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Kuwait ‘still facing a real 
threat,’ Al-Ghanim warns
Parliament praises Interior; weapons, explosives seized

KUWAIT: Deputy National Assembly Speaker Mubarak Al-
Khurainij lauded the Ministry of Interior’s efforts in arrest-
ing terror suspects who possessed a huge arsenal of
weapons, explosives and ammunitions. In a press state-
ment yesterday, Al-Khurainij urged authorities to prose-
cute these terror suspects as soon as possible - and to
find out who was behind this pre-planned operation that
aimed at jeopardizing the security of the country.

He called on all Kuwaitis to be united to face this immi-
nent danger that lives within the fabric of the society. On
Thursday, three members of a terror cell were arrested
and a huge arsenal of weapons, ammunition and explo-
sives were seized by security forces. Security forces found
56 RPG shells and an amount of ammunition on a farm in
Al-Abdeli, owned by one of the terror suspects identified
as H.A - a Kuwaiti born in 1968.

Three firearms and huge amount of ammunition were
also found at the house of a second suspect, A.H - born in
1981. Three bags of weapons, ammunition and various
explosive materials were seized from the house of the
third suspect - born in 1980.

According to the Ministry of Interior, the three sus-
pects confessed that they had joined a terrorist organiza-
tion and led the security forces to where the weapons
and the explosives were hidden. On the farm and in the
three houses, security forces seized 19 kg of ammunition,
144 kg of TNT, PE4 and other explosive materials, three
RPGs, 204 grenades and electric detonators. The suspects
have been referred to the concerned authorities for more
interrogation. 

Meanwhile, the National Assembly Speaker Marzouq
Al-Ghanim on Thursday extolled the successful operation
and lauded the security forces’ efforts to maintain the
security and stability of Kuwait. He, however, warned that
the discovery of the new cell with such a tremendous
weapons and ammunition arsenal shows that Kuwait still
facing a real threat from the terrorist groups. This the
third terror cell busted by the security agencies since the
deadly attack on Imam Al-Sadiq Mosque on June 26,
which left 26 people dead and 227 others wounded.

On July 30, The Ministry of Interior announced uncov-
ering a terrorist cell of five Kuwaitis, in the second major
success by security authorities in confronting terrorism.
The Ministry, in a statement, said the apprehended ter-
rorists confessed during interrogations to receiving edu-
cational courses about deviating doctrine of the Islamic
State in Iraq and the Levant (ISIL) and undergoing mili-
tary training before they had gotten involved in fighting
in Syria and Iraq. The Ministry vowed that it would spare
no effort in clamping down, firmly, on any person who
may try to undermine the homeland’s security. Pre-emp-
tive precautions will be in force against any terrorist acts
and terrorists will be brought to justice. The detainees
were referred to the general prosecution, under the state
felony case, number 47/2015. —  Agencies 

HAVANA: Secretary of State John Kerry
yesterday called for “genuine democracy”
in Cuba as the American flag was raised
over a US embassy in Havana for the first
time in 54 years. Putting a symbolic cap-
stone on the United States’ historic rap-
prochement with Cuba, Kerry gave the
cue to hoist the Stars and Stripes over the
glass-and-concrete building on the
Havana waterfront. Three retired Marines
who lowered the flag that day, as
Washington severed ties with Havana at
the height of the Cold War, were on hand
to give the new flag to the Marine guard
now charged with security at the
embassy.

The historically charged photo-op put
a coda on the historic rapprochement
announced on December 17 by US
President Barack Obama and Cuban
counterpart Raul Castro, which paved the
way for the two countries to reopen their
embassies on July 20. Kerry, the first sec-

retary of state to visit Cuba since 1945,
said the shift in US policy did not mean
Washington would stop pressing for
change on the communist island. “The
leaders in Havana and the Cuban people
should also know that the United States
will always remain a champion of demo-
cratic principles and reforms,” he said. 

“We remain convinced the people of
Cuba would be best served by a genuine
democracy where people are free to
choose their leaders with commitment,
economic and social justice.” The thawing
in the Cold War conflict has been criti-
cized by Obama’s conservative oppo-
nents. Kerry’s visit drew barbed com-
ments from leading Republicans, includ-
ing 2016 presidential contenders Marco
Rubio and Jeb Bush. Rubio, a Cuban-
American senator from Florida, slammed
the Obama administration for the
absence of Cuban dissidents from the
flag-raising ceremony.

“All the people in Cuba fighting for
democracy, when they protest, they are
rounded up, arrested and beaten. None
of them were invited to this event,” he
told Fox News. Cuban dissidents have
expressed concern that the thaw
between the two governments will leave
them out in the cold. But Kerry insisted
the breakdown in ties and the US trade
embargo on the island had failed to force
Cuba to reform-and that a new path must
be sought. “There will be hiccups along
the way but it’s a start,” he told reporters
travelling with him on the whirlwind one-
day trip. He planned to meet with dissi-
dents at a private reception later in the
day. Kerry was also due to take a stroll
through Old Havana and meet ordinary
Cubans in the historic colonial district. He
will not, however, meet with either Castro
or his elder brother Fidel, the icon who
led Cuba from its 1959 revolution until his
retirement in 2006. — AFP 

HAVANA: US Secretary of State John Kerry (center), stands with other dignitaries as members of the US Marines
raise the US flag over the newly reopened embassy in Havana, Cuba yesterday. — AFP 

American flag raised as US 
reopens embassy in Cuba 
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KUWAIT: Kuwait strongly condemned
the two blasts that killed 76 persons and
wounded 200 others in Sadr City, Iraq, a
Foreign Ministry source said. The source
added that Kuwait fully supports Iraq to
counter all forms of terrorism to secure its
stability. It also reiterated its backing to
all international and regional efforts to
fight this  horrif ic  phenomenon, it
stressed. The Islamic states (ISIL) has

claimed responsible for the two attacks. 
Meanwhile, Arab League Secretary

General Nabil Al-Araby has condemned
the terrorist explosion that  ripped
through a popular Baghdad food market
leaving behind scores of dead and wound-
ed people. 

In a statement issued today, he called
the explosion “a criminal act” aimed at
undermining the Iraqi government’s

efforts at fighting terrorism and terrorist
groups such as ISIL and others bent on
harming the Iraqi people. He stressed the
need to stand by the Iraqi government in
its endeavor to uproot terrorism, offering
the Arab League’s resources to achieve
that. He extended his condolences to the
Iraqi government and people, especially
families of the bereaved, while wishing the
wounded speedy recovery. — Agencies 

Kuwait’s Real
estate market
drops by 70% 

KUWAIT: The number of real estate market deals declined by
70 percent and their value by 29 percent for the first half of
this year, said Kuwaiti Finance House (KFH) in a report yester-
day. The local real estate market witnessed a relative calm as
Public Authority for Housing Welfare met the accumulated
requests and there was an oversupply in housing units, the
report added.

Loans rose by 15 percent year on year for the first half of
this year due to the continued drop in the rate interest, it not-
ed. Real estate loans offered by Kuwait Credit Bank for homes
and plots of land declined by 27 percent and 45 percent year
on year last June, it said, adding the number of real estate
loans hit some KD18 million in the same month. Loan portfo-
lios granted by the banking sector to real estate activities
reached KD18.4 billion by the end of last June, an increase of
6.6 percent year on year, the lowest annual growth since
2012, it showed.

The drop of oil prices, geopolitical developments in the
region and the Greek crisis affected the real estate sector for
the first six months of 2015, it made clear. This decreased the
liquidity of the real estate sector as many individuals and
investors search for better opportunities at regional and
international markets, it explained. Domestic real estate trad-
ing liquidity at Kuwait Stock Exchange (KSE) dropped by 14
percent to KD2.4 billion for the first half of this year compared
with KD3.4 for the same period of 2014, it said. As for the per-
formance of real estate market for the second quarter of this
year, the report showed that the value of private housing
declined by 15 percent, it pointed out.

Real estate trading rose by 20 percent for investment pur-
poses and 11 percent for commercial ones for the second
quarter of 2015, it said. Prices of commercial real estate went
up by 1.9 percent year on year as the average price per
square meter in the Capital governorate has recorded
KD5,984 and 3,582 in Hawally governorate for the second
quarter of this year, it added. The average price per square
meter in Farwaniya Governorate witnessed a relative decline,
reaching KD2,651; however it stood at 2,870 in Al-Jahraa and
3,078 in Al-Ahmadi for the second quarter of this year, the
report concluded. — KUNA

Arabs urged to preserve 
historical, cultural sites 

CONSTANTINE: Arab nations have been
urged to write up a strategy to preserve his-
torical and cultural sites. Assistant Secretary
General for Antiquities and Museums Affairs
at the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL) made this remark at a lec-
ture that was held at the “Constantine
Capital of Arab Culture 2015.” He added that
preserving historical and cultural sites is the
responsibility of everyone in the Arab World. 

He pointed out that Kuwait has made
endeavors to safeguard its historical sites in
many locations, adding that the Gulf country
is aiming at building a cultural compound
that consists of four museums, including a
marine one. At the same lecture, Kuwaiti
author Jamilah Said Ali called for encourag-
ing literary writing especially that of novel
writing. She added that many Kuwaiti
authors have excelled in this field, citing
Saud Alsanousi’s ‘The Bamboo Stalk’ that
won the Arab Booker Award in 2013. 

Kuwaiti cultural week 
Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti cultural week - an

exhibition part of “Constantine, Capital of
Arab Culture 2015” has come to an end, after
an array of artistic displays supervised by the
National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL). Among the artistic content on dis-
play during the week-long gala in the
ancient city of Constantine were photo-
graphic exhibitions, literary and musical fests
in addition to a commemorative film on the

United Nation’s (UN) honoring of his
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a “Humanitarian
Leader” and Kuwait a “Humanitarian Center.”
All of these works sought to create a broader
picture of Kuwaiti culture and creativity.

Head of the Kuwaiti delegation Dr Faisal
Bander Al-Duwaish in a statement to KUNA
said that, “Kuwait enjoys participating in
such carnivals that showcase Kuwaiti ingenu-
ity and skill. 

The week was eventful and certainly cap-
tivated the Algerian audience.” Al-Duwaish

also pointed to the significance of such festi-
vals that bolster intra-Arab cooperation and
promote Arab culture, noting that Kuwait is
set to host a similar festival under the name,
“Kuwait, Capital for Islamic Culture 2016”, at
the onset of the new year. Moreover, Chief of
the Algerian Culture and Media Department
Lakhdar Bin Turki in a statement to KUNA,
said that the Kuwaiti cultural week was the
highlight of the exhibition. Bin Turki also not-
ed that Kuwait’s participation in the event
paved the way for future cooperation
between Kuwait and Algeria. — Agencies

Kuwaiti author Jamilah Said Ali

Kuwait, Arab League strongly 
condemns Iraq terror blasts 

NAJAF: Iraqi men mourn outside a mosque in the holy city of Najaf during the funeral of Shiite victims of this morning’s
truck bombing in Baghdad’s northern suburb of Sadr City. The attack claimed by the Islamic State group killed more than
76 people in the Shiite-majority area of the capital, in one of the deadliest single attacks in the city in months. — AFP 

VIVA announces first 
daily draw winners of 

its prepaid campaign
KUWAIT: VIVA, Kuwaits fastest-growing and most devel-
oped telecom operator, announced the first lucky winners
of its daily draws campaign that gives prepaid customers a
chance to win $1,500 daily cash prize for every 1 KD they
spend on recharge, as well as $5,000 monthly. The cam-
paign began on 28 July 2015 and valid for six consecutive
months.  VIVAs prepaid daily draws is taking place once a
week with 7 winners, one winner for every day of the week
to get the $1,500 cash prize, and the winners for the first
week from 28 July to 4 August 2015 are:  Ahmed
Muhammed Al Hareeri, Saqer Saad Saqer, Sivannarayana
Bokka, Mohamed Bilal, Ibrahim Ali Boshehri, Manomani
Sellathurai and Saud Edwan Khalaf.  Both new and existing
prepaid customers are eligible to enter daily and monthly
draws throughout the promotion period, upon recharging
their lines with KD1 credit. Lucky winners of the daily
draws will get $1,500 cash prize while winners of the
monthly draws will get $5,000 cash prize. 

VIVA reiterates its commitment to providing unique pro-
motions designed to create an exceptional customer experi-
ence and reward its prepaid customers for their continued
trust in VIVA.  

VIVA will continue to seek new and innovative ways to
facilitate the lives of its customers and share with them the
latest in communication technology. To find out more
about VIVAs new prepaid packages, or any of its other
competitive promotions, products and packages, visit one
of the 69 VIVA branches, or the VIVA website at
www.viva.com.kw, or call VIVAs 24 hour call center on 102.  
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Crime
R e p o r t

Three Kuwaiti children 
perish in Saudi

KUWAIT: A traffic accident in which a Kuwaiti family was involved on
Hofr Al-Batin Road, Saudi Arabia resulted in the death of three chil-
dren and injury of four adults. A security source said the injured
Kuwaitis will be taken to Kuwait as soon as their condition allows it. In
another development, a citizen lost his life when his car hit a palm
tree. His body was recovered by the coroner.

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and
Interior Minister Sheikh Mohammad
Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah praised
efforts made by the drug control
department to frustrate any attempts of
smuggling narcotics into the country. 

Sheikh Mohammad made this
remark after a meeting with a number
of officials from the drug department.
He added that the drug control
department always outsmarts smug-
glers who try to sneak these addictive

substances onto the country through
express mail packages or inside base-
ball bats. On August 3, the minister
himself was able to abort a trafficking
operation of 140 kilograms of hashish
into the country at sea. — KUNA

Drug department will outsmarts 
any ‘clever’ means of smuggling 

Decomposed body
Detectives and the medical examiner are working on the case of a
decomposed body that was found in Abdaly. Authorities are try-
ing to identify the body and whether his death was a criminal act.

Indecent call
A citizen called Hadiya police and told them a man called
her and spoke indecently to her. She gave police his phone
number. — Al-Rai, Al-Anbaa

Egyptian lady robbed
An Egyptian lady told police that while she was walking in Farwaniya,
a car stopped near her and then a man got out, beat her and
snatched her purse, while some pedestrians were looking. According
to the victim, the purse contained KD 140 cash and her passport. In
another incident, an Indian who works in a mobile store told police
that a man came to his store and took merchandise worth KD 227
and phone recharge cards worth KD 120 then escaped.

Drug suspect nabbed
A Jahra police patrol stopped a driver in Saad Al-Abdallah and found
him to be in an abnormal state. An inspection of the car revealed
shabu, hashish and drug paraphernalia, so he was arrested and sent
to Drugs Control General Department. The victim didn’t have a dri-
ver’s license and his car registration was expired. 

Deadly accident
An Egyptian was killed when a wooden board fell on him from a 16-
meter height. A security source said that workers at Shidadiya
University in Abdallah Al-Mubarak called about the accident, but
when paramedics arrived, the man was already dead and gave the
body to the coroner.

KUWAIT: The Farwaniya detectives arrested yesterday a Syrian man
at a check point after he refused to show his ID.  After inspection, a
number of fake IDs were found with him. Security men also found
pictures of him posing as police captain. The accused was referred
to concerned authorities for further investigation. 
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Abdulrahman Al-Sumait
‘embodied true Islam’

Kuwait’s Jet-ski champions, Abdullah Al-Fadhel and Rashed Al-Dawwas

Kuwait’s Al-Fadhel, Al-Dawwas
participate in US tournament

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK)
launched the fifth session of Summer
Internship Program 2015. The program is cus-
tom-made for high school and college stu-
dents aged between 15 and 20 years. The
Summer Internship Program this year is
made up of five different sessions, five-hour

daily over two weeks each. The Program fea-
tures a mixture of theoretical and practical
training dedicated to provide the interns
with valuable knowledge on a variety of sub-
jects such as: teamwork, creative thinking,
the means of self-expression and modern
banking, in addition to helping them having

a greater exposure to daily banking work pro-
cedures.

This annual program demonstrates NBK’s
long-standing social involvement as well as
its national commitment towards providing
young generations with the appropriate
opportunities to experience how the actual

professional banking issues and transactions
are handled and processed. It has been 14
years since the establishment of this pro-
gram. NBK views the Summer Internship
Program as an extension to its educative ini-
tiatives and as part of its corporate social
responsibility. 

NBK launches fifth session of Summer Internship Program 

KUWAIT: Dr Al-Sumait had been engaged in
diverse philanthropic and humanitarian works
during his service in the Africa Muslims
Committee in the early 80s. He started with
some small projects, such as building mosques
in Malawi, but later he realized that greater
efforts were needed due to enormous chal-
lenges and difficulties facing the Muslim com-
munities, with respect of their beliefs and living.
The more he ventured deeper into the heart of
Africa, the more he became aware of the enor-
mous problems afflicting the communities par-
ticularly the Muslims there. 

It dawned on him that strengthening the
Muslims’ bonds with their religion and beliefs
could not be attained without improving their
living standards and salvaging them from utter
poverty. Practically, he adopted sustainable
humanitarian projects, securing water, medi-
cine and education for the impoverished,
instead of granting spot aid. He would rather
help in establishing grocery stores, provide
sewing machines and building fish farms to
help the cash-stripped secure long-term pro-
ceeds.

Due to his humble and peaceful personali-
ty and sincere efforts, many Africans convert-
ed to Islam. Al-Sumait’s Direct Aid Society
built schools and faculties securing education
for half a million people, in addition to estab-
lishing a large number of radio stations, pub-
lishing houses as well as digging wells. He
believed that Islam reached Africa before
reaching Al-Madina citing as a proof existence
of a mosque in Bati, Kenya, dating back to
1,320 years back, another one in Zanzibar, dis-
covered by a British expedition in 1370, in
addition scores of mosques dotting the conti-

nent, particularly the eastern coast, dating
back to more than 1,000 years ago.

Dr Al-Sumait graduated from Baghdad
Medicine Faculty in 1972, had a diplomat in
diseases  in  hot  regions f rom Liverpool
University in 1974 and specialized in internal
medicine in Montreal. He composed several
books, several about his treks into the African
regions. He had earned many awards for his
limitless efforts. In appreciation for his efforts,
His  Highness  the Amir  Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber  Al-Sabah announced in
November 2013 allocating an annual award of
one million dollars after Al-Sumait’s name for
development research in Africa. In last times
of his life, Al-Sumait suffered from multiple
diseases and illnesses. He passed away on
August 15, 2013, at the age of 66. —KUNA

Dr Abdulrahman Al-Sumait

KUWAIT: The jet-ski champions, Abdullah
Al-Fadhel and Rashed Al-Dawwas, are
scheduled to take part today in the 6th and
final round of the US tournament 2015,
hosted by Charleston in West Virginia.  Al-
Dawwas told KUNA by telephone that he,
along with his fellow citizen will take part in

two amateurs’ rounds - the modified and
stock. He added that Al-Fadhel is leading in
the general results with three points, all at
the professionals’ level-the modified and
stock. The two Kuwaiti champions won four
cups in the fifth round, held in Georgia last
week. —KUNA
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Kashmir villagers flee amid 
Pakistan-India border fight 

Life in Sadr City: ’We are 
living in a state of fear’

TIANJIN: Burnt out Volkswagen cars are pictured on the second morning after a series of explosions at a chemical warehouse. — AFP 

TIANJIN: Chinese authorities struggled yesterday
to extinguish fires and identify dangerous chemi-
cals at a devastated industrial site, two days after
giant explosions killed dozens and left residents in
fear of being cloaked in a toxic cloud. Officials in
the northern port city of Tianjin, where the blasts
killed at least 56 people and injured more than
700, told a news conference they did not yet know
what materials were at the hazardous goods stor-
age facility that exploded, or the cause of the blast.
But Chinese media and environment group
Greenpeace warned a host of potentially extreme-
ly dangerous chemicals may have been stored
there.

At least 700 tons of sodium cyanide was at the
site, along with other dangerous substances, and
the poisonous chemical had been detected in
nearby drains, the Beijing News initially reported.
But the report was no longer available on the
newspaper’s website yesterday, giving rise to sus-
picions that the Chinese government was clamp-
ing down on sensitive information relating to the
tragedy.

The official Xinhua news agency said a team of
217 nuclear and biochemical materials specialists
from the Chinese military had travelled to Tianjin
to inspect the site. Xinhua cited local authorities for
the latest rise in the death toll to 56, which it said
included 21 firemen.  The agency added that 721
people had been hospitalized, 25 of whom were in

critical condition. Dozens of people were still miss-
ing but there was a rare moment to cheer yester-
day morning when rescue workers pulled a 19-
year-old firefighter from the rubble. 

Fear of the unknown 
However up to 1,000 firefighters were still

struggling to extinguish blazes at the site, with
smoke billowing from three areas, adding to
uncertainty over whether more chemicals may be
leaking. Some police wore no protective clothing,
while others had full-face gas masks, although an
environmental expert told an official press confer-
ence that toxic gas indicators were within normal
ranges and the air “should be safe for residents to
breathe”. At a nearby office building, security
guard Liu Zongguang, 50, wore a cheap surgical
mask. 

“I’m wearing this mask because I saw some
police wearing them, but I also saw some without
masks, I don’t really know what to do,” Liu said.
“I’m really scared, but I don’t even know what to be
scared of, the government hasn’t said anything,
nothing about what we should do to keep our
families safe from the chemicals.”

