
three detainees in a jail, both north of Cairo.

Morsi’s defense lawyer 
appeals death sentence

CAIRO: The defense for ousted Egyptian president
Mohamed Morsi filed an appeal against a death
sentence and prison term for the Islamist former
leader, a lawyer said yesterday. Morsi, who was
toppled by the army in 2013, was sentenced to
death in June for allegedly participating in prison
breaks and violence against police, and to life in
prison for espionage. Morsi had been in prison at
the start of the 2011 uprising against veteran
leader Hosni Mubarak, and escaped along with
thousands of others after protesters attacked
police stations across the country. “We submitted
an appeal to the Court of Cassation to all prisoners
sentenced, including Morsi,” his lawyer Abdel
Moneim Abdel Maqsud said. Hundreds of Islamists
have been sentenced to death in a crackdown fol-
lowing Morsi’s overthrow. Most have won retrials.
Seven so far have been executed, including six
defendants sentenced to death by a military court
for allegedly participating in militant attacks. 

A young cow flees abattoir 
to avoid being slaughtered

PARIS: A young cow which fled an abattoir to avoid
being slaughtered has been saved by well-wishers, a
French animal rights group announced yesterday. The
heifer made a last-ditch effort to save her life at an abat-
toir near Ambert, southeastern France, on June 30. The
desperate animal rampaged through the building and
got outside, taking refuge in the grounds of a nearby
hospital. She was tranquilized with a dart gun-a move
that gave her a stay of execution because the drug
made her meat unfit for consumption. Dubbed
“Cornette” (Little Horn) and “The Cow Which Refused To
Die,” she became an Internet celebrity. Stephane
Lamart, who runs an animal rights group, joined with a
French singer and actress, Stone, to raise money to save
her. “This cow is a symbol,” Lamart said. 

40 migrants die in Mediterranean 
Second tragedy this week

KOS: Syrian migrants arrive on an overcrowded dinghy to the coast of the southeastern Greek island of Kos
from Turkey yesterday. —  AFP 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A 16-year-old Kuwaiti boy died
after he received a fatal stab wound dur-
ing a fight at 360 Mall on Thursday night.
The teenager succumbed to his injuries -
a stab wound in his chest and lung as
soon as he arrived at the Mubarak
Hospital. Another 16-year-old Kuwaiti
boy was injured in the fight and has been
admitted to the hospital. He is in stable

condition. Meanwhile, police reportedly
identified the suspect; a Kuwaiti teenager
with history of criminal activity, and a
security source expects the Interior
Ministry to announce his arrest ‘within
hours.’ Security had been tightened at
the local malls following the killing of a
Kuwaiti youngster in Marina Mall in 2013,
and a similar incident in which a dentist
was stabbed to death during a fight in
The Avenues in 2012.

Kuwaiti boy stabbed to 
death in shopping Mall 

KUWAIT: Photo shows a new bridge near the UN roundabout along Jahra road. Kuwait government has approved the construction of a series of power plants,
desalination facilities and other infrastructure projects worth a total of around KD3 billion ($9.9 billion), the finance ministry said yesterday. 
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Kuwaiti Hezbollah!

Hezbollah is a page that Kuwait wanted to
fold in history, but the seizure and confisca-
tion of an arsenal of weapons in Kuwait last

week by citizens who admitted to belonging to
Hezbollah in Lebanon was a very awkward incident,
both to people in power and many of the business-
men, politicians and even some activists here.
Timing is certainly bad, and speculations behind the
objectives of this cell were endless. It was a slap on
the Kuwaiti cheek by citizens raising alarm toward
the subject of dual loyalty! 

When the Ministry of Interior (MOI) published
the seized weapons, public opinion was clearly split.
Some have denounced and condemned the act
pointing an explicit accusation at Iran, their parties
and agents and on those involved citizens of dual
loyalty for they had collected arms for a very sub-
versive reason against their own homeland. Some
have tried to justify the act and even defend the
Lebanese Hezbollah. Others claimed that it was an
attempt to involve Lebanese Hezbollah without evi-
dence! Also, I will not be surprised to witness a
denial made by the arrested citizens and expats for
any involvement with Hezbollah or others. 

I think this is a very thorny issue for Kuwait for
several reasons. I tracked down a lot of statements
and activities of Hezbollah in Lebanon and Kuwait
since the eighties and it can only be described as
suspicious in front of the tolerant and decent
Kuwaiti position! But the arrest on the cell here has
fuelled the opinion over the affiliation to Hezbollah.
I believe it was not a surprise at all for the simple
reason we had many people who have been cheer-
ing and clapping for Hassan Nasrallah as a hero for a
long time. 

On the other hand, Hezbollah has a direct link to
Iran and Syria as the role played inside Lebanon is
indeed influential in the forty policy in the entire
Middle East and we should not be so naive to imag-
ine that Hezbollah is just a Lebanese party like many
others.   

I believe that the repercussions of this issue are
worth worrying. The past is justified based on the
present, as they say. This large quantity of weapons,
which was said to be enough to equip an army was
not prepared for nothing. That is impossible. I think
investigations on such cases should never be
closed.

Kuwait is a small country and has a strategic loca-
tion and depth under the tense regional condition,
so it is but natural any political party attempt to
sketch out a blueprint for the future. But the ques-
tion remains is how to deal with the situation with-
out prejudice to the Kuwaiti government relations
with Lebanon Association?   

I think that the imperative thing here is not in the
mere arrest of citizens who hide weapons, but how
to put an end to the intervention of the pro-Iranian
political parties in the Gulf states whether in Kuwait
or other states and those who support them,
whether citizens or expatriates and limit the power
and resources of these cells and their members at
home and abroad to impair everyone regardless of
their influence and positions, and this is not an easy
task at all.

In Kuwait, I believe “Law must be like death that
does not exclude one.” —Montesquieu

In my view

By A Saleh and KUNA

KUWAIT: MP Majid Mussa urged
local authorities to withdraw the
Kuwaiti citizenship from members
of a terrorist cell who were arrested
with possession of a large amount
of weapons and ammunition last
Thursday night. Measures are
required to immediately withdraw
the Kuwaiti nationality of the sus-
pects who pledged allegiance to a
terrorist organization that is respon-
sible for the attempted assassina-
tion of the late Amir Sheikh Jaber
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, the Jabriya air-
craft’s hijacking, and bombing of
popular coffee shops in the 1980s,
MP Mussa said. Separately, MP Dr
Abdulhameed Dashti lauded
authorities’ efforts in maintaining
Kuwait’s security, called for ‘thor-
ough and fair investigation’ to guar-
antee justice and authenticity and
demanded law enforcement to pre-
vent enticing sectarianism in socie-
ty.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Azzam
Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Dean of the
Diplomatic Corps and the State of
Kuwait ’s Ambassador to the
Kingdom of Bahrain, has lauded
effective clampdown on terrorism
at home and in the Kingdom.
“Terrorism exempts nobody,” he
said, indicating that terrorist groups
have been engaged in random and
unprovoked killing of the innocent
in various countries and regions of
the world.

The State of Kuwait and the
Kingdom of Bahrain “have amazed
the world in their confrontation of
terrorism,” he said, clearly alluding
to the recurring crackdown in
Kuwait and Bahrain on terrorist

cells,  the latest of which were
announced earlier in the week.

Unity of the peoples “around our
leaderships is the best deterrence
against terrorism and fanaticism
and those with ill intentions toward
our countries,” he added, praising
peoples of the GCC states for facing
any bid aimed at undermining the
homelands’ security.

Criminal motives
In the meantime, Secretary

General of the Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) Dr Abdullatif Al-
Zayani lauded the recent efforts
exerted by security authorities in
Kuwait in arresting a terrorist cell
and seizing a huge arsenal of
weapons, ammunitions, rockets and
explosives that were to be used to
destabilize security of the country.
The volume of cache revealed the
“heinous” criminal motives of the
terrorists, Zayani said in a press
statement, noting that “efficiency
and vigilance” of Kuwaiti security

agencies foiled the cell’s schemes.
He reiterated GCC states’ support

to Kuwait in all measures it takes to
guarantee its security, preserve
safety of its people and residents
and combat terrorist groups. GCC
countries will remain unified against
terrorists and their financing
sources, and they will not harm Gulf
security and stability, Zayani said,
praying to Allah Almighty to protect
Kuwait from harm and evil.

Also, Deputy National Assembly
Speaker Mubarak Al-Khurainej laud-
ed the Ministry of Interior’s efforts in
arresting a terrorist cell that pos-
sessed a huge arsenal of weapons,
explosives and ammunitions.

In a press statement on Friday,
Khurainej urged to prosecute these
terrorists as soon as possible and to
find out who was behind this pre-
planned operation that aimed at
jeopardizing the security of the
country. He called on all Kuwaiti
societal sectors to be united to face
this imminent danger that lives

within the fabric of the society.  
On Thursday, three members of a

terror cell were arrested and a huge
arsenal of weapons, ammunition
and explosives were seized by secu-
rity forces. Security forces found 56
RPG shells and an amount of
ammunition on a farm in Al-Abdeli,
owned by a first terrorist identified
as H A, a Kuwaiti  born in 1968.
Three firearms and another amount
of ammunition were found at the
house of a second suspect, A H,
born in 1981. Three bags of
weapons, ammunition and various
explosive materials were seized
from the house of a third, born in
1980.

According to the Ministry of
Interior, the three confessed that
they had joined a terrorist organiza-
tion and led the security forces to
where the weapons and the explo-
sives were hidden. On the farm and
in the three houses, the forces
seized 19 kg of ammunition, 144 kg
of TNT, PE4 and other explosive

materials, three RPGs, 204 grenades
and electric detonators. The three
terrorists have been referred to the
concerned authorities for more
interrogation.

Third cell
This is the third terror cell arrest-

ed by the security agencies since
the deadly attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque on June 26, which left 26
people dead and 227 others
wounded.

On July 30, The Ministry of
Interior announced uncovering a
terrorist cell of five Kuwaitis, in the
second major success by security
authorities in confronting terrorism.

The Ministry, in a statement, said
the apprehended terrorists con-
fessed in interrogations to receiving
educational courses about deviat-
ing doctrine of the Islamic State (IS)
and undergoing military training
before they had gotten involved in
fighting in Syria and Iraq.

The Ministry vowed that it would

spare no effort in clamping down,
firmly, on any person who may try
to undermine the homeland’s secu-
rity. Pre-emptive precautions will
be in force against any terrorist acts
and terrorists will be brought to jus-
tice. The detainees were referred to
the general prosecution, under the
state felony case, number 47/2015.

The major successful blow came
after uncovering another cell of ter-
rorists who had masterminded
bombing attack on Imam Al-Sadiq
Mosque which included up to 29
suspected participants in the plan-
ning for the terrorist attack. Deputy
Prime Minister and Interior Minister
Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-
Hamad Al-Sabah has affirmed
necessity of coordination and
speedy swap of information among
the GCC security authorities to
thwart such attacks. The minister
has pledged to His Highness the
Amir that all the security personnel
will work hard to crack down on
any trouble-maker in the country.

MP demands revoking Hezb cell members’ citizenship
Third terror cell busted since June 26 attacks

MP Majid MussaMP Dr Abdulhameed DashtiSheikh Azzam Al-SabahDr Abdullatif Al-ZayaniMubarak Al-Khurainej

KUWAIT: An Airbus A330 plane, dubbed ‘Fintas,’ is pictured soon after it arrived to Kuwait on July 2, 2015. The plane is part of a contract between Kuwait Airways and Airbus
to lease 22 aircrafts by 2017. — KUNA

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait Airways Company (KAC)
will is set to receive two more A330 air-
craft, as part of a contract with Airbus to
lease 22 aircrafts. The new aircrafts will
support the new hubs to be opened in
September. KAC had received the 10th

new aircraft on Thursday, an A330 wide
body aircraft, and it was given the name
‘Sabahiya.’

In February 2014, Kuwait Airways
announced the lease of 12 Airbus aircraft
including 7 A320ceo and 5 A330-200s in
addition to the purchase of 25 aircraft
including 10 A350-900 and 15 A320neo

Family aircraft marking the start of a
major fleet renewal plan.

Kuwait Airways’ A330-200 plane
accommodates a three-class configura-
tion of 17 full-sleeper first class modules,
30 very high-comfort business and 165
latest standard economy seats, a combi-
nation that shows a clear attention to

comfort and efficiency detailed in the
features that also include the latest
Entertainment systems, and connectivity
throughout the cabin. The A330 is one of
the most popular wide body aircraft ever
and has to date won over 1,500 orders,
with over 1,100 flying with some 110
operators worldwide. 

Kuwait Airways to receive new planes

KUWAIT: The Criminal Court, cross-examin-
ing the recent deadly bombing that target-
ed a mosque packed with fasting and pray-
ing worshippers in Kuwait, is scheduled to
hold the fifth session today, during which
the public prosecution would address the
tribunal.

The court decided, during the previous
session held on Thursday, to pursue the
prosecution in camera with a testimony by
a ranking officer of the State Security, and
resume the open-door proceedings today,
where the public prosecution would pres-
ent the case, while the designated defense
would copy its file on the court expenses.

Attorneys
The tribunal has tasked a number of

attorneys from Kuwait Lawyers Association,
along with other counselors, with defend-
ing the suspects. None of the assigned bar-
risters will be allowed to request relief from
the mission, and those willing so, must
present compelling reasons for abstaining.
The court, at a previous session, ordered
release without bail 11 of the 29 persons
accused of being involved in the criminal
case, however all of the accused were
banned from travel.

Previous sessions witnessed cross-exam-

ining the first suspect, Abdulrahman Sabah
Al-Eidan, re-examining confiscated materi-
als including a flash memory, including
statements by Fahad Suleiman Al-Qabaa,
who had personally carried out the bomb-
ing attack on the mosque. The flash memo-
ry included the security camera film show-
ing the car that boarded the suicide
bomber, the moment he descended from
the vehicle entering the mosque during
Friday prayers as well as the actual blast.

Eidan testified that he had driven the car
to the target with the attacker sitting on
the front seat and that the vehicle
belonged the the seventh suspect, Jarrah
Nimer. The court held its first session on
August 4th. The accused include seven
Kuwaitis, five Saudis, three Pakistanis, 13
illegal residents in addition to another per-
son who has remained at large.

Fugitives
The list also includes five others who

have not been detained. Two of them have
been arrested in Saudi Arabia-they are
brothers; one named Majed Abdullah Al-
Zahrani (the fourth defendant) and
Mohammad Abdullah Al-Zahrani (the third
defendant). Another brother of the two
had stayed in Kuwait before being handed

over to the Saudi authorities. The trio’s
fourth brother is in Syria, in the ranks of the
Islamic State (IS).

The mosque, located in Al-Sawaber dis-
trict in the heart of Kuwait City, was
bombed on June 26th, during the fasting
month of Ramadan. Up to 26 people died
and 227 others were injured in the attack.
The attack had prompted His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to head to the scene hurriedly.
Tearful and deeply distressed, Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad strongly condemned the

bombing, affirming that such bids intend-
ed to foment discords among the Kuwaitis
would certainly fail. “These are my sons,”
were some of the words His Highness
spontaneously uttered when seeing the
blood-stained victims and damage at the
targeted mosque. Translating his words,
ordinary citizens stood in long lines at clin-
ics after the incident donating blood for
the injured, in a stance of recurrently
replayed solidarity. The State received con-
dolences on the martyrs’ loss at the Grand
Mosque. — KUNA

Mosque bombing suspects’
prosecution resumes today

The Palace of Justice
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His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Sabah

Prime Minister
returns home

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah returned to Kuwait yesterday
after paying a special visit outside the country. On arrival,
His Highness the Premier was welcomed by First Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah,
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Finance Dr Anas Al-
Saleh as well as a number of other ministers and senior
officials. —KUNA

The suspect who was arrested posing as a mem-
ber of the police Special Forces.

A cooking gas cylinder that caused a fire in
Abdallah Al-Mubarak.

Firefighters are seen outside an Abdallah Al-Mubarak
house where a fire was reported.

Senior Kuwait Fire Services Directorate officials are seen at the site
of the paper factory fire.

Fake policeman caught in Andalus
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: A police patrol in Andalus arrested a
Lebanese man for posing as a member of the
police Special Forces. The patrol stopped him
after suspecting the car he was driving which
belongs to a car lease company. He gave
police a fake name and claimed to be a
Kuwaiti, telling police he did not have his ID
with him. Police also noticed a Special Forces
uniform in the car, and he said it belongs to a
friend of his. The suspect was taken to Andalus
police station, and the phone he was carrying

had a picture of him in uniform. He told police
that he had the uniform made for him to make
his girlfriends believe he was a Kuwaiti. The
man was sent to concerned authorities.

Explosives found
Police found explosives and ammunitions

inside pipes dumped at an open area in Abdali
north of the country. Bomb squads, Special
Task and State Security Force had headed to
the scene after patrol officers reported finding
10 orange pipes in the area. Explosive materi-
al, AK-47 ammo and matchboxes were found

inside the pipes. Investigations are ongoing to
identify those responsible for the pipes.

Fatal crash
A Syrian man was killed during a collision

between two trucks on Subbiya Road, near
Abdaly Bridge. In another incident, firemen
freed people trapped inside a vehicle involved
in a car accident on King Fahad road,
Nuwaiseeb bound.

Gas leak
Fire broke out in a house in Abdallah Al-

Mubarak. Firemen discovered a gas leak as the
fire was in the kitchen. The fire was put out
before it could spread. No injuries were reported.

Factory fire
A paper factory went in flames which start-

ed in old paper used for recycling. Three fire-
men were injured while fighting the fire and
investigations are underway to determine the
cause of the fire.

Stable fire
Fire broke out in a Mina Abdallah stable

according to a call received by Kuwait Fire
Services Directorate (KFSD) operations.
Firemen found the fire in the guard’s room and
kept it from spreading, before putting it out
completely.

Residency violators
Mubarak Al-Kabeer Security Department

launched several campaigns resulting in the
arrest of 96 people in violation of residency
and labor regulations, in addition to issuance
of 55 traffic citations and impoundment of 25
vehicles.

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Ministry of Electricity and
Water (MEW) and Ministry of Public
Works (MPW) resumed pumping
water to 17 areas, as water was cut
to execute a project for MPW. Both
ministries said that scheduled work
at the Jahra road project was com-
pleted four hours before the sched-
uled time. Meanwhile, Minister of
Commerce and Industry Dr Yousuf
Al-Ali said that emergency teams at
the ministry had followed up with
the water-cut procedures to insure
that affected areas continue to be
supplied with fresh water via water
tanker trucks. In the meantime,
MEW Undersecretary Mohammad

Bushehri praised MEW and MPW
staff for their efforts that helped
finish works within 14 hours
instead of 18 as originally sched-
uled.

MEW beats power cut fears
Separately, informed sources at

the Ministry of Electricity and
Water (MEW) said the ministry was
able to overcome 75 percent of
power cut fears during summer,
adding that the highest load was
recorded in August reaching
12,520 megawatts. MEW noted the
period between June and
September is the peak consump-
tion period, adding that cuts in the
transfer networks were limited

compared with last year and con-
stituted just 1 percent of the elec-
tric system that works 24 hours a
day.

Dead dolphin
A photo of a dead dolphin tak-

en on a Kuwaiti beach was pub-
lished on social media. Many want-
ed to know the reason of its death,
which may have been pollution.
Authorities did not make a state-
ment on the matter.

Fireworks confiscated
Nuwaiseeb customs officers dis-

covered 41 various boxes of fireworks
in the divided zone which smugglers
attempted to get into Kuwait.

MEW resumes water supply

Dr Yousuf Al-AliMohammad Bushehri

KUWAIT: Head of the medical services team of the Kuwaiti
Hajj mission has affirmed readiness of the Kuwaiti hajj mis-
sion after completing the necessary procedures in the Al-
Naseem area in Makkah. Deputy head of the team
Mughyer Al-Shammari said in a statement yesterday that
the Ministry of Health’s delegation returned to Kuwait after
equipping the mission’s clinics ahead of the arrival of
Kuwaiti pilgrims, adding that a medical team will leave for
Makkah by September 7. Shammari pointed out that the
second batch, which will include the team leader, doctors
and members of the nursing staff, will leave Kuwait on
September 12, indicating that the medical clinics will be
ready to receive pilgrims by September 14. — KUNA

Preparations for hajj
season completed 

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: The Health Ministry will divide Jaber Hospital
into several departments within a strategy to attract world
hospitals to run each department to enhance the hospital
work. Sources said the ministry’s decision will be made in
agreement with the council of ministers, after the Ministry
of Health failed to attract any international hospital or
company to run the hospital due to its size and because its
management constitutes a huge burden on an internation-
al management that comes for investment.

Construction of the the Jaber Hospital, which is located
in South Surra, is expected to finish by this year’s end,
while it is set to go on test operation at the beginning of
2016. The hospital is considered the largest in the Middle
East and the sixth largest worldwide with a total area of
220,000 square meters. The building consists of five towers
with a total bed capacity of 1,168, and contains a parking
lot that fits 5,000 vehicles. An underground central power
plant, build specifically for the project, supplies the build-
ing with 100 percent of its electricity needs.

Jaber hospital divided into several departments

The Jaber Hospital

Students are pictured during the VIVA Coded Academy lecture.Dr Yaser Alosefer is seen during the VIVA Coded Academy lecture.

KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwait’s fastest-growing and
most developed telecom operator, announced
that The VIVA Coded Academy, the first acade-
my dedicated to teaching software program-
ming to the entire GCC, has recently hosted Dr
Yaser Alosefer from Saudia Arabia as the first
guest in the Academy’s Speaker of the Week
series. The series comes as part of the
Academy’s mission of continued education for
the tech community in Kuwait, and as a con-
tinuation of VIVA’s effort to empower youth
through education and development. 

Dr Alosefer is the foremost expert on cyber
security, ethical hacking, and social engineer-
ing in the Gulf region. He holds a PhD in
Internet Security from Cardiff University, and is
held in high regards as an authority on social

engineering and ethical hacking, and has
been invited to speak at numerous events
across the world. 

Abdulrazzaq Bader Al-Essa, Director of
Corporate Communications at VIVA, expressed
his immense pleasure that The VIVA Coded
Academy hosted Dr Alosefer by saying: “VIVA
is honored to have hosted Dr Yaser Alosefer, an
expert with a wide following on social media
where he discusses current topics and inter-
esting subjects in the Cyber Security realm. We
hope that the students gain the most out of
his discussion on social engineering and cyber
security.”

Internet security
During his lecture at The VIVA Coded

Academy, Dr Alosefer introduced some
broad concepts on internet security, inform-
ing the audience of the importance and
dangerous ramifications cyber wars can
have on the region as whole. The lecture
drew on examples of cyber battles among
global superpowers, and how modern day
global conflicts are fought behind comput-
ers. 

Dr  Alosefer  a lso  covered impor tant
aspects of  personal  protection against
internet hacking, and the methods through
which hackers could penetrate someone’s
personal data and information. He pointed
out several examples of how a hacker might
steal personal data through both hardware
and software technologies, such as viruses,

flash drives, cameras, and more.  Following
his presentation, Dr Alosefer spent time in
group discussions with the Academy’s stu-
dents and the audience in general. The dis-
cussions were a chance for attendees to
find out more about specific subjects in
Internet Security, and tap further into Dr
Alosefer’s expertise in the matter. 

Dr Alosefer’s visit represented a unique
opportunity for The VIVA Coded Academy
students to interact with an expert in an
important area of software technology.
Such an opportunity plays an important
role in helping the Academy ’s students
develop into world class coders who can
give back to Kuwait through social engi-
neering, ethical hacking, and the protection

of personal information and national cyber
security.

VIVA’s sponsorship of this program stems
from its belief in investing in the intellectual
capabilities of young men and women in
Kuwait. Supporting such initiatives is part of
VIVA’s relentless efforts to empower youth
in Kuwait with the tools they require to
build their dreams. 

More information on the course and on
‘The VIVA Coded Academy’ can be found on
www.joincoded.com and @JoinCoded on
Instagram. Any information can be found by
visiting any of VIVA’s 69 branches, author-
ized distributors, the company’s website at
www.viva.com.kw or contact its 24 hour call
center at 102.

The VIVA Coded Academy hosts Dr Yaser Alosefer
In cooperation with ‘Coding Campus’
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Kuwait Times (KT): Please tell us a bit about yourself (back-
ground, schooling, interests, etc)?
Bishara: I am Farah Bishara, 28 years old. I studied advertising
at American University of Kuwait (AUK), but I studied music by
my own since I was a kid. 

KT: It is clear from listening to you that you are passionate
about hip hop, how did you first get interested in this
genre of music? How did you develop such a deep knowl-
edge of music?
Bishara: Well it started when I was 7 years old. I started listen-
ing to music and I got into hip hop music. My older sister used
to give me her tapes and share her music with me when I
could not go out and buy my own music. After a while, I took
music classes. I know how to read music sheets, and I found
that I really love hip hop music, so when I was older enough, I
started to search for my favorite artists online and sign up on
their fan pages. And so I started to read about them more,
about their concerts and what they are doing. I also was listen-
ing to Linda in her show at Radio Kuwait FM 99.7, and I always
wanted to be on radio all the time. When I was 9 years old, I
used to talk by my own, like I am in a live show on radio. I even
bought a microphone and plugged it to my radio, turned the
music down and started to talk like I am commenting and talk-
ing to my audience about the music. By the time I was 14,
there was a competition on radio if someone can tell the title
of the song that has been on the show, and I knew it because
my sister just bought Missy Elliott’s album and I memorized it,
so I called and answered correctly and I went to the radio sta-
tion and he let me go on-air and introduce one of the songs -
indescribable feeling. So after that, I decided that I should keep
studying music and know about the history of the artists and
history behind their songs and their beats and the equipment
that they use by reading a lot of books and listening to a lot of
music.

KT: How was the reaction of your family when they knew
you wanted to become a DJ?
Bishara: My mother was very supportive, but my father went
crazy. He was not so happy about it, he loved to see me read-
ing books, but when he found out that I am leaving my job in
the bank because I am feeling miserable  and joining the radio
to become a DJ - I even quit my job even before knowing if
they will accept me or not - he refused and he was like “what
did you do to your life, you were working in a decent job in the
best bank and you are leaving all that to work in a radio sta-
tion?” But now, he’s accepting it. Now when he sees me happy,
he accepts it.

KT: When did you first start this career?
Bishara: I started here in October 2013. First, I started training

with DJ Maha and then I went to the breakfast show with Tee
and Aki. My first day here was a disaster. Maha asked me to
answer the phone and take the requests. It was easy but then
she left me for an hour by my own to talk live, I was so scared
and talked with a nervous voice. At first you worry a lot about
people, “are they going to like me?” especially since people
criticize the new thing and that was me. And that’s what hap-
pened. A lot of people did not like me and they thought my
voice and my laugh were annoying. They were used to Linda
for 20 years, so they rejected us - the new generation - and
kept asking for Linda and the answer was always the same:
Linda left ten years ago!
Then they felt I had something to offer and gave me my own
show in the evening. First, I felt nervous and alone; but now
they love it and I got a reputation of being into old school hip
hop, but I am playing more than that.

KT: Who are your favorite musicians or bands? 
Bishara: I love A Tribe Called Quest because they are the first
hip hop group that I ever listened to. They are the meaning of
hip hop to me and their music saved my life. I also love Nas.

KT: If you were stranded on a desert island with no Wi-Fi,
what songs must you absolutely have on your mobile?
(Because being stranded anywhere without a mobile is
just unimaginable)
Bishara: Actually, I have it now on my iPhone, the album of J
Dilla called Donuts. It has no words, just beats. It was released
in 2006 and I haven’t stopped listening to it.

KT: What are the favorite types of music people listen to in
Kuwait? Have you found resistance to playing or DJing hip
hop?
Bishara: They are listening to everything and there is a huge
hip hop culture here in Kuwait. But they are still in love with
Tupac, also known by his stage name, 2Pac. It is old, but It is
timeless music and there is a lot of meaning behind his songs
about wars, problems with family and problems in relation-
ships. A lot of people can relate to his music.

KT: What have been some of the challenges and unexpect-
ed experiences you have had as a DJ?
Bishara: Being exciting every day even when you are in a bad
mood or facing a personal problem with work, family and
friends. Once I walk through this door, I have to leave all that
problems and smile, because the people who are listening to
you are facing the same problem but they listen to you to be
in a good mood. It was so hard at first, especially since I am
the kind of girl who shows her feeling in her face and cannot
hide it. So if I am in a bad mood, I play a lot of songs and talk a
little, and if I am in a good mood, I will talk a lot.

KT: Who are your musical inspirations? 
Bishara: My musical inspiration ... she worked with a lot of
musicians, her name is Angie Martinez and she is known as
the voice of New York because she has her radio show as well.
She is one of the longest running DJs in New York City and she
has interviewed all the biggest hip hop musicians in her show.
So every time I think what made me to become a DJ, my

answer is Angie Martinez.

KT: Are you a musician yourself? If yes, what instruments
do you play?
Bishara: Yes. I play the clarinet and flute, they’re classical
instruments. I can still play them and read the music sheets
and I have been doing it for eight years now. 

KT: What do you think about the Kuwait music scene? 
Bishara: I think it needs more work in terms of people being
more courageous because for me, a Kuwaiti woman, to be
working for a radio station was a big deal for a lot of people.
They said to me, “Do you not care that people are going to talk
about you?” Music, it is not a shame; it could be haram (forbid-
den), I do not know, but I do not think that it is a thing to be
ashamed of.

KT: Who are some of the most exciting bands or musicians
playing in Kuwait today? Who would you say are the rising
stars?
Bishara: I like the energy of Army of One, a Kuwaiti band.
Even if they are old, they still make good music.

KT: What is your view about the music scene in the
Khaleeji overall? Do you see it evolving and changing?
How so?
Bishara: The Khaleeji music* scene is amazing. They are doing
so many events, and putting together, break-dancing,
rhyming, and learning how to write lyrics, especially in
Bahrain, Jeddah and Qatar. And yes, it is changing because a
couple of years before you would not find a female working as
a DJ but after I started working here, some girls started to
show up and showed some interest in the music world. Even
some girls asked me to teach them how to DJ.

KT: From where do you get your music?
Bishara: I get music from regular people not famous yet from
all over the countries, and the other songs are from new
artists, even if they have just one song.

KT: Where do you see yourself in 10 years? 
Bishara: Maybe I manage artists or maybe have my own
music company or station, who knows, but that will take a lot
of effort and a lot of studying. In ten years I will no longer be a
host, because I feel that everything has its time.  

KT: What else do you do and how does that connect with
your passion for music?
Bishara: I also do some DJing in parties for companies and
still doing what I love. 
*Khaleeji music is a type of music which originated in the Gulf.

KUWAIT: Farah Bishara, aka DJ Bonita. —  Photos by Joseph Shagra

DJ pick up your phone,
I’m on the request line

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: DJ Bonita from Radio Kuwait FM 99.7 (The Legend of Hip Hop) calls the group ‘A
Tribe Called Quest’ her lifesaver and the ‘meaning of hip hop’ and lists J Dilla’s album
‘Donuts’ as her castaway music if stuck on an island. 

With her angelic face and her spirit that is full with dreams about being the best DJ in
Kuwait, DJ Bonita, or Farah Bishara in real life, welcomed Kuwait Times to her studio to
show the world of her unique and distinctive music that puts you in the mood.

Interview with Kuwait FM’s DJ Bonita

A computer
software used
in Kuwait FM’s

studio.

DJ Bonita
in her

studio.
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KUWAIT: Members of the ‘Asayel’ Palestinian cultural band perform during the Palestinian cultural day held at the Kuwait National Museum theatre in Kuwait City last Thursday night. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

By Abdullah Buwair

local@kuwaittimes.net

His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Sabah

Iwas honored to visit His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah, among a large crowd
of various social and political levels, at Shuwaikh

Palace. Sheikhs, ministers, officials, citizens and expats, all
came to express their love of HH Sheikh Nasser Al-
Mohammad and to congratulate him on the holy month
of Ramadan. They all came because whoever knew HH
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad will never forget him.
Because of his manners, people go to him from every-
where. It was not strange to find this large number of peo-
ple in his palace, as he was receiving well wishers until late
hours of the night with an everlasting smile and that is
why those who like him are on the increase. In all occa-
sions, HH Sheikh Nasser does not put down those who go
to him. He visits all people of Kuwait on sorry or happy
occasions and will never be late in serving his duties.

In my view

KUWAIT: Global demand for lubricat-
ing oils is forecast to reach, in 2017,
some 43.9 million metric tons, with a
2.3 percent annual rise, according to
the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OAPEC).

East Asia will be on top of nations
of forecast higher demand for greas-
ing products, to be followed by Latin
America, the Middle East and Africa.
However, demand for the lubricants is
expected to remain unchanged in
Europe and North America, OAPEC
said in its monthly newsletter.

There has been noticeable demand
increase by OAPEC’s member states,
buoyed by industrial and economic
growth in these countries. The boom
in these sectors has prompted these
countries to expand the oils’ sector to
meet higher domestic demand. The
OAPEC countries,  which produce
crude oil, are qualified and have basic
potentials for developing the greases’
sector and thus boost their industrial

competitiveness. Major industrial
nations have succeeded in developing
the industry of re-cycling lubricating
products, employing state-of-art tech-
nology for maximum economic bene-
fits and protecting the environment.

As for the OAPEC states, they have
revised legislations and laws regulat-
ing the lubricants’ sector, offered
financial support, lifted taxes and
launched promotional campaigns for
re -cycling. Seeking to encourage
lubricants’ re -cycling, OAPEC has
themed its 2016 scientific ward “recy-
cling the used lubricating oils, eco-
nomic and environmental forecast.”

OAPEC was founded in Beirut in
January 1968 by Kuwait, Libya and
Saudi Arabia with the aim of protect-
ing their interests and coordinating
their oil trade. Later, other Arab states
joined; namely Algeria,  Bahrain,
Egypt, Iraq, Qatar, Syria and United
Arab Emirates. The General Secretariat
is based in Kuwait. —KUNA

Lubricants’ industry
forecast to grow: OAPEC

YEREVAN: Kuwait’s Ambassador to Armenia Bassam Al-Qabandi participated in the inauguration of a cafe in the capital Yerevan.
The cafe was opened as part of cooperation between Kuwaiti and Armenia businessmen. —KUNA
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It seems that for many, I am late in expressing my opinion about the
ban of the novel “The Mice of my Mother Hussa” or the publication of
this text is not at the right time, particularly for those who were wait-

ing for a statement from me about the fate of the work with the censor,
since I submitted it to the Printed Material Supervision Department at
the Ministry of Information. I made a decision not to talk about the sub-
ject unless the decision is officially issued, despite the removal of copies
from bookstores as soon as the work was published last February. 

There are many reasons for this. The first is that I do not wish to
appear like the person who rides the ‘ban wave’ to market the work that
is rumored to be banned. The second is that I fear if I announced the ban
of the work through my pages in social media, where I have followers in
Kuwait and abroad, I will be like the person who stabs his country, and I
do not want to open my pages for comments that go past the criticism
of the censorship, to the attack of a country to which I belong, because
of blind censorship policies where I was hit by some of them. The third
reason is that many papers took interest in the matter outside Kuwait,
which is enough reason for me to double my wish to keep silent, and
fourth is that during the last five months, the novel, as the censor
declared “not banned and not allowed” is at the censorship committee
under discussion for five months!

Massacres of censorship
Today, after the decision has been officially issued, I can say, despite

my previous hesitation due to the above mentioned reasons, the ban
decisions will not affect the salability of any novel; rather, it may give it a
larger distribution than it deserves, and this is what I see gave my novel
more momentum than it deserves. Yet, this decision has a major effect
on the image of this country. 

If the person who makes the decision is rational, especially with us
the young writers and because the massacres of censorship did not
blow away my latest work only, I am here not writing about my experi-
ence with the censors alone, but I am writing on behalf of my colleagues
whose works were hit by censorship massacres, and I think that they
allow me, not to defend them, but out of love of a country that has been
kidnapped, that does not look like a country that we knew in the old
days as a “forum” of freedoms.

We are a generation that has grown with a confidence that is border-
ing to egotism, because of the amount of freedom our country used to
enjoy, and we were lucky to live through the leftovers of the renaissance
time, and we see, each time we turned our heads back, the freedom of
opinion, which is an instilled right as guaranteed by the Constitution
since 1962.

We are a generation that was raised on this freedom in the form of
the National Assembly, despite all attempts to hinder it throughout its
history. We were raised on the freedom of the theater that was harsh in
its criticism, out of love and says, shouts and criticizes and names things
as they are. We were raised on the freedom of diwaniyas (gatherings)
that used to speak without fear. We were raised on the freedom of the
press that was a true forum of expression prior to its censorship in the
eighties.

We are a generation that grew up with Hathala of the Palestinian Naji
Al-Ali in his cartoons, which Kuwait papers celebrated and considered as
a gain. He criticized with liberty inside and outside before we let go of
him. We are a generation that started its mornings with the “sign” of Iraqi
Ahmad Mattar who was harassed in his country, and Kuwait celebrated
him and his experience and benefited from his presence to become an
example of the freedom of opinion before he shed a tear near the air-
craft that took him away.

We are a generation that lives on cultural ruins that were a beacon.
The country believed in it since its dream was to have a cultural maga-
zine for all Arabs, so Kuwait asked the help of Egyptian Ahmad Zaki to
establish “Al-Arabi” magazine, to tell the world: “Here is a country that
believes in culture, art and literature, and the country is called Kuwait.”

We are a generation that received most of its theatrical taste from
plays that were presented by the pioneers during the time this country
believed in the “father of arts,” and when a road was paved for Egyptian
Zaki Tolaimat to establish a true theater, that we exists today on its her-
itage.

We are a generation that followed those Arabic play texts that criti-
cize the oppressive authorities’ ignorance and intolerance. They are texts
that were not allowed to be played in its countries, and were played in
Kuwait during the time of its renaissance and time of its dreaming of the
future. We follow them with pain and ask ‘the decision maker:’ “How did
you transform Kuwait into a cat that eats its children, and why did you
push this country, which opened its arms to all those Arab innovators, to
restrict its children today?”

The pain here is not personal, over a book that is banned or allowed.
The pain is that you see your country kidnapped and does not look like a
country you know, and maybe it is not enough to totally slam a censor
with shaken confidence who is far from reading and culture, and whose
job is to interpret the text and apply a sterile law. The censor does not
ban for the sake of banning, because he knows full well that the ban
decisions are a sham, even if they achieve their goal of removing books
from bookstores. The censor does not have the courage of taking the
‘allowing’ decision, because he fears the society, and the society is the
true sensor. When we see the individual in libraries asking the owner, as
soon as he is angered by a cover or title, like a member of parliament ask-
ing the information minister “are these books allowed?” 

Although we are hoping for an MP that protects our freedoms and
legislates to protect us from the ignorance or fear of the censor, we find
him practicing the opposite. Maybe the precedence of the resignation of
an Information Minister and being the ouster of the Secretary General of
the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters, few years back,
because of books that were allowed which prompted some MPs to grill
the minister, is the best witness that the true censor is us through people
who we granted an authority to practice censorship against us. We are in
need of an MP that works on making legislations that restores a bright
image to this country. We are not in need for MPs who demand the ban
of Maarouf Al-Rasafi and Jalal Al-Deen Al-Roumi from entering the coun-
try despite their death many years ago, to become an ugly joke in front
of the world.

I go back to the member of Printed Matters Censorship Committee -
the weakest link of the worn out societal censorship chain - to be fair to
you, a condemnation, I say: Through ban decisions that rely on sen-
tences that are cut off their sequence, given to you by a specialized
employee, and you are just a reduced image of a society, most of which
fear freedom, and rejects the other’s opinion. So, just a tweet on Twitter is
enough to scare you, and you go back to previous decisions to allow
some books, and then you go to issue new decisions to ban them, some
of which are world classics, that you ban them, in a time of open skies,
pull them out, and fine bookstores, making them pay large amounts of
money. That made us a joke in front of the world because of you.

I am seem like one who is avoiding responsibility by not addressing
this letter to a certain person, censor, MP, ministry undersecretary, minis-
ter of information or the entire society, but because of my belief that the
decision maker is all of us, I address this letter ... to “the decision maker,”
starting with the minister of information and ending with the ordinary
citizen, who is me, may be one of us, or both to realize and respond.

Let us love this country our way, let us, if we run out of means,
escape to it instead from it. Let us hear others, if we travel say Kuwait “is,”
instead of Kuwait “was.” Let us, if we took a visitor to our book stores and
found that half the list of his books are banned, not keep silent when he
asks, “What happened to Kuwait?!”  Let the Kuwaiti reader own our pro-
duction from the shelves of his country’s bookstores, instead of buying
them from the world’s bookstores. Let us remove the heartbreak while
we carry our country on our shoulders around the world, and find the
warm reception that we do not find in it. Let us feel that this country
loves us instead of one of us look at the other with a word trapped in his
chest: “Your adversary is your country!” 

Finally, let us refrain from asking you for all these things, because the
request in itself is shameful, and because freedom of expression is our
right to start with, and because both of us, our country and us started to
draw pity!  —Translated by Kuwait Times

‘A letter to who
has the power’

Al-Jarida

By Saud Al-Sanousi

Al-Jarida

This word has a lot of meanings in our Arab diction-
ary, but what we will focus on today is just one
meaning, which has become rare these times.

Respect is one of the good human values and it is
not limited to the religion of Islam, but all religions call
for it and all societies and religions raise their children
on it to become a natural sentiment in their communi-
ties. Respect is a feeling the individual expresses
towards everything around him or deals with, with
appreciation, care and commitment. Respect is a rela-
tion built between two sides who exchange feelings
built on respect as far as worth, class and distinction are
concerned.

That is our issue and those are our lines. Most of our
societies do not have those sentiments, and so we lack
this value in the family atmosphere, we do not see it at
work and it became a rare commodity in our society.

The foundation is missing and it is possible that the
problem is in raising children, or that education ignored
it in preparing the next generation and so from here to
there, the issue remains suspended that we have to

admit that the majority of our societies lack respect.
The issue was distorted and unclear for all, and fol-

lowing the Arab revolutions with which the Arab nation
was plagued, the issue became general - an existing
and imposed behavior on individuals. As with regret,
most of those who called for revolution and uprising
against the regimes made lack of respect and reducing
the value of everything the basis of their cause until we
became societies that lack the feeling and touch of
respect.

The best evidence on our issue is the tune by which
many are talking and the way one talks with one anoth-
er. If we look closely at it, we find the revolution’s dia-
logue was built on “screams” surrounded by incompre-
hensible terms that only carry the intention of scolding
and to scandalize. That tune has become the common
language recently by which the majority talks, and with
it the language of respect vanished and through it all
feelings that belong to the respect of others went dead,
with regret. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

Respect
Al-Anbaa

By Nermin Al-Hooti

Crime
R e p o r t

Expats deported
for gambling

KUWAIT: Interior Ministry Assistant Undersecretary for
General Security Major General Abdelfattah Al-Ali sent sev-
eral expatriates to administrative deportation and confis-
cated a large quantity of communications equipment and
gambling tools. A security source said that a special duties’
team patrolling in Jleeb stopped an expat to check his ID,
who ran instead and entered a house. When policemen
entered the house, they found 11 land phones, five stop-
watches, a calculator and several papers used in gambling.

Bootleggers arrested 

Capital security arrested six Asian expats with locally
made liquor and electrical wires. Policemen noticed an
Asian man who started running as soon as he saw
them, so he was chased. He then threw a bottle then
entered a room that was found to be the liquor labora-
tory and where the other suspects were found and
arrested. Police also noticed a large quantity of electric
wires. The suspects were detained at the police station
to be deported.

Man thrown out of car

A bedoon (stateless) man who was found in a drug-induced
coma was placed under strict police protection at Mubarak
Hospital to find out the identity of who threw him on the street.
A security source said that cafe patrons in Salmiya were surprised
by an unconscious man being thrown from a car that sped away
afterwards. The man will be charged with drug abuse. 

Drug arrests

A citizen was sent to Drugs Control General
Department (DCGD) after being caught with 100,000
Captagon tablets. Kuwait Airport general supervisor
said customs officers were suspicious with a youth
who arrived from Jordan, so his luggage was searched
and the illicit tablets were found. The suspect said he
went to Jordan three days ago to get the drugs. 

In another story, an Egyptian man was sent to Drugs
Control General Department (DCGD) after being arrest-
ed in Salwa in an abnormal state. Police found a large
piece of hashish on him, which the suspect said was for
his personal use and not for trading. 

Kuwait
Football 

Association

Son beats father

A man complained against his son for beating him. An
Egyptian man told Khaitan police that his son attacked him
and broke his finger following a family dispute. Police are
looking for the runaway son. —Al-Anbaa

Joint committee
to host Gulf Cup

KUWAIT: The Kuwait Football Association (KFA) accepted
all conditions made by the Public Authority for Youth and
Sports (PAYS) in order to host the 23rd Gulf Cup tourna-
ment, KFA sources said. The agreement came following a
meeting between KFA President Sheikh Dr Talal Al-Fahad
and members of the KFA board of directors, who had some
comments on the conditions of PAYS, but agreed at the
end for the general good. Sources said that among the
condition is the formation of a joint committee between
KFA and PAYS to organize the tournament, while the finan-
cial decision should be that of PAYS. KFA also agreed to
have Kuwait Football Club host the championship instead
of Al-Nasser, in addition to the Jaber Stadium, so the high-
er committee that was formed by KFA will be cancelled,
and a new committee formed. KFA will not write to its
counterparts in Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) countries
as well as Iraq and Yemen before coordinating by PAYS.
Instead, PAYS will write to youth ministries in each country
to get their agreements and inform football associations
there with regards to organizing the tournament at its
original date in December 2015.

Difficult 
Meanwhile, a source at KFA said it is difficult to hold the

tournament on its original date because of time con-
straints, especially that Kuwait Sports Club’s facilities need
maintenance following the Asian playoffs’ matches of the
Kuwait national team.

On the other hand, PAYS’ Deputy Director General for
Financial and Administrative Affairs Dr Jassim Al-Huwaidi
said Kuwait is ready both financially and in facilities to host
the Arabian Gulf Cup tournament on its original date in
December. He asked KFA to withdraw the postponement
request and gave them until August 20 to do so officially
and declare their final stand towards hosting the tourna-
ment, so PAYS can carry out the necessary work to be
ready.  —Al-Anbaa

Hezb cell: Minister orders withdrawing Abdali farm
‘Regional country’ revealed cell’s suspicious activity in Kuwait

KUWAIT: Minister of Oil, State Minister of
National Assembly Affairs Dr Ali Al-Omair
has contacted Nabila Al-Khalil, Director
General of the Public Authority for
Agricultural Affairs and Fish Resources, with
a request to reclaim an Abdali farm where a
massive cache of weapons and ammuni-
tion were found Thursday night.
Procedures to withdraw the farm will com-
mence as soon as the public prosecution
finishes investigations in the case, accord-
ing to Omair ’s request, Al-Anba daily
reported yesterday.

This comes amid reports indicating that
the State Security Department has put the
names of three Iranian nationals suspected
to be involved with the Hezbollah terrorist
cell busted in Kuwait recently at all border
outlets.

One year
Members of the terrorist cell have been

busted following investigations that start-
ed nearly a year ago and resulted in the
confiscation of the largest amount of
weapons in a single operation in Kuwait’s
history, Al-Qabas daily reported yesterday.
Security forces seized 19 kg of ammunition,
144 kg of TNT, PE4 and other explosive
materials, three RPGs, 56 RPG shells, 204
grenades and electric detonators inside the

farm and three houses. They also arrested H
A, a Kuwaiti born in 1968 and works as a
diver at the Kuwait Ports Association, A H, a
Kuwaiti born in 1981, H S, a Kuwaiti born in
1980 and M J, a Kuwaiti born in 1984. The
last three suspects work in the public sec-
tor.

All the suspects admitted that they

belong to Hezbollah and that they received
combat and intelligence training in
Lebanon, Al-Qabas quoted sources familiar
with the investigations. The first suspect is
suspected to have facilitated the smug-
gling of explosives and weapons into
Kuwait, as well as taking photos for vital
sites.

Meanwhile, Al-Rai reported yesterday
quoting security sources familiar with the
investigations as well that the first suspect
first joined Hezbollah in 1999, and has
since met several Hezbollah members who
asked him to recruit more members into
the group. The sources also confirmed that
the farm in question had been monitored
since the summer of last year with suspi-
cions that it was used to store weapons.

Regional country
In the meantime, Al-Jarida reported that

Kuwait acted after being notified by the US
intelligence authorities about information
regarding the cell it received from intelli-
gence authorities in a ‘regional country’
that was not named nearly seven months
ago. The information indicated that an
‘active terrorist cell’ in Kuwait was waiting
for the ‘right time’ to carry out bombings or
assassinations to create a sectarian turmoil
in the country or put pressure on the state
to impact its political positions or make it
‘pay for its regional alliances.’ The suspects
arrested in the Kuwait have been receiving
weapons for approximately the five years
from Iranian military men they meet at
Iran’s Kharg Island and then transport the
weapons through speed boats to the farm,
according to sources.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad Al-
Khaled Al-Sabah inspects a weapon found at one of the houses raided dur-
ing the operation last Thursday.

The Jaber Stadium
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TOKYO: Japanese Emperor Akihito marked
the 70th anniversary of the end of World
War II with an expression of “deep remorse”
over the conflict yesterday, a departure from
his annual script which could be seen as a
subtle rebuke of Prime Minister Shinzo Abe.
Abe on Friday expressed “utmost grief”, but
said future generations should not have to
keep apologizing for the mistakes of the
past. He offered no fresh apology of his own.
“Reflecting on our past and bearing in mind
the feelings of deep remorse over the last
war, I earnestly hope that the ravages of war
will never be repeated,” Akihito, 81, said at a
memorial service on the anniversary of the
day his father, Hirohito, announced Japan’s
defeat.

“Together with all of our people, I now
pay my heartfelt tribute to all those who lost
their lives in the war, both on the battle-
fields and elsewhere and pray for world

peace and for the continuing development
of our country.” The legacy of the war still
haunts relat ions with China and South
Korea, which suffered under Japan’s some-
times brutal occupation and colonial rule
before Tokyo’s defeat in 1945. The soft-spo-
ken Akihito has often urged Japan not to
forget the suffering of the war and tried to
promote reconciliation with Asian countries.
His comments have attracted increased
attention at a time when Abe appears to be
pushing for a less apologetic tone towards
Japan’s past.

Akihito had expressed remorse before,
but not at the annual service. The constitu-
tion bans the emperor from any political
role, so his remarks need to be carefully
nuanced. Yesterday, Abe sent a ritual cash
offering to Yasukuni Shrine for war dead but
did not visit the shrine, seen in China and
South Korea as a symbol of Tokyo’s wartime

mil itar ism. While Abe,  who has said he
wants to repair ties with China and South
Korea, did not visit Yasukuni in person, three
of his cabinet ministers did along with the
LDP’s policy chief, Tomomi Inada, and scores
of other conservative lawmakers.

Honor and dignity
Such visits  outrage China and South

Korea because the shr ine honours  14
Japanese leaders convicted as war criminals
by an Allied tribunal, along with war dead.
Abe has  not  v is i ted in  person s ince
December 2013. China’s Foreign Ministry
said that yesterday’s visit “reflects Japan’s
ser iously  wrong att i tude to  histor ical
issues”, while protesters at a Seoul rally
burnt pictures of Abe.

