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DAVENPORT,  I O W A : Republican
presidential candidate Jeb Bush on
Thursday declined to rule out resum-
ing the use of torture under some cir-
cumstances by the US government.
The former Florida governor said that
in general ,  he bel ieves torture is
inappropriate, and that he was glad
his brother, former President George
W Bush, largely ended the CIA’s use
of  the techniques before he left
office. The CIA used waterboarding,
slapping, nudity, sleep deprivation,
humiliation and other methods to
coerce Al-Qaeda detainees - methods
the mil itary would be prohibited
from using on prisoners of war.

“I don’t want to make a definitive,
blanket kind of statement,” Bush told
an audience of Iowa Republicans,
when asked whether he would keep
in place or repeal President Barack
Obama’s executive order banning so-
called enhanced interrogation tech-
niques by the CIA.

Bush, because of his brother and
father - both former U.S. presidents -
had the most  name recognit ion
entering the race to win the 2016
Republ ican Party  nominat ion.
However, billionaire businessman
Donald Trump has been dominating

the race this summer, even though
he is still considered a long-shot can-
didate for the nomination.

A Senate report released last year
cited CIA records in concluding that
the techniques were more brutal
than previously disclosed, that the
CIA lied about them, and that they
failed to produce unique, life-saving
intelligence. The CIA and its defend-
ers take issue with the report.

Producing intelligence 
Jeb Bush said he believed that the

techniques were effective in produc-
ing intelligence, but that “now we’re
in a different environment.” He sug-
gested there may be occasions when
brutal interrogations were called for
to keep the country safe. “That’s why
I’m not saying in every condition,
under every possible scenario,” Bush
said.

Later on Thursday in Iowa, Bush
said there is a difference between
enhanced interrogation techniques
and torture, but declined to be spe-
cific. “I don’t know. I’m just saying if
I ’m going to be president  of  the
United States, you take this threat
seriously.” Bush has been walking a
careful path, seeking to disassociate

himself from some of the unpopular
aspects of his brother’s legacy while
praising him.

In discussing the I raq war ,  for
example,  Bush,  who previously
acknowledged that the intelligence
didn’t support the decision to invade,
on Thursday said he had learned
from some of the mistakes made dur-
ing the occupation, including what
he said was a wrong decision to dis-
band the Iraqi military. He said his
brother also now believes that was a
mistake.

Bush blames the rise of the Islamic
State group on what he said was
Obama’s  fa i lure  to negotiate  an
agreement to leave US troops there
in 2011. He repeated his call for a
more aggressive posture toward the
Is lamic State group but ,  l ike  the
Obama administration, he opposes
sending in regular US ground forces.
He does favor putting special opera-
tions troops on the battlefield.

Bush spoke at a foreign policy
forum sponsored by Americans for
Peace,  Prosperity and Security,  a
group chaired by Mike Rogers, a for-
mer Republican congressman from
Michigan who chaired the House
Intelligence Committee. — AP 
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Anti-gay clerk forced
to reverse practices

MOREHEAD: A Kentucky clerk who defied a federal judge’s
order to issue marriage licenses and turned away four gay
couples has until Monday to convince the judge to delay his
mandate. US District Judge David L Bunning rejected
Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis’ claim that her Christian faith
should exempt her from issuing marriage licenses to same-
sex couples and ordered her on Wednesday to hand out the
licenses. But her office kept denying them.

As the attorneys for gay and straight couples seeking a
license warned they could request that she be held in con-
tempt, Bunning ordered Davis to submit a final plea to stay
his decision by Monday. The fight in this eastern Kentucky
college town began soon after the Supreme Court legalized
gay marriage in June. Davis was among a handful of clerks
across the country to cite her Christian beliefs and declare
she would no longer hand out licenses to any couples, gay
or straight. Legal experts have likened the case to the resist-
ance some local officials in the South put up five decades
ago after the Supreme Court legalized interracial marriage.

Fight till the end 
“We’re going to keep coming back,” said Karen Roberts,

shaking after she was denied a license to marry April Miller,
her partner of 11 years. “We’re going to fight this to the very
end.” Three other couples streamed into the clerk’s office
throughout the morning, and all were denied. Staff in Davis’
office said she was on vacation. Though she has six employ-
ees authorized to issue licenses, deputy clerk Nathan Davis
said the office was advised by its attorneys with the
Christian law firm Liberty Counsel to continue refusing
same-sex couples as it appeals the judge’s decision. They
handed one couple who demanded an explanation a Post-it
note with Liberty Counsel’s toll-free phone number.

“Kim Davis is just an example of what’s going to be hap-
pening not only to other clerks but to other people who are
going to be confronted with this issue and we think that
this is a serious matter that needs to be decided by a higher
court, even the Supreme Court,” Liberty Counsel founder
Mathew Staver said. The couples said the Supreme Court
already decided the issue when it legalized same-sex mar-
riage in June. That day, Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear told
the clerks to issue licenses or resign. A number objected.
Lawrence County Clerk Chris  Jobe,  president of  the
Kentucky Clerks Association, has said nearly 60 of the state’s
120 clerks pledged to send a letter to Beshear, asking that
he call a special session to find a way to accommodate their
faiths. Beshear’s office said they received letters from 17
clerks, half of whom have told The Associated Press they
have either been issuing licenses despite their religious
objections, or would issue one if a same-sex couple applied.
The others did not respond to message and emails.

Bunning said in his ruling Wednesday that Davis has like-
ly violated the US Constitution’s protection against the
establishment of a religion by “openly adopting a policy
that promotes her own religious convictions at the expens-
es of others.”— AP 

IOWA: Republican presidential candidate, former Florida Gov Jeb Bush, makes his way to the stage to speak at a forum
sponsored by Americans for Peace, Prosperity and Security, Thursday, Aug 13, 2015, at St Ambrose University. — AP 

MOREHEAD: James Yates, (left) and William Smith Jr head
into the Rowan County Courthouse to obtain a marriage
license. — AP 