Greenpeace warned on Thursday that rain
could transfer airborne chemicals into water sys-
tems. The campaign group said it was “critical” that
authorities monitored the situation closely and
identified what substances were being released

into the air. Tianjin work safety official Gao
Huaiyou told reporters that authorities did not
know which of the many dangerous substances
the company was authorized to store were on the
site at the time.

As a trans-shipment facility, items were normal-
ly only kept for brief periods and “the types and
amount of the dangerous materials are not fixed”,
he said. The company’s own records were dam-
aged in the blast, he added, and information from
its executives was unreliable as it did not match its
customs filings.

China’s State Council Work Safety Commission
said yesterday in an emergency notice that it
would launch nationwide inspections of business-
es involved in dangerous chemicals and explo-
sives, saying “extremely profound” lessons, includ-
ing a lack of safety awareness, were learned from
the Tianjin disaster, Xinhua reported. The deputy
director of the Binhai New Area government,
where the blast happened said that 17,000 fami-
lies, 1,700 industrial enterprises and 675 business-
es had been affected, but did not provide details.

Fury at authorities 
Online commentators expressed fury at author-

ities, who are regularly accused after disasters of
cover-ups. “Please be honest and say what you
know. Don’t hide the truth!” one poster urged on
social media. Another said: “Every time when disas-

ter happens, state media always spread heroic
acts. In the end, people are touched by these sto-
ries. Then nobody asks the cause of the accident to
explore the truth.” The People’s Daily, the official
mouthpiece of China’s ruling Communist Party,
said that the facility’s construction “clearly violat-
ed” safety rules.

Under Chinese regulations, warehouses stock-
ing dangerous materials must be at least one kilo-
metre (0.6 miles) away from surrounding public
buildings and main roads, it said, but there were
two residential compounds and several main
roads within that distance. Two hospitals, a con-
vention centre, several residential compounds and
a football pitch were also nearby, it said.

“The warehouse should not have passed the
environment assessment under normal circum-
stances,” the paper quoted an unnamed environ-
mental expert as saying. Residents fearing pollu-
tion from proposed or already-built industrial
plants in China regularly protest about local
authorities being prepared to prioritize profits over
safety. 

In Tianjin, taxi driver Li Shiwen, 53, expressed
familiar sentiments. “There shouldn’t be reckless
development of these type of dangerous chemicals
so close to where people live,” Li said. “There’s
always short-term thinking in China, looking for a
quick solution,” he added. “No one thinks about the
fact we have to live here for generations.” — AFP

China battles fires, contamination at blast site
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Iraqi Kurdish forces
hit with suspected

chemical attack
BERLIN: Kurdish forces fighting Islamic State (IS) jihadists in
northern Iraq appear to have been attacked with chemical
weapons, the German defense ministry said Thursday. The
allegations, deemed “plausible” by a US official, follow claims
in March by the autonomous Kurdish government in north-
ern Iraq which said it had evidence that the jihadist group
used chlorine in a car bomb attack on January 23.

“We have indications that there was an attack with chemi-
cal weapons” against Kurdish peshmerga fighters that left
many suffering from “respiratory irritation”, a German defense
ministry spokesman told AFP. A senior peshmerga official said
the attack took place Tuesday, injuring several dozen fighters.
The Wall Street Journal cited US officials as saying they
believe the attack used mustard gas, which may have come
from stockpiles of banned poisons that Syrian President
Bashar al-Assad was forced to get rid of in 2013. But the pesh-
merga official, speaking on condition of anonymity, suggest-
ed the attack used chlorine and did not mention mustard gas.

“Last Tuesday afternoon, peshmerga forces in the
Makhmur area 50 kilometers west of the city of Arbil were
attacked with Katyusha rockets filled with chlorine,” the
official said. The German defense ministry, which is provid-
ing arms and weapons training to the Kurdish forces, said
that “American and Iraqi specialists from Baghdad are on
their way to find out what happened”. A ministry
spokesman later stressed that German forces were not
present during the attack.

‘Plausible’ 
Germany has been supporting peshmerga fighters since

September in their push against IS jihadists, and currently has
about 90 personnel on the ground. “German soldiers were
not affected or in danger” during the reported attack, the
spokesman said. “The protection of our soldiers in northern
Iraq is already at the highest level.”

A US official, speaking on condition of anonymity, said
claims IS had used chemical weapons on the Kurds were
“plausible”. The Pentagon, meanwhile, said it was “seeking
additional information” about the alleged attack. “We contin-
ue to take these and all allegations of chemical weapons use
very seriously,” said Pentagon spokesman Navy Captain Jeff
Davis. IS has previously been accused of using chlorine
against Kurdish forces in Iraq.

Along with the January attack, the Conflict Armament
Research group and Sahan Research group said last month
that IS had also targeted peshmerga with a projectile filled
with an unknown chemical agent on June 21 or 22. The
chemical used had characteristics and clinical effects “consis-
tent with a chlorine chemical agent”, the groups said.

The organizations said they had also documented two
such attacks against Kurdish fighters from the People’s
Protection Units in Syria’s northeastern Hasakeh province
on June 28. It said that upon impact, the projectiles had
released a yellow gas “with a strong smell of rotten onions”.
There were no deaths but troops exposed to it had experi-
enced burning of the throat, eyes and nose, severe
headaches, muscle pain, impaired concentration and
mobility, and vomiting. “Although these chemical attacks
appear to be test cases, we expect IS construction skills to
advance rapidly as they have for other IEDs (improvised
explosive devices),” Emmanuel Deisser, managing director
at Sahan Research, said at the time. — AFP 

ISTANBUL: With a ceasefire between Turkey
and Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) militants
in tatters, the man who could hold the key to
restarting the peace process is sidelined and
increasingly isolated on a heavily fortified
prison island.

Abdullah Ocalan, the iconic leader of the
PKK, has only the most limited access to the
outside world from his top security jail on the
island of Imrali on the Sea of Marmara follow-
ing his sensational arrest by Turkish agents in
Kenya in 1999.  Crucially, the Turkish govern-
ment has not given permission for a delega-
tion of pro-Kurdish lawmakers to visit him
since April, cutting off Ocalan’s main means
of communication with the outside. Ocalan,
66, known as “Apo” or uncle to Kurds, was
once the nemesis of the Turkish state but in
March 2013 announced a PKK ceasefire after
months of clandestine talks with Turkey’s
secret services.

The ceasefire disintegrated in July with
Ankara launching a two-pronged “anti-terror”
offensive against Islamic State (IS) jihadists in
Syria and PKK militants in northern Iraq and the
southeast of Turkey. But so far, the air strikes

have overwhelmingly concentrated on the
Kurdish rebels, who have responded by wag-
ing a bloody campaign against the security
forces. Idris Baluken, a lawmaker from pro-
Kurdish People’s Democracy Party (HDP), told
AFP that reviving the peace talks hinges on
bolstering Ocalan’s ability to negotiate and
communicate with all parties concerned.  “It’s
not possible to talk about a fair negotiation
process with the state with all its propaganda
tools on one side and Ocalan in total isolation
on the other side,” said Baluken, who has been
part of the HDP delegation that visited Ocalan.

‘We need to see him’ 
Meetings with Ocalan, which last three

hours, take place inside the compound under
the watchful eye of three Turkish officials,
Baluken revealed.  Baluken, himself a doctor,
said Ocalan has a chronic allergy disorder that
needs to be treated by a specialized doctor as
opposed to the general practitioner currently
on duty on the island. 

“The government says he is OK but how
can we know they’re not lying? We need to see
him,” he said.  Ocalan, who has published 15

books since being incarcerated, spends his
days reading academic works and books in his
two-room, 12-square-metre cell.  He has a radio
tuned in to Turkey’s state-run TRT station and a
television set with 12 mainstream channels. 

For five hours a week, he is allowed to
mingle and play sports with the compounds
five other inmates. The European Court of
Human Rights last year condemned Turkey
over its “inhuman” treatment of Ocalan.
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan responded
by saying that “what needs to be done has
been done” to improve the living conditions
of Ocalan and said: “We would not provide
(Ocalan) with a villa.” 

‘Power over PKK weakened’ 
International Crisis Group Senior Turkey

Analyst Nigar Goksel said the lack of communi-
cation has weakened Ocalan’s influence, with
the PKK’s military operations run from the dis-
tant Qandil Mountains in northern Iraq. “The
government has not allowed HDP delegations
to visit Ocalan in prison since April. This has
weakened Ocalan’s power over the organiza-
tion,” she said in a briefing note.— AFP 

On prison island, Kurd leader 
sidelined as peace unravels

The key to peace isolated in jail 

STRASBOURG, France: This picture taken on February 14, 2015 shows members of the Kurdish community
waving flags and banners of convicted Kurdistan Worker’s Party (PKK) leader Abdullah Ocalan during a
demonstration calling for Ocalan’s release. — AFP 

MOSCOW: Russia isn’t committed to keep-
ing Syrian President Bashar Assad in power,
the leader of the main Syrian opposition
group said yesterday after talks in Moscow.
Speaking a day after meeting with Russian
Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov, Syrian
National Coalition president Khaled Khoja
said that “the Russian leadership isn’t cling-
ing to Bashar Assad” and is focusing on the
need to preserve Syria’s territorial integrity.

It wasn’t immediately clear whether
Khoja’s statement signaled a shift in Russia’s

stance, or merely reflected Moscow’s
attempt to rally Syrian opposition support
for its new push to help mediate the conflict.
Lavrov’s meeting with his Saudi counterpart
earlier this week highlighted continuing
sharp differences about the Syrian ruler’s
fate. While Russia called for including Syrian
government troops in a coalition fighting
Islamic State extremists, Saudi Foreign
Minister Adel Al-Jubeir rejected any role for
Assad. Moscow has been a key backer of
Assad throughout the conflict that has

dragged on for more than four years, leaving
at least 250,000 dead and turning more than
4 million into refugees. Khoja reaffirmed yes-
terday that Assad and his top lieutenants
couldn’t be part of a transitional govern-
ment. He said he and the Russians didn’t dis-
cuss any candidates for the future interim
authority, adding that his group and
Moscow will continue consultations.

Khoja said Russia’s main focus was the
need to preserve Syria’s territorial integrity
and avoid the collapse of the country’s state

structures, adding that he offered assur-
ances that the National Coalition stands for
preserving state institutions. Lavrov also
met separately yesterday with exiled Syrian
opposition figure Haitham Manna.
President Vladimir Putin launched Russia’s
new mediation effort at June’s meeting
with Saudi  Deputy Crown Prince
Mohammed bin Salman. Earlier this month,
Lavrov conferred about Syria with US
Secretary of State John Kerry and the Saudi
foreign minister in Qatar. — AP 

‘Russia not clinging to Assad’says Syrian opposition leader
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BAGHDAD: In this torrid Baghdad sum-
mer, Karim Kadim, his wife and five chil-
dren have been sleeping in their living
room, where the air conditioning works
best and often muffles noise from the
street. But nothing could drown out
the thunderclap that roused the family
about 5:45 am Thursday.

Even Kadim’s son Hussein,  who
takes out his hearing aid when he goes
to bed, was awakened by the explo-
sion. Kadim, a Pulitzer Prize-winning
photographer for The Associated Press,
raced to the roof to see what had hap-
pened. AP video cameraman Ali Abdul-
Hassan Jabbar, who lives nearby, called
to say that the explosion was at the
Jameela Market - his own three chil-
dren had been thrown from their beds
by the blast. So Kadim threw on some
clothes and raced for the door with his
camera, as he has done so many times
before.

“Baba, please don’t go! Baba, please
don’t go!” cried his 3-year-old son,
Abbas. “Even the little ones understand
the dangers,” Kadim said. Kadim and
Jabbar both live not far from the mar-
ket in Sadr City, where - for more than a
decade - the comforts of home have
been intertwined with horrors. Jameela
Market is what might be described as a
farmers’ market. Every day, vendors in
narrow wooden stalls compete for cus-
tomers, bargaining over the prices of
fresh fruits and vegetables, live chick-
ens and more. On Thursdays, it is par-

ticularly crowded with people coming
in from nearby provinces to stock up
on items they can’t get back home.

‘Panicked and crazy’ 
A truck bomb went off there shortly

after dawn - killing at least 67 people,
levelling most of the market and send-
ing shock waves throughout the city.
Jabbar, 32, got to the market first, even
before the ambulances arrived. “I got
there so soon that people were still so
panicked and crazy,” he recalled. “This
guy’s brother was dead; that person’s
father ... So everyone was very pan-
icked and aggravated. So they came
and started to push me around and yell
at me, grabbing from the collar of my
shirt, pushing me left and right, trying
to get me to leave.”

“There were stores burning. The
people were completely mad. Everyone
thinks ‘our livelihood is gone, our civili-
ty is gone.’ So they act crazy,” he said.
Known as Saddam City before the 2003
US-led invasion, Sadr City is home to
some 3 million people, the vast majori-
ty of them Shiite Muslims and most of
them middle class. “It has academics,
athletes, soldiers, businessmen, work-
ers,” Kadim said. The district saw some
of the most brutal warfare in the earli-
est days of the war. In 2004, coalition
troops engaged in bloody battles there.
Since then, buildings in the district suf-
fer from significant structural problems,
and many remain pockmarked with

bullet holes to this day.
In 2006, more than 200 people were

killed in an attack in Sadr City after a
series of car bombs and mortar attacks
ripped through a Shiite slum, prompt-
ing the government to implement a 24-
hour curfew. Jabbar suffered an eye
injury covering that explosion: “I had to
go for surgery and I have been wearing
eyeglasses ever since. So of course, I
feel fear whenever I’m there because
anything can happen.”

To Kadim, the “dark days” were all
too commonplace during that time. “It
wasn’t just explosions,” he said. “There
were rockets. There were kidnappings.”
Said Jabbar: “In the days of the civil
war, we’d have an average of three to
four explosions in Sadr City per day.”
Though the hazards are far less than
they were then, dangers remain. “I
went to film a bombing just two days
ago,” Jabbar said. “Yes, it happens a lot.
This one was very bad, but it happens a
lot. But if you ask me if we get used to
it, I’ll tell you no. Who can get used to
this? “

He often thinks of sending his family
away, outside the country. “The situa-
tion here is  exhausting,”  he said.
“There’s no stability. ... Whenever we
feel we are taking steps forward, some-
thing like this happens and it feels like
the whole world is  turning upside
down again.” “We are living in a state of
fear,” Kadim said. “We are never com-
fortable.” — AP 

Top Iraq Shiite cleric 
welcomes reforms

BAGHDAD: Iraq’s top Shiite cleric Grand Ayatollah Ali Al-Sistani
yesterday welcomed proposed reforms aimed at curbing cor-
ruption and streamlining the government, but said more were
needed, especially for the judiciary. Prime Minister Haider Al-
Abadi on Sunday announced a reform program in response to
weeks of protests and a call from Sistani, and parliament
approved the plan along with additional measures two days lat-
er.

“We appreciate that and hope that these decisions are
implemented in the near future,” Sistani said in remarks deliv-
ered by his representative Abdul Mahdi Al-Karbalai. “We would
like to point out that one of the most important requirements
of the reform process... is reforming the judiciary, as it is an
important pillar in completing the package of reforms, and
there cannot be true reform without it,” he said.

Parliament’s plan called for judicial reforms including ensur-
ing the independence of the judiciary, while Abadi’s pro-
gramme did not mention that issue. Both were billed as initial
reform packages, implying that more are to follow. Amid a
major heatwave that has seen temperatures top 50 degrees
Celsius (120 degrees Fahrenheit), protesters have railed against
the poor quality of services, especially power outages that leave
just a few hours of government-supplied electricity per day.

Thousands of people have turned out in Baghdad and cities
in the Shiite south to vent their anger and pressure the authori-
ties to make changes. Their demands were given a boost last
week when Sistani, who is revered by millions, called for Abadi
to take “drastic measures” against corruption, saying the “minor
steps” he had announced were not enough.

Various parties and politicians have sought to align them-
selves with the protesters in order to benefit from the move-
ment and mitigate the risk to themselves. Even with popular
support for change, the entrenched nature of corruption and
the fact that parties across the political spectrum benefit from
it will make any efforts extremely difficult. Abadi warned
Wednesday that the reform process “will not be easy; it will
be painful,” and that corrupt individuals would seek to
impede change. — AFP Life in Sadr City: ‘We are 

living in a state of fear’
‘Even the little ones understand the dangers’

BAGHDAD: Civilians gather at the scene of bomb attack in Jameela market in the Iraqi capital’s crowded Sadr City neigh-
borhood. — AP

UN to meet on 
IS gay attacks

UNITED NATIONS: The UN Security Council will hold a
meeting this month to hear about Islamic State attacks on
sexual minorities, the first-ever council meeting focused
on gay rights, the US ambassador said Thursday. The
informal meeting on August 24 will shine a spotlight on
“ISIL and its systematic targeting of LGBT persons who
find themselves in ISIL-controlled territory,” said
Samantha Power.

The United States and Chile will host the meeting that
will be open to all member-states interested in the plight
of lesbian, gay, bisexual and transgender people perse-
cuted by the jihadists. “This will be a historic meeting. It
will be the first Security Council meeting on LGBT rights,”
Power told reporters.

UN envoys will hear accounts from Adnan, an Iraqi who
fled northern Iraq after being targeted as gay, Syrian
Subhi Nahas, who was also threatened and Jessica Stern,
the director of the International Gay and Lesbian Rights
Commission. Power noted that Islamic State attacks on
gays had been well-documented. The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights reported last month that IS fighters
dropped two men from a building in the city of Palmyra
and then stoned them to death.

In December, IS posted photographs showing jihadists
throwing a man off a rooftop and then stoning him to
death because he was gay. Two men were stoned to
death in Syria in November after declaring that they were
gay.  It remained unclear how many countries with anti-
gay laws would attend the meeting, but Power said she
expected a good turnout.

The United States is leading an international coalition
that has vowed to defeat the jihadist group, which
declared a caliphate in June 2014 after seizing the Iraqi city
of Mosul. Islamic State now controls large swathes of terri-
tory in Iraq and Syria, and has gained a foothold in Libya,
Yemen, Egypt and elsewhere in the Middle East. — AFP 



NEW DELHI: For years along the Cornish coast
of Britain, Atlantic Ocean currents have carried
thousands of Lego pieces onto the beaches. In
Kenya, cheap flip-flop sandals are churned
relentlessly in the Indian Ocean surf, until final-
ly being spit out onto the sand. In Bangladesh,
fishermen are haunted by floating corpses
that the Bay of Bengal sometimes puts in their
path. And now, perhaps, the oceans have
revealed something else: Parts of Malaysia
Airlines Flight 370, the jetliner that vanished
17 months ago with 239 people on board.

Experts believe it crashed into the vast
emptiness of the Indian Ocean, somewhere
between Africa and Australia. While some
wreckage presumably sank, some is also
thought to have joined the millions of tons of
oceanic debris - from Legos accidentally
spilled from cargo ships to abandoned fishing
nets to industrial trash - that can spend years
being carried by the Earth’s currents, some-
times turning up thousands of miles away
from where they entered the water.

‘Not a bathtub’ 
So there was little surprise among

oceanographers when part of a jet’s wing, sus-
pected wreckage from the vanished Boeing
777, was found two weeks ago along the
shores of Reunion, a French island off the
African coast. “The ocean is not a bathtub. It’s
in constant motion,” said Erik van Sebille, an
oceanographer with the Grantham Institute at
Imperial College London who has spent years
studying how currents carry debris. “At the
surface it’s this giant, churning machine that
moves things from A to B,” he said. “And it’s
connecting all the areas of the globe.”

Often, that giant churning machine also
moves in fairly predictable ways, with currents
and winds moving in predictable directions
and speeds. Malaysian investigators were also
dispatched this week to the Maldives, a South
Asian archipelago nation, to examine debris
that had recently washed ashore there. But
yesterday the country expressed pessimism
that it was related to the plane.

Transport Minister Liow Tiong Lai said
most of the Maldives items examined “are not
related to MH370 and they are not plane
material.” He did not say whether every piece
of debris had been ruled out. Charitha

Pattiaratchi, an oceanographer at the
University of Western Australia, used comput-
er modeling last year to predict that debris
from Flight 370 might end up somewhere
near Reunion, or nearby Madagascar, about
now. But he said that if the wing part found on
Reunion turns out to be from Flight 370 -
French investigators are still examining it,
though Malaysian officials have said it defini-
tively came from the disappeared jet - then he
doubts the debris found in the Maldives is also
from the jetliner.

Because the Maldives lie north of the equa-
tor and Reunion Island is to the south, finding
wreckage in both spots is highly unlikely, he
said. Ocean currents and winds make it
extremely difficult for flotsam to cross the
equator. Plus, Pattiaratchi adds, it would be
exceedingly difficult for any Flight 370 debris
to have ended up in the Maldives at all by
now. To reach there, the wreckage would have
had to float west from the current search area
off Australia and toward Africa, then turn north
and travel along the African coast past Somalia
and into the Arabian Sea, before turning south
and east toward the Maldives. — AP 
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KANJIZA: It was a journey across deserts,
seas and continents and now, a few dozen
meters (yards) away, the goal was in sight:
the European Union. Adnan and his fellow
Syrian migrants weren’t about to let a razor
fence - under frantic construction by
Hungary - get in their way.

At dusk, the column of exhausted men,
women and children crept inside a corn
field in northern Serbia on the border with
Hungary. They were hoping to take their
final few steps to what they believe to be
freedom in the EU. There was a palpable
sense of urgency to elude border police

and make a successful frontier crossing,
before the Hungarians finished the 175-
kilometer fence by the end of the month.