The remarks on Friday by Abe, seen by
critics as a revisionist who wants to play
down the dark chapters of Japan’s wartime

past ,  received mixed reviews abroad.
Tokyo’s close ally the United States wel-
comed Abe’s commitment to uphold apolo-
gies made in the past. The United States
approves of Abe’s plans to play a greater
security role in Asia in the face of a rising
China, but also wants a lessening of ten-
sions over history. China said that Japan
should apologize sincerely to countries that
suffered from its military aggression and
urged Japan to “take concrete actions to
gain the trust of its Asian neighbors and the
global community”.

South Korean President Park Geun-hye
said Seoul was focused on Abe’s decision to
uphold previous cabinets’ understanding of
history, but added that the speech con-
tained “regrettable elements”. She said she
hoped Japan “soon and properly” resolved
issues regarding women’s “honor and digni-
ty”. Abe on Friday said Japan should “never

forget that there were women behind the
battlefields whose honor and dignity were
severely injured”. But he made no direct ref-
erence to “comfort women”, a euphemism
for the girls and women - many of them
Korean -  forced into prost i tut ion at
Japanese military brothels.

Tokyo and Seoul have long been at odds
over the issue of  comfor t  women, with
South Korea saying Japan has not done
enough to atone for their suffering despite a
1993 apology. Nor th Korea condemned
what it called an attempt by Japanese “right-
ist conservatives to conceal its crime-woven
past”. Abe’s conservative supporters are
keen for Japan to put an end to what they
see as a humiliating cycle of apologies. “We
need to terminate (the cycle of apology) for
our grandchildren and the grandchildren’s
grandchildren,” said a 64-year-old man visit-
ing Yasukuni. — Reuters 

Japan emperor expresses ‘deep remorse’ over WWII 
South Korea wants Japan to resolve ‘comfort women’ issue

TOKYO: Emperor Akihito and Empress Michiko offer silence prayers before the altar during the annual memorial service for war victims in Tokyo yesterday. Japan’s emperor Akihito said yesterday that he felt
“profound remorse” over World War II-a conflict that Tokyo fought in the name of his father Hirohito. — AFP 

BEIRUT: Lebanese authorities detained
a hardline Sunni Islamist cleric wanted
for attacks on the Lebanese army as he
tried to flee the country yesterday,
security officials said. Sheikh Ahmed Al-
Assir, a Lebanese citizen, was arrested
at Beirut airport as he tried to depart
using a forged passport, the officials
said. The National News Agency said he
wanted to travel to Egypt. Assir rose to
prominence with the onset of the civil
war in neighboring Syria that has trig-
gered instability in Lebanon by exacer-
bating sectarian tensions between its
Sunni and Shiite communities. Charges
against him include forming a terrorist
organization and inciting violence
against the army.

In 2013, 12 Lebanese soldiers were
killed when they stormed a mosque
complex belonging to Assir in the south-
ern city of Sidon. Assir ’s supporters
accused the army of siding with the
Lebanese Shiite group Hezbollah, which
is fighting in Syria alongside President
Bashar Al-Assad against predominantly
Sunni Muslim insurgents. As the war in

Syria escalated, Assir won support
among some Sunnis in Lebanon by
speaking out against Hezbollah leader
Sayyed Hassan Nasrallah and organizing
protests against Assad. Assir, who had
been in hiding, was sentenced to death
in absentia by Lebanon last year. The
National News Agency published a pho-
to showing a clean-shaven Assir appar-
ently taken after his detention.

Last year, Assir posted a message on
Youtube calling on Sunni Muslims to
defect from the Lebanese army, which
is carefully balanced to reflect the
country’s sectarian make-up. Attacks
by Sunni militants have hit Lebanon
repeatedly since the start of the war in
Syria. The last major clash was in the
northern city of Tripoli last October,
when 11 soldiers were killed in fighting
with militants. A year ago, Islamist
insurgents affiliated with the Nusra
Front and Is lamic State staged an
incursion into the border town of Arsal,
seizing 33 soldiers and policemen.
Islamic State and Nusra Front are still
holding 23 of them. — Reuters 

SIDON: Lebanese Salafist leader Sheikh
Ahmad Al-Assir speaking during a protest
in the southern city of Sidon. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: American hostage Kayla Mueller was
repeatedly forced to have sex with Abu Bakr Al-
Baghdadi, the leader of the Islamic State group, US
intelligence officials told her family in June. “They told
us that he married her and we all understand what
that means,” Carl Mueller, Kayla’s father, told The
Associated Press on Friday, which would have been
his daughter’s 27th birthday. Her death was reported
in February. Her mother, Marsha Mueller, added,
“Kayla did not marry this man. He took her to his
room and he abused her and she came back crying.”

The news is but the latest in a litany of horrors per-
petrated by the Islamic State group, which has
beheaded, burned and crucified male captives while
passing around women as sex slaves.  Mueller was
held for a time by Islamic State financier Abu Sayyaf
and his wife, known as Umm Sayyaf. Al-Baghdadi took
Mueller as a “wife,” repeatedly raping her when he vis-
ited, according to a Yazidi teenager who was held
with Mueller and escaped in October 2014. The 14-
year-old made her way to Iraqi Kurdistan, where she
talked to US commandos in November 2014. 

Al-Baghdadi ‘owned’ Kayla
Intelligence agencies corroborated her account

and American officials passed it on to her parents in
June. Umm Sayyaf confirmed that Al-Baghdadi had
“owned” Kayla during Umm Sayyaf ’s lengthy
American interrogation in Iraq, the Muellers said they
were told by American officials.  A US official con-

firmed their account, first reported by London’s
Independent newspaper. The official was not author-
ized to be quoted by name and spoke on condition of
anonymity.  Abu Sayyaf was killed in a Delta Force raid
of his Syrian compound in June, which resulted in a
treasure trove of intelligence about the Islamic State
group.  Umm Sayyaf has been turned over to the Iraqi
Kurds for trial. The Muellers have been told that justice
will be served in her case, said a family spokeswoman,
Emily Lenzner.  Mueller was held with three other
women, all Yazidis, the Muellers were told. All were
sexually abused. When Al-Baghdadi visited, he would
take Mueller to his room, the witness told American
officials. She would tell her fellow captives - some-
times tearfully - what had happened.  “Kayla tried to
protect these young girls,” her mother said. “She was
like a mother figure to them.”

When the teenaged Yazidi girl escaped with her sis-
ter, she asked Mueller to accompany her, the parents
were told, but Kayla refused, worrying that her obvi-
ous Western appearance would lead to their capture.
By the time the Yadizi escapee reported the situation
to Delta Force commandos in Iraq, Kayla had been
moved, her parents were told. US intelligence officials
found information on Sayyaf’s computer indicating
that Mueller, who spoke some Arabic, had been
searching for information about fertility to help Umm
Sayyaf, who was trying to get pregnant, according to
two US officials who refused to be quoted because the
information is classified. —AP 

Islamic State leader raped 
American hostage, US findsLebanese authorities 

detain Islamist cleric 
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ADEN: Gulf-backed forces loyal to Yemen’s
exiled government retook a fifth southern
province yesterday, extending recent territorial
gains against Iran-backed rebels who control
the capital. The advance by the forces backing
President Abedrabbo Mansour Hadi has been
aided by weapons and troops from Yemen’s
wealthy Gulf neighbors, as Saudi-led coalition
warplanes continue to pound rebel positions.

The rebels “withdrew” and “handed over”
Shabwa to the pro-government forces after
they were promised a safe route out of the
province, a military official said.  Other army offi-
cials confirmed the rebel pull-out.   “ The
province was handed over” to the Southern
Movement, a secessionist group whose mili-
tants have been fighting in loyalist ranks, said
Salem Al-Awlaqi, a political activist in Shabwa.
Military officials said this week that the pro-
rebel governor of Shabwa-which has substantial
oil reserves-had fled as loyalist forces prepared
to enter the province. They also accused the
rebels of planting landmines in government
buildings across Shabwa, as they had done in
other provinces before fleeing.

Loyalist forces in the south launched an
offensive last month against the rebels, forcing

them out of main southern city Aden in mid-
July.   They later advanced retaking the
provinces Daleh, Lahj, and Abyan, in addition to
Shabwa. The advance is heading toward third
city Taez, southwest of Sanaa. Analysts regard
the city as the gateway to the capital, which the
rebels overran last September. After seizing
Sanaa unopposed, the Houthis advanced on
second city Aden in March, prompting interven-
tion from a Saudi-led coalition aimed at restor-
ing Hadi to power. Renegade troops loyal to for-
mer president Ali Abdullah Saleh have joined
the Houthis.

Taez ‘on way to liberation’
On the other side, the southern secessionists

teamed up with pro-government troops as well
as local Sunni tribes to form what they have
dubbed Popular Resistance Committees.
Analysts say that the sweeping victories in the
south are a result of the rebels pulling their
forces back to Taez, where residents reported
ongoing clashes.  Loyalist forces on Friday
retook several facilities which had been held by
the rebels in Taez, including police and civil
defense headquarters,  the government ’s
Sabanew.net website reported. 

In a telephone call, Hadi reassured the 35th
Brigade commander in the city on Thursday that
“Taez is on its way to being liberated and sup-
port will soon reach it.” Military sources say the
coalition has provided Hadi’s supporters with
modern heavy equipment in recent weeks,
including tanks and other armored vehicles as
well as personnel carriers and Yemeni soldiers
trained in Saudi Arabia. Six Emirati coalition sol-
diers have so far been reported killed in inci-
dents linked to the Yemen operations.

Speaking from Abu Dhabi on Friday, Yemeni
Foreign Minister Riad Yasin thanked the the UAE
and Saudi for their support to his country.  The
conflict has cost nearly 4,300 lives since March,
half of them civilians, according to UN figures,
while 80 percent of Yemen’s 21 million people
need aid and protection.  The five provinces so
far retaken by pro-government troops, along
with Mahra and Hadramawt, which the rebels
never entered, comprise what was formerly
known as the independent South Yemen. It was
its own state between the end of British colonial
rule in 1967 and its union with the north in
1990. A secession attempt four years later
sparked a brief civil war that ended with north-
ern forces occupying the region.— AFP 

BEIRUT: Shelling resumed yesterday
in two government-held villages in
northwestern Syria and a rebel town
near Damascus,  state media and a
monitor said, as a ceasefire for the
areas collapsed. The violence came
despite talks about extending the
truce that  began on Wednesday
morning and aimed at reaching a final
deal to stop fighting. State television
said a child and her father had been
killed and 12 others wounded in “ter-
rorist shelling” on the regime-held vil-
lages of  Fuaa and K afraya in Idl ib
province.

“Since this morning, at least 200
rockets have been fired at the Shiite
vi l lages of  Fuaa and Kafraya,” said
Rami Abdel Rahman, director of the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights
monitor Government forces and allies
were meanwhile shelling rebel posi-
tions in opposition-held Zabadani,
Abdel Rahman said. In Fuaa, a resident
confirmed the bombardment. “Today
we’ve been hear ing the sound of
explosions since dawn,” the resident
said. “The truce failed and the attacks
have resumed.” The truce agreement
between rebel groups and pro-regime
factions, including Lebanon’s Shiite
militia Hezbollah, came into effect

early Wednesday morning. 
Before its expiry on Saturday morn-

ing, intensive negotiations had been
under way for  an ex tension of  the
ceasefire and a full deal. The talks cen-
tered on the withdrawal  of  rebels
from Zabadani and the evacuation of
civilians from Fuaa and Kefraya, which
are the last two government-held vil-
lages in Idlib province. The negotia-
tions reportedly stumbled over an
opposition insistence that thousands
of prisoners be released from govern-
ment  ja i ls ,  according to  Abdel
Rahman.   Negotiations were continu-
ing despite the ceasefire faltering.
“The talks are ongoing, but there are
breaches in the ceasefire,” he said, cit-
ing sources close to the talks. “It’s not
clear if the breaches are attempts by
the parties to improve the conditions
of the deal or come from those who
want to thwart the negotiations,” he
said. Elsewhere, state television said
at least three people were killed and
14 injured by rebel rocket fire on a
school in a government-held district
of Aleppo city. The Observatory put
the toll at two dead, saying rebels had
fired a barrage of several dozen rock-
ets at multiple parts of the govern-
ment-held west of the city. — AFP

Shelling hits Syrian towns 
as ceasefire breaks down

NEW YORK: Arab Bank has reached a settlement
with hundreds of US victims of attacks in Israel
and the Palestinian territories who filed a lawsuit
accusing the bank of supporting terrorism. A
spokesperson for the bank confirmed to AFP that
an agreement had been reached, but provided no
details of the settlement. The amount of the set-
tlement was not immediately revealed. One of the
lawyers for the plaintiffs, Michael Elsner, con-
firmed an agreement had been reached to settle
the litigation. “The framework will be finalized
over the next few months,” he said.

The Jordan-based multinational lender, which
is hugely respected in the Middle East, was found
liable by a US jury last year for financing terrorism
by transferring funds for members of Hamas. The
settlement announcement comes just days before
the damages portion of the trial was to begin in a

US federal court in Brooklyn, where a jury would
have determined how much compensation the
Bank would have to pay to 17 plaintiffs.

Originally set for Monday, a federal judge on
Friday formally postponed the start of the dam-
ages trial until May 2016. The landmark case
involved 300 plaintiffs-victims and relatives of vic-
tims of more than 20 Hamas attacks carried out in
Israel, Gaza and the West Bank between 2001 and
2004. Another 200 American plaintiffs filed sepa-
rate suits against the bank related to attacks car-
ried out by other armed groups. In the liability
portion of the trial, the jury found the bank liable
for 24 Hamas attacks, although Judge Brian Cogan
later dismissed two of them.

Bank contested verdict
The bank, which has assets worth $46.4 billion,

has bitterly contested the September 2014 liabili-
ty verdict and vowed to appeal in a process that
would likely drag on for years. It complained
about “incorrect and prejudicial rulings,” and took
issue with a string of court rulings, instructions to
the jury, and the admission and exclusion of evi-
dence. At trial, the Bank rejected any suggestion
that it knowingly made payments to designated
terrorists. The plaintiffs said the bank transferred
more than $70 million to an alleged Saudi terror
entity, charities they claimed were a front for
Hamas and 11 globally designated terrorist
clients. 

The court heard that the bank was able to
transfer $60,000 to Hamas spiritual leader Sheikh
Ahmed Yassin, who was assassinated by Israel in
2004 - due to a spelling mistake of his name,
which was not detected by screening software.

The plaintiffs said the bank violated the 2001 Anti-
Terrorism Act when the lender served as a conduit
for  money from a Saudi  fund to famil ies of
Palestinians who died, including suicide bombers.

They also claimed that Hamas,  which the
United States officially designates as a terror
group, directed the distribution of the money
from the Saudi fund. The defense said Arab Bank
provided routine banking services and that no
charity-including the Saudi committee-to which it
transferred funds was on any US, UN or EU black-
list at the time. It said there was no evidence to
prove any money transferred by the bank had
been used to finance attacks and that the Israeli-
Palestinian conflict had nothing to do with his
client. The Arab Bank Group has more than 600
branches in 30 countries and a shareholders’ equi-
ty base of $7.9 billion. — AFP 

Arab Bank settles US litigation on Middle East attacks

Gulf-backed Yemen forces 
extend gains in the south 
Exiled government’s troops retake fifth province

TRIPOLI: Islamic State group jihadists
have beheaded 12 people and hung
them on crosses during a battle for the
coastal city of Sirte, the national news
agency LANA reported yesterday. The
fighting for control of Sirte, hometown
of slain dictator Muammar Gaddafi ,
has been raging since Tuesday, with
one top Libyan diplomat warning of a
“massacre” in the city. LANA said the
12 people beheaded were local gun-
men who had been battling IS in the
eastern Sirte district known as “neigh-
borhood three”.

The agency also repor ted that IS
militants executed 22 other Sirte resi-
dents who had taken up arms against
the jihadist group as they lay wounded
in a city hospital. It said the jihadists
also set the hospital on fire. A Sirte city
council official told AFP that clashes
continued to rage yesterday. “There is
co nt i n u o u s  f i g ht i n g,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n
neighborhood three and the casualty
toll is rising,” said the unnamed official.
Libya’s ambassador to France, Chibani
Abuhamoud said on Friday that fight-
ing in Sirte had left between 150 and
200 dead. “A real massacre is taking
place, and we call on the international
community to intervene,” the diplomat
said. 

The ambassador answers to Libya’s
international ly  recognized govern-
ment, which has taken refuge in the

east of the country and is in a power
struggle with a r ival administration
based in Tripoli. Authorities in Tripoli,
which was seized last year by a militia
a l l i a n ce  k n ow n  a s  Fa j r  L i bya ,
announced on Tuesday the launch of
an operation to liberate Sirte, 450 kilo-
meters east of Tripoli. Media loyal to
the Tripoli authorities said warplanes
were bombing armed groups linked to
IS in Sirte. The Libyan ambassador said
the fighting erupted after IS assassi-
nated earlier this week an influential
i m a m  f ro m  t h e  p owe r f u l  A l - Fa r j a n
tribe. The j ihadists have since been
“massacring people, even killing peo-
p l e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s,” A b u h a m o u d
charged.

Late Friday, the Dar Al-Iftaa Muslim
o rg a n i z at i o n  t h at  i s s u e s  re l i g i o u s
decrees issued a statement calling on
Libyans to mobi l ize  against  IS .  “Al l
Libyans able to carry weapons must
mobilize to confront this cancer which
is trying to destroy our Muslim nation,”
said the statement. Libya has descend-
ed into chaos since the fall of Gaddafi
in 2011. I t  has two parliaments and
two governments vying for power and
a s lew of  armed groups and tr ibes
fighting for its oil wealth and cities. IS,
which already controls large swathes
o f  te r r i to r y  i n  I ra q  a n d  Sy r i a ,  h a s
exploited the chaos in Libya, notably
taking control in June of Sirte.— AFP 

Islamic State beheads 12,
hangs them on crosses 

DOUMA: A Syrian man carries his daughter, Ghaliya, who was injured by a shell
which landed on their house in the town of Douma on the northeastern out-
skirts of the Syrian capital Damascus yesterday. — AFP 

SANAA: Yemenis look at the wreckage of a vehicle at the site of a car bomb attack in the capital Sanaa. — AFP 

NICOSIA: The militant group Al-
Murabitoun, which has claimed a
string of deadly attacks in North
Africa, has declared itself a branch of
Al-Qaeda in a statement posted on
jihadist websites. Al-Murabitoun
said that the notorious Algerian mili-

tant Mokhtar Belmokhtar remained
its leader, despite reports that he
was killed in a US air strike in Libya
in June. The statement dated July 17
says that Al-Murabitoun is “Qaeda
Al-Jihad in West Africa” and commit-
ted to “directives” by network

founder Osama bin Laden to attack
the enemy “France and its allies”.

Belmokhtar, whose real name is
Khaled Abu Al-Abbas, allegedly
masterminded the 2013 siege of an
Algerian gas plant in which 38
hostages, mainly Westerners, were

killed. An audio recording attributed
to another leading member of Al-
Murabitoun in May pledged alle-
giance to the Islamic State jihadist
organization. But Belmokhtar
reportedly soon distanced himself
from the declaration and vowed
backing for IS’s jihadist rival Al-
Qaeda in what was seen as a sign of
a power struggle. The one-eyed
Belmokhtar, a former chief of Al-
Qaeda in the Islamic Maghreb
(AQIM) who was nicknamed “The
Uncatchable” by an ex-French intelli-
gence chief, was twice condemned
to death by Algeria.

He had been reported killed in
Mali at least once before the United
States, which placed a $5 million
bounty on his head, targeted him in
an air strike in Libya in June. At the
time Al-Murabitoun denied he was
killed, claiming that Libyan militants
were the target of the US strike. The
group has claimed a series of
attacks over the years, including a
deadly hostage drama at a Mali
hotel earlier this month in which 13
people died including five UN work-
ers. Belmokhtar founded his Al-
Qaeda breakaway group
“Signatories in Blood” in 2012, later
merging it with MUJAO, one of the
jihadist groups that seized northern
Mali in early 2012, to form Al-
Murabitoun. — AFP

Belmokhtar’s jihadist group 
claims it’s Al-Qaeda branch

SEVARE, Mali: Picture shows the bullet-riddled Byblos Hotel in Sevare, days after an attack killed 13 people.
A deadly hostage drama at the Mali hotel in which 13 people died-including five UN workers-was claimed
by fighters linked to the notorious one-eyed Algerian jihadi leader Mokhtar Belmokhtar. — AFP
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WASHINGTON: It goes by many names-K2, Spice, Bizarro,
Scooby Snax, Kryp2nite and Stoopid, to name but a few-
and it’s setting off alarm bells across the United States.
Synthetic marijuana is being cited by police and public
health officials for a dramatic surge in potentially lethal
overdoses and drug-related offenses nationwide.
Imported primarily from China, it’s an inexpensive
chameleon substance, its synthesized chemical ingredi-
ents forever being tweaked by underground labs keeping
one step ahead of law enforcement. “We’re seeing it pop
up all around the country,” acting Drug Enforcement
Administration (DEA) chief Chuck Rosenberg told NPR
public radio this week.

“The dosage amounts vary. The chemicals vary. You
and I could buy and use the same packet... and have vastly
different reactions to it.” So far this year, poison control
centers across the United States have taken more than
5,200 calls specific to “fake weed.” That’s more than the
3,680 calls they got in all of last year and the 2,668 calls
handled in 2013, the American Association of Poison
Control Centers says. “Fake weed causes extreme anxiety,

paranoia, panic attacks, alienation/disassociation, psychot-
ic episodes and hallucinations,” warns k2zombiedc.com, a
city-run website aimed at Washington’s youth. “This
behavior has been labeled ‘the zombie effect,’” it says.

Addictive and lethal
Synthetic marijuana may look like pot to the naked

eye, but its addictive and potentially lethal high derives
from chemical compounds designed to mimic THC, the
active ingredient in real marijuana. Those chemicals are
sprayed onto grass-like herbs that are then stuffed into
condom-style packets featuring amateur-looking car-
toonish graphics. “Not for human consumption,” some
packages claim. Compared to genuine pot, synthesized
marijuana can be “up to 100 times as potent as THC” at
stimulating brain receptors, said Marilyn Huestis, senior
investigator at the National Institute on Drug Abuse. It is
sometimes sold under the counter at corner stores, gas
stations and head shops, but it can easily be bought
online with a credit card after a simple Google search. “I
love it,” said a customer’s glowing review of Bizarro on one

website. “I’d give it a 9/10. Very potent product and ship-
ping was really fast.”

In a 2012 survey by the University of Michigan, syn-
thetic marijuana was the second most consumed drug
among US high school seniors after marijuana. “It’s a
monstrous problem,” Huestis said. Some versions of syn-
thetic marijuana have been listed as a Schedule One drug
on par with heroin, but the multitude of versions means
they cannot all be deemed analogs of real pot and thus
be found illegal. “Everybody assumes that it’s one drug,
just like there is one cocaine or one methamphetamine,”
said Mark Ryan, director of the Louisiana Poison Center.
“We know that there are more than 300 different unique
drugs that are out there right now,” he told AFP in a tele-
phone interview.

Hard to identify
What’s more, it is near impossible to identify synthetic

marijuana using standard drug screening tests-a big
headache for law enforcement. “We’ve made about 65
arrests in a couple of months now of people that are sell-

ing this stuff and buying this stuff on the street,”
Washington police chief Cathy Lanier told a community
meeting this week. “And we can’t prosecute any of them.”
The US capital is among the hardest-hit American cities.
Early this month, police shot and wounded a knife-wield-
ing 22-year-old woman who, according to her mother,
had been taking a mix of fake pot and PCP. In June, at
least seven people were rushed to the hospital after over-
dosing on synthetic marijuana outside Washington’s
biggest homeless shelter.

New York state meanwhile has reported more than
1,900 visits to hospital emergency wards between April
and June attributable to the substance. For those strug-
gling with addiction, websites like SpiceAddiction
Support.org provide a safe place for sharing experiences
in anonymity. “All I cared about at any given time was
smoking Spice,” wrote one recovering addict writing
under the name Taylor. “The physical withdrawal symp-
toms were severe... I was so depersonalized to the world
around me that I would just lay there high, watching my
life as if it were through the eyes of a moviegoer.”— AFP 

‘Fake weed’ triggers US-wide alarm

WASHINGTON: Facing accusations that it cannot ade-
quately protect the White House, the US Secret Service
plans to hire 1,100 more officers and agents for an
agency besieged by embarrassing scandals and secu-
rity lapses, two law enforcement sources with direct
knowledge of the plans said. The addition of 700 uni-
formed division officers and 400 agents over five years
would expand its staff of 6,647 by nearly 17 percent,
the biggest hiring increase in more than a decade at
the 150-year-old agency whose job it is to protect the
president, his family, and senior officials, along with
fighting financial crime.

The Secret Service is trying to rebound from a lead-
ership crisis and mend a culture of covering up mis-
takes that some trace back 12 years to when it was
pulled out of the Treasury Department and absorbed
into the sprawling new Department of Homeland
Security, where it had to compete for turf and money.
The Secret Service confirmed it was “conducting an
aggressive hiring initiative over the next few years” but
declined to comment on the number of planned hires.

Secret Service spokeswoman Nicole Mainor said
the “hiring campaign is the result of attrition, anticipat-
ed growth and in response to recommendations” by a
panel formed last year after a man jumped the White
House fence in September, ran across the lawn and
made it into the mansion before he was stopped. A bill
passed in the US House of Representatives in July
required the agency to hire at least 200 uniformed
division officers and 85 special agents. The law
enforcement sources said the expanded five-year hir-
ing would begin at the start of the new fiscal year in
October.

The Secret Service first began the work of presi-
dential protection in 1901 after the assassination of
President William McKinley. In recent years, its man-
date has grown to include investigations of cyber
theft, credit card fraud and hacking attacks on finan-
cial, banking and telecommunications infrastructure.
Over the past decade, the agency’s manpower levels
stagnated and its funding increases failed to keep
pace with growth in overall federal spending, Secret
Service budget data show. Uniformed division officers
are mainly based in Washington and are responsible
for the security of the White House and the vice presi-
dent’s residence. Agents, who require more education
and training, are assigned to criminal investigations
and guarding the president whenever he is in public.

Agent misconduct 
Allegations involving agent misconduct and secu-

rity lapses have been piling up, including a March 4
incident in which two senior agents, after a night of
drinking, drove into a White House barricade inches
away from a suspicious package that was being inves-
tigated as a possible bomb. The agency’s director was
not notified of that incident for several days. The
Secret Service has also been criticized as being too
insular by an independent panel appointed after an
incident in which a knife-carrying man jumped a
fence and ran into the White House last September in
one of the worst security breaches since President
Barack Obama took office in 2009. 

That led to the resignation of its previous director,
Julia Pierson, hired a year earlier to clean up the
agency after a 2012 scandal in which agents paid
prostitutes and visited strip clubs in Cartagena,
Colombia. There was a security lapse in 2011 when a
man hit the White House with automatic rifle fire,
although the damage was not discovered until four
days later. In 2014, a private security contractor with a
gun shared an elevator with Obama in violation of
security protocol while he was on a trip to Atlanta. 

Joseph Clancy, who has led the service since

October, has faced intense pressure by Congress to
turn the Secret Service around and address questions
over whether its divided mission is diverting attention
from providing security for the president. As part of a
turnaround plan, the House of Representatives in July
passed the 2015 Secret Service Improvements Act.
The bill, which is awaiting Senate approval, would also
require more training for Secret Service personnel.

The hiring plan also coincides with a projected 16
percent increase in the Secret Service’s budget to $2.2
billion in the 2016 fiscal year, its biggest budget since

entering the Department of Homeland Security. The
agency has also been accused of favoring men in pro-
motions and condoning racism, a point reinforced in a
class-action lawsuit filed in 2000 by black agents who
accused the Secret Service of a pattern of failing to
address allegations of racial discrimination over many
years. Defenders of the Secret Service say criticism of
the agency has brewed for years, going back as far as
1981 when a gunman tried to assassinate President
Ronald Reagan and it was forced to strengthen securi-
ty measures.— Reuters

MASSACHUSETTS: Police K-9s wait while a car is searched on its way to Farm Neck Golf Club where US President Barack Obama was playing golf August
14, 2015 in Oak Bluffs, Massachusetts on Martha’s Vineyard. — AFP 

Scandal-tainted US Secret 
Service to hire 1,100 staff

Secret Service besieged by embarrassing scandals 

CALIFORNIA: Winds in the West are helping
stoke wildfires sweeping across the Northern
Rocky  Mountains, Pacific Northwest and else-
where, posing problems for firefighters trying
to contain the flames fed by drought.
Weather was expected to worsen fires in
some areas, as the federal government said it
will exhaust its firefighting budget next
month. Here’s a look at blazes in Western
states:

OREGON
Two large fires in Oregon have burned

through buildings and forced evacuations as
strong winds pick up, sending guests of a
resort fleeing. A fire on the Warm Springs
Indian Reservation in rural central Oregon
exploded to more than 50 square miles
Friday, forcing evacuations of a rural subdivi-
sion and a resort that had 400 guests booked
Thursday night. The fire was expected to keep
growing as strong winds push it through dry
grassland. Sparks from a passing vehicle start-
ed the flames earlier this week that destroyed
three structures, including a mobile home. In
eastern Oregon, a lightning-caused fire south
of Baker City moved west toward Black
Mountain and several summer homes. People
in that area and those along a creek to the
south were ordered to evacuate. The 20-
square-mile fire burned an unknown number
of structures in a neighborhood Thursday.

WASHINGTON
Firefighters across Washington state are

facing extreme heat and high winds as they
battle large blazes and numerous smaller
fires, and officials feared lightning storms
Friday could make it worse. Hundreds of peo-
ple were evacuating from the central
Washington city of Chelan as lightning
sparked wildfires advanced. Flames and
smoke were visible from downtown.  The fires
were among those being battled throughout
Washington, including an uncontained blaze
near Cougar Creek that had burned 28 square
miles near the Yakima Indian Reservation. The
state requested help Friday from the National
Guard to fight that fire. A wildfire in a rugged
area of northern Washington state near the
Canadian border chased hundreds of people
from their homes and burned 10 to 12 struc-
tures. A blaze northeast of Colville scorched
almost 5 square miles and forced evacuations
at campgrounds in the area.

IDAHO
Mandatory evacuations were put in place

Friday for areas west of the city limits of
Kamiah in northwest Idaho because of a 20-
square-mile fire, a TV station reported.  KREM-
TV in Boise said that residents of the city of
Kamiah and other surrounding areas have
been told they should be packed and ready
to evacuate at any time. These areas include
Harrisburg East, Caribel, Tom Taha, Adams
Grade, Kamiah proper, East Kamiah,
Woodland Grade, Frasure Grade, Ridgewood,
and Fort Misery. A giant blaze on the Idaho-
Oregon border grew to 414 square miles
Friday, scorching grassland ranchers need to
feed cattle and primary habitat for sage
grouse, a bird being considered for federal
protection. The Owyhee County Sheriff ’s
Office recommended residents evacuate sev-
eral drainages on the southern edge of the
fire, and some roads were closed to recre-
ational visitors, but locals were allowed in.
Dozens of smaller fires burned forested areas
of the state, mainly caused by lightning
storms. In central Idaho, a 600-acre fire 13
miles north of Crouch in timber is the largest

of three fires started in that area when light-
ning moved through earlier this week.

NORTHERN ROCKY MOUNTAINS
Hot, dry weather has helped ignite dozens

of new wildfires across the Northern Rockies,
and lightning and strong winds were expect-
ed make things worse, officials said.
Thunderstorms could start new blazes and
lead existing ones to spread but would not
bring enough moisture to help crews battling
the flames in drought conditions in Montana,
Idaho and parts of North Dakota and
Wyoming, said Bryan Henry of the Northern
Rockies Coordination Center.  The weather
helped the largest Montana fire, in Glacier
National Park, spread from just a few acres
Sunday to more than 23 square miles Friday.
It is uncontained in a remote area of the park,
where it has forced some trail closures and is
threatening two cabins, fire officials said.  A
lightning-sparked fire in the Helena National
Forest northeast of Lincoln has grown to 2
square miles since Monday. Its rapid growth
led to the evacuation of a dozen nearby cab-
ins, most of which are second homes.

CALIFORNIA
Wildfires racing through drought-stricken

Southern California have burned over three
square miles of land and two cabins. A fire
erupted shortly after 1 pm Friday in the
Angeles National Forest northeast of Los
Angeles.

Gusty winds quickly drove the flames
through 800 acres of brushy ridges near
Glendora. Two campgrounds containing at
least 40 people have been evacuated.
Hundreds of firefighters are battling the
flames in 100-degree heat. Two cabins have
burned.  Another fire erupted Friday after-
noon in Simi Valley, just northwest of Los
Angeles. It has destroyed 150 acres of land
and is plowing through hills next to subdivi-
sions containing hundreds of homes.

In Northern California, firefighters made
more gains Friday against a wildfire 100 miles
north of San Francisco that forced mountain-
town dwellers to evacuate for the second
time in days.  Two fires have charred dry
Lower Lake, the most recent burning 38
square miles of thick brush and oak trees in
Lake and Napa counties. It is more than
halfway contained.  An earlier, larger fire in
the same area was finally fully contained
Friday more than two weeks after it broke
out. The blaze destroyed 43 homes.

NATIONAL EFFORTS
The US Forest Service is spending about

$100 million a week fighting wildfires and will
exhaust its firefighting budget next week,
Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack said Friday.
The agency will have to tap fire-prevention
programs and other budgets, said Vilsack,
whose department includes the Forest
Service. Firefighting consumes 52 percent of
the service’s budget and could reach 67 per-
cent in 10 years, he said. Vilsack wants
Congress to use a separate federal disaster
fund to pay for the worst 2 percent of wild-
fires, which eat up a big part of the Forest
Service firefighting budget.  The House
passed a bill last month to let the Forest
Service use disaster funds when it drains its
fire budget. Vilsack said that doesn’t go far
enough because firefighting would continue
to grow as share of the total budget under
the current system. This story has been cor-
rected to show that the federal government
has said it will exhaust its firefighting budget
next month - not next week. — AP 

Western wildfires: Wind, heat, 
dry land fueling large blazes

CALIFORNIA: People watch as a wildfire in the Wood Ranch area of Simi Valley, Calif,
about 60 miles northwest of Los Angeles. — AP 

WASHINGTON: After a suspected militant was cap-
tured in Libya last year to face charges for the dead-
ly 2012 attacks on Americans in Benghazi, Libya, he
was brought to the US aboard a Navy transport ship
on a 13-day trip that his lawyers say could have tak-
en 13 hours by plane. Ahmed Abu Khattala faced
days of questioning aboard the USS New York from
separate teams of American interrogators, part of a
two-step process designed to obtain both national
security intelligence and evidence usable in a crimi-
nal prosecution. The case, still in its early stages, is
focusing attention on an interrogation strategy that
the Obama administration has used in just a few
recent terrorism investigations and prosecutions. 

Abu Khattala’s lawyers already have signaled a
challenge to the process, setting the stage for a rare
court clash over a tactic that has riled civil liberties
groups but is seen by the government as a vital and
appropriate tool in prosecuting suspected terrorists
captured overseas.  “I think they view it as important
to show that terrorists can be prosecuted in US
courts, and this is an attempt to find a compromise
between using people they capture as intelligence
assets and prosecuting them in US courts,” said
David Deitch, a former Justice Department terror-
ism prosecutor.  “It’s a very hard balance to strike -
and may not be possible.” 

The administration has turned to questioning in
international waters as an alternative to past prac-
tices in which suspects were sent to the US deten-

tion facility at Guantanamo Bay, Cuba, or secret CIA
prisons. The process ordinarily begins with ques-
tioning from a specialized team of interrogators
who collect intelligence that can inform govern-
ment decisions, such as for drone strikes, but can-
not be used in court. Then a team of FBI investiga-
tors starts from scratch, advising the detainee of his
Miranda rights, such as the right to remain silent,
and gathering statements that prosecutors can
present as evidence in a trial.

Some legal experts expect the hybrid interroga-
tion technique to survive legal challenges. But
defense lawyers are concerned that such prolonged
detention can be used to wrangle a confession or
amounts to an end-run around the government’s
obligation to promptly place a suspect before a
judge.”Basically by holding the suspects on a ship
and delaying their presentment in federal court,
they’re able to get a leg up in interrogations,” said
Seton Hall University law professor Jonathan Hafetz,
who has handled terrorism cases. Abu Khattala is
facing charges in Washington in the Sept 11-12,
2012, attack on the US diplomatic mission in
Benghazi that killed US Ambassador Chris Stevens
and three other Americans.  

Following his June 2014 capture by US Special
Forces, he was placed aboard a Navy ship that his
lawyers say made its way to the US as slowly as pos-
sible to allow maximum time for interrogation.
They say Abu Khattala was questioned for days by
representatives from the High Value Detainee
Interrogation Group, then for another stretch by FBI
agents.  The prosecution is likely to unfold as former
Secretary of State Hillary Rodham Clinton pursues
her Democratic presidential bid and as a special
House committee seeks answers about the attack.
Clinton is scheduled to testify before that commit-
tee in October. One early point of contention in the
court case is the onboard interrogation. Abu
Khattala’s lawyers submitted court filings this
month contending that the government held him
“captive on a military ship - without the protection
of and in spite of constitutional guarantees - for the
explicit purpose of illegally interrogating him for
almost two weeks.” Federal prosecutors have yet to
respond. Whatever a judge decides, the case taps
into a broader legal debate about the prosecution
of terrorist suspects and presents a rare opportunity
for a possible ruling on the admissibility of state-
ments gathered aboard a military vessel. A similar
approach was used in the case of Ahmed
Abdulkadir Warsame, a Somali citizen accused of
helping support and train Al-Qaeda-linked mili-
tants. His guilty plea - soon after he arrived in the US
via Navy ship - averted a trial at which his state-
ments might have been used against him. —AP

Benghazi case focuses on
US interrogation strategy

BENGHAZI: In this file photo, US Marshals
patrol the area outside federal court in
Washington where Libyan militant Ahmed
Abu Khattala, charged in the deadly attack at
the US diplomatic outpost in Benghazi, is
being held for a detention hearing. — AP 
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LO N D O N :   Br i ta in’s  centre - le f t
Labour party in Scotland yesterday
elected 33-year-old Kezia Dugdale
as  i ts  new leader  as  i t  seeks  to
rebuild after a humiliating defeat to
nationalists in May’s general elec-
tion.

Dugdale,  who has only been a
Scottish MP for four years, beat vet-
eran campaigner Ken Macintosh to

replace Jim Murphy, who stepped
down after his party lost all but one
of their 41 seats to the pro-indepen-
dence Scottish National Party (SNP),
including his own seat on the out-
skirts of Glasgow.

Dugdale secured 72.1 percent of
the vote, which was open to around
21,000 party members.

“I know that the past few months

have been incredibly difficult for
Labour members across the coun-
try,” she said on winning. “But I have
a message for Labour Party mem-
bers... we are down but we are not
out.

“I will work night and day over
the coming weeks and months to
make you proud,  to honour that
trust that you have put in me today,

to give you some hope, to renew
your faith in our abilities to trans-
form the communities that we seek
to serve,” she added.

The SNP won 56 out of 59 seats in
Scotland in the May 7 vote, in what
was once one of Labour ’s strong-
holds.

Labour nationally is also search-
ing for  a  new leader  a f ter  Ed

Miliband quit following a surprising-
ly  b ig  defeat  by  Pr ime M inister
David  Cameron’s  centre - r ight
Conservatives. Voting began for the
UK party leadership on Friday.

Left-winger Jeremy Corbyn is the
shock favourite to take over, with
other candidates including Andy
Burnham, Yvette Cooper and Liz
Kendall. — AFP

Scottish Labour elect young star as new leader

GEVGELIJA: Small  children are pushed
through open carriage windows each time a
Serbia-bound train pulls into the railway station
in this Macedonian border town.

A dangerous crush ensues as hundreds of
Syrians, Afghans and Iraqis wrestle to climb
aboard their quickest means to Belgrade, the
last stop en route to Hungary and Europe’s bor-
derless Schengen zone. A few police officers
and Kurdish man with a large stick represent a
half-hearted effort to keep order.

This scene is  repeated daily now in
Gevgelija, rapidly becoming a new frontline like
Kos island in Greece or the French port of Calais
in the migrant and refugee crisis engulfing
Europe.

A Red Cross official estimated that 2,000 per
day are crossing from Greece into Macedonia,

up from 1,000 several weeks ago, and converg-
ing on the train station.

Many are racing to Hungary before comple-
tion of a four-metre (13-foot) high fence along
its border with Serbia at the end of August.

The fence, with its Cold War echoes in ex-
communist eastern Europe, risks creating a bot-
tleneck. This year alone, 90,000 people have
sought asylum in Serbia, thus avoiding arrest
before continuing north to Hungary. The real
number passing through is likely much higher.

Macedonia says it is doing everything it can
to deal with the problem, but as in Serbia, the
scale of the crisis has already far outstripped
the meagre resources of the ex-Yugoslav repub-
lic.

Beyond a couple of police officers, a Reuters
reporter saw no sign of any official attempt to

keep order at the train station on Friday and
Saturday as thousands tried to board the two
or three international trains that pass through
each day.

The platform has turned into an open-air
market, with local Macedonians selling drinks,
cigarettes and confectionary. One man rents
phone chargers.

“I’ve been here nine hours and haven’t eaten
anything today.  Shame on this country,” said
27-year-old Aziz Hasoon, who said he was from
Syria.

ELECTROCUTED
Hassan Ahmad, 50, from Damascus, said he

had spent $16,000 since July 23 to get himself
and his son this far, most of it going to smug-
glers and corrupt police officers. Ahmad said he
had been kidnapped and tortured in Syria and
forced to flee.

“There’s no way for me to survive there,” he
said. “I left my wife to her family and my son left
his fiancée.”

On Friday, a young boy was hospitalised, his
face covered in blood, after he climbed an elec-
tricity pylon to spot an oncoming train and was
shocked by touching a live wire.

Gevgelija Mayor Ivan Frangov was quoted
on Friday as saying Macedonia and Serbia
should consider building their own fences.

“ This problem was not created by
Macedonia or Gevgelija,” he was quoted as say-
ing by the Serbian state news agency, Tanjug.
“The problem is arriving through an EU mem-
ber state, and that’s Greece.”

Anas Sifrini, a young Syrian man from the
devastated city of Aleppo, said he was jailed for
almost a year and paid 11,000 euros to be
released. He said he had been traveling for four
months. As he spoke, a police officer prodded
him with a rubber baton to keep him back from
the train.

“That’s nothing,” he said. “In Greece, I was
arrested and beaten by a police officer and
when I complained to his boss he beat me
again.”

“My wife and my daughter are in Sweden. I
will do everything to get there, not just four
months but four years if necessary.” — Reuters

Migrant, refugee chaos at a 
train station in Macedonia

2,000 a day cross from Greece into Macedonia

SANTO DOMINGO:  Four Frenchmen have
been sentenced to prison terms of 20 years
for drug trafficking in the Dominican
Republic, a punishment a French official said
yesterday was “very heavy.” Pilot Pascal
Fauret, co-pilot Bruno Odos, passenger
Nicolas Pisapia and alleged broker Alain
Castany were arrested in March 2013 as they
were about to take off from the Caribbean
resort of Punta Cana.

Dominican authorities said they were
preparing to leave on a mid-size Dassault
Falcon 50 jet with 26 suitcases carrying 680
kilograms (1,500 pounds) of cocaine.

After deliberations lasting 10 hours on
Friday, the court found the men guilty of the
“crime of associating to... possess illegal
drugs.”

Of the 10 Dominicans charged with com-
plicity in the case, six were acquitted and
four others given sentences ranging from
five to 10 years in prison. The lawyer for the
French pilots, Maria Elena Gratereaux, said
she would appeal. The Frenchmen have
always protested their innocence and had
argued they did not know the drugs were on
the plane. “I just want to repeat once again
that I am innocent,” said 40-year-old Pisapia
in court, speaking in Spanish. He was
accused of masterminding the operation.

Odos, the 56-year-old co-pilot, told AFP
that the verdict was “unexpected” and that
he had “never been questioned” during the
investigation into the case.

The long-delayed trial was dubbed in
French media as the “Air Cocaine” affair.

Olivier Cadic, France’s senator represent-
ing overseas nationals, called Saturday for
“greater involvement of French democracy”
in the case. In a statement, Cadic said he
“deplores” the sentencing and suggested
the foreign ministry should update its travel
guidance for visitors to the Dominican
Republic, warning them of “judicial instabili-
ty.” Christine Odos, Bruno’s sister, told AFP
on Saturday that she was “angry, over-
whelmed, disgusted” by the sentences and
said she would ask France’s politicians to
intervene.

Members of a support committee for
Pisapia told AFP they were “floored” by the
“unfair  tr ial.” His father,  Claude, also
deplored the sentences.  “We are deeply
shocked by this verdict because there is
absolutely no evidence against our son in
the prosecutor’s case,” he said. For its part,
the French foreign ministry said it would
follow the case closely and noted that the
sentences were “very heavy ” but “not
definitive.” — AFP

SANTO DOMINGO: French nationals Jean Pascal Furet (R) and Armand Victor
Bruno Odos, pilot and copilot respectively accused of trying to fly dozens of suit-
cases packed with cocaine from the Dominican Republic to France, convicted of
crimes related to drug trafficking and sentenced to 20 years in prison, speaks in
Santo Domingo on Friday. — AFP

KOS: Migrants and refugees walk to board an Athens-bound ferry at the southeastern island of Kos, Greece, yesterday. The International
Organization for Migration said the number of migrants and asylum-seekers who have crossed the Mediterranean to Europe this year will pass
the quarter-million mark by the end of the month, more than half of them arriving in Greece. — AP

Frenchmen jailed in Dominican 
Republic for drug running

MOGADISHU: Somali lawmakers
have a filed a motion to parlia-
ment to dismiss President Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud, accusing him
of  abuse of  of f ice,  one of  the
authors of the motion said.

“We want to present a motion
against the Somali president for
betraying the nation, corruption
and many other  reasons,”
Mohamed Abdullahi Fadhaye told
Reuters, without elaborating.

Par l iamentar y  speaker
Mohamed Sheikh Osman Jawari
confirmed late on Friday that 93
lawmakers had filed the motion
last week, but he gave no reasons
for their move.

The country, which is trying to
rebuild after two decades of con-
f l ic t  and chaos,  plans  to  hold

elec t ions  nex t  year,  and
Mohamud has said he is commit-
ted to  holding them on t ime
before  his  term runs  out  in
August 2016.

Under Somalia’s constitution,
at least 90 members of parlia-
ment have to sign a motion for it
to be debated in parliament. To
dismiss the president, two thirds
of the 275 lawmakers would need
to vote in favour of the motion.

The president’s office said in a
statement  late  on Fr iday
Mohamud was aware of  the
motion and that the government
respected parliament’s role. His
spokesman did not immediately
respond to requests for comment
on the corruption accusations.

Donors  have complained

Mohamud’s cash-strapped gov-
ernment is not doing enough to
fight graft and say the theft of
scarce government resources had
frustrated efforts to build a func-
tioning state.

A 2013 corrupt ion scandal
involving the repatriation of over-
seas Somali state assets frozen at
the outset of civil war in 1991 has
further strained his relationship
with donors.   Mohamud and
those close to him have repeat-
edly denied any wrongdoing.

A coalition of political parties,
The Forum for  Unit y  and
Democracy, supported the law-
makers’ motion.

“The President ... has behaved
unconstitutionally, undermined
the integrity and independence

of our national institutions,” it
said in a statement.

Mohamud added on Fr iday
that lawmakers had more serious
issues to debate ahead of  the
election.

“ The l imited t ime we have,
does not allow us to engage in
disputes and unnecessary issues
against the interest of our nation,”
Mohamud said in his statement.

Al Qaeda-linked al Shabaab,
which wants  to  topple  the
Western-backed government and
impose its strict interpretation of
Islam on Somalia, has been driv-
en out of major strongholds by
the African and Somali forces but
continues to launch bomb and
gun attacks  against  of f ic ia ls ,
politicians and others. — Reuters

Somali lawmakers seek to remove 
president over corruption claims

GEVGELIJA: Migrants cross the raiway tracks in front of a train entering the railway station
in the southern Macedonian town of Gevgelija, yesterday. Macedonia is a major transit
route for thousands of migrants from Middle East, Asia and Africa who are heading north
through the Balkans on their way to the more prosperous European Union countries. — AP

KOS: When the Islamic State group took
over their Iraqi city and burned down the
family ’s home, two teenaged brothers
decided to risk everything to leave Iraq,
cross Syria and reach Europe. One night in
October 2014, “a Syrian man drove us from
Al-Qaim (Iraq) to Albu Kamal (Syria). We
wore the (full Islamic) veil” to avoid being
recognised at IS checkpoints on the way, 18-
year-old Tayib said.

Tayib and his brother Mustafa travelled
from the east of Syria across to the north-
western border with Turkey-an epic journey
riddled with danger at least 600 kilometres
(400 miles) long. 

Tayib says they paid the smuggler $1,100
(1,000 euros) for this part of the journey and
then another $1,200 each to travel earlier
this week on an inflatable boat from
Bodrum in Turkey to the Greek island of Kos.
The two are now waiting to take a ferry to
Athens, and onward to northern Europe.

They decided to leave their home city,
Mosul, which was seized by IS in June last
year, after jihadists demanded the family
pay $1,000 in “tax”. “My mother refused to
give them $1,000 so they burnt our house
down,” Tayib told AFP as he rested by his
tent on the beach on the resort island of
Kos.

Reaching Kos was also a challenge, but
Tayib says he is glad “that the most danger-
ous part is over-they call them the boats of
death”. On Monday, “we will leave here and
then go from Macedonia to Serbia to
Bulgaria to Austria. We will see the situation
there and choose the best country” to apply
for asylum, Tayib says.

Mustafa, 17, expressed fears for their fam-
ily who are now in Baghdad. “The family has
received threats from IS and the militias,” he
said.  Hundreds of thousands of Iraqis have
fled their country since last year’s IS jihadist
offensive, the UN refugee agency says.

“So far, since January and up until late
July 2015, we’ve had around 5,600 Iraqis
arriving in the Greek islands,” UNHCR
spokeswoman Stella Nanou told AFP.

But unlike Syrians, Iraqis are being regis-
tered in Greece as “immigrants, not
refugees,” according to Major General
Zakharoula Tsirigoti, the head of the Greek
police’s immigration department.

Because registration takes significantly
longer for non-Syrians, several Iraqis inter-
viewed by AFP have admitted lying to the
authorities about their nationality.

‘I knew I would die’ 
Jaber, 35, was a soldier who decided to

flee after the Iraqi army lost the battle last
summer against IS. He is now living in a
tent with his family on the beach, waiting
to leave for Athens.

“My wife, my three children and I were
smuggled out of Mosul in the back of a
truck.  We hid in stacks of hay as we
crossed the (Iraqi) border and travelled
across Syria to Turkey,” Jaber said, using a
pseudonym for fear of reprisal against rel-
atives in Iraq.

“Daesh massacred many Iraqi soldiers,”
said Jaber, using another acronym to refer
to IS. “I knew that I would die if I stayed.”

Then, for about a year in Turkey, Jaber’s
two-year-old son was in and out of hospi-
tal because “he was frequently falling ill”.
But the Turkish authorities would not cov-
er the medical bills, he says.

“So we decided to go to Europe. When
we arrived in Kos it was like we were born
again, but the road ahead is still long, we
don’t even know how long,” Jaber sighed
as he sipped coffee at a Kos cafe.

UNHCR’s Nanou said people fleeing
conflict in both Syria and Iraq require pro-
tection.

“It is true that these people are fleeing
very serious human rights violations, they
have witnessed atrocities, and many of
those people arrive here with severe trau-
mas,” the spokeswoman said. “This has to
be taken into consideration to tr y to
ensure that they are treated in a proper
way, that their rights are respected.”

