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KOHLER: Dustin Johnson shook off any bitter
memory of Whistling Straits, seizing the first-
round lead at the PGA Championship on
Thursday to steal the show from Rory McIlroy
and Jordan Spieth.

A 28-foot eagle at the par-five 16th and five
birdies saw Johnson grab the early lead just as
world number one and defending champion
McIlroy, Masters and US Open champion
Jordan Spieth and British Open winner Zach
Johnson were heading to the first tee.

With afternoon winds making scoring
tough on the par-72, 7,501 Whistling Straits
course on the shores of Lake Michigan,
Johnson’s score was still atop the leaderboard
at the end of the day.

Sweden’s David Lingmerth mounted the
strongest afternoon challenge, moving as low
as six-under before settling for an impressive
five-under par 67.

“Today was pretty easy,” Johnson said. “I
felt like I was just super-patient, stayed focused
all day and I was swinging well. I was control-
ling it.” Eight players shared third place on
four-under par 68: Australians Jason Day and

Matt Jones, South Korean-born New Zealander
Danny Lee and Americans J.B. Holmes, Russell
Henley, Matt Kuchar, Scott Piercy and Harris
English.

But the names who dominated the build-up
to the tournament found it sometimes heavy
going. McIlroy and Spieth both fired one-under
par 71, with Zach Johnson settling for a three-
over par 75 that left him nine adrift-tied for
86th in a group that also included Tiger
Woods. “I think anything under par this after-
noon was a decent score,” said McIlroy, who
bounced back from an opening bogey with a
birdie at the second, and was even through the
turn after going bogey-birdie at eight and
nine. Along the way he rolled his trouser leg up
to save par from the shallow water of a pond at
the par-five fifth. He got to two-under with
birdies at 11 and 16 before dropping a shot at
the last.

McIlroy settling in 
McIlroy was untroubled by the torn liga-

ment in his left ankle that he suffered on July 4,
although he admitted to some nerves teeing it

up in his first tournament since the US Open in
June. “Once I got those first couple holes out of
the way, I felt like I settled into the round really
nicely,” he said. Spieth was steady as a rock,
parring his first 10 holes before a bogey at the
par-five 11th, where he missed a three-footer
for par.

He responded with a chip-in birdie at the
12th, and also birdied the par-five 16th to fin-
ish at one-under. “I hit some really good putts
early in the round, had some chances to go
under par, even in these conditions that we
had,” said Spieth.

“I think (it was) one of the better rounds in
the afternoon,” he said, adding a note of admi-
ration for Lingmerth’s effort.

“That’s a heck of a round of golf in those
conditions,” Spieth said. In the more hospitable
morning conditions, Johnson opened his
round with back-to-back birdies at the 10th
and 11th before his eagle at 16. He added
birdies on one, two and four, and his lone
bogey, a failed up and down at the par-three
third, was followed by a birdie at the fourth
before he capped his round with a 10-foot par

putt at the ninth.
“You know, I hit it close on seven and eight

and lipped both of those out,” Johnson said.
“And on nine, my first putt I hit it a little too
hard and fortunately I made a nice comeback
for par, to end the day with a good, positive
vibe.”

Things haven’t always gone so smoothly for
Johnson at Whistling Straits. He was leading
the 2010 PGA Championship at the final hole
when he grounded his club in a scrubby
bunker that looked to him like waste ground.
The two stroke penalty and a missed putt at
the 72nd hole cost him a place in the playoff
won by Germany’s Martin Kaymer.

It’s just one of Johnson’s major near misses-
the most recent a three-putt finish to the US
Open at Chambers Bay. For former world num-
ber one Woods it was a tough start in his bid to
avoid a third straight missed cut at a major.

“Probably one of the worst putting rounds
I’ve had in a very long time,” said the 14-time
major champion, who has slumped to 278th in
the world in the wake of injuries and changes
to his swing. — AFP

Dustin Johnson rides eagle to early lead

SHEBOYGAN: Rory McIlroy found the
right answers in his first competition in
just under two months, and the score was
only part of the equation. After opening
with a bogey on Thursday in the PGA
Championship, McIlroy ripped his drive
into the wind on the par-5 second and,
with 286 yards to the hole, hit a 3-wood so
pure that he knew his game was ready in a
major way. It settled 15 feet away and set
up a birdie. It was a big moment.

“I know when I start a season off, the
first couple of rounds are sometimes a lit-
tle tentative, just trying to get your way
around,” McIlroy said after a 1-under 71
that left him five shots behind Dustin
Johnson. “But that was full bore, as good
as I can do, especially with a wind like that.
So it was a nice feeling.”It’s only a start -
for McIlroy, coming off an ankle injury, and
for Johnson, who has been in this position
before.