Serbia’s border with EU-member
Hungary has become a major crossing
point for tens of thousands of migrants
from the Middle East, Asia and Africa who
are using the so-called Balkan route to
enter the EU, while fleeing poverty or war
in their home countries. Hungary, belea-
guered by the influx and facing a right-
wing backlash, has been rushing to build
the fence both as a physical barrier and a
symbol of toughness for its increasingly

anti-foreigner population.
Some 1,000 migrants per day tried to

cross into Hungary from Serbia before
Hungary announced plans for the razor-
wire fence a few months ago. That number
has shot up to 1,500. Adnan walked at the
head of the column, a broad-shouldered
man in a black t-shirt. He was glued to his
mobile phone, tracking the GPS coordi-
nates displaying pathways ahead. Those
behind him followed almost breathlessly,
trying not to catch the attention of the
Hungarian guards lurking with heat-seek-
ing devices and binoculars across a river.

‘Yalla, let’s go!’
“This is what we wanted and there is no

way back now,” whispered Adnan, who gave
only his first name fearing deportation if he
made it to the West. “We are not afraid. What
could be worse than the bloodshed we left
behind in Syria?” Adnan, in his mid-20s, and
his group of Syrian migrants reached the bor-
der with Hungary by walking through thorny
acacia trees, bushes and pumpkin fields in
scorching summer heat. The group of about
50 people included a 2-month-old baby and
a boy whose parents drowned when their
boat capsized in the Mediterranean. — AP 

Migrants surge to beat razor fence

Oceanic junk ranges from 
toys to suspected debris
8.8m tons of plastic dumped into oceans annually 

Royals criticize attempts to 
photograph Prince George

LONDON: The British royal family criticized paparazzi yesterday for what it
called their increasingly dangerous attempts to photograph the Queen’s
two year-old great-grandson Prince George. Photographers have fol-
lowed George and his nanny around London parks, have pursued cars
leaving royal homes, and police found one hidden in a blacked-out car
outside a children’s play area visited by the prince, a statement said.

“In recent months, there have been an increasing number of incidents
of paparazzi harassment of Prince George and the tactics being used are
increasingly dangerous,” added the statement from the Kensington
Palace residence of George’s parents Prince William and Kate Middleton.

William, second in line to the throne, and his wife have tangled with
the media before over the paparazzi’s tactics and have said that they want
their children to be able play in public without being photographed. “The
vast majority of publications around the world - and all British publications
- have refused to fuel the market for such photos,” the statement said.

But it added: “Despite this, paparazzi photographers are going to
increasingly extreme lengths to observe and monitor Prince George’s
movements and covertly capture images of him to sell to the handful of
international media still willing to pay for them. “A line has been crossed
and any further escalation in tactics would represent a very real security
risk.” The issue of harassment by the paparazzi is particularly sensitive for
William whose mother Princess Diana was killed with her lover Dodi Al-
Fayed in Paris in 1997 when her limousine crashed into the wall of a tun-
nel as they tried to flee a posse of chasing photographers. He has been
determined to protect his family from the press. George, third in line to
the throne, was born to a global media frenzy in July 2013 but has spent
most of his life since then out of the spotlight, with only a handful of pub-
lic appearances.  The royals also complained about harassment of Kate
Middleton before the couple married in 2011. A year after their wedding,
European magazines printed topless pictures of her taken while she was
on holiday in France. — Reuters 

MANILA: In this June 8, 2013 file photo, volunteers and environmentalists remove dirt and garbage that were
washed ashore at a bird sanctuary, known as “Freedom Island,” during a World Ocean Day event. — AP

SANDRINGHAM: A picture taken on July 5, 2015 shows
Prince George of Cambridge leaving his sister Charlotte’s
christening at St Mary Magdalene Church. -— AFP 
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KATHMANDU: Nearly four months after a massive
quake devastated Nepal, the government has set up
a new state body to lead reconstruction efforts, a
spokesman for the Prime Minister’s office said yes-
terday. The government says Nepal will need
around $6.7 billion to pay for rebuilding and wants
all reconstruction funds to be channeled through
the new body, raising concerns that bureaucracy
and poor planning will delay rebuilding.

Political wrangling delayed the formation of the
new National Reconstruction Authority (NRA) for
several weeks, even after international donors
pledged $4.4 billion to rebuild the Himalayan

nation. The government on Thursday appointed
Govind Raj Pokharel, vice chairperson of the nation-
al planning commission, to head the new body, said
Uttar Kumar Khatri, spokesman for the Prime
Minister’s office.

“In the past we have experienced delays while
working on mega projects due to lack of authority
and legal hurdles... keeping that in view, government
has given full authority to the NRA so it won’t face
problems on issues like land acquisition,” Khatri told
AFP. The new authority, which will be monitored by
Prime Minister Sushil Koirala, will have five years to
complete its task and will have to present a public

report on its progress every four months, Khatri said.
“Reconstruction is not only a national issue now

but it’s a matter of our image in the global arena. We
want to show the world that Nepal can be rebuilt
within five years,” Khatri said. The April 25 quake
killed more than 8,800 people and destroyed some
600,000 homes, leaving thousands in desperate
need of food, clean water and shelter. The govern-
ment has allocated nearly a billion dollars to the
rebuilding effort in its annual budget. This includes
cuts in customs duties on construction materials as
well as low-cost loans to quake survivors seeking to
repair or put up new homes. — AFP 

Quake-hit Nepal sets up reconstruction authority

DHAKA: Two suspected members of a Bangladeshi Muslim
militant group, including one who was out on bail on a charge
of attempted murder, were arrested in the killing of a secular
blogger in the fourth such deadly attack this year.

Saad-Al-Nahin and Masud Rana were arrested Thursday
evening by the detective branch, which has been handling the
case rather than regular police, said Dhaka Metropolitan Police
spokesman Muntasirul Islam. They are suspected members of
Ansarullah Bangla Team, a group blamed for some of the previ-
ous attacks on bloggers.

Local media reported that Nahin was arrested in 2013 on a
charge of attempted murder in an attack on blogger Asif
Mohiuddin, who was injured. Nahin was freed on bail but was
supposedly being watched by detectives. Last Friday, at least
four men posing as tenants entered an apartment building and
hacked to death the 28-year-old Niladri Chottopadhay Niloy.
The blogger’s wife, Asha Moni, filed a murder case against four
unnamed persons.

Friends of Niloy, who also goes by an online name of Niloy
Chowdhury, said he had received several threats that prompt-
ed him to remove all his photos from his blog. They said he had
a Facebook account in which he criticized radical Islamists at
home and abroad, as well as hard-line views of other religions.

The family and friends said Niloy had sought police protec-
tion after he was threatened, but police asked him to leave the
country for his safety. Hours after the killing, Ansar-Al-Islam,
which intelligence officials believe is affiliated with Al-Qaeda
on the Indian subcontinent, sent an email to media organiza-
tions claiming responsibility and calling the blogger an enemy
of Allah. The authenticity of the email could not be independ-
ently confirmed.

The United States has expressed its concern over the killing,
while the United Nations called for Bangladeshi authorities to
ensure accountability and prevent such violence. In February,
Bangladeshi-American Avijit Roy was hacked to death on the
Dhaka University campus while walking with his wife. Two oth-
ers were attacked and killed in March and April, one in Dhaka
and another in the northeastern city of Sylhet. Investigations
into the previous cases made no headway. Islam is
Bangladesh’s state religion, but the Muslim-majority country is
governed by secular laws based on British common law. Over
the last decade or so, extreme interpretations of Islam have
steadily gained ground. This story corrects the day the blogger
was killed. — AP 

2 suspects arrested for 
B’desh blogger murder

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan and India trad-
ed heavy gunfire yesterday, killing
one person and forcing villagers in
divided Kashmir to flee to safety even
as the Pakistani president renewed
his offer of talks with India to resolve
the issue of the disputed region. A
Pakistani woman was killed and her
two daughters and husband were
wounded when an Indian mortar
struck their home in the Nezapir sec-
tor of the divided region, the
Pakistani military said.

The two nuclear-armed archrivals
have a history of uneasy relations and
regularly exchange fire over the dis-
puted boundary, the latest coming as
Pakistan celebrated Independence
Day. Pakistan won independence
from Britain on Aug. 14, 1947 and
marks the date each year with rallies
and other celebrations.

In a televised speech yesterday,
Pakistani President Mamnoon
Hussain said his nation believes in
“peaceful co-existence” with India,
though it would not comprise if its
defense and security came under
threat. “We want to resolve all out-
standing issues, including Kashmir,
with India,” he told a gathering of stu-
dents, government and military offi-
cials in the capital, Islamabad.

Security was tight and troops
guarded the Convention Center
where Hussain, along with Prime
Minister Nawaz Sharif, hoisted the
national flag.

Since 1947, Pakistan and India
have fought two of their three wars
over Kashmir, which is claimed by
both countries. The region is divided
into sectors and there is a Line of
Control that separates Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir from Indian-held
Kashmir. There was no immediate
response from New Delhi on
Hussain’s offer or the report of
Pakistani casualties in the latest
exchange.

On Thursday, Islamabad accepted
an invitation from India for a bilateral
security meeting on August 23. It was
unclear if the Kashmir issue would be
brought up at that meeting. Earlier
yesterday, the Pakistani military said
“unprovoked shooting” came from

the Indian-held side of Kashmir, from
Nezapir and Rawalakot sectors and
that Pakistani forces were respond-
ing. Mohammad Ansar, a local police
official in Pakistan’s part of Kashmir
said rockets and mortars fired by
Indian were landing near villages in
the two sectors since the morning
hours and that terrified villagers were
fleeing to safer places.  However,
Indian army spokesman Lt Col.
Manish Mehta blamed Pakistan, say-
ing the Pakistanis have been firing
mortars, grenades and machine-guns
at Indian positions in the Poonch sec-
tor “intermittently for the last five
days.” “We’ve given them a befitting
reply,” he said, denouncing what he
called “unprovoked, ceasefire viola-
tions” by Pakistan.

Independence Day curfew 
Meanwhile in Srinagar, authorities

imposed a curfew in parts of the main
city of Indian-controlled Kashmir yes-
terday to prevent any move by sepa-
ratists to celebrate Pakistan’s
Independence Day, police said.  The
restrictions in Srinagar, which includ-
ed the closure of the city’s main
mosque during Friday prayers, were
announced on the eve of

Independence Day in both India and
Pakistan and follow a recent spike in
violence. “The restrictions are
imposed to prevent miscreants from
hoisting Pakistani flags and to avoid
loss of life,” director general of police,
K Rajendra, told AFP.

The anniversary of the partition of
the sub-continent in 1947 is often a
tense period in Kashmir, a pictur-
esque Himalayan territory which has
been divided between India and
Pakistan since the end of British colo-
nial  rule.  Kashmir is  India’s only
Muslim majority state and several
rebel groups have spent decades
fighting for independence or a merg-
er with Pakistan. The conflict has left
tens of thousands, mostly civilians,
dead.

On Thursday a bomb kept in a
steel pot exploded in the compound
of a mosque in the south of the
Kashmir Valley, injuring 10 worshipers
as they were leaving after morning
prayers. While relations between the
two nuclear-armed countries remain
chilly, their respective national securi-
ty advisors are scheduled to meet in
the Indian capital  New Delhi on
August 23 as a confidence-building
measure. — Agencies 

Kashmir villagers flee amid 
Pakistan-India border fight 
One woman reported killed by Indian shelling

SRINAGAR: An Indian paramilitary solider stands guard as Kashmiri pedestri-
ans walk along a street during a curfew. — AFP 

DHAKA: Suspected Muslim militants Saad-Al-Nahin,
(right) and Masud Rana, who were arrested in the last
week’s killing of a secular blogger, stand before the
media. — AP 
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TIANJIN: Workers sweep the area near deformed containers piled up after Wednesday’s
explosion in northeastern China’s Tianjin municipality. — AP photos

TIANJIN: This photo shows a man walking out of his apartment block with some belong-
ings after a series of explosions at a chemical warehouse.

BEIJING: China’s stone-walling after a huge
industrial explosion in Tianjin has generated fear
and suspicion among citizens shocked by the
apocalyptic images and skeptical towards
authorities notorious for their lack of trans-
parency.

Dramatic footage and pictures flashed across
social media after the blasts at a hazardous
goods storage facility, soon giving way to fears
that dangerous chemicals could cast a toxic
cloud over one of China’s biggest cities. Wrong-
footed officials and state media are failing to
offer an authoritative narrative to calm their
fears, observers say. The government admits it
does not know the contents of the warehouse’s
chemical stockpile-and attempts to reassure the
city’s residents that they are safe and the air is
clean are viewed with suspicion.

Controlled media 
“They’ve certainly been beaten to it,” said

Nicholas Dynon, who researches Chinese media
and propaganda at Macquarie University in
Sydney. “The news got out faster than they
could have prevented it from getting out,” he
said. But true to form, China’s Communist Party-
and state-controlled media apparatus rebound-
ed quickly to follow a familiar script honed in

dealing with a host of prior disasters. Those
include a massive earthquake in Sichuan in
2008, a fatal high-speed train wreck in Wenzhou
in 2011, an explosion last year at a car parts fac-
tory in eastern China, a deadly stampede in
Shanghai on New Year’s Eve and a cruise ship
disaster on the Yangtze River in June-among
others.  “They have used long-standing proce-
dures,” said Willy Lam, a Chinese politics expert
at the City University of Hong Kong.  “They have
not been very transparent, they don’t want to
disclose all the information at one go and they
are trying to calm down the people,” he added.
“The scale of the disaster has not been disclosed
at this stage.” 

In August last year an explosion at a car parts
factory in Kunshan, near Shanghai, was initially
said to have left more than 70 people dead. But
at the end of December, the government sud-
denly announced that the toll had ballooned to
146. Chinese newspapers and television have
carried extensive coverage of the Tianjin explo-
sions, which killed more than 50 people and
injured hundreds, focusing on efforts of fire-
fighters, rescue workers and medical personnel.

But officials appear uncomfortable providing
nuanced, detailed and sensitive information
related to the cause of the explosions and-cru-

cially — the nature of the chemicals blasted into
the sky and their impact on human health and
the environment.  After addressing a press con-
ference, the head of the Tianjin environment
protection bureau attempted to leave his seat
but reporters started shouting questions. 

He appeared unprepared for the scrutiny,
casting unsure glances at nearby officials before
live TV coverage abruptly cut away. Efforts to
research the warehouse operator were obstruct-
ed when an official local company database dis-
played a message that “due to the dangerous
goods warehouse explosion accident”, its serv-
ice had been “suspended temporarily”.

‘Give public the truth’ 
The Global Times newspaper, which has

close ties to the ruling party, said in an editorial
that information on the impact of the disaster
should be provided, but called for patience on
the part of journalists and the public. Media
should provide as many facts as possible “based
on information offered by the official authori-
ties, and with independent discoveries from the
media”, it said in an editorial.

But it warned that anyone questioning the
rescue operation “should then seriously reflect
on their constructiveness”. Some comments

posted on Chinese social media calling for trans-
parency-or questioning the official toll-were tak-
en down by censors. “Hope that the govern-
ment will respect the facts, and give the public
the truth,” Yi Se, a user of Sina Weibo, wrote,
though her entry had been removed yesterday,
according to software created by University of
Hong Kong researchers to identify posts cen-
sored online.

Another censored post was from Zhanlue
Bingwang, who has more than 30,000 followers
on Weibo. “Are all the people in this world
fools?” he asked.  “Watching the video of such a
large explosion and there were only 50 people
who died?” Tianjin ranks among China’s most
advanced cities, and Dynon said the accident
was likely to sow popular fears that “the rest of
urban China is potentially one big tinderbox”.
“The blast zone of the explosion-as big as it was-
is nothing compared to the psychological
impact zone for the hundreds of millions of peo-
ple living in China’s cities,” he said. “This no
doubt informs the authorities’ perceived need
to control media coverage of the incident.” But
their efforts were self-defeating, he added. “It is
this attempt to control-and the vacuum of time-
ly, meaningful reporting that has resulted-that
has done nothing to cushion this impact.”—AFP 

China’s silence after deadly blasts stokes citizens’ fears
Safety attempts, assurances met with suspicion

NAGATO: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe, accompanied by his wife Akie, pray at his
ancestors’ grave yesterday. — AFP 

Abe shows WWII remorse 
ahead of 70th anniversary 

TOKYO: Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe
expressed deep remorse yesterday over World
War II and said previous national apologies
were unshakeable, but emphasized future gen-
erations should not have to keep saying sorry.
In a closely watched speech a day ahead of the
70th anniversary of the end of WWII, the nation-
alist premier appeared to tread a fine line
between regret over Japanese wartime aggres-
sion while also focusing on what his pacifist
country had done since the end of the conflict.

“Japan has repeatedly expressed feelings of
deep remorse and heartfelt apology for its
actions during the war.... we have consistently
devoted ourselves to the peace and prosperity
of the region since the end of the war,” Abe
said. “Such position(s) articulated by the previ-
ous cabinets will remain unshakable into the
future.”

When speaking about China, Abe referred to
“unbearable sufferings caused by the Japanese

military” and said Tokyo “took the wrong
course” in going to war. Referring to those who
perished in the war, Abe expressed “profound
grief and my eternal, sincere condolences”. He
said this was also for millions of Japanese who
died, some from the US atomic bombings.

‘Engraved in our hearts’ 
Abe, a grandson of a wartime cabinet minis-

ter, added that we have “engraved in our
hearts” the suffering of Asian neighbors’ ,
including South Korea, Indonesia,  the
Philippines and Taiwan. But Abe-who has been
criticized for playing down Japan’s war record
and trying to expand its present-day military-
added that future generations of Japanese
should not have to apologies. “We must not let
our children, grandchildren and even further
generations to come, who have nothing to do
with that war, be predestined to apologies,” he
said.—AFP 
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BERLIN: Fleeing war and poverty, record num-
bers of refugees have made it to Germany, only
to face another kind of chaos-desperately over-
crowded shelters struggling under the massive
influx. All over Germany, asylum-seekers from as
far as Syria and Afghanistan, and as close as
Serbia and Albania, now live in cramped shel-
ters, army barracks and tent cities, often trauma-
tized by the past and fearful about the future.

“What we are doing is crisis management,”
said Murat Sivri, head of a refugee centre in the
western city of Dortmund. “This has assumed
crazy proportions.” For German cities, towns and
villages, the biggest wave of asylum applica-
tions faced by any European nation has brought
home, literally, the impact of far-away conflicts
and crises. It has also brought out the best and
worst in the local host communities.

In the ugliest cases, xenophobic protesters
and far-right thugs have hounded and abused
the foreigners. The number of attacks on homes
for asylum-seekers has shot above 200 this year,
already reaching last year’s total. In a more
heartening trend, citizens moved by the plight
of strangers have organized through schools,
churches and Facebook groups to give what
they can, from food to baby clothes to language
lessons. A bus driver has been celebrated as a
hero on social media for offering a simple wel-
come to refugees on his coach, which moved
one of Germany’s best-known newscasters to
tears on national TV. “I have an important mes-
sage for all people from the whole world in this
bus,” the driver said in his high-school English.
“I want to say welcome. Welcome to Germany,
welcome to my country. Have a nice day!” he
said to cheers from the passengers.

Half a million 
All the while, the number of asylum-seekers

has kept growing and so has the misery for
many people in the shelters. In the eastern city
of Hoyerswerda, 17 Syrian refugees have
launched a hunger strike to protest against
excessive delays in dealing with their cases, a
shelter said Wednesday.

The Red Cross has set up several tent cities,
and this month the armed forces joined the
nationwide aid effort, putting up tents for more
than 1,000 people in three different states. Aid
workers admit it’s only a temporary solution and
more durable accommodation will have to be
found before the winter comes.

Next week the government is expected to
announce what monthly data already indicates-
that the number of new asylum applications this
year could top half a million. The sight of des-
perate families sitting on their suitcases, or wait-
ing in blazing summertime temperatures out-
side overwhelmed refugee offices, has sparked
an increasingly emotional debate. Many believe
that Germany’s wealth-coupled with the dark
legacy of World War II and the Holocaust-gives it
a special responsibility to provide safe haven to
persecuted groups.

“It is not insurmountable for a large and rich
country like ours,” Interior Minister Thomas de
Maiziere said Thursday while visiting a large
refugee camp in the eastern city of
Eisenhuettenstadt, condemning hate crimes as
“incomprehensible, unacceptable and unworthy
of our country”.

‘Embarrassment for Europe’ 
Politicians have also called for other EU

countries to accept a greater share, warning that
in Germany social acceptance will hit a breaking
point and the ugly backlash will grow worse.
Germany last year accepted about one-third of
refugees in the EU, the highest number, fol-

lowed by Sweden, Italy and France, according to
Eurostat data. Vice Chancellor Sigmar Gabriel
warned pressure would grow to curb the free-
dom of movement in Europe if “all the refugees
go to only a few countries”. Germany has also
stepped up a campaign to urge people from the
Balkans to stay home, paying for TV ads in the
region that stress that asylum-seekers from
there have almost no chance of being allowed
to stay. De Maiziere said Thursday it was “unac-
ceptable” that 40 percent of asylum-seekers in
his country were from the Balkans, calling it “an
embarrassment for Europe”. The national com-

missioner for refugees, Aydan Ozoguz, signaled
this week readiness to declare Albania,
Montenegro and Kosovo as “safe countries of
origin”, raising the bar for asylum requests. The
head of the far-left party Die Linke, Bernd
Riexinger, warned that this ignored “racist per-
secution” especially of many Roma.

