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BAGHDAD: In this torrid Baghdad sum-
mer, Karim Kadim, his wife and five chil-
dren have been sleeping in their living
room, where the air conditioning works
best and often muffles noise from the
street. But nothing could drown out
the thunderclap that roused the family
about 5:45 am Thursday.

Even Kadim’s son Hussein,  who
takes out his hearing aid when he goes
to bed, was awakened by the explo-
sion. Kadim, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
photographer for The Associated Press,
raced to the roof to see what had hap-
pened. AP video cameraman Ali Abdul-
Hassan Jabbar, who lives nearby, called
to say that the explosion was at the
Jameela Market - his own three chil-
dren had been thrown from their beds
by the blast. So Kadim threw on some
clothes and raced for the door with his
camera, as he has done so many times
before.

“Baba, please don’t go! Baba, please
don’t go!” cried his 3-year-old son,
Abbas. “Even the little ones understand
the dangers,” Kadim said. Kadim and
Jabbar both live not far from the mar-
ket in Sadr City, where - for more than a
decade - the comforts of home have
been intertwined with horrors. Jameela
Market is what might be described as a
farmers’ market. Every day, vendors in
narrow wooden stalls compete for cus-
tomers, bargaining over the prices of
fresh fruits and vegetables, live chick-
ens and more. On Thursdays, it is par-

ticularly crowded with people coming
in from nearby provinces to stock up
on items they can’t get back home.

‘Panicked and crazy’ 
A truck bomb went off there shortly

after dawn - killing at least 67 people,
levelling most of the market and send-
ing shock waves throughout the city.
Jabbar, 32, got to the market first, even
before the ambulances arrived. “I got
there so soon that people were still so
panicked and crazy,” he recalled. “This
guy’s brother was dead; that person’s
father ... So everyone was very pan-
icked and aggravated. So they came
and started to push me around and yell
at me, grabbing from the collar of my
shirt, pushing me left and right, trying
to get me to leave.”

“There were stores burning. The
people were completely mad. Everyone
thinks ‘our livelihood is gone, our civili-
ty is gone.’ So they act crazy,” he said.
Known as Saddam City before the 2003
US-led invasion, Sadr City is home to
some 3 million people, the vast majori-
ty of them Shiite Muslims and most of
them middle class. “It has academics,
athletes, soldiers, businessmen, work-
ers,” Kadim said. The district saw some
of the most brutal warfare in the earli-
est days of the war. In 2004, coalition
troops engaged in bloody battles there.
Since then, buildings in the district suf-
fer from significant structural problems,
and many remain pockmarked with

bullet holes to this day.
In 2006, more than 200 people were

killed in an attack in Sadr City after a
series of car bombs and mortar attacks
ripped through a Shiite slum, prompt-
ing the government to implement a 24-
hour curfew. Jabbar suffered an eye
injury covering that explosion: “I had to
go for surgery and I have been wearing
eyeglasses ever since. So of course, I
feel fear whenever I’m there because
anything can happen.”

To Kadim, the “dark days” were all
too commonplace during that time. “It
wasn’t just explosions,” he said. “There
were rockets. There were kidnappings.”
Said Jabbar: “In the days of the civil
war, we’d have an average of three to
four explosions in Sadr City per day.”
Though the hazards are far less than
they were then, dangers remain. “I
went to film a bombing just two days
ago,” Jabbar said. “Yes, it happens a lot.
This one was very bad, but it happens a
lot. But if you ask me if we get used to
it, I’ll tell you no. Who can get used to
this? “

He often thinks of sending his family
away, outside the country. “The situa-
tion here is  exhausting,”  he said.
“There’s no stability. ... Whenever we
feel we are taking steps forward, some-
thing like this happens and it feels like
the whole world is  turning upside
down again.” “We are living in a state of
fear,” Kadim said. “We are never com-
fortable.” — AP 

Top Iraq Shiite cleric 

welcomes reforms

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani
yesterday welcomed proposed reforms aimed at curbing cor-
ruption and streamlining the government, but said more were
needed, especially for the judiciary. Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi on Sunday announced a reform program in response to
weeks of protests and a call from Sistani, and parliament
approved the plan along with additional measures two days lat-
er.

“We appreciate that and hope that these decisions are
implemented in the near future,” Sistani said in remarks deliv-
ered by his representative Abdul Mahdi Al-Karbalai. “We would
like to point out that one of the most important requirements
of the reform process... is reforming the judiciary, as it is an
important pillar in completing the package of reforms, and
there cannot be true reform without it,” he said.

Parliament’s plan called for judicial reforms including ensur-
ing the independence of the judiciary, while Abadi’s pro-
gramme did not mention that issue. Both were billed as initial
reform packages, implying that more are to follow. Amid a
major heatwave that has seen temperatures top 50 degrees
Celsius (120 degrees Fahrenheit), protesters have railed against
the poor quality of services, especially power outages that leave
just a few hours of government-supplied electricity per day.

Thousands of people have turned out in Baghdad and cities
in the Shiite south to vent their anger and pressure the authori-
ties to make changes. Their demands were given a boost last
week when Sistani, who is revered by millions, called for Abadi
to take “drastic measures” against corruption, saying the “minor
steps” he had announced were not enough.

Various parties and politicians have sought to align them-
selves with the protesters in order to benefit from the move-
ment and mitigate the risk to themselves. Even with popular
support for change, the entrenched nature of corruption and
the fact that parties across the political spectrum benefit from
it will make any efforts extremely difficult. Abadi warned
Wednesday that the reform process “will not be easy; it will
be painful,” and that corrupt individuals would seek to
impede change. — AFP Life in Sadr City: ‘We are 

living in a state of fear’
‘Even the little ones understand the dangers’

BAGHDAD: Civilians gather at the scene of bomb attack in Jameela market in the Iraqi capital’s crowded Sadr City neigh-
borhood. — AP

UN to meet on 

IS gay attacks
UNITED NATIONS: The UN Security Council will hold a
meeting this month to hear about Islamic State attacks on
sexual minorities, the first-ever council meeting focused
on gay rights, the US ambassador said Thursday. The
informal meeting on August 24 will shine a spotlight on
“ISIL and its systematic targeting of LGBT persons who
find themselves in ISIL-controlled territory,” said
Samantha Power.

The United States and Chile will host the meeting that
will be open to all member-states interested in the plight
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people perse-
cuted by the jihadists. “This will be a historic meeting. It
will be the first Security Council meeting on LGBT rights,”
Power told reporters.

UN envoys will hear accounts from Adnan, an Iraqi who
fled northern Iraq after being targeted as gay, Syrian
Subhi Nahas, who was also threatened and Jessica Stern,
the director of the International Gay and Lesbian Rights
Commission. Power noted that Islamic State attacks on
gays had been well-documented. The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights reported last month that IS fighters
dropped two men from a building in the city of Palmyra
and then stoned them to death.

In December, IS posted photographs showing jihadists
throwing a man off a rooftop and then stoning him to
death because he was gay. Two men were stoned to
death in Syria in November after declaring that they were
gay.  It remained unclear how many countries with anti-
gay laws would attend the meeting, but Power said she
expected a good turnout.

The United States is leading an international coalition
that has vowed to defeat the jihadist group, which
declared a caliphate in June 2014 after seizing the Iraqi city
of Mosul. Islamic State now controls large swathes of terri-
tory in Iraq and Syria, and has gained a foothold in Libya,
Yemen, Egypt and elsewhere in the Middle East. — AFP 


