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Kuwait ‘still facing a real 
threat,’ Al-Ghanim warns
Parliament praises Interior; weapons, explosives seized

KUWAIT: Deputy National Assembly Speaker Mubarak Al-
Khurainij lauded the Ministry of Interior’s efforts in arrest-
ing terror suspects who possessed a huge arsenal of
weapons, explosives and ammunitions. In a press state-
ment yesterday, Al-Khurainij urged authorities to prose-
cute these terror suspects as soon as possible - and to
find out who was behind this pre-planned operation that
aimed at jeopardizing the security of the country.

He called on all Kuwaitis to be united to face this immi-
nent danger that lives within the fabric of the society. On
Thursday, three members of a terror cell were arrested
and a huge arsenal of weapons, ammunition and explo-
sives were seized by security forces. Security forces found
56 RPG shells and an amount of ammunition on a farm in
Al-Abdeli, owned by one of the terror suspects identified
as H.A - a Kuwaiti born in 1968.

Three firearms and huge amount of ammunition were
also found at the house of a second suspect, A.H - born in
1981. Three bags of weapons, ammunition and various
explosive materials were seized from the house of the
third suspect - born in 1980.

According to the Ministry of Interior, the three sus-
pects confessed that they had joined a terrorist organiza-
tion and led the security forces to where the weapons
and the explosives were hidden. On the farm and in the
three houses, security forces seized 19 kg of ammunition,
144 kg of TNT, PE4 and other explosive materials, three
RPGs, 204 grenades and electric detonators. The suspects
have been referred to the concerned authorities for more
interrogation. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanim on Thursday extolled the successful operation
and lauded the security forces’ efforts to maintain the
security and stability of Kuwait. He, however, warned that
the discovery of the new cell with such a tremendous
weapons and ammunition arsenal shows that Kuwait still
facing a real threat from the terrorist groups. This the
third terror cell busted by the security agencies since the
deadly attack on Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque on June 26,
which left 26 people dead and 227 others wounded.

On July 30, The Ministry of Interior announced uncov-
ering a terrorist cell of five Kuwaitis, in the second major
success by security authorities in confronting terrorism.
The Ministry, in a statement, said the apprehended ter-
rorists confessed during interrogations to receiving edu-
cational courses about deviating doctrine of the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and undergoing mili-
tary training before they had gotten involved in fighting
in Syria and Iraq. The Ministry vowed that it would spare
no effort in clamping down, firmly, on any person who
may try to undermine the homeland’s security. Pre-emp-
tive precautions will be in force against any terrorist acts
and terrorists will be brought to justice. The detainees
were referred to the general prosecution, under the state
felony case, number 47/2015. —  Agencies 

HAVANA: Secretary of State John Kerry
yesterday called for “genuine democracy”
in Cuba as the American flag was raised
over a US embassy in Havana for the first
time in 54 years. Putting a symbolic cap-
stone on the United States’ historic rap-
prochement with Cuba, Kerry gave the
cue to hoist the Stars and Stripes over the
glass-and-concrete building on the
Havana waterfront. Three retired Marines
who lowered the flag that day, as
Washington severed ties with Havana at
the height of the Cold War, were on hand
to give the new flag to the Marine guard
now charged with security at the
embassy.

The historically charged photo-op put
a coda on the historic rapprochement
announced on December 17 by US
President Barack Obama and Cuban
counterpart Raul Castro, which paved the
way for the two countries to reopen their
embassies on July 20. Kerry, the first sec-

retary of state to visit Cuba since 1945,
said the shift in US policy did not mean
Washington would stop pressing for
change on the communist island. “The
leaders in Havana and the Cuban people
should also know that the United States
will always remain a champion of demo-
cratic principles and reforms,” he said. 

“We remain convinced the people of
Cuba would be best served by a genuine
democracy where people are free to
choose their leaders with commitment,
economic and social justice.” The thawing
in the Cold War conflict has been criti-
cized by Obama’s conservative oppo-
nents. Kerry’s visit drew barbed com-
ments from leading Republicans, includ-
ing 2016 presidential contenders Marco
Rubio and Jeb Bush. Rubio, a Cuban-
American senator from Florida, slammed
the Obama administration for the
absence of Cuban dissidents from the
flag-raising ceremony.

“All the people in Cuba fighting for
democracy, when they protest, they are
rounded up, arrested and beaten. None
of them were invited to this event,” he
told Fox News. Cuban dissidents have
expressed concern that the thaw
between the two governments will leave
them out in the cold. But Kerry insisted
the breakdown in ties and the US trade
embargo on the island had failed to force
Cuba to reform-and that a new path must
be sought. “There will be hiccups along
the way but it’s a start,” he told reporters
travelling with him on the whirlwind one-
day trip. He planned to meet with dissi-
dents at a private reception later in the
day. Kerry was also due to take a stroll
through Old Havana and meet ordinary
Cubans in the historic colonial district. He
will not, however, meet with either Castro
or his elder brother Fidel, the icon who
led Cuba from its 1959 revolution until his
retirement in 2006. — AFP 

HAVANA: US Secretary of State John Kerry (center), stands with other dignitaries as members of the US Marines
raise the US flag over the newly reopened embassy in Havana, Cuba yesterday. — AFP 
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