Still, many have argued that what shelter
Germany can offer should go to those in most
desperate need. The war in Syria alone has
forced more than four million people abroad in
what the UN calls the worst national refugee cri-
sis in nearly 25 years. —AFP 

BERLIN: Children blow soap bubbles as they sit on the ground outside the State Office of
Health and Social Affairs Berlin (LAGeSo) where hundreds of refugees wait to receive help
from the Berlin administration. —AFP 

Refugee influx brings out best and worst in Germans
‘This has assumed crazy proportions’
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DAVENPORT,  I O W A : Republican
presidential candidate Jeb Bush on
Thursday declined to rule out resum-
ing the use of torture under some cir-
cumstances by the US government.
The former Florida governor said that
in general ,  he bel ieves torture is
inappropriate, and that he was glad
his brother, former President George
W Bush, largely ended the CIA’s use
of  the techniques before he left
office. The CIA used waterboarding,
slapping, nudity, sleep deprivation,
humiliation and other methods to
coerce Al-Qaeda detainees - methods
the mil itary would be prohibited
from using on prisoners of war.

“I don’t want to make a definitive,
blanket kind of statement,” Bush told
an audience of Iowa Republicans,
when asked whether he would keep
in place or repeal President Barack
Obama’s executive order banning so-
called enhanced interrogation tech-
niques by the CIA.

Bush, because of his brother and
father - both former U.S. presidents -
had the most  name recognit ion
entering the race to win the 2016
Republ ican Party  nominat ion.
However, billionaire businessman
Donald Trump has been dominating

the race this summer, even though
he is still considered a long-shot can-
didate for the nomination.

A Senate report released last year
cited CIA records in concluding that
the techniques were more brutal
than previously disclosed, that the
CIA lied about them, and that they
failed to produce unique, life-saving
intelligence. The CIA and its defend-
ers take issue with the report.

Producing intelligence 
Jeb Bush said he believed that the

techniques were effective in produc-
ing intelligence, but that “now we’re
in a different environment.” He sug-
gested there may be occasions when
brutal interrogations were called for
to keep the country safe. “That’s why
I’m not saying in every condition,
under every possible scenario,” Bush
said.

Later on Thursday in Iowa, Bush
said there is a difference between
enhanced interrogation techniques
and torture, but declined to be spe-
cific. “I don’t know. I’m just saying if
I ’m going to be president  of  the
United States, you take this threat
seriously.” Bush has been walking a
careful path, seeking to disassociate

himself from some of the unpopular
aspects of his brother’s legacy while
praising him.

In discussing the I raq war ,  for
example,  Bush,  who previously
acknowledged that the intelligence
didn’t support the decision to invade,
on Thursday said he had learned
from some of the mistakes made dur-
ing the occupation, including what
he said was a wrong decision to dis-
band the Iraqi military. He said his
brother also now believes that was a
mistake.

Bush blames the rise of the Islamic
State group on what he said was
Obama’s  fa i lure  to negotiate  an
agreement to leave US troops there
in 2011. He repeated his call for a
more aggressive posture toward the
Is lamic State group but ,  l ike  the
Obama administration, he opposes
sending in regular US ground forces.
He does favor putting special opera-
tions troops on the battlefield.

Bush spoke at a foreign policy
forum sponsored by Americans for
Peace,  Prosperity and Security,  a
group chaired by Mike Rogers, a for-
mer Republican congressman from
Michigan who chaired the House
Intelligence Committee. — AP 

Bush declines to rule against
use of government torture

‘I don’t want to make a blanket kind of statement’

Anti-gay clerk forced
to reverse practices

MOREHEAD: A Kentucky clerk who defied a federal judge’s
order to issue marriage licenses and turned away four gay
couples has until Monday to convince the judge to delay his
mandate. US District Judge David L Bunning rejected
Rowan County Clerk Kim Davis’ claim that her Christian faith
should exempt her from issuing marriage licenses to same-
sex couples and ordered her on Wednesday to hand out the
licenses. But her office kept denying them.

As the attorneys for gay and straight couples seeking a
license warned they could request that she be held in con-
tempt, Bunning ordered Davis to submit a final plea to stay
his decision by Monday. The fight in this eastern Kentucky
college town began soon after the Supreme Court legalized
gay marriage in June. Davis was among a handful of clerks
across the country to cite her Christian beliefs and declare
she would no longer hand out licenses to any couples, gay
or straight. Legal experts have likened the case to the resist-
ance some local officials in the South put up five decades
ago after the Supreme Court legalized interracial marriage.

Fight till the end 
“We’re going to keep coming back,” said Karen Roberts,

shaking after she was denied a license to marry April Miller,
her partner of 11 years. “We’re going to fight this to the very
end.” Three other couples streamed into the clerk’s office
throughout the morning, and all were denied. Staff in Davis’
office said she was on vacation. Though she has six employ-
ees authorized to issue licenses, deputy clerk Nathan Davis
said the office was advised by its attorneys with the
Christian law firm Liberty Counsel to continue refusing
same-sex couples as it appeals the judge’s decision. They
handed one couple who demanded an explanation a Post-it
note with Liberty Counsel’s toll-free phone number.

“Kim Davis is just an example of what’s going to be hap-
pening not only to other clerks but to other people who are
going to be confronted with this issue and we think that
this is a serious matter that needs to be decided by a higher
court, even the Supreme Court,” Liberty Counsel founder
Mathew Staver said. The couples said the Supreme Court
already decided the issue when it legalized same-sex mar-
riage in June. That day, Democratic Gov. Steve Beshear told
the clerks to issue licenses or resign. A number objected.
Lawrence County Clerk Chris  Jobe,  president of  the
Kentucky Clerks Association, has said nearly 60 of the state’s
120 clerks pledged to send a letter to Beshear, asking that
he call a special session to find a way to accommodate their
faiths. Beshear’s office said they received letters from 17
clerks, half of whom have told The Associated Press they
have either been issuing licenses despite their religious
objections, or would issue one if a same-sex couple applied.
The others did not respond to message and emails.

Bunning said in his ruling Wednesday that Davis has like-
ly violated the US Constitution’s protection against the
establishment of a religion by “openly adopting a policy
that promotes her own religious convictions at the expens-
es of others.”— AP 

IOWA: Republican presidential candidate, former Florida Gov Jeb Bush, makes his way to the stage to speak at a forum
sponsored by Americans for Peace, Prosperity and Security, Thursday, Aug 13, 2015, at St Ambrose University. — AP 

MOREHEAD: James Yates, (left) and William Smith Jr head
into the Rowan County Courthouse to obtain a marriage
license. — AP 
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ATHENS: Lawmakers take part in a parliamentary session. — AP 

BRUSSELS: Euro-zone officials were optimistic of approving a
draft bailout deal for Greece yesterday after the country’s law-
makers cleared it in a vote that nevertheless saw the govern-
ment suffer significant dissent. The bill on the rescue deal passed
just in time for Greek Finance Minister Euclid Tsakalotos to head
to Brussels to meet his counterparts from the 19-country curren-
cy union in the hope of getting their seal of approval as well.

The bailout is all that stands between Greece and a disorderly
default on its debts - as soon as next week - that would force it
out of Europe’s joint currency. The rescue package would give it
about 85 billion Euros ($93 billion) in loans over three years in
exchange for harsh spending cuts and tax hikes. Greece’s most
influential creditor, Germany, was cautiously optimistic about
the Euro-zone signing off on the bailout.

“I think that at the end of today we will have a result,” German
Finance Minister Wolfgang Schaeuble said as he arrived for the
talks. “If we don’t find a solution, we will have to do bridge
financing,” he said, referring to a short-term loan so Greece can
make its next debt payment on Aug 20. Jeroen Djisselbloem,
who chairs the Euro-zone finance gatherings, said that the meet-
ing “won’t be short,” but that “hopefully at the end of the
evening we’ll have a positive outcome.” The bill passed through
the Greek parliament thanks to support from opposition parties,
with 222 votes in favor, 64 against, 11 abstentions and three
absent in the 300-member parliament.

Budget cuts 
Although approved by a comfortable majority, the result was

a blow to Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras, who saw more than 40 of

his 149 radical left Syriza party lawmakers vote against him. He
has come under intense criticism from party hardliners for capit-
ulating to the creditors’ demands for budget cuts - austerity
measures he had promised to oppose when he won elections in
January.

The bill includes reforms increasing personal, company and
shipping taxes, reducing some pensions, abolishing tax breaks
for some groups considered vulnerable and implementing deep
spending cuts, including to the armed forces. “We welcome the
successful vote in the Greek Parliament this morning,” said
German Foreign Ministry spokesman Sebastian Fischer, whose
country has been the single largest contributor to Greece’s previ-
ous two bailouts and is the country’s harshest critic.

“Now an important precondition has been met for the
process to continue,” he said. The EU Commission, meanwhile, is
confident that “a positive outcome is entirely feasible today” at
the Euro-zone meeting in Brussels, spokeswoman Annika
Breidthardt said. The mounting discord within Syriza, however, is
threatening to split the party and could lead to early elections.
The stock market in Athens slid on the news and was down 2.4
percent in afternoon trading. State television said Tsipras was
expected to call a vote of confidence in his government, but that
was not confirmed.

Government spokeswoman Olga Gerovasili said any action
would come after Aug 20, when Greece has to make a large debt
repayment to the European Central Bank. Tsipras has maintained
his public popularity in Greece despite his U-turn on austerity
policies, and consistently leads opposition parties in opinion
polls. An election would allow him to remove the hard line ele-

ments from his party, but it is not a risk-free option.
“An election in the next few months would create more politi-

cal uncertainty, delay economic recovery and impede reform
implementation and the possibility of opening talks on debt
relief as desired by the (International Monetary Fund) as a condi-
tion of its involvement in funding the program,” said Joan Hoey,
analyst for Europe at the Economist Intelligence Unit. “However,
it appears to be unavoidable if Greece is to have a government
capable of implementing the agreement.”

Harsh critics 
The deal also needs approval from the parliaments of several

other countries, including that of Greece’s harshest critic,
Germany, before any funds can be disbursed. Some nations,
such as Finland, have already given their approval. Syriza dis-
senters angrily challenged the government during the all-night
parliamentary session.

“I feel ashamed for you. We no longer have a democracy ...
but a Euro-zone dictatorship,” prominent party member and for-
mer energy minister Panagiotis Lafazanis said before the vote.
Lafazanis co-signed a declaration along with another 12 left-
wing politicians Thursday declaring they would start a new anti-
austerity movement. He stopped short of quitting Syriza. The
terms of the new bailout were agreed earlier this week with cred-
itor negotiators from the European Central Bank, European
Commission and IMF. “We took a painful decision of responsibili-
ty, and took a step back,” Tsipras said in his defense of the
bailout. “We took the decision to remain alive instead of commit-
ting suicide and complaining how unfair it was.” — AP

Greek lawmakers back bailout deal
Euro-zone remains optimistic
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MANILA: Cebu Pacific saw its half-
year net profit soar 63 percent as
low fuel costs helped it  take full
advantage of higher passenger and
cargo traffic, the Philippines’ largest
airline said yesterday. The carrier
reported a net income of 5.2 billion
pesos ($112 million) for the January
to June period, compared to 3.2 bil-
lion pesos a year earlier.

However, profit was down slight-
ly to 2.9 billion pesos from 3.0 bil-
lion pesos in the three months to

June as the cost of the company
renewing i ts  f leet  and fore ign
exchange losses due to a rising dol-
lar offset revenue gains. Passenger
revenues in the first half grew 9.4
percent to 22.8 bi l l ion pesos,  as
increased flights drove traffic 8.2
percent higher to 9.2 million pas-
sengers, it said.

Cargo revenues grew 11.4 per-
cent to 1.6 billion pesos. “The group
generally records higher domestic
revenue in January, March, April,

May and December as festivals and
school holidays in the Philippines
increase seat load factors,” the com-
pany told the stock exchange in a
disclosure. Rival Philippine Airlines
reported on Tuesday a near 10-fold
increase in net profit to 5.8 billion
pesos, citing peak demand.

A spokesman for Cebu Pacif ic
was not available to comment on
the stock exchange f i l ing.  Cebu
Pacific’s budget carrier model has
thrived in the archipelagic nation of

100 mill ion people.  It  f l ies to 34
domestic destinations and 28 oth-
ers  overseas,  catering mostly to
tour is ts  and expatr iate  F i l ip ino
workers. Net profit last year rose 67
percent to 853 million pesos due to
s t r o n g  g r o w t h  i n  i t s  d o m e s t i c
routes and the swift success of its
new Australia route. Cebu Pacific
shares closed 0.21 percent higher at
94.15 pesos yesterday. The compa-
ny’s fi l ing came after the market
had closed. — AFP 

Philippines largest airline says profit up strongly

SEOUL: Global stock markets drifted yester-
day as China’s currency stabilized for a sec-
ond day, easing uncertainty about its direc-
tion after an unexpected devaluation earlier
in the week. Elsewhere, Europe had disap-
pointing growth figures, notably out of
France and Italy, which weighed on stock
markets yesterday, while oil prices sank to
their lowest level since early 2009.

Keeping score
Europe started yesterday on a positive

note. Britain’s FTSE 100 added 0.2 percent to
6,579.68 and Germany’s DAX rose 0.2 percent
to 11,031.37. France’s CAC 40 added 0.1 per-
cent to 4,990.99. Futures showed that Wall
Street was set for a lackluster day. Dow
futures fell 0.1 percent while S&P futures
declined 0.2 percent.

Oil low
The price of crude oil hit its lowest level in

61/2 years yesterday amid concerns over a

slowing economy in China, a huge energy
consumer, and strong global production. The
US crude contract fell as low as $41.35 a barrel,
the weakest level since early 2009, when the
global economy was in the throes of a massive
financial crisis and recession. By late morning
in Europe, the price was around $42 a barrel.
The oil contract has been declining since
touching a high of $61.43 on June 10. The
main reasons are big increases in production
in the US and Canada, as well as expectations
Iran’s oil could soon return to the market.

China calm 
The dollar was buying 6.3901 yuan, little

changed from the previous change after
Zhang Xiaohu, a deputy governor at People’s
Bank of China, said Thursday that there is “no
basis for persistent and substantial devalua-
tion.” Zhang said the yuan is close to “market
levels” after two days of declines. The yuan fell
about 3 percent this week, beginning its slide
on Tuesday after a surprise change in

exchange rate policy, which roiled global
financial markets and caused Asian stocks and
currencies to tumble. Beijing said the change
was aimed at making the tightly controlled
currency more market-oriented.

Asia’s day 
Japan’s Nikkei 225 finished 0.4 percent lower

at 20,519.45 while Hong Kong’s Hang Seng was
down 0.1 percent at 23,991.03. China’s Shanghai
Composite Index added 0.3 percent to 3,965.33
Australia’s S&P/ASX 200 was down 0.6 percent
to 5,356.50. Financial markets in South Korea
were closed for a holiday. Southeast Asian mar-
kets finished mostly higher.

Analyst’s take
“Market sentiments are noticeably more

composed today,” said Bernard Aw, a market
strategist at IG. “However, there may not be
any large positioning ahead of the weekend
and any gains in the risk asset markets are
expected to be modest.”— AP 

Global stocks drift as 
oil sinks to 6 year low

Growth data hits European markets

NEW YORK: Trader Anthony Riccio works on the floor of the New York Stock Exchange. — AP

Solar has a good year, 
except on wall street

LOS ANGELES: By almost any measure, the US solar market is on fire.
Installations of solar panels are expected to soar by a third this year, the
price of solar power is now cheap enough to compete neck and neck
with gas and coal-fired power in places like California, and the fledgling
industry received a vote of confidence last week when US President
Barack Obama announced a groundbreaking plan to curb power plant
emissions. Even China’s currency devaluation could cut panel costs for
US  solar installers. Wall Street, however, has been dumping solar shares
this year, largely on concern, which investors say is misplaced, that tum-
bling oil prices will sap demand for alternative energy, even though oil
isn’t used to generate power. Stock prices are also suffering from an
oversupply of new equity issues by companies raising capital to fund
their rapid growth and concern an interest rate hike by the Federal
Reserve could curb the appeal of their so-called yieldco units.

The carnage has intensified in the last two weeks. The MAC Global
Solar Energy index has dropped 36 percent since its 2015 high in April,
with industry bellwether SunEdison Inc having lost 55 percent of its val-
ue since July 20.  SunRun Inc, one of the top residential solar installers,
went public last week at $14 a share and closed Thursday at $10.12.
Hood River Capital Management of Portland began shedding its stake
in SunEdison earlier this year, according to regulatory filings, and kept
selling last month after the company announceda deal to buy rooftop
solar installer Vivint Solar Inc its third acquisition this year.

Investors are concerned that the company is doing too much too
fast, that its capital requirements could be too high, and that project
development margins would be squeezed, Hood River Capital
Principal Brian Smoluch said. “I agree with that perspective at $30,
but at $14 I feel like it’s more than baked in,” Smoluch said, adding
that at current levels he is buying SunEdison again. Though solar is
becoming mainstream, investors still view it as risky. It remains more
expensive in most places than conventional power, so must rely on
government subsidies and mandates that come and go. “There are
only so many buyers for these types of companies out there,” said
Robert W. Baird analyst Ben Kallo.

Gone public
In the past year, six solar companies have gone public in the United

States, raising a combined $1.85 billion, according to IPO ETF manager
Renaissance Capital. The most recent two - SunRun and TerraForm
Global Inc - are both trading more than 20 percent below their IPO
prices. Much of the new issuance has come from “yieldcos” - bundles of
solar, wind or other power plants with long-term utility contracts that
are spun off by developers into a dividend-paying public entity. Several
yieldcos - NRG Yield, Abengoa Yield and Terraform Power Inc - have
completed secondary offerings in the last year.

Yieldcos have surged in popularity over the last two years because
they provide stable, fat yields and a less risky way to invest in solar. But
investors said a likely a rise in US interest rates would temper that
enthusiasm as government debt becomes more attractive. Toronto-
based AGF Investments Inc pared back its stakes in SunEdison and First
Solar - two owners of yieldcos - earlier this year.

“We felt there would be a short term correction around rate fears,”
said Martin Grosskopf, who manages AGF’s $350 million sustainable
investing strategy. “But it’s gone way beyond that in terms of the
decline we’ve seen.” South Texas Money Management Ltd in San
Antonio, which manages $2.7 billion, holds No 1 US panel maker First
Solar Inc, but isn’t using the latest weakness in solar stocks to add
shares or pick up others.

First Solar is down about 30 percent from a 52-week high set in
September of last year. “That one’s enough heartburn for us,” said
Christian Ledoux, the firm’s director of equity research. “Believe it or not
we actually have a profit in it.” Some are buying - albeit cautiously. Zevin
Asset Management LLC, a Boston-based firm, has added small amounts
to its positions in First Solar and SunPower Corp.— Reuters 
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NEW DELHI: This photo taken on August 13, 2015 shows Indian Home Minister and Bharatiya Janta Party
Leader Rajnath Singh (second right), along with other National Democratic Alliance (NDA) members of parlia-
ment, participating in a protest march to Parliament House. — AFP

NEW DELHI: Indian Prime Minister
Narendra Modi’s ambitious reform agenda
has stalled with crucial bills stuck in India’s
parliament, which ended its latest session
this week in bitter uproar. After sweeping to
power 15 months ago in a landslide election
victory, Modi’s right-wing government
promised a string of business-friendly
reforms to attract foreign investment and
revive the economy. But the opposition has
blocked flagship tax and land reforms with
rowdy protests in parliament, while a much-
touted plan to overhaul archaic labor laws
has yet to be unveiled.

A year after Modi’s first Independence
Day speech, hailed as a political tour de
force, analysts say he risks failing to deliver
on his promises. They will be closely watch-
ing his second on Saturday for signs that his
right-wing government is still committed to
pushing through reforms. “PM Modi prom-
ised he would quickly change the economy
and get GDP growth back on track,” said
Satish Misra, a senior fellow at the Observer
Research Foundation think tank in New
Delhi. “People now have a lot of doubt
about that. He promised more than he
could deliver,” he told AFP.

Landmark tax reforms 
The prime minister this week accused

the main opposition Congress party of hold-
ing back the economy for its weeks-long
protest in parliament to demand ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) leaders resign
over graft allegations. The government is
desperate to pass a bill paving the way for a
landmark national sales tax to replace a
myriad of complex state and national levies
and boost the economy.

But it failed to secure enough backing

and now faces a huge struggle to meet a
deadline of next April, the start of the finan-
cial year. Companies say simplifying India’s
unwieldy tax system would make it easier to
do business in a country clogged with red
tape, boosting production and growth.

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley accused
Congress of ignoring the national interest
over the goods and services tax, before par-
liamentary debate descended into personal
insults. Analyst Misra blamed Modi and his
senior ministers for failing to adequately
negotiate with the opposition to resolve the
impasse in parliament — where the BJP
lacks a majority in the upper house.

“The (opposition) tactics we are seeing in
the parliament are not new. We have seen
them for the past 20 years,” he said. “It’s the
government’s responsibility to unblock
these logjams but nothing is moving.” The
government has backtracked on another
stuck bill meant to make it easier to buy
land for infrastructure and other develop-
ment projects, following mass protests led
by Congress.

Companies complain that frustrating
negotiations over purchase of land has held
up billions of dollars worth of projects,
sometimes for years. Congress says the
amendments, including scrapping a need
for consent of 80 percent of landowners for
some projects, would hurt millions of poor
farmers. Congress, humiliated at last year’s
general election, has been re-energized by
the issue ahead of a critical election in Bihar
state later this year. 