‘Nothing left in Kobane’ 
Among the hundreds of refugees and

migrants still in Kos are several Syrian
Kurdish families who also fled IS violence
in the devastated town of Kobane, which
is located on the Syrian-Turkish border.

Leila, a 35-year-old mother of four with
light brown hair and honey-coloured eyes,
said the family paid $10,000 to smugglers
to reach Kos.

“We had to borrow the money,” said
Leila, as she nursed her one-year-old baby.

Leila’s family decided to flee for good
after an IS assault killed at least 164 civil-
ians in late June.

“ There’s nothing left in Kobane, no
schools, no security, nothing. I said to
myself, I’m going to die anyway, so might
as well try and get out,” she said. —AFP

Iraqi brothers smuggled to 
Greece wore burqas to escape IS
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MULTAN: A Pakistani teenager believed to
have been kidnapped and repeatedly sexu-
ally assaulted has committed suicide after
police refused to help and even taunted
him, the victim’s father said yesterday. One
police official has now been suspended for
“negligence”, police have confirmed.
Muhammad Ikram, 14, who worked at a
furniture workshop in the Rahim Yar Khan
district of Punjab province, was kidnapped
by a gang and raped for two days, his
father said. 

Ikram was then dumped on a road near
his home after his condition worsened but
police did not act immediately after he and
his father Muhammad Iqbal approached a
police post in Khanpur city. Apparently
upset by the attitude of police, on Friday he
threw himself into the path of a train and
was killed. Ikram’s relatives, carrying his
body, then blocked a local highway in
protest. The road was opened only after
local legislators and senior police officials
assured the family action would be taken
against the alleged kidnappers.

“A gang of three men took my son from
his furniture workshop to repair a door. But
they raped him at their home for two days

and then threw him on the road. He com-
mitted suicide after policemen refused to
register his case and instead abused him,”
Iqbal said. Police said they have suspended
one official and arrested a suspect accused
of rape following the victim’s suicide. “The
police official did show reluctance to regis-
ter the FIR (First Information Report) of the
case. He has been suspended for this negli-
gence and one accused in the case has also
been arrested after formal registration of
the complaint,” Tariq Mastoi, district police
officer said. The tragedy comes after
Pakistani officials ordered a judicial inquiry
last week into a massive child abuse and
extortion scandal allegedly involving hun-
dreds of victims amid mounting calls for
justice. Locals claimed at least 280 children
were filmed being sexually abused by a
gang of 25 men who blackmailed their par-
ents by threatening to leak the videos in
the Kasur district of Punjab province.
According to Pakistan’s leading campaign
group working against child abuse, Sahil,
there were more than 3,500 registered cas-
es last year-representing nearly 10 children
a day being abused. But counselors say the
true figure was far higher.— AFP 

NEW DELHI: An Indian man holds an umbrella near a boy carrying the national flag as they stand on the roof of a building on 69th
Independence Day celebrations in New Delhi yesterday. Yesterdayís speech by Indian Prime Minister Narendra Modi marked the anniversary of
the day India gained its freedom from British colonial rule in 1947. The occasion is normally used to layout the government’s broad vision for
the country. — AP 

COLOMBO: Sri Lanka’s beleaguered former
leader Mahinda Rajapakse will try to pull off a
shock political comeback in elections tomorrow
that he hopes will propel him to the premiership,
months after being toppled as president. His suc-
cessor as president, Maithripala Sirisena, has
vowed to thwart his one-time mentor’s ambi-
tions while many of Rajapakse’s closest relatives
are facing corruption allegations, including his
wife. But the charismatic former strongman has
been drawing massive crowds on the election
trail across the island, looking to build unstop-
pable momentum in his quest for an unlikely
return to power. “I would have retired if they were
doing a good job,” the 69-year-old said in one of
his last addresses before tomorrow’s elections to
the 225-seat national parliament.

“I was forced to return to politics because the
government is messing things up.” Rajapakse
governed Sri Lanka for nearly a decade and was
South Asia’s longest-serving ruler before his sur-
prise defeat to Sirisena in a January 8 presidential
election. Sirisena had been the secretary general
of Rajapakse’s United People’s Freedom Alliance
(UPFA) as well as being health minister before he
split to run for the presidency. Rajapakse is huge-
ly popular among big sections of the ethnic
majority Sinhalese community for presiding over
the crushing defeat of Tamil guerrillas in 2009
after their 37-year campaign for a separate
homeland.

But he is also reviled by many Tamils who vot-

ed en masse for Sirisena in January after boy-
cotting previous elections. Observers say
Rajapakse’s polarizing personality will undermine
his chances of forming a coalition, especially as
any potential prime minister would likely need
the backing of minority groups. Although there
are no reliable opinion polls, no single party is
expected to win a majority. Charu Lata Hogg of
the London-based Chatham House think-tank
said Rajapakse’s entry into the fray has “definitely
complicated the complex political scene” but
said he would struggle to find allies. “He is anath-
ema to Tamils and Muslims as he is the personifi-
cation of state terror,” Hogg said.

Veto threat
Although Sirisena is now UPFA leader, his

reluctant agreement to Rajapakse’s candidacy
highlighted his shaky hold on the party. Sirisena
is thought to prefer outgoing premier Ranil
Wickremesinghe’s United National Party (UNP) to
form the next government with backing from
Tamil and Muslim parties. His recent call on vot-
ers to “protect the January 8 silent revolution”
was widely interpreted as a call to vote for the
UNP. 

In a letter to Rajapakse on Thursday, Sirisena
wrote that “even if I have to intervene to form a
coalition, you will not be the prime minister”-
ironically using powers Rajapakse awarded him-
self during his presidency. Wickremesinghe has
said Rajapakse’s decision to stand has overshad-

owed other more pressing issues. “Do you want a
new country and a government that thinks of
your future, or do you want to go back to build-
ing up the Rajapakses and their future?”
Wickremesinghe told one of his last rallies.

Opponents say Rajapakse’s main objective is
to secure parliamentary immunity against possi-
ble future prosecutions. Since his defeat in
January, Rajapakse has seen his wife and two of
his brothers accused of corruption. One of his
sons has also been implicated in the alleged mur-
der of a former rugby star. “He has entered the
race to protect himself,” Hogg said. “If he is in a
position of power, he can better defend himself
and his family against corruption charges.”
Rajapakse was shunned by Western govern-
ments over the brutal end to the island’s ethnic
conflict which prompted calls for international
investigators to carry out a war crimes probe.

The UN says that some 40,000 Tamil civilians
were killed in the final stages of the war, one of
the bloodiest in Asia in the post-colonial era.
Rajapakse’s campaign speeches have been pep-
pered with claims that Sirisena is “selling out” to
Tamils and Muslims who together account for
about a quarter of the population. The Brussels-
based International Crisis Group said in a new
report that the election had major implications
for post-war reconciliation efforts and a strong
showing for Rajapakse would “place obstacles to
further progress on much-needed governance
reforms and reconciliation”. —AFP 

Sri Lankan ex-strongman 
in election comeback bid

Rajapakse trying to pull off a shock political comeback

Abused Pakistani teenager ‘killed 
himself after police ignored plea’

JAMMU: A civilian injured in exchange of fire by troops on the India Pakistan border
is brought for treatment at the government medical college hospital in Jammu, India
yesterday. In an escalation of tensions, India and Pakistani troops traded heavy gun-
fire and mortars in Kashmir yesterday. — AP 

5 arrested after public beating 
of Afghan father and daughter

KABUL: Police in Afghanistan have
arrested five people allegedly shown in a
video depicting the public beating of a
father and his daughter who were
accused of theft by a fortune teller. The
Afghan interior ministry said in a state-
ment the arrests took place near the city
of Sare Pul in northern Afghanistan yes-
terday. Footage posted online-showing a
man beating a young woman and her
father with a long stick as a crowd watch-
es-has gone viral on Afghan social media.

The interior ministry said the beating
took place on August 5th after a home
near the city of Sare Pul was burgled. The
resident consulted the village fortune
teller in a bid to identify the culprit. “The
fortune teller then pointed the finger at a
local resident. The people then brutally
beat him and his young daughter in pub-
lic,” the statement added. The video
prompted a wave of revulsion on Afghan
social media. “This is embarrassing for us,

this is jungle law,” Ramin Delawari wrote
on his Facebook page “Police should
apprehend and punish those responsi-
ble.” Public executions and flogging of
men and woman accused of crimes were
common under the 1996-2001 Taleban
regime.

Although significant progress has
been made on women’s rights since a
US-led invasion brought down the
Taliban, many fear those gains are under
threat after the NATO mission ended last
December and violence has risen across
the country. In March, a furious mob
turned on a 27-year-old woman named
Farkhunda, falsely accused of burning a
copy of the Koran, beating her in broad
daylight in central Kabul and setting her
body ablaze. The attack shocked
Afghanistan and reverberated around
the world. In addition, superstition is
widespread in remote areas, where illiter-
acy levels remain high.—AFP 

SEOUL: North Korea yesterday threatened South
Korea with “indiscriminate” military strikes unless
it halts cross-border propaganda broadcasts,
and issued fresh nuclear weapons warnings
against the United States. The threats came amid
escalating military tensions on the Korean
peninsula following a landmine attack South
Korea blamed on the North and ahead of a
major South Korea-US joint military exercise
condemned by Pyongyang. They also coincided
with celebrations in both Koreas to mark the
70th anniversary of the Korean peninsula’s 1945
liberation from Japanese colonial rule.

Initially there were hopes the anniversary
might be an opportunity for some sort of inter-
Korean rapprochement, but instead ties have
spiraled downwards to the familiar accompani-
ment of angry rhetoric and mutual recrimina-
tion. After three landmine blasts maimed two
South Korean soldiers on border patrol, Seoul
this week resumed high-decibel propaganda
broadcasts across the heavily-militarized frontier,
using batteries of loudspeakers that had lain
silent for more than a decade. Pyongyang reject-
ed accusations that it was behind the mine inci-
dent as “absurd”, and its frontline army border

command on Saturday demanded the broad-
casts be halted immediately.

‘All-out’ military action
Failure to do so would trigger “an all-out mili-

tary action of justice to blow up all means for
‘anti-North psychological warfare’ in all areas
along the front,” the command said in a state-
ment carried by the North’s official KCNA news
agency. The action will involve “indiscriminate
strikes which envisage even possible challenge
and escalating counteraction,” the statement
said. The threat came a day after North Korea
said it would turn Seoul into a “sea of fire” if
South Korean activists continue the practice of
launching anti-Pyongyang leaflets across the
border by helium balloon. 

The nuclear-armed North regularly ups its
bellicose rhetoric before and during the joint
military exercises South Korea holds with its US
ally every year, but rarely follows through on its
threats. The last direct attack on the South was
in 2010 when the North shelled a South Korean
border island, killing four people. Monday sees
the start of the two week-long “Ulchi Freedom”
drill which involves tens of thousands of South

Korean and US troops in a wargame that simu-
lates an invasion by North Korea.

Nuclear threats   
Yesterday, the North’s powerful National

Defense Commission threatened the United
States with the “strongest military counter-
action” should the joint exercise go ahead. The
North Korean army and people “are no longer
what they used to be in the past when they had
to counter the US nukes with rifles,” the commis-
sion said in a statement. It is now an “invincible
power equipped with both latest offensive and
defensive means ... including nuclear deter-
rence,” it said. In a special Liberation Day address
in Seoul, South Korean President Park Geun-Hye
said the recent landmine attack was a serious
breach of the armistice that ended the 1950-53
Korean War, and vowed a tough response to any
further provocation by the North. “North Korea
must wake up from its daydream that it can
maintain its regime through provocations and
threats ... these will only lead to isolation and
destruction,” Park said. Because the armistice
was never replaced by a full peace treaty, the
two Koreas technically remain at war.—AFP 

North Korea threatens imminent 
strikes against South, warns US

PYONGYANG: Women in traditional outfits dance during the celebration of the Liberation Day in Pyongyang, North Korea yesterday. Thousands
of people take part in the celebration that commemorates the 17th anniversary of the liberation of the Koreas from Japanese colonial rule. —AP

KATHMANDU: Supporters of opposition political parties carry lit torches during a
protest against the draft constitution in Kathmandu yesterday. Thirty opposition
political parties called for a two-day general strike for the 16 and 17 August.  —AFP 
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Seventy years ago enthusiastic cheers of the
Korean people shook the whole land of Korea in
jubilation at achieving the country’s liberation
from the Japanese military occupation. Swelling
feelings of emotion and delight of those days that
are still lingering were the eruption of the yearning
and reverence for KIM IL SUNG, peerless patriot
and legendary hero who waged bloody-anti-
Japanese struggle to restore the lost country.

Korea, which had been writhing in agony of
national tragedy, was aflame with the joy of libera-
tion and the people were astire preparing for the
welcome of the triumphant return of the national
hero.

People from all walks of life in Pyongyang city
and South Phyongan Province organized the
preparatory committees to welcome General KIM
IL SUNG. Those in Taedong County formed sepa-
rately the home-town preparatory committee of
welcoming General KIM IL SUNG in expectation
that they would be the first to welcome him at
Mangyongdae, the General’s birthplace.

Other prominent figures in Seoul also formed
similar committees and made preparations for
hearty welcome of the General.

However, General KIM IL SUNG, who waged
decades-long bloody struggle since he had

walked out through the brushwood gate with a
firm resolve to achieve the country’s independ-
ence and finally liberated Korea, returned home
too quietly.

He went to the Kangson Steel Works (Chollima
Steel Complex at present), even though he saw
Mangyongdae within earshot, to discuss with
workers the building of a new Korea, proclaimed
the founding of the Workers’ Party of Korea and
settled urgent and important matters arising in
building a new country. After that he made the first
meeting with the people in the homeland on
October 14, Juche 34 (1945).

That day he mounted the platform of the
Pyongyang mass rally to welcome his triumphant
return. The cheers of the people wrapped in the
feelings of delight and excitement resounded in
the venue of the rally.

Every Korean, who saw General KIM IL SUNG on
the platform acknowledging their cheers, was sur-
prised that he was so young and outstanding hero
who defeated Japanese imperialism and thus res-
cued them from the lot of ruined nation.

The Pyongyang Minbo, a newspaper of those
days, wrote about the unforgettable scene under
the title Cheers of 400,000 People Shake Korea, A
Lovely Land.

“Has Pyongyang, with a large population of
400,000, ever had such a large meeting as this? Has
it ever held such an important meeting?”

“What gave historic significance to this meeting
and turned it into a storm of emotion, was that
General KIM IL SUNG, the great patriot of Korea
and a hero whom Pyongyang produced, was pres-
ent in person there, and extended joyful and warm
greetings and words of encouragement to the
people. . . .  As soon as General KIM IL SUNG
appeared on the platform, the hero whom the
Korean people hold in high respect and have been
looking forward to seeing, a storm of enthusiastic
cheers arose, and most of the audience were
deeply moved to silent tears.”

All newspapers and magazines in north and
south of Korea at that time always devoted their
first pages to the articles on General KIM IL SUNG.

It was the unanimous aspiration of all the
Korean people to entrust future of the country and
nation to the prominent leader and follow him in
creating their new life.

Ri Chan, a Korean revolutionary poet who wrote
the immortal revolutionary paeon The Song of
General KIM IL SUNG, when meeting the General
for the first time, sang in excitement he was the
light that could never be clouded and the sun of

the Korean nation that could never be concealed.
President KIM IL SUNG, who shouldered the

destiny of the country, wisely led Korea, once
eclipsed on the world map, along the line of
immortal Juche idea, and founded the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK) and turned it
into a dignified sovereign state, independent in
politics, self-sufficient in the economy, and self-
reliant in national defence.

Under the sagacious Songun leadership of the
great leader General KIM JONG IL, the DPRK was
developed into a strong bulwark of socialism, with
a reliable war-deterrent against any formidable
enemies.

The revolutionary paeon that reverberated
throughout the country seething with joy of libera-
tion soon after the surrender of Japanese imperial-
ists is still resounding in Songun Korea, inspiring
the people to building a thriving socialist country
under another brilliant and distinguished leader
respected Marshal KIM JONG UN. 

Under his correct and energetic leadership, the
immoral ideas and great achievements of the Great
Leader President KIM IL SUNG and General KIM
JONG IL will be carried forward and added luster,
and the Korean people will certainly build a strong,
prosperous and reunified country.

On the occasion of the 70th anniversary of Liberation 
of Korea from Japanese Colonial Rule on 15 August

TIANJIN: New small explosions rocked a disaster
zone in the Chinese port of Tianjin yesterday, as
authorities pulled out an additional survivor and
began evacuating the area to clean up chemical
contamination nearly three days after massive
explosions touched off the crisis. Angry relatives of
missing firefighters stormed a government news
conference to demand any information on their
loved ones, who have not been found since a fire
and rapid succession of blasts late Wednesday at a
warehouse for hazardous chemicals.

The death toll in the inferno in a mostly industri-
al area has climbed to 85, including 21 firefighters -
making the disaster the deadliest for Chinese fire-
fighters in more than six decades. An unknown
number of firefighters remain missing, and a total of
720 people were injured in the disaster in Tianjin, a
key port and petrochemical hub about 120 kilome-
ters east of Beijing. The disaster has raised questions
about whether dangerous chemicals were being
stored too close to residential compounds, and
whether firefighters may have triggered the blasts,
possibly because they were unaware the ware-
house contained chemicals combustible on contact
with water. 

The massive explosions Wednesday happened
about 40 minutes after reports of a fire at the ware-
house and after an initial wave of firefighters arrived
and, reportedly, doused some of the area with
water. Authorities yesterday pulled out one survivor
from a shipping container, state media reported. His
identity was not immediately known. Television
video showed the man being carried out on a
sketcher by a group of soldiers wearing gas masks.
Authorities were keeping residents, journalists and
other people not involved in the disaster response
outside a 3-kilometer radius around the site of the
explosions to carry out what media reports said was
a clean-up of chemical contamination from sodium
cyanide, a toxic chemical that becomes com-
bustible on contact with water or even damp air.

Burning flames were spotted yesterday, and
explosions were reported by witnesses and state
media. In one case, heavy smoke from a fire engulf-
ing several cars rose up as high as 10 meters,
accompanied by at least five explosions. Police and
military personnel manned checkpoints on roads
leading to the blast sites, and helicopters were seen
hovering in the overcast sky. The air had a metallic
chemical smell, and there was uneasiness over rain
forecasts, although it was warm and windy.

Meanwhile, family members of missing firefight-
ers disrupted the latest news conference about the
disaster, demanding to know whether their loved
ones were still alive. “(The authorities) didn’t notify
us at all,” said Liu Huan, whose son Liu Chuntao has
been missing since late Wednesday. “Our son is a
firefighter, and there was a team of firefighters who
lost contact. We couldn’t contact him.” Liu
Longwang said she had not heard a word on her
son Liu Ziqiao, also a firefighter. “We are extremely
worried,” she said. “He’s just turned 18.”

State media reported that the casualties of the

first three squads of firefighters to respond and of a
neighborhood police station have not yet been ful-
ly determined, suggesting that the death toll could
go up further. Tianjin Fire Department head Zhou
Tian said at a news conference Friday that the
explosions occurred just as reinforcements had
arrived on the scene and were getting to work.
“There was no chance to escape, and that’s why the
casualties were so severe,” he said. “We’re now doing
all we can to rescue the missing.”

One surviving firefighter, 19-year-old Zhou Ti,
was found Friday morning and taken to a hospital.
Zhou Ti and Zhou Tian are unrelated. Li Yonghan, a
doctor at Teda Hospital, called Zhou’s survival
“miraculous” and said Zhou escaped death mainly
because he was covered by his fallen comrades.
Zhou had massive injuries, including burns and leg
cuts. From his hospital bed, Zhou told state broad-
caster CCTV that the fire was spreading out of con-
trol. “I was knocked onto the ground at the first
blast,” recalled Zhou, his eyes swollen and closed.  “I
covered my head and don’t know what happened
after that.”

Lin Yujie, who lives in a nearby residential com-
plex, said when he initially heard the blasts
Wednesday night he thought they were a massive

air strike. “It was just a sea of fire,” Lin recalled. “We
were really worried that there would be a second or
third explosion and what we would do then.” As
details of the blasts and the rescue efforts surface,
members of the public have been raising questions
about whether fire commanders had erred in pre-
maturely sending firefighters into a highly danger-
ous zone and using water to put out flames on the
site known to have stored a variety of hazardous
chemicals, including sodium cyanide and calcium
carbide, which become flammable on contact with
water.

Local officials also have been hard-pressed to
explain why authorities permitted hazardous
goods warehouses so close to residential complex-
es and critical infrastructure, clearly in violation of
the Chinese rule that hazmat storage should be
1,000 meters (yards) away from homes and public
structures. Pope Francis, meanwhile, offered his
prayers to the victims of the disaster. “I assure my
prayers for those who lost their lives and for all
those persons tried by this disaster,” he said yester-
day in remarks to thousands of people gathered in
St Peter ’s Square. Francis made the remarks
despite a tense relationship between Beijing and
the Vatican. — AP 

YANGON: Farmers in flood-hit Myanmar face a
scramble to replant damaged paddy fields in the
next two weeks to avoid food shortages and aid
efforts in some of the country’s hardest hit areas
remain a challenge, the United Nations said yes-
terday. More than 1.3 million people have been
critically affected and at least 106 people have
died since heavy monsoon rains coupled with a
cyclone last month caused floods across the
country, according to the government.

Water has receded in many areas, allowing
farmers to assess the damage to their crops and
also to seed stocks as the end of planting season
nears. “If farmers aren’t able to get rice seeds and
plant in the next two weeks the window for the
next season is pretty much over,” said Pierre
Peron, spokesman for the UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs(OCHA) in
Myanmar. “If they are not able to replant they

will miss out completely on this season and the
impact on food security will be much larger than
if we can provide them with support to replant.”

Myanmar is a rice exporter, but has halted
exports to stabilize prices. The UN and NGOs
have supplied emergency food assistance to
386,000 people impacted by the floods, OCHA
said in its latest situation report on the flooding.
Over 1.4 million acres of paddy was flooded,
according to the Ministry of Agriculture and
Irrigation. The crops in over 500,000 acres have
been destroyed in what has been the worst nat-
ural disaster in Myanmar since Cyclone Nargis
killed nearly 140,000 people in May 2008. The
government has provided $1.2 million for paddy
seeds in Rakhine State, one of the hardest hit
areas, but, “further support will be needed to
help farmers and rural communities rebuild”,
OCHA said.—Reuters

SUBIC BAY: Japan has joined US-led maritime
humanitarian exercises off the Philippines for the
first time, as concerns mount among the three
allies about China’s growing assertiveness in the
disputed South China Sea. A Japanese navy
replenishment ship was in Subic Bay, a former US
naval base, to refuel a US Navy floating hospital
en route to Vietnam for the seven-nation
humanitarian mission. It was the first time a
Japanese navy ship has taken part in the human-
itarian assistance and disaster relief drills from
Subic Bay. Japan has participated in past Pacific
Partnership missions in other areas.

A flotilla of Japanese training vessels, includ-
ing a submarine, makes annual port calls in
Manila. Rear Admiral Charles Williams, com-
mander of US Seventh Fleet’s Task Force 73, said
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief exer-
cises were becoming a regular component of
military exercises in the Philippines. “You are see-
ing in exercises ... a shift from strictly bilateral
engagement to multilateral, which is why you
see the Japanese here today,” Williams told jour-
nalists aboard USNS Mercy, one of two US hospi-
tal ships.

China claims most of the South China Sea,
through which $5 trillion in ship-borne trade
passes every year. The Philippines, Vietnam,

Malaysia, Taiwan and Brunei also have overlap-
ping claims. Japan and China also have conflict-
ing claims in the East China Sea. Williams said
the presence of Admiral Katsutoshi Kawano,
head of Japan’s Self-Defense Forces, “speaks vol-
umes about their commitment to the region and
their commitment to being part of a multilateral
engagement”. Kawano met early this week with
his Philippine counterpart, General Hernando
Iriberri, and Defense Secretary Voltaire Gazmin in
Manila, where he expressed interest in holding
joint amphibious landing exercises and opera-
tions with Philippine marines.

In a meeting with Gazmin, Kawano also
expressed interest in sharing information in the
South China Sea and capacity building, particu-
larly in humanitarian assistance and disaster
relief. Williams said humanitarian assistance and
disaster relief operations were “a great avenue
towards increasing maritime stability and securi-
ty in this region”, part of Washington’s rebalance
to Asia policy. China hit back on Monday at US
criticism that it restricts navigation and over-
flights in the South China Sea. US Secretary of
State John Kerry also said China’s construction of
facilities on man-made islands for “military pur-
poses” was raising tension and risked “militariza-
tion” by other claimant states. — Reuters 

TIANJIN: This photo taken on August 14, 2015 shows a firefighter walking past damaged cars at the site of the explosions in Tianjin.  Residents near the
site of two giant explosions in the northern Chinese port city of Tianjin were being evacuated on August 15 over fears of toxic contamination, the offi-
cial Xinhua news agency said. — AFP

China blast zone evacuated 
over contamination fears

New small explosions rock disaster zone

Japan joins US-Philippine
humanitarian drills

Myanmar farmers
hit hard by floods 

BAGO DIVISION: A woman hangs up a blanket to dry her half-submerged residence in
Letpadan township, Bago Division, about 140 kilometers north of Yangon Myanmar. Heavy
monsoon rains that began in late June compounded more recently by Cyclone Komen - have
triggered some of Myanmar’s worst flash floods and landslides in recent memory.  — AP 

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian police arrested an
opposition senator yesterday after the country’s
strongman leader accused him of “treason” for
posting on social media a disputed document
about the border with neighboring Vietnam.
The arrest of Senator Hong Sok Hour, who
belongs to the opposition Sam Rainsy Party
(SRP), comes amid an uptick in the campaign by
the kingdom’s main opposition Cambodia
National Rescue Party (CNRP) to combat alleged
encroachment by Vietnam.

“He was arrested this morning” in the capital
Phnom Penh, Ministry of Interior spokesman
Khieu Sopheak said, adding that the senator
faced treason charges.  Prime Minister Hun Sen,
who has ruled Cambodia for three decades, is
sensitive to criticism from his opponents that he
is too soft on Vietnam over the disputed sec-
tions of the two countries’ border. Anti-
Vietnamese sentiment runs deep in parts of
Cambodia and is often used by the opposition
as a touchstone issue to rally support. On
Thursday Hun Sen accused Hong Sok Hour of
committing treason for posting a “fake” and
“doctored” version of an old treaty about the
border on his Facebook page. It has not been
possible to reach the senator for comment or
verify the contents of any Facebook post he
made.

Senators usually have immunity from prose-
cution during their terms in office, but Khieu
Sopheak said the Hong Sok Hour would be

stripped of that privilege because “he commit-
ted his offence red-handed”. “His information
(posted on Facebook) caused chaos in the
country. It is an act of treason,” the spokesman
added. Any vote to rescind immunity would
have to be taken in the Senate, which Hun Sen’s
ruling party comfortably controls. Hong Sok
Hour, chairman of the Senate’s anti-corruption
committee, has played a key role in the CNRP
border campaign in recent years. On Thursday
the SRP issued a statement denying the senator
committed treason.

Rhetorical and sometimes physical attacks
by opposition lawmakers and activists on the
Vietnamese border have become a common
occurrence in recent years. Last month Hanoi
said some 250 Cambodian activists, including a
CNRP lawmaker, attacked Vietnamese police
and citizens after illegal entering the country,
strongly condemning the move. Vietnam’s
troops invaded to oust Cambodia’s genocidal
Khmer Rouge regime in 1979 and stayed in the
country for a decade before withdrawing in
1989. Ties between Hanoi and Phnom Penh
have remained friendly under Hun Sen who
rose to power during the Vietnamese occupa-
tion and has run Cambodia for the last 30 years.
The CNRP formed following a merger between
members of the SRP-named after the current
CNRP leader Sam Rainsy-and The Human Rights
party, ahead of 2013 elections. The three parties
remain in alliance. — AFP 

Cambodia senator arrested for 
‘treason’ after PM accusation

PHNOM PENH: Cambodian opposition party supporters shout slogans in front of riot
police officers at the Phnom Penh Municipal Court yesterday. Cambodian authorities
arrested an opposition senator yesterday - two days after Prime Minister Hun Sen
accused him of treason for comments posted on Facebook. — AP 
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NEW DELHI: Prime Minister Narendra Modi warned
yesterday that corruption was eating away at India “like
a termite” as he used an Independence Day speech to
pledge his commitment to eradicating graft and pover-
ty. In an address from Delhi’s Red Fort, Modi sought to
silence growing doubts about his leadership after key
reforms stalled in a rancorous parliament session
dogged by allegations of corruption involving some of
his top lieutenants. Modi, who has a reputation as a
hardline Hindu nationalist, also warned against the
“poison” of communalism in a wide-ranging speech
that lasted for more than an hour.

But it was his comments on the dangers posed by
corruption that drew most attention, including his
admission that the problem went right to the top. “I
want to reaffirm that this nation will get rid of corrup-
tion. We can rid the country of corruption, we have to
start from the top,” said Modi. “Corruption is like a ter-
mite, it spreads slowly, reaches everywhere, but it can
be beaten with timely injections.” Modi’s speech comes
after some of the most senior figures in his Bharatiya
Janata Party became embroiled in corruption scandals,
including Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj and the chief
ministers of Rajasthan and Madhya Pradesh states.

The scandals have been particularly embarrassing as
Modi’s election win last year was built in part on a

pledge to clean up government after a series of scams
under the previous Congress administration. Modi said
there had been no cases of money being siphoned off
on his watch and that a new law on declaring income
had led to the disclosure of around one billion dollars
in hitherto hidden assets which will now be liable to
tax. 

Other economic reforms however have snagged in
parliament, including a national sales tax that the gov-
ernment sees as crucial to firing up growth. While the
economy is growing at around 7.5 percent, it still needs
to pick up pace to elevate the hundreds of millions of
people still mired in poverty in the world’s second most
populous nation.

Power for villages    
The right-wing premier, who has been accused of

being too close to big business, portrayed himself as a
champion of the poor by promising to help farmers
and lower-caste dalits, formerly known as untouch-
ables. Modi set a 1,000-day deadline for every village in
India to get electricity, urging state governments which
are responsible for power to ensure every community
is finally linked to the national grid. “Even after so many
decades of independence there are 18,500 villages in
India which do not have electricity,” he said. — AFP

Corruption eating away at 
India ‘like a termite’: Modi

Continued from Page 1

have borne fruit - ‘thanks to the legislative and exec-
utive authorities that enacted a law to set up a body to
run these projects.’ The body has formed its structure in
accordance with the international standards to help
Kuwait implement projects in a competitive and profes-
sional manner, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Finance said.

The body’s higher committee has approved six proj-
ects and their tenders were offered at the beginning of

this month, he added.  He affirmed that these projects
will be co-implemented by both public and private sec-
tors as the State of Kuwait seeks to boost the participa-
tion of the private sector in sustainable development.
Kuwait also plans to create a quantum leap in terms of
technologies used in these projects and services provid-
ed to citizens; transfer knowledge; create jobs for
nationals; attract investment opportunities in the coun-
try and support local economy to alleviate burdens on
the budget, he noted.  This move will be in favor of the
local economy, he expected. 

Kuwait govt approves series of projects...

HELENA: A retired Pittsburgh school-
teacher could do nothing but laugh
after a black bear broke into her car in
Montana, destroyed the interior while
trying to escape, and finally busted out
through the windshield. The bear
became trapped Thursday inside Ellen
Stolpe’s Toyota Camry at a lodge near
Yellowstone National Park. Stolpe
laughed because the incident was so
bizarre and she was relieved that
nobody was hurt. Still, she worries that
the bear’s persistent search for food
from humans likely will end with it
being killed. “The bear is addicted to
food that will put it in danger,” said
Stolpe, who taught middle school
English for 25 years.

Stolpe was in Montana to visit her
father, who volunteers at the
Yellowstone Bighorn Research
Association lodge - a base camp for
students doing geology research.  She
had been warned about bears in the
area so she cleaned the food and trash
out of her car but didn’t think to lock
the doors. The car was parked on a
slope and she believes the bear
climbed inside and the door closed
behind it, setting off a panic. Someone
heard a car horn about 5:30 am. The
bear pulled on the driver’s door so
hard the metal bent. Interior plastic
and fabric also was damaged. “There
was definitely a panicked loosening of
all bodily functions in the front passen-
ger seat,” Stolpe added.

People walking by two hours later
apparently spooked the bear and it
broke out through the windshield.

Other bear activity has been report-
ed in the Red Lodge area. Earlier this

week, two motorcycles were chewed
up when bears smelled food inside the
saddlebags. A bear also broke into two
houses, The Billings Gazette reported.
A bear broke into another vehicle at
the lodge to get beef jerky, Stolpe said,
and earlier a bear got into a stash of
granola bars, leaving the wrappers in a
neat pile. 

During the late summer and fall,
bears begin adding fat reserves as they
prepare for hibernation. Fish, Wildlife
and Parks officials recommend resi-
dents store garbage and animal food
in a locked building, remove bird feed-
ers from their yards and clean up
apples and other potential food
sources. —  AP 

Black bear breaks into car in 
Montana, destroys interior

WAGAH BORDER: Sikhs demonstrate their Gatka martial arts skills during a ceremony to celebrate Independence Day at the India-Pakistan Wagah border post yesterday. (Inset) Indian Prime
Minister Narendra Modi addresses the nation on the country’s Independence Day from the ramparts of the historical Red Fort in New Delhi. Indians are celebrating their Independence Day on
August 15 after Britain ceded independence to the country in 1947. —  AFP 

MONTANA: Photo shows some of the damage caused to a Toyota
Camry after a black bear broke into the car and became trapped, near
Red Lodge, Mont. — AP 



By Jennifer Gonzalez Covarrubias

Jorge Sanchez decided to become a
journal ist  when his  father,  the
founder of a community newspa-

per, was kidnapped and murdered in
January. Now, as a wave of violence
against reporters continues to sweep
his home state of Veracruz-often called
the most dangerous in Mexico for the
news media-Sanchez fears  he and
many others could meet the same fate.
At least 11 Veracruz journalists have
been killed in the past five years in the
eastern state,  leading Repor ters
Without Borders to rank it the third
most dangerous place in the world to
practice the profession, after Iraq and
Syria.  Sanchez and his colleagues’ fears
have only grown since photojournalist
Ruben Espinosa, who had fled Veracruz
after being threatened and harassed,
was found brutally murdered with four
other victims in a Mexico City apart-
ment on July 31.

“Sometimes you ask yourself, are
they going to k i l l  us  a l l  soon?
Unfortunately, that seems to be the
idea,” Sanchez said.  Clasping the
upcoming issue of La Union, the news-
paper launched by his father, the 29-
year-old reporter said there appeared
to be a campaign in the oil-rich state to
“exterminate anyone who publishes
anything that brings bad governance
to light.” His dad, Moises, started La
Union with his  savings and kept it
going by moonlighting as a taxi driver.
The paper took a critical look at offi-
cials Moises blamed for the decline of
his  hometown,  Medel l in  de Bravo.
Moises was abducted from his home in

January and found several days later
with his throat slit. The local mayor was
accused of ordering the killing, but fled
before he could be arrested.

Barbed wire, cameras 
Now Jorge Sanchez has re-launched

La Union. He still lives in his father’s
house, which he has converted into a

sort of bunker. The two-story residence,
which has no windows on the second
floor, is surrounded by a security wall
topped with barbed wire. It is moni-
tored by 12 security cameras connected
to control centers staffed by interior
ministry agents and state authorities,

part of a protection program for at-risk
journalists and activists. 

State police stand watch outside 24
hours a day. “Ironically,” Sanchez says,
this is the same police force that “didn’t
react” to his father’s kidnapping. But,
he says, “living in fear is not an option”-
a line his dad used to use. That line will
also appear in the upcoming issue of

La Union, along with a page dedicated
to Espinoza, who worked for the promi-
nent news magazine Proceso and was a
friend of Sanchez. Espinosa was part of
a group of people who rallied around
the Sanchez family after Moises was
kidnapped, storming into the Veracruz

Congress  at  one point  to demand
action. The late photojournalist, who
was 31 when he died, also fought for
justice in the killing of Proceso corre-
spondent Regina Martinez, who was
strangled in her home in 2012.

Wary text messages
Veracruz journalists and activists

have demanded answers to the spate of
k i l l ings from state Governor Javier
Duarte, a member of President Enrique
Pena Nieto’s Institutional Revolutionary
Party (PRI) who has faced accusations of
threatening his critics. One of those
killed with Espinosa, Nadia Vera, was a
rights activist who had accused Duarte
of being behind the deaths of the 11
journalists killed since he came to pow-
er in 2010. Investigators questioned
Duar te this week on the k i l l ing of
Espinosa and Vera. 

He denied any involvement. The gov-
ernor is at the very least “indirectly”
responsible for the violence against
journalists in Veracruz, because his
administration has failed to stop it, said
Jorge Morales, a member of a watchdog
group that seeks to protect Veracruz’s
journalists. “As long as there is no justice
or change in the security situation, the
murders aren’t going to stop,” he said.
Another correspondent for Proceso, Noe
Zavaleta, related how he and his col-
leagues have taken to sending each
other a constant stream of text mes-
sages whenever they go out on assign-
ment, so someone will know if anything
goes wrong.  With tears in his eyes,
Zavaleta said Espinosa’s murder was “a
nightmare-one that you wish you could
wake up from.” —AFP
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Few Americans want to see the United States take a more
active approach to foreign policy, but the vast majority
thinks it may be appropriate to take military action to

achieve some goals in international affairs, according to a new
poll conducted by the Associated Press-NORC Center for
Public Affairs Research. Things to know about public opinion
on foreign policy:

Little appetite for intervention
Americans overall are more likely to say that the US should

take a less active role than a more active one in world affairs, 38
percent to 28 percent - while 33 percent say its current role is
about right. But the poll reveals a significant divide within the
Republican Party, with 38 percent saying the United States
should take a more active role in world affairs and 44 percent
saying it should take a less active one. Just 17 percent fall in the
middle, saying its current role is about right.  Among
Democrats, 23 percent prefer a more active role, 31 percent a
less active one and 45 percent say its current role is about right.

Terrorism, immigration 
More than half of Americans named the threat of terror-

ism and the Islamic State group as top issues to face the next
president, including similar percentages of Democrats and
Republicans.  That includes 3 in 10 Americans who specifically
mentioned the Islamic State group, militant Sunnis who occu-
py a large swath of Iraq and Syria and have a presence else-
where in the Middle East.  Nearly a quarter of Americans,
including 3 in 10 of Republicans, named immigration as a top
foreign policy issue. Other topics named by significant num-
bers of Americans (between 10 and 20 percent) include
Russia, Iraq and Afghanistan, environmental issues like cli-
mate change, humanitarian issues, the global economy and
foreign trade.

Military action favored 
Despite relatively little appetite for a more active foreign

policy generally, 9 in 10 Americans say the US should use mili-
tary force to protect itself from terrorist attacks. Republicans
are nearly unanimous on that issue, with 9 in 10 Democrats in
agreement. Eight in 10 Americans, including 9 in 10
Republicans and three-quarters of Democrats, say the US
should also use military action to protect US allies from attack.
And 7 in 10 Americans, including 8 in 10 Republicans and two-
thirds of Democrats, favor military action to prevent the
spread of nuclear weapons. Large majorities also say the US
should use both economic and diplomatic power to achieve
those goals.

Diplomacy, economic action 
Most Americans, including similar percentages of

Democrats and Republicans, say the US  should not use mili-
tary force to promote democracy or human rights in other
countries, or to advance US economic interests. To achieve
these goals, Americans would rather use diplomatic or eco-
nomic pressure. Diplomacy is favored by 9 in 10 to protect US
economic interests, by 8 in 10 to defend human rights in other
countries and by 7 in 10 to promote democracy in other coun-
tries.  Economic pressure is supported by about 8 in 10 to pro-
tect the country’s economic interests, by 7 in 10 to promote
and protect human rights, and by just under half to promote
democracy in other countries.

What Americans want to hear 
Nearly 9 in 10 Americans said it was very or extremely

important for them to know about the next president’s plan to
deal with terrorism generally, as well as the Islamic State group
specifically.  About 9 in 10 Americans also said it was very
important for them to know that person’s plan for dealing
with cyberattacks by foreign countries or terrorist groups.
Lower on Americans’ list of priorities come Iran (73 percent),
China (64 percent), government surveillance programs (64
percent), trade (63 percent), Russia (60 percent) and the con-
flict between  Israel and the Palestinians (59 percent). Just 34
percent say it’s important for them to know what the next
president will do about Cuba.

The poll was conducted before the nuclear deal reached
between the United States, Iran and other world powers, and
after the US and Cuba formally re-established diplomatic ties.
The AP-NORC Poll of 1,167 adults was conducted online and by
phone June 25-July 7, using a sample drawn from NORC’s
probability-based AmeriSpeak panel, which is designed to be
representative of the US population. The margin of sampling
error for all respondents is plus or minus 4.5 percentage points.
Respondents were first selected randomly using address-based
sampling methods, and later interviewed online. People select-
ed for Amerispeak who didn’t otherwise have access to the
Internet were interviewed over the phone. —AP

Issues

Terrorism tops 
Americans’ foreign 

policy concerns
By Emily Swanson

Washington Watch

By Dr James J Zogby 

No American citizen should be subjected to the treat-
ment that George Khoury and HabibJoudeh
received when they arrived at Ben Gurion Airport in

Israel last month. George is a 70 year old Palestinian
American from San Francisco.  Habib, 62, from Brooklyn, is
also an American citizen of Palestinian descent. During the
third week in July, both attempted to travel to
Israel/Palestine. Both told me they had been excited about
their trips since neither had visited the area in more than
two decades. 

Habib and his sons were going to a family wedding in
the West Bank. George is a deacon in the Archdiocese of
San Francisco and was making a Holy Land pilgrimage with
a priest friend. In the end, neither Habib nor George were
able to complete their long awaited visits.  On arrival in
Israel (George landed on July 21; Habib and his sons land-
ed on the 23rd), they were detained for long hours, sub-
jected to abusive interrogations, insulted by Israeli security
personnel, and finally denied entry and forced to purchase,
at their own expense, return tickets back to the United
States.  

There are some differences in the treatment they
received (George was held for more than a day, while
Habib and his sons were detained for six hours), but there
were significant common elements with the most disturb-
ing being the reason they were denied entry. Because both
men were of Palestinian descent, the Israelis would not
honor their US passports as travel documents or recognize
that they were American citizens who did not want or seek
Palestinian ID’s. Both were told that they needed to acquire
Palestinian IDs and that, as Palestinians, they could only
enter through Jordan, via the Allenby Bridge.

The reason stamped on Habib’s “deportation” order was
that he was denied entry based on “prevention of illegal
immigration considerations”. When the Israeli border con-
trol agent told George that, as a Palestinian, he could not

enter Israel, he attempted to engage the agent saying, “I’m
not coming through as a Palestinian. I’m coming as an
American citizen”. To which the agent replied “No, no, you
belong with the Palestinian people. This is our Israel, this is
for the Jews. No Palestinian should come to Israel. You
should have gone through the Allenby Bridge”.

When George explained that “I am coming with an
American passport and you should honor it”, the agent
replied, “How do you want me to honor your American
passport? Do you want me to kiss it, to hug it, or to worship
it?” What happened to Habib and George were not the
actions of a few rogue agents. For more than three
decades, we have recorded and submitted to the State
Department hundreds of instances where Arab Americans,
upon arrival at Ben Gurion Airport have been subjected to
such treatment.    

By so flagrantly disregarding the citizenship rights of
Palestinian Americans, Israel is in violation of its treaty obli-
gations found in the “1951 US-Israel Treaty of Friendship,
Commerce, and Navigation”. In the language of the treaty,
Israel pledges to permit US citizens the right to “travel
freely, to reside at places of their choice, to enjoy liberty of
conscience” and to guarantee them “the most constant
protection and security”. Not only has Israel consistently
violated its treaty obligation, but our government has
failed to live up to its commitment to protect the rights of
its own citizens. The opening page of the US Passport
states that “The Secretary of State of the United States of
America hereby requests all whom it may concern to per-
mit the citizen/national of the United States named herein
to pass without delay or hindrance and in case of need to
give all lawful aid and protection”.

The Department of State says that it does not condone
Israel’s behavior, but, in reality, it acquiesces. For example,
when George Khoury’s daughter wrote a letter of com-
plaint to the US Embassy in Tel Aviv, she received a
response saying that “Unfortunately, the US government
cannot assist US citizens in gaining entry into

Israel...Should your father wish to travel again in the
future, we advise him to contact the nearest Israeli
Embassy or Consulate for guidance”.  The US official then
directed her to the Department of State “Travel Advisory”
which states that “regardless of whether they hold US citi-
zenship, Israeli authorities consider anyone who has par-
ents or grandparents who were born or lived in the West
Bank or Gaza to have a claim to a PA ID”. They will, there-
fore, be treated as Palestinians and not as Americans.

Israel, it appears, has a peculiar view of American citi-
zenship. If you are Jewish, you are in a special class in that
you can become an Israeli citizen. If you are an American
of any non-Arab ethnicity, you are welcome to visit. But if
you are an American of Arab descent and, in particular, of
Palestinian descent, then you are not seen as an American
and are not welcome. I t is upsetting that both the
Department of State “Travel Advisory” and the Consul’s let-
ter acknowledge Israel’s disregard for our citizenship
rights and claim to be powerless to hold them account-
able for their actions. This acquiescence allows Israel to act
with impunity. It also makes our government appear to be
complicit in Israel’s behavior.  Last year, some Members of
Congress made a determined push to have Israel admitted
into the US Visa Waiver program. 

In response, the State Department noted that they
could not support Israel’s admittance because of their
long-standing practice of discriminating against
Americans of Arab descent, in particular Palestinian
Americans.  This was the right move, but it is clearly not
enough. I am, therefore, writing to you, Secretary Kerry,
urging you to insist that the Israeli government fully live
up to its treaty obligations to treat all Americans equally
without regard to their religion or national origin. Should
the Department of State fail to act, I am requesting that
you, Attorney General Lynch, determine whether or not
the State Department by its acquiescence is guilty of fail-
ing to provide Arab Americans equal protection under
the law.

An Open Letter to US Secretary of State and Attorney General

JALAPA: Manuel Monrroy journalist and photographer of Mexican web page
‘Al Calor Politico’ talks during an interview with AFP at the Red Cross in
Veracruz, Veracruz State, Mexico. —AFP

Journalists live in fear in Mexican state of Veracruz



TORONTO: WTA Tour chairman Stacey Allaster and women’s tennis legend Martin
Navratilova demanded tougher punishment for Australian ATP player Nick Kyrgios in the
wake of his sex slur during a match. Kyrgios was fined $12,500 by the ATP Tour on
Thursday as it launched an investigation into the 20-year-old’s remark to French Open
champion Stan Wawrinka in a second-round match Wednesday at the ATP Rogers Cup in
Montreal. “The statement made by Nick Kyrgios is crude and unacceptable,” Allaster said
in a statement. “I commend the ATP on assessing the on-site maximum
fine and urge there to be further sanctions in accordance with their
process.” The ATP said its probe could result in further sanctions against
Kyrgios. On-court microphones picked up the Australian’s scurrilous
sexual remark about Wawrinka’s girlfriend during a changeover in
their match won by Kyrgios when Wawrinka retired with back pain
trailing 4-0 in the third set. Kyrgios said that the woman had been
involved with his close friend Thanasi Kokkinakis. “Sorry to tell you that
mate,” Kyrgios is heard to say with his back turned to Wawrinka.Kyrgios
said he has apologized to Wawrinka and hopes to move on but an
angry Wawrinka had demanded action by tennis authorities
over the “beyond belief” comments.  Wawrinka, who sepa-
rated from his wife earlier this year and has been linked
to Croatian tour player Donna Vekic, said the ATP should
take “major action this time.—Reuters

S PORTS
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PORTLAND: Brooke Henderson drained birdies on three
of her final four holes to fire a 67 for a one-shot lead
after the second round of the LPGA’s Portland Classic on
Friday.  Canada’s Henderson, who finished in the top five
in two major championships this season, rolled in an
eight-foot birdie putt on her last hole of the round to
pull one shot ahead of Germany’s Caroline Masson. “I
had to stay patient,” Henderson said of her five-under 67
at the Columbia Edgewater Country Club course. 

“I knew I was hitting great shots. About the fourth
hole on my back nine I said, ‘Let’s go make some birdies,’
and I was able to do that.”It is a great position to be in,
but it is a long way from being over and I still have a lot
of work to do.” The 17-year-old rising star on the LPGA
Tour only made it into the field via a Monday qualifier.

Henderson was at 11-under 133 after two rounds.
Masson climbed the leaderboard with an eight-under 64
to complete the first two rounds at 10 under.

Henderson, who started on the back nine, made her
only bogey on her second hole of the day at No. 11 but
rebounded with birdies at Nos. 12 and 14 and again at
No. 3 before her dazzling finish.—AFP

Henderson leads Classic

LONDON: Tottenham Hotspur have boosted their depleted forward line by sign-
ing Cameroon international Clinton Njie from Olympique Lyonnais for an undis-
closed fee yesterday.

“We’re delighted to announce the signing of Clinton Njie, subject to interna-
tional clearance and work permit,” the club said in a statement.

The 22-year-old, who has scored six goals in 11 appearances for his
country, can play centre forward or in one of the wide attacking posi-

tions and has signed a five-year contract with Spurs, who finished
fifth last season. Njie managed eight goals for Lyon in 33 appear-

ances last term as they finished runners-up behind Paris St
Germain. Spurs, who lost 1-0 to Manchester United in their
opening Premier League match of the season, only have Harry
Kane as a recognised striker after selling the under-performing
Roberto Soldado to Villarreal on Friday. Togo striker Emmanuel
Adebayor also looks to be on the way out of the north London

club after hardly featuring in the first team during Mauricio
Pochettino’s first season as manager last year.

The former Arsenal, Real Madrid and Manchester City
striker has not been given a squad number with Spurs,

suggesting his days at White Hart Lane are num-
bered.—Reuters 

Tottenham snap up Njie Call for action on Kyrgios

TORONTO: Carlos Beltran hit a huge home
run in the eighth inning, Andrew Miller
escaped a big jam in the ninth and the New
York Yankees stopped Toronto’s 11-game win-
ning streak, beating the Blue Jays 4-3 on
Friday night.

Miller struck out Ben Revere and Troy
Tulowitzki with runners on second and third to
close out the victory. The win moved the
Yankees a half-game ahead of Toronto and
back into first place in the AL East. David Price
took a 3-0 lead into the eighth before New
York rallied. He left after Chase Headley’s RBI
double and Beltran then greeted reliever
Aaron Sanchez (6-5) with a pinch-hit, three-
run homer.

Ivan Nova (5-4) wound up with the win.
Dellin Betances pitched the eighth and Miller
finished for his 26th save, fanning Tulowitzki to
end a 12-pitch sequence.

PADRES 9, ROCKIES 5
Matt Kemp hit a triple in the ninth for the

first cycle in San Diego Padres history and they
went on to beat Colorado. Kemp also had a
two-run homer in the first, single in the third
and an RBI double in the seventh. His triple in
the ninth went off the fence in center and he
easily scampered into third.

The Padres retrieved the historic baseball.
One streak down, one to go. They’re the only
team in the majors without a no-hitter. Kemp
ignited a four-run rally in the seventh with a
two-out, RBI double and Jedd Gyorko later fol-
lowed with a three-run homer.