No 1 and No 2
McIlroy and Jordan Spieth effectively

played to a draw on Thursday as both shot
a 71, even though that’s not the way to
keep score. Both are trying to work their
way into contention going into the week-
end, just as they would at any major.

It’s no less intriguing because of what’s
at stake. Spieth is going for an unprece-
dented sweep of the US majors in the
same season, and it l ikely would be
enough for him to replace McIlroy at No. 1
in the world. A victory by McIlroy would
mean majors in four of his last five seasons
- Tiger Woods, Tom Watson and Jack
Nicklaus (each with majors in four straight
seasons) are the only players to do that in
the last 50 years.

Dustin Part II
Johnson has the first part down.

Counting his 6-under 66 on Thursday, he is
now 37-under par in the opening two
rounds of the last six majors in which he’s
appeared. He’ll try to improve on that,
when winds are expected to kick up and
there will be a 40 percent chance of thun-
derstorms.He said he’s most comfortable

playing in the lead. “There’s less shots
you’ve got to make up. But you still have
to play your game, especially in majors,”
he said. “When you try to push and try to
make things happen, that’s when you can
make some big numbers at the majors.”He
did that at the British Open, following
opening rounds of 65 and 69 with a 75-75
weekend that dropped him from the lead
to a tie for 49th place.

Hardly his worst major heartbreak,
though. There was that three-putt at the
US Open from 12 feet to finish one shot
behind Spieth. There was that 2-iron out-
of-bounds in the 2011 British Open when
he was trying to chase down Darren
Clarke. And don’t forget Whistling Straits
five years ago. He had a one-shot lead
playing the 18th and grounded his club in
a bunker. The two-shot penalty kept him
out of a playoff.

Tiger’s season
Tiger Woods could be playing his final

round of the season yesterday. He opened
with a 75, and while he says he hit the ball

well and couldn’t make a putt, it looked
ordinary to most everyone else. He goes
off Thursday afternoon in typically
tougher conditions and likely will need a
round under par to make it to the week-
end.If not, he will miss the cut in his third
straight major. Woods now has gone six
straight rounds over par, tying his career-
high.

Fast start
David Lingmerth got off to a blazing

start for the second straight major. This
time, he finished it off. A month ago at St.
Andrews, the Swede shot a 29 on the front
nine in the British Open only to post a 40
on the back nine to fall back. He thought
about that round Thursday when he made
five birdies in his opening five holes, and
had a good look at another on the par-3
17th. He missed, and that was that. But he
played solidly the rest of the way, trading
a birdie for a bogey, and shot 67 for the
best score of the afternoon. The advan-
tage goes to Lingmerth on Friday. He
plays in the morning.— AP

McIlroy, Spieth try to make 
up ground on Johnson at PGA

SHEBOYGAN: Henrik Stenson of Sweden hits his tee shot on the tenth hole
during the second round of the 2015 PGA Championship at Whistling Straits
yesterday in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. — AFP

SHEBOYGAN: Steve Stricker felt the love from his home-state
fans. He returned the favor by finishing his first round at the
PGA Championship with a flourish.

Showered with applause and serenaded by calls of “Steve,”
Wisconsin’s native son answered with 1-under 71 at Whistling
Straits. He was five shots behind leader Dustin Johnson.

“Oh, yeah, I feel the ‘cheesehead love’ all the way around
here,” said Stricker, who lives about 120 miles southwest in
Madison. After struggling on the greens all year, Stricker used
a new putter Thursday - the first time in 15 

years he swapped out his old flat stick - and it provided a
boost. He hit his tee shot at No. 18 into a bunker, but capped
off the hole with a 23-foot par putt to finish in the red for the
day.

“That feels like birdie there today,” Stricker said. Ditto for
No. 9, where he salvaged a par with a 12-footer after another
errant drive found the rough. So far, so good with the new
putter.

“I made some putts today, which I haven’t been doing this
year at all,” he said. “It was fun to see the ball go in for a
change.” The 48-year-old Stricker is playing a limited schedule
this season. One of the most respected players on the tour,
he’s eight months removed from surgery for a bulging disk in
his lower back that was causing recurring hip problems.
Stricker has said he is playing a little less this year as a precau-
tion.

His best finish this season was 27th at the Colonial. He fin-
ished 63rd at 3-under 285 at the Canadian Open. A few weeks
ago, Stricker lost his caddie, who is now on the bag for Justin
Thomas.  “It’s a no-brainer. You’re caddying for a 48-year-old
guy versus a 24-year-old up-and-comer,” Stricker said this
week.—AP

SHEBOYGAN: Jordan Spieth of the United States plays his
shot from the 16th tee during the second round of the
2015 PGA Championship at Whistling Straits yesterday in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin.—AFP

Fan favorite Stricker 
flourish at PGA