Investment pouring in 
Moody’s and Fitch unit BMI Research

have warned such problems in imple-
menting big-ticket reforms were aggravat-

ing investor concerns. Central bank gover-
nor Raghuram Rajan also called for clarity
on the stalled bills, telling Bloomberg TV
that legislative action “would send a
strong message to the outside that India is
still on the move”.

Analysts urged Modi to use Saturday’s
speech, delivered from Delhi’s historic Red
Fort, to detail how and when he plans to
deliver on a plethora of reforms announced
since taking office. “Give us a detailed report
card on the overabundance of schemes that
have been announced since May 2014,”
commentator Gurcharan Das wrote in the
Times of India this week.

The government defends its perform-
ance, saying foreign direct investment rose
to $31 billion last financial year, with firms
such as Taiwan’s Foxconn, the maker of
iPhones, this month pledging $5 billion to
build factories. “We are working on a num-
ber of other reform measures and hopefully
we will be able to push those along faster,”
junior finance minister Jayant Sinha told
India Today TV. The economy grew 7.5 per-
cent for the first three months of this year,
outperforming China’s. But experts warn
reforms are needed to at least maintain that
pace to create jobs for India’s millions of
young people.

Sonal Verma, chief economist at
Nomura, said investors were reassured by
some initiatives already introduced, includ-
ing coal auctions to replace a corruption-hit
system of allocating mining licenses. And
some states were going it alone on reforms
instead of waiting for the national govern-
ment to act, she said. “But the reality is that
India is the world’s biggest democracy and
expectations around reforms have to be
realistic,” she said. — AFP

India’s economic reform 
agenda hits roadblocks

Crucial bills stuck in divided parliament 

China’s currency reform 
takes next step forward

SHANGHAI: China’s currency devaluation is a step in the long
march to a more open regime for the yuan, analysts say, but
authorities will need to further loosen their controls to promote
long-term growth. The central bank on Tuesday unveiled a near
two percent devaluation of the yuan, saying the move was part of
broader economic reforms aimed at moving towards a more flexi-
ble exchange rate.

The suddenness and scale of the devaluation in a normally sta-
ble unit rocked global financial markets, as investors took it as a
sign the world’s second-largest economy is performing worse than
revealed, and sparked worries China had fired the first shot in a
currency war. It also compounded jitters over China’s financial
health after a debt-fuelled stock market bubble burst in June, fol-
lowing a 150 percent surge in the previous 12 months. 

China’s central bank soothed markets by setting the daily refer-
ence rate of the yuan-also known as the renminbi (RMB) — against
the US dollar marginally higher on Friday, ending an almost five
percent fall over three days.  Analysts cheered the move towards a
more market-based Chinese currency, but said other reforms had
become more urgent as the Asian giant seeks a more sustainable
growth model in the face of a slowing economy.  “Reducing over-
valuation of the RMB is a welcome change that eliminates one
source of unnecessary self-inflicted pain,” the Asian Development
Bank’s chief economist Shang-Jin Wei said yesterday. ANZ Banking
Group’s chief economist for Greater China, Liu Ligang, hailed the
move as “very important” but said more reforms, such as freer capi-
tal flows, liberalizing interest rates and more allowing financial
products to hedge against risk, were still needed. If the bank had
acted sooner, the impact on the economy would be “more obvi-
ous”, he told AFP.

‘Killing two birds’ 
The People’s Bank of China (PBoC) used to decide its daily yuan

refence rate by polling market-makers, but will now consider the
previous day’s close, foreign exchange supply and demand and
the rates of major currencies. The yuan is restricted to trading up or
down two percent from the daily rate, although the State Council,
the cabinet, has signalled it does intend to broaden the trading
band.  China is currently bidding to join the International Monetary
Fund’s basket of reserve currencies, but the Washington-based
lender has said more reforms are needed for membership. Beijing
is “killing two birds with one stone: it can release depreciation pres-
sure to help the economy grow and meet the IMF’s requirement of
letting the yuan be more market-oriented”, Zhang Ning, a Hong
Kong-based economist for UBS, told AFP.

The yuan devaluation has also been seen as a means for
authorities to help the slowing economy by boosting exports-a
key driver of China’s extraordinary rise in the past three decades.
For the Henry Parts company in the eastern city of Ningbo, the
devaluation means more orders from foreign customers for its
machinery components. “The devaluation will increase our rev-
enue and we can get the orders we couldn’t get before,” manager
He Zhanyong told AFP. China’s economy expanded 7.4 percent
last year, its weakest since 1990, and has slowed to 7.0 percent in
each of the first two quarters. The government wants growth of
around 7.0 percent for all of 2015.

Currency war 
Still, there are worries the move could set off a “currency war”

as regional neighbors and other emerging market countries face
pressure to devalue to stay competitive. “To some extent, the PBoC
has served as an anchor in the region and the move now allows
other currencies to weaken further,” Societe Generale Group said
in a research report. Asia-Pacific currencies this week suffered their
biggest two-day selloff since 1998, during the Asian financial crisis,
while Russia’s ruble slid to a six-month low.

A disorderly devaluation could hamper Beijing’s push for
greater global stature for the yuan and the government’s pursuit
of a bigger say in world finance, typified by its role setting up two
new multilateral banks for Asia and the BRICS nations, which also
include Brazil, Russia, India and South Africa.

Argentina has nearly $34 billion in foreign exchange reserves but
about a quarter are denominated in yuan and their value declined
after the Chinese devaluation, Bloomberg News reported. Chinese
central bank officials have denied a currency war was the intention,
but have been cagier about the timetable for further reforms to the
yuan. Asked if China was on track to open its capital account to
investment flows this year, as previously pledged, one official said
the process would be orderly. “China’s schedule for capital account
convertibility is steadily advancing,” PBoC Deputy Governor Yi Gang
told a news conference on Thursday.  “We will proceed in an orderly
way according to our own schedule to realize it.” — AFP 
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JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko Widodo
yesterday called on bureaucrats and politi-
cians to set aside their egos and work together
to revive an economy whose growth has
slumped since he took office last October. 

In a state-of-the-nation address, he took a
swipe at bickering across government agen-
cies and political parties that has hamstrung
his administration and disappointed both
investors and voters who had high hopes he
would turn the economy around. “To over-
come the issues this country is currently fac-
ing we have to work shoulder to shoulder.
We should not be divided by political or
short-term interests,” he told parliament in a
speech delivered ahead of the Southeast
Asian nation’s 70th anniversary of independ-
ence from Dutch colonial rule. “The erosion
of a culture of mutual respect and tolerance
in official institutions such as law enforce-
ment agencies, communities, media and
political parties, is causing this country to be
caught in a web of egos.”

Widodo also unveiled in a separate speech
his proposed budget for 2016, in which he
promised 5.5 percent growth, which was seen

by economists as overly optimistic. “It’s hard to
see Indonesia getting close to growth of 5.5
percent next year, given that commodity
prices are likely to remain low and monetary
policy relatively tight,” said Dan Martin at
Capital Economics. “The main hope is that the
infrastructure drive takes off, but implementa-
tion and bureaucratic problems will inevitably
stand in the way.”

Knock-on effect 
Widodo, whose government has struggled

to disburse funds for roads, ports and power
stations, pledged an 8 percent increase to
313.5 trillion rupiah ($22.74 billion) in spend-
ing in infrastructure in the hope that it would
have a knock-on effect on investment and
consumption growth. Economic growth
slipped to 4.67 percent, its slowest pace in six
years, in the second quarter amid drooping
domestic demand and sliding prices for coal
and commodities, key earners for the country.
The rupiah has dropped nearly 10 percent
against the dollar this year to trade at 17-year
lows and is Southeast Asia’s worst performer
after Malaysia’s ringgit. 

The first Indonesian president to come
from outside the military or political establish-
ment, the former furniture businessman won
last year’s election in large part because he
was seen as someone who cared for issues fac-
ing ordinary people. But after 10 months in
office, many of Widodo’s economic programs
have struggled to get off the ground.

The 54-year-old president this week hit the
reset button on his government, replacing two
key economic ministers and installing two
experienced technocrats who are expected to
improve policy coordination and dispel con-
cerns that Indonesia is taking a protectionist
turn to shield its economy. However, some
analysts doubt that Widodo is willing to
embrace radical reforms that could prove
unpopular. “Prospects for some economic
reforms do now exist to some extent with the
new cabinet ... but he’s not inclined to institu-
tional reform because he’s still not emphasiz-
ing issues such as land acquisition and civil
service reform,” said political analyst Kevin
O’Rourke. “With worsening economic condi-
tions and continued neglect of reforms, I think
the outlook remains grim.” — Reuters 

Indonesia’s Widodo takes swipe at 
egos blocking economic progress

Next year’s forecast looks optimistic 

S African nuclear power 
plan stirs fears of graft

JOHANNESBURG: Fears are growing in South Africa that agreements
to build nuclear power plants that could be the most expensive pro-
curement in the country’s history will be made behind closed doors,
without the necessary public scrutiny. Among those voicing concern,
two government sources say the Treasury is not being included in
procurement discussions, despite the massive budgetary implications
of a project that experts say may cost as much as $100 billion.

Construction on the first plant is due to start next year, break-
neck speed compared with the years of regulatory and environ-
mental checks for nuclear projects in countries such as Britain and
the United States. The Democratic Alliance, the main opposition
party, believes the pace of the deal will prevent proper analysis
before contracts are signed and huge sums of money change
hands. “The whole deal has been veiled in secrecy. We have no
details on what we’re buying, how much it’s going to cost or how
we’re going to pay for it,” shadow energy minister Gordon Mackay
told Reuters. The Department of Energy (DoE) did not respond to
requests for comment. It has said several times the procurement
process will be transparent and follow procedure.

Finance Minister Nhlanhla Nene was forced this week to deny
reports of tensions with the DoE over the plans and said the
Treasury was playing a supporting role in the procurement process.
Pretoria has already signed non-binding inter-government agree-
ments for nuclear power support from several countries including
France, China and South Korea.

South Africa’s President Jacob Zuma said this week the nuclear
plan was at an “advanced stage” and the procurement process
should be completed by March. Following meetings between Zuma
and Russian President Vladimir Putin last year, the Russian atomic
agency Rosatom said it had agreed a $10 billion contract to build
power stations. However, the DoE denied an agreement had been
reached, raising public suspicion in South Africa of backroom deal-
making - an accusation often levelled against the ruling African
National Congress under Zuma’s tenure.

“The nuclear deal is of huge concern given South Africa’s history
of endemic corruption,” said Andrew Feinstein, a former ANC law-
maker and now executive director of Corruption Watch UK.
Feinstein is the author of a book about alleged widespread graft in a
$4.8 billion arms deal during the late-1990s. “I fear that the corrup-
tion in this deal might dwarf the arms deal,” he said.

Chronic shortages, mounting debt
Africa’s most developed economy is in the midst of a chronic

electricity crisis as it scrambles to stem power shortages that are
increasing costs for industry and discouraging investment. Part of its
response is to build the new nuclear plants that would add 9,600
megawatts (MW) by 2030. Its only existing plant, which began oper-
ating in 1984, produces 1,600 MW. The country relies mostly on coal
for its 42,000 MW generating capacity.

A 2013 study by the University of Cape Town’s Energy Research
Centre found more nuclear power was not needed and would not
be cost-effective, based on an estimated installed cost of $7,000 per
kilowatt. The DoE has estimated the build would cost $4,200 per
kilowatt. Energy experts say this is optimistic and the calculations are
based on out-of-date assumptions.

Given the lack of funding details, economists worry it could pile
more debt on an economy that grew only 1.5 percent last year.
Credit agencies cut South Africa’s rating last year, citing weak
growth and rising public debt. The DoE said last month that funding
models were still being explored, with specifics due to be published
when bids were awarded. It also said the return on investment
would “far exceed” the costs. — Reuters 

JAKARTA: Indonesia’s President Joko Widodo (center) followed by Vice President Jusuf Kalla (right) leaves with mem-
bers of Parliament after delivering an address before a joint session. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s ringgit curren-
cy suffered one of its worst one-day declines
yesterday, falling to a fresh 17-year low in a
protracted slide blamed on concerns over
low oil prices and political uncertainty.

The ringgit has declined more than 25
percent over the past year and it weakened
another 1.74 percent to 4.0805 to the dollar
by late afternoon trading yesterday. It had
lost nearly three percent of its value earlier in
the day-its biggest drops in almost 20 years-
after oil prices tumbled to fresh six-year
lows. Malaysia is an oil exporter and there is
rising concern that slumping crude prices
will curb economic growth.

Investor sentiment in Malaysia has also
been hit by political turmoil stemming from
corruption allegations involving Prime
Minister Najib Razak, and China’s surprise
devaluation of the Yuan this week. Asia’s
worst-performing currency over the past
year, the ringgit slid through the key 4.0 bar-
rier Wednesday for the first time since 1998,
when a financial crisis rocked Asia.

That crisis resulted in Malaysia pegging
the ringgit to the dollar at a rate of 3.80. The
peg was lifted nearly seven years later, and
central bank governor Zeti Akhtar Aziz said
on Thursday that there were currently no
plans to revive it. Energy products are

Malaysia’s main source of trade revenue, and
its export income has declined steadily since
global oil prices started falling last year.

On Thursday the government
announced Southeast Asia’s third-largest
economy grew 4.9 percent in the second
quarter, down from 6.5 percent in the same
period of 2014 and its slowest rate in nearly
two years. Najib is fighting to fend off cor-
ruption suspicions related to debt-ridden
state investment firm 1Malaysia
Development Berhad (1MDB).

A series of investigative media reports
have alleged that hundreds of millions of
dollars have gone missing from deals involv-

ing 1MDB, which Najib launched six years
ago and remains close to. The Wall Street
Journal last month revealed that Malaysian
investigators had found nearly $700 million
money had been deposited into Najib’s per-
sonal bank accounts. The government has
since called them “donations” from uniden-
tified overseas sources, but no details have
been provided.  Najib, who denies wrongdo-
ing, appears to have asserted control with a
cabinet shuffling two weeks ago, but ana-
lysts and traders say the uncertainty is not
helping sentiment. Foreign investors have
pulled $3 billion out of Malaysia this year,
according to Bloomberg News. — AFP  

Malaysian ringgit hits 17-year low, oil drops
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HONG KONG: China’s unexpected move
this week to lower the value of its tightly-
leashed currency, the Yuan, sent shock-
waves through global financial markets.
The impact on consumers around the
world and China’s neighbors will take
longer to play out but possible winners and
losers are already emerging.

Shop until you drop
Not quite. The effect on prices in shops

for clothes or electronics or other China-
made products might be limited overall,
particularly if the Yuan doesn’t fall further.
On top of that, currency weakness cuts
both ways for Chinese manufacturers. A
weak Yuan could make exports from the
world’s No 2 economy cheaper, but that
could be offset if a factory uses a lot of
imported raw materials, which it has to pay
for in dollars or other foreign currency.
Chinese manufacturers also face rising
labor costs. Lower prices are possible in
industries such as clothing and basic toys
where international competition is fierce
and producers in countries such as China
don’t have much power to pass on their
higher costs to shoppers.

More cheap Chinese smartphones
Some analysts say the devaluation could

speed the spread of inexpensive Chinese
smartphones overseas. Chinese brands
such as Xiaomi and Huawei already pro-
duce competitively priced handsets with
decent displays and performance so a
weaker Yuan could make them even cheap-
er or allow Chinese handset makers to offer
discounts. On a broader level, it gives
Chinese companies a bigger opportunity to
raise market share overseas, which poses a
“long-term threat” to South Korean compa-
nies such as Samsung, said Song Eun-
jeong, an analyst at Hi Investment &

Securities. She said budget handset makers
may enter developed countries earlier than
planned if the Yuan continues falling.

More expensive bananas
Stephen Antig, executive director of the

Pilipino Banana Growers and Exporters
Association, said the Yuan’s devaluation
definitely will have some impact for
Chinese consumers and the banana grow-
ers in the Philippines who supply them. The
Philippines exports around 60 to 70 million
boxes of bananas a year to China, with an
average price of $5-$10 per box. “With the
devaluation of the Yuan, they have to pay
more for every dollar that they buy and
chances are some importers will reduce
their purchases of bananas,” he said. “But it
will depend on how big the devaluation is
because they are also buying bananas from
Ecuador which are more expensive than
what they are buying from us.”

Fewer Chinese tourists in Thailand
Thailand, Malaysia Hong Kong and

Taiwan could be among the most vulnera-
ble countries because they are both highly
reliant on China’s demand for their exports
and services while also competing with
China in other export markets, Credit Suisse
analysts Santitarn Sathirathai and Michael
Wan said in a report. They note, for exam-
ple, that Thailand’s loss in market share of
hard disk drive production to China over
recent years could accelerate if the curren-
cy trends continue. At the same time, the
Southeast Asian country is also at risk
because of its reliance on rising numbers of
Chinese tourists, who may now find it cost-
lier to travel overseas. Travel and tourism is
expected to account for about two-thirds of
Thai economic growth this year so “a slow-
down in Chinese tourist arrivals is the risk to
watch,” the analysts wrote.

A mixed bag for China’s exporters
A weaker currency is generally beneficial

for China’s exporters because it makes their
goods more affordable for overseas buyers.
But there are other factors at play so the issue
is not clear-cut. The Yuan has weakened about
3 percent against the US dollar since Tuesday,
not big enough of a move to overcome slug-
gish global demand and rising costs in China
that are hampering the country’s manufactur-
ing industry, economists say. Also, the long
term impact may be muted because Yuan
weakness adds pressure on Asian countries,
for many of which China is their biggest trad-
ing partner, to devalue their own currencies to
stay competitive. However, there’s little sign
yet of a “currency war” in the making, though
some Asian currencies have already respond-
ed by weakening on their own, most notably
the Malaysian ringgit.

Japan, South Korea steel themselves
Companies competing directly with

Chinese rivals may have the most to lose. One
big example is the steel industry, with South
Korean and Japanese producers bracing for a
hit from a weaker Yuan. With demand weak at
home because of the slowing economy,
Chinese steel makers are keen on increasing
exports. Yuan weakness would push down
the price of Chinese steel, intensifying the
supply glut in the global steel market, and
driving down prices globally, Mirae Asset
Securities said in a report.

Tatsuro Kanno, of Japan’s Kobe Steel, said
a cheaper Yuan could help China boost steel
exports to Japan, posing a competitive chal-
lenge to Japanese steel mills. “There is con-
cern that weaker Yuan could affect the
Japanese market in terms of imports from
China,” Kanno said. He said he’s worried
“cheaper steel could come in,” though he
added, “this is probably at least a month away,
but it is a concern for the future.” — AP 

From bananas to phones: What
Changes a cheaper Yuan brings

Assessing the impact on global consumers   Taiwan slashes
growth forecast

due to decline
TAIPEI: Taiwan yesterday slashed its growth forecast
for 2015 to lower-than-expected 1.56 percent, saying
the economy was los ing strength due to weak
demand from abroad and stiffer competition from
China in the tech sector. The figure marked a steep fall
of  1 .72 percentage points  f rom May when the
Directorate General  of  Budget,  Accounting and
Statistics made the previous estimate.

“Amid slowing global recovery, the inventory levels
of electronic products remain high, competition from
the Chinese mainland’s supplies chains is growing and
prices of raw materials like crude oil keep falling,” the
island’s top government budgeting agency said in a
statement. Traditionally an export-driven technology
hub, Taiwan has benefited from Apple’s new iPhone6,
launched last year. A number of leading Taiwanese
firms such as Foxconn and TSMC are reportedly
among Apple’s suppliers.

But China has been pushing to grow its own tech
industry with the development of domestic smart-
phone brands and homegrown hardware, including
chips. While adjusting the first-quarter GDP growth
figure up from 3.37 percent to 3.84 percent, the
agency also lowered its second-quarter year-on-
year growth figure to 0.52 percent, down 0.12 per-
centage points from its preliminary figures released
last month. 

“The main reason for this was much lower exports
than predicted,” it said. The agency forecast GDP growth
in the third quarter to drop further to 0.10 percent year-
on-year, before rising to 1.90 percent in the fourth quar-
ter. It predicted GDP to grow 2.7 percent in 2016.
Taiwan’s economy was buoyed last year by a steady
recovery in developed countries as well as record-high
exports and rising domestic consumption. But growth
then slowed in the three months to December due to
lower-than-expected overseas demand for goods and
weaker domestic spending. — AFP 

BEIJING: In this Jan 15, 2015 file photo, Lei Jun, chairman of Chinese smartphone maker Xiaomi, holds up the latest mod-
els of the Xiaomi Note at a press event. — AP 

US producer price 
increases in July 

NEW YORK: US producer prices edged up in July in
spite of the drag of lower energy prices on many
goods, according to government data released yes-
terday. The Labor Department said its producer
price index (PPI) rose 0.2 percent in July, slightly
above the 0.1 percent increase projected by ana-
lysts.

Lower energy prices affected several product cat-
egories, such as residential natural gas, leading to a
smaller PPI increase in July compared with the 0.4
percent gain in June and a 0.5 percent increase in
May. Categories with gains included hotel and gue-
stroom rentals, which jumped 9.9 percent.

Excluding food and energy prices, which are
volatile, producer prices rose 0.3 percent in July,
more than the 0.1 percent seen by analysts. The
Federal Reserve has spotlighted the need for
stronger inflation as a leading condition to hike
interest rates. Analysts said the July figures pointed
to modest inflation.