Recently signed Bud Norris (1-0) pitched a
scoreless sixth to pick up the win. Reliever Ken
Roberts (0-1),  called up from Triple-A
Albuquerque earlier in the day, took the loss.

DODGERS 5, REDS 3
Adrian Gonzalez hit a three-run homer to

highlight a four-run fifth inning and Los
Angeles beat Cincinnati. John Lamb (1-0) gave
up four consecutive two-out hits, capped by
Gonzalez’s 23rd homer of the season into the
lower right-field seats that put the Dodgers
ahead 5-1.

Alex Wood (8-7) earned his first victory in
three tries with the Dodgers, allowing three
runs and five hits in 6 1/3 innings. The left-han-
der struck out three and walked three in his
home debut since being acquired from
Atlanta.

Kenley Jansen retired the side in the ninth
for his 23rd save in 24 chances. He earned his
129th career save, tying Jeff Shaw for second
all-time in franchise history. Joey Votto drove
in all three of Cincinnati’s runs, including a
two-run homer that left the Reds trailing 5-3 in
the sixth.

PIRATES 3, METS 2
Gregory Polanco singled home the go-

ahead run in the 10th inning and Pittsburgh
ended New York’s seven-game home winning
streak.

The teams went into extra innings at 1-all.

Polanco singled off Bobby Parnell (1-2) and
Aramis Ramirez hit a sacrifice fly against Carlos
Torres.

The NL East-leading Mets scored in the bot-
tom half on Curtis Granderson’s sacrifice fly
before Mark Melancon finished for his 36th
save. Arquimedes Caminero (3-1) pitched a
scoreless ninth for the win.

CARDINALS 3, MARLINS 1
Jaime Garcia pitched shutout ball into the

ninth inning and Matt Carpenter homered,
leading St. Louis over Miami. Garcia (5-4) came
within two outs of throwing the first complete
game of the season for the NL Central leaders.
He gave up six singles, walked one and struck
out six.

Trevor Rosenthal got his 36th save in 38
chances. Carpenter ’s bunt single broke a
scoreless tie in the fifth. He hit a solo home run
in the eighth. Tom Koehler (8-10) took the loss
and Miami’s three-game winning streak end-
ed. Ichiro Suzuki singled in the Miami fifth for
his 2,913th hit in the major leagues. Combined
with 1,278 hits in Japan, he equaled Ty Cobb’s
total of 4,191.  Cobb held the big league mark
that Pete Rose eventually passed on his way to
a record 4,256 hits.

CUBS 6, WHITE SOX 5
Chris Coghlan hit two home runs, Anthony

Rizzo also went deep, and Chicago made it
eight straight wins and 14 in 15 games. The
Cubs, coming off a 7-0 homestand, extended
their longest win streak since a nine-game run
during the 2008 NL Central championship sea-
son.

Coghlan hit a three-run homer in the top of
the third, and then he and Rizzo added back-
to-back solo drives off the struggling Jeff
Samardzija (8-8) in the fifth to give the North
Siders a 6-5 lead.

Four relievers combined to shut down the
White Sox the rest of the way, with Clayton
Richard (3-0) working two innings.Hector
Rondon pitched the ninth for his 20th save in
24 chances.

ROYALS 4, ANGELS 1
Eric Hosmer hit a go-ahead two-run homer,

Danny Duffy settled down after a wild start
and Kansas City rallied for a victory over Los
Angeles. Duffy (6-5) allowed five hits without a
walk while matching a franchise record with
three hit batters in just six innings. But the left-
hander only allowed one run, wiggling out of
a few jams by leaving six Angels on base -
three in scoring position.

The Royals mustered just one hit off Jered
Weaver (4-9) until the sixth, when Ben Zobrist
led off with a double to right. He tied the
game moments later when first baseman
Albert Pujols let a sharply hit grounder by
Lorenzo Cain through his legs for an error.
Hosmer followed with his 406-foot shot over
the bullpen in right field. Greg Holland got the
last three outs for his 26th save.

GIANTS 8, NATIONALS 5
Matt Duffy homered among his three hits

and drove in three runs, Hunter Pence also had
a homer and San Francisco beat Washington.

Gregor Blanco added three hits and drove
in two runs for the Giants, who have won three
of four since being swept in a four-game series
by the Cubs in Chicago.

Bryce Harper homered and drove in four
runs and Danny Espinosa also went deep for
the Nationals, who lost their fourth straight
and fifth in the last six.

Max Scherzer (11-9) gave up a season-high
six runs on seven hits over three innings.
Giants starter Matt Cain failed to finish the fifth
inning for a second straight start, allowing five
runs on six hits in 4 2/3 innings. Jeremy Affeldt
(2-2) took over for Cain in the fifth and pitched
an inning to get the win.

ASTROS 5, TIGERS 1
Dallas Keuchel struck out eight in seven

solid innings and Jed Lowrie powered the
offense with a two-RBI double to lead Houston
to a win over Detroit.

The Astros trailed entering the fifth inning
before scoring three runs, capped by the dou-
ble by Lowrie to take a 3-1 lead. It was the
opener of a 10-game homestand for Houston,
which remains in first place in the American
League-West despite going 2-7 on a recent
road trip.

Keuchel (14-6) yielded six hits and one run
to improve to 11-0 at home this season. His 14
wins overall are tied for most in the AL.

Alfredo Simon (10-7) allowed six hits and
four runs in five-plus innings for the loss.
Detroit slugger Miguel Cabrera returned from
a six-week stint on the disabled list.

RANGERS 5, RAYS 3
Josh Hamilton homered and delivered the

tiebreaking sacrifice fly for Texas in a victory
that snapped Tampa Bay’s four-game winning
streak.

Hamilton’s sixth homer of the season was a
437-foot blast to right-center field in the sec-
ond inning for a 2-1 lead. His sac fly to deep
center in the eighth broke a 3-3 tie.

Delino DeShields hit his first career homer
for Texas. Adrian Beltre’s one-out single in the
eight started the go-ahead rally off Jake
McGee (1-2). Beltre went to third on a single
by Mitch Moreland, who moved to second on
the throw. Hamilton followed that before Elvis
Andrus had an RBI single. Sam Dyson (1-1)
worked two scoreless innings in relief of
starter Martin Perez. Shawn Tolleson worked
the ninth for his 22nd save in 23 chances.

ORIOLES 8, ATHLETICS 6
Manny Machado hit a two-run homer in

the 13th inning, and Baltimore also got home
runs from Adam Jones and Chris Davis in a vic-
tory over Oakland.

Caleb Joseph doubled with one out in the
13th against Drew Pomeranz (4-5), who left
after being visited on the mound by the team
trainer. Aaron Brooks entered, and Machado
sent the right-hander’s second pitch into the
seats in left field.

That enabled the Orioles to avoid a third

straight defeat, which would have dropped
them to .500 for the first time since July 27.
The defending AL East champions are in third
place in the division and 1-1/2 games off the
pace in the wild card hunt. Rookie Jason
Garcia (1-0) got three straight outs in the 13th
to earn his first major league win.

BRAVES 3, DIAMONDBACKS 2
Julio Teheran pitched six strong innings,

Cameron Maybin drove in two runs and
Atlanta beat Arizona. Atlanta got a solid out-
ing from Teheran after their starters had gone
2-8 with a 6.02 ERA in the last 15 games. The
victory improved the Braves to 31-23 at home.
They’ve won 12 of 19 at Turner Field. But they
are last in the majors with 40 road losses.

Teheran (8-6) allowed three hits, one run
and two walks with seven strikeouts.
Diamondbacks starter Robbie Ray (3-8)
allowed six hits, three runs and four walks in 4-
1/3 innings. Arodys Vizcaino earned his third
save in three chances with a perfect ninth.

INDIANS 6, TWINS 1
Corey Kluber flirted with a no-hitter for the

second consecutive outing against Minnesota
before finishing with a one-hitter in his second
straight complete game as Cleveland cruised
to a win.

Kluber (8-12) gave up just a solo home run
to Joe Mauer and struck out seven in his
fourth complete game of the season.

Giovanny Urshela had two hits, including a
two-run homer for Cleveland. Francisco
Lindor, Lonnie Chisenhall and Mike Aviles each
had three hits to help the Indians win for the
fift time in six games.

Trevor May (8-8) gave up two runs on five
hits in three innings in his first start for
Minnesota since moving to the bullpen in ear-
ly June.

Kluber took a no-hitter into the seventh
inning in his last start, also against Minnesota,

before Mauer singled with two outs. This time,
the only blemish on Kluber ’s line before
Mauer’s home run with two outs in the fourth
was a walk to rookie Miguel Sano in the sec-
ond inning.

BREWERS 3, PHILLIES 1
Wily Peralta pitched seven scoreless innings

and Jean Segura dashed home on a rare two-
base sacrifice fly to lift Milwaukee to a victory
over Philadelphia.

Segura’s scramble came after center fielder
Odubel Herrera and right fielder Domonic
Brown collided in the third inning. According
to STATS, it was the first time a player had
scored from second this season on a sacrifice
fly.

Peralta (3-7) had his best start this year, and
Francisco Rodriguez picked up his 27th save in
27 tries this season despite Chase Utley’s RBI
single.

Utley had four hits for the Phillies, who
squandered a solid start by Adam Morgan (3-
4) by stranding 10 runners. Chris Davis added
a solo home run for the Brewers in the second.

RED SOX 15, MARINERS 1
Travis Shaw hit two home runs and Rusney

Castillo hit one to carry Boston to a 15-1 win
over Seattle, just hours after Red Sox manager
John Farrell announced he’s taking a medical
leave to treat lymphoma. Fighting back tears,
the 53-year-old Farrell said that he had a “high-
ly curable” form of cancer and has taken leave
for the rest of the season.

Shaw had a two-run and solo shot, and
Castillo’s was a two-run homer in Boston’s
highest run total of the season. The Red Sox
finished with a season-high 21 hits and scored
in six of the eight innings they batted. Joe
Kelly (5-6) limited the Mariners to one run and
four in six innings.  He struck out six and
walked two. Mike Montgomery (4-5) gave up
nine runs on 10 hits in just 2 1/3 innings. —AP

MLB results/standings

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
NY Yankees 63 51 .553 -       
Toronto 64 53 .547 0.5   
Baltimore 58 56 .509 5       
Tampa Bay 58 57 .504 5.5   
Boston 51 64 .443 12.5  

Central Division
Kansas City 69 46 .600 -       
Minnesota 57 58 .496 12      
Detroit 55 60 .478 14      
Chicago White Sox 54 59 .478 14      
Cleveland 54 60 .474 14.5  

Western Division
Houston 63 53 .543 -       
LA Angels 60 55 .522 2.5   
Texas 57 57 .500 5       
Seattle 54 62 .466 9       
Oakland 51 66 .436 12.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 63 53 .543 -       
Washington 58 57 .504 4.5   
Atlanta 52 63 .452 10.5  
Miami 46 69 .400 16.5  
Philadelphia 46 70 .397 17      

Central Division
St. Louis 74 41 .643 -       
Pittsburgh 67 46 .593 6       
Chicago Cubs 66 48 .579 7.5   
Cincinnati 51 63 .447 22.5  
Milwaukee 49 68 .419 26      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 65 51 .560 -       
San Francisco 62 53 .539 2.5   
Arizona 56 58 .491 8       
San Diego 55 61 .474 10      
Colorado 47 67 .412 17      

DENVER; San Diego Padres’ Jedd Gyorko follows the flight of his three-run home run off
Colorado Rockies relief pitcher Rafael Betancourt during the seventh inning. —AP

Yankees halt Blue Jays winning streak

Chicago Cubs 6, Chicago White Sox 5; Baltimore 8, Oakland 6 (13 innings); NY Yankees 4, Toronto 3; Boston 15,
Seattle 1; Pittsburgh 3, NY Mets 2 (10 Innings); Atlanta 3, Arizona 2; Texas 5, Tampa Bay 3; Houston 5, Detroit 1;
Kansas City 4, LA Angels 1; Milwaukee 3, Philadelphia 1; Cleveland 6, Minnesota 1; St. Louis 3, Miami 1; San Diego
9, Colorado 5; LA Dodgers 5, Cincinnati 3; San Francisco 8, Washington 5.

TORONTO: Blue Jays’ Josh Donaldson dives safely back to third under the tag attempt by New York Yankees’ Chase Headley during third
inning baseball action. —AP
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GALLE: Sri Lankan team members carry Kumar Sangakkara on their shoulders as they walk around the field to celebrate their win over India by
63 runs in their first Test cricket match. —AP

GALLE: Veteran left-arm spinner Rangana
Herath grabbed seven wickets as Sri Lanka
stunned India by 63 runs in a thrilling first Test
in Galle yesterday.

The tourists, set a victory target of 176 runs,
were skittled for 112 in their second innings
after lunch on the fourth day to give Sri Lanka
the lead in the three-match series.

Ajinkya Rahane top-scored with 36, but only
three other batsmen reached double figures as
India folded up in just 49.5 overs. In a remark-
able turnaround, Sri Lanka won after being
reduced to 95-5 in their second innings before
lunch on the third day, still 98 runs away from
avoiding an innings defeat.

Dinesh Chandimal smashed a brilliant 162
off 169 balls, sharing valuable partnerships
with Lahiru Thirimanne (44) and Jehan Mubarak
(49) to lift the hosts to 367.

India’s hopes of celebrating Independence
Day in style vanished in a dramatic morning
session in which six wickets fell  after the
tourists started the day at 23-1.

The 37-year-old Herath picked up four of
those wickets to finish with seven for 48 in 21
overs, his 22nd five-wicket haul in 61 Tests.
Young off-spinner Tharindu Kaushal backed his
senior partner by taking the other three wick-
ets for 47 runs.

‘SPEECHLESS’ 
Sri Lankan captain Angelo Mathews said he

was “speechless” at clinching victory after his
team was down in the dumps on the third
morning.

“What a turnaround this has been, I am quite
speechless,” he said. “It was a great effort to
come back from where we were.

“Chandimal was outstanding and he single-
handedly got us to a fighting score. The wicket
was pretty demanding and we knew it won’t be
an easy target to chase.

“Rangana is, of course, a quality bowler and
we were really not surprised how well  he

bowled. He may be 37 but he keeps coming up
with such match-winning spells.

“We are a team in transition, so this win is a
real morale-booster. (I) hope we can continue
like this in the remaining two Tests.”

Indian captain Virat Kohli refused to make
excuses, saying the batsmen were unable to
take the pressure of chasing in the fourth
innings.

“We did not counter what was being thrown
at us,” he said. “We should have been more
smart with how we play the spinners.

‘INTENT LACKING’
“The need of the hour in the second innings

was to take calculated risks, but the intent was
lacking. It should be a lesson for all and we
need to improve on that.

“Everyone in the squad is disappointed. We
were let down by our batting.  There are no
excuses. It was a case of us not playing fearless
cricket. We were very tentative.”

It was only the second time Sri Lanka had
defended a target of less than 200. Pakistan, set

168 to win at Galle in 2009, were shot out for
117 with Herath claiming four wickets.

India made a slow start, adding seven runs
in six overs to their overnight score, five of
them coming off the bat of nightwatchman
Ishant Sharma.

Herath, who was brought on to bowl the
seventh over, struck with his first delivery by
trapping Ishant leg-before for 10 and then
bowled Rohit Sharma for four to reduce India to
34-3.

Eleven runs later Kaushal removed Indian
captain and star batsman Virat Kohli for three
as Kaushal Silva took a low, sharp catch at for-
ward short-leg off a bat-pad edge.

First-innings century-maker Shikhar Dhawan
plodded for 83 deliveries to make 28 when he
fell to a superb return catch by Kaushal, who
dived to his left on the follow-through to pluck
the ball. India, who went to lunch at 78-7, were
bowled out an our after resumption, leaving
them with a mountain to climb to save the
series when the second Test starts at the P. Sara
Oval in Colombo on August 20. —AFP

Herath spins Sri Lanka to
dramatic win over India

Sri Lanka 1st innings: 183 (A. Mathews 64, D.
Chandimal 59, R. Ashwin 6-46, A. Mishra 2-20)
India 1st innings: 375 (S. Dhawan 134, V.Kohli 103, W.
Saha 60, T. Kaushal 5-134)
Sri Lanka 2nd innings: 367 (D. Chandimal 162 not out,
L. Thirimanne 44, J. Mubarak 49, R. Ashwin 4-114, A.
Mishra 3-61)

India 2nd innings (overnight 23-1):
L. Rahul lbw b Herath 5
S. Dhawan c and b Kaushal 28
I. Sharma lbw b Herath 10
R. Sharma b Herath 4
V. Kohli c Silva b Kaushal 3
A. Rahane c Mathews b Herath 36

W. Saha st Chandimal b Herath 2
H. Singh c Silva b Herath 1
R. Ashwin c Prasad b Herath 3
A. Mishra c Karunaratne b Kaushal 15
V. Aaron not out 1
Extras: (lb2, w1, nb1) 4
Total (all out, 49.5 overs) 112 
Fall of wickets: 1-12 (Rahul), 2-30 (I. Sharma), 3-34 (R.
Sharma), 4-45 (Kohli), 5-60 (Dhawan), 6-65 (Saha), 7-67
(H. Singh), 8-81 (Ashwin), 9-102 (Rahane), 10-112
(Mishra).  
Bowling: Prasad 4-2-4-0 (nb1), Herath 21-6-48-7, Kaushal
17.5-1-47-3, Pradeep 6-3-8-0, Mathews 1-0-3-0 (w1). 
Sri Lanka won by 63 runs.

SCOREBOARD 
GALLE, Sri Lanka: Final scoreboard on the fourth day of the first Test between Sri Lanka and India at the Galle
International Stadium yesterday:

Jones grabs
lead in Kohler

KOHLER: Australia’s Matt Jones complet-
ed a bogey-free seven-under-par 65 yes-
terday to take a two-stroke lead on 11-
under 133 as the second round conclud-
ed at the 97th PGA Championship.

Jones and fellow Aussie Jason Day
were tied at nine under when a fierce
thunderstorm packing high winds forced
the suspension of play on Friday with 57
players still on the course.

When play resumed, Day was the first
man to reach 10 under with a birdie at
the 16th. But he bogeyed the par-four
18th at Whistling Straits to post a five-
under 67 that gave him sole possession
of second place on nine-under 135.

Jones, who teed off on 10 on Friday,
moved to 10 under with a birdie at the
sixth, and padded his lead with a 50-foot
birdie bomb at the eighth.

“For me, it’s amazing to be in the lead
at a major,” said the 35-year-old, playing
in his eighth grand slam tournament.
“I’ve been in the lead on a tour event, but
a major’s a different story.”

Jones said putting was the key to his
round. “My speed on the greens has
been really good, which is huge for me
when I putt,” said Jones, who was to tee
off in the final group of the third round
with Day at 3:06 p.m. (20:06 GMT).

“I’m going to have fun with it,” Jones
said. “I’m sure I’ll be nervous on the first
tee, but playing with Jason will be great.
England’s Justin Rose parred the 18th to
complete a five-under-par 67 that put
him in third place on 136, one stroke in
front Sweden’s David Lingmerth (70),
American Tony Finau (66) and India’s
Anirban Lahiri (67).

Masters and US Open champion

Jordan Spieth headed a group on six-
under 138.Spieth was looking good as he
completed his five-under 67 on Friday
that left him just one stroke off
Lingmerth’s early clubhouse lead. His
prediction that he’d be four or five back
heading into the third round proved
spot-on. “We’ve got some work to do this
weekend,” Spieth said of his bid to join
Ben Hogan and Tiger Woods as the only
men to win three major titles in one year.

Spieth is also closing in on Rory
McIlroy’s world number one ranking.
McIlroy, playing his first tournament
since the US Open in June after ruptur-
ing an ankle ligament on July 4, shot a
second straight 71 on Friday to lie nine
adrift.

Woods’s feat of winning the last three
majors of 2000 seemed a long time ago
as the 14-time major champion missed
the cut for his third straight major in a
row.

It was another new low for Woods,
who has slumped to 278th in the world
after injury and struggles with changes
to his swing.

He had already missed back-to-back
cuts in grand slam events for the first
time when he flopped at the US and
British Opens. Woods carded a one-over-
par 73 in the second round, but the dam-
age had been done with his three-over
75 in the first and his four-over total of
148 saw him miss the cut by two.

Other notable names who won’t be
around for the weekend include British
Open winner Zach Johnson-doomed by
uncharacteristic struggles with the driv-
er-and former major winners Adam Scott
and Padraig Harrington.—AFP

AUCKLAND: Ma’a Nonu grabbed two
tries as the All Blacks went up a gear and
silenced their critics by scoring 28 unan-
swered points in the second half to
thrash Australia 41-13 at Eden Park in
Auckland on Saturday and retain the
Bledisloe Cup.

Dane Coles and Conrad Smith also
scored tries, while referee Nigel Owens
awarded a penalty try for a high tackle
on scrumhalf Aaron Smith by Quade
Cooper, that resulted in the flyhalf being
sinbinned in the 47th minute.

The All Blacks scored two of their tries
while he was off the field. Dan Carter
added 16 points from the boot in captain
Richie McCaw’s record 142nd test match
as the world champions stamped an
emphatic message to their challengers
they would not relinquish the Webb Ellis
trophy easily next month. Cooper slotted
two first-half penalties while Israel Folau
scored a consolation late try for the visi-
tors, who had hopes of clinching the
Bledisloe Cup for the first time since they
lost it in 2003 after a 27-19 victory in
Sydney last week.

“That was a performance the whole
country can be proud of and we in the
team are incredibly proud of,” All Blacks
coach Steve Hansen said. “It’s more of
what we expect from our group and this
goes to show we were well off the pace
last week.”

While the lessons from Sydney did not
seem to have been learned by the home
side in the opening quarter when they
were error-prone and kicked much of

their possession away, the Wallabies
barely featured in the final 60 minutes.

A turnover by Sam Whitelock deep
inside his own territory after a succession
of Wallabies attacks in the 21st minute
that led to Coles’ try changed the
momentum of the game.

The All Blacks went into halftime with
a narrow 13-6 lead, but came out in the
second half with improved accuracy,
intensity and decision making.

Their forwards cleared out at the
breakdown, phases were built and they
allowed the backs to run more directly at
their opponents.

Carter used that extra space to finally
re-discover his running game that had
appeared to have deserted him for sever-
al years, while Nonu’s hard straight bursts
got them over the advantage line and
punched holes in the defence.

The All Blacks had put the Wallabies
under immense pressure before Cooper’s
indiscretion, though Michael Cheika’s
gamble to play the flyhalf despite his his-
tory of poor performances against the
New Zealanders did not bear fruit.

Several of Cheika’s other selection
gambles, notably Will Skelton, Wycliff
Palu and Henry Speight, were mostly
anonymous and but for Folau’s try from a
wayward cross-kick, the score could have
been more damaging to their confidence
ahead of the World Cup.

“We knew it would be tough but we
got outclassed tonight,” Wallabies cap-
tain Stephen Moore said. “Full credit to
Richie and his team.”—Reuters

All Blacks
destroy Wallabies

AUCKLAND: Richie McCaw of New Zealand lifts the trophy after the All Blacks won
during the Bledisloe Cup rugby union match between the Australian Wallabies and
New Zealand All Blacks. —AFP JAKARTA: Lee Chong Wei of Malaysia cruised

into his fourth straight men’s singles final at the
world championships yesterday, but must over-
come Chinese top seed Chen Long to win his
elusive gold.

Lee, a three-time runner up at badminton’s
most prestigious event, advanced to yet another
title match after swatting aside second seed Jan
O. Jorgensen of Denmark 21-7, 21-19. 

The former world number one is unseeded
for the first time in years at this world champi-
onships, having just returned from an eight-
month ban for doping.

But he has staged a ferocious comeback and
looked dangerous as ever in Jakarta, dismissing
four seeded opponents in his relentless march
towards a maiden world crown.

But to end his gold medal drought the
Malaysian superstar must beat world number
one Chen, who defeated him in last year’s world
championship final and has already won four
titles this season.

“Last year and this year are very different,”
said 32-year-old Lee. “This is my chance, and
maybe my last opportunity.” Jorgensen, who will
take home bronze after his impressive win over
Chinese legend Lin Dan in the quarter finals, was
caught completely off guard as Lee unleashed
his full potential.

“You could say that I forgot how it is to play
Lee Chong Wei,” the Dane said. “Nobody else in
the world has that speed. I think he will win.”

Chen smashed Kento Momota of Japan 21-9,
21-15 to advance to his second straight final, but
acknowledged defending his world title this year
would be no easy task. 

Meanwhile world number one Carolina
Marin, who almost didn’t make the world cham-
pionships due to injury, staged a gripping come-
back against South Korea’s Sung Ji-Hyun to book
a second-straight finals appearance.  The
Spanish top seed and defending champion
screamed in triumph as she emerged victorious
after a 90-minute battle over Sung 21-17, 15-21,
21-16. 

Marin will face second seed Saina Nehwal
after she brushed off local favourite Lindaweni
Fanetri 21-17, 21-17. Marin claimed the first
game against Sung comfortably but lost her

composure in the second, becoming increasing-
ly frustrated as her unforced errors mounted and
her lead slipped away.

She trailed Sung in the third game 13-8
before rallying, taking 10 unanswered points in a
fiery comeback that left her Korean opponent
spinning.”Today I was nervous and sometimes I
was angry with myself because I wasn’t thinking
about what I had to do, I was thinking about the
score,” the 22-year-old European champion told
reporters. 

Sung said she was struggling with stamina
and cramps after enduring an 82-minute quar-
ter-final marathon against Indian shuttler P.V.
Sindhu.

There was a major upset in the men’s doubles
as Indonesia’s Mohammad Ahsan and Hendra
Setiawan upstaged the top-ranked South
Korean pair Lee Yong Dae and Yoo Yeon Seong
21-17, 21-19.

The third-seeded local pair were roared into
the finals by a thundering home crowd, and are
tipped to win Indonesia’s only gold medal of the
tournament when they meet China’s ninth-seed-
ed duo Liu Xiaolong and Qiu Zihan today.

Danish pair Christinna Pedersen and Kamilla
Rytter Juhl have a chance to make history when
they face China’s Tian Qing and Zhao Yunlei in
the women’s doubles finals.

If the fourth-seeded Danes prevail over their
fifth-seeded counterparts it will be the first time
in 12 years a non-Chinese pair have won the
event. For a second year in a row it will be an all-
Chinese affair in the finals of the mixed doubles.

Top-ranked pair Zhang Nan and Zhao Yunlei
defeated resilient Indonesian duo Tontowi
Ahmad and Liliyana Natsir, while fourth seeded
Chinese pair Liu Cheng and Bao Yixin beat their
second seeded compatriots Xu Chen and Ma
Jin.—AFP

Lee books finals rematch against Chen in Jakarta

JAKARTA: Malaysia’s Lee Chong Wei watches the shuttlecock after getting a point from
Denmarkís Jan O Jorgensen, during their menís singles semifinal match at the Badminton
World Federation championships. —AP
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BRNO: Yamaha rider Jorge Lorenzo from Spain cuts a curve to win the MotoGP qualification at the Masaryk circuit in Brno, Czech Republic. —AP

BRNO: Spanish Yamaha rider Jorge Lorenzo
took pole for today’s Czech Republic MotoGP
in Brno after setting a new lap record in
Saturday’s qualifying session.

Reigning champion Marc Marquez, on a
Honda, and championship leader Valentino
Rossi, Lorenzo’s Yamaha teammate, will com-
plete the front row.

The 28-year-old Lorenzo, the 2010 and
2012 champion, clocked 1min 54.989sec on
the 5.4-kilometre (3.36-mile) circuit in the
southern Czech city, wiping off his own record
from Saturday morning’s practice.

Fellow Spaniard Marquez, the 2013 and
2014 champion, stayed just 0.074sec behind
Lorenzo while Italian star Rossi trailed by

0.364sec on a hot and dry afternoon.
Rossi leads the overall standings with 195

points after 10 out of the season’s 18 MotoGP
races, ahead of Lorenzo on 186 and Marquez
with 139.

“Before the qualifying I thought a lap time
similar to the other time I made this morning
was enough to make a pole position but I was
wrong,” said Lorenzo, the last non-Honda rider
to win at Brno in 2010. “I improved a little bit
on braking, I improved a little bit on opening
the throttle,” added Lorenzo, who earned his
second pole this season.

Marquez, who won at Brno in 2013, said he
could see Lorenzo was too fast for him mid-
way through the qualifying session.

“Already there I understood, OK, today the
pole position will be difficult,” said the 22-year-
old, who won the last two MotoGP races.

“We must be happy because yesterday we
were really far... and today we were closer and
closer, maybe not close enough, but for the
race distance I feel happy.”

Rossi, the nine-time world champion across
all categories, said qualifying on the front row
was “very, very important” after a series of
lacklustre qualifying performances.

“Jorge and Marc are very fast from the
beginning and if you start behind, it becomes
impossible to stay with them,” said the 36-
year-old legend, who has won five top-class
races at Brno, the last one in 2009.

“I’m very happy with this result,  also
because we worked very well with the team
and already from this morning we found a
good way but this afternoon we improved the
setting.

“It’s very important to start from the front
row because it will be a very hard race,” added
Rossi, who has made it on to the podium in all
races so far this season.

Italian Ducati duo Andrea Iannone and
Andrea Dovizioso took the fourth and sixth
places respectively, with Britain’s Yamaha rider
Bradley Smith sandwiched between them.

Last year ’s Brno winner Dani Pedrosa,
Marquez’s teammate and compatriot, only
managed ninth spot after a heavy crash in

Friday’s practice.
Weather might be an issue on Sunday as

forecasters predict storms following an
unprecedented heat wave that sent track tem-
peratures soaring to 50 degrees Celsius (122
Fahrenheit) on Friday.

In the Moto2 class, French rider Johann
Zarco, the championship leader, took the pole
position ahead of defending champion Tito
Rabat of Spain and another Spaniard Alex Rins,
all of them on Kalex bikes. 

And in Moto3, Italy’s Niccolo Antonelli on a
Honda earned his first pole position of the sea-
son ahead of two other Honda riders, champi-
onship leader Danny Kent of Britain and
Spain’s Jorge Navarro.—AFP

Lorenzo grabs MotoGP pole

MONTREAL: Novak Djokovic had to fight off an
upset bid from qualifier Ernests Gulbis, defeating
the Latvian 5-7, 7-6 (9/7), 6-1 on Friday to reach
the semi-finals of the Montreal Masters.

But Rafael Nadal, like Djokovic a former
champion at the event, was unable to escape an
on-form Kei Nishikori as the fourth seed sent out
the Spaniard 6-2, 6-4 thanks in part to six dou-
ble-faults from Nadal. The red-hot Nishikori is
riding a wave of momentum from his hardcourt
title last week in Washington and will next face
second seed Andy Murray who beat French
10th-seeded holder Jo-Wilfried Tsonga 6-4, 6-4
and took revenge for a semi-final loss a year ago
in Canada.

Nishikori won his first match against Nadal
after seven losses, taking just under 90 minutes
to advance in his best Canadian showing. “It
took a long time to finally beat him, but I’m very
happy to win my first match against Rafael,” said
Nishikori. “I knew I have to be aggressive, so I
have to change some tactics to play against
Rafa. “Everything was feeling well today. I felt like
everything was going in. “I mean, he’s still not
maybe 100 per cent, but he’s Rafa.” Seventh seed
Nadal was playing in Canada for the first time
since winning his third title here in 2013 and he
now stands 28-7 in the country.

Djokovic found himself down a set and a
break against Gulbis. Gulbis, whose career best
was a Roland Garros semi-final in 2014, has since
gone into a funk in 2015.

But he forced his world number one to save
two match points in the second-set tiebreaker of
a thriller lasting two and a half hours. Djokovic
levelled at a set apiece and re-established order
as he ran away with the third set for the win.
“Ernests was a better player for two sets-unfortu-
nately he missed two match points,” Djkovic said.

“I wasn’t very happy with my game. But you
have to muscle it out sometimes and I had to
put in the effort. “One day you play well, the oth-
er you don’t. It’s important to stay committed to
every point, believe, fight. That’s what gets you
out of trouble.”

Djokovic is bidding for his fourth Canadian
title and the win puts him into a semi-final
against unseeded Jeremy Chardy. Chardy
booked his first career appearance in the semi-
final of an ATP Masters 1000 event, struggling for
three hours to defeat John Isner 6-7 (9/11), 7-6
(15/13), 7-6 (7/4).

Chardy overcame 32 aces from the big
American to reach the final four. The match,
which began two hours late due to rain, lasted
three hours and eight minutes.

“I’m very proud to reach my first Masters
semi-final,” said the 49th-ranked winner who lev-
elled his season record at 18-18. “I was lucky to
come back in the second. “I’m really happy. I
stayed really focused and really strong in my
head the whole match.”

Chardy advanced with 12 aces and a single
break of serve while saving break points on six
of seven occasions. The Frenchman has cast a
spell over Isner in their career meetings, winning
all four of their matches including at Roland
Garros in the second round in May.—AFP

Djokovic reaches semis, 
Nishikori defeats Nadal

MONTREAL: Kei Nishikori, of Japan celebrates his victory over Rafael Nadal of Spain during the
quarter finals of the Rogers Cup tennis tournament. —AP

Serena dominates Vinci
TORONTO: World number one Serena Williams
continued her march towards her fourth Toronto
title Friday with a 6-4, 6-3 dismantling of Italy’s
Roberta Vinci in the quarter-finals of the WTA
Rogers Cup.

The 33-year-old Williams extended her
Toronto match win streak to 14, powering her
way past Vinci by blasting 12 aces in the 78-
minute centre court match.

“Overall it was well fought,” Williams said. “I
definitely feel it’s another step in the right direc-
tion. “I don’t feel like I’m at my best or anywhere
near it, but it’s the right direction and I want to
keep going.” She moves on to face 18-year-old
Belinda Bencic in the semi-finals at the hard-
court warm-up event for the US Open, the year’s
final Grand Slam tournament that begins August
31.

Williams could win her fifth Grand Slam title
in a row and complete a calendar year Grand
Slam by defending her US Open crown. That
would also give her 22 Grand Slam singles titles,
matching Steffi Graf for the most in the Open
era.

Williams won in Toronto in her last two
appearances in 2011 and 2013. Her first title here
came in 2001. She pulled out of the Stanford
tournament last week with an elbow injury but
says it is no longer a problem.”I had a day off and
it really helped. The last couple of matches it was

OK,” she said.  Williams won 76 percent of her
first serve points and saved five of six break
points on her serve. Vinci, who reached the final
of the Nurnberg tournament earlier this year,
made four double faults and won just 40 percent
of her second serve points. The world number 53
lost in the first round at Wimbledon and the
French Open this year.

Williams next plays Swiss Bencic who beat
fifth seeded Ana Ivanovic in straight sets 6-4, 6-2
in a night match. Romanian second seed Simona
Halep advanced to the semi-finals by roaring
back to defeat Polish sixth seed Agnieszka
Radwanska 0-6, 6-3, 6-1.

Halep next will face Italy’s Sara Errani, who
defeated Ukraine qualifier Lesia Tsurenko 6-4, 6-
4 in another semi-final. Radwanska won the first
seven games of the match and looked in control.
But Halep battled to 3-3 in the second set and
then seized command, winning eight games in a
row to reach the brink of victory.

Radwanska held at love in the penultimate
game but Halep matched her in the concluder to
claim her 300th career singles victory after one
hour and 40 minutes on the court. “It was a
tough match,” Halep said. “She played an amaz-
ing first set. I couldn’t move my legs first set. I
made many mistakes,” she said. “But I kept my
concentration and changed a few things and
was able to come back.”—AFP

ATLANTA: Tennessee Titans quarterback Marcus Mariota (8) lies on the field after
being sacked by Atlanta Falcons defensive tackle Tyson Jackson (94) during the first
half of an NFL football preseason game. —AP

Falcons soar over Titans
ATLANTA: Tennessee rookie quarterback
Marcus Mariota, whose first two drives end-
ed with an interception and a fumble,
recovered to lead a touchdown drive in the
Titans’ 31-24 loss to the Atlanta Falcons in a
preseason opener Friday night.

Atlanta’s Matt Ryan completed all six
passes for 86 yards on his only possession,
including a 13-yard touchdown to Julio
Jones.

With the assistance of Mariota’s early
turnovers, the Falcons led 17-0 behind new
coach Dan Quinn before the Titans pulled
even at 24. Michael Ford’s 1-yard touch-
down run midway through the fourth quar-
ter snapped the tie.

Mariota, the No. 2 overall draft pick,
went 7 of 8 for 94 yards. Paul Worrilow
returned Mariota’s fumble 14 yards for a
touchdown.

PANTHERS 25, BILLS 24
Joe Webb’s short pass to running back

Brandon Wegher led to a 42-yard touch-
down with 54 seconds left and Carolina
won it on a 2-point conversion.

The Panthers’ third-string quarterback
hit Paul Browning for the 2-pointer to seal
the victory, as coach Ron Rivera went for
the win rather than have an exhibition
game decided in overtime.

The loss spoiled new Bills coach Rex
Ryan’s first game at Ralph Wilson Stadium.
Fired by the New York Jets at the end of last
season, he was hired by Buffalo to replace
Doug Marrone, who stepped down abrupt-
ly on Dec. 31. The Bills were in a position to
win after EJ Manuel put them ahead 24-17
by hitting receiver Deonte Thompson in
stride for a 51-yard touchdown late in the
third quarter.

BENGALS 23, GIANTS 10
Andy Dalton completed all three of his

passes, and the Bengals’ starting offense
was impressive in its only drive. Dalton was
3 for 3 for 31 yards, including a 3-yard
touchdown pass to Mohamed Sanu. Coach

Marvin Lewis decided that was enough,
resting his starting offense after only 2 min-
utes, 55 seconds on the field.

Dalton had completions of 12, 16 and 3
yards, and Jeremy Hill ran twice for 15
yards. It was much different for the Giants’
starters. Eli Manning and the rest of the
offense stayed on the field until early in the
second quarter, managing only one first
down and 38 yards in four series. The teams
practiced against each other for two days
last week without incident.

JAGUARS 23, STEELERS 21
Ben Roethlisberger threw a 44-yard

touchdown pass to Martavis Bryant on the
opening drive, and Pittsburgh was much
more proficient in its second preseason
game. The Jaguars (1-0) were the real los-
ers, though. Tight end Julius Thomas
injured a finger on his left hand on the
team’s second play and did not return.

The Steelers (0-2) managed just three
points and 191 yards in a 14-3 loss to
Minnesota in the Hall of Fame game last
Sunday. Roethlisberger, running back
Le’Veon Bell, receiver Antonio Brown and
several other starters sat out. The trio came
up big in just six plays of work against the
Jaguars.

Roethlisberger completed all three pass-
es for 59 yards, including a perfectly lobbed
deep ball to Bryant on third down. Bell car-
ried twice for 18 yards.  And Brown caught
the only ball throw in his direction.

RAIDERS 18, RAMS 3
Derek Carr completed three passes to

Oakland rookie receiver Amari Cooper on
an opening field-goal drive and the Raiders
won their exhibition opener under new
coach Jack Del Rio.

Carr kept looking for Cooper and threw
an interception to Trumaine Johnson in the
end zone on the second drive before leav-
ing for the night. Nick Foles drove the Rams
to a field goal on his first drive, but that’s all
St. Louis could generate.—AP
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GERMANY: Bremen’s Austrian midfielder Zlatko Junuzovic tries to score with a free kick during the German First Division Bundesliga football match against Schalke 04. —AFP

BERLIN: Borussia Dortmund threw down the
gauntlet to defending champions Bayern
Munich yesterday with a 4-0 drubbing of
Borussia Moenchengladbach on the opening
weekend of the new Bundesliga season.

After Jurgen Klopp resigned last season,
Dortmund’s new coach Thomas Tuchel began
his tenure in emphatic style with left winger
Henrikh Mkhitaryan scoring twice as Marco
Reus and Pierre-Emerick Aubameyang also
netted.

Bayern began their quest for an historic
fourth successive title when they routed
Hamburg 5-0 at home on Friday. But 2012
German champions Dortmund suggested Pep
Guardiola’s Bavarians may not have it all their
own way this season by hammering Gladbach,

who finished third last season.  “The defeat
was clearly deserved. Full stop. Dortmund
were much better,” admitted Gladbach coach
Lucien Favre. “The tempo was too high for us, I
have to say. We couldn’t control the game.”

Dortmund took the lead after just 15 min-
utes when Germany winger Reus hammered
home Shinji Kawaga’s pass, while
Aubameyang added their second when he
headed home Marcel Schmelzer’s pin-point
cross six minutes later.

To the delight of the home supporters in
the 81,359-strong crowd, Dortmund made it
3-0 at half-time when Mkhitaryan slotted
home on 33 minutes after Aubameyang had
torn the Gladbach defence to pieces. The
Armenia international added Dortmund’s

fourth and his second on 50 minutes when he
drilled home Reus’ final pass with
Aubameyang also waiting to score.

It could have been five as Kagawa, who was
outstanding in the attacking midfield, ham-
mered his shot wide of the post soon after.
Dortmund have also won their two Europa
League games, and a German Cup match, this
season by scoring 12 goals without reply.

“We have won all of our four games so far
this season without conceding. We have
played very well until now, but any big praise
is still too early,” said Dortmund captain Mats
Hummels. Earlier, Bayer Leverkusen warmed
up for their Champions League play-off clash
at Lazio on Tuesday with a 2-1 comeback win
against Hoffenheim. Leverkusen face Lazio

away on Tuesday, with the return on August
26, for a place in the Champions League group
stage and 19-year-old Julian Brandt came off
the bench to score their winner at home to
Hoffenheim. Newly-promoted Ingolstadt cele-
brated their debut in Germany’s top flight with
a 1-0 win at Mainz as Austria international
Lukas Hinterseer scored their second-half win-
ner. Fellow new boys Darmstadt finished their
first game in the Bundesliga for 33 years with a
2-2 draw against Hanover in an action-packed
match.

Schalke picked up their first win under new
coach Andre Breitenreiter with a 3-0 victory at
Werder Bremen. The hosts conceded an
unlucky first-half own goal when Czech
defender Theodor Gebre Selassie beat Schalke

striker Klaas-Jan Huntelaar to the ball, but his
clearance looped over Werder goalkeeper
Felix Wiedwald and into his own net.

Cameroon striker Eric Choupo-Moting con-
verted a pass from his international team-
mate Joel Matip on 68 minutes before
Huntelaar finished off a superb counter-attack
on 85 minutes by 19-year-old substitute Leroy
Sane, who had just come on.

Meanwhile, Paraguay striker Raul Bobadilla
penned a contract extension at Augsburg until
2018 only to be sent off just 45 minutes into
the new Bundesliga season on Saturday in his
team’s 1-0 defeat at home to Hertha Berlin.

Last season’s runners-up Wolfsburg are at
home to Eintracht Frankfurt on Sunday, while
Stuttgart are at home to Cologne.—AFP

Dortmund rout Gladbach to open Tuchel era

SPAIN: Barcelona’s Pedro Rodriguez (right) duels for the ball with Athletic Bilbao’s Markel Susaeta (left) and Aymeric Laporte (center) during
their Spanish Super Cup soccer match first leg at San Mames stadium. —AP

MADRID: European champions Barcelona were
stunned by an Aritz Aduriz hat-trick and bril-
liant opener from Mikel San Jose as Athletic
Bilbao took a 4-0 lead into the second-leg of
the Spanish Super Cup.

Barca had picked up their fourth trophy of
the year in Tbilisi on Tuesday with a 5-4 win
over Sevilla in extra time in the UEFA Super
Cup.

But those exertions clearly took their toll as
an under-strength side was dominated from
the off by the Basques who exacted revenge for
defeat in the Copa del Rey final back in May.

San Jose fired in a volley from just inside the
Barca half to break the deadlock before Aduriz
struck three times in 15 second-half minutes to
give Ernesto Valverde’s side a huge advantage
heading into Monday’s second-leg.

“To score four against Barcelona is almost
impossible. We are very satisfied with our work
but the second leg is still to come and it is
going to be very tough,” Aduriz told Spanish TV
station Telecinco. “We cannot think that Barca
in their stadium can’t score four goals. They are
the best and capable of doing anything.”

Barca’s defensive deficiencies had been laid
bare in blowing a 4-1 lead against Sevilla that
forced them into an energy-sapping extra 30

minutes in the Georgian capital. However, with
Gerard Pique among four first-team regulars
rested the Catalans were even more of a sham-
bles at the back and this time couldn’t be res-
cued by an off-colour Luis Suarez and Lionel
Messi. It is the first time in 14 years that the
Catalans have conceded four times in two con-
secutive games. “It is going to be difficult, but
we have won many matches by many goals and
we will try until the last minute,” said a defiant
Javier Mascherano.

“It is a one-off situation. They had four or
five chances and scored four.  Obviously that is
not normal, especially given how we finished
last season, but don’t count us out yet.

“Now we have to correct what we did
wrong, but above all prepare for the return leg.”
San Jose began an unforgettable night for the
hosts in fitting fashion as he pounced on Marc-
Andre Ter Stegen’s headed clearance to fire the
ball beyond the German ‘keeper from just
beyond the halfway line.

Barca slowly began to get back into the
game, but they didn’t seriously threaten until
first-half stoppage time when Pedro Rodriguez
was clipped on the edge of the area.

Messi scored twice from free-kicks against
Sevilla in midweek and couldn’t have struck

this one much better as Gorka Iraizoz flew to
his right to claw the ball away from the top cor-
ner with an outstretched hand. The visitors
twice came close to an equaliser at the start of
the second period as Pedro fired off the under-
side of the bar before Iraizoz made another bril-
liant save to deny Messi from Suarez’s clever
cut-back. However, the game turned back in
Athletic’s favour when Sabin Merino beat Dani
Alves for pace and his cross was powerfully
headed home by Aduriz.

More poor defending from Luis Enrique’s
men was punished nine minutes later as the
ball ricocheted around the area before Aduriz
smashed home on the turn.

And the veteran str iker was given the
chance to complete his hat-trick when Alves
was adjudged to have pulled down Borja
Etxeita from a corner and Aduriz confidently
sent Ter Stegen the wrong way from the spot.
Messi and Suarez tried to lift the visitors in the
final quarter, but even they couldn’t find a way
past a resolute Athletic defence. Barca now
have a huge mountain to climb at the Camp
Nou on Monday if they are to maintain their
push to emulate Pep Guardiola’s Barca side
which won six trophies in a calendar year six
years ago.—AFP

Bilbao thrash Barca 4-0

GLASGOW: Stuart Armstrong grabbed a dou-
ble as Celtic warmed up for their crucial
Champions League qualifier against Malmo
with a 4-2 defeat of Inverness Caledonian
Thistle yesterday.

Mikel Lustig headed in the opener in the
eighth minute before Leigh Griffiths nodded
home a second four minutes later. Armstrong
sent a curling 55th minute strike past Owain
Williams before making it 4-0 with a low drive
in the 69th minute.

With the contest seemingly over substi-
tute Ryan Christie pulled one back in the 71st
minute with fellow substitute Dani Lopez
halving the deficit seven minutes later. The
win keeps Celtic second in the Scottish
Premiership on 10 points to continue their
unbeaten start before Wednesday’s visit of
Swedish champions Malmo. “The response
from the game against Kilmarnock was very
good,” a delighted Celtic manager Ronny
Deila said.

“That was a very good team performance
from us and I’m very happy to see that.”
Inverness manager John Hughes was disap-
pointed in the manner his side had conceded.

“We shot ourselves in the foot. The first
goal was from a free-kick, the second was a
cross and the third came after we gave the
ball away cheaply,” Hughes said. “We got a bit
of pride back in the second half and I think
we showed we aren’t a bad side.”

Hearts remain top of the table as they
maintained their 100 per cent start to the

campaign with a 2-1 win away to Ross
County. Scott Brown’s return to captain Celtic
after an absence of two games was one of
five changes for the Hoops as Deila fielded a
full-strength line-up following their midweek
draw with Kilmarnock. Celtic were on the
front foot from the start and soon found
themselves in front. 

Stefan Johansen floated a free-kick to the
far post where Lustig sent a header down into
the turf and bouncing in. Inverness barely
had time to regroup before Celtic added a
second.  Some fancy footwork on the wing
gave Nir Bitton space to swing in a cross to
the back post where Griffiths leapt above his
marker to nod down in to the bottom corner.

A free-flowing passing move ended with a
Johansen effort coming back off the bar
before a follow-up shot from Stuart
Armstrong was stopped on the line by Ross
Draper. Celtic goalkeeper Craig Gordon had
been a virtual spectator but was called into
action just before the break when he had to
be alert to tip over a dipping shot from
Andrea Mbuyi-Mutombo.

It took just 10 minutes of the second
half for Celtic to add to their advantage.
Johansen’s low shot was palmed away by
Williams but Griffiths chased the ball down
on the wing and picked out Armstrong,
who sent a curling shot beyond the keeper.
Armstrong capped off an impressive dis-
play  with a  second str ike  in  the 69th
minute. —AFP

Armstrong gives 
Celtic Euro lift

Platini warned me 
of prison — Blatter

PARIS: FIFA president Sepp Blatter has
alleged UEFA counterpart Michel Platini
warned him he faced prison if he did not
withdraw from the world football governing
body’s presidential race.

Speaking exclusively to Dutch newspaper
de Volkskrant, Blatter claimed the warning, in
which Platini allegedly said Blatter would go
to jail if he did not withdraw from May’s FIFA
presidential race, was made to the Swiss offi-
cial’s brother. But a source close to Platini,
contacted by AFP, described the claim as
“ridiculous”. Blatter said he found his 80-year-
old brother Peter crying at the FIFA congress
in Zurich in May, where the 79-year-old
Blatter was re-elected for a fifth FIFA term,
before later vowing to step down and hold
new elections.

“During lunch, Platini had sat down at my
brother’s table and said: ‘Tell Sepp to with-
draw from the election or he will  go to
prison’,” said Blatter.

Blatter claimed the exchange happened
before the elections but his brother only told
him about it afterwards. “This complete fabri-
cation is the latest in a series of attempts from
Zurich to distract everyone from the prob-

lems FIFA is confronted with,” a source close
to Platini told AFP.

“The UEFA president will not dignify these
ridiculous allegations with a response.” Blatter
continued his claims by saying he felt
betrayed by Platini, 60, who is the favourite to
succeed the Swiss in February’s new election.
“You know, there was a time when our rela-
tionship was like that of a father and his son,”
said Blatter. 

“He worked for me for four years at FIFA,
after the 1998 World Cup in France. Together
we prepared his board memberships of both
UEFA and FIFA. In 2007, he also became presi-
dent of UEFA, with my direct support.”

Blatter said Platini has “changed” but that
he does not know why the UEFA chief, a for-
mer France international player and coach,
should have turned against him.

“You will have to ask him about his charac-
ter. I don’t know what goes on in his head,”
said Blatter. Although Blatter was re-elected,
despite a corruption scandal engulfing the
whole process after seven FIFA officials were
arrested over accusations of bribery, the Swiss
announced four days later that he would
resign. —AFP
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Leicester 2 2 0 0 6 3 6
Man Utd 2 2 0 0 2 0 6
Everton 2 1 1 0 5 2 4
Swansea 2 1 1 0 4 2 4
Man City 1 1 0 0 3 0 3
Crystal Palace 1 1 0 0 3 1 3
West Ham 2 1 0 1 3 2 3
Liverpool 1 1 0 0 1 0 3
Norwich 2 1 0 1 4 4 3
Aston Villa 2 1 0 1 1 1 3

Watford 2 0 2 0 2 2 2
Chelsea 1 0 1 0 2 2 1
Stoke 2 0 1 1 2 3 1
Tottenham 2 0 1 1 2 3 1
Newcastle 2 0 1 1 2 4 1
Southampton 2 0 1 1 2 5 1
West Brom 2 0 1 1 0 3 1
Bournemouth 1 0 0 1 0 1 0
Arsenal 1 0 0 1 0 2 0
Sunderland 2 0 0 2 3 7 0

Southampton 0 Everton 3 (Lukaku 22, 45, Barkley 84); Sunderland 1 (Watmore 88)
Norwich 3 (Martin 26, Whittaker 37, Redmond 57); Swansea 2 (Gomis 9, Ayew 52)
Newcastle 0; Tottenham 2 (Dier 19, Chadli 45+2) Stoke 2 (Arnautovic 78-pen, Diouf 83);
Watford 0 West Brom 0; West Ham 1 (Payet 55) Leicester 2 (Okazaki 27, Mahrez 38).

