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KATHMANDU: Nearly four months after a massive
quake devastated Nepal, the government has set up
a new state body to lead reconstruction efforts, a
spokesman for the Prime Minister’s office said yes-
terday. The government says Nepal will need
around $6.7 billion to pay for rebuilding and wants
all reconstruction funds to be channeled through
the new body, raising concerns that bureaucracy
and poor planning will delay rebuilding.

Political wrangling delayed the formation of the
new National Reconstruction Authority (NRA) for
several weeks, even after international donors
pledged $4.4 billion to rebuild the Himalayan

nation. The government on Thursday appointed
Govind Raj Pokharel, vice chairperson of the nation-
al planning commission, to head the new body, said
Uttar Kumar Khatri, spokesman for the Prime
Minister’s office.

“In the past we have experienced delays while
working on mega projects due to lack of authority
and legal hurdles... keeping that in view, government
has given full authority to the NRA so it won’t face
problems on issues like land acquisition,” Khatri told
AFP. The new authority, which will be monitored by
Prime Minister Sushil Koirala, will have five years to
complete its task and will have to present a public

report on its progress every four months, Khatri said.
“Reconstruction is not only a national issue now

but it’s a matter of our image in the global arena. We
want to show the world that Nepal can be rebuilt
within five years,” Khatri said. The April 25 quake
killed more than 8,800 people and destroyed some
600,000 homes, leaving thousands in desperate
need of food, clean water and shelter. The govern-
ment has allocated nearly a billion dollars to the
rebuilding effort in its annual budget. This includes
cuts in customs duties on construction materials as
well as low-cost loans to quake survivors seeking to
repair or put up new homes. — AFP 

Quake-hit Nepal sets up reconstruction authority

DHAKA: Two suspected members of a Bangladeshi Muslim
militant group, including one who was out on bail on a charge
of attempted murder, were arrested in the killing of a secular
blogger in the fourth such deadly attack this year.

Saad-Al-Nahin and Masud Rana were arrested Thursday
evening by the detective branch, which has been handling the
case rather than regular police, said Dhaka Metropolitan Police
spokesman Muntasirul Islam. They are suspected members of
Ansarullah Bangla Team, a group blamed for some of the previ-
ous attacks on bloggers.

Local media reported that Nahin was arrested in 2013 on a
charge of attempted murder in an attack on blogger Asif
Mohiuddin, who was injured. Nahin was freed on bail but was
supposedly being watched by detectives. Last Friday, at least
four men posing as tenants entered an apartment building and
hacked to death the 28-year-old Niladri Chottopadhay Niloy.
The blogger’s wife, Asha Moni, filed a murder case against four
unnamed persons.

Friends of Niloy, who also goes by an online name of Niloy
Chowdhury, said he had received several threats that prompt-
ed him to remove all his photos from his blog. They said he had
a Facebook account in which he criticized radical Islamists at
home and abroad, as well as hard-line views of other religions.

The family and friends said Niloy had sought police protec-
tion after he was threatened, but police asked him to leave the
country for his safety. Hours after the killing, Ansar-Al-Islam,
which intelligence officials believe is affiliated with Al-Qaeda
on the Indian subcontinent, sent an email to media organiza-
tions claiming responsibility and calling the blogger an enemy
of Allah. The authenticity of the email could not be independ-
ently confirmed.

The United States has expressed its concern over the killing,
while the United Nations called for Bangladeshi authorities to
ensure accountability and prevent such violence. In February,
Bangladeshi-American Avijit Roy was hacked to death on the
Dhaka University campus while walking with his wife. Two oth-
ers were attacked and killed in March and April, one in Dhaka
and another in the northeastern city of Sylhet. Investigations
into the previous cases made no headway. Islam is
Bangladesh’s state religion, but the Muslim-majority country is
governed by secular laws based on British common law. Over
the last decade or so, extreme interpretations of Islam have
steadily gained ground. This story corrects the day the blogger
was killed. — AP 
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ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and India trad-
ed heavy gunfire yesterday, killing
one person and forcing villagers in
divided Kashmir to flee to safety even
as the Pakistani president renewed
his offer of talks with India to resolve
the issue of the disputed region. A
Pakistani woman was killed and her
two daughters and husband were
wounded when an Indian mortar
struck their home in the Nezapir sec-
tor of the divided region, the
Pakistani military said.