“In short, slightly stronger than generally expect-
ed, but trends still look pretty tame,” said Jim
O’Sullivan, chief US economist at High Frequency
Economics. “Much to chagrin of central bankers, the
downward trend in wholesale inflation looks set to
get worse as oil sinks to its lowest level in over six
years,”  said Jay Morelock,  economist at  FTN
Financial. “The Fed is eager to lift, however, and will
likely chalk up the fall to another bout of temporary
price weakness.” — AFP 
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MADRID: Spain’s interior minister will be ques-
tioned in parliament yesterday as a constant
flow of corruption scandals casts a shadow over
the next general elections expected at the end
of the year. Yet while analysts agree that cor-
ruption “burdens” both the ruling conservative
Popular Party (PP) and the main opposition
Socialists, they disagree on the political fallout.

Interior Minister Jorge Fernandez Diaz will
be be asked to explain why he met with dis-
graced former IMF head Rodrigo Rato, who has
become a symbol of corruption in power, at his
office on July 29. Rato has been named as a for-
mal suspect in a criminal probe into alleged
fraud during his time as chief executive at
Bankia, a Spanish bank that had to be bailed
out by the government in 2012. 

A former finance minister with the PP, Rato
is also being investigated for tax fraud and
money-laundering in another case. Separately,
Carlos Estrada-another PP member and the for-
mer mayor of Morraleja de Enmedio, a town
near Madrid-who was already charged in a cor-

ruption case, resigned from the party this week
after he was accused of profiting from the sale
of used clothing. The daily Catalan newspaper
La Vanguardi called corruption “a sword of
Damocles” that threatens both the PP and the
Socialists in a recent editorial. The scandals have
contributed to the rise of new parties such as
far-left Podemos, a close ally of Greece’s ruling
Syriza, and the centrist Ciudadanos.

‘Burden’ for traditional parties   
The two groups did well during local elec-

tions in May, which saw the PP lose power in
several regions and municipalities, including
the capital Madrid, a long-time conservative
bastion. Both new parties have rallied against
corruption and demanded that the interior
minister resign over his meeting with Rato. But
commentators diverge on how the corruption
will affect the forthcoming polls.

“Voters cast their ballots more against tradi-
tional parties than for the new parties,” said
Manuel Villoria, a founding member of Berlin-

based global anti-corruption campaigners
Transparency International. He called graft “a
burden” for both the traditional parties, which
have dominated politics since the country
returned to democracy following the death of
longtime dictator General Francisco Franco in
1975. For the PP it is a “handicap” that could
eclipse a recent improvement of the economy
that saw the party boost its lead in voting inten-
tions in a survey published last week, Villoria
said.

The PP came in first place with 28.2 percent
support, according to a poll carried out by the
state-run CIS research centre in July. This figure
was up from 25.6 percent support in April.

For Edurne Uriarte, a political science profes-
sor at Madrid’s Juan Carlos I University, the sur-
vey results showed that corruption will play “a
very limited role” in the upcoming elections.
She noted that the Socialist Party was re-elected
in regional polls in the southwestern area of
Andalucia in March “despite numerous cases of
corruption”. — AFP 

SAN SEBASTIAN: Basque pro-republicans and anti-monarchists protest against former Spanish King Juan
Carlos outside a bullring. — AP

FRANKFURT: Growth of the German econo-
my, Europe’s biggest, picked up marginally
in the second quarter of 2015, driven by the
weaker euro and healthy consumer spend-
ing, official data showed yestrday. German
gross domestic product (GDP) expanded by
0.4 percent in the period from April to June,
up from 0.3 percent in the first quarter, the
federal statistics office Destatis said in a flash
estimate.

Analysts had been projecting marginally
stronger growth of 0.5 percent for the sec-
ond quarter. “The German economy contin-
ued along its positive growth path,” the stat-
isticians said.  “Positive impulses came pri-
marily from foreign trade. Exports grew a lot
faster than imports thanks to the weak euro,
with goods exports in particular growing
strongly.”  But consumer spending and gov-

ernment spending also increased.  Weak
investment, on the other hand, weighed on
growth, Destatis added.  On a 12-month
basis, GDP growth stood at 1.6 percent in
the second quarter compared with 1.2 per-
cent in the first quarter, it said.

‘Broad footing’ 
“Overall, the data show that, despite the

uncertainty surrounding Greece’s continued
membership in the euro, the German econo-
my managed to gain some momentum in
the spring,” said BayernLB economist Stefan
Kipar.  “The German economy is on a broad
footing and is being driven by both domes-
tic demand and positive foreign trade,” he
said. 

And given the continued low oil prices
and economic recovery in the United States

and the euro area, “the outlook for coming
quarters remains positive,” Kipar noted. ING
DiBa economist Carsten Brzeski said that
“neither Greece nor China were able to stop
the German economy.”

A full breakdown of the different GDP
components would only be published at the
end of August. “But available monthly data...
indicate that growth was driven by exports
and domestic consumption,” Brzeski said.
“The Euro-zone’s economic powerhouse has
successfully defied external turbulences.
Despite the Greek crisis, the Chinese stock
market collapse and growth slowdown fears
as well as continued weakness in many Euro-
zone countries,” German growth averaged
0.4 percent in last four quarters, he said. 

“Nevertheless, not all that glitters is gold,”
Brzeski cautioned, arguing that record low

interest rates, low energy prices and the
weak euro should have given the German
economy an even stronger boost.
“Normally, such a cocktail of strong external
steroids should have given wings to the
economy. This is not the case,” he said.
UniCredit economist Andreas Rees said that
the German economy “remains on its funda-
mental upward trend.” He said that overall
growth could come out at “close to two per-
cent for 2015” after 1.6 percent in 2014. But
Commerzbank economist Joerg Kraemer
was more skeptical.

“In the longer run, (stronger demand in
industrialized countries) will not be able to
compensate if the Chinese economy contin-
ues to cool down. We see downside risks in
particular for our 2016 German growth fore-
cast of 1.8 percent,” Kraemer said. — AFP 

Spanish corruption scandals 
shadows upcoming election

IMF urges Spain to keep reform focus

Deal proves elusive at
Ukraine’s debt talks

KIEV: Ukraine and its creditors sharpened their knives for a decisive
battle yesterday after direct negotiations failed to reach a workable
solution for keeping the ex-Soviet country from hurtling into
default. The war-torn country and its biggest commercial lenders
ended their second day of meetings at the Franklin Templeton
investment giant’s headquarters near San Francisco by issuing a
two-sentence statement that served up more questions than
answers. 

“The Ukrainian delegation and the ad hoc creditors’ committee
held detailed discussions in San Francisco. Talks are on going,” the
statement said. One source close to the issue told AFP that no per-
sonal meetings between Ukrainian Finance Minister Natalie Jaresko
and Templeton’s bond managers had been planned for yesterday.
“Discussions will continue over the phone,” the person said.

A second individual with knowledge of the negotiations said
only that “talks will continue” at some level yesterday. Templeton
and three other financial titans hold nearly two-thirds of the $15.3
billion (13.7 billion Euros) in savings that cash-strapped Ukraine is
seeking on its total foreign debt over the coming four years.

The restructuring is a mandatory part of a broader $40 billion
global rescue package that the International Mandatory Fund
patched together at the start of the year. But the creditors refuse to
accept a major reduction of their bonds’ face value and want a pro-
posed maturity extension to expire as soon as Ukraine’s imploding
economy returns to growth.

Sources said the bondholders have put strict conditions on a
possible debt write-down of between five and 10 percent-well off
the 40 percent figure originally sought by Kiev. Jaresko has since
submitted a number of counter-proposals whose details remain
private but reportedly include a smaller “hair cut” and larger inter-
est payments. The US-born Ukrainian finance chief has called the
California round of discussions “final” and threatened to impose a
payment freeze on Eurobond interest and principal payments that
come due in the coming weeks.

Growth slump slows 
Ukraine has been lurching from one crisis to another since thou-

sands of pro-European demonstrators toppled Kiev’s Moscow-
backed government in February 2014. The Western-friendly leader-
ship that rose in its wake lost Crimea to Russian forces a month later
and soon confronted a pro-Russian separatist uprising in its indus-
trial east. The 16-month war has now claimed the lives of more
than 6,800 people and thrown Ukraine’s already-stagnant econo-
my into paralysis. The state statistics committee said yesterday that
Ukraine’s growth slump had slowed to 14.7 percent of gross
domestic product in the three months ending in June-a marginal
improvement on the 17.2 percent contraction experienced
between January and March.

The economy ministry said its most optimistic scenario has
Ukraine swinging back into positive GDP territory by the start of
next year. But economists said making forecasts is a risky business
in a country that sees periodic-and at times intense-flareups in an
eastern revolt continue despite the theoretic existence of a six-
month truce accord. Russia denies any links to the insurgents and
officially provides them with only political support at negotiations
and UN Security Council debate. — AFP 

German recovery in second quarter
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Radina from Hungary walks through the
installation ‘Grenzen ueberwinden’ (cross
borders) by German artist Ottmar Hoerl
yesterday in Stuttgart, southern Germany.
The installation includes around 2,000 fig-
urines called ‘Einheitsmaennchen’ (unity
men) and aims to commemorate the
German Reunification. — AFP
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The Hollywood Foreign Press Assn had a
starry lineup as it handed out $2.1 mil-
lion to various causes, but stealing the

show were Jane Fonda with her ad-libs, Lady
Gaga with a one-liner about her nose, and
Emily Blunt and Benicio Del Toro who hilari-
ously struggled to read the TelePrompter. The
occasion was the HFPA’s Aug 13 Grants
Banquet at the Beverly Wilshire, with the org’s
new president Lorenzo Soria saying that it
was a record handout from the org that annu-
ally presents the Golden Globes.

About two dozen stars, who sometimes
made presentations singly but mostly in pairs,
announced the 55 grantees, most of whom
were in attendance. Early in the evening,

Fonda announced several honorees, then
introduced the next presenters, Blunt and Del
Toro...who were nowhere to be found, lead-
ing Fonda to nearly two minutes of ad libs,
including the jokey shrug, “Benecio-You look
in his eyes and think ‘Really interesting, but
maybe not so reliable’ ... But Emily Blunt,
you’d think she would be OK.” The two actors
entered hurriedly and then struggled to read
their presentation, but with such good humor
that Jake Gyllenhaal and Jon Hamm gave
them a standing ovation.

Lady Gaga, in a white floor-length gown,
deadpanned that when previous presenter
Jamie Lee Curtis said her name out loud, “I

snarfed an olive into my nose and there’s still
a teeny, tiny piece in there.” Sarah Silverman,
looking pretty spectacular in a low-cut dress,
and John Krazinski silently mimed faux banter
before announcing a grant to the Silent Film
Festival, and Bryan Cranston later thanked
Silverman “for presenting her own luscious

golden globes.” The event drew some studio
heavy-hitters, including Donna Langley,
Nancy Utley, Rob Friedman, Rob Moore, Tom
Rothman, Daniel Katz, David Fenkel and
Gabriel Hammond.

This year’s event marked the HFPA’s sec-
ond time as a dinner, as opposed to the annu-

al lunches. The Golden Globes group secured
a lineup that also included Halle Berry,
Andrew Garfield, Joe Manganiello, Brie
Larson, Elizabeth Banks, Ty Burrell, Saoirse
Ronan, Ice Cube,  America Ferrera, Topher
Grace, Jason Isaacs, Dakota Johnson, O’Shea
Jackson Jr, Allison Janney and Sophia Bush. As
awards season kicks off, their presence
inspired a lot of kudos buzz before and during
the ceremony.

The HFPA gives to non-profit entertain-
ment-related organizations and scholarship
programs, topping last year’s contributions of
more than $1.9 million. Over the years, the
HFPA has committed more than $19.5 million

in 25 years, including grants, more than 1,000
scholarships and restoration of more than 90
films. Soria also mentioned the $2 million giv-
en to LA City College for the HFPA Center,
promising that more philanthropic work will
be announced in the coming months. Nick
Jonas kicked off the evening by singing
“Wonderful World.” The 73rd annual Golden
Globes will be presented Jan 10. This marked
the first public appearance by the new slate of
officers, including president Soria. He was
elected in July, as were Meher Tatna, vice
president; Jorge Camara, treasurer; and Serge
Rakhlin, executive secretary. — Reuters

Lady Gaga, Jane Fonda steal the 
show at Golden Globes Banquet

Lady Gaga arrives at the Oscars at the Dolby Theatre in Los Angeles. — AP photos

Jane Fonda speaks at The Hollywood Foreign Press
Association’s Annual Grants Banquet.

Sarah Silverman, left, and John Krasinski accept grants on
behalf of Outfits, the San Francisco Silent Film Festival. 

America Ferrera, left, and Jason Isaacs accept grants on behalf
of Latin Cinema of Los Angeles, Streetlights, California State
Summer Arts and the Film Noir Foundation.

Jane Fonda, from left, introduces Emily Blunt and Benicio del Toro to accept grants
on behalf of the American Film Institute, Cinematheque.

Jamie Lee Curtis speaks at The
Hollywood Foreign Press Association’s
Annual Grants Banquet.

Jake Gyllenhaal accepts a grant on
behalf of the Film Foundation.
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Egyptian heir 
takes on Jay Z in
‘Big Pimpin’ trial

The heir of an Egyptian composer will take on
Jay Z in court, saying the rapper had no right
to use a flute sample in hip-hop classic “Big

Pimpin’.” Court documents this week set October 13
for a jury trial in Los Angeles against the rap mogul,
the latest twist in a long-running copyright saga
over the 1999 song which extols the “pimpin’” life of
casual sex. The track opens with a Middle Eastern-
sounding flute as Jay Z declares, “It’s big pimpin’,
baby,” and the sample duels with the beat through-
out the song.

The flute sample turned out to be composed in
1957 by Baligh Hamdy for the Egyptian movie
“Khosara, Khosara.”  “Big Pimpin’” producer
Timbaland has said he found the Egyptian song
without any identification on a CD and that he
believed it was in the public domain. Jay Z’s side
quickly tried to defuse the controversy when, in
2001, it paid $100,000 to the label EMI Arabia, which
said it had rights over “Khosara, Khosara.” The label
shared the payout with descendants of Hamdy, who
died in 1993. But the composer’s nephew and heir
Osama Ahmed Fahmy filed a lawsuit in US court in
2007 saying that the deal was irrelevant under
Egyptian law.

“Khosara, Khosara” is “culturally significant” in
Egypt and local law at the time gave no “blanket
license to make derivative works that alter or add to
the copyright,” the lawsuit said. “At the very least,
regardless of the scope of the copyright license, the
author is required to consent on a case-by-case
basis to any alteration of his work,” it said. Fahmy is
seeking a greater payout from Jay Z and Timbaland,
with his lawyers saying they will bring experts to
assess the economic impact of “Big Pimpin’” from
the sample.

Jay Z’s lawyers scoffed at the argument. “The
notion that people buy concert tickets to hear one
song, never mind an instrumental sample contained
in one song that may or may not be performed at
any given concert, is beyond speculative-it is farci-
cal,” said a court motion by the defense. Jay Z-
whose real name is Shawn Carter-and his wife, pop
superstar Beyonce, are estimated to have a net
worth of some $1 billion.

Outside of his music career, Jay Z has been an
entrepreneur who formerly held stakes in the
Barclays Center arena and Nets basketball team in
his native Brooklyn and leads the streaming service
Tidal. Beyonce is facing a similar lawsuit from the
Hungarian Roma singer Mitsou over an a cappella
snippet that starts her song “Drunk In Love.” — AFP

Nick Jonas performs at The Hollywood Foreign Press Association’s Annual Grants Banquet.

Sophia Bush, left, and Zachary Levi accept grants on
behalf of the Coalition of Asian Pacifics in
Entertainment, the Echo Park Film Center and the
University of Southern California Cinematic Arts &
Engineering School.

Jack Huston, left, and John Boyega accept grants on
behalf of Exceptional Minds, Ensemble Studio Theater
and the Ginghold Theater Group.

Elizabeth Banks,
left, and Jon Hamm
accept grants on
behalf of the
Motion Picture
Fund, New
Filmmakers Lab,
the Screen Actors
Guild Foundation
and the
Independent
Filmmakers Project.

Halle Berry speaks
at The Hollywood

Foreign Press
Association’s

Annual Grants
Banquet.

Bryan Cranston accepts grants on behalf of Los Angeles City College.
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Dave Franco to return
for ‘Neighbors 2’

Dave Franco will be reprising his “Neighbors” role in
the comedy’s  upcoming sequel.  Seth Rogen and
Zac Efron are set to return for “Neighbors 2” as

well, with Chloe Moretz joining the cast. Universal’s origi-
nal was a surprise, grossing $268.2 million worldwide. The
first film followed a couple whose lives were turned
upside down after declaring war on the fraternity that
moved in next door.  The sequel, also directed by Nicholas
Stoller, has a vague plot revolving around a sorority caus-
ing trouble rather than a frat. 

Rogen, Evan Goldberg and James Weaver will produce
under their Point Grey Pictures banner. Andrew Jay Cohen
and Brendan O’Brien will serve as executive producers
alongside Good Universe’s Nathan Kahane and Joe Drake.
Writers include Cohen, O’Brien, Rogen, Stoller and
Goldberg. Exec vice president of production Erik Baiers
and creative executive Chloe Yellin will oversee the proj-
ect for Universal. Erin Westerman is handling on behalf of
Good Universe and Josh Fagen will be the point person for
Point Grey. Both Westerman and Fagen will co-produce.

The sequel is slated for release on May 20, 2016. Franco
recently wrapped production on the thriller “Nerve” and
also has “Now You See Me: the Second Act” on the horizon.
He is repped by CAA and Felker Toczek Suddleson
Abramson LLP. TheWrap first reported the news. —Reuters

Isis Valentino,
Chuck Lightning
and Janelle
Monae perform
during the
Eephus tour 
yesterday in New
York City. —AFP  

Actor Terrence Howard began tes-
tifying Thursday in a hearing in
which the “Empire” star is

attempting to overturn a 2012 divorce
settlement on the grounds his ex-wife
extorted him. Howard took the stand in
a Los Angeles courtroom and began tes-
tifying about the settlement agreement
before a judge stopped the inquiry to
decide legal issues. Attorneys for
Howard’s ex-wife, Michelle Ghent, con-
tend that Howard cannot testify about
any discussions the pair had during a
four-month period between when the
pair engaged in mediation and when it
was signed.

Los Angeles Superior Court Judge
Thomas Trent Lewis is considering how

much testimony about the discussions
between Howard and Ghent can be
offered. Ghent has accused the actor of
domestic abuse and said he owes her
money promised in the agreement. The
Oscar-nominated actor claims Ghent
threatened to leak personal information,
including images of him naked and a
sex tape, if he didn’t meet her terms.
Ghent’s lawyers say she denied during a
deposition that she blackmailed her
husband. Audio of Ghent berating
Howard and threatening to sell a video
of him dancing naked in the bathroom
was played for a judge Tuesday. The
audio was recorded in 2011. Howard
received a best actor Oscar nomination
for 2005’s “Hustle & Flow.”— AP

Terrence Howard takes witness
stand in divorce hearing

Terrence Howard attends the FOX
Network 2014 Upfront event in
New York. — AP

Recording engineer Al
Schmitt (front center)
with guests music 
producer Don Was
(back center) and 
musician Joe Walsh
(back right) at the 
ceremony honoring
Schmitt with the
2,557th Star on the
Hollywood Walk Of
Fame in Hollywood,
California yesterday.
Al Schmitt is a
renowned recording
and mix engineer
whose acclaimed music
career has spanned
more than half a 
century. He is the 
recipient of 23
Grammy Awards,
including the Grammy
Trustees Lifetime
Achievement Award in
2006. — AFP

Aghdashloo joins
Bale’s ‘The Promise’
Shohreh Aghdashloo has joined Christian Bale and Oscar

Isaac in the historical romance “The Promise,” Variety
has learned exclusively. Terry George (“Hotel Rwanda”) is

directing from a script he wrote with Robin Swicord, centering
on a love triangle in 1922 with a medical student, an American
journalist based in Paris and a beautiful and sophisticated
woman, portrayed by Charlotte Le Bon. Bale will play the
reporter, and Isaac will portray the student, conflicted by old-
world traditions.

Aghdashloo will play the strong-willed mother of Isaac’s
character. The story is set amid the final days of the Ottoman
Empire. Javier Aguirresarobe (“Blue Jasmine”) has come on
board as cinematographer. Angela Sarafyan, Daniel Giminez
Cacho and Marwan Kenzari (“Ben-Hur”) also star. Shooting will
begin in Spain in early September. Eric Esrailian will produce
on behalf of Survival Pictures with Mike Medavoy for Phoenix
Pictures, Ralph Winter and William Horberg (“Milk”). Survivial
was unveiled as a production company last month by
Tracinda Corp, the holding company founded by the late Kirk
Kerkorian.

Aghdashloo stars in Syfy’s “The Expanse” and in
“Septembers of Shiraz,” which will premiere at the Toronto
Film Festival. She won an Emmy for “House of Saddam” and
was nominated for an Oscar for “House of Sand and Fog.”
Aghdashloo, a native of Iran, is represented by CAA and man-
aged by Tamara Houston at Round Table Entertainment.
Aguirresarobe is represented by Michael Lewis & amp;
Associates. — Reuters
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Luavut Zahid, one of the Pakistani founders of the Khabaristan Times website, is pic-
tured at a bookstore in Islamabad.