Playing today
Crystal Palace v Arsenal, Manchester City v Chelsea

Playing tomorrow
Liverpool v Bournemouth

English Premier League table after yesterday’s matches (played, won, drawn, lost, goals
for, goals against, points):

EPL results/standings

SOUTHAMPTON: Romelu Lukaku scored his first
Premier League brace since November 2013 and
Ross Barkley added a late third as Everton
recorded a fine 3-0 win at Southampton yester-
day.

Belgium striker Lukaku only managed 10
league goals last season, but he is up and run-
ning after two moments of class and an all-
round display of brilliance won this match for
the visitors before the break. For his first goal,
Lukaku headed in off the bar on 22 minutes
even though the ball was slightly behind him
from Arouna Kone’s cross.

Then, seconds before the break, he started
and finished a move, scoring with a left-foot fin-
ish from the edge of the area. He departed to a
standing ovation from the away fans, having
been applauded by the home fans prior to kick-
off when he went into the stand to apologise for
hitting a Southampton supporter with the ball
during the warm-up.

Both sides made one change to their teams

after 2-2 draws on the opening day-Everton’s at
home to Watford, Southampton’s at Newcastle
United.

Everton brought in Kone for Kevin Mirallas
and Southampton replaced Jay Rodriguez with
Shane Long. Southampton manager Ronald
Koeman was able to take his place on the bench
again following an Achilles operation, although
he spent the 90 minutes in his seat.

The home players had worn ‘ Thank you
Markus’ T-shirts during the warm-up in tribute to
their former owner Markus Liebherr, who passed
away five years ago.

Everton started the game on the front foot
and Lukaku, a £28 million ($43.8 million, 39.4
million euros) signing from Chelsea last year, was
brought down right on the edge of the area by
Matt Targett. Barkley’s free-kick deflected wide
off the wall and moments later Kone saw a shot
diverted wide.

The Merseysiders’ start was a sign of things to
come, but it was Southampton who probably
should have opened the scoring. Saido Mane ran
through on goal but his shot was saved by Tim
Howard. Within seconds, Everton had gone
down to the other end of the pitch to  score,
with Lukaku converting Kone’s right-wing cross
for his first goal of the season.

Roberto Martinez’s side should have had a
second shortly afterwards, with new signing
Tom Cleverley completely missing the target on
the rebound after Barkley’s shot from Lukaku’s

pass was parried by Maarten Stekelenburg.
Southampton pressed for an equaliser, with

Graziano Pelle attempting to flick home Dusan
Tadic’s cross, but Howard was able to gather
comfortably.

Lukaku, though, was proving to be a real
handful for the Saints defenders and he all but
finished the game before the half-time whistle.

The 22-year-old won the ball off Maya
Yoshida and played Barkley in before receiving
the ball back. Lukaku’s cool, low finish, following
a powerful, driving run, gave Stekelenburg little
chance.

Former Chelsea midfielder Oriol Romeu came
on at the break for his Southampton debut in
place of Tadic but he was unable to change the
outcome of the match as Everton happily pro-
tected their lead in the second half.

Martinez’s men played the counter-attacking
game effectively, although Pelle did go close
from a Steven Davis corner. Rodriguez replaced a
quiet Long and immediately put himself about
up front, while a 30-yard strike from Mane was
pushed away by Howard.

Victor Wanyama also struck over from dis-
tance but Southampton never put the Everton
defence under any sustained pressure. It was left
to England midfielder Barkley to complete the
scoring. He added a third six minutes from time
with a composed finish after Lukaku’s strength
and Seamus Coleman’s pass had set up the
chance.—AFP

LONDON: Southampton’s Victor Wanyama (right) and Everton’s John Stones battle for the ball during the English Premier League soccer match. —AP

Lukaku brace leaves 
Saints awaiting take-off

Southampton 0 

Everton 3

Leicester down Hammers

LONDON: Leicester climbed to the top of
the Premier League as Japan striker Shinji
Okazaki’s first goal for his new club inspired
a 2-1 win at West Ham yesterday.

Okazaki, a £7 million ($10 million) pre-
season signing from German club Mainz,
opened the scoring at Upton Park and
Riyad Mahrez added Leicester’s second
goal before half-time.

Dimitri Payet reduced the deficit after
the break, but Claudio Ranieri’s side held
on for a victory that took them above
Manchester United on goal difference after
West Ham goalkeeper Adrian was sent off
in stoppage-time.

Leicester had started the season with an
impressive thrashing of Sunderland last
weekend continuing the momentum of
their escape from relegation under previ-
ous boss Nigel Pearson last season.

They had failed to win any of their last
20 Premier League matches in London and
lost on all six of their visits to the English
capital last season.

But that dismal record was put to bed in
emphatic fashion in the East End. West
Ham enjoyed a fine 2-0 win at Arsenal on
opening day and one of the stand-outs in
that shock result was 16-year-old midfield-

er Reece Oxford. Oxford came close to
opening the scoring when he met a Payet
free-kick with a header that deflected over,
but he looked more like a boy amongst
men on this occasion and was eventually
taken off at half-time.

By that point, Ranieri’s team had firmly
taken control. In midweek, Leicester striker
Jamie Vardy had been given a substantial
fine after a British newspaper published a
video allegedly showing the England inter-
national abusing a Japanese man at a casi-
no.

The situation could have caused prob-
lems for Ranieri given that Vardy’s strike
partner is Okazaki, but the Japan star had
“taken no offence” about his team-mate’s
behaviour, according to Ranieri, and the
pair backed up their manager’s faith by
combining for Leicester ’s 26th minute
opener.

Vardy clipped a fine pass to Okazaki and
although his initial volley was well saved by
Adrian he kept his composure to steer in
the rebound with his head.

Dominating possession, Leicester swept
forward to double their lead in the 38th
minute and again Okazaki played a key
role.

Okazaki’s pass picked out Marc
Albrighton in a dangerous position on the
left wing and he sent the ball into Mahrez’s
path for the Algerian midfielder to sweep
home a powerful first-time finish for his
third goal of the season.

Payet gave West Ham a lifeline when the
former Marseille playmaker struck in the
55th minute, taking Cheikhou Kouyate’s
pass and firing into the top corner.

LONDON: Leicester City’s Shinji Okazaki (right) scores his side’s first goal of the game
during their English Premier League soccer match against West Ham at Upton Park.
—AP

LONDON: Manchester City will attempt to
exploit the internal turmoil at Chelsea and
land an early blow in this season’s Premier
League title race when the sides face off
today.

Chelsea’s week has been dominated by
the fall-out from manager Jose Mourinho’s
criticism of first-team doctor Eva Carneiro and
physiotherapist Jon Fearn for running onto
the pitch to treat Eden Hazard when the team
were down to 10 men in last weekend’s 2-2
draw with Swansea City.

Widely criticised over the incident,
Mourinho confirmed on Friday that the pair
have been demoted-temporarily, according
to him-and will not be on the bench at the
Etihad Stadium.

The Swansea game already represented
an underwhelming start to Chelsea’s title
defence after five games without victory in
pre-season, with goalkeeper Thibaut
Courtois’s dismissal ruling him out of today’s
contest. City, in contrast, opened with an
impressive 3-0 win at West Bromwich Albion
that sent Manuel Pellegrini’s side to the top of
the standings after the first round of fixtures.

Raheem Sterling is settling in after his £49
million ($76.7 million, 68.9 million euros)
switch from Liverpool, Sergio Aguero is near-
ing full  fitness following his post-Copa
America break and Yaya Toure suggested he
was ready to put last season’s troubles behind
him with a goal and an assist at The
Hawthorns. Today’s game, meanwhile, will be
the first at the Etihad since the opening of a
new 6,000-seat tier on the South Stand and
the addition of 1,500 extra pitch-side seats,
taking the capacity to 55,097 — another sign
of the club’s growing ambition.

Victory would put City five points above
Chelsea and although it is early days,
Pellegrini knows that Sunday’s encounter rep-

resents an opportunity to disrupt the stride of
a title rival.

“We are not thinking about the title in the
second game, but we are thinking about try-
ing to win our points at home, especially as
we are playing against the champions and
one of the teams that has a lot of chances to
win the title,” he said. “It is the same as
Manchester United, Arsenal,  Liverpool,
Tottenham-all the big teams.”

Aguero came off the bench against West
Brom, but it may be too soon for last season’s
top scorer to start,  which would mean
Wilfried Bony continuing to lead the line.

For Chelsea, Asmir Begovic will make his
competitive full debut, having come on
against Swansea following Courtois’s second-
half dismissal for felling Bafetimbi Gomis.

Oscar is a doubt with a knock sustained in
training, but Diego Costa is in line to play,
having allayed fears about the condition of
his hamstrings by completing 90 minutes
against Swansea.

Even by Mourinho’s stormy standards, it
has been a challenging week, as medical pro-
fessionals from within the game have queued
up to criticise him over his perplexing treat-
ment of Carneiro and Fearn.—AFP

Man City eye chance to 
add to Chelsea’s woes

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

English Premier League
Crystal Palace v Arsenal 15:30
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Man City v Chelsea 18:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD

WATFORD: West Brom’s new club-record sign-
ing Salomon Rondon made his debut as his
side secured their first point of the season in a
goalless draw at promoted Watford yesterday.

Venezuela international Rondon, a £12 mil-
l ion ($19 mil l ion) signing from Zenit St
Petersburg, came off the bench as Tony Pulis’
side looked to bounce back from their 3-0
opening defeat by Manchester City.

And the visitors nearly claimed the three
points at Vicarage Road but for Burundi striker
Saido Berahino to send the ball wide with ten
minutes to go.

The draw leaves Watford searching for their
first win in eight home games against West
Brom with Saturday’s clash their first top flight
meeting in nearly 20 years.

Watford had made an encouraging start to
life in the Premier League last weekend with a
2-2 draw away to Everton. And Quique Sanchez
Flores’s side got off to the brighter start with
two chances in the first five minutes. West Brom
goalkeeper Boaz Myhill was kept busy with a
Troy Deeney header followed by an attempt
from Nigerian striker Odion Ighalo.

Berahino headed too high for West Brom
after 28 minutes from a Rickie Lambert corner.
And in the last action of the first half Ighalo
fired just over.Back after the break, Spanish

midfielder Jurado missed a chance to put the
hosts ahead as Allan Nyom, Watford’s new
Cameroon right-back, also looked dangerous.
Nyom, who arrived from Udinese, broke away
and ran the length of the field before firing a
ferocious drive at Myhill from the edge of the
area.

Deeney had another chance moments later
when he met Ikechi Anya’s cross at the far post,
but Myhill was able to block the header and
Jonas Olsson cleared.

Pulis brought on Rondon with half an hour
to go and the Venezuelan’s introduction briefly
sparked West Brom into life. Rondon’s first
action was a powerful run into the Watford box,
but poor  finishing saw it come to nothing.

And Berahino could have won it with 10
minutes left when Gareth McAuley headed
Chris Brunt’s cross back across goal, but the
Tottenham target headed wide. —AFP

West Brom in drab stalemate
Watford 0 

West Brom 0

LONDON: Watford’s Miguel Layun (left) and West Bromwich Albion’s James Morrison battle for the ball during their English Premier League soc-
cer match. —AP

Leicester2

West Ham



LONDON: Both teams claimed their first point
of the Premier League season, but Stoke City
were comfortably the happier after fighting
back to draw 2-2 at Tottenham Hotspur yester-
day. Eric Dier put Tottenham ahead after 19
minutes and Nacer Chadli added a second on
the cusp of half-time before substitutions on
both sides turned the game.

Tottenham lost focus after the departure of
Harry Kane and Stoke were given new impetus
by the introduction of Joselu and, especially,
Stephen Ireland.

A foul on Joselu by Toby Alderweireld gave
Stoke a way back into the game, Marko
Arnautovic converting the penalty, and it was
Ireland’s cross that Mame Biram Diouf headed
home to level the scores. Spurs had the first
shot at White Hart Lane this term, Christian
Eriksen drawing a save from Jack Butland at his
near post after taking advantage of an error in
the Stoke defence.

And Butland went down full-length again
two minutes later to push away a free-kick from
the same player after Glenn Whelan had imped-
ed Dier 22 yards out.

Stoke’s first chance was a gift from returning
Spurs goalkeeper Hugo Lloris, who miskicked
an attempted pass out of his penalty area
straight to Diouf.

The Senegal forward attempted to return it

with interest, but his hard, low shot was blocked
by a combination of Ryan Mason and the goal-
keeper.

Mason had a fierce goal-bound shot headed
away by Marc Muniesa after 18 minutes follow-
ing a lapse by Arnautovic, who had failed to fol-
low Kyle Walker’s run.

But it only delayed the entry of the ball into
Stoke’s net as Eriksen’s corner from the left was
glanced in at the near post by the head of Dier.
The visitors needed to reply, but they were get-
ting very little from some of their big names.

Ibrahim Afellay was invisible in midfield,
while Arnautovic looked uninterested unless
the ball was at his feet. They were lucky not to
fall further behind after 36 minutes when a long
pass from Eriksen set Chadli away, but his touch
was heavy and he ran the ball harmlessly into
the arms of Butland. Spurs could not afford to
think the match was already won, though, as
Arnautovic reminded them three minutes
before the interval when he exchanged passes
with Marco van Ginkel and sent a low, left-foot
shot across goal.

Two minutes later, Lloris pulled off an aston-
ishing reflex save to repel Diouf’s close-range
header from Jonathan Walters’ nodded pass.

Having nearly scored a second goal when
Butland blocked Mason’s shot, Spurs doubled
the lead in first-half injury time, Chadli hooking
home Ben Davies’s cross after Kane had sent the
left-back scampering down the left.

Eriksen seemed to have put a third on a
plate for Kane six minutes into the second half
with a clever pass between two defenders, but
Butland got a strong hand to Kane’s first-time
shot and it rebounded to safety. That would
have been even more important if Lloris had
not blocked another header by Diouf or substi-
tute Joselu had not headed over the bar when
unmarked from Afellay’s corner. — AFP
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SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s goalkeeper Costel Pantilimon (left) vies for the ball
with Norwich City’s Nathan Redmon (right) during their English Premier League
soccer match.— AP

SUNDERLAND: Sunderland’s dreadful start to the
Premier League season continued yesterday as Dick
Advocaat’s side slumped to a 3-1 defeat at home to a
rampant Norwich City.

Scottish international duo Russell Martin and Steven
Whittaker both struck in the first half for the Canaries,
with Nathan Redmond putting them out of sight after
the restart and substitute Duncan Watmore getting a
goal back late on.

It is a welcome first win of the fledgling campaign for
Alex Neil’s promoted side, who lost 3-1 at home to
Crystal Palace on the opening day, but it is already look-
ing like a crisis at the Stadium of Light. Advocaat’s team,
who only just avoided relegation at the end of last sea-
son, were awful in going down 4-2 at Leicester City last
weekend and this performance will have left supporters
deeply concerned about their prospects for this cam-
paign.

French international midfielder Yann M’Vila was
handed his Black Cats debut after signing on loan from
Russian side Rubin Kazan, but it proved to be a forget-
table occasion for him on a sunny afternoon in the
north-east. Norwich opened the scoring in the 26th
minute when Costel Pantilimon’s parry from a Robbie
Brady shot fell straight at the feet of Martin, leaving the

Norwich inflict
more misery on

Sunderland

Sunderland 1

Norwich 3

SWANSEA: Bafetimbi Gomis and Andre Ayew
scored as Swansea City beat 10-man
Newcastle United 2-0 yesterday to leave the
visitors without a win after two Premier
League games.

Gomis struck in the ninth minute to give
Garry Monk’s side the lead and after Newcastle
full-back Daryl Janmaat had been sent off for a
second yellow card, in the 41st minute, Ayew

claimed his second goal of the season. The
result left Monk’s men in fourth place in the
nascent standings, while the performance at
the Liberty Stadium suggested that they can
aspire to even greater heights than last sea-
son’s eighth-place finish. Having helped them-
selves to a valuable point at champions
Chelsea seven  days previously, Swansea
began this game with real confidence, with
Jonjo Shelvey once again dictating the pace of
the game.

The former Liverpool man delivered pass
after pass, with genuine menace, and played
the leading role as Swansea took an early lead
against Steve McClaren’s side.

Having featured twice in an intricate pas-
sage of play around the half-way line, Shelvey
delivered an exquisite pass to leave Gomis
with only goalkeeper Tim Krul to beat. Last

weekend, Thibaut Courtois was forced to
upend the Frenchman and suffered the
ignominy of not only being sent off, but con-
ceding the penalty that would earn Swansea a
laudable point.

This time, Krul avoided contact with the
French striker, but was powerless to prevent
Gomis from rounding him and rolling the ball
into an empty net.

Newcastle, who spent more than £35 mil-
lion ($54.8 million, 49.3 million euros) during
the transfer window, looked anything but
capable of breaking down a resolute Swansea
back four.

When they finally eased their way into the
final third, Gabriel Obertan nipped inside full-
back Kyle Naughton and brought out a decent
save from Lukasz Fabianski.

A goal down and with little to show for their

first-half efforts, Newcastle found themselves a
man down four minutes before the break.

Having been booked for a crude challenge
on Jefferson Montero in the 16th minute,
Janmaat was sent off after grabbing Montero’s
shirt as the Ecuadorian once again left him in
his wake.

There were no arguments from either
McClaren or Janmaat, who left for the chang-
ing rooms with his head held low. Swansea
came close to doubling their lead two min-
utes into the second half when Gylfi
Sigurdsson beat Krul from 25 yards, only for
the ball to hit the bar, land on the goal-line,
and bounce out. Montero also struck a post,
but Newcastle’s relief was short-lived as
Swansea made the game safe when the out-
standing Montero swept past Chancel
Mbemba and crossed for Ayew to rise and

head past Krul. McClaren’s response was to
withdraw Papiss Cisse and play the final 38
minutes without a striker. The words ‘damage
limitation’ sprung to mind and some of the
visiting fans, who had seen their side draw 2-2
at home to Southampton last weekend,
seemed far from pleased. His decision did little
to change the flow of the game as Swansea
continued to create opportunities.

Ayew was wide with a header from yet
another Montero cross and after Nathan Dyer
replaced Ayew with 20 minutes remaining,
Shelvey tested Krul, once again, from a tight
angle. That the score did not change said
more about Swansea’s finishing than it did
about Newcastle’s defending as McClaren
was left to reflect on a return of one point
from a possible six in his first two league
games. — AFP

SWANSEA: Swansea City’s French-born Ghanaian striker Andre Ayew (right) scores from a header past Newcastle United’s Argentinian defender Fabricio Coloccini during the English Premier League football match.  — AFP

Gomis and Ayew punish Newcastle
Swansea 2

Newcastle 0

Tottenham stung by
late Stoke fightback

Tottenham 2

Stoke 2

defender with the easiest of finishes.
It was 2-0 eight minutes before the

interval as Whittaker played a one-two
with Wes Hoolahan before sending a
right-foot shot across Pantilimon and into
the net.

Sunderland had been unbeaten at
home against Norwich since August 1997
but the visitors were out of sight 12 min-

utes after the restart, Redmond this time
exchanging passes with Hoolahan before
applying the finish low at the near post.

The hosts’ consolation goal arrived
two minutes before the end, the 21-year-
old Watmore coming off the bench to
score on his Premier League debut after
Norwich had failed to deal with a
Jeremain Lens free-kick.  — AFP
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BRUSSELS: From left, European Commissioner Valdis Dombrovskis, Dutch Finance Minister and Chairman of the Eurogroup Jeroen Dijsselbloem and Managing Director of the European Stability Mechanism Klaus Regling attend a media confer-
ence after a meeting of Eurozone finance ministers at the EU Council building in Brussels.  — AP

IMF role in Greek rescue raises risks for Merkel
Bild daily says up to 120 conservatives could rebel

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel will ask law-
makers to back an 86 billion euro ($95.5 billion) bailout
for Greece at a special session of parliament on
Wednesday despite uncertainty about whether the
International Monetary Fund (IMF) is on board.

Parliamentary approval is not in doubt because the
Social Democrats (SPD) and Greens are expected to back
the rescue but the vote could expose divisions in Merkel’s
conservative ranks.

The vote is shaping up as a major test for both Merkel
and one of her closest allies, the head of her conservative
bloc in parliament, Volker Kauder.

Kauder, who incensed fellow lawmakers last week
with threats of retaliation if they rebelled and voted
against a bailout, is on record as describing IMF involve-
ment as a “condition” for the support of his party.

And on Friday, Merkel’s spokeswoman Christiane Wirtz
described IMF participation as “decisive” for the govern-
ment. However under the bailout approved by euro zone
finance ministers at a meeting in Brussels late on Friday, it
is unclear whether the IMF will end up having a role.

IMF Managing Director Christine Lagarde told the
ministers by telephone that she could not commit until
her board reviewed the situation in the autumn. She
renewed a call for “significant debt relief” for Greece, a
step Merkel’s government has repeatedly pushed back
against. German Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble
reiterated his opposition to an outright writedown of the
face value of Greek debt in an interview with Deutsche
Welle published on Saturday.  He said the scope for
milder forms of debt relief, like extending debt maturi-
ties, was “not very big”.

Risk of big rebellion
Last month, a record 65 lawmakers from Merkel’s

conservative camp broke ranks and refused to back
negotiations on the bailout.

Far more could rebel in Wednesday’s vote, with top-
selling German daily Bild estimating on Saturday that
up to 120 members of her Christian Democratic Union
(CDU) and its Bavarian sister party, the Christian Social
Union (CSU), may refuse to back the government.

The vote in the Bundestag is scheduled for 9 a.m.
(0700 GMT) on Wednesday, which means Merkel will
likely have to push back her departure for Brazil on a
government trip, which had been scheduled for 10
a.m.

If 100 or more of her conservative allies rebel in the
vote it would be seen as a major political setback for

the chancellor, who remains highly popular after 10
years in office.

A large rebellion would be an even bigger danger
for Kauder, whose threat last weekend to sanction law-
makers who voted against the bailout by removing
them from key parliamentary committees appears to
have backfired, firing up the “No” camp.

“If there is no firm commitment from the IMF to par-
ticipate in the third aid package then we have a new
situation,” said Wolfgang Bosbach, a high-profile CDU
rebel on Greece.

Bild asked in a full-page spread on Saturday: “How
dangerous is it getting for Merkel?”. The paper said it
would be a “political catastrophe” for her should she
fail to get a majority of her 311-strong conservative
bloc in parliament to back the deal. — Reuters

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait-Egypt (NBK-E) reported net
profits of EGP 284 million for the first half of 2015 compared
with EGP 177.7 million for the same period in 2014, growing at
59.8% year-on-year. 

Total assets as of end-June 2015 grew 43.2% year-on-year
reaching EGP 33.8 billion compared to EGP 23.6 billion as of
end-June 2014, while customer deposits grew by 39.7% during
the same period to reach EGP 28.5 billion compared to EGP
20.4 billion in 2014. 

Isam Al-Sager, Group Chief Executive Officer and NBK-Egypt
Chairman, said “The solid growth achieved affirms NBK-Egypt’s
successful strategy in better-positioning itself in the Egyptian
market, offering best-in-class products and services to its cus-
tomers. This is also a testimony to NBK Group’s successful
regional expansion strategy where Egypt is one of its main pil-
lars considering the strong outlook and promising growth
opportunities that the Egyptian market offers”. 

Dr. Yasser Hassan, Managing Director of NBK-Egypt high-
lighted the solid performance of the Bank delivering strong
growth in all financial indicators despite the challenging oper-
ating environment in Egypt. This strong performance is attrib-
uted to the bank’s conservative strategy as a member of the
NBK Group. This strategy mainly focuses on diversifying the
loan portfolio and providing the best financial solutions tai-
lored for clients, reflecting thorough analyses of customer
needs and market conditions.

NBK-Egypt (previously Al Watany Bank of Egypt) is a mem-
ber of National Bank of Kuwait Group and was established in
1980. The Bank has a network of 39 branches situated at strate-
gic locations within the various Egyptian governorates and
cities including Cairo, Giza, Alexandria, Delta, Sinai, and the Red
Sea as well as in industrial areas such as Sixth of October and
Tenth of Ramadan cities. 

National Bank of Kuwait was founded in 1952 as the first
indigenous national bank and financial institution in Kuwait
and the GCC and is one of the largest and most prominent
Arab banks. NBK continues to enjoy collectively the highest rat-
ings among all banks in the Middle East from the three interna-
tional rating agencies Moody’s, Fitch Ratings and Standard and
Poor’s. NBK was also named among Global Finance’s list of the
50 safest banks in the world for the ninth consecutive time top-
ping all Arab commercial banks and ahead of major interna-
tional banks. The National Bank of Kuwait Group has a wide
presence of branches locally and internationally in the most
important financial centers such as London, New York, Geneva,
and Singapore in parallel to branches in Bahrain, Lebanon,
Jordan, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Iraq, Turkey and China. 

NBK-Egypt

NBK-Egypt reports net profits 
of EGP 284m for H1 of 2015

Isam Al Sager Yasser Hassan
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.446
Indian Rupees 4.771
Pakistani Rupees 2.983
Srilankan Rupees 2.270
Nepali Rupees 3.008
Singapore Dollar 220.500
Hongkong Dollar 39.199
Bangladesh Taka 3.905
Philippine Peso 6.640
Thai Baht 8.653

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.070
Qatari Riyal 83.510
Omani Riyal 789.630
Bahraini Dinar 807.360
UAE Dirham 82.770

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 40.825
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.872
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.419
Tunisian Dinar 155.500
Jordanian Dinar 4.292
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.039
Syrian Lira 2.166
Morocco Dirham 31.325

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.850
Euro 336.060
Sterling Pound 473.400
Canadian dollar 232.300
Turkish lira 109.340
Swiss Franc 311.640
Australian dollar 227.740
US Dollar Buying 303.400

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

Belgian Franc 0.007915 0.008915
British Pound 0.468404 0.477404
Czech Korune 0.004549 0.016549
Danish Krone 0.041376 0.046373
Euro 0.332455 0.340455
Norwegian Krone 0.033123 0.038323
Romanian Leu 0.087018 0.087018
Slovakia 0.009051 0.019051
Swedish Krona 0.031962 0.036962
Swiss Franc 0.304761 0.314961
Turkish Lira 0.108768 0.115768

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.216082 0.227582
New Zealand Dollar 0.192629 0.202129

America
Canadian Dollar 0.225508 0.235008
US Dollars 0.299250 0.303750

US Dollars Mint 0.299750 0.303750

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003556 0.004156
Chinese Yuan 0.046540 0.050040
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037039 0.039789
Indian upee 0.004633 0.005023
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000018 0.000024
Japanese Yen 0.002361 0.002541
Kenyan Shilling 0.003153 0.003153
Korean Won 0.000249 0.000264
Malaysian Ringgit 0.073207 0.079207
Nepalese Rupee 0.003042 0.003212
Pakistan Rupee 0.002812 0.003092
Philippine Peso 0.006549 0.006829
Sierra Leone 0.000067 0.000073
Singapore Dollar 0.213179 0.219179
South African Rand 0.017727 0.026227
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001981 0.002561
Taiwan 0.009695 0.009875
Thai Baht 0.008392 0.008942

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.797647 0.805647
Egyptian Pound 0.038810 0.041640
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000198 0.000258
Jordanian Dinar 0.423855 0.431355
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000152 0.000252
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019858 0.043858
Nigerian Naira 0.001252 0.001887
Omani Riyal 0.781910 0.787590
Qatar Riyal 0.082611 0.083824
Saudi Riyal 0.080257 0.080957
Syrian Pound 0.001286 0.001506
Tunisian Dinar 0.152017 0.160017
Turkish Lira 0.108768 0.115768
UAE Dirhams 0.081610 0.082759
Yemeni Riyal 0.001371 0.001451

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

CURRENCIES TELEX TRANSFER PER 1000
Australian Dollar 203.70
Canadian Dollar 236.03
Swiss Franc 312.93
Euro 336.54
US Dollar 304.05
Sterling Pound 475.93
Japanese Yen 2.47
Bangladesh Taka 3.903
Indian Rupee 4.735
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.271
Nepali Rupee 2.965
Pakistani Rupee 2.984
UAE Dirhams 82.72
Bahraini Dinar 80.80
Egyptian Pound 38.72
Jordanian Dinar 432.24
Omani Riyal 78.95
Qatari Riyal 83.83
Saudi Riyal 81.10

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.300
Canadian Dollar 233.960
Sterling Pound 475.720
Euro 338.645
Swiss Frank 297.355
Bahrain Dinar 805.790
UAE Dirhams 82.955
Qatari Riyals 90.955

Saudi Riyals 81.685
Jordanian Dinar 427.800
Egyptian Pound 38.661
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.262
Indian Rupees 4.667
Pakistani Rupees 2.979
Bangladesh Taka 3.894
Philippines Pesso 6.558
Cyprus pound 578.265
Japanese Yen 3.436
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.910
Malaysian Ringgit 75.350
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 47.855
Thai Bhat 9.585
Turkish Lira 117.430

GOLD
20 gram 223.090
10 gram 114.240
5  gram 57.800

KUWAIT: Everyone has bad days at
work or even long periods when they
feel disheartened about their job. But
how do you know the difference
between ordinary, occasional dissatis-
faction and a genuine mismatch? How
do you know when you’re truly ready to
move on? 

The career experts at Bayt.com, the
Middle East’s leading job site, present
these four reasons it may be time for
you to quit your job:

1. Your health is suffering
Whether it’s your mental or physical

health that is  being signif icantly

impaired by the stresses of the job,
heed the early warning signs and don’t
wait until the symptoms are long-term
and severe. In fact, 27% of professionals
believe that their poor work-life balance
has jeopardized both their  mental
health and happiness according to the
Bayt.com “ Work-l i fe Balance in the
MENA” poll,  September 2012.
Developing chronic back problems,
headaches, stomach pains or sleep
issues may all signal a problem job.
Equally tell ing are weekends spent
dreading going into work, feeling com-
pletely drained at the end of each day
or a sharp drop in productivity.

2. The demands of your job 
are unrealistic

If you find yourself working overtime
or doing a job that is best suited for two
people or more and you have been
unable to marshal the resources or sup-
port to lighten the workload to a more
realistic level, it may well be time to leave
before you completely burn-out. 28% of
professionals work after-work hours by
necessity, as stated in the Bayt.com “Work-
life Balance in the MENA” poll. Whatever it
is, make sure your boss is made aware of
the nature of the burden you are carrying
before you call it quits and seek more real-
istic job responsibilities elsewhere.

3. You have consistently been over-
looked for a raise or promotion

The need to be recognized and
appreciated by your employer is a key
motivational factor at work and nothing
is more demeaning and unsettling than
being consistently overlooked for a raise
or promotion particularly if your peers
and subordinates are rising through the
ranks while your position remains large-
ly static. Make sure you talk the situation
through with your boss before making
any rash decisions. If your boss is unre-
sponsive and you see no future growth
prospects either in your present job or
in other roles within the company, it

may well be time to seek momentum for
your career elsewhere.

4. The job is unchallenging
When boredom sets in and the job

becomes a routine monotonous ordeal
with no learning curve left to speak of it
is may be time to move to greener pas-
tures. The means and opportunity to
explore new challenges and acquire
new skills and knowledge is an impor-
tant aspect of any job, especially if you
value your career progression and don’t
wish to be pigeon-holed or unfairly
pushed to a premature learning glass
ceiling. 

Four reasons it may be time to quit

SHANGHAI: For many in the ranks of China’s
wealthy, the shock devaluation in the yuan is a
cause of regret - that they hadn’t moved more
money offshore sooner. Now many are scram-
bling to shift cash out of the country, fearful
that Tuesday’s 2 percent devaluation is the start
of a longer-term slide in the currency, despite
the People’s Bank of China (PBOC) saying there
is no basis for more depreciation. “With the
devaluation, I’ve just lost several hundred thou-
sand yuan,” said businessmen Tang Wei, who is
moving assets out of China, partly to fund the
living and schooling of his son in Canada next
year.

“In my case, there’s a real need for foreign
currency, so it would be better to move money
out sooner than later. China’s economy doesn’t
look very good.” There are now around 4 million
households in China that have private wealth of
at least $1 million according to Boston Group
Consulting, and private bankers say last month’s
stock market turmoil had already prompted
them to make more investments overseas.
Those will have added to the capital outflows
China has seen over the past year, which have
been fuelled in part by expectations the United
States will hike interest rates by year-end.

Analysts at JPMorgan estimate around $235
billion of “hot money” left the country between

the third quarter of 2014 and the end of the sec-
ond quarter this year. But if expectations build
that more depreciation is on the cards, the cen-
tral bank will face a dilemma of whether to let
the currency stay weak to help exporters or sup-
port it to ensure the flow of money going off-
shore doesn’t turn into a flood. “We believe a
key concern for the PBOC is that an outsized
exchange rate devaluation could trigger capital
flight,” economists at Credit Suisse said in a
research note on Tuesday. That concern was
reflected in a hastily arranged press conference
on Wednesday, when the central bank tried to
soothe market concerns by stressing Tuesday’s
move was a one-off.

Heading for the exits
Despite the calming words, money managers

say many of China’s wealthy are unlikely to let
their cash ride on the ability of authorities to
put a floor under the yuan. “At this point the
frenzy will be higher after the devaluation
because they would start looking into harder
assets on expectations of more devaluation,”
said Kunal Ghosh, Singapore-based portfolio
manager at Allianz Global Investors, who helps
manage $1.8 billion in emerging market assets.

Tan Jialong, chief executive of Tan Private
Wealth Management Office in Shanghai, said

that since May there has been an increase in
queries from his clients in China about overseas
asset allocation. “Many clients had question
marks about China’s economy,” Tan said. “I
advised them at that time to increase their over-
seas exposure.” He helps them move money
through official offshore investment channels
such as the qualified domestic institutional
investor program and cross-border investment
products. Capital controls restrict Chinese resi-
dents from taking more than $50,000 out of the
country each year.

However, many find ways to circumvent this,
reflected in the fact mainland Chinese citizens
are some of the biggest foreign buyers of prop-
erty in markets like Australia, the United States
and Canada. “Residential property is always a
popular choice if you are trying to move sums
of money less than $5 million,” said Oliver
Barron, a policy research analyst with China-
focused investment bank NSBO. “If you need to
get more out, buying companies looks like the
best way,” he added. For those looking for more
liquid assets, ones denominated in US dollars
are likely to be their first choice. “They would
look at wherever they conceive they can pre-
serve their wealth without any value erosion. At
this point the US dollar is looking like the safest
haven,” said Allianz’s Ghosh. — Reuters

As yuan falls, China’s rich 
seek safe havens offshore

Property, US dollar assets investments of choice
NEW YORK: For Julian Robertson, the 83-year-
old billionaire former hedge fund manager, his-
tory is repeating itself. In 2000, Robertson
returned outside investors’ money to focus on
his own fortune. In 2010, he started taking mon-
ey from outside investors again, but five years
later, two of the three vehicles he set up have
been unwound, while the third has shrunk as
investors have pulled their money. Robertson’s
personal fortune has more than doubled to $3.4
billion since 2000, and his Tiger Management is
as strong as ever: the hedge funds he has own-
ership stakes in now manage more than $30 bil-
lion, up from about $20 billion in early 2010 and
equal to highs in 2008 just before the financial
crisis. But the small part of his empire devoted
to outside fund management has been less suc-
cessful, and he’s unlikely to expand that busi-
ness, people familiar with Tiger said.

Since 2000, Robertson has focused on giving
start-up capital to hedge fund managers. After
the financial crisis, many asset managers strug-
gled to raise money from other investors, so
Robertson decided to help raise money from
outsiders for the hedge funds he had invested
in. To do that, and ensure Tiger’s success for the
next generation, he promoted his son, Alex, to
managing partner and brought in a trio of exec-
utives to help run and market the business. He
started three vehicles that in turn put money
into funds he already backed. Two were essen-
tially funds of hedge funds for state pensions in
Pennsylvania and North Carolina. One, Tiger
Accelerator, let investors share in Robertson’s
ownership stake in six firms that managed
hedge funds, and invest directly in the six funds
as well.

Tar Peel Partners
The North Carolina fund, created at the

request of the state pension system, was called
“Tiger Tar Heel Partners.” It invested in two funds
that Tiger had already backed: Tiger Consumer
and Hound Partners, and the blended portfolio
produced gains through June 2014. Tiger had
hoped North Carolina would add to the $140
million it allocated in 2012, allowing Tiger Tar
Heel to hire more fund managers, people famil-
iar with the matter said.

But, in a previously undisclosed move, Tiger
Tar Heel was dissolved this spring at Tiger’s
request. At about the same time, North Carolina
decided as a matter of policy to invest directly in
stock-focused hedge funds instead of through
intermediaries, pension fund spokesman Schorr
Johnson told Reuters. Investing in hedge funds
directly can be less expensive as funds of hedge
funds typically add an extra layer of cost,
although Tiger did not charge such fees. Tiger
indirectly benefitted from having managers that
it had seeded receive additional capital.

North Carolina’s move followed the collapse
in 2013 of Tiger Keystone Partners, a fund creat-
ed at the request of the Pennsylvania State
Employees’ Retirement System. A small loss ear-
ly on-mostly tied to a bad bullion-related bet by
hedge fund Sun Valley Gold- prompted a pen-
sion board member to call for the state to get
out, according to public comments reported by
The Philadelphia Inquirer. A political brouhaha
ensued, and the pension’s investment chief

retired. The fund ultimately rebounded to a
slight gain, but Tiger, frustrated with the experi-
ence, killed it, people familiar with the matter
said.

Stalled accelerator
Some investors have also bailed on Tiger

Accelerator, a fund launched in June 2011 that
allowed outsiders to invest in six funds already
seeded by Tiger. Investors were also given
stakes in the companies that managed the
funds, a first for Tiger Management, which previ-
ously kept those stakes for itself. Accelerator
raised $450 million, most of it with the help of
Morgan Stanley’s far-flung clients in its wealth
management network. Investors, including the
St. Andrew’s School in Middletown, Delaware,
and the Bowana Foundation, a charitable vehi-
cle for the founder of Boston Market and
Einstein Bros.  Bagels, committed to keeping
their money tied up for two years and to pay as
much as a 10 percent fee on returns if the fund
performed well.

In 2011 and 2012, the fund performed better
than indexes of hedge funds but worse than the
Standard & Poor’s 500. Some investors were dis-
appointed by the early returns and pulled out of
the fund at their first chance in 2013. Other
investors pulled out money more selectively -
the fund was designed to allow them to with-
draw from some Tiger Accelerator funds while
remaining in others. Investors have mostly left
Cascabel Management and Long Oar Global
Investors, laggards that have or plan to return
significant capital to investors this year, but are
staying in business, according to people familiar
with the situation.

Assets stood at just $295 million as of April
30 this year, down from $464 million in
November 2012, according to client reporting
materials. To be sure, some funds that Tiger
Accelerator invested in turned out to be win-
ners. Nehal Chopra’s Ratan Capital Management
and Ben Gambill’s Tiger Eye Capital both pro-
duced several years of huge returns and dra-
matically increased their assets. Investors in
Tiger Accelerator received returns from two
sources: the investments in actual hedge funds,
and their partial ownership of the companies
that managed the hedge funds.  About $15 mil-
lion has been paid out by Accelerator to
investors from those partial stakes, people famil-
iar with the matter said. It’s not the first time
Robertson has faced withdrawals from impa-
tient clients. In the late 1990s, he lost money as
he avoided Internet stocks and focused on
shares he thought were undervalued. Investors
got tired of waiting for him to be right, and
withdrew billions of dollars. Tiger’s assets under
management sank to about $6 billion from as
much as $22 billion before.  Soon after he closed
the fund, the air hissed out of tech stocks. But
Robertson had already moved on, giving start-
up capital to some of his former star analysts -
often around $20 million each for a 20-percent
to 25-percent stake in the business. Tiger has
seeded about 50 firms overall, not to be con-
fused with Tiger “Cubs” - pre-2000 Tiger employ-
ees who have gone on to run some of the
largest hedge funds in the world.— Reuters

Robertson’s 2nd dalliance 
with investors disappoints 

NASVILLE: In this April 6, 2015, photo, Marta Crebilo, left, and Jason Thompson prepare chocolate molds at Olive and Sinclair Chocolate in the
East Nashville area of Nashville, Tenn. The Labor Department releases the Producer Price Index for July on Friday. — AP



KUWAIT: Kuwait Stock Exchange
(KSE) ended last week with mixed
per formance. The Price Index
closed at 6,301.12 points, up by
0.83% from the week before clos-
ing, the Weighted Index increased
by 0.25% after closing at 418.07
points, whereas the KSX-15 Index
closed at 1,002.21 points down by
0.59%. Furthermore, last week’s
average daily turnover increased
by 11.10%, compared to the pre-
ceding week, reaching K.D 11.85
million, whereas trading volume
average was 132.56 million shares,
recording a increase of 18.26 %.

The stock market indicators’ per-
formance was mixed last week as a
result to the traders’ different
views, whereas the Price Index was
able to realize good gains to com-
pensate its losses of the week
before, as it received noticeable
support from the quick specula-
tions operations that included a
wide ray of small-cap stocks and
some idle stocks in the market;
also the Weighted Index was able
to increase supported by the ran-
dom purchasing operations that
concentrated on some leading and
operational stocks, especially in
the Consumer Services and
Telecommunication sectors, the
highest two sectors among the
profitable sectors for last week.  On
the contrary, KSX-15 Index was
affected by the continued profit
collection operations executed on
some heavy stocks, such as the
Technology sector and a number
of Banks stocks, which stopped it
from following the other two
indices and pushed it to end the
week in the red zone.

In addition, the stock market ini-
tiated the week with good gains
for the three indices, among a
strong purchasing trend included
many stocks of different sectors, in
light of the increased liquidity,
whilst it witnessed in the second
session a varied performance for
the closing of the three indices, as
the Price Index and the Weighted

Index continued realizing gains in
light the continued quick specula-
tions’ control over many stocks
per formance of small-cap and
some leading stocks, while KSX-15
index declined as a result to the
profit collection operations execut-
ed on some heavy operational
stocks.

Limited loss
On Tuesday’s session, the stock

market indicators continued its
mixed performance with changing
positions, as the Price Index fell
under the influence of the profit
collection operations that concen-
trated on the small-cap stocks,
which push it to end the session
with limited loss,  however the
strong purchasing operations exe-
cuted on some leading stocks
enabled the Weighted and KSX-15
indices to end the session in the
green zone.  On Wednesday’s ses-

sion, the three indicators returned
to the loss area, as the stock mar-
ket witnessed a strong profit col-
lection trend caused many stocks’
prices to drop, both the leading
and small-cap stocks.   On
Thursday’s session, the stock mar-
ket witnessed a mixed closing for
the three indices, whereas the
Price Index as able to increase sup-
ported by the purchasing opera-
tions and the speculations execut-
ed on the small-cap stocks, which
enhanced its weekly position,
whilst the continued profit collec-
tion operations on the large-cap
stocks pushed the Weighted and
KSX-15 indices to end the session
in the red zone, which contributed
to shrink the Weighted Index prof-
its on the weekly level, and KSX-15

Index to close below its closing
level in a week earlier.

On the other hand, the KSE mar-
ket cap reached by the end of last
week KD 27.81 billion, increasing
by 0.04% compared to its level in a
week before, which was KD 27.80
billion.  However on the annual
level, the listed companies market
cap decreased during last week to
0.59% compared with its value at
end of 2014 where it reached then

K.D. 27.98 billion.
As far as KSE annual perform-

ance, the Price Index ended last
week recording 3.59% annual loss
compared to its closing in 2014,
while the Weighted Index
decreased by 4.74%, and the KSX-
15 recorded 5.45% loss.

By the end of the week, the
number of listed companies that
disclosed its first half 2015 results
reached 154 company, or 80% of
the total number of 192 l isted

companies in the official market,
taking into consideration the limit-
ed number of companies with dif-
ferent year end; also the disclosed
companies’ realized around K.D.
923 million for the six months 2015
period, increasing by 7.53% from
the results of the same companies
for the same period of year 2014,
as it reached then K.D. 858 million.
The number of companies that
recorded growth in its earning per
share reached 82 company, while
70 company declined, and 27 com-
pany recorded losses for the first
half period of the current year.

Sectors’ Indices
Seven of KSE’s sectors ended

last week in the green zone, five
recorded declines. Last week’s
highest gainer was the Consumer
Services sector, achieving 3.21%
growth rate as its index closed at
1,111.70 points. Whereas, in the
second place, the
Telecommunications sector’s index
closed at 626.47 points recording
2.89% increase. The Insurance sec-
tor came in third as its index
achieved 2.70% growth, ending
the week at 1,138.99 points. 

On the other hand, the
Technology sector headed the los-
ers list as its index declined by
0.54% to end the week’s activity at
926.54 points.  The Consumer
Goods sector was second on the
losers’ list, which index declined by
0.51%, closing at 1,235.94 points,
followed by the Basic materials
sector,  as its index closed at
1,028.89 points at a loss 0.44%.

Sectors’ Activity
The Financial Services sector

dominated a total trade volume of
around 250.15 mill ion shares
changing hands during last week,
representing 37.74% of the total
market trading volume. The Real
Estate sector was second in terms
of trading volume as the sector’s
traded shares were 34.34% of last
week’s total trading volume, with a
total of around 227.58 mill ion
shares. 

On the other hand, the Financial
Services sector’s stocks were the
highest traded in terms of value;
with a turnover of around K.D
14.22 million or 24% of last week’s
total market trading value. The
Real Estate sector took the second
place as the sector ’s last week
turnover was approx. KD 12.52 mil-
lion representing 21.13% of the
total market trading value. 
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KUWAIT: The latest available data at the Ministry of
Justice - the Real Estate Registration and
Authentications Department - excluding crafts
activity, parking lots and the coastal strip-indicate a
drop in the real estate market liquidity during July
2015 vis-vis June 2015. Total value of contracts and
agencies scored KD 255.6 million, which is lower by
-25.2% than its value in June 2015 value in the
amount of about KD 341.8  million.  However,  it  is
lower  by -6.5% than July 2014 trading. 

July trading was distributed to KD 248.4 million
for contracts and about KD 7.2 million for agencies.
Number of struck deals in the month was 409 deals
distributed between 389 contracts and 20 agencies.
The highest share went to Ahmadi Governorate
which captured the highest percentage in the num-
ber of real estate deals (175 deals) representing
about 42.8% of the total, followed by Hawalli
Governorate by 84 deals, representing approxi-
mately 20.5%, while the lowest share went to Al
Jahra Governorate by 32 deals representing about
7.8%.  

Value of private residential trading scored KD
102.3 million, down by about -28.2%, compared
with KD 142.4 million for June 2015. It represents
40% of total value of real estate trading compared
with 41.7% in June 2015. The monthly average val-
ue for private residence trading in 12 months scored
about KD 152.1 million. This means trading value in
this month is lower by -32.8% than the average.
Number of deals for this activity dropped to 270
deals compared with 425 deals in June 2015.
Therefore, the average value per one transaction for
private residence activity scored about KD 378.8
thousand. 

Likewise, value of investment housing activity
decreased to KD 121.1 million, a drop by -28.5%,
compared with KD 169.4 million in June 2015. Its
percentage share out of the total liquidity
decreased to about 47.4% versus 49.6% in June
2015. The average value for residential investment
activity trading during 12 months scored KD 136.5
million, meaning that value of the month trading is
lower by -11.3%  than the average of 12 months. Its
deals scored 129 deals (168 deals in June 2015).
Therefore, the average value per deal for the invest-
ment housing was about KD 938.6 thousand. 

Value of the commercial activity trading
increased to about KD 31.2 million, a rise by 19.5%,
compared with approximately KD 26.1 million in
June, 2015. Its percentage share out of total real
estate trading value rose to about 12.2% (7.6% for
June 2015). Average value of real estate transactions
in 12 months scored KD 42.3 million which means
that trading value during this month was less by
about -26.2% than the 12 months’ average. Its trans-
actions number rose to 9 deals (6 deals in June
2015). Therefore, the average value of the commer-
cial deal was at approximately KD 3.47 million. Value
of warehousing trading activity (one deal) was at
approximately KD 1.03 million.  When we compare
July 2015 trading with July 2014, we note a drop in
the real estate market liquidity from about KD 273.5
million to KD 255.6 million, i.e. -6.5%. The drop
involved the private residential activity by -24.5%,
the investment housing activity by -10.1% while the
commercial activity liquidity rose by 821%. 

If we compare total trading from the beginning
of 2015 until the end of July with its counterpart in
2014, we note a drop in total real estate market liq-
uidity from KD 3.12 billion to KD 2.13 billion, i.e. -
31.7%. Assuming market liquidity would continue in
the remaining 5 months of the year at the same
rate, market trading value would score KD 3.651 bil-
lion, which is lower by KD 1.34 billion, or -26.9%,
than 2014 value which was at KD 4.992 billion. This
means indicators point to a drop in the real estate
market’s liquidity similar to the stock market. 

Kuwait Stock Exchange 
Kuwait Clearing Company issued its report titled

“Trading Volume According to Nationality” for the
period of 01/01/2015 to 31/07/2015, which was
published on Kuwait Stock Exchange’s (KSE) official
website. The report indicated that individual
investors are still the prevailing group though their
share is declining, and captured 50.1% of total value
of sold shares (52% for the first seven months of
2014) and 46.9% of total value of purchased shares
(46.1% for the first seven months of 2014).
Individual investors sold shares worth KD 1.337 bil-
lion and purchased shares worth KD 1.249 billion,
with a net trading, more selling, by KD 87.461 mil-
lion.   Corporations and companies sector captured
28.7% of total value of purchased shares (28.1% for
the same period 2014) and 26.4% of total value of
sold shares (19.9% for the same period 2014). The
sector purchased shares worth KD 766.236 million
and sold shares worth KD 702.545 million with a net
trading, more purchasing, by KD 63.691 million. 

The third contributor to market liquidity is  the
clients’ accounts sector (portfolios) which captured
15.6% of total value of sold shares (19.8% for the
same period 2014) and 14.6% of total value of pur-
chased shares (15.4% for the same period 2014). The
sector sold shares worth KD 415.422 million and
purchased shares worth KD 389.618 million, thus
making its net trading, selling, by KD 25.804 million.  

The last contributor to liquidity is the investment
funds sector which captured 9.8% of total value of
purchased shares (10.4% for the same period 2014)
and 7.9% of total value of sold shares (8.3% for the
same period 2014). The sector purchased shares
worth KD 261.202 million and sold shares worth KD

211.629 million making its net trading, purchasing,
by KD 49.574 million.  

Biggest trading group
KSE continues to be a domestic stock exchange

with Kuwaiti traders forming the biggest trading
group by selling shares worth KD 2.325 billion, cap-
turing 87.2% of total value of sold shares (89% for
the same period 2014), and purchased shares worth
KD 2.251 billion capturing 84.4% of total value of
purchased shares (83.4% for the same period 2014).
As such, their net trading, the only one selling,
scored KD 74.054 million, meaning that the Kuwaiti
traders’ level of confidence is the least in their stock
exchange.  