The two nuclear-armed archrivals
have a history of uneasy relations and
regularly exchange fire over the dis-
puted boundary, the latest coming as
Pakistan celebrated Independence
Day. Pakistan won independence
from Britain on Aug. 14, 1947 and
marks the date each year with rallies
and other celebrations.

In a televised speech yesterday,
Pakistani President Mamnoon
Hussain said his nation believes in
“peaceful co-existence” with India,
though it would not comprise if its
defense and security came under
threat. “We want to resolve all out-
standing issues, including Kashmir,
with India,” he told a gathering of stu-
dents, government and military offi-
cials in the capital, Islamabad.

Security was tight and troops
guarded the Convention Center
where Hussain, along with Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, hoisted the
national flag.

Since 1947, Pakistan and India
have fought two of their three wars
over Kashmir, which is claimed by
both countries. The region is divided
into sectors and there is a Line of
Control that separates Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir from Indian-held
Kashmir. There was no immediate
response from New Delhi on
Hussain’s offer or the report of
Pakistani casualties in the latest
exchange.

On Thursday, Islamabad accepted
an invitation from India for a bilateral
security meeting on August 23. It was
unclear if the Kashmir issue would be
brought up at that meeting. Earlier
yesterday, the Pakistani military said
“unprovoked shooting” came from

the Indian-held side of Kashmir, from
Nezapir and Rawalakot sectors and
that Pakistani forces were respond-
ing. Mohammad Ansar, a local police
official in Pakistan’s part of Kashmir
said rockets and mortars fired by
Indian were landing near villages in
the two sectors since the morning
hours and that terrified villagers were
fleeing to safer places.  However,
Indian army spokesman Lt Col.
Manish Mehta blamed Pakistan, say-
ing the Pakistanis have been firing
mortars, grenades and machine-guns
at Indian positions in the Poonch sec-
tor “intermittently for the last five
days.” “We’ve given them a befitting
reply,” he said, denouncing what he
called “unprovoked, ceasefire viola-
tions” by Pakistan.

Independence Day curfew 
Meanwhile in Srinagar, authorities

imposed a curfew in parts of the main
city of Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday to prevent any move by sepa-
ratists to celebrate Pakistan’s
Independence Day, police said.  The
restrictions in Srinagar, which includ-
ed the closure of the city’s main
mosque during Friday prayers, were
announced on the eve of

Independence Day in both India and
Pakistan and follow a recent spike in
violence. “The restrictions are
imposed to prevent miscreants from
hoisting Pakistani flags and to avoid
loss of life,” director general of police,
K Rajendra, told AFP.

The anniversary of the partition of
the sub-continent in 1947 is often a
tense period in Kashmir, a pictur-
esque Himalayan territory which has
been divided between India and
Pakistan since the end of British colo-
nial  rule.  Kashmir is  India’s only
Muslim majority state and several
rebel groups have spent decades
fighting for independence or a merg-
er with Pakistan. The conflict has left
tens of thousands, mostly civilians,
dead.

On Thursday a bomb kept in a
steel pot exploded in the compound
of a mosque in the south of the
Kashmir Valley, injuring 10 worshipers
as they were leaving after morning
prayers. While relations between the
two nuclear-armed countries remain
chilly, their respective national securi-
ty advisors are scheduled to meet in
the Indian capital  New Delhi on
August 23 as a confidence-building
measure. — Agencies 

Kashmir villagers flee amid 
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SRINAGAR: An Indian paramilitary solider stands guard as Kashmiri pedestri-
ans walk along a street during a curfew. — AFP 

DHAKA: Suspected Muslim militants Saad-Al-Nahin,
(right) and Masud Rana, who were arrested in the last
week’s killing of a secular blogger, stand before the
media. — AP 