Kunwar Khuldune Shahid and Luavut Zahid , the Pakistani founders of the
Khabaristan Times website, pose at a bookstore.

From a mullah who wants a military operation
against women wearing jeans to “uncircum-
cised” Islamic State fighters, a satirical

Pakistani website is using humor to shine a light on
current affairs in the turbulent nation.  And the pub-
lic, though initially nervous, now can’t get enough
of it. Born a year ago, amid massive anti-govern-
ment street protests, Khabaristan is inspired by
satirical US news website The Onion and American
comedian Jon Stewart, who retired last week after
15 years hosting the caustic “Daily Show”. “You
want to change something you have to criticize
yourself, your own country, your own leaders,” said
Kunwar Khuldune Shahid, one of the founders of
the Khabaristan Times.

With its tantalizing, entirely made-up stories, the
Khabaristan Times-which takes its name from
Khabar, meaning “news” and “stan” from Pakistan-
cleverly shines a light on the country’s conspiracy
theories and obsessions. One piece, headlined
“Pakistan will not tolerate any non-US drone”,
mocks what most believe is the government’s posi-
tion on America’s drone strikes against the Taliban
and other Islamist rebels, denouncing them in pub-
lic while secretly supporting them.  Another joke

article said the country’s Inter-Services Intelligence
agency had found that most Islamic State fighters
were uncircumcised, “proving” the Middle Eastern
militant group were not Muslims, but backed by the
West-a common conspiracy theory in Pakistan.

And the Khabaristan Times’ humour has certainly
been misunderstood, with both Indian and British
media earlier this year mistaking a tongue-in-cheek
article-clearly satirical to Pakistani readers-for fact.
The piece was about the head of one of the coun-
try’s main Islamist parties, Fazlur Rehman, calling for
military intervention against women in jeans, dub-
bing them Pakistan’s “worst enemy”. The “news”
went viral, to the surprise of the staff of the
Khabaristan Times. Westerners “were commenting
on the page: ‘we can’t tell this is satire because it
didn’t say it was.’ They thought everything was
true!” said Luavut Zahid, Kunwar’s co-founder. Yet
Western news satire has also proved an inspiration
for the site, the bubbly 28-year-old said. “Jon
Stewart! I cried (during the last episode),” she said.
“He is so good, it’s impossible not to be influenced
by that guy.” “Unless you follow (current affairs) on
a daily basis, you won’t get most of what Jon
Stewart is saying or you don’t get most of what we

are publishing,” added Kunwar. 

Religion and blasphemy 
While there is a long and rich tradition of caricatur-

ists bravely defying the Taliban with their pens in
Pakistan, written satire is more recent but very much
alive.  A controversial law against blasphemy can see
anyone who insults the Prophet Mohammad (PBUH)
get the death penalty. And while the constitution guar-
antees freedom of expression, it also imposes restric-
tions when it comes to “the glory of Islam” and the
“defense” of the country. “I am pretty sure that... people
from the intelligence agencies have read the
Khabaristan Times,” said Kunwar.  “They have seen
what we have done but again they won’t treat it as if
the same piece is published in a daily publication. They
might not like it but they know it is nothing serious.”

The website also knows how to show restraint dur-
ing difficult times. In December, it stopped updating
for several days after the Taliban school massacre that
killed 134 children in Peshawar.  However, apart from
special instances like the massacre, in the Republic of
Khabaristan no-one is immune from criticism-politi-
cians, mullahs, religion, or even the army. In another
article, the Khabaristan Times joked that a local Islamist

leader had praised Pope Francis for his statement
against blasphemy after the attack on French satirical
newspaper Charlie Hebdo, calling the Catholic leader
“the best of kafirs’, or non-believers.

The site again referenced the Charlie Hebdo
massacre in a piece called “Je suis Mumtaz Qadri”.
Qadri was responsible for killing a provincial gover-
nor who had advocated reform of the blasphemy
law. While the Khabaristan Times does not shy away
from criticizing high-profile targets, it has several red
lines, such as publishing cartoons of the Prophet
Mohammed (PBUH). “Our point is not to hurt any-
one,” Luavut said. Kunwar admits that while the
site’s staff  impose some limits on their satire, “by
other people standards it is still long way away from
where they stand.” Any threats, for now, remain vir-
tual.  “There was some random dude saying these
people should be hanged... But he is not actually
going to do it,” said Luavut. The site is gaining in
popularity with about 100,000 hits per month com-
pared with 400 when it started. For Luavut,
Khabaristan’s style of humor is a necessary respite
from the daily anxiety in Pakistan. “I think all of us
sort of need that in this country. We need a break
from actual news.”—AFP

Pakistan’s answer to ‘The Onion’
tackles tough topics with satire

Attendees at opening night screenings of
rap biopic “Straight Outta Compton” in
Southern California dismissed concerns

about the film triggering violence amid height-
ened racial tension across the nation, although
theaters stepped up the security presence.
“Straight Outta Compton”, the story of rap collec-
tive N.W.A, from Compton, California, opened on
Thursday as protests take place in Ferguson,
Missouri, to mark the anniversary of the fatal
shooting of black teenager Michael Brown by a
white police officer. 

It follows N.W.A, which included rappers Dr
Dre and the late Eazy-E, as they rose to fame in the
late 1980s with lyrics drawing from the violence,
crime and anti-police sentiments that the rappers
themselves had experienced growing up in
Compton. Brown’s death was one in a series of
police killings of unarmed black men and women
across the US that has renewed the debate on
race and justice. Against that backdrop, and with
security at movie theaters in focus after a gunman
killed two women in a Louisiana screening of
“Trainwreck” in July, private security and police
presence was increased at a number of venues.

“(In this movie) police don’t come out in a
good light and there is a feeling in the country
that is anti-police and anti-establishment, and
crowds are affected by movies,” Tom DeLuca,
president of National Cinema Security, the largest
provider of security to US movie theaters, told
Reuters. At a screening in South Gate, a neighbor-
ing city of Compton, an employee checking atten-
dees’ bags on entry said the theater hired extra
security for the film’s opening. One guard was sta-
tioned outside of the film’s screening room.
N.W.A. founding member Ice Cube, one of the
film’s producers, praised the efforts of the studio
and theaters.

“I am glad that Universal stepped up and it’s all
about making people feel safe,” the rapper told
Reuters. Comcast Corp-owned Universal Pictures
said it would work with theater owners on any
security issues. “The studio has not solicited
enhanced security for theaters who will begin
showing it this weekend, but have partnered with
those exhibitors who’ve requested support for
their location,” Universal said in a statement.

Compton native Eddie Cruz told Reuters at a
screening in nearby Downey he hoped the film

shed a light on his community. “The majority of
the United States don’t really understand what’s
going on in these cities like Compton or Oakland,”
he said. “They need to understand what’s happen-
ing and I think having it shown in movies really
helps that progress forward.” Attendees at the
first screenings on Thursday in locations neigh-
boring Compton said they were not concerned
about possible violence. “I’m here with my kids. I
feel secure,” said Leo Olea at the Downey screen-

ing. “It’s just a movie after all.”
Fellow movie-goer Vince Montano added: “I’m

pretty sure people are smarter than that now so I
don’t think there’d be any violence.” The film is
projected to top the US box office this weekend
with upwards of $40 million, said Rentrak senior
analyst Paul Dergarabedian. “People who are
excited to see any movie this weekend are not
going to be deterred by any thought of violence
at theaters,” he said. — Reuters

‘Straight Outta Compton’ attendees
dismiss theater security concerns

Corey Hawkins, from left, Jason Mitchell, Marlon Yates Jr, Aldis Hodge and O’Shea
Jackson Jr arrive at the Los Angeles premiere of “Straight Outta Compton” at the
Microsoft Theater on Monday. — AP 
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This photo provide
by Grohe shows the
Veris F-digital that
gives users 
fingertip access to
pre-set water 
temperature and
delivery programs
at the sink.

During the morning rush before school or
work, the bathroom can easily become a
crowded war zone cluttered with tooth-

brushes and hair products. But sharing even a
tiny bathroom doesn’t have to be an ordeal. So
jostling roommates and family members, take
heart: Here are 10 ways to make bathroom coex-
istence easier, from bigger investments like dou-
ble sinks and updated showers to easy tricks and
affordable gadgets that maximize space and
minimize clutter.

Look high and low for storage space
“The main thing is take a fresh look at your

space and make use of unutilized areas,” said
Betsy Goldberg, home director at Real Simple
magazine. An under-the-sink expandable organ-
izer (like one at The Container Store) fits around
the drainpipe to make the most of an often for-
gotten space, she said. An inconspicuous shelf
(Ikea) can also be hung above the doorway.

Stashing things out of the way creates more
elbow room around the mirror and sink.

Make cabinets do more
Keep smaller items in order with the right

wall cabinets and organizing tools. Goldberg
recommends MagnaPods (The Container Store),
which fit easily on the inside of cabinet doors to
hold makeup tubes and brushes upright and out
of sight. And don’t forget that medicine-cabinet
shelves are adjustable. “People usually keep the
shelves wherever they are, but just adjusting the
shelves can help make cabinets much more effi-
cient,” she said. Acrylic display boxes (Nile Corp.)
also help maximize space.

Oust the extraneous
“If you’re going to share a bathroom, it’s

important to move all non-essentials out. Toilet
paper can go in a trunk in the hallway outside the
bathroom or on a shelf installed above the bath-

room door,” Goldberg said. “Towels can be rolled
and put in neutral straw baskets in a narrow con-
sole in the hallway. The bathroom is prime real
estate, and hampers are so bulky they would be
better off in bedroom closets or the hall.”

Be savvy about sorting
“If you can, give each person a drawer of

their own,” Goldberg said. “But when keeping
things in a shared medicine cabinet, it’s easiest
to store things if you keep like with like, instead
of separating things by person.”

Clear the counters
For hair dryers and other styling tools, the

Blow Away Vanity Organizer (OrganizeIt.com),
keeps things up and out of the way. Essentials
can also be hung on humidity-resistant
Command Hooks, available at many hardware
stores and other retailers.

Consider the kids
If kids are sharing a bathroom with adults,

they might do better with low hooks than towel
bars; that way, they can put things back them-
selves, said Cheryl Dixon, head of brand and
trade marketing at Grohe America.

If you can remodel, see double
“Double sinks are the most important fea-

tures in shared bathrooms,” said Goldberg. And
showers can be customized to each person’s
height and spray preferences, Dixon said. “Do
you want a hand shower or head shower?
Choosing one with different spray settings helps
a lot and makes sharing a shower much easier,”
she said. Digital-technology faucets remember
user settings for each person’s preferred water
temperature and flow. 

Dixon noted that her company’s Retrofit
shower, with exposed piping, lets you change
out the whole shower if needed be without
breaking the wall. “It just fits right onto the exist-
ing plumbing,” she said.

Cooperate and clean
It might help to schedule bathroom times,

and every person using the bathroom should
learn to clear the drain and change the toilet
roll, says Leslie Josel, author of “What’s the Deal
with Teens and Time Management.”

“If the family gets into a few basic habits like

this, the whole experience will be easier for
everyone,” she says.

Set the mood
Consider colors, materials, flooring and light-

ing that might spruce up the room. “These are a
really low-cost way to redo a bathroom. Just pay
attention to dÈcor as you would any other room
in the house,” Dixon said. “Soft celadon, creamy
yellow or pure white with colorful accents give
the bathroom more of a spa feel.”

Add little luxuries
Small touches like warming towel racks, and

plush, high-quality towels and bath mats can
add a lot to a bathroom, says Dixon.

“Also consider candles and nice lotions and
hand wash. And flowers accentuate any room in
the house,” she says. “Little luxuries can com-
pletely change the feel of a bathroom, and
everyone in the family will enjoy them.” — AP

This photo provided by Grohe shows the
Retro-Fit Shower System which provides
easy renovation that transforms your
bath room within an hour, without
breaking the wall.

This photo provided by Grohe shows Essence New faucets, that come in five differ-
ent sizes, including medium and the large size here. — AP photos

10 ways to make
sharing a bathroom easier
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Ten years after Hurricane Katrina hit New
Orleans, the city’s tourism has not only
rebounded. It’s practically been reinvented.

New Orleans had just 3.7 million visitors in 2006,
the first full year after Katrina. Last year, there were
9.5 million visitors. The city has 600 more restau-
rants than 10 years ago. And hotel occupancy rates
are higher than they were before the levees broke
Aug. 29, 2005, flooding 80 percent of the city and
killing hundreds.

Attractions have blossomed beyond classics like
the French Quarter, Garden District and The
National World War II Museum. Today’s must-sees
include the hipster Bywater neighborhood, the
new Crescent Park along the Mississippi River and a
rebuilt historic market, St. Roch, that was destroyed

by the flood. Bourbon Street is still packed with
tourists, and live music once more spills out of
seemingly every door on Frenchmen Street in the
nearby Marigny neighborhood. But now visitors
flock to the art houses on St. Claude Avenue too.

“It’s a fantastic time to go there,” said Diana
Schwam, author of the travel guidebook
“Frommer’s EasyGuide to New Orleans.” “The post-
Katrina energy that has emerged is insane. It’s just
really fun and exciting.” Scott Berman, US hospitali-
ty & leisure practice leader at accounting firm PwC,
noted that New Orleans was not only a leisure
tourist destination but also one of the country’s
biggest convention destinations. “The group busi-
ness has come back, too,” Berman said, adding that

the city’s challenges were not limited to rebuilding
post-Katrina: “Their rebirth has also come post-
recession.” Here’s a look at New Orleans’ tourism
comeback, including new attractions and Katrina
commemoration plans.

New Orleans tourism by the numbers
The city’s population is down 18 percent from

2004, from roughly 460,000 to 378,000. But its
tourism statistics are almost as high - and in some
cases stronger - than 10 years ago. The city had 9.5
million visitors last year compared to 10.1 million in
2004, the year before Katrina, according to the New
Orleans Convention and Visitors Bureau.

The city now has nearly 39,000 hotel rooms,
according to the visitors bureau, a few hundred
more than it had in 2004 and 10,000 more than at
the end of 2005. Hotel revenue is up from nearly $1
billion in 2004 to $1.37 billion last year, according
to STR, which compiles hotel industry data. Hotel
occupancy is also up, STR said, from 63 percent for
2004 to 69 percent for 2014.

The food scene
New Orleans has always been known for its

unique food: Gulf seafood, Creole cuisine, beignets
and po’boys. But now the ethnic and contempo-
rary restaurant scenes, less noticed by many visi-
tors before the storm, are booming too, making the
city even more of an international foodie hub.

Its string of James Beard award winners has
continued unabated since the storm. New Orleans

now features 1,400 restaurants, from holes in the
wall to high-end, from classic Creole cooking to
contemporary, ethnic and fusion cuisine. Latin and
Vietnamese eateries, long established in certain
pockets in and around the city, have modernized
and gone mainstream.

The craft cocktail trend has helped fuel the ren-
aissance of the bar scene in New Orleans, birth-
place of the Sazerac. Classic restaurants like
Galatoire’s, Brennan’s and Antoine’s are thriving,
but so are those run by newer chefs. One of the
biggest superstars now is Alon Shaya, an Israeli
who left the city after Katrina to hone his skills in
Italy.

A textbook example of recovery
Berman said this isn’t the first time a destination

has used a catastrophic event to reinvent itself. For
example, Miami’s rebuilding after Hurricane
Andrew in 1992 helped turn it from an old-school
winter getaway to a stylish luxury destination. Even
the rebuilding of Lower Manhattan post-9/11
recast New York’s financial district as a tourist hub.

But that doesn’t mean New Orleans’ renais-
sance was inevitable. It took the vision, hard work
and commitment of residents and officials. But it
also wouldn’t have happened without government

funding, private investment, media attention and
the millions of tourists who came not just for Mardi
Gras and Jazz Fest, but to intentionally support the
city by spending their money there and participat-
ing in service trips to help rebuild.

“We couldn’t have gotten where we’ve gotten
in the past 10 years without a lot of support around
the world and we’re eternally grateful for that,” said
Kristian Sonnier, spokesman for the New Orleans
Convention and Visitors Bureau.

Hotels have played a role in the comeback.
“Their hotel inventory has expanded, modernized
and succeeded,” Berman said, adding that the city
has also “become a bit of a test kitchen for new
products and new brands,” especially properties
with an urban chic sensibility designed to appeal to
millennials. For example, Marriott opened its first
AC hotel in the US in New Orleans and plans its first
US Moxy hotel there too. Of course, New Orleans
isn’t without problems, including the highest mur-
der rate of any big city in America. Tourists aren’t
usually victims of violent crime, but shootings and
the city’s reduced police force have made head-
lines. And while economic development has lured
millennials and entrepreneurs, that’s led to higher
living costs that threaten the very mix of race, class
and culture that makes the city so unique. —AP

Revelers pack Bourbon Street on Mardi Gras day in the French
Quarter in New Orleans.

10 years after 

Katrina
New  Orleans’ tourism 

industry reborn 

In this Aug 30,
2005 file 

photo, flood-
waters from

Hurricane
Katrina fill the

streets near
downtown

New Orleans.

A historic marker for Hurricane Katrina
appears along the 17th Street Canal in
New Orleans. — AP photos

Cyclists ride along Chartres St near the
Mississippi River waterfront in the
Bywater section of New Orleans.

Guests sit for a tasting in the main dining room of Brennan’s Restaurant, a historic
restaurant in the French Quarter in New Orleans.
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Stockholm is a highly trend-sensitive
city and no neighborhood in the
Swedish capital reflects that with more
intensity than SoFo. Located in the
heart of the progressive Sodermalm
district, SoFo checks all the boxes for a
proper hipster neighborhood: vintage
fashion boutiques, art galleries, tattoo
parlors, organic food markets and cof-
fee shops that let you know how
deeply they care about their beans and
roasting techniques.

The name, which is unofficial, is an
English acronym that stands for South
of Folkungagatan (gatan means
street), which gives you a hint about
Stockholm’s obsession with New York.
From food trucks to uber-groomed
beards, trends from the coolest neigh-
borhoods of the Big Apple - particular-
ly Williamsburg in Brooklyn - get
picked up here with astonishing
speed. A survey last year found one of
four Stockholm residents would rather
live in New York.

Still, this is squeaky clean Sweden,
which means SoFo is far less gritty
than its hipster counterparts in New
York or London. Even the graffiti looks
neat and sanitized. A good place to
start your visit is Nytorget, a square
given a historic feel by a row of 18th
century houses on the eastern side.
Soak up the atmosphere over a corta-
do (espresso with warm milk) at Urban
Deli, a former post office that’s now a
one-stop shop for urban bohemians,
complete with restaurant, bar and gro-
cery store offering sourdough bread
made fresh at the deli’s bakery around

the corner. If it’s sunny, bring your cof-
fee - obviously made with beans from
small-scale farms that protect the envi-
ronment and worker’s rights - across
the street and join the crowd frolicking
on the lawn.

English bookstore
When you’ve seen enough 20-

somethings with skinny jeans and
androgynous hair-cuts, stroll down
Sodermannagatan to explore the
area’s fashion and interior design bou-
tiques, such as King Lily, Francis Floor
The Store or Grandpa. You’ll notice
how almost all the shops have English
names, a phenomenon that isn’t
unique to SoFo in a country where
almost everyone speaks decent
English but appears particularly pro-
nounced here. Fittingly, there’s an
English bookstore on
Sodermannagatan and it’s not just
aimed at visitors and expats; a clerk
said the majority of the customers are
Swedes.

Even a restaurant dedicated to
Swedish meatballs, the Nordic nation’s
most famous culinary export, has an
English name: Meatballs for the
People. In Swedish it would have been
“Kottbullar for Folket” - judge for your-
self which sounds cooler. Situated on
Nytorgsgatan, it’s elevated this simple
dish to new levels, serving meatballs
with linguine or in a salad with cous-
cous. You can also grab meatballs from
a fridge on the way out, choosing from
a wide variety, including wild boar,
reindeer and even salmon.

If you just want Swedish meatballs
served the traditional way, with
mashed potatoes, cream sauce, lin-
gonberry jam, pickles and a minimum
of fuss, you may want to try Pelikan on
Blekingegatan, a Stockholm classic
with genuine home-style cooking.
With its high ceiling, wood paneling
and tiled floor, Pelikan has a timeless
charm that resists the ebb and flow of
fads in the neighborhood.

Music lovers won’t want to miss
another mainstay in the area: Pet
Sounds, a record store on Skanegatan
that opened in 1979. It has an impres-
sive vinyl and CD collection covering
almost every niche. The owners say
filmmaker Quentin Tarantino likes to
come here when he visits Stockholm.

Several notches
If you’re getting thirsty while sifting

through doo-wop or delta blues
albums, there’s a bar across the street
offering cocktails and live music. It pre-
viously was called Pet Sounds Bar, but
after a dispute with the record store
owners, it changed names to PSB,
which explains why “et,” “ounds” and

“ar” are crossed out on the awning.
SoFo does not have a strong club

scene so if you’re in the mood for base-
thumping nightlife, head down to
Tradgarden in the nearby Skanstull
area. Located under a bridge, it has
that raw, industrial vibe that club-
goers crave but which is so hard to find
in this well-polished city.