Other investors’ share, out of total value of pur-
chased shares, scored 11.8% (13% for the same peri-
od 2014). They purchased what is worth KD 313.215
million while value of their sold shares scored KD
254.734 million, or by 9.6% of total value of sold
shares, (8.2% for the same period 2014). Thus, their
net trading, more purchasing, scored KD 58.482 mil-
lion.   GCC investors share out of total value of pur-
chased shares formed 3.8% (3.6% for the same peri-
od 2014), worth KD 101.714 million, while percent-
age of their sold shares scored 3.2% (2.9% for the
same period 2014), worth KD 86.142 million. Their
net trading was, purchasing, by KD 15.572 million.  

Relative distribution among nationalities
changed slightly from the previous period: 85.8%
for Kuwaitis, 10.7% for traders from other nationali-
ties and 3.5% for GCC traders versus 86.2% for
Kuwaitis, 10.6% for other nationalities and 3.2% for
GCC traders as at the end of the first seven months
of 2014. This means Kuwait stock exchange
remained domestic though with more trading by

foreign investors and investors from outside the
GCC than from the GCC with trading prevalence to
individuals.  

Number of active trading accounts between the
end of December 2014 and the end of July 2015
decreased by -26%, (compared with a larger drop
by -75.8% between the end of December 2013 and
the end of July 2014). Number of active trading
accounts in the end of July 2015 scored about
45,137 accounts, or 12.6% of total accounts, com-
pared with 32,321 accounts in the end of July 2014,
or 9.7% of total accounts, and increased by 39.7%
between the end of July 2014 and the end of July
2015, and dropped by -22.2% below June’s 2015

level in one month, as a result of the holy month of
Ramadan, which is usually accompanied by weak
performance and lower liquidity. 

Final account for fiscal year 
The Ministry of Finance published the State final

account figures for the fiscal year 2014/2015. Total
actual expenditures scored KD 21415.459 million.

Allocations in the budget for expenditures have
been estimated at KD 23212.164 million, a saving of
approximately KD 1796.705 million, or 7.7% of those
allocations. The savings in actual expenditures from
the estimated in the fiscal years 2001/2002,
2002/2003, 2003/2004, 2004/2005, 2005/2006,
2006/2007, 2007/2008, 2008/2009, 2009/2010,
2010/2011,  2011/2012, 2012/2013 and 2013/2014
reached about 10%, 9.9%, 7.2%, 3.9%, 5.1%, 7.3%,
14.2%, 3.7%, 7.2%, 7.1%, 12.5%, 9.1% and 10%
respectively, with a simple arithmetic average for
the fourteen fiscal years of about 8.2%. 

At the level of budget chapters, the higher rela-
tive savings were in chapter three expenses -Means

of Transportation, Equipment & Supplies- whose
actual expenses amounted to KD 197.2 million out
of allocations of KD 290.3 million, i.e. a saving per-
centage of about 32.1%, equal to KD 93.1 million. It
is however a small chapter and has no big impact
on the total budget savings. The second highest rel-
ative savings were in chapter two expenses -
Commodity Requirements & Services-, which repre-
sents, for the most part, government demand for
consumer goods, its actual expenses amounted to
KD 3025.8 million, out of KD 3919.1 million alloca-
tions, making the saving percentage 22.8%, or KD
893.3 million, which represents the largest saving in
terms of absolute figures. The second largest saving
in terms of absolute figures, however, was in    the
expenses    of    Chapter    four -Construction
Projects, Maintenance & Public Acquisitions-, which
is the more useful in its positive public expenditure
impact on the domestic economy, if we exclude
from it the public expropriations, and the saving
scored KD 354.9 million, or about 17.6%. Its actual
expenses amounted to KD 1662.1 million out of KD
2017 million allocations.  

The saving in chapter one -Salaries- scored
about KD 282.8 million, or about 5.1%, although the
actual expenses amounted to KD 5303.2 million out
of KD 5586 million allocations, but they do not rep-
resent reality. Another similar figure should be
added at the very least to be spent from chapter
five in the form of salaries and wages to the ranks

and files (Army and Police), independent and
annexed budgets and the transfers to social securi-
ties. This means that the actual spending on this
chapter exceeds the double of the published figure,
or KD 11 billion. Finally, the saving in chapter five -
Miscellaneous Expenses and Transferred Payments-
scored KD 172.7 million, or about 1.5%, with its
budget allocations amounted to KD 11399.8 million
and its actual expenses amounted to KD 11227.1
million. 

Total received revenues scored KD 24925.869
million, while the total estimated revenues in the
budget was KD 20069.040 million. The increase in
total received revenues amounted to KD 4856.829
million, an increase over the estimated by about
24.2%. The actual oil revenues there in were KD
22501.617 million, or about 90.3%, of the total
received revenues, an increase by KD 3695.944 mil-
lion over the budget estimated figure of KD
18805.673 million, i.e. an increase over the estimat-
ed by about 19.7%. Actual non-oil revenues
amounted to KD 2424.252 million, a remarkable rise
over budget estimates of KD 1263.367 million, or
about 91.9%, which is good albeit marginal in its
impact on budget financing.  

Accordingly, the actual budget surplus realized
in the FY 2014/2015 reached KD 3510.409 million, a
noticeable decrease by about -72.8% compared to
KD 12908.117 million surplus realized in the preced-
ing fiscal year. It is the 16th actual surplus in a row. 

Commercial Bank of Kuwait financial results 
The Commercial Bank of Kuwait announced

results of its operations for the first half of the cur-
rent year, which indicate that the bank achieved net
profits, after tax deductions, by KD 16.7 million (KD
13.2 million in the same period of 2014). This means
the bank achieved increase in its profits by KD 3.5
million, or by 26.3%. The rise in net profits level is
due to the rise in total operations incomes by a
higher value than the rise in total expenditures. 

In details, total operational incomes increased to
KD 71.5 million (KD 67.7 million in the same period
of 2014). In other words, these incomes increased
by KD 3.8 million, or by 5.6%, as a result of increase
in value gain on disposal of assets pending for sale

item by KD 5 million to KD 5.7 million (KD 733 thou-
sand in the first half of 2014). Item of dividend
income increased by KD 2.3 million to KD 3.8 million
(KD 1.5 million). While the item of net gain from
investment securities declined by KD 2.8 million to
KD 1.5 million (KD 4.3 million in the same period
2014).  

Total operating expenses went up by less value
than the increase in total operations incomes by KD
314 thousand, or by 1.7%, to KD 18.5 million (KD
18.2 million in the same period of 2014). Percentage
of total operations expenses to the total operations
incomes scored 25.9% (26.9% in the first half 2014).
Total provisions decreased slightly by KD 88 thou-
sand, or by 0.2%, and scored KD 35.67 million (KD
35.76 million in June 2014). Therefore, the net profit
margin increased to 30.8% (24.5% in the same peri-
od 2014).  Total bank assets scored KD 4.276 billion,
up by 1.5%, (KD 4.213 billion in the end of 2014) and
increased by 7.7% if compared with assets in the
first half of 2014 in the amount of KD 3.969 billion.
Performance of loans and advances portfolio
decreased by KD 123.1 million, or by 5.3%, to KD
2.197  billion  (51.4%  of  total  assets), vis-a-vis KD
2.320 billion (55.1% of total assets) in the end of
December 2014. They also dropped by about KD
103.1 million, or by 4.5%, when compared with KD
2.300 billion (57.9% of total assets) in the same peri-
od of 2014. 

Item of cash and short-term funds increased by

KD 323.9 million, or by 61.7%, to KD 849.2 million
(19.9% of total assets) vis-à-vis KD 525.3 million
(12.5% of total assets) in the end of 2014. When
compared with its value in the same period of last
year at KD 406.4 million (10.2% of total assets), we
note an increase by KD 442.9 million, or by 109%
due to the rise in the item of balances at the
Central Bank and the rise in the item of deposits
with banks maturing within seven days by 187.1%. 

Figures indicate that the bank’s liabilities (with-
out including total equities) increased by KD 65.7
million, or by 1.8%, to KD 3.725 billion (KD 3.659
billion in the end of 2014) while they increased by
KD 317.6 million, or by 9.3%, when compared with
the total in the end of the first half of 2014.
Percentage of loans and advances to deposits
scored 60.7% down from 69.3% in the same period
of last year. 

Analysis of financial statements, calculated on
annual basis, indicates that all bank profitability
indexes recorded rise compared with the same
period of 2014. Return on average equities rele-
vant to the bank shareholder (ROE) rose to 6%
(4.7%). Return on average bank assets (ROA) also
rose slightly to 0.8% (0.7%). Likewise, the return on
average bank capital (ROC) increased to 23.6%
(19.7%). EPS rose to 11.8 fils (9.4 fils in the same
period   2014).   P/E   scored   26.7  times  -
improved- compared with 36.2 times in the same
period 2014, due to the rise in the earning per
share by 25.5% in addition to the drop in the share
market price by 7.4% compared with its price on
30 June 2014. P/B scored 1.6 times (1.7 times in the
same period last year). 

Weekly performance of KSE
The performance of Kuwait Stock Exchange

(KSE) for the last week was mixed, where the
indices of the trade value, the trade volume, and
number of transactions show an increase, while
the general index shows a decrease. AlShall Index
(value weighted) closed at 412.6 points at the clos-
ing of last Thursday, showing a decrease of about
0.3 points or about 0.1% compared with its level
last week and it decreased by 31.4 points or about
7.1% compared with the end of 2014. 

Kuwait real estate market drops
AL SHALL WEEKLY ECONOMIC REPORT
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BEIJING: China’s gold reserves rose by
more than 19 tonnes in July, the official
Xinhua news agency said yesterday,
after the central bank last month gave
the statistic for the first time in six years.

Bullion holdings stood at 1,677.30
tonnes at the end of July, Xinhua said
citing the People’s Bank of China (PBoC),
a 1.16 percent increase on June’s 1,658
tonnes.

The rise is worth nearly $700 million,
according to Friday’s price of $1,118.25
an ounce on the London Bullion Market.

The PBoC issued gold reserve figures
last month for the first time since April
2009, revealing a rise of 57 percent over
the past six years.

China is the world’s largest producer
of the yellow metal, but the increase
marked a slowdown in gold accumula-

tion after holdings jumped 75 percent
from 2003 to 2009.

China ranks fifth globally in gold
holdings, according to Bloomberg News.
The price of gold reached record highs
near $1,800 in 2012 at the height of the
United States’s bond-buying stimulus
programme and the eurozone debt cri-
sis, before falling significantly.

But the yellow metal is considered a

safe bet in times of turmoil and uncer-
tainty and it rose last week after China
devalued its yuan currency, raising con-
cerns over the health of the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy.

Beijing said the move was the result
of switching to a more market-oriented
method of calculating the daily refer-
ence rate which sets the value of the
yuan.

China keeps a tight grip on its cur-
rency on worries sudden fund out-
flows or inflows could cause more
financial risk and challenge its control,
but  i t  has  also pledged to move
towards more flexibility and is pushing
for the yuan to become one of the
units that make up the International
Monetar y Fund’s  “special  drawing
rights” reserve currency.—AFP

China gold reserves up more than 19 tonnes in July

ANHUI: A bank clerk counts Chinese currency notes at a bank outlet in Huaibei in central China’s Anhui province. China’s unexpected move this
week to lower the value of its tightly-leashed currency, the yuan, sent shockwaves through global financial markets. —AP

NEW YORK:  A rocky week for the stock market
ended on a bright note as investors bought
stocks across industries. Stocks wavered in the
morning before climbing steadily during the
afternoon amid a mix of earnings results. The
market also got a lift as China’s currency stead-
ied after a slump earlier in the week that shook
financial markets around the world. The gains
were modest but broad, with nine of the 10 sec-
tors of the Standard and Poor’s 500 index ending
higher.

The S&P 500 climbed 8.15 points, or 0.4 per-
cent, to 2,091.54. The Dow Jones industrial aver-
age rose 69.15 points, or 0.4 percent, to end at
17,477.40. The Nasdaq composite rose 14.68
points, or 0.3 percent, to 5,048.24.

At the close of stock trading, the dollar was
buying 6.391 Chinese yuan, little changed from
the previous day. Reassuring comments from a
Chinese central bank official on Thursday
seemed to ease concerns that China’s govern-
ment would seek to devalue its currency further.
Investors who worried that devaluation suggest-
ed the world’s second-largest economy could be
more fragile than they previously thought.

“We were in a sell-first-ask-questions-later
mode, but we’ve rallied back,” said Piers
Cornelius, a managing director at J.P. Morgan
Private Bank. He says he expects stocks to stabi-
lize over the next few weeks as companies, flush
with record cash, continue to buy back their own
shares. Stocks of retailers rallied after some solid
earnings reports. Nordstrom rose $3.21, or 4.3
percent, $78.13 after beating analysts’ expecta-

tions in results announced late Thursday. J.C.
Penney rose 45 cents, or 5.6 percent, to $8.52
after a narrower loss on stronger-than-expected
sales as the retail chain continues to turn its
business around.

Investors are hoping for good retailer news in
the current quarter, too. On Thursday, the
Commerce Department reported U.S. retail sales
climbed last month, suggesting that strong hir-
ing and lower gas prices are encouraging con-
sumers to spend more.

Sean Lynch, co-head of global equity strategy
at Wells Fargo Investment Institute, said
investors have been remarkably calm in the face
of several potentially unnerving events, includ-
ing a slowing Chinese economy, Greece’s debt
troubles, plunging oil prices and the Federal
Reserve possibly raising interest rates next
month.

“You’ve got recurrent issues worrying the
market ... yet it’s been pretty lethargic,” he said.
“It’s  been trading at a narrow range despite all
the noise.” The S&P 500 ended the week up 0.7
percent. The index is basically unchanged in the
last six months.

Europe had a tougher week. Germany’s DAX
fell 4.4 percent, the CAC-40 in France dropped
3.9 percent and Britain’s FTSE 100 was down 2.5
percent. All three indexes were down Friday.

In addition to worries about China, European
economic growth is weak. Figures from the
European Union’s statistics agency on Friday
showed that growth across the region was 0.3
percent, down slightly from 0.4 percent growth

in the first three months of the year.

US stocks make big moves
Applied Materials fell 41 cents, or 2.4 percent,

to $16.64 after the chip-making equipment
company said that revenue for its most recent
reporting period fell short of analysts’ expecta-
tions. The company also said sales for the cur-
rent quarter could fall as much as 7 percent.

Sysco rose $2.86, or 7.4 percent, to $41.38
after an investment firm run by activist investor
Nelson Peltz said it had acquired a 7.1 percent
stake, making it the food distributor’s largest
shareholder.

The price of US oil rose slightly, but still end-
ed the week sharply lower as rising supplies
continue to outpace global demand growth. U.S.
crude rose 27 cents Friday to close at $42.50, but
finished the week down 3 percent after hitting a
six-year low on Thursday. Brent crude, a bench-
mark for international oils used by many U.S.
refineries, fell 19 cents to close at $49.03 in
London.

In other futures trading on the NYMEX:
Wholesale gasoline fell 2.7 cents to close at

$1.687 a gallon. Heating oil fell 1.1 cents to close
at $1.558 a gallon. Natural gas rose 1.4 cents to
close at $2.801 per 1,000 cubic feet.

In metals trading, gold fell $2.90 to $1,112.70
an ounce and silver dropped 18.6 cents to
$15.21 an ounce. Copper was little changed at
$2.35 per pound. Prices of US government
bonds barely moved, keeping the 10-year
Treasury yield at 2.19 percent. — AP

Yuan and oil stabilize, 
giving US stocks a lift

Stocks of retailers recover after solid earnings

NEW DELHI: India’s Finance Minister Arun
Jaitley said his government was deter-
mined to launch a landmark national sales
tax on schedule, just hours after a chaos-hit
parliament shut down without passing the
bill.

Jaitley left open the option of reconven-
ing the just-ended session of parliament to
push through the long-awaited bill, one of
the biggest economic reforms in decades
aimed at boosting growth.

“We are determined that it be imple-
mented on April 1,” Jaitley told reporters in
New Delhi, referring to the government’s
deadline to implement the Goods and
Services Tax (GST) next year.

“We haven’t prorogued the house yet...
we haven’t yet decided on that,” Jaitley said.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has made
the bill a key reform to revive Asia’s third
largest economy, by replacing a myriad of
complex state and national levies with a
single tax across internal borders.

But Modi failed to secure support for the
bill in parliament which was hit by days of a
bitter ruckus by the opposition demanding
the resignation of three of his colleagues
over scandals. With the bill now stuck in
parliament, the government faces running
out of time to introduce the tax by the April
deadline. The bill must also be ratified by at
least 15 states before it becomes law. 

Jaitley suggested parliament could be
reconvened before the winter session
scheduled for late this year.  He also
launched a scathing attack on the main
opposition Congress party, saying it had
deliberately hobbled parliament where the
ruling BJP lacks a majority in the upper
house.  

“It (Congress) seems to have a clear poli-
cy of hampering any government that isn’t
their own,” Jaitley said. Companies have
long complained about India’s unwieldy
levies which they say deter investment and
push up prices of locally made goods. The
government says the GST, first proposed by
Congress during its decade in power before
2014, would add two percentage points to
economic growth.

Inflation
India’s inflation rate fell lower than ana-

lysts’ expectations while factory output
inched higher, official data showed
Wednesday, adding pressure on the central
bank to further cut interest rates.

Consumer prices cooled to 3.78 percent
in July from a year earlier, according to the
statistics ministry, lower than the 4.4 per-
cent predicted by a Bloomberg survey.

According to the data, industrial pro-
duction grew 3.8 percent in June, the high-
est in four months, and higher than
Bloomberg’s prediction of 3.5 percent.

The latest inflation figure was down
from 5.40 percent recorded in June, while
factory output rose from May’s 2.7 percent-
signalling a boost in Asia’s third largest
economy. The Reserve Bank of India (RBI)
kept interest rates unchanged earlier this
month, resisting pressure for a fourth cut of
the year and saying the country’s economic
recovery was “still work in progress”. 

But Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
cheered Wednesday’s data on Twitter, say-
ing it showed “that the economy is firmly
on the growth path”.  

RBI governor Raghuram Rajan has made
keeping inflation below six percent a tar-
get, but has already cut interest rates three
times this year in a bid to inject life into the
economy, which at 7.5 percent growth out-
per formed China’s for the first three
months of 2015.

Rajan insisted that any further reduction
would have to wait until the inflationary
effect of annual monsoon rains is known in
a couple of months time. Research firm
Capital Economics voiced hope for further
rate cuts despite Rajan’s focus “on the
impact of a potentially weak monsoon on
local food prices”.

“Even with this in mind, we think that
there is scope for one more interest rate cut
in this loosening cycle,” it said in a state-
ment. Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s gov-
ernment has made reviving the economy a
priority since coming to power last May,
introducing reforms aimed at boosting
demand and increasing foreign direct
investment. —Agencies

India vows to launch major 
tax reform on schedule

WASHINGTON: The International
Monetary Fund delivered a reassuring eco-
nomic assessment of China on Friday, at
the end of a week that saw the Chinese cur-
rency plummet and global stock markets
buckle at the prospect of more bad news
from the world’s second-biggest economy.

In its annual checkup of the Chinese
economy, the IMF predicted China’s econo-
my would grow 6.8 percent this year and
6.3 percent in 2016, unchanged from previ-
ous forecasts. China last year registered 7.4
percent growth, already the slowest since
1990.

On Tuesday, China rattled global finan-
cial markets by devaluing its currency, the
yuan, by 1.9 percent, biggest one-day drop
in a decade. Beijing said the yuan was over-
valued and the devaluation was meant to
catch up to market forces, not counteract
them. The IMF praised China for giving
investors more say in its foreign-exchange
rate.

But financial markets tumbled along
with the yuan. Investors feared the devalu-
ation meant that China’s economy was
weaker than expected and that Chinese

authorities were desperately trying to
jump-start growth. A lower yuan helps
China’s exporters by making their products
cheaper around the world.

In its report, though, the IMF sounded
relatively upbeat about China’s economic
prospects. It sees the country’s economic
deceleration as part of a deliberate plan to
wean China from overdependence on
exports and often-wasteful investment in
real estate and factories, and toward slower
but steadier growth built on consumer
spending.

The fund expects investment growth to
slow to 5.8 percent this year from 7.6 per-
cent in 2014 and for consumer-spending
growth to clock in at 7.1 percent this year,
up from 6.9 percent in 2014.

Steve Barnett, the IMF’s division chief for
China, Asia and the Pacific, told reporters
that China’s “labor market is holding up
well” despite the slowdown. That’s partly
because the economy is shifting away from
manufacturing and toward services, which
employ more people.The IMF also predict-
ed that a recent sell-off in Chinese stocks
won’t damage China’s economy. — AP

China’s FX move raises question:
where’s the inflation?

LONDON: China’s currency devaluation bombshell
this week blew apart the growing consensus that
global inflation had bottomed out and was slowly
moving higher, forcing investors to reconsider their
assumptions on a wide range of financial markets.
The devaluation of the yuan makes China’s goods
cheaper on world markets, a deflationary impulse
that comes just as the Chinese and other emerging
economies were already slowing and commodity
prices falling to the lowest level in years. The 2 per-
cent one-off devaluation on Tuesday and subse-
quent 1 percent fall in the yuan weren’t big in them-
selves, but further depreciation might be.

What has really unnerved markets, however, is
the fear that central banks around the world could
be hamstrung by persistently weak inflation, and
unable to counter growth or financial shocks that
might be coming down the road. “As China cuts the
selling price of exports and as emerging market
countries face new perils, the failure of the world’s
central bankers to reflate their economies will be the
dominant force in markets,” said Russell Napier, an
independent investment strategist. “The investment
lessons are clear: get long cash in general and get
long dollars in particular.”

On Thursday, the breakeven rate on 10-year US
Treasury inflation-protected bonds, essentially a
measure of where investors expect inflation to be
over the next decade, fell to 1.59 percent, the lowest
since January. The euro-zone one-year inflation
swap rate, a market-based measure of inflation
expectations over the next 12 months, fell to 11
basis points on Thursday. It was around 100 basis

points in June and 25 basis points a week ago. The
scale of the decline this week is significant because
it takes the rate back below where it was on March 9
when the European Central Bank began its 1 trillion-
euro bond-buying “quantitative easing” program to
ward off deflation.

The latest US and UK inflation figures will be
released next week. They are for July, when oil prices
plunged 20 percent and Chinese stocks slumped 14
percent, powerful deflationary forces compounded
by this week’s devaluation. Even if they don’t fully
capture the latest shifts, upcoming measures will.
Economists at Barclays on Thursday lowered their
outlook for US inflation out to the end of 2016 from
their previous forecasts a month ago. “Since then,
energy futures prices have moved sharply lower as
the price of crude oil has plummeted,” they said in a
note to clients on Thursday. “The seasonally-adjust-
ed energy component of the consumer price index
will drag on monthly headline CPI readings through
the first quarter of next year.”

Dragon losing its fire
Stocks, commodities, emerging market curren-

cies and the yields on safe-haven government
bonds all fell this week, too, in some cases to levels
and by magnitudes not seen in years.  Germany’s
two-year bond yield hit a record low of -0.29 per-
cent. The solid and widely held belief only a few
months ago that the Federal Reserve would raise
U.S. interest rates in September and that the Bank of
England would follow shortly after have been
chipped away. This unexpected shift in the global

policy and inflationary landscape prompted some of
the world’s biggest currency players to change their
forecasts, mostly for key Asian exchange rates.

Bank of America Merrill Lynch was among several
investment banks to say Beijing’s move represented
a fundamental, secular shift that will prompt “regime
change” in Asian currency rates. It expects the yuan
itself to fall as much as 10 percent by the end of next
year, the Indonesian rupiah to lose 8.7 percent, the
Malaysian ringgit 6.2 percent and the Korean won 5
percent. “The unprecedented events over the past
three days ... will have far reaching consequences for
Asia,” BAML’s Asia strategists wrote in a note on
Thursday. Many analysts say China’s devaluation was
the latest salvo in the global “currency wars”, in
which competing countries explicitly or implicitly
weaken their exchange rates to boost exports, have
intensified in recent years. As interest rates have fall-
en to zero in some developed economies and mon-
ey printing has proliferated, exchange rate policy
has become one of the few remaining levers to stim-
ulate business activity and in some cases avoid
deflation. French bank Societe Generale said
Beijing’s move represented a “tectonic” shift, and
raised concerns over the outlook for European
stocks exposed to the slowing Chinese economy. Its
“Dragon basket” of European stocks with high sensi-
tivity to China, such as automobile, luxury goods
and resource sector stocks, is down 11 percent this
year relative to the broader market and vulnerable
to “further underperformance”. “The yuan is weaken-
ing, and global markets are shaking,” the bank’s
equity strategists said.—Reuters

China is managing transition 
to more stable growth: IMF

OHIO: Ford Motor Company employee assembles a chassis on a 2016 Ford F-650/F-
750 series truck at the company’s Ohio Assembly Plant Aug 12, 2015, in Avon Lake,
Ohio. Production of the medium-duty trucks, previously built in Mexico, is part of a
$168 million plant investment in the United States. —AP
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KUWAIT: Gulf Bank held its Al Danah daily draws
on August 9th, 2015 announcing the names of its
winners for the week of August 2nd to August 6th,
2015. The Al Danah daily draws include draws each
working day for two prizes of KD1000 per winner.  

The winners were: 
(Sunday 2/8) :  Yousef  Mohammed Al i  Al -

Tarakmah, Parmindar Singh Chada
(Monday 3/8): Noor Matar Ramadan Al-Enizi,

Ebrahim Mohammed Al-Awadhi
( Tuesday 4/8): Ahmed Abdulrasool Abdullah

Khalaf, Hanan Farazan Hani Qarqamaz.
( Wednesday 5/8): Yousef Suliman Yousef Al-

Omar, Bashayer Radwan Hassan Makamis.
(Thursday 6/8): Meshal Ahmed Jassem Al-Jarki,

Souheir Abdulrahman Abdelghani Abouzain.

Gulf Bank’s Al Danah 2015 draw lineup includes
dai ly  draws (2 winners per  work ing day each
receive KD1000). Al Danah’s 3rd Quarterly draw will
be held on 17 September (KD500,000, KD125,000,
and KD25,000). The final Al Danah draw for the
Million Dinars will  be held on 7 January, 2016
whereby the Al  Danah M i l l ionaire  wi l l  be
announced alongside winners of KD250,000 and
KD 50,000.

Seven reasons why the Al 
Danah account is the best:

1) Each year, every eligible account holder gets
the opportunity to win Kuwait’s single biggest
cash prize of KD 1 Million

2) Customers’ chances are calculated on a daily
basis and added up for every draw. 

3) Gulf Bank is the only bank in Kuwait to transfer
all of its customers’ Al Danah loyalty chances
from the previous year into the next one.

4) The Al Danah account gives away the highest
amount of prize money 

5) The daily draw has two winners drawn for
every working day, each receiving KD 1,000.

6) With 64 draws a year, and up to 532 winners,
Gulf Bank’s Al Danah account offers you the
highest number of draws and winners

7)  Al Danah account also offers customers the
best quarterly prizes, with quarterly prizes
ranging from KD25,000 up to KD500,000. 

Open an account and Deposit now to Win Big,
Live big, with Al Danah 2015. 

Al Danah also offers a number of unique servic-
es including the Al Danah Deposit Only ATM card

which helps account holders deposit their money
at their convenience; as well as the Al Danah calcu-
lator to help customers calculate their chances of
becoming an Al Danah winner. 

Gul f  Bank ’s  Al  Danah account  is  open to
Kuwaitis and all residents of Kuwait. Customers
who open an account and/ or deposit more will
enter the draw within two days. To take part in the
Al Danah 2015 upcoming yearly draw, customers
must have an Al Danah account containing at least
KD 200. To be part of the Al Danah draws, cus-
tomers can visit one of Gulf Bank’s 58 branches,
transfer on l ine,  or call  the Customer Contact
Center on 1805805 for assistance and guidance.
Customers  can a lso log on to  w w w.e -
gulfbank.com/aldanahwinners, to find out more
about Al Danah and who the winners are.

Gulf Bank announces winners of Al Danah daily draws 

KUWAIT: Agility yesterday announced its financial
results for the second quarter of 2015, reporting a
net profit of KD 13.5 million, an increase of 5% com-
pared to the second quarter of 2014. Earnings-per-
share stand at 11.79 fils. EBITDA stands at KD 25.5
million, a 1% increase compared to Q2 of 2014. 

“The global logistics market is a mixed bag in
terms of growth, with continued sluggishness in
China and Europe; and ongoing pressure on rates. In
this environment, we are pleased to report that
Agility continues to post steady growth in profitabil-
ity. Agility’s Global Integrated Logistics business con-
tinues to drive margin expansion through commer-
cial transformation, financial discipline, and produc-
tivity improvements powered by technology,” said
Tarek Sultan, Agility’s CEO. “Agility’s Infrastructure
group of companies, which capture investment
opportunities in niche logistics-related segments in
emerging markets, each have their own strategy.
Across the board, however, there is an emphasis on
improving efficiency and growing potential through
regional and customer expansion.”  

Agility’s Global Integrated Logistics
Revenue for Agility Global Integrated Logistics

(GIL) for the second quarter of 2015 was KD 259.0
million, a 4% decrease from Q2 of 2014; GIL’s rev-
enues were negatively impacted by currency
volatility. Adjusted at constant currency rates, GIL
revenues have decreased by 1% compared to the
same period last year. This slight revenue decline is
a result of the general logistics market performance
and also the planned end of some large contracts.

The freight forwarding market showed mixed
performance in the second quarter of the year rela-
tive to the beginning of the year, with a softer air
freight market and consistent ocean freight market.
The contract logistics market, especially in emerg-
ing economies, continues to grow however. This
growth in contract logistics demand, coupled with
improved yields in Agility’s air freight business, and
better commercial disciplines, has resulted in mar-
gin expansion within GIL. Net revenue has
increased by 1% (adjusted at constant currency
rates: +3%), with margins expanding from 24% in
Q2 2014 to 25% in Q2 2015. 

GIL’s road map remains consistent. First, contin-
ue to drive commercial improvement through a
trade lane and sales force management approach.
Second, continue transforming the underlying busi-
ness through ongoing technology, process and
management improvements. Third, maintain finan-
cial discipline and a lean and agile structure that is
in-line with business needs. “We feel confident in
both our strategy and in our investment in building
the disciplines to execute the strategy,” said Tarek
Sultan.

Agility’s Infrastructure Group
Agility’s Infrastructure companies contributed

KD 71.1 million to second quarter 2015 revenues.
Net revenues for this group of companies showed
an 8% increase over the same period last year.
Agility Real Estate, the largest contributor in the
group, grew its revenues by 10% in Q2 2015, com-
pared to the same period in 2014. Other
Infrastructure companies have also reported
healthy growth in this quarter and are making
progress in new customer acquisition and geo-
graphic expansion.  “The infrastructure group will
remain an important and growing contributor to
the group’s profitability, with each entity pursuing
its individual strategy to grow and expand. Most
have a strong foundation in the Middle East, and
are actively engaging with opportunities to grow in
the region, Africa, and elsewhere,” said Sultan.  

Recap of Financial Performance for Q2 2015
Agility’s net profit stands at KD 13.5 million, a 5%

increase from KD 12.8 million in Q2 2014. EPS
stands at 11.79 fils, compared to 11.18 fils a year
earlier. EBITDA stands at KD 25.5 million, a 1%
increase from the same period a year before. 

Agility’s revenues for Q2 2015 are KD 328.4 mil-
lion, a decrease of 4% from KD 341.7 million in the
same period in 2014. Agility’s net revenues have
increased by 3% over the same period. 

GIL’s revenue stands at KD 259.0 million, adjust-
ed at constant currency rates represents a decrease
of 1% compared to the same period in 2014  (a 4%
decrease on a reported basis). 

Infrastructure’s revenue was KD 71.1 million

compared with KD 72.7 million in Q2 2014. The
Infrastructure group’s NR has shown an 8% increase
over the same period last year. Agility enjoys a
healthy balance sheet, with a net cash position of
KD 17 million as of 30th June 2015.

“The external market environment will continue
to be a challenge for the foreseeable future with
economic growth slowing in some countries, but
improving in others. While we cannot control these
external factors, we will be strategic in our invest-

ment choices, focusing on countries, verticals, and
products that have long-term potential. We will also
continue to drive internal transformation efforts to
operate more effectively and profitably, within indi-
vidual businesses and as a company overall,” said
Tarek Sultan. “As always, I would like to thank our
team of 20,000+ employees for their commitment,
our 60,000 customers in more than 100 countries
for their patronage, and our partners for their ongo-
ing engagement and support.”KUWAT: Al Ahli Bank of Kuwait (ABK)

announced yesterday the second winner of
its exciting “Spend and Win” summer cam-
paign prize draw, for July card spends. Mrs
Wedad Ebrahim, the first prize winner from
Head Office branch and Saad Mohammed,
the second prize winner also from the Head
Office branch both received their prizes fol-
lowing the draw held on the10th August,
under the supervision of the Ministry of
Commerce.

By spending a minimum of KD 100 from
the 1st of June until the 31st of August,

ABK cardholders will receive the chance to
win back their total spend values up to KD
3,000 in the summer campaign’s three
monthly draws. Customers with ABK Credit
and Prepaid cards are all eligible to enter
the draws.

ABK cardholders still have a chance to
participate and win in the remaining draw.
The final prize draw will take place in
September for cardholders’ August spends. 

For more information on Al Ahli Bank of
Kuwait please visit www.eahli.com, contact
an ABK representative via ‘Ahli Chat’.

KUWAIT: “FTC” Federal General Trading &
Contracting Co., exclusive distributor of
APOLLO Tyres in Kuwait, recently intro-
duced new high performance SUV sum-
mer tyres Apterra H/P.

The new tyre, which is being intro-
duced globally, has been developed by
the Global PV R&D Centre of Apollo Tyres
Ltd based out of the Netherlands.

Ashish Tandon, General Manager of
Federal General Trading & Contracting
Co., explained that the new tyre is a high
performance tyre which would cater to
the growing number of SUV and
Crossover owners in Kuwait. 

The entire product range of Apollo for
the SUV and 4X4 segment, is marketed
under the Apterra name.  Apterra A/T
would be offered for all terrain driving,
where as Apterra H/T will be specially
made for highway driving.  The range will
be further expanded and more tyres with
a higher speed index will be added to
the Apterra range, with a focus on
increasing the market share in this grow-
ing vehicle segment.

Apterra H/P tyres unique features:
• Super silent (innovative noise reduc-

tion technology)
• Enhanced wet handling & braking

(unique anti skid technology during
rain), optimum traction 

• Fuel saver
• Precise steering response & high

degree of stability on the road 
• Safe high speed cornering
• Longer tyre life  

The Apterra H/P tyres sizes available in
Kuwait are:

215/70 R16 100H
215/65 R16 98H
225/60 R17  99H 
235/70 R16 105H
235/65 R17  108H XL 
235/60 R18 107V XL 
245/60 R18 105H 
255/55 R18 109V XL
Apterra H/P range along with other

Apollo tires ranges are available at FTC
dealers across Kuwait and Apollo outlet
in Canada Dry str, opp. Arabic Cafeteria.

Agility releases Q2 
financial results for 2015

ABK announces second winner 
in the ‘Spend & Win’ campaign

Ashish TandonSatpal Singh

Apollo introduces
Apterra H/P Tyres

NEW YORK: Any day now, David Murdock, the
92-year-old owner of Dole Food Co, will find out
whether his decision to go to trial to defend the
terms of his 2013 buyout of the company was
heroic or foolish. It was certainly unusual, and
could lead to one of the biggest judgments ever
in Delaware’s Court of Chancery, a leading venue
for corporate disputes.

Dole faces two kinds of legal actions that
have been combined because they both allege
the buyout price was too low. A small group of
hedge funds have brought a so-called appraisal
action, which is being tried alongside a share-
holder class action lawsuit.

While appraisal actions sometimes go all the
way to trial, shareholder class actions almost
never do, usually ending with quick settlements.
Increasingly, companies see the lawsuits simply
as part of the cost of corporate dealmaking.

But Murdock, a high school dropout and self-
made billionaire, is having none of that. He
fought the actions  all the way through a two-
week trial that began in February in Delaware,
where California-based Dole is incorporated.
During the proceeding, Murdock even took the
stand to face two days of aggressive question-
ing, despite his age and poor hearing. The share-
holders have not backed down either. They are
led by plaintiffs’ attorney Stuart Grant, who has
wrested multimillion dollar settlements from
News Corp and Goldman Sachs, among others,
in some of the few cases that have actually gen-
erated big wins for shareholders.

In the Dole case, investors are seeking to
nearly double the $13.50 a share Murdock paid
for the company, one of the world’s largest pro-
ducers of fresh fruit and vegetables. If they pre-
vail, Dole and Murdock could have to put up as
much as $1 billion-on top of the $1.2 billion
already spent on the buyout. That possibility has
prompted Moody’s to warn that it could cut
Dole’s already junk credit rating, just as the com-
pany needs cash to pay for new ships and invest-
ments in plantations. A ruling from Vice
Chancellor Travis Laster is expected imminently.

America’s oldest CEO
At the time of the November 2103 buyout,

which shareholders approved by a slim margin,
Murdock was chairman and CEO of the fruit
importer and owned 40 percent of its stock. In
court, Grant painted Murdock - America’s oldest
CEO, according to information service FactSet -
as scheming to drive down the stock price to the
point where he could take the company private
on the cheap, then bullying his board to accept
the deal.

Murdock has denied the allegations. “We did
a fair and honest transaction that is being made
to look now like I was a dirty skunk that did all of
this damage,” he testified. Murdock told the
court he paid generously for Dole, and that he
pursued the deal not for personal gain but to
combine the food producer with a North
Carolina research center he established to
unlock the secrets of nutrition and longevity.

During the trial Murdock testified about his
unusual memory, saying he could recite dozens
of poems, and claimed he could still run as fast
as ever. The appraisal action part of the case was
brought by funds affiliated with Merion Capital,

Hudson Bay Capital, Magnetar Capital and
Fortress Investment Group. Together the funds
scooped up nearly 20 percent of Dole stock just
before the deal closed, with an eye to pursuing
legal action. Kevin Abrams of Wilmington-based
Abrams & Bayliss is representing a majority of
the appraisal petitioners, and Grant represents
some as well.

Appraisal actions were to protect long-term
investors who had merger deals forced upon
them. However, Delaware court rulings have
allowed short-term investors to seek appraisals
even if they purchased the stock after the dead-
line to vote on a deal. In recent years, investors
have bought stock in companies being acquired
just prior to deals closing, specifically so they can
bring appraisal actions.

The cases can bring generous settlements or
judgments. And even if the deal price is found to
be fair, interest on the stock being appraised
nevertheless accrues at 5.75 percent, generating
a relatively good return whether or not the
action has merit. In recent years appraisal cases
have boomed. Hedge funds focused on
“appraisal arbitrage” have generated up to 20
percent annual returns, often through private
letters and quick settlements that never reach
the court. Critics deride the suits as a get-rich-
quick ploy by “M&A pirates.”

Battling the laws
Dole has also taken the fight outside the

courtroom, lobbying Delaware officials to
amend laws that Murdock believes incentivize
shareholder actions - even if the changes come
too late to help Dole.

In December 2013, hours after Dole signed a
15-year lease deal with the Port of Wilmington,
assuring steady revenues for Delaware and some
850 jobs in the state, Andrew Lippstone, the
governor’s general counsel, wrote to Dole’s gen-
eral counsel Genevieve Kelly. According to docu-
ments obtained from an open records request,
he passed along a list of Delaware legal experts
who proposed changes to the state’s corporate
law.  “Happy to discuss next steps at your con-
venience.”

Soon after that, the company began pushing
for changes to Delaware’s corporate laws. Dole
wanted to discourage the hedge funds from
“buying lawsuits,” as the company saw it, by lim-
iting appraisal to long-term investors and cut-
ting the interest incentive.

Kelly threatened to retaliate if Dole did not
get the changes it wanted. In a September email
to the governor’s chief of staff, she wrote that
hedge funds pursuing appraisal “show compa-
nies why there is a need to re-incorporate in
more business friendly states.”

Kelly got more specific in an email to Reuters:
“we have communicated that Dole will incorpo-
rate elsewhere if changes are not made.”

Lawmakers have said they anticipate action
next year, most likely aimed at modifying the
appraisal interest. The change will come too late
to benefit Dole, but it would likely undercut the
“appraisal arbitrage” that has attracted so many
hedge funds. Meanwhile, Murdock is optimistic
he will prevail in court. “I’ve been in a lot of
fights,” he testified during the case. “You’d be the
first one I ever lost, if I lose.”  — AP

America’s oldest CEO puts his 
Dole buyout to high-stakes test
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SAN FRANCISCO:  Beginning more than a
decade ago, one of the largest security compa-
nies in the world, Moscow-based Kaspersky Lab,
tried to damage rivals in the marketplace by trick-
ing their antivirus software programs into classify-
ing benign files as malicious, according to two
former employees. They said the secret campaign
targeted Microsoft Corp , AVG Technologies NV,
Avast Software and other rivals, fooling some of
them into deleting or disabling important files on
their customers’ PCs. Some of the attacks were
ordered by Kaspersky Lab’s co-founder, Eugene
Kaspersky, in part to retaliate against smaller
rivals that he felt were aping his software instead
of developing their own technology, they said.

“Eugene considered this stealing,” said one of
the former employees. Both sources requested
anonymity and said they were among a small
group of people who knew about the operation.

Kaspersky Lab strongly denied that it had
tricked competitors into categorizing clean files
as malicious, so-called false positives.

“Our company has never conducted any secret
campaign to trick competitors into generating
false positives to damage their market standing,”
Kaspersky said in a statement to Reuters. “Such
actions are unethical, dishonest and their legality
is at least questionable.”

Executives at Microsoft, AVG and Avast previ-
ously told Reuters that unknown parties had tried
to induce false positives in recent years. When
contacted this week, they had no comment on
the allegation that Kaspersky Lab had targeted
them. The Russian company is one of the most
popular antivirus software makers, boasting 400
million users and 270,000 corporate clients.
Kaspersky has won wide respect in the industry
for its research on sophisticated Western spying
programs and the Stuxnet computer worm that
sabotaged Iran’s nuclear program in 2009 and
2010.

The two former Kaspersky Lab employees said
the desire to build market share also factored into
Kaspersky’s selection of competitors to sabotage.

“It was decided to provide some problems” for
rivals, said one ex-employee. “It is not only dam-
aging for a competing company but also damag-
ing for users’ computers.”

The former Kaspersky employees said compa-
ny researchers were assigned to work for weeks
or months at a time on the sabotage projects. 

Their chief task was to reverse-engineer com-
petitors’ virus detection software to figure out
how to fool them into flagging good files as mali-
cious, the former employees said.

The opportunity for such trickery has
increased over the past decade and a half as the
soaring number of harmful computer programs
have prompted security companies to share more
information with each other, industry experts
said. They licensed each other’s virus-detection
engines, swapped samples of malware, and sent
suspicious files to third-party aggregators such as
Google Inc’s VirusTotal. By sharing all this data,
security companies could more quickly identify
new viruses and other malicious content. But the
collaboration also allowed companies to borrow
heavily from each other’s work instead of finding

bad files on their own.
Kaspersky Lab in 2010 complained openly

about copycats, calling for greater respect for
intellectual property as data-sharing became
more prevalent.

In an effort to prove that other companies
were ripping off its work, Kaspersky said it ran an
experiment: It created 10 harmless files and told
VirusTotal that it regarded them as malicious.
VirusTotal aggregates information on suspicious
files and shares them with security companies.

Within a week and a half, all 10 files were
declared dangerous by as many as 14 security
companies that had blindly followed Kaspersky’s
lead, according to a media presentation given by
senior Kaspersky analyst Magnus Kalkuhl in
Moscow in January 2010.

When Kaspersky’s complaints did not lead to
significant change, the former employees said, it
stepped up the sabotage.

INJECTING BAD CODE
In one technique, Kaspersky’s engineers would

take an important piece of software commonly
found in PCs and inject bad code into it so that
the file looked like it was infected, the ex-employ-
ees said. They would send the doctored file
anonymously to VirusTotal.

Then, when competitors ran this doctored file
through their virus detection engines, the file
would be flagged as potentially malicious. If the
doctored file looked close enough to the original,
Kaspersky could fool rival companies into think-
ing the clean file was problematic as well.

VirusTotal had no immediate comment. In its
response to written questions from Reuters,
Kaspersky denied using this technique. It said it
too had been a victim of such an attack in
November 2012, when an “unknown third party”
manipulated Kaspersky into misclassifying files
from Tencent , Mail.ru and the Steam gaming
platform as malicious.

The extent of the damage from such attacks is
hard to assess because antivirus software can
throw off false positives for a variety of reasons,
and many incidents get caught after a small num-
ber of customers are affected, security executives
said.

The former Kaspersky employees said
Microsoft was one of the rivals that were targeted
because many smaller security companies fol-
lowed the Redmond, Washington-based compa-
ny’s lead in detecting malicious files. They
declined to give a detailed account of any specific
attack.

Microsoft’s antimalware research director,
Dennis Batchelder, told Reuters in April that he
recalled a time in March 2013 when many cus-
tomers called to complain that a printer code had
been deemed dangerous by its antivirus program
and placed in “quarantine.”

Batchelder said it took him roughly six hours
to figure out that the printer code looked a lot like
another piece of code that Microsoft had previ-
ously ruled malicious. Someone had taken a legit-
imate file and jammed a wad of bad code into it,
he said.  Because the normal printer code looked
so much like the altered code, the antivirus pro-

gram quarantined that as well.
Over the next few months, Batchelder’s team

found hundreds, and eventually thousands, of
good files that had been altered to look bad.
Batchelder told his staff not to try to identify the
culprit.

“It doesn’t really matter who it was,” he said.
“All of us in the industry had a vulnerability, in
that our systems were based on trust. We wanted
to get that fixed.”

In a subsequent interview on Wednesday,
Batchelder declined to comment on any role
Kaspersky may have played in the 2013 printer
code problems or any other attacks. Reuters has
no evidence linking Kaspersky to the printer code
attack.

As word spread in the security industry about
the induced false positives found by Microsoft,
other companies said they tried to figure out
what went wrong in their own systems and what
to do differently, but no one identified those
responsible.

At Avast, a largely free antivirus software mak-
er with the biggest market share in many
European and South American countries, employ-
ees found a large range of doctored network driv-
ers, duplicated for different language versions.
Avast Chief Operating Officer Ondrej Vlcek told
Reuters in April that he suspected the offenders
were well-equipped malware writers and “wanted
to have some fun” at the industry’s expense.  He
did not respond to a request on Thursday for
comment on the allegation that Kaspersky had
induced false positives.

WAVES OF ATTACKS
The former employees said Kaspersky Lab

manipulated false positives off and on for more
than 10 years, with the peak period between
2009 and 2013.

It is not clear if the attacks have ended, though
security executives say false positives are much
less of a problem today. That is in part because
security companies have grown less likely to
accept a competitor’s determinations as gospel
and are spending more to weed out false posi-
tives.

AVG’s former chief technology officer, Yuval
Ben-Itzhak, said the company suffered from
troves of bad samples that stopped after it set up
special filters to screen for them and improved its
detection engine. “There were several waves of
these samples, usually four times per year. This
crippled-sample generation lasted for about four
years. The last wave was received at the begin-
ning of the year 2013,” he told Reuters in April.

AVG’s chief strategy officer, Todd Simpson,
declined to comment on Wednesday. Kaspersky
said it had also improved its algorithms to
defend against false virus samples. It added
that it believed no antivirus company conduct-
ed the attacks “as it would have a very bad
effect on the whole industry.” “Although the
security market is very competitive, trusted
threat-data exchange is definitely part of the
overall security of the entire IT ecosystem, and
this exchange must not be compromised or
corrupted,” Kaspersky said. —Reuters

CONNECTICUT: Uber Technologies Inc
on Thursday won the dismissal of a rack-
eteering lawsuit by 15 Connecticut taxi
and limousine companies seeking to
stop the ride-sharing company from
doing business in the state.

US District Judge Alvin Thompson in
Hartford said the plaintiffs failed to show
that Uber competed unfairly, tried to
lure away their drivers, or misrepresent-
ed its services, fares and drivers’ insur-
ance coverage to passengers.

The judge also rejected the plaintiffs’
argument that Uber should follow the
same licensing and safety regulations
that they are required by law to observe.

He said this was because it was only
recently that Connecticut’s legislature
even asked the state’s Department of
Transportation to consider whether Uber
should be covered.

Uber had argued that it was unclear
how state transportation laws could

“apply to a technology company” such
as itself and which owns no cars and
employs no drivers. Uber spokesman
Matthew Wing said the decision lets
Connecticut drivers and passengers
keep receiving the “economic and trans-
portation benefits” that the company
provides. Lawyers for the taxi and limou-
sine companies did not immediately
respond to requests for comment.

Thompson said the plaintiffs may file
an amended lawsuit if they wish. The
lawsuit is similar to many filed in the
United States against San Francisco-
based Uber, which lets customers sum-
mon vehicles through a smartphone
application. In their complaint, which
also sought damages, the Connecticut
companies said Uber succeeds because
it can “prey parasitically on established
taxicab and livery services” by cutting
corners and ignoring laws meant to pro-
tect passengers. — Reuters

Uber wins dismissal of lawsuit
by Connecticut taxi companies

Ex-employees: Russian antivirus 
firm faked malware to harm rivals

FALMOUTH: While thousands of runners descend
upon Cape Cod for the New Balance Falmouth
Road Race this weekend, an additional 100 are
planning to compete from the comfort of their
home or gym. Whether they failed to snag a covet-
ed bib or are serving overseas in the military, the
displaced runners can grab a tablet computer, hop
on the treadmill and take off while watching video
of the actual course of Sunday’s race.

Falmouth is among the first races to let runners
compete virtually from the treadmill, an idea that
others are considering to widen their reach and
boost their revenue. 

The goal is to draw runners who can’t attend in
the flesh. For Falmouth, that includes 3,000 run-
ners who were turned away this year because of
size limits, along with others who couldn’t travel to
Cape Cod. “This gives them an alternative to expe-
rience a little bit about what the race is all about,”
said Dave McGillivray, director of the storied 7-mile
race, now in its 43rd running.

Growing interest in the sport has pushed other
U.S. races to their capacities in recent years, while
attracting technology companies that see a
demand for virtual racing.

The company behind Falmouth’s virtual race,
Outside Interactive, is unveiling its technology for
the first time on Sunday. Treadmill competitors
simply download an app to the tablet and are off
and running. Before now, the company specialized
in creating videos that whisk runners away from
the treadmill to scenic courses in Central Park or
the sandy beaches of Puerto Rico.

“It’s never going to be fun, but we’re trying to
make it engaging,” said Gary McNamee, founder
and president of the company, which is based in
Hopkinton, Massachusetts.

Another company, RunSocial, has announced
plans to offer a virtual version of the London
Marathon next year. By casting a wider net, races

can also tap into a new stream of revenue and
attract new sponsors. Virtual runners at Falmouth
will pay $40, compared with $65 for the outdoor
race. Those fees cover race costs only, McGillivray
said, and anything leftover is donated to charity.

But the race’s sponsors will get extra exposure

through advertisements that will be shown during
the virtual race. “It ’s a 7-mile commercial,”
McNamee said.

For their fee, treadmill runners will get an offi-
cial finisher’s mug and a race keychain. Their times
will be posted online but kept in a separate cate-

gory from the outdoor race.
The price seemed fair to Jennifer Walker, who

plans to race from a treadmill at her gym in
Baltimore. A former Boston resident, Walker has
always wanted to run Falmouth. But with two
young children and a husband who’s a physician,

she said, traveling can be a challenge.
“This is so easy for me. All I have to do is pretty

much do what I normally do - go run on the tread-
mill,” Walker said.

