
NEW DELHI: For years along the Cornish coast
of Britain, Atlantic Ocean currents have carried
thousands of Lego pieces onto the beaches. In
Kenya, cheap flip-flop sandals are churned
relentlessly in the Indian Ocean surf, until final-
ly being spit out onto the sand. In Bangladesh,
fishermen are haunted by floating corpses
that the Bay of Bengal sometimes puts in their
path. And now, perhaps, the oceans have
revealed something else: Parts of Malaysia
Airlines Flight 370, the jetliner that vanished
17 months ago with 239 people on board.

Experts believe it crashed into the vast
emptiness of the Indian Ocean, somewhere
between Africa and Australia. While some
wreckage presumably sank, some is also
thought to have joined the millions of tons of
oceanic debris - from Legos accidentally
spilled from cargo ships to abandoned fishing
nets to industrial trash - that can spend years
being carried by the Earth’s currents, some-
times turning up thousands of miles away
from where they entered the water.

‘Not a bathtub’ 
So there was little surprise among

oceanographers when part of a jet’s wing, sus-
pected wreckage from the vanished Boeing
777, was found two weeks ago along the
shores of Reunion, a French island off the
African coast. “The ocean is not a bathtub. It’s
in constant motion,” said Erik van Sebille, an
oceanographer with the Grantham Institute at
Imperial College London who has spent years
studying how currents carry debris. “At the
surface it’s this giant, churning machine that
moves things from A to B,” he said. “And it’s
connecting all the areas of the globe.”

Often, that giant churning machine also
moves in fairly predictable ways, with currents
and winds moving in predictable directions
and speeds. Malaysian investigators were also
dispatched this week to the Maldives, a South
Asian archipelago nation, to examine debris
that had recently washed ashore there. But
yesterday the country expressed pessimism
that it was related to the plane.

Transport Minister Liow Tiong Lai said
most of the Maldives items examined “are not
related to MH370 and they are not plane
material.” He did not say whether every piece
of debris had been ruled out. Charitha

Pattiaratchi, an oceanographer at the
University of Western Australia, used comput-
er modeling last year to predict that debris
from Flight 370 might end up somewhere
near Reunion, or nearby Madagascar, about
now. But he said that if the wing part found on
Reunion turns out to be from Flight 370 -
French investigators are still examining it,
though Malaysian officials have said it defini-
tively came from the disappeared jet - then he
doubts the debris found in the Maldives is also
from the jetliner.

Because the Maldives lie north of the equa-
tor and Reunion Island is to the south, finding
wreckage in both spots is highly unlikely, he
said. Ocean currents and winds make it
extremely difficult for flotsam to cross the
equator. Plus, Pattiaratchi adds, it would be
exceedingly difficult for any Flight 370 debris
to have ended up in the Maldives at all by
now. To reach there, the wreckage would have
had to float west from the current search area
off Australia and toward Africa, then turn north
and travel along the African coast past Somalia
and into the Arabian Sea, before turning south
and east toward the Maldives. — AP 
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KANJIZA: It was a journey across deserts,
seas and continents and now, a few dozen
meters (yards) away, the goal was in sight:
the European Union. Adnan and his fellow
Syrian migrants weren’t about to let a razor
fence - under frantic construction by
Hungary - get in their way.

At dusk, the column of exhausted men,
women and children crept inside a corn
field in northern Serbia on the border with
Hungary. They were hoping to take their
final few steps to what they believe to be
freedom in the EU. There was a palpable
sense of urgency to elude border police

and make a successful frontier crossing,
before the Hungarians finished the 175-
kilometer fence by the end of the month.

Serbia’s border with EU-member
Hungary has become a major crossing
point for tens of thousands of migrants
from the Middle East, Asia and Africa who
are using the so-called Balkan route to
enter the EU, while fleeing poverty or war
in their home countries. Hungary, belea-
guered by the influx and facing a right-
wing backlash, has been rushing to build
the fence both as a physical barrier and a
symbol of toughness for its increasingly

anti-foreigner population.
Some 1,000 migrants per day tried to

cross into Hungary from Serbia before
Hungary announced plans for the razor-
wire fence a few months ago. That number
has shot up to 1,500. Adnan walked at the
head of the column, a broad-shouldered
man in a black t-shirt. He was glued to his
mobile phone, tracking the GPS coordi-
nates displaying pathways ahead. Those
behind him followed almost breathlessly,
trying not to catch the attention of the
Hungarian guards lurking with heat-seek-
ing devices and binoculars across a river.

‘Yalla, let’s go!’
“This is what we wanted and there is no

way back now,” whispered Adnan, who gave
only his first name fearing deportation if he
made it to the West. “We are not afraid. What
could be worse than the bloodshed we left
behind in Syria?” Adnan, in his mid-20s, and
his group of Syrian migrants reached the bor-
der with Hungary by walking through thorny
acacia trees, bushes and pumpkin fields in
scorching summer heat. The group of about
50 people included a 2-month-old baby and
a boy whose parents drowned when their
boat capsized in the Mediterranean. — AP 

Migrants surge to beat razor fence

Oceanic junk ranges from 
toys to suspected debris
8.8m tons of plastic dumped into oceans annually 

Royals criticize attempts to 
photograph Prince George

LONDON: The British royal family criticized paparazzi yesterday for what it
called their increasingly dangerous attempts to photograph the Queen’s
two year-old great-grandson Prince George. Photographers have fol-
lowed George and his nanny around London parks, have pursued cars
leaving royal homes, and police found one hidden in a blacked-out car
outside a children’s play area visited by the prince, a statement said.

“In recent months, there have been an increasing number of incidents
of paparazzi harassment of Prince George and the tactics being used are
increasingly dangerous,” added the statement from the Kensington
Palace residence of George’s parents Prince William and Kate Middleton.

William, second in line to the throne, and his wife have tangled with
the media before over the paparazzi’s tactics and have said that they want
their children to be able play in public without being photographed. “The
vast majority of publications around the world - and all British publications
- have refused to fuel the market for such photos,” the statement said.

But it added: “Despite this, paparazzi photographers are going to
increasingly extreme lengths to observe and monitor Prince George’s
movements and covertly capture images of him to sell to the handful of
international media still willing to pay for them. “A line has been crossed
and any further escalation in tactics would represent a very real security
risk.” The issue of harassment by the paparazzi is particularly sensitive for
William whose mother Princess Diana was killed with her lover Dodi Al-
Fayed in Paris in 1997 when her limousine crashed into the wall of a tun-
nel as they tried to flee a posse of chasing photographers. He has been
determined to protect his family from the press. George, third in line to
the throne, was born to a global media frenzy in July 2013 but has spent
most of his life since then out of the spotlight, with only a handful of pub-
lic appearances.  The royals also complained about harassment of Kate
Middleton before the couple married in 2011. A year after their wedding,
European magazines printed topless pictures of her taken while she was
on holiday in France. — Reuters 

MANILA: In this June 8, 2013 file photo, volunteers and environmentalists remove dirt and garbage that were
washed ashore at a bird sanctuary, known as “Freedom Island,” during a World Ocean Day event. — AP

SANDRINGHAM: A picture taken on July 5, 2015 shows
Prince George of Cambridge leaving his sister Charlotte’s
christening at St Mary Magdalene Church. -— AFP 


