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SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2015

English Premier League

Southampton v Everton 14:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Sunderland v Norwich City 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Swansea City v Newcastle 17:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Tottenham v Stoke City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Watford v West Bromwich 17:00
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
West Ham v Leicester City 17:00 

beIN SPORTS 11 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON:  Arsenal need to respond with
quality and belief when they take on Crystal
Palace following their painful season-open-
ing Premier League defeat against West
Ham United, manager Arsene Wenger said
yesterday.  West Ham dashed Wenger’s
hopes of making a fast start to the season
when they capitalised on errors by goal-
keeper Petr Cech to secure a 2-0 victory at
The Emirates last weekend.  Wenger backed
Cech to bounce back quickly after the Czech
international, hailed by supporters as the
missing piece in Arsenal’s quest for a first
Premier League title since 2004, flopped on
debut following his arrival from champions

Chelsea.  “He (Cech) analyses very well. He’s
a bright man and he knows that it is down to
how well he responds,” the Frenchman told
reporters.

“A defeat is never a blessing. It always
hurts. We have analysed what has happened
but that should not take our belief away.

“We were defensively quite sound but we
made two mistakes we paid for. We were
not creative or accurate enough.  “We have
shown that we have the quality to respond,
so let’s focus on that on Sunday. It’s how you
respond that makes your season.”

The Gunners travel to Crystal Palace on
Sunday with Chile international Alexis

Sanchez, who returned late to training after
the Copa America, back in contention but
striker Danny Welbeck is “at least three
weeks away” with a knee injury.  Arsenal last
lost at Palace in a top-flight match in 1979
but the south London club have shown
steady progress since returning to the
Premier League in 2013 and earned praise
from Wenger for their work in the transfer
window.  Former Arsenal transfer target
Yohan Cabaye has joined from Paris St
Germain for a club-record fee of 10 million
pounds ($15.60 million), goal-scoring winger
Bakary Sako moved from Wolverhampton
Wanderers on a free, while young strikers

Patrick Bamford and Connor Wickham have
added firepower up front.  “They have made
great additions,” Wenger said. “Cabaye has a
good eye, a good long pass and that’s
important for Crystal Palace.”

Wenger said he is still looking to add to
his squad before the transfer window closes
but will not rush into the market despite
Arsenal losing their opening match of the
season.  “When you lose a game you always
get those demands,” he said. “If we find
somebody, anywhere who will strengthen
our squad, we will do it. “But it is not easy, it
is not supermarket stuff where you go in and
say ‘I would like this please.’” —Reuters

Arsenal’s response to defeat will define season: Wenger

LONDON: FIFA presidential candi-
date Michel Platini has won the key
backing of  the  head of  the  As ian
Footbal l  Confederat ion,  Sheikh
Salman Bin  Ebrahim Al  Khal i fa  of
Bahrain.

Sheikh Salman said in a statement
backing the UEFA president yesterday
that the world governing body would
“need a leadership with experience,
wisdom and ability to bring back sta-
bility to FIFA.

“Mr. Platini boasts such characteris-
tics and has an ambitious vision to
renew belief in the organisation,” he
said. The news will be particular wel-
come for Platini given his closest chal-
lenger to emerge so far is an Asian
candidate-South Korean former FIFA
vice-president Chung Mong-joon.

FIFA will hold an elective congress
on February  26  to  decide on the
replacement for outgoing president
Sepp Blatter, who is standing down
following the organisation’s corrup-
tion scandals.

While Sheikh Salman’s endorse-
ment is a personal one at this stage he
made it clear he wanted his region to
be united in the vote “for the good of
Asian football.”

FIFA was thrown into turmoil in
May when US prosecutors announced
the indictment of nine current and
former soccer officials, many of whom
had FIFA positions, and five sports
marketing executives. US authorities
are hopeful that more of the former
FIFA officials and marketing execu-
tives who were indicted in May on
bribery and corruption charges could
soon be extradited to New York, a
prosecutor said yesterday.

Speaking dur ing a  hear ing in
Brooklyn federal court in the case of
former FIFA Vice President Jeffrey
Webb, prosecutor Evan Norris said
discuss ions  were  ongoing with
lawyers for “a number of other defen-
dants overseas” regarding their possi-
ble extradition to face the charges.

Only three of the 14 people indict-

ed in the sweeping investigation of
international soccer and its governing
bodies are currently in the United
States. Six are in Switzerland, two are
in Argentina, one is in Brazil, one is in
Paraguay and one is in Trinidad.

World soccer was thrown into tur-
moi l  in  May when US  author it ies
announced the indictment, saying the
14 men corrupted the sport by agree-
ing to  more than $150 mi l l ion in
bribes and kickbacks for media and
marketing rights.

US authorities say their investiga-
tion, which is continuing, has exposed
complex money laundering schemes,
millions of dollars in untaxed incomes
and tens of millions of dollars in off-
shore accounts held by FIFA officials.
After agreeing to be extradited from
Switzerland, Webb, a Cayman Islands
nat ional ,  p leaded not  gui l ty  last
month to charges that he solicited
bribes from sports marketing compa-
nies in exchange for the commercial
rights to soccer matches.— Reuters

NEW YORK: Former FIFA vice president Jeffrey Webb, second from right, leaves Brooklyn federal court with his attorney
Edward O’Callaghan, second from left, yesterday, in New York. Webb is one of 14 people indicted in May in the US
Justice Department’s investigation into corruption at FIFA. — AP

Platini gets major FIFA boost 
with Sheikh Salman backing 

City ready to land first 
blow against Chelsea

LONDON: Manuel Pellegrini says it is too early to throw a knock-
out punch in the Premier League title race but the Manchester
City manager is hoping to land the first blow against champions
Chelsea tomorrow.

City began their campaign with a comfortable 3-0 win at West
Bromwich Albion on Monday and three points against Chelsea,
who drew 2-2 with Swansea City today, would give Pellegrini’s
men a five-point advantage over the champions.

“We are not thinking about the title in the second game but
we are thinking about trying to win our points here at home,
especially playing against the champions and the best team from
last season,” Pellegrini told a news conference on Friday.
“Especially also against one of the teams that has a lot of chances
to win the title like Arsenal, Manchester United, Liverpool and
Tottenham Hotspur, so to try to win the three points here at
home is very important for our team.”

Midfield powerhouse Yaya Toure, a dominant force in City’s
two Premier League title-winning sides in 2012 and 2014, failed
to make the same impact at the Etihad last season.

However, the Ivorian was back to his imperious best against
West Brom, scoring City’s second goal from the edge of the box,
and Pellegrini believes Toure will play an integral part in the
club’s bid to regain the title.

“Every player has good and bad games. I hope he can contin-
ue from Monday because he played very well,” the Chilean said.
“Yaya last season, as every player, had good games and bad
games. He’s done very well this season.

“All of us hope that he will continue because he has done very
well.” Midfielders Fabian Delph and Fernando are ruled out
against Chelsea with injury but striker Aguero could be in con-
tention as the Argentine continues to regain fitness after missing
most of the pre-season due to his involvement in the Copa
America. Fellow strikers Edin Dzeko and Stevan Jovetic have left
City during the transfer window but Pellegrini said he was happy
with his forward options. “For the moment we have here
(Wilfried) Bony, (Sergio)

Aguero, (Raheem) Sterling and Kelechi (Iheanacho),” he said. “I
think the fourth striker must be a young player and in this case it
is Kelechi. “We have a good squad at this moment but if we can
improve it in a couple of positions it is better.” — Reuters