The video for Falmouth was filmed on a
Segway about half an hour before the race started
last year. It includes throngs of cheering fans along
the course’s ocean vistas.

Outside Interactive has filmed 10 more races
that could be developed into virtual versions,
McNamee said. Although the technology for virtu-
al racing is relatively new, the idea isn’t.

For years, members of the military in far-flung
locales have organized their own races to coincide
with major events, such as the Chicago Marathon.
In 2007, American astronaut Sunita Williams ran
26.2 miles on a space station’s treadmill during the
Boston Marathon.

The technology from Outside Interactive bor-
rows from that concept but tries to create an
authentic simulation of the actual course.

When the video approaches a hill, for example,
it prompts runners to increase the elevation on
their treadmill. If runners want to pick up the pace,
they increase the treadmill speed and then adjust
a pace setting on the video, which can speed up or
slow down.

McNamee hopes that in the future, advances in
technology will make those adjustments easier. As
close as virtual running gets to the real thing,
though, race directors predict it will always fall
short. “Truth be told, I don’t think you can compare
the two,” said McGillivray, who is also director of
the Boston Marathon. “It’ll never replace obviously
the experience of running the race in person.
Nothing will ever replace that. But it’s an alterna-
tive to that.” As evidence, he only has to point to
the grand prize for virtual runners: They’ll be
entered into a lottery for a chance to run in-person
next year.—AP

Cape Cod race lets runners compete from treadmills

FALMOUTH: In this Thursday, Aug. 13, 2015 photo, Joe Ciavattone, an employee of Outside Interactive, demonstrates the company’s virtu-
al race technology at the New Balance Falmouth Road Race expo. —AP

NEW York:  This June 11, 2015 photo shows the Apple logo on an iMac at an Apple
store in New York. Adding fuel to rumors that Apple is working on designs for a car,
local officials say engineers for the giant tech company recently made inquiries
about a former navy base that’s been converted into a testing ground for self-dri-
ving cars and other cutting-edge vehicles. — AP

Apple said to show interest 
in automotive testing facility
SAN FRANCISCO: Adding fuel to rumors
that Apple is working on designs for a car,
local officials say engineers for the giant
tech company recently made inquiries
about a former navy base that’s been con-
verted into a testing ground for self-driving
cars and other cutting-edge vehicles.

Apple, which is best known for making
iPhones and Mac computers, hasn’t said
what kind of testing it hoped to conduct at
the GoMentum Station automotive testing
facility, which used to be a naval station in
the San Francisco Bay Area city of Concord.

“We don’t know. They haven’t said what
they want to test. It could be an iPhone,”
joked Jack Hall, program manager for con-
nected vehicles and autonomous vehicles at
GoMentum Station, which is operated by
the Contra Costa Transportation Authority.
The agency is promoting a portion of the
former Concord Naval Weapons Station as
an ideal testing facility for carmakers and
tech companies working on automotive
technology.

“It’s got all the infrastructure of a city,”
Hall said of the facility. “There are buildings,
streets and intersections, but no people.”

The 5,000-acre site has 20 miles of paved
roads, including overpasses, tunnels and
railroad crossings, according to the agency’s
website, which calls it “the largest secure test
facility in the world.” Another 7,600 acres of
the former navy base is now used as a ship-
ping terminal by the U.S. Army.

GoMentum Station already has an agree-
ment with Honda, which plans to test auto-
mated vehicle systems there. Hall said his

agency hopes to partner with other compa-
nies for testing self-driving cars and “con-
nected vehicles” - cars that use the Internet
and local networks to exchange a variety of
information with other devices and vehicles.

Apple has “shown interest” in the facility
but has not reached any agreement for test-
ing there, Hall said. Company representa-
tives have not actually visited yet, he said.
An Apple spokesman declined comment
Friday.

The tech giant’s interest in the facility was
first reported by the Guardian newspaper,
which cited email correspondence obtained
under a public-records request. The newspa-
per also quoted another official at the trans-
portation authority who said Apple insisted
on a non-disclosure agreement which
barred him from saying any more. A number
of automakers and tech companies, includ-
ing Google, are working on new designs for
autonomous and electric-powered vehicles.

In February, The Wall Street Journal cited
unnamed sources who said Apple is work-
ing on designs for an electric vehicle to be
sold under the Apple brand. Analysts say
Apple has the financial wherewithal and
ambition to pursue such a project, although
some believe it’s more likely interested in
developing software for use in cars made by
other companies.

Other evidence of Apple’s interest in cars
has surfaced in recent months, including a
lawsuit in which a Massachusetts startup
working on electric car batteries accused
Apple of poaching some of its engineers.
The lawsuit has since been settled. —AP



WASHINGTON: Air pollution is killing
about 4,000 people in China a day,
accounting for 1 in 6 premature
deaths in the world’s most populous
country, a new study finds. Physicists
at the University of California,
Berkeley, calculated that about 1.6
million people in China die each year
from heart, lung and stroke problems
because of incredibly polluted air,
especially small particles of haze.
Earlier studies put the annual Chinese

air pollution death toll at 1 to 2 mil-
lion, but this is the first to use newly
released Chinese air monitoring fig-
ures.

The study released Thursday
blamed emissions from the burning
of coal, both for electricity and heat-
ing homes. The study, to be published
in the journal PLOS One, uses real air
measurements and then computer
model calculations that estimate
heart, lung and stroke deaths for dif-

ferent types of pollutants.
Study lead author Robert Rohde

said that 38 percent of the Chinese
population lives in an area with a
long-term air quality average that the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
calls “unhealthy.” “It’s a very big num-
ber,” Rohde said Thursday. “It’s a little
hard to wrap your mind around the
numbers. Some of the worst in China
is to the southwest of Beijing.” To put
Chinese air pollution in perspective,

the most recent American Lung
Association data shows that Madera,
California, has the highest annual
average for small particles in the
United States.  But 99.9 percent of the
eastern half of China has a higher
annual average for small particle haze
than Madera, Rohde said.

“In other words, nearly everyone
in China experiences air that is
worse for particulates than the
worst air in the US,” Rohde said. In a
2010 document, the EPA estimates
that between 63,000 and 88,000
people die in the US from air pollu-
tion. Other estimates range from
35,000 to 200,000. Unlike the US, air
pollution in China is worst in the
winter because of burning of coal to
heat homes and weather conditions
that keeps dirty air closer to the
ground, Rohde said. Beijing will host
the 2022 Winter Olympics. Outside
scientists praised the research.
Jason West at the University of
North Carolina said he expects “it
will  be widely influential.” Allen
Robinson at Carnegie Mellon
University said in an email that parts
of the United States, like Pittsburgh,
used to have almost as bad air but
have become much cleaner
“through tough regulations com-
bined with large collapse of heavy
industry (it moved to Asia).” As China
starts to clean up its air, limiting coal
use, it will also reduce emissions of
carbon dioxide, the chief global
warming gas, Rohde said. — AP 
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FRESNO: Chances are strong that a record-setting El
Nino is headed toward California this winter. What is
unknown is how it will play out for the state beset by
four years of drought that fallowed farm fields, turned
lawns brown and dried up streams and wells.

What is an El Nino?
Every few years, winds shift in the Pacific Ocean

along the equator, warming the water more than usual.
These El Nino events trigger changing weather patterns
globally and can increase chances of heavy rain and
snow pelting California. Forecasters say this one is
already the second strongest on record for this time of
year and could be one of the most potent weather
changers in 65 years. It’s been unofficially named Bruce
Lee after the action hero.

Satellite measurement show that this El Nino is now
more powerful than a king-sized one in 1997-98, which
started weaker and finished stronger, said NASA
oceanographer Bill Patzert, who compared it to Godzilla
for the mudslides and destruction it can cause.

Will it end California’s drought?
Chances are 50-50 of the El Nino delivering a wet

winter, says California’s state climatologist Michael
Anderson. Since 1958, there have been seven El Nino
systems - three wet, three dry and one average.
Anderson says it’s too soon to predict a wet winter. Five
of the Sierra Nevada’s 10 skimpiest snowpacks on record
have occurred in the last decade. California needs 1 1/2
times the amount of normal rainfall to pull itself from
drought, says Mike Halpert, deputy director of the
National Oceanic Atmospheric Administration’s Climate
Prediction Center.

Are there downsides?
While few argue that California needs a wet one,

wildfires raging across the state this summer  set the
stage for flooding and mudslides. Daniel Berlant of the
state’s Department of Forestry and Fire Protection says
crews already have battled 1,500 more fires than a nor-
mal year. Fire can harden the ground, creating the
chances of floods, or it can burn off vegetation that
holds soil in place, creating mudslides.

What do farmers think?
They’re cautiously optimistic. Ryan Jacobsen, execu-

tive director of the Fresno County Farm Bureau, says

farmers aren’t fooled by a common misconception that
El Nino always translates into a wet winter. Early signs
point to a good winter ahead, but California’s rainy sea-

son doesn’t start until October, more than one month
away. “The one constant with Mother Nature is that she’s
always changing,” Jacobsen said. — AP 

WASHINGTON: US authorities say rivers tainted
by last week’s massive spill from an abandoned
Colorado gold mine are starting to recover, but
for the government’s Environmental Protection
Agency, the political fallout from the disaster
could linger. The agency’s critics are already
seeking to use its handling of the mine spill to
undercut the Obama administration’s rollout of
major regulations aimed at cutting greenhouse
gas emissions at the nation’s power plants. Both
the House and Senate are planning hearings
after Congress returns from its August recess.
“The EPA is supposed to help prevent environ-
mental catastrophes, not cause them,” said Rep.
Steve Scalise, a Republican member of the
House leadership. “But, sadly, President Obama’s
EPA has been too busy threatening American
jobs with radical regulations instead of focusing
on what should be their core mission.”

States plan to sue 
EPA and contract workers accidentally

unleashed 3 million gallons of contaminated
wastewater as they inspected the idled Gold
King mine on Aug 5, just two days after Obama
unveiled his Clean Power Plan. At least 15
states say they plan to sue over the new carbon
restrictions, and coal-mining backers l ike
Senate Majority Leader Mitch McConnell of
Kentucky are urging states to simply ignore the
new carbon rules from Washington.

Over the last week, even Democrats repre-
senting states affected by the spill have criti-
cized the agency’s response as anemic. On
Tuesday, EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy
gave a policy speech about the new carbon-
reduction program at an event in Washington.
But at a news conference afterward, every
question was about the mine spill. McCarthy
said her agency takes full responsibility for the
accident and expressed deep sorrow for the
environmental harm caused to the Animas and
San Juan rivers. The EPA chief then left for a
two-day fence-mending trip out West aimed at

showing that her agency is responsive and
competent. For Republicans, it was an opportu-
nity to put the EPA on the defensive. “I think we
have seen what happens when the EPA comes
after private industry - they come after them
with heavy hand,” said Sen. Cory Gardner, R-
Colo. “Now, the shoe is on the other foot, and
we have seen a lack of communication and
coordination.”

Bob Deans, a spokesman for the environ-
mental group National Resources Defense
Council, predicted that people would see the
efforts to link the spill to regulations aimed at
addressing climate change for what it is -
political theater. “The public wants action on
climate change and we expect our waters to
be protected from mining waste,” Deans said.
“We count on the EPA to do both. This tragic
accident hasn’t changed that.  If anything, it’s
highlighted the risks we take and the price we
pay when we allow environmental threats to
fester.” — AP 

Environmental agency attacked
after mine spill pollutes rivers
‘EPA supposed to prevent catastrophes, not cause them’

NEW DELHI: Six months after India boast-
ed that its tiger population was growing
fast, conservationists on Wednesday said
41 big cats had already died this year and
worried that the country was not doing
enough to save them. Despite awareness
campaigns,  India’s National Tiger
Conservation Authority and the wildlife
group TRAFFIC say only seven of the cats
died from natural causes, one was killed
by authorities and the rest were illegally
poached between January and August.

In January, Indian environment authori-
ties had claimed conservation efforts were
working as the number of tigers in the
country had risen to 2,226 in 2014, up
from 1,706 counted in 2010. Experts say
the partial death toll proves India was not
doing enough to protect the endangered
predators, noting 66 tigers died during all
of 2014. 

Of those which died naturally this year,
two were killed in tiger battles, which
experts say are becoming more frequent as
the big cats vie for territory while their
habitats shrink. Wildlife experts say tigers
are facing increasing threats to their roam-
ing territory as their traditional forests were
being cleared to make way for huge power
projects, roads and human habitats as the
country pushes ahead with rapid industrial-
ization and economic development.

‘This is worrisome’ 
“We are losing buffer areas around the

tiger reserves every day and this is worri-
some,” said Shekhar Niraj, the head of
TRAFFIC-India. Coupled with the decline
in deer, wild boar and other smaller ani-
mals that tigers prey on, the loss of buffer
areas outside tiger reserves was increas-
ingly driving the cats to move outside
their established territory into human set-
tlements, Niraj said. A century ago an esti-
mated 100,000 tigers roamed India’s
forests. Their numbers declined steadily
till the 1970s, when India banned tiger
hunting and embarked on a program to
create special reserves and protected
areas in national parks and wildlife sanctu-
aries. Conservation efforts began to pay
off around 2010, when tiger numbers
began to slowly rise.

India faces intense international scruti-
ny over its tiger conservation efforts as it
has nearly three-fourths of the world’s
estimated 3,200 tigers. The illegal trade in
tiger skin and body parts still remains a
stubborn and serious threat. Tiger organs
and bones fetch high prices on the black
market because of demand driven by tra-
ditional Chinese medicine practitioners.

India is also roping in celebrities to
promote its tiger conservation program.
On Tuesday,  the western state of
Maharashtra announced that it  was
appointing Bollywood superstar Amitabh
Bachchan as the state’s tiger ambassador
to create awareness about its efforts to
save the animals. — AP 

Wildlife groups say 41 tigers 
have died in India this year

SHANGHAI: US universities ruled the
top 10 spots in a global ranking con-
ducted by a Chinese research centre
with Harvard taking the crown for the
13th year. The top 10 universities were
virtually unchanged from last year
with Stanford and MIT again coming
in second and third, according to the
Academic Ranking of World
Universit ies released by a centre
under Shanghai Jiaotong University.

The University of California at
Berkeley, Princeton University and the
California Institute of Technology
remained in the same places-ranking
fourth, sixth and seventh respectively.
Columbia University and University of
Chicago came in at eighth and ninth.
University of Cambridge and
University of Oxford, the only two
non-American universities in the top
10, were fifth and 10th.

The only difference was that last
year Chicago and Oxford were tied for
ninth place while this year the US
establishment held the place alone
with the British institution slipping a
notch.  The Center of World-Class
Universities under Jiaotong University
surveys 1,200 universities and picks
the top 500 every year.

Though the Chinese organizer
claims the ranking to be “the most

trustworthy”, European officials have
in the past cr it icized it  for being
biased against Europe’s universities as
it under emphasize the humanities
and stresses sciences. Only two other
non-American institutions, both from
Europe, made it into the top 20, with
University College London climbing
two places from last year to 18th and
the Swiss Federal  Institute of
Technology in Zurich dropping to
20th from 19th but still remaining as
the highest-ranked continental
European institution.

The organizer,  which init ial ly
intended to benchmark the perform-
ance of Chinese universities, said the
result  was based on transparent
methodology and third-party data. It
said the result was calculated based
on several parameters, including the
number of alumni and staff winning
Nobel Prizes and Fields Medals.

For mainland China,  Shanghai
Jiaotong University itself advanced
four places to come in 118th and
Peking University climbed to 115th
and remained as the highest-ranked
school in the country. In the Asia-
Pacific region, the University of Tokyo
was 21st and Kyoto University, also in
Japan, remained in the same place as
last year to come in 26th. — AFP 

US universities dominate 
China’s institute survey 

Drought-weary California hopes El Nino brings rain-filled winter

BEIJING: In this June 16, 2015, file photo, laborers work on a smoggy day in Beijing. A new study
shows that air pollution is killing about 4,000 people in China a day, accounting for 1 in 6 pre-
mature deaths in the world’s most populous country. — AP

COLORADO: Water flows through a series of retention ponds built to contain and filter out heavy metals and chemicals from the
Gold King mine wastewater accident, in the spillway about 1/4 mile downstream from the mine. — AP

RAJASTHAN: In this Wednesday, June 10, 2015 file photo, a Royal Bengal
tiger drags a wild boar after killing it at the Ranthambhore national park
in Sawai Madhopur. — AP

Air pollution in China kills 4000 a day 

These false-color images provided by NASA satellites compare warm Pacific Ocean water tempera-
tures from the strong El Nino that brought North America large amounts of rainfall in 1997, left, and
the current El Nino as of Aug 5, 2015, right. — AP 



WASHINGTON: The octopus already is an oddball of
the ocean. Now biologists have rediscovered a species
of that eight-arm sea creature that’s even stranger and
shares some of our social and mating habits. With their
shifting shapes, mesmerizing eyes, and uncanny intelli-
gence, octopuses “are one of the most mysterious and
captivating species,” said Rich Ross, a senior biologist at
the California Academy of Sciences.  “They’re aliens
alive on our planet and it feels like they have plans.”

For Ross and colleagues, it got stranger when they
got a batch of octopuses from Central America to
study. The critters just didn’t fit the loner denizen-of-
the-deep profile that scientists had drawn for the rest
of the 300 or so octopus species. While most octopus-
es live alone, coming together for ever-so-brief and
dangerous mating, couples of this species can live
together to mate for a few days in the same cramped
den or shell.

Beak-to-beak 
While other male octopuses mate from a distance

to avoid being cannibalized, these octopuses mate
entangled beak-to-beak. That style could almost be
thought of as romantic, said Alvaro Roura, an octopus
expert at La Trobe University in Australia, who wasn’t

part of the study. While other females lay one batch of
eggs and then die, the female of this species lives
longer and produces eggs constantly, bettering the
species chance of survival, Ross said.

But it’s more than sex. These octopuses clean out
food waste from their dens. They twirl their arms like
an old-timey movie villain with a moustache. And they
quickly learn that people mean food: when someone
enters the room, they leave their dens and head to the
top of the tank. “It’s the most amazing octopus that I’ve
ever gotten to work with,” Ross said.

The octopus, normally a dull chocolate brown, sud-
denly sports stripes and spots when it gets excited or
upset, said Roy Caldwell of the University of California,
Berkeley. He is the lead author of a paper on the octo-
pus with Ross and others published Wednesday in the
journal PLOS One.

Distinctive behavior 
The species is preliminarily called the Larger Pacific

Striped Octopus, although it’s really not much bigger
than a tennis ball - just bigger than a similar species. It
was found almost 40 years ago off the coast of
Panama.  Other scientists wouldn’t believe it was a sep-
arate species or that it showed such distinctive behav-

ior. So its discoverer, Arcadio Rodaniche, gave up and
the species was never formally described or named.

Then in 2011, Caldwell got an email from a high
school student about his pet octopus, Charlie. It was
the same species discovered in the 1970s. Caldwell
traced it to a dealer who sent him two dozen of the
species from Panama, Nicaragua and Mexico to study
in captivity. The researchers note that this octopus
species could act differently in the wild. They included
Rodaniche as a co-author after the retired researcher
declined to let them name the octopus species after
him.

In the journal Nature, a different team of scientists
on Wednesday published the first map decoding octo-
pus genes. They found the octopus’s genetic code is
only slightly smaller than humans, but twice as big as a
bird’s genetic instruction guide. Octopuses are inverte-
brates, meaning they have no backbones.
Invertebrates generally have a less evolved nervous
systems, but not the octopus. They found that it had
many of the same genes as other invertebrates,
although mixed up as through a blender, said study
author Clifton Ragsdale at the University of Chicago.
“There’s a lot of weird creatures and these are the
largest of the weird creatures,” he said. — AP 
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LOS ANGELES:  A popular  camp -
ground at Yosemite National Park in
California will be temporarily closed
after several dead squirrels were
found to be carrying the plague,
of f ic ia ls  sa id  Fr iday.   The move
comes about a week after a girl who
visited the park tested positive for
the plague. She was treated and has
recovered. 

“As an extremely precautionary
public health measure, flea treat-
ment will be applied to rodent bur-
rows in  Tuolumne Meadows
Campground because several dead
animals were tested and found to be
carrying plague,” park officials said
in a statement.  The campground
will be closed from August 17-21.
The park itself  wil l  remain open,

including a l l  the other  camp -
grounds.

Plague is  carr ied by squirrels,
chipmunks and other wild rodents
and their fleas. “By eliminating the
fleas, we reduce the risk of human
exposure and break the c ycle of
plague in rodents at the sites,” said
Karen Smith, the director and state
health  of f icer  for  the Cal i fornia

Department of Public Health.
Separately on Friday, two young

campers  died when a  huge tree
branch fell on their tent, officials
said. The youths had been staying at
the centrally located Upper Pines
Campground in Yosemite Valley. The
names, ages and hometowns of the
campers  were not  re leased.
Yosemite National Park, located in

northern California’s Sierra Nevada
mountains, is the third-most visited
of the US’s national parks and one of
the oldest. The website of nearby
Sequoia and Kings Canyon National
Park warns, that “trees and branches
have been falling more frequently,
possibly due to the drought and
beetle damage. Watch for fall ing
trees!” — AFP 

ATLANTA: The Georgia Aquarium says a govern-
ment agency’s denial of its permit to import 18
beluga whales from Russia was arbitrary and
capricious, but the government argues the
aquarium failed to meet the requirements of a
law meant to protect marine mammals.

The aquarium in September 2013 filed a law-
suit asking a judge to overturn the denial of its
June 2012 application by the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration’s National
Marine Fisheries Service, known as NOAA
Fisheries. Lawyers for the two sides faced off
Friday in federal court in Atlanta.

Each side accused the other of twisting the
facts, with a lawyer for the aquarium saying the
government had “cooked the books” on whale
population numbers and a lawyer for NOAA
Fisheries accusing the aquarium trying “to con-
fuse the court.” The two sides have asked US
District Judge Amy Totenberg to make a deci-
sion on the merits of the case, based on court fil-
ings and oral arguments, without holding a trial.
Totenberg asked questions of both sides and
seemed troubled by “an extremity of data pover-
ty” concerning beluga population numbers.

Certain qualifications 
The 1972 Marine Mammal Protection Act

prohibits the capture of marine mammals in US
waters and by US citizens elsewhere and also
doesn’t allow the import of marine mammals
and marine mammal products into the US. But it
has some exceptions, including one that allows
animals to be caught and imported for public
display by applicants meeting certain qualifica-
tions. The 18 belugas the aquarium seeks to
import originate from the Sea of Okhotsk in
northern Russia and were collected by scientists
there in 2006, 2010 and 2011. They currently live
in the Utrish Marine Mammal Research Station
in Russia. The aquarium says new whales are
needed to diversify the gene pool in the captive
beluga population in the US, which currently
numbers 29, and to increase research and edu-
cation opportunities. Some of the whales would

live at the Georgia Aquarium while others would
be loaned to aquariums in Chicago and
Connecticut and Sea World facilities in Florida,
Texas and California. NOAA Fisheries invented
new standards, broke with agency practice and
ignored data, said George Mannina, a lawyer for
the aquarium.

‘Biological removal’ 
In its application, the aquarium used the con-

cept of “potential biological removal,” which is
defined in the Marine Mammal Protection Act as
“the maximum number of animals, not includ-
ing natural mortalities, that may be removed
from a marine mammal stock while allowing
that stock to reach or maintain its optimum sus-
tainable population.” That standard is inherently
precautionary because it is quite conservative,
Mannina said. NOAA Fisheries has regularly
applied that standard in the past and ignored
data offered in this case that shows the stock of
belugas in question is not only not decreasing
but is actually increasing, he said.

NOAA Fisheries found that the aquarium’s
import of the whales would exceed that stan-
dard, but the agency doesn’t generally use that
standard to assess import permits and that’s not
the main reason the aquarium’s permit applica-
tion was denied, said Department of Justice
lawyer Clifford Stevens. A main reason for the
denial was the aquarium’s failure to show the
import would not likely have a significant
adverse impact on the population of belugas
where they were captured, Stevens said. The use
of the potential biological removal standard in
the aquarium’s application assumes there is no
other human-caused mortality of the beluga
stock at issue, but the agency found that is not
the case, he said. NOAA Fisheries initially indicat-
ed it would approve the permit but then
changed its mind without explanation, Mannina
said. The agency’s staff was leaning toward
granting the application upon initial review, but
that changed as questions were raised and they
started to look closer, Stevens said. — AP 

Odd suckers: octopus species 
is both social and romantic
‘One of the most mysterious and captivating species ‘

Squirrels in Yosemite test plague positive

This handout photo provided by Roy Caldwell shows a LPSO male A15 canteleve large Pacific striped octopus about to catch a shrimp. — AP 

Georgia Aquarium battles
government over belugas

VANCOUVER: In this June 10, 2008 file photo, Qila, a beluga whale at the Vancouver
Aquarium prepares to give birth to a calf. — AP
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Interior Ministry’s Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Major General Abdullah Al-Muhanna
received author and columnist Abdullah Buwair, who presented him a copy of his book on His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah’s humanitarian achievements.

The Kuwaiti cultural week, an exhibition
held as part of ‘Constantine, Capital of
Arab Culture 2015’ has come to an end

after an array of artistic displays supervised by
the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL).

Among the artistic content on display dur-
ing the week-long gala in the ancient city of
Constantine were photographic exhibitions,
literary and musical fests in addition to a com-
memorative film on the United Nation’s (UN)
honoring of His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a
‘Humanitarian Leader’ and Kuwait a
‘Humanitarian Center.’ All of these works
sought to create a broader picture of Kuwaiti
culture and creativity.

Head of the Kuwaiti delegation Dr Faisal
Bander Al-Duwaish in a statement to KUNA
said that, “Kuwait enjoys participating in such
carnivals that showcase Kuwaiti ingenuity and
skill. The week was eventful and certainly cap-
tivated the Algerian audience.” Duwaish also
pointed to the significance of such festivals

that bolster intra-Arab cooperation and pro-
mote Arab culture, noting that Kuwait is set to
host a similar festival under the name ‘Kuwait,
Capital for Islamic Culture 2016,’ at the onset of
the new year.

Moreover, Chief of the Algerian Culture and
Media Department Lakhdar Bin Turki in a
statement to KUNA, said that the Kuwaiti cul-
tural week was the highlight of the exhibition.
Bin Turki also noted that Kuwait’s participation
in the event paved the way for future coopera-
tion between Kuwait and Algeria. 

Art exhibition
Kuwaiti craftsmen held an exhibition in the

venerable Algerian city of Constantine, as part
of an effort to showcase Kuwaiti creativity in
the realm of arts.

Artist Abdullah Al-Zaid said in a statement
to KUNA that he had various portraits depict-
ing imaginary figures. “The portraits display
human facial features when in a state of agita-
tion,” he noted.

“Art is the ultimate platform to display one’s
skills as it is reflective of civilization,” Zaid added.

Meanwhile, painter Fadhel Al-Raees said:
“In my work, I try to deviate from the norm
and include as much variety as possible. I am
pleased to have been given the opportunity to
be exposed to Algerian craftsmanship.”
Moreover, Duwaish said that the aim of the
exhibition is to blend as much elements as
possible to create a bigger picture of Kuwaiti
culture and creativity. ‘Constantine, the capital
of Arab Culture 2015’ is part of a broader plan
to promote Arab culture and facilitate Arab
collaborations in the world of arts. —KUNA

Kuwait’s exhibition in Constantine concludes

A students’ delegation from Kuwait University’s Electric Engineering and Computer Department arrived at Shenzhen, China to receive technical training at
Huawei Telecommunications’ headquarters as part of the company’s ‘Seeds for Future’ training program. The students’ delegation had earlier visited the
Summer Palace in the capital Beijing.

The Australian College of Kuwait (ACK) announces that the Private Universities Council (PUC) scholarship application
period for the British schools graduates will open from 17 till 26 of August 2015. In addition, the PUC scholarship
application period is also open for ACK and Box Hill College Diploma graduates who are looking to enroll in a

Bachelor’s Degree program at ACK. Applicants are welcome to visit the ACK campus, located in West Mishref from Sunday
through Thursday, from 8:00am till 3:00pm.

Australian College of Kuwait’s PUC
scholarship application period continues
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The Sabah Al-Ahmad Center for Giftedness and Creativity welcomed back Kuwaiti students who achieved good results during their participation at an international competition for students held recently in
Thailand.

The Ministry of Youth Affairs held a ceremony recently to honor a group of eminent youth who made creative achievements in 2014 and 2015. The ceremony was held at Salwa Ballroom on the occasion of the
International Youth Day. Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah attended the event. —Photos by Joseph Shagra



00:45 Tanked
01:40 Gangland Killers
02:35 Big Fish Man
03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 Beast Lands
05:02 Shamwari: A Wild Life
05:26 Shamwari: A Wild Life
05:49 Biggest And Baddest
06:36 Meet The Sloths
07:00 Meet The Sloths
07:25 Gator Boys
08:15 Gator Boys
09:10 Gator Boys
10:05 Gator Boys
11:00 Gator Boys
11:55 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
12:50 River Monsters
13:45 The Lion Queen
14:40 Wildest Latin America
15:35 Panda Adventures With Nigel
Marven
16:30 North America
17:25 Big Fish Man
18:20 The Lion Queen
19:15 Wildest Latin America
20:10 Panda Adventures With Nigel
Marven
21:05 North America
22:00 River Monsters
22:55 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
23:50 I Was Bitten
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00:45 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
01:40 Masterchef: The
Professionals
02:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
02:55 Masterchef: The
Professionals
03:50 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
04:35 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
05:20 Vacation Vacation Vacation
05:45 Vacation Vacation Vacation
06:05 Masterchef: The
Professionals
07:00 Come Dine With Me
07:25 Come Dine With Me
07:50 Come Dine With Me
08:15 Come Dine With Me
08:40 Come Dine With Me
09:05 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
09:50 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
10:40 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
11:25 Vacation Vacation Vacation
11:50 Vacation Vacation Vacation
12:10 Homes Under The Hammer
13:00 Homes Under The Hammer
13:55 Homes Under The Hammer
14:45 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
15:25 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
16:05 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
17:00 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
17:55 Masterchef: The
Professionals
18:20 Masterchef: The
Professionals
19:10 Masterchef: The
Professionals
20:05 Bargain Hunt
20:50 New Scandinavian Cooking
21:15 Come Dine With Me

00:45 American Muscle
01:35 What Happened Next?
02:00 What Happened Next?
02:25 What Happened Next?
02:50 What Happened Next?
03:15 What Happened Next?
03:40 How Do They Do It?
04:05 How Do They Do It?
04:30 How Do They Do It?
05:00 How Do They Do It?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Fast N’ Loud
06:50 Extreme Car Hoarders
07:40 Street Outlaws
08:30 Ice Cold Gold
09:20 Ice Cold Gold
10:10 Yukon Men
11:00 Alaskan Bush People
11:50 Railroad Alaska
12:40 What Happened Next?
13:05 What Happened Next?
13:30 What Happened Next?
13:55 What Happened Next?
14:20 Storage Hunters UK
14:45 Storage Hunters UK
15:10 Storage Hunters UK
15:35 Storage Hunters UK
16:00 Junkyard Empire
16:50 American Digger
17:15 American Digger
17:40 American Digger
18:05 American Digger
18:30 American Digger
18:55 Mythbusters
19:45 Treehouse Masters
20:35 Flip Men
21:00 Property Wars
21:25 Ice Cold Gold
22:15 Ice Cold Gold
23:05 Yukon Men
23:55 Ice Cold Gold

00:00 New Money
00:30 New Money
00:55 Fashion Bloggers
01:25 Stewarts And Hamiltons
02:20 E! News
03:15 Eric And Jessie: Game On
03:40 Eric And Jessie: Game On
04:10 THS
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 House Of DVF
10:15 House Of DVF
11:10 Fashion Bloggers
11:35 Fashion Bloggers
12:05 E! News
13:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
14:05 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
15:00 THS
16:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
17:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
18:00 E! News
19:00 The Comment Section
19:30 New Money
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
22:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
23:00 Christina Milian Turned Up
23:30 Christina Milian Turned Up

00:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
00:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
02:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
03:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
03:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
04:00 Food Court Wars
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
06:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...
09:30 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 Easy Chinese
12:30 Easy Chinese
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Siba’s Table
18:30 Siba’s Table
19:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
19:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
20:00 Kitchen Inferno
21:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
22:00 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
22:30 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
23:00 Mystery Diners

00:15 Coronation Street
00:40 Coronation Street
01:05 Paddock To Plate
02:00 The Chase
02:55 Coronation Street
03:20 Coronation Street
03:45 Coronation Street
04:05 Coronation Street
04:25 Coronation Street
04:50 Doc Martin
05:45 Sunday Night At The
Palladium
06:45 Endeavour
08:25 Breathless
09:20 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
09:50 Coach Trip
10:20 Coach Trip
10:50 Coach Trip
11:20 Coach Trip
11:45 Coach Trip
12:10 Come Date With Me
Australia
13:10 Come Date With Me
Australia
13:35 Come Date With Me
Australia
14:05 Paddock To Plate
15:00 Sunday Night At The
Palladium
15:55 Doc Martin
16:45 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
17:35 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
18:00 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
18:30 Come Dine With Me Ireland
19:00 Sunday Night At The
Palladium
19:55 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
20:50 Come Date With Me
Australia
21:45 Come Date With Me
Australia
22:10 Come Date With Me
Australia

00:10 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
01:00 Star Talk
02:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
02:55 Best Of Building Wild I
Compilation
03:50 T. Rex Ultimate Survivor
04:45 Make Me A Dino
05:40 Wicked Tuna
06:35 Cesar To The Rescue
07:30 Cesar To The Rescue
08:25 Mega Factories
09:20 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
10:15 Star Talk
11:10 Hacking The System
11:35 Hacking The System
12:05 Innovation Nation
12:30 Innovation Nation
13:00 Cesar To The Rescue
14:00 Cesar To The Rescue
15:00 Alaska Fish Wars
16:00 Wicked Tuna
17:00 Top 10 Biggest Beasts Ever
19:00 Dead End Express
20:00 Wicked Tuna
20:50 Top 10 Biggest Beasts Ever
22:30 Dead End Express
23:20 Alaska Fish Wars

01:00 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
01:30 Saturday Night Live
02:30 Veep
03:00 Baby Daddy
03:30 Galavant
04:00 The Simpsons
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:00 The Goldbergs
06:30 Cristela
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Simpsons
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Baby Daddy
09:30 Young & Hungry
10:00 Young & Hungry
10:30 Cristela
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Cristela
14:00 Galavant
14:30 Young & Hungry
15:00 Young & Hungry
16:00 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Mulaney
18:30 Fresh Off The Boat
19:00 Marry Me
19:30 Marry Me
20:00 Last Man On Earth
20:30 Two And A Half Men
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Comedians
22:30 Man Seeking Woman
23:00 Veep
23:30 Last Man On Earth

00:00 Grimm
01:00 Supernatural
02:00 Devious Maids
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 Witches Of East End
05:00 C.S.I.
09:00 C.S.I.
11:00 Supernatural
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Scandal
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 C.S.I.
20:00 Suits
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Strike Back
23:00 Better Call Saul

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack

05:00 Presenting Lily Mars-FAM
07:00 East Of Eden-PG
08:55 Murder At The Gallop-FAM
10:15 Double Trouble-FAM
11:45 Elvis On Tour-PG
13:15 The King’s Thief-FAM
14:35 Edge Of The City-PG
16:00 Bad Day At Black Rock-PG
17:25 Jailhouse Rock-PG
19:00 Viva Las Vegas-FAM
20:25 Speedway-FAM
22:00 The Trouble With Girls-FAM

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
03:42 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Steven Universe
10:36 Steven Universe
10:45 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go! New
12:25 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Adventure Time
13:35 Adventure Time
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Steven Universe
14:21 Steven Universe
14:30 Total Drama: Pahkitew Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
16:00 Matt Hatter Chronicles
16:25 Teen Titans Go! New
16:35 Teen Titans Go!
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 Uncle Grandpa
17:21 Uncle Grandpa
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
18:51 The Amazing World Of Gumball
19:00 Johnny Test
19:11 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go! New
20:20 Teen Titans Go!
20:30 Teen Titans Go!
20:41 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Austin & Ally
11:00 Mako Mermaids
11:25 Girl Meets World
11:50 Dog With A Blog
12:15 Jessie
12:40 The Next Step
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 Little Mermaid 2: Return To
The Sea
20:45 Jessie
21:10 Good Luck Charlie
21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch

00:00 Major Payne
02:00 So Undercover
04:00 Stand Up Guys
06:00 Admission
08:00 Problem Child
10:00 So Undercover
12:00 Admission
14:00 HairBrained
16:00 Problem Child
18:00 Zoolander
20:00 The Naked Gun: From The
Files Of Police Squad
22:00 The First Time

01:15 The Fifth Estate-PG15
03:30 How I Live Now-PG15
05:15 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
07:00 Chalet Girl-PG15
09:00 Peace, Love &
Misunderstanding-PG15
11:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
13:00 A Promise-PG15
15:00 InSight-PG15
17:00 Peace, Love &
Misunderstanding-PG15
19:00 What Maisie Knew-PG15
21:00 The Trials Of Cate McCall-
PG15
23:00 The Mule-18

01:30 Battle Of The Year
03:30 To The Wonder
05:30 Australia
09:00 The Cutting Edge
11:00 1911
13:00 To The Wonder
15:00 Buried
17:00 The Cutting Edge
19:00 Begin Again
21:00 Frank
23:00 Generation Um...

15:00 Robot & Frank-PG15
17:00 Cuban Fury-PG15
19:00 Anchorman 2: The Legend
Continues-PG15
21:00 Two Night Stand-PG15
23:00 The Wolf Of Wall Street-R

01:15 Cinderella
02:45 The Nut Job
04:30 Tom And Jerry: The Lost
Dragon
06:00 Garfield’s Pet Force
07:45 Luke And Lucy: The Texas
Rangers
09:45 Oggy & The Cockroaches:
The Movie
11:15 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail
13:00 The Nut Job
14:30 The Elf Who Stole Christmas
16:00 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks
& The Three Bears
18:00 Oggy & The Cockroaches:
The Movie
20:00 The Spiderwick Chronicles
22:00 The Elf Who Stole Christmas
23:30 Unstable Fables: Goldilocks
& The Three Bears

18:00 House Of Versace-PG15
20:00 Bachelorette-PG15
22:00 The Hangover 3-18
23:45 Billy Elliot The Musical-PG15

07:30 Live Rugby Union ITM Cup
09:30 Live AFL Premiership
14:00 Live Perth Darts Masters
21:00 Live The PGA Championship

07:00 Live NRL Premiership 
09:00 Live NRL Premiership 
11:00 International Rugby Union 
13:00 World Rugby 
13:30 The PGA Championship 
22:00 Live LPGA Tour 

00:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 32
19:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 32
20:00 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : 1st
Semi Final
21:00 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : 2nd
Semi Final
22:00 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L : 3rd
Place Play off 
23:00 ICC WT20 Qualifier H/L :
Final 

01:30 Elvis: That’s The Way It Is-
FAM
03:15 It Happened At The World’s
Fair-FAM

02:00 Good Morning America
03:00 The Leftovers
04:00 Empire
06:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 The Blacklist
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 The Leftovers
23:00 Empire

00:00 Berlin Job-18
01:45 The Ring Two-PG15
04:00 Red Sky-PG15
06:00 Double Take-PG15
07:45 The Wolverine-PG15
10:00 Red Sky-PG15
11:45 Pacific Rim-PG15
14:00 500 mph Storm-PG15
16:00 A Stranger In Paradise-PG15
18:00 Double Take-PG15
20:00 Jack Ryan: Shadow Recruit-
PG15
22:00 Dead In Tombstone-18

01:30 Zulu-PG15
03:15 The Love Punch-PG15
05:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
07:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
09:00 Cuban Fury-PG15
11:00 Grace Of Monaco-PG15
12:45 Miss Julie-PG15

00:00 The Conjuring-18
02:00 In A World...-PG15
03:45 The Fault In Our Stars-PG15
06:00 Cloverfield-PG15
08:00 10 Years-PG15
10:00 Ninja: Shadow Of A Tear-
PG15
12:00 In A World...-PG15
14:00 The Gabby Douglas Story-
PG
16:00 10 Years-PG15

01:15 The Four
03:15 A Good Night To Die
05:00 Fifty Pills
06:30 Frankenweenie
08:00 That’s What I Am
09:45 Love Potion No.9
11:30 Ultraviolet
13:00 Freelancers
14:45 Face Off
17:00 Dedication
18:30 The Station Agent
20:00 Amphibious 3D
21:30 Piranha 3D
22:45 Scream 4

00:00 The Bridge
01:00 MasterChef Australia
02:00 End Game
03:00 The Walking Dead
04:00 The Walking Dead
05:00 Melissa & Joey
05:30 Melissa & Joey
06:00 Happy Endings
06:30 Happy Endings
07:00 Desperate Housewives
08:00 Switched At Birth
09:00 Switched At Birth
10:00 End Game
11:00 The Walking Dead
12:00 The Walking Dead
13:00 Melissa & Joey
13:30 Happy Endings
14:00 Desperate Housewives
15:00 Castle
16:00 American Idol
17:00 MasterChef Australia
18:00 Army Wives
19:00 Army Wives
20:00 Da Vinci’s Demons
21:00 How I Met Your Mother
21:30 How I Met Your Mother
22:00 The Simpsons
22:30 The Simpsons

05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Neverland Pirates
14:20 Miles From Tomorrow
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Art Attack
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:25 Ducktales

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade
Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Mighty Med
07:50 Lab Rats
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Kirby Buckets
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
10:00 Boyster
10:25 Mini Ninjas
10:50 The 7D
11:15 Mighty Med
11:45 Lab Rats
12:10 Phineas And Ferb
12:35 Phineas And Ferb
13:00 Boyster
13:25 Kickin’ It
13:50 Zeke & Luther
14:20 Camp Lakebottom
14:55 Ultimate Spider-Man
15:20 Lab Rats
15:45 Mini Ninjas
16:10 Pair Of Kings
16:35 Kirby Buckets
17:00 Mighty Med
17:25 Supa Strikas
17:55 Kickin’ It
18:20 Lab Rats
18:45 Phineas And Ferb
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SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015

Fajr: 03:50

Shorook 05:16

Duhr: 11:53

Asr: 15:29

Maghrib: 18:28

Isha: 19:58

SITUATION VACANT

Kuwait

Directorate General of Civil Aviation Home Page (www.kuwait-airport.com.kw)

DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Sunday 16/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
KAC 564 Amman 00:05
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
JAD 301 Amman 00:45
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
MEA 406 Beirut 03:00
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
CEB 7594 Manila 03:10
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
PGT 860 Istanbul 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5580 TZX 05:05
QTR 8640 Doha 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
KAC 288 Dhaka 06:55
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:30
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 352 Kochi 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 334 Trivandrum 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRC 528 Ahwaz 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:25
IRC 6507 Shiraz 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Latakia 10:05
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
OMA 641 Muscat 11:50
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
SAW 701 Damascus 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55

KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
LMU 510 Cairo 14:50
KNE 472 Jeddah 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 257 Beirut 16:30
JZR 787 Riyadh 16:35
KAC 792 Madinah 16:50
KAC 178 Vienna 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:50
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 166 Paris/Rome 19:00
KAC 742 Dammam 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
MSR 606 Luxor 19:30
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
KAC 102 New York/London 19:55
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KAC 514 Tehran 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
DLH 636 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
JZR 125 Bahrain 21:45
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:50
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
RBG 551 Alexandria 22:30
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
BBC 044 Dhaka/Dammam 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
PIA 205 Lahore 23:40

Departure Flights on Sunday 16/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
UAL 981 IAD 00:25
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
LZB 7788 Varna 00:35
FDB 072 Dubai 00:45
KAC 177 Vienna 01:20
JAD 302 Amman 01:30
DLH 635 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
MEA 407 Beirut 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
CEB 7695 Manila 04:40
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
QTR 8640 Sialkot 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
KAC 117 New York 08:55
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 256 Beirut 09:05
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
IRC 529 Ahwaz 10:15
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:25
IRC 6508 Shiraz 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
SYR 342 Latakia 11:05
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 791 Madinah 12:00
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
KAC 103 London 12:10
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 786 Riyadh 13:10

JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
OMA 642 Muscat 13:15
SAW 702 Damascus 13:35
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:55
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
KAC 513 Tehran 15:40
SVA 503 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 741 Dammam 15:55
LMU 511 Cairo 16:00
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
JZR 124 Bahrain 18:50
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
MSR 619 Alexandria 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 283 Dhaka 20:40
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
DLH 636 Dammam 21:00
KAC 351 Kochi 21:05
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 1542 Cairo 21:45
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
THY 5585 AYT 23:00
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
RBG 552 Alexandria 23:10
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
KAC 415 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 23:50
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50

SHARQIA-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:45 PM
OPERATOR 6:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:00 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 AM
SHAD AGZAA 2:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 1:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
INSIDE OUT 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 4:15 PM
VACATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 4:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
VACATION 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:45 PM
VACATION 6:00 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:30 PM
OPERATOR 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
ANT-MAN 4:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 6:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:00 AM

FANAR-2
VACATION 1:00 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM

VACATION 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

FANAR-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:30 PM
DEKH MAGAR PYAAR SAY - Pakistani 3:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 PM

FANAR-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
VACATION 12:00 PM
OPERATOR 2:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:45 PM
OPERATOR 8:45 PM
OPERATOR 11:00 PM
VACATION 1:00 AM

MARINA-2
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 PM

MARINA-3
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 AM
SHAD AGZAA 1:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 12:00 PM
ANT-MAN 2:30 PM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
OPERATOR 1:15 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM
OPERATOR 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

AVENUES-3
VACATION 12:15 PM
VACATION 2:15 PM
VACATION 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
VACATION 3.500

AVENUES-4
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 AM

AVENUES-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 8:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:00 PM

360º- 1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

360º- 2
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MR. HOLMES 1:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:15 PM
MR. HOLMES 8:30 PM
MR. HOLMES 10:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 1:00 AM

360º- 3
OPERATOR 12:15 PM
OPERATOR 2:15 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:00 PM
ANT-MAN 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:00 PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.3
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 AM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:45 PM
VACATION 3:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
VACATION 7:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
VACATION 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

BAIRAQ-1
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
MINIONS 1:15 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:15 PM
MINIONS 5:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:30 PM
VACATION 6:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 10:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:45 AM

PLAZA
VACATION 3:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:15 PM

LAILA
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 10:30 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (13/08/2015 TO 19/08/2015)

Prayer timings

Wanted full-time live-in
female caretaker for mid-
dle-aged lady. Send e-mail
to jobcaretaker@gmail.com
or call 99729654. (C 5018)
12-8-2015

FOR SALE

Doctor’s single owned
Dodge Durango 2012 with
Pentastar engine (used by
Mercedes), AWD, chocolate
brown color, 23,000 km only,
full golden insurance and
warranty, not a single acci-
dent, in excellent condition
as good as new. Price KD
8,250, can negotiate.
Contact: 66239707. (C 5017)
13-8-2015



You’re all dressed up with nowhere to go. You are not particular-
ly interested in being alone now that your key planet Venus is cast in the
spotlight by the radiant Sun in your social 11th House. However, you still
might feel that your motives are misunderstood, even when you’re the life of
the party. Remember, there’s no reason to play games. Your heart is more
transparent than you realize today, so allow your true self to shine through
and let the cards fall where they may. 

You’re fully capable of putting on a big smile today and dancing
your way through the required show and tell. Everyone loves you, even if you
don’t reveal your true feelings. Seeing through the thin social veneer is a
mixed blessing if you don’t want others to know what’s really happening
within your heart. You won’t be easily fooled, yet you might not like what you
learn. Keep your cool, since there is more to lose and nothing to gain now by
upsetting the status quo. 

You have much to be grateful for today and you’re feeling so opti-
mistic that you are ready to commit to something big. But even if

everything appears to be on the up and up, it’s prudent now to wait a few
more days before jumping in wholeheartedly. It’s not that anything in particu-
lar is wrong; it’s just that your enthusiasm is so great now that you could miss
an important detail. Embrace the moment without rushing the future. 

There are so many overly cheerful people around you today that
they might grate on your nerves. Unfortunately, there isn’t any place to hide.
Someone may talk your ear off obsessively about a political cause that you’re
only interested in peripherally, giving you more information than you need to
know. Instead of bluntly telling others to quiet down or go away, be as tactful
as you can in handling the situation. Being diplomatic now prevents relation-
ship headaches later on. 

You might undervalue your actions today, but people are watch-
ing what you do and listening to what you say more than you know. Your pres-
entation can be crucial, but it will quickly be irrelevant unless you have real sub-
stance to back it up. Take all the time you need to finish your current tasks with
the kind of workmanship that makes you proud of your accomplishments.
Ultimately, your productivity will speak louder than anything else.

It’s your job to find ways to escape from the real world and
indulge your fantasies today. Something as simple as watching a movie or
dancing the night away could be sufficient to activate your imagination. But
whatever you choose to do, balance your need to kick up your heels and have
a good time with your desire to retreat and explore the inner landscape of
your mind. It’s one thing to stimulate your senses, yet your soul must also be a
part of the picture if you want to feel spiritually fulfilled. 

Summertime fun and games will have to wait until you have fin-
ished your chores, even if you’re sorely tempted to set your responsibilities
aside today. Although a happy-go-lucky Sun-Venus conjunction sparkles
and shines in your 5th House of Spontaneity, stern Saturn’s dominating
presence won’t take no for an answer. You know the drill: do whatever is
required first and then you’ll be able to chase pleasurable pursuits to your
heart’s content. 

You are happy to spend time with your friends and family mem-
bers today as your key planet Venus receives an illuminating kiss from the
Sun in your 4th House of Emotional Security. But relaxing with loved ones
isn’t enough; you long for conversations about subjects of importance.
Whether you’re discussing what can be done about climate change or your
plans for the future, there’s no time to waste; you want to get to the heart of
the matter. Just remember, you can’t solve all the problems of the world but
you can make a world of difference at home. 

You are ready to make a deep and soulful connection with
someone you love and are not searching for a lighthearted distraction now.
Your key planet Mercury trines passionate Pluto, demanding that you follow
your thoughts into the mysterious shadows of your subconscious. Your will-
ingness to bring secrets out into the open can intensify a relationship and
infuse your life with meaning. Sometimes you have to dig deep to find the
treasure you seek. 

It’s hard to hide your inner beauty today. Even if you’re not feeling
overly optimistic, your profound appreciation of what someone else has to
offer is, in itself, a gift. There’s no reason to go overboard with flowery words or
magnanimous gestures. Your caring way of embracing the moment communi-
cates your support of others better than all the long-winded speeches or
emails ever could. Just shoot straight from your heart and you cannot miss. 

SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 993

ACROSS
1. (computer science) A computer that is run-
ning software that allows users to leave mes-
sages and access information of general inter-
est.
4. Raspberry native to eastern North America
having black thimble-shaped fruit.
12. Light informal conversation for social
occasions.
15. A former agency (from 1946 to 1974) that
was responsible for research into atomic ener-
gy and its peacetime uses in the United
States.
16. An aircraft that has a fixed wing and is
powered by propellers or jets.
17. A constellation in the southern hemi-
sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
18. The cry made by sheep.
19. Not tied.
20. Indigo bush.
22. Large antelope with lightly spiraled horns
of desert regions of North Africa.
24. Feelings of anxiety that make you tense
and irritable.
26. Of or relating or belonging to a city.
28. An Oscan-speaking member of an ancient
people of Campania.
29. Type and genus of the Isoetaceae and sole
extant genus of the order Isoetales.
32. A river that rises in northeastern Turkey
(near the source of the Euphrates) and flows
generally eastward through Armenia to the
Caspian Sea.
35. The month following February and pre-
ceding April.
36. The branch of engineering science that
studies the uses of electricity and the equip-
ment for power generation and distribution
and the control of machines and communica-
tion.
40. By bad luck.
42. A barrier consisting of a horizontal bar and
supports.
46. A crude uncouth ill-bred person lacking
culture or refinement.
47. Noisy talk.
48. (Greek mythology) One of the three
Graces.
49. Evergreen trees and shrubs having oily
one-seeded fruits.
50. A synthetic silklike fabric.
52. The basic unit of money in Ghana.
53. A city in east central Texas.
56. (Irish) Chief god of the Tuatha De Danann.
58. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike
part of an organism.
61. An unofficial association of people or
groups.
65. Of or relating to Fabianism.
69. Wading birds of warm regions having
long slender down-curved bills.
70. Of or relating to the ancient Aramaic lan-
guages.
73. A lyric poem with complex stanza forms.
74. A roll of photographic film holding a series
of frames to be projected by a movie projec-
tor.
75. The easing of tensions or strained rela-
tions (especially between nations).
76. A common cyst of the skin.
77. Other than what is under consideration or
implied.
78. Of legislation.
79. A sweetened beverage of diluted fruit
juice.

DOWN
1. A small cake leavened with yeast.
2. A small ball with a hole through the middle.
3. Any of a number of fishes of the family
Carangidae.
4. A clay-like mineral.
5. United States sculptor and architect whose
public works include the memorial to veter-
ans of the Vietnam War in Washington (born
in 1959).
6. A former province of northern France near
the English Channel (between Picardy and
Flanders).
7. An index of the cost of all goods and servic-
es to a typical consumer.
8. Swiss painter influenced by Kandinsky
(1879-1940).
9. A family of North American Indian lan-
guages spoken widely in the midwest by
Caddo peoples.
10. An associate degree in nursing.
11. A tricycle (usually propelled by pedalling).
12. Greek anatomist whose theories formed
the basis of European medicine until the
Renaissance (circa 130-200).
13. (Greek mythology) Greek god of war.
14. South African term for `boss'.
21. Type genus of the Anatidae.
23. (informal) Of the highest quality.
25. A change in the electrical properties of the
skin in response to stress or anxiety.
27. Tawny brown North American thrush not-
ed for its song.
30. A white powder with a pleasant taste and
odor.
31. Talk pompously.
33. Medication (trade name Lopid) used to
lower the levels of triglyceride in the blood.
34. A Nilotic language.
37. A tax on employees and employers that is
used to fund the Social Security system.
38. A resin used in adhesives and paints.
39. (Scottish) Bluish-black or gray-blue.
41. United States humorist who wrote about
rural life (1818-1885).
43. American professional baseball player
who hit more home runs than Babe Ruth
(born in 1934).
44. A Bantu language spoken in Cameroon.
45. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising
solely the razorbill.
51. A city in western California on San
Francisco Bay opposite San Francisco.
54. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.
55. A nation in northern North America.
57. Expletives used informally as intensifiers.
59. A brief description given for purposes of
identification.
60. True firs.
62. A member of a Tanoan people living in
the southwestern United States.
63. Having come or been brought to a con-
clusion.
64. A yellow pungent volatile oil (trade name
Agene) formerly used for bleaching and
aging flour.
66. A small island.
67. A primeval personification of air and
breath.
68. Having relatively few calories.
71. A recurring sleep state during which
dreaming occurs.
72. Goddess of criminal rashness and its pun-
ishment.

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

Yesterday’s Solution

WORD SEARCH PUZZLE

34stars

Daily SuDoku

The world is smiling upon you now while the brilliant Sun dances
with loving Venus in your dramatic sign. Even with skeptical Pluto reminding
you of all the logistical complexities, it’s apparent that things are looking up.
Don’t try to avoid the process of transformation you have already begun.
Luckily, there’s no need to force anything; a magical process of growth is
underway and all you need to do is let the transition unfold organically with-
out any resistance on your part. 

You may feel a bit disjointed today while there’s so much hustle
and bustle happening all around you. The good news is it looks like fun; how-
ever, you’re hesitant to join in because you may be afraid of losing control.
Don’t worry so much about making everything work perfectly, since you are
possibly the harshest judge around. Enjoy the cosmic ride; easing off on the
reins slightly could prove to be a brilliant move on your part. 
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                       24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093
Albania 00355
Algeria 00213
Andorra 00376
Angola 00244
Anguilla 001264
Antiga 001268
Argentina 0054
Armenia 00374
Australia 0061
Austria 0043
Bahamas 001242
Bahrain 00973
Bangladesh 00880
Barbados 001246
Belarus 00375
Belgium 0032
Belize 00501
Benin 00229
Bermuda 001441
Bhutan 00975
Bolivia 00591
Bosnia 00387
Botswana 00267
Brazil 0055
Brunei 00673
Bulgaria 00359
Burkina 00226
Burundi 00257
Cambodia 00855
Cameroon 00237
Canada 001
Cape Verde 00238
Cayman Islands 001345
Central African 00236
Chad 00235
Chile 0056
China 0086
Colombia 0057
Comoros 00269
Congo 00242
Cook Islands 00682
Costa Rica 00506
Croatia 00385
Cuba 0053
Cyprus 00357
Cyprus (Northern) 0090392
Czech Republic 00420
Denmark 0045
Diego Garcia 00246
Djibouti 00253
Dominica 001767
Dominican Republic 001809
Ecuador 00593
Egypt 0020
El Salvador 00503
England (UK) 0044
Equatorial Guinea 00240
Eritrea 00291
Estonia 00372
Ethiopia 00251
Falkland Islands 00500
Faroe Islands 00298
Fiji 00679
Finland 00358
France 0033
French Guiana 00594
French Polynesia 00689
Gabon 00241
Gambia 00220
Georgia 00995
Germany 0049
Ghana 00233
Gibraltar 00350
Greece 0030
Greenland 00299
Grenada 001473
Guadeloupe 00590
Guam 001671
Guatemala 00502
Guinea 00224
Guyana 00592
Haiti 00509
Holland (Netherlands) 0031
Honduras 00504
Hong Kong 00852
Hungary 0036
Ibiza (Spain) 0034
Iceland 00354
India 0091
Indian Ocean 00873
Indonesia 0062
Iran 0098
Iraq 00964
Ireland 00353
Italy 0039
Ivory Coast 00225
Jamaica 001876
Japan 0081
Jordan 00962
Kazakhstan 007
Kenya 00254
Kiribati 00686
Kuwait 00965
Kyrgyzstan 00996
Laos 00856
Latvia 00371
Lebanon 00961
Liberia 00231
Libya 00218
Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352
Macau 00853
Macedonia 00389
Madagascar 00261
Majorca 0034
Malawi 00265
Malaysia 0060
Maldives 00960
Mali 00223
Malta 00356
Marshall Islands 00692
Martinique 00596
Mauritania 00222
Mauritius 00230
Mayotte 00269
Mexico 0052
Micronesia 00691
Moldova 00373
Monaco 00377
Mongolia 00976
Montserrat 001664
Morocco 00212
Mozambique 00258
Myanmar (Burma) 0095
Namibia 00264
Nepal 00977
Netherlands 0031
Netherlands Antilles 00599
New Caledonia 00687
New Zealand 0064
Nicaragua 00505
Nigar 00227
Nigeria 00234
Niue 00683
Norfolk Island 00672
N. Ireland (UK) 0044
North Korea 00850
Norway 0047
Oman 00968
Pakistan 0092
Palau 00680
Panama 00507
Papua New Guinea 00675
Paraguay 00595
Peru 0051
Philippines 0063
Poland 0048
Portugal 00351
Puerto Rico 001787
Qatar 00974
Romania 0040
Russian Federation 007
Rwanda 00250
Saint Helena 00290
Saint Kitts 001869
Saint Lucia 001758
Saint Pierre 00508
Saint Vincent 001784
Samoa US 00684
Samoa West 00685
San Marino 00378
Sao Tone 00239
Saudi Arabia 00966
Scotland (UK) 0044
Senegal 00221
Seychelles 00284
Sierra Leone 00232
Singapore 0065
Slovakia 00421
Slovenia 00386
Solomon Islands 00677
Somalia 00252
South Africa 0027
South Korea 0082
Spain 0034
Sri Lanka 0094
Sudan 00249
Suriname 00597
Swaziland 00268
Sweden 0046
Switzerland 0041
Syria 00963
Serbia 00381
Taiwan 00886
Tanzania 00255
Thailand 0066
Toga 00228
Tonga 00676
Tokelau 00690
Trinidad 001868
Tunisia 00216
Turkey 0090
Tuvalu 00688
Uganda 00256
Ukraine 00380
United Arab Emirates 00976
United Kingdom 0044
Uruguay 00598
USA 001
Uzbekistan 00998
Vanuatu 00678
Venezuela 00582
Vietnam 0084
Virgin Islands UK 001284
Virgin Islands US 001340
Wales (UK) 0044
Yemen 00967
Yugoslavia 00381
Zambia 00260
Zimbabwe 00263



36L IFESTYLE
G o s s i p

The ‘Mad Men’ actress and former model
grew up in a small town in Idaho in the
US and moved to the big city in

Virginia when she was 14, where she didn’t
get on with the in-crowd and had “the worst
high-school experience ever”. She said: “I
had the worst high-school experience ever.
We had a locker bay and every time I went
down there to get books out of my locker,
people would sit on top and spit at me.”
Rather than crumble and become
depressed, the star dealt with it by showing
she was different from her abusers. She
explained: “I dyed my hair purple and turned
goth. I wanted to show these bullies that I

was separate from them, that I didn’t believe
in the bullying, that I didn’t fit in with the set
of values they lived by.”  Now aged 40 and
married to actor Geoffrey Arend, 37,
Christina credits her mother Jackie for arm-
ing her with the tools to be calm and rea-
sonable in life. She told Psychologies maga-
zine: “My mother is a kind woman. There’s
not a mean bone in her body. I think kids
can be cruel, but if she ever saw me being
mean, she’d pull me aside and talk to me in a
reasonable way. My mother taught me how
to argue patiently and calmly, and how to
listen more. They are tools that I still use to
this day.”
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Walsh wants son 
to playdate with
Nadine Coyle’s

daughter

The 33-year-old singer hasn’t seen her former band-
mate since Girls Aloud split two years ago but she is
keen for her 11-month-old son Bobby to be friends

with the Irish star’s little girl, 18-month-old Anaiya. She
said: “I’ve not seen Nadine since Girls Aloud split, but I’d
love Bobby and her baby, Anaiya, to have a play date.”
Although she hasn’t been in touch with Nadine - who now
lives in the California - Kimberley has remained close
friends with Nicola Roberts and Cheryl Fernandez-Versini
and the trio are in constant contact. She added: “I know
Nicola and Cheryl inside out - we’re really lucky.”We have a
group WhatsApp chat and I wake up to 50 messages from
them talking about the Kardashians.” And though she
doesn’t see Sarah Harding - who recently split from her
boyfriend Jason - very often, the pair are still in touch. She
told Closer magazine: “Sarah has had tough times but she’s
in a good place. She called recently and we chatted for an
hour.”

Stewart used to put
dog poo on his

kids’ pillows
The ‘Maggie May’ hitmaker - who has eight children from var-

ious relationships - always wanted to be a “friend” to his off-
spring, but was never afraid to use unusual methods to

teach them a lesson when they were growing up. His daughter
Kimberly - whose mother is his ex-wife Alana Hamilton - said:
“My dad was always our friend. He was still a dad in that he’d
teach us lessons - if one of our dogs pooped on his nice carpets,
he’d put the poop on our pillow at night - but we always wanted
to tell him things. “He never made us feel like we were being
judged for what we did, probably because he had done every-
thing that we were doing, times 1,000.” And the fun-loving rocker
likes to prank his family’s guests by pretending to be a parking
enforcement officer. Kimberly said: “Be careful where you park - my
dad has a clamp and he’s not afraid to use it.” Despite his complicat-

ed family life, Kimberly insists there is no “weirdness” between sib-
lings, parents, stepparents and former stepparents, thanks to Rod’s

efforts. She told HELLO! magazine: “I am so close to my dad and step-
mum Penny (Lancaster-Stewart). “Dad has eight kids and works hard to

keep us all tight-knit. “My half-sister Ruby lives below me and my former
stepmum Rachel Hunter comes over for dinner. There’s never any weirdness in

our family.”

Luke Bryan hopes Lambert
and Shelton are ‘at peace’

The 39-year-old country music star hopes the former couple,
whose divorce was finalized last month just hours after they
announced their separation, can still remain close. He told E!

News: “Going through a divorce is tough and I just hope they are at
peace with whatever they need to be at peace with. And I know they
tweeted each other a couple of times which is a step in the right direc-
tion for them.”  The pair sparked rumors they had reconciled after they
enjoyed a playful exchange on Twitter recently, but a source later
insisted they have no plans to get back together. The insider said: “This
was not a deliberate plan to show some kind of unified front.”There are
no hard feelings. They want to move on as friends, and they are doing

just that.” The duo
announced they
are divorcing after
four years of mar-
riage in July in a
joint statement,
saying: “This is not
the future we
envisioned and it
is with heavy
hearts that we
move forward
separately.” The
‘Voice’ USA men-
tor Blake returned
to work on the
NBC series this
week and showed
no signs of a bro-
ken heart.  A
source previously
said he appears to
have “moved on
from Miranda and
is just over it.”

The outspoken model reads “99.5 percent” of the comments on
her social media profiles, including Twitter and Instagram, and is
fed up of being insulted by so many of her followers. The 29-year-old

beauty said: “It’s almost like f**king walking up to somebody, or going to some-
body’s house, knocking on the door and being like, ‘You’re fat.’ “I don’t know if they think
they’re ballsy or what. But if you’re going to speak negatively about me, just do me a favor and don’t tag me
in it. “I mean, I think that people think that when they send you things, it goes off into space and you don’t
care. The worst is when you respond and they’re like, ‘Oh, I didn’t think you would read that! I love you! Oh
my god!’ Like, that’s the worst. Despite being regularly targeted by bullies, Chrissy is still addicted to social
media and considers her phone her “little security blanket.” She told UsMagazine.com: “Technology is a
huge part of my life. I’m never not on my phone. “I would like to say I read everything because it’s pretty
damn close. Probably 99.5 percent of things I really do read. And if I’m not reading it, it just means that I
missed it.” The Sports Illustrated beauty has come under fire for sharing images of her nipples on Instagram in
the past, but insists she wasn’t trying to make a “feminist statement.” She said: “It wasn’t meant to be a big fem-

inist statement, a big campaign....it would be nice if women
could have the same rights as men. Wouldn’t

it be so wonderful if we could just be
able to do that? But rules are

rules, and honestly, I
understand.”

Teigen has
begged Internet bullies to leave her alone

The former ‘That 70s Show’ star is thrilled
that his former co-stars, who have 10-
month-old daughter Wyatt Isabelle,

recently got married even though he was
forced to skip their low-key nuptials due to
work commitments in Australia. Asked about
the newlyweds, the 37-year-old actor told
‘Entertainment Tonight’: “They are both amaz-
ing people so the fact that they’re together
now and have a kid, it’s like your two great
friends from high school got together after
high school.” Ashton, 37, and Mila, 32, first
met on the set of comedy series, which ended
in 2006, when the brunette beauty was just
14, but only started dating in April 2012 fol-
lowing his split from ex-wife Demi Moore.
‘Jupiter Ascending’ star Mila previously admit-
ted the heartthrob was her first kiss. She said:
“I was so nervous and uncomfortable. I had
the biggest crush on him. “Ashton was so nice.
He just made jokes and gave me funny little
compliments. He made me laugh.” The pair
celebrated tying the knot with their family
and friends at the Secret Garden at Parrish
Ranch in Oak Glen, California last month, and
are said to have been totally at ease as they
prepared to mark the occasion with their
nearest and dearest.  A source previously said:
“They seemed very relaxed. You would have
never guessed they were actually preparing
for [a big celebration].”

Grace thinks Kutcher and Kunis are an ‘amazing’ couple
The ‘Happy’ hitmaker has very specific backstage demands at

his concerts and as well as a variety of premium alcohol and
health snacks he also always requests the picture of the pio-

neering cosmologist - whose research was crucial to the surface
mapping of Venus and who also wrote papers on the existence
of aliens. Website The Smoking Gun obtained a copy of Pharrell’s
2015 rider which included the Sagan image request. Other items
required for the 42-year-old musician include 12 cans of “super
cold soda”, a liter of Silver Patron Tequila, a bottle of Kettle One
vodka, a case of alkaline water, a box Nilla Wafers biscuits,
Cetaphil Cleansing Lotion, fresh ginger root, a jar of grape jam
and one loaf of gluten-free bread. The paperwork also states that
Pharrell follows the Atkins Diet - famous for being low in carbo-
hydrates - and needs his food “to be specifically cooked for him
on a daily basis at the venues”. Pharrell requires that all advertise-
ments inside the venue must be removed or covered because
neither he or his music is responsible for “hawking pizza or the
local ambulance chaser”. Speaking about his admiration for sci-
entist Sagan previously, the ‘Get Lucky’ singer said: “When I look
at that picture I realize how lucky we all are ... to be on this planet
and be able to do what we love to do every day. Seeing Carl’s
face reminds me of it.”
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Shields is happiest when
entertaining at home

The 50-year-old actress loves opening up her stunning 1920’s Long Island cottage
- which she and husband Chris Henchy bought in 2013 for $4.3 million - to
friends and revealed she has become a cocktail-making pro.  She told Better

Homes and Gardens: “I make a super refreshing cucumber vodka with muddled lime
and agave. I love it when we are all on the front porch and friends ride their bikes over
with a bottle of wine.” The beach cottage has six bedrooms, a pool and half an acre of
land. While Brooke and Chris spent most of their time on the east coast, she admitted
her dÈcor was slightly inspired by Los Angeles, where they also have a home. She
explained: “I always like just a touch of Hollywood glamour.” Brooke’s home features a
combination of inherited pieces of furniture from her mother, flea market finds and
classic items. She said: “I decided I could use some of my mother’s pieces and still get
the look I wanted. They just needed tweaks. “I love, love, love tag and estate sales, flea
markets, auctions. I can envision the transformation of anything.” Brooke and Chris,
who have children Rowan, 12, and Grier, nine, own a five bedroom, five-and-a-half
bathroom property in Los Angeles. However, they have reportedly rented it out to
Ben Affleck and Jennifer Garner for $30,000 a month as they are spending most of
their time in New York. 
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Lovato attacks 
cyber-bullies  

The 22-year-old singer was horrified when her half-sister Madison De La Garza, 13,
received online abuse after posting a video of them together and Demi was quick to
hit back at the trolls. Madison - who played Juanita Solis on ‘Desperate Housewives’ -

told Seventeen magazine: “Last year I got a ton of negative comments after I posted a Vine
on Twitter where I was cooking with Demi. People made fun of me, saying I had a hunch-
back. Demi freaked and direct-messaged people to yell at them, and she tweeted at her
followers to stand up for me. “Sometimes I wish she wouldn’t give people attention - I’ve
learned not to - but when people hate on me, she can’t really hold back. She’s strong and
she’s a free spirit, and that’s what I love about her.” Although Demi is away a lot touring,
Madison revealed her sister always makes time for her.  She explained: “I think when peo-
ple say they wish Demi Lovato was their sister, they don’t realize how hard it is to be relat-
ed to someone who’s constantly away on tour. But she’s good at making time for me.  “We
text constantly, and whenever she sees a funny tweet, she’ll screenshot it and send it to
our family group message. My phone is constantly going off just from that. When Demi is
home, our relationship is just like any sisters’. We get Froyo (frozen yoghurt) and watch the
ID channel - we’re obsessed - and we talk about anything and everything. I know I can
trust her with it all.”

Grande’s fans called 
for Wendy Williams’ 
show to be cancelled 

Speaking on ‘The Wendy Williams Show’, the 51-year-old presenter said
Ariana, 22, looked like she is 12 years old and she doesn’t see the ‘Bang
Bang’ hitmaker as a woman because of how short she is. Getting the

singer’s age wrong, Wendy said: “I don’t look at her as a woman. She’s 21,
she’ll forever look 12. I don’t mean that in a good way. It’s nice to look
younger than you are, but when you look too young and then you’re short,
she’s only 4ft 11.   It didn’t take long for fans to get the hashtag
‘CancelWendyWilliamsShow’ trending as they hit out at Wendy for “body
shaming” Ariana. One wrote, “I hope Wendy knows not to body shame now,”
and another added, “She is one of the reasons of why there are “standards”
in society and that disgust me”. Other comments included, “Ariana: is against
homophobia, animal abuse, sexism, racism... still she gets picked on cause
she looks younger smh,” and “as someone who has the exact same body as
Ariana I feel really offended to be considered not a woman?”.

Jenner  and Tyga  

are ‘totally in love’

The reality TV star and the rapper have been romanti-
cally linked since he split from Blac Chyna - the moth-
er of his two year old son King - in 2014 but have nev-

er confirmed their romance. However, they have put on an
affection display on their trip to Punta Mita, Mexico, to cel-
ebrate Kylie recently turning 18 and sources say she and
Tyga, 25, are serious about each other. A source told Us
Weekly magazine: “She and Tyga are very serious. They’re
totally in love.”  Tyga even surprised Kylie with a white
Ferrari 482 Italia, worth $320,000, at her milestone birthday
party and onlookers said the pair looked smitten with each
other. One eyewitness said: “He was a very doting
boyfriend. He was taking her photos for her, leading her
around the bar. The family was really spoiling Kylie. You
can tell she felt like a princess.” To celebrate the ‘Keeping
Up With The Kardashians’ stars birthday, Tyga posted a sul-
try image of Kylie on his Instagram page with a message
saying: “Happy bday to the dopest girl ever!”

Cavill worries 

women will be 
disappointed by his body

The ‘Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice’ was bullied as a child for
being overweight and although he now has a toned and muscular
physique, he is still prone to bouts of self-doubt. Henry said: “I’m very

self-critical and I use that to motivate myself. If I look in the mirror, I might
say, ‘You’re looking good!’ Other days if I’m off-season and haven’t been
training, I’ll say, ‘Look at you, you’re fat.’ “I tell myself, ‘Mate, you’re a mess. If
you were to meet a bird out in a bar and bring her home, she’s expecting
Superman. This is not Superman and she’s going to be mega-disappointed.’”
Henry, 32, admitted that while he loves playing Superman, it can be a curse.
He explained to The Guardian newspaper: “There’s a blessing in being
Superman. You get more attention. But there’s also a curse, which is that
you’d better look like Superman any time you need to get your kit off.” Henry
also compared playing Superman to having sex with someone for the first
time.  He said: “People think Kryptonite can beat him. No. The only thing that
can really beat Superman is Superman. His own noggin messing with him.
His own moral choices. When you have that to start with, the storytelling can
really delve into something rich.  “It’s like shagging someone for the first
time. Sometimes it turns out to be amazing. Mostly you’re trying to get each
other’s rhythm going. It’s on the next go that you start to expand. That’s why
I do it. That and the money.”

The 38-year-old Swedish actor, who stars alongside Bel
Powley in the new comedy-drama ‘The Diary of a Teenage
Girl’, has revealed the emotional turmoil he went through

as a young man, admitting he felt unsure of himself for a variety
of reasons. He said: “I remember being a teenager, it’s confusing,
‘Am I the only one with these thoughts? What’s going on with
my body, my sexuality?’ That transformation is a confusing time.”
Meanwhile, Skarsgard also claimed there’s a distinction between
how boys’ and girls’ attitudes towards sex are portrayed on film.
He told The Big Issue: “As a boy, you see all these guys in
American comedies and think, ‘I’m just like them because they’re
fun and cool and we think about sex.’ “But as a girl you go, what’s
wrong with me? Why do I feel like an American teenage boy!?’
This story is more uncomfortable because people haven’t seen it
before.” Despite this, Skarsgard is disbelieving of the film’s 18 rat-
ing in the UK, saying it could be shown on the “Cartoon Network
in Sweden”. He admitted: “I find it mind-blowing. How can it be
more offensive to show a nipple than see someone’s head be
bashed in by a baseball bat? This movie would be shown on the
Cartoon Network in Sweden.”

Stewart’s life like a ‘comic book’

The 25-year-old actress is one of the most famous people in the world thanks to her
role as Bella Swan in the ‘Twilight’ movies and her former relationship with her co-
star Robert Pattinson. From these things Kristen feels as though she has been given

an “assigned personality” that she has to keep up. The ‘American Ultra’ star said: “It’s like
I’m involved in a weekly comic book. I have this assigned personality ... which I helped cre-
ate, I suppose. People stand to make a lot of money on people like me - it’s this booming
industry, so why would you go and change the character that people are paying for?”
Kristen - who is rumored to be in a relationship with Alicia Cargile - admits there are things
about the fame game she doesn’t enjoy but insists she’s a tough person. The Hollywood
starlet had to have a strong personality because she grew up with three brothers,
Cameron, Dana and Taylor. She said: “Growing up with three brothers I wasn’t treated bet-
ter and I wasn’t treated worse. I really was one of the boys. I think there’s an ambition
that’s probably innately drilled into me. I like to win.” —Bangshowbiz
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Lucas says Jar Jar
Binks was inspired

by Goofy

After years of criticism of “Star Wars” character Jar
Jar Binks, the space saga’s creator George Lucas
surprised fans at a Disney convention Friday

with a major reveal-he was inspired by Goofy. Lucas
made the comment as he was welcomed into the club
of “Disney Legends” along with “Pirates of the
Caribbean” star Johnny Depp.

“Not very many people realize that Goofy was the
inspiration for Jar Jar Binks,” Lucas said, sparking laugh-
ter in the crowd at the convention center in Anaheim,
California, where the D23 Expo is taking place. “I know
you’ll look at him differently now.” 

Jar Jar Binks-a computer-generated character that
first appears in “Star Wars: The Phantom Menace”-is
roundly loathed by most fans, who accused Lucas and
others of pandering to younger viewers with a comic
sidekick. “I love Goofy and I love Jar Jar Binks,” said
Lucas, who is also the brains behind the “Indiana
Jones” franchise, and who sold his Lucasfilm studio to
Disney for $4 billion. “A lot of what I do” is inspired by
Disney, Lucas told the crowd. Disney has revived the
“Star Wars” franchise, with four films already in the
works. “The Force Awakens”-Episode VII in the saga-
opens on December 18. A “Star Wars” panel is set to
take place Saturday at the D23 Expo. Depp-who is
donning the costume and thick black eyeliner of
Captain Jack Sparrow for the fifth “Pirates of the
Caribbean” film due out in 2017 — delighted fans with
his surprise appearance at the event. “I really don’t
know why I’m here,” joked Depp, clad in a retro beige
jacket. He explained that he does not like the word ‘fan’
because it implies that “someone is over someone
else,” adding: “I would say that you are actually my
employer.” “Thank you for giving me an opportunity to
do stupid things for a living,” Depp said. — AFP 

Martin Scorsese is thanked in the opening credits of
“Bombay Velvet,” but that’s far from the last time this
splashy Bollywood gangster spectacular pays its

respects.  As it charts the corrupt historical development of
Mumbai into a Western-styled megalopolis, Anurag Kashyap’s
garish but engrossing film reflects the transition through bla-
tant hat-tips to Hollywood crime cinema, ranging from Jimmy
Cagney star vehicles to Scorsese’s own underworld sagas. The
result-co-edited, no less, by the latter’s right-hand woman,
Thelma Schoonmaker-may lack the charging formal brio of
Kashyap’s 2012 Cannes sensation “Gangs of Wasseypur,” but
it’s clear why the pic has already achieved substantial interna-
tional distribution. Its Locarno festival date could usher in a
second wave of cinephile appreciation.

“Our love story will be epic; our life, a smash hit,” our hero
informs his paramour toward the end of a sprawling narrative
that has already seen its fair share of drama writ large. It’s a
line perfectly representative of a script that’s bigger on suds
than subtlety, and hyper-conscious throughout of its medi-
um-its every character living in a movie of their own making.
When another states that “life is not ‘Double Indemnity,’” he’s
only partially correct: Life, at least as “Bombay Velvet” knows it,
simply follows a different frame of genre reference, as Kashyap
packs proceedings with unveiled allusions to gangster-cinema
touchstones. A recurring line of dialogue is appropriated from
“The Roaring Twenties” (itself excerpted on screen), a climactic
shootout slavishly restages Brian De Palma’s “Scarface,” and so
on and so forth.

Some may see this as idle pastiche, though it aptly reflects
the characters’ own painstaking attempts at occidental self-
styling: Young street punk Balraj (Ranbir Kapoor, grandson of
golden-age Bollywood idol Raj) is rechristened “Johnny” when
he begins work as a lackey for a sharp-suited local crime lord,
ultimately managing the American Art Deco-style jazz club
that gives the film its name. (Not for nothing, in this ersatz
world of spangly imitation, does “Bombay Velvet” also sound
like a cut-price brand of gin.) 

A sizable portion of the film’s heavily knotted plot, mean-
while, revolves around the aggressive urban planning of
Mumbai’s city center in the 1960s and 1970s, whereby land
was reclaimed from the sea for an overtly Manhattan-aping
CBD.

Over a terrific opening credit sequence-an elaborate pro-
duction number dizzyingly julienned by Schoonmaker and
original editor Prerna Saigal, shot in shimmying, Campari-fil-
tered style by Rajeev Ravi-Kashyap seems less inspired by vin-
tage potboilers than he is by the jittery postmodern artifice of
“Chicago.” And if the film turns out to be less of a full-time
tuner than this intro suggests, it’s for no lack of savvy in Amit
Trivedi and Amitabh Bhattacharya’s slinky Hindi torch songs:
The musical mood board here is no less era-melding than the
cinematic one.

Following that punchy salvo, the pic’s establishing reels are
its saggiest, detailing the childhood trials of the principals in
decade-hopping fashion. Raised rough in the city’s dusty
social fringes, hot-headed Johnny finds a lifelong ally in the
more circumspect Chimman (Satyadeep Misra) and develops
a taste for bare-knuckle combat that will follow him into

adulthood. Over in Goa, meanwhile, honey-voiced Rosie
(Anushka Sharma) is taken from her family by an abusive sven-
gali, eventually fleeing to the big city to pursue a singing
career. Through a complicated chain of unsavory circum-
stances, with nude photographs a skeleton in at least two
characters’ closets, Johnny and Rosie wind up both working at
Bombay Velvet in the mid-1960s-he as a lackey to slick club
owner and criminal kingpin Khambatta (Karan Johar), she as
the club’s resident chantoosie.

As handsome knuckleheads and smoky sirens are wont to
do in the movies, the two fall hard and fast for each other. The
subsequent course of true love, of course, could hardly run
less smoothly: Blackmail plots, false identity, murder and a few
bouts of good old-fashioned cage fighting collide to fill 148
uneven but undeniably eventful minutes, crescendoing to a
bullet-riddled climax. If it’s practically an exercise in minimal-
ism relative to the five-hour assault of “Gangs of Wasseypur,”
Kashyap’s storytelling somehow seems less bullishly con-
trolled here. It’s also more propulsive than it is moving: 

Johnny (played by Kapoor less in a Cagney vein than with a
lunkish hint of prime Stallone) is too dim a protagonist to
wholeheartedly root for, while his romance with Rosie is a

shallow, backlit business.  We’re in a world, after all, of plat-
inum-plated character types, not actual people. It’s the high-
gloss realization of that world that affords many of the pic’s
most delicious pleasures:  “Bombay Velvet” is an extravagant
canvas for both production designer Sonal Sawant and cos-
tume designer Niharika Bhasin Khan, one on which even
apparent anachronisms look calculated. Kashyap is besotted
with the iconography and material trappings of Hollywood
gangsterism-showroom-fresh cars, gleaming weaponry and
slyly draped evening gowns, all spattered with blood amid the
glitter-but equally attentive to the earthy Eastern remnants of
a city still determining its identity. — Reuters 

Locarno Film Review: ‘Bombay Velvet’

A screenshot from Anurag Kashyap’s new film ‘Bombay Velvet’.

“Star Wars” creator, filmmaker George Lucas is
honored with the Disney Legends Award, Friday,
Aug 14, 2015, in Anaheim, Calif. Lucas sold his
company, and his iconic “Star Wars” film fran-
chise, to Disney for $4 billion. — AP 

Beanstalks will grow, animals will walk
upright, oceans will part, a forgetful fish
will remember her family, and toys will

fall in love in Disney and Pixar Animation’s
upcoming films. The studio previewed its ani-
mation slate and made a number of announce-
ments at the fan convention D23 Expo on
Friday, with special appearances from some
voice actors including Ellen DeGeneres and
Dwayne Johnson.

John Lasseter, the chief creative officer of
Pixar and Walt Disney Animation Studios, host-
ed the presentation, where he announced a
Jack and the Beanstalk adaptation, “Gigantic,”
and the title of their Dia de los Muertos film,
“Coco.” It was also revealed that Shakira would
be both providing an original song for and
voicing a character in “Zootopia.”

“Gigantic” director Nathan Greno
(“Tangled”) said his film would be the definitive
version of the fairy tale - with a few spins,
including the addition of a 60-foot tall, 11-year-
old girl who Jack meets when he climbs up the
beanstalk. “Frozen” songwriters Robert Lopez
and Kristen Anderson-Lopez, who penned the
hit “Let It Go,” will be writing the songs.

Dwayne “The Rock” Johnson was there as
well to preview the South Pacific-set “Moana,”
out Nov. 23, 2016, which follows a high spirited,
16-year-old princess 2000 years ago. As an act
of rebellion, she sets sail to a fabled island with
the tattooed demi-god Maui (Johnson).

Great pains 
Directors Ron Clements and John Musker

(“The Little Mermaid,” “Aladdin”) and Johnson
teased concept footage and spoke about their
extensive consultation with local anthropolo-

gists and archaeologists to ensure they accu-
rately represented the area. They also took
great pains to characterize what the ocean
means to the culture. In the film, it functions as
Moana’s spiritual companion.

Opetaia Foa’i, Grammy-winner Mark
Mancina, and Tony-winner Lin-Manuel Miranda
will be handling “Moana’s” music. Johnson said
it has been his career dream to be in an animat-
ed Disney movie. “It is my heritage, it is my cul-
ture. I am proudly half-Samoan and half-black,”
said an excited Johnson. “I’m so deeply con-
nected to this movie.” Continuing with the
international focus, “Coco,” from director Lee
Unkrich (“Toy Story 3”), will be about a 12-year-
old boy living with his big family in Mexico who
inadvertently sets off a life-altering chain of
events.

But it wasn’t all new properties on the agen-
da. Pixar also teased information about “Toy
Story 4” and “Finding Dory,” a sequel to the
2003 film “Finding Nemo.” In the film, out June
17, 2016, the forgetful Dory (DeGeneres)
endeavors to track down her family. Director
Andrew Stanton said even though he thought
that the story ended with “Nemo,” he realized
that Dory’s character needed more develop-
ment. “I wanted to know that if this charming,
forgetful fish ever got lost again, that she
would be OK,” he said.

Randy Newman closed out the nearly three-
hour presentation with a performance of his
“You’ve Got a Friend in Me” on stage in antici-
pation of “Toy Story 4,” which will be a love sto-
ry between Woody (Tom Hanks) and Bo Peep
(Annie Potts). Lasseter, who is co-directing, said
it’s a very emotional and personal story that’s
inspired by his own wife. Not all the films talked

about are years down the line, either.

New spin on dinosaurs 
Pixar’s long-delayed “The Good Dinosaur”

will finally be out on Nov 25. After previewing
the film at the 2013 D23, Pixar removed Bob
Peterson as director and pushed its release
date back over a year, eventually replacing him
with Peter Sohn. The film puts a new spin on

the classic boy and his dog tale. Here, the “boy”
is a friendly Apatosaurus named Arlo
(Raymond Ochoa) and the “dog” is a feral child
who walks on all fours. His name is Spot.

Producer Denise Ream said a main goal was
to create “a world that feels visceral and immer-
sive.” They used new technologies to fashion
“majestic landscapes,” including some strikingly
realistic-looking rapids, which sweep Arlo away

from his family into unknown territories. 
Directors Byron Howard and Rich Moore

were likewise there to preview “Zootopia,” out
March 4, which is set in a human-like city popu-
lated by animals who walk upright, wear
clothes and hold human jobs. The film centers
on bunny cop Judy Hopps (“Once Upon a
Time’s” Ginnifer Godwin) who heads to the big
city to pursue her law enforcement dreams.

There she gets entangled with a mischievous
fox, Nick Wilde (Jason Bateman). The bi-annual
convention, now in its fourth year, runs
through Sunday. — AP 

Buzz Lightyear floats above the entrance to the Disney D23 EXPO 2015 held at the Anaheim Convention Center in
Anaheim, California. — AFP/AP photos 

Disney fans dressed as ‘Tinkerbell’ and ‘Captain Hook’.

Disney drops hints to fans on ‘Finding Dory,’ ‘Toy Story 4’

A Disney fan takes a selfie at the Pixar Animation display.

A model wears a one-of-a-kind dress made out of more
than 300 Tsum Tsum plush commissioned by Disney
Store for D23 Expo. 



SUNDAY, AUGUST 16, 2015
l if e st yle

F e a t u r e s

Back-to-school shopping can be very challenging, espe-
cially after the summer holidays, but you can ease back
into school with Shoexpress new back-to-school collec-

tion featuring a great assortment of shoes, bags and acces-
sories for all.

The back-to-school collection comes in a variety of styles
with comfort at the core of the collection.  We have a variety
of Mary Jane’s styles for girls in patent, leather to mesh materi-
als, and the boys can choose from Velcro patterns to side
buckle and slip on shoes. In addition our remarkable selection

of sports shoes will make sports more fun.
“Children spend more than 5 hours of the day at school

learning, running and jumping, and that is why we have
focused making our range comfortable and fun.  Our charac-
ters of Mickey and Minnie mouse, Cars, Ben 10 and the widely
popular Frozen are all must haves for back-to-school” was the
view of Lesmoenie Jakoet, COO for Shoexpress. 

“This year sees us further building on our previous year’s
successes with the extensive range of footwear and acces-
sories at unbelievable prices”. Make sure you don’t miss the

opportunity for your kid’s to grab their favorite back to school
footwear and accessories which will be available from July
2015 across all Shoexpress stores. So rush now to your favorite
Shoexpress store located at Star Mall, Mubarakiya, Farwaniya
and The Avenues.

George RR Martin has been breaking
hearts for decades as the author of
“Game of Thrones” and its subsequent

sequels, but as he grows closer to the eventu-
al ending of his “Song of Ice and Fire” novels-
and as a result, the ending of HBO’s block-
buster adaptation-fans are growing ever
more anxious about how his fantasy saga will
end (and who will be left standing when the
dust settles).

That ’s a mystery to Martin as well.  “I
haven’t written the ending yet, so I don’t
know,” he responded when asked whether
the books’ ending will be particularly dark
during an interview with the New York
Observer. “That’s certainly not my intent. I’ve
said before that the tone of the ending that
I’m going for is bittersweet.”

Martin credits JRR Tolkien as an inspira-
tion, noting, “I love the way he ended ‘Lord of
the Rings.’ It ends with victory, but it’s a bitter-
sweet victory. Frodo is never whole again,

and he goes away to the Undying Lands, and
the other people live their lives ... All I can say
is that’s the kind of tone I will be aiming for.
Whether I achieve it or not, that will be up to
people like ... my readers to judge.”

Despite not having written an ending yet,
Martin clearly has a goal in mind-at least
according to “Game of Thrones” showrunners
David Benioff and DB Weiss (though they did
note that it could change at any time).

“We know what the end is, and we’re bar-
reling toward it,” Benioff told Variety ahead of
“Game of Thrones” season five. “We’ve had a
lot of conversations with George, and he
makes a lot of stuff up as he’s writing it. Even
while we talk to him about the ending, it
doesn’t mean that that ending that he has
currently conceived is going to be the ending
when he eventually writes it.” — Reuters 

Shoeexpress back to school collection

‘Game of Thrones’ ending will be
bittersweet,’ says George RR Martin

George RR Martin

Techno-punk rockers The Prodigy, who took the
world by storm with their angry lyrics and contro-
versial videos in the 1990s, want to be viewed as a

British “national treasure”.
Having released their first album in six years earlier

this year, The Day Is My Enemy, the London-based trio
insist they have been as influential to dance music as
Britpop was to guitar rock.

“The Prodigy-what we did for electronic music-is as
important culturally as Blur and Oasis,” Liam Howlett,
the band’s composer and main writer, told AFP in an
interview in Tokyo.  “We’ve always been for upholding
the British sound and we should be looked upon as a
national treasure.”

Perched on armchairs in a hotel suite and sipping
green tea, the middle-aged ravers look every inch rock-
and-roll royalty. But they have lost none of their bel-
ligerence, strafing contemporary DJ culture with an
abrasive new record which draws on their rave roots
and packs a punch with fierce cuts such as Nasty and
Wall Of Death.

“There was a real determination for it to have zero
compromise,” said vocalist Keith Flint, he of the spiky
hair, tattoos and nose piercings who frightened children
with his appearance in the video for the 1996 smash
Firestarter.  “There really needed to be an antidote to
the DJ scene, which made it quite brutal.”

The track Ibiza delivers a scathing attack on main-
stream dance music. “We don’t really care that much but

we’ll slag it off when we can,” smiled Howlett. “There’s
no creativity behind it. (Ibiza) is a bit of vicious fun real-
ly. It popped up out of a conversation. “Our lighting guy
was working for somebody and had this CD and he
says:  ‘Here’s bla-bla-bla’s set. It’s pre-mixed, it’s his set
for the summer.’ I just couldn’t get my head round it-he’s
a DJ!”

‘Art form’ 
The Prodigy can barely hide their contempt for the

Spanish party island, although the three snigger con-
spiratorially about recently playing there, just to
unleash that tune. “I don’t like Ibiza at all,” snorted
Howlett.  “I don’t like what it represents. The whole elec-
tronic music sound has been kind of hijacked really by
the pop world. There’s no bands making the harder end
of electronic music and we just think it’s our job.

“People are just getting fed this shit,” he added. “It’s a
northern American thing. America always fucks things
up. It just takes the cool stuff and washes all the credi-
bility out of it with money. It did it to hip hop, it’s doing
it to this now.” From behind dark glasses, Maxim inter-
jects: “The rave scene’s been saturated. When we were
in the DJ scene it was an art form, not just operating
something that’s synched up for you.” Flint, less menac-
ing without the black eyeliner and Johnny Rotten sneer
of his stage persona, nods.

“When you were out, a DJ would make his way
through the crowd with two record boxes and everyone

Terrence Howard
tearfully describes
ex-wife’s threats
Terrence Howard tearfully told a judge Friday that

his ex-wife repeatedly threatened to leak damag-
ing information about him to get him to sign a

divorce settlement in 2012. The Oscar-nominated actor
broke down while discussing the threats during a hear-
ing in which he is trying to overturn the settlement
agreement on grounds he signed it under duress.
Howard said he was concerned his ex-wife, Michelle
Ghent, would leak details about his sex life, and audio
and video recordings of him.

Howard said the release of such information in 2012
would have ended his career. “I was terrified of her
releasing the private tapes,” Howard said, explaining
that the video showed him in “intimate settings.”
Howard again lost his composure during cross-exami-
nation by Ghent’s attorney, who questioned the actor
about domestic violence allegations. Howard requested
a court recess after being questioned about several alle-
gations of violence toward women.

With a photo of a Ghent with a black eye displayed
on a screen in the courtroom, Howard acknowledged
that he had struck his first wife out of anger. But he
denied he had abused Ghent, saying any attacks on her
were self-defense.

The actor said he married Ghent in 2010 out of love
but was already aware that she had taken private audio
recordings he had made throughout his lifetime and
downloaded them to her computer. He testified that
she threatened to release them during their engage-
ment, during which he admitted he was unfaithful to
her with multiple women.

He said he had hoped to get the recordings back
from Ghent during their marriage but was unsuccessful.
Among the items he said Ghent had obtained were a
recording of Howard’s last conversation with his moth-
er, phone sex conversations with other women, and
recordings of songs he had written.

Key piece of evidence 
None of those materials have been played in court,

but a key piece of evidence has been a 2011 recording
of Ghent berating Howard and threatening to release
embarrassing material about him. Howard said he paid
Ghent $40,000 in 2011 after she threatened to release
materials including a video of him naked and dancing
in the bathroom. Asked by his attorney whether he con-
sidered the payment hush money, Howard responded,
“I consider it blood money.”

The actor said the threats continued while their
divorce settlement was being finalized.He said he was
afraid Ghent would “release the video and audio of me
in a very private and intimate place and I would never
be able to work again in this business.” Ghent denied
she attempted to blackmail Howard in a deposition, her
attorneys have said.  She has accused Howard of
domestic violence several times.

In the 2011 conversation, Ghent is heard telling
Howard, “I will (expletive) bury you deep within the
ground.”

She said she had video of Howard singing naked in
the bathroom and could sell it for $2 million. She also
told the actor that she had called the Internal Revenue
Service to report improper deductions. The 46-year-old
actor now stars on the hit Fox series “Empire.” The cross-
examination of Howard is expected to stretch into
Monday.

Smack my DJ up! Techno ‘treasures’ Prodigy get nasty

This photo taken on August 13, 2015 shows members of the British band The Prodigy, Liam Howlett (right), Keith
Flint (center), and Maxim (left) posing prior to an interview in Tokyo. — AFP photos

Maxim from the British
band The Prodigy per-
forming with the band
on stage during the
Sonic Mania show at
Makuhari Messe in
Chiba City, Chiba.

would go: ‘Wow, that’s Hype!’ Or whoever,” he said.
“Now he turns up in a helicopter, no one sees him and
he plugs in a USB stick. “I liked it when the needle got
knocked off the record and it all went quiet and every-
one went ‘Woooaaargh!’ That was a buzz. The unre-
hearsed, impromptu nature of it made it exciting.”

The Prodigy achieved huge success with 1997’s mul-
ti-platinum album The Fat Of The Land-causing uproar
with the single Smack My Bitch Up along the way —
and have sold some 25 million records worldwide, a fig-
ure unparalleled by a dance band. But they agree they
still make music to add firepower to their high-octane
live show, which they unveil at Japan’s Sonic Mania and
Summer Sonic festivals this weekend.

“We don’t have that baggage to be worried about
whether it’s correct for radio,” said Howlett. “We just
focus on what the show needs. I like to hear my records
on the radio, but it doesn’t bother me.” Added Flint: “It
also feels like the finger you’re sticking in the air when
your song is played on the radio is coming through the
speakers. It’s a wake-up call.” — AFP 

Terrence Howard 
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Salma Hayek
obtains restraining

order against 
2 women

Ajudge on Friday ordered two women to
stay away from Salma Hayek and her fami-
ly after the actress accused them of

impersonating her and threatening to kidnap
her daughter. Superior Court Judge MD Fried
ordered Liana Philippon and Odette Bodagh to
stay 100 yards away from Hayek and her family
and cease any activities to impersonate her.

The order also applies to Hayek’s husband
and 7-year-old daughter. “This case arised out of
a bizarre pattern of behavior by two apparently
mentally disturbed individuals,” Hayek’s filing
states. “Their actions include, among others, con-
cocting ruses to meet Hayek’s family members to
obtain Hayek’s contact information, impersonat-
ing Hayek to another celebrity, attempting to
directly contact Hayek herself, and impersonat-
ing Hayek in contacting Hayek’s minor child.

“In one communication while posing as
Hayek, Philippon made a veiled threat regarding
kidnapping and ransoming Hayek’s minor child,”
the filing states. An attempt to find phone num-
bers to obtain comment from Philippon and
Bodagh was unsuccessful. A judge set a hearing
for Sept 4 to extend the restraining order. — AP 

Jane Rosenberg’s courtroom drawing of New
England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady is
everywhere and now so is she, fending off

cyberbullies who disparage her along the way.
She’s on network television, the radio, in news-
papers and across the Internet. Everywhere she
goes, so goes her sketch of an edgy Brady in a
Manhattan federal courtroom Wednesday, when
lawyers argued whether it’s fair to suspend him
for four games because a Patriots’ employee
deflated footballs before the Jan. 18 AFC cham-
pionship game, which New England won.

The pastel sketch has been criticized as mak-
ing Brady look like an aging cartoon villain or a
character from “The Walking Dead,” or appear as
if his face is melting. It’s been superimposed
upon “ET,” Michael Jackson performing “Thriller”
and the figure in Edvard Munch’s “The Scream,”
depictions that make Rosenberg laugh. The sam-
pling of the sketch and the memes it inspired
has been flooding the internet.

Rosenberg said Friday she feels bullied by
scores of nasty emails. “You are absolutely the
worst artist I have ever seen,” snarled one.
“Absolutely horrible depiction of the football
player!” cried another. She also has received pos-
itive emails, including from courtroom artists
nationwide offering her support. “I’m really hav-
ing a rough time. This is so not my life,”
Rosenberg said. She said at first: “I thought I
might crawl under a pillow and never come out.”
Talking has been therapeutic.

Internet sensation 
Generally apologetic, Rosenberg quickly

expressed sorrow because she tries “to make
people happy.” Rosenberg, largely unaware of
social media before Wednesday, got a fast lesson
when she emerged from court feeling good she
accomplished three sketches, including a wide
rendering with the 1-square-inch depiction of
Brady that became an Internet sensation.

“All his fans are focused on that little image of
Brady,” she said. “He didn’t look happy at all. But
nobody looks happy in court.” He smiled at
dozens of photographers as he left the court-
house. “It wasn’t my goal to make a photograph
of him in the building but to show the feeling of
what was going on ... inside the courtroom,”
Rosenberg said.

She said she’s been kept busy since by end-
less interviews. The Associated Press has hired

Rosenberg in the past, though not for Brady’s
hearing. Before Wednesday, Rosenberg labored
largely in obscurity for 35 years, earning a repu-
tation for candid and accurate portrayals of the
notable and the notorious, including the late
Gambino crime family boss John Gotti, Ponzi
king Bernie Madoff, celebrity homemaker
Martha Stewart, comedian Bill Cosby, singer
Mick Jagger and scores of terrorists.

In 2000, a terrorism defendant leaped over a
railing and ran toward her before US Marshals
tackled him a few feet away. “It was pretty scary
and my heart was pounding,” she said. She
recalls Gotti gesturing to her to thin his chin and
a murder suspect saying: “Don’t make me look

like a monster.”
She’s grateful Brady won’t be in court next

Wednesday so her next drawing won’t be scruti-
nized. If she met him, she said: “I’d probably say
I’m sorry I didn’t make you look as handsome as
you really are.” As for her feelings, “I’m having so
much attention that maybe when I’m left to my
own devices, lonely in my own life, maybe,” she
said, “I’ll cry.” — AP 

Fame finds courtroom artist
after drawing goes viral

In this July 29, 2015, file photo, Salma Hayek
attends the LA Special Screening of “Kahlil
Gibran’s The Prophet” held at LACMA’s Bing
Theatre in Los Angeles. — AP 

Storm troopers at a Star Wars display during the Disney D23 EXPO 2015 held at the Anaheim Convention Center in Anaheim, California on August 14, 2015. — AP 

In this April 2, 2015 file
photo, members of the

media surround court
artist Jane Rosenberg,
center, to copy her art-

work of terrorist suspects
outside Federal court in

the Brooklyn borough of
New York. — AP
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