Lately SoFo is facing competition in
the hipster rankings from another
Sodermalm neighborhood, Hornstull,
which is a bit rougher and more afford-
able - or at least used to be. However,
some say a gleaming new shopping
mall, the Hornstull Galleria, has
brought down the coolness factor sev-
eral notches. Commercialization typi-
cally doesn’t earn you any points in
hipster-land. Then again, maybe a
shopping mall is so cliche that it
becomes cool? Better check with
someone in Williamsburg. — AP

Neighborhoods: Stockholm’s 
SoFo, a NY-inspired hipsterland 

People dine at Urban Deli in Stockholm’s trendy SoFo neighborhood. — AP photos

The interior of the English Bookshop in the SoFo neighborhood of
Stockholm.

Window of fashion boutique Francis Floor The Store in the SoFo
neighborhood of Stockholm.

“Meatballs for the people,” a restaurant in Stockholm’s SoFo
neighborhood that serves Sweden’s most famous dish in a variety
of ways.
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It was the realization of a dream from a child-
hood obsessed with trains: taking one of the
world’s longest train rides, on the Trans

Mongolian Express and Trans Siberian Railway. The
trip went from Beijing, China, via Ulaanbaatar,
Mongolia and across Russia to Moscow and St
Petersburg with whistle stops in between. It
spanned two continents, seven time zones, many
cultures and more than 7,900 kilometers (4,900
miles).

The logistics are hard to organize on your own,
so I traveled with G Adventures. Arriving several
days early in Beijing to sample the city, I munched
on deep-fried scorpion in a market, climbed

ancient drum and bell towers, explored the sprawl-
ing Forbidden City and saw the preserved body of
Mao Zedong in a mausoleum more resembling the
shrine of a deity. Then our tour group - six in all -
met for our three-week adventure, led by guide
Aleksandr Paramanov.

A week was spent in close quarters aboard
trains. Each car had a hot water boiler, but you had
to bring your own food, water and tea and get into
the right mindset: Relax, chat with new friends or
just gaze at the ever-changing landscape. Or
befriend the carriage attendant, buy a few things

from her and get on her good side. The Trans
Siberian is not a special train with specific runs. It’s
a regularly scheduled train; you book sections and
get on and off as you wish.

Our first run, departing the madness of Beijing’s
main station for Ulaanbaatar, was filled with
Chinese and Mongolian travelers heading home.
After Chinese officials searched the train and
stamped passports in the late evening, the train
was taken apart. Carriages were moved into sheds,
giant jacks raised them six feet and wheel bogeys
were replaced to handle Mongolia’s gauge rail sys-
tem.

Massive jumble
We awoke to see the sandy-brown, scrub-dot-

ted wastes Gobi Desert. Ulaanbaatar, the world’s
most remote capital city, comes into view as the
train rounds a bend. Yurt tents dot the hills around
the city of 1.1 million where more than 100,000
nomads still live under canvas. We explored the
Black Market, a massive jumble of stalls containing
everything from horse blankets to antique Nazi
bayonets. Beware of pickpockets not only in the
market but throughout the city. I lost my credit
cards in a brief bump with someone.

We stood amid Buddhist ceremonies with
monks chanting and sampled horse cooked on flat
metal grills. Later, we slept in a yurt on the steppes
(Mongolian plains). A stove for heating needed
stoking in the middle of the night. Cows mean-

dered through the camp, the twilight on the dis-
tant hills making it seem like a scene from Middle
Earth. Boarding the train again, we readied our-
selves for Russian border officials. Passports were
taken, bags searched and sniffer dogs led through
the train.

After 51 hours, we arrived at Irkutsk, touring
with a guide whose grandparents had been given
15 minutes to pack and leave for a collective farm
in Stalin’s era. Then on to a guest house in the vil-
lage of Listvyanka on the edge of Lake Baikal, the
world’s largest freshwater lake.

Our host took us into a traditional Russian
banya. Bathers sweat it out in a sauna, then jump in
a cold pool. Back inside, we were thrashed with
birch leaves before jumping in the pool again.
Then another scrub with coarse sponges, a warm
rinse and surprise cold dousing - brutally refresh-
ing.

Execution spot
On to Yekaterinburg, a city on the dividing line

between two continents, a two-day ride through
forests and rolling hills on rails that once carried
Soviet exiles heading the other way to the gulag. In
another compartment, strangers fed my travel-
mate caviar,  crabmeat, eggs and vodka.
Yekaterinburg’s highlight is the Church of the
Spilled Blood, the golden-domed sanctuary built
on the site where the last tsar, Nicholas II, and his
family were massacred by the Bolsheviks. A chapel

marks the execution spot. On May 9, we chanced to
see the parade marking the 70th anniversary of the
end of World War II. Tanks and missiles rolled
through the streets as fighter jets roared overhead.

Back aboard bound for Moscow, we were split
between compartments, attempting communica-

tion with friendly but frustrated Russians. In the
Russian capital we explored Red Square, the
Kremlin as well as Soviet monuments and art gal-
leries. Then, more than two weeks after departing
Beijing, we boarded a night train for St Petersburg.
Leaving that final train was hard. We’d all lived a
dream. — AP

Carriages available for tourists outside the Winter Palace of the czars in St
Petersburg, Russia.

Moscow’s Kremlin from a bridge over the Moskva River.

By train, 2 continents, from 
Beijing to St Petersburg 

The Church of the Spilled Blood in
Yekaterinburg, Russia. — AP photos

Military hardware paraded through the streets of Yekaterinburg, Russia as part of
celebrations marking the 70th anniversary of the end of World War II.

The 40-metre (131-foot) tall Genghis
Khan Equestrian Statue at the Genghis
Khan Statue Complex 30 miles from
Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia.

Jeremy Hainsworth , left, and Shelagh
Travers aboard the Trans Mongolian
Express as it crosses Mongolia’s Gobi
Desert.
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SAN FRANCISCO: Google’s latest Chromebook laptop
will be specially designed for corporate customers in
an effort to get more workers off machines powered
by Microsoft’s dominant Windows software. The
Chromebook unveiled Thursday will be made by Dell
and will go on sale Sept. 17.  Prices will range from
$400 to $900, a step up from a line of bare-bones
Chromebooks that have been selling for as low as
$150 since Google teamed up with Hisense and Haier
to make those devices.  The cheap Chromebooks have
helped make the laptops popular in classrooms, but
they haven’t made many inroads in offices.

Google Inc. is trying to win over corporate cus-

tomers with the Dell Chromebook 13, which offers
more flexibility to run a variety of apps that haven’t
been easily accessible on previous Chromebooks. The
laptops also offer more controls for corporate adminis-
trators to limit access and set rules for how workers
can use them. Apple also has been trying to boost cor-
porate sales of its iPad tablet in a year-old partnership
with business technology specialist IBM Corp. and a
wide variety of office app makers.  Microsoft, mean-
while, is pinning its hopes on Windows 10, a recently
released version of the operating system designed to
run smoothly on personal computers, tablets and
smartphones.  

Various PC manufacturers that building Windows
machines for decades have been working with Google
to design lightweight laptops running on the Chrome
operating system since 2011. The new machine from
Dell joins Google’s line-up of other high-end, business-
focused devices that include the Asus Chromebook
Flip and Chromebook Pixel. The Chromebooks will
remain a part of Google later this year after the com-
pany splinters under an umbrella organization called
Alphabet Inc. that will oversee a hodgepodge of busi-
nesses and experimental projects delving into medical
research, city management, drone delivery and driver-
less cars. — AP 

Dell to sell Google Chromebook tailored for corporate users

NEW YORK: What’s in a name? Most corpo-
rate naming experts say Google’s decision to
reorganize its businesses under a new hold-
ing company called “Alphabet” is close to let-
ter perfect. Because it is part of Google’s cor-
porate structure, Alphabet is not likely to
become part of the lexicon like “Googling”
did; it will mainly be used on Wall Street. But
the name Alphabet itself is simple and fits
with Google’s reputation as being “user
friendly and elementary,” says Tom Sepanski,
naming and verbal identity director of brand-
ing firm Landor. “Something about it is so
fundamental,” adds Sagi Haviv, a partner at
identity firm Chermayeff & Geismar & Haviv.
“It’s a metaphor, just like any word can be cre-
ated out of the alphabet, any concept can be
realized.” The move by Google highlights
how important corporate names are. Google
joins a long line of companies that have creat-
ed quirky, confusing and sometimes hard-to-
pronounce company names.

Creating a corporate name - or changing it
- is a delicate balance. A good name must
convey what the company stands for. It
should be catchy, too. But sometimes creative
names backfire: When Kraft Foods spun off its
snack food division and named it Mondelez in
2012, for instance, the reaction was not
enthusiastic. The New York Post ran a head-
line that simply asked: “MONDEWHAAAT?”
Other times, boring names are met with criti-
cism. When HP named its research division
Agilent in 1999, some critics deemed it too
lackluster.

Name game
Most naming experts agree that Google

struck the right balance with Alphabet. “We
think about a name as a first word in a story
but not the whole story,” said Nikolas Contis,
global director of naming and branding firm
Siegel+Gale. “In each case, it’s what’s the sim-
ple idea expressed through surprising lan-
guage.” Nikolas Contis, global director of
naming and branding firm Siegel + Gale, said
Alphabet ranks up there with Apple and
Amazon and more recently, Uber. They infuse
a simple word with key brand attributes.
Amazon’s name, for example, helped convey
the company’s aggressive growth plans from
an online bookseller into an e-commerce
powerhouse that could expand into every-
thing from drones to cloud services, Contis
said. “It was utterly simple and very strategic,”
he said. More recently, the name of ride-shar-
ing app Uber - which basically means a
supreme version of something - helped peo-

ple understand that the company was trying
to reinvent the taxi business, Contis said. “The
best names explode conventions and create
new references points,” he said.

Alpha-bet
Google is staying mum about how they

came up with the name, but CEO Larry Page
explained key reasoning in a blog post. “We
liked the name Alphabet because it means a
collection of letters that represent language,
one of humanity’s most important innova-
tions, and is the core of how we index with
Google search,” he wrote. “We also like that it
means alpha-bet (Alpha is investment return
above benchmark), which we strive for.”

Because the word is a commonly used
word, Google likely invested heavily in it, i.e.
buying licenses or companies with relevant
trademarks, said Landor’s Sepanski. Although
some companies and brands can exist with
the same name (think Dove soap and Dove
chocolate), the simpler the name, the more
likely that someone owns the trademark. “It
was probably a very expensive name,” he
said. “Most real-world names are taken. It’s

hard for me to believe they could register the
trademark without a lot of money trading
hands behind the scenes.”

Building blocks
In the end, the name works because it fits

in with Google’s brand, said David Placek,
founder of Lexicon Branding in Sausalito,
California. “Something as fun and simple as
alphabet works for them,” he said. “If Bank of
America created a holding company called
Alphabet, I think it would be met with good
deal of skepticism.” Google says the new
holding company will provide an umbrella for
its separate divisions like Nest, which makes
Internet-connected home appliances, and
Calico, which is conducting cutting-edge
health research, more independence. The
segmentation of Google divisions under the
Alphabet banner helps the name fit too.
“They probably did need a holding company
to open things up, and show what they’re
doing and where they’re spending money,”
Placek said. “So they’re getting a positive
reception based on that, and also people just
like the name.” — AP 

The ABCs of Google’s 
new name Alphabet

Australian court 
sides with Internet
firms in piracy row

SYDNEY: Australians who illegally downloaded
the movie “Dallas Buyers Club” will not be
asked to pay for the film just yet, after the
Federal Court on Friday decided not to release
their names and addresses. The Federal Court
ruled in favor of Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) who had argued that the release of their
customers’ details could lead to the practice of
“speculative invoicing” in which web users are
asked to pay large bills or face legal action.

One of the ISPs, iiNet, said it was extremely
pleased with the decision. “From the outset,
we’ve never supported online copyright
infringement but we couldn’t sit by and have
our customers bullied by way of speculative
invoicing,” said chief executive David
Buckingham. 

Buckingham said iiNet believed copyright
infringement was best addressed by studios
making their content available in a more
affordable and timely manner. In April, the
court ordered the six ISPs to hand over the
names and physical addresses of the customers
associated with 4,726 Internet protocol (IP)
addresses allegedly used to share the film
online using peer-to-peer file-sharing network
BitTorrent.

But an immediate stay was put on the
release of their details until Dallas Buyers Club
(DBC), the company which owns the rights to
the movie, explained exactly what it would be
seeking in compensation. Justice Nye Perram
said he saw no difficulty in DBC suing those
who illegally downloaded the film for the cost
of an actual purchase of a single copy of the
film for each copy downloaded and the costs
associated with obtaining each infringer’s
name. But he said other claims based on the
uploads and downloads of a file of the movie
on torrent sites were less tenable, including
one in which DBC sought a one-off licence fee
for each uploader.

“The idea that any court would assess DBC’s
damages on the basis that BitTorrent users who
were going to share the film over the BitTorrent
network would have avoided infringement by
approaching DBC to negotiate a distribution
arrangement in return for a licence fee is so sur-
real as not to be taken seriously,” he said.
Perram said he would release names to DBC if it
paid a Aus$600,000 (US$440,000) bond and
met other conditions. “Because DBC has no
presence in Australia the court is unable to
punish it for contempt if it fails to honor that
undertaking,” he said in his decision.  “I will
therefore require its undertaking to be secured
by the lodging of a bond.” Australia is one of
the world’s top illegal downloaders of televi-
sion shows such as “Game of Thrones”. — AFP

What’s in the name?

SAN FRANCISCO: Sundar Pichai speaking at a media event at Dogpatch Studios in
San Francisco, California. Google has unveiled a new corporate structure, creating a
parent company dubbed Alphabet led by chief executive Larry Page, with the
Internet search unit as one of several entities. In a surprise announcement, Page
said Alphabet will be the umbrella company for the tech giant’s research arm X Lab,
investment unit Google Ventures and health and science operations, as well as the
search unit Google, whose CEO will be current vice president Sundar Pichai. — AFP 
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SAN FRANCISCO: Apple says it more than doubled the numbers of
women, blacks and Hispanics hired in the last year, although that
barely moved the needle in terms of improving the diversity of its
total workforce. Like other major tech companies, Apple has been
under public pressure to increase the number of women and
minorities in a workforce that is overwhelmingly male and white or
Asian. Civil rights leader Jesse Jackson has been joined by members
of Congress and other critics calling for Silicon Valley firms to make
their employees more representative of the population as a whole.

Apple CEO Tim Cook said in a statement Thursday that he’s
proud of his company’s efforts, but acknowledged, “We know there
is a lot more work to be done.” The maker if iPhones, iPads and Mac
computers issued a report Thursday that follows similar reports
from Google, Facebook, Intel and other large tech companies. Most
of those companies only began disclosing their hiring numbers
after Jackson began pressing them to do so last year. One excep-
tion is Intel, which has been releasing diversity statistics for more
than a decade. Apple Inc said 35 percent of its new hires worldwide
last year were women, while 24 percent of US hires were black or
Hispanic. As a result, Apple’s global workforce of 110,000 is now 31
percent women, up from 30 percent last year. Its US workforce is 19
percent black or Hispanic, up from 18 percent. That includes
employees in non-technical jobs, such as retail positions in Apple
stores. By comparison, about 26 percent of US workers across all
industries are black or Hispanic.

Critics are especially concerned about low diversity rates among
technical workers, such as computer software developers or hard-
ware engineers, which are usually the highest-paid jobs at most
Silicon Valley companies, outside top management. The number of
black and Hispanic workers in Apple’s US-based technical jobs
increased from 13 percent last year to 15 percent this year. The
number of white and Asian technical workers at Apple also
increased from 77 percent last year to 78 percent this year. The
increases appeared to be matched by slight declines in the number

of employees who identify as multi-racial or didn’t declare their
ethnicity.

In another key category, Apple said the number of whites in US-
based leadership positions dropped to 63 percent from 64 percent,
but the numbers of Asians, Hispanics and blacks stayed the same at
21 percent, 6 percent and 3 percent, respectively. Cook said in a
statement that he’s committed to hiring more women and minori-
ties. He said Apple is also contributing funds to historically black
colleges and programs that provide technology and skills-training
to students in disadvantaged communities. “Diversity is critical to
innovation and it is essential to Apple’s future,” Cook said. “We
aspire to do more than just make our company as diverse as the tal-
ent available to hire.”

In response, Jackson praised Apple for making “solid, measura-
ble progress.” In a statement, he also applauded the company for
releasing a copy of the detailed workforce statistics that major
employers must report each year to the federal government. Apple
and other tech companies have previously refused to make those
reports public. But Jackson said he wants Apple and other tech
companies to go beyond the federal report and provide more
“comprehensive” data on hiring as well as purchasing and contract-
ing with companies owned by women and minorities. He said that
would provide “a much clearer picture of what companies are actu-
ally doing.”

While Silicon Valley companies have been reluctant to disclose
such information, they are publicly embracing the notion of improv-
ing diversity. Intel issued its own report this week, showing that
more than 43 percent of its US hires this year were women or
minorities, slightly better than the 40 percent goal the company had
set for itself. Jackson also cited Hewlett-Packard for taking steps that
address concerns about corporate boards in Silicon Valley, which
tend to have few women and minority members. HP, which is split-
ting into two companies, announced that the board of each spinoff
will include two black directors and four women. — AP 

Apple says more than doubles 
hiring of women, minorities

Tech company under public pressure 

Astronomers photograph
a baby Jupiter in

another solar system
CALIFORNIA: Astronomers have taken a photograph of a
baby planet beyond the solar system that may reveal clues as
to how planets such as Jupiter are formed and influence their
planetary siblings, a study released on Thursday shows.
Scientists used the newly commissioned Gemini Planet
Imager, which is mounted on top of a telescope in Chile, to
find the planet, known as 51 Eridani b. It circles a very young
sun-like star that is located about 96 light years from Earth.

The planet, which is about double the size of Jupiter, is
positioned a bit farther away from its parent star than Saturn
orbits the sun. 51 Eridani b is one of the smallest planets
beyond the solar system to be directly imaged. Still radiating
heat from its formation less than 20 million years ago, or about
40 million years after dinosaurs became extinct, 51 Eridani b is
glowing in infrared light, which is how the telescope saw it. “51
Eri b provides an opportunity to study in detail a planet that is
still influenced by its formation initial conditions,” Stanford
University astronomer Bruce Macintosh and colleagues wrote
in this week’s issue of the journal Science.

Follow-up analysis revealed that the planet’s atmosphere,
like Jupiter’s, is dominated by methane. The discovery pro-
vides an important clue for scientists trying to figure out how
these types of gas-giant planets form and evolve. “51 Eri b is
the first young planet that probably looks like Jupiter did bil-
lions of years ago, making it currently our most important
cornerpiece of the planet-formation jigsaw puzzle,”
University of Arizona planetary scientist Travis Barman said in
a statement.

Astronomers have only been able to directly see a handful
of planets beyond the solar system and nearly all of those
have been five to 13 times as massive as Jupiter. 

Other telescopes, like NASA’s Kepler observatory, look for
planets indirectly. Kepler, for example, looked for slight dips
in the amount of light coming from target stars, a possible
clue that an orbiting planet was crossing the face of its parent
star. Another method is to look for wobbles in starlight that
may be caused by the slight gravitational tugs of circling
planets. — Reuters

SPACE: This series of handout pictures captured by European space probe Rosetta’s OSIRIS narrow-angle camera shows Comet 67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko, with the
image at left taken 14:07 GMT, the middle image at 17:35 GMT and the final image at 23:31 GMT, just a few hours before the comet reached the closest point to the Sun
along its 6.5-year orbit, or perihelion. The images were taken from a distance of about 330 km from the comet. — AFP 

PARIS: The European space probe Rosetta cap-
tured a range of scientific data Thursday as it trailed
an ancient comet past the Sun which could help
scientists better understand the origins of life on
Earth. During its run before the Sun the probe col-
lected particles and gas put off by the comet
67P/Churyumov-Gerasimenko as it delivered a
solar heat-driven fireworks show of gas jets and
shed about a ton of dust per second. 

The samples as well as images Rosetta took of
the comet as it came within 186 million kilometers
of the Sun at about 0200 GMT will be analyzed in
the coming weeks and months, the European
Space Agency said. “It’s really a fantastic milestone
that has been achieved by Rosetta today,” Nicola
Altobelli, acting Rosetta Project scientist, said dur-
ing a online presentation marking the occasion.
“Beyond the obvious scientific achievement, it was

also technically a masterpiece in space engineer-
ing,” he added. However, project scientists said the
washing machine-sized lander Philae-sent to 67P’s
surface last November-remains incommunicado,
with some of its equipment not working properly
any longer.

Experts, however, sounded a hopeful note that
the lander could wake up again and transmit scien-
tific data as well as images from the surface of the
comet to Rosetta.  Pictures taken from Rosetta’s
navigation camera showed that 67P was “very
active” as its surface was buffeted by solar wind and
heat, said Sylvian Lodiot, the engineer in charge of
the spacecraft at ESA’s European Space Operations
Centre in Germany. “There are jets of gas and dust
just about everywhere,” he said. Rosetta, which
continues to shadow the comet on its 6.5 year orbit
around the Sun, “is working perfectly,” he added.

‘Quite worrying’
During the 67P’s solar swingby, Rosetta retreated

to a safe distance of 330 kilometers (200 miles) to pro-
tect its star tracker navigation system from the debris.
The comet is made up of minerals, ice and-most criti-
cally for scientists organic molecules that may have
been similar to the precursors that kick-started life in
Earth’s early oceans. 

“In looking at this comet-a step in that process of
understanding  — we are trying to understand why
our system turned out the way it did, why Earth had
stable water, and the ingredients that led to what we
are today, that is a planet of living beings,” astrophysi-
cist Jean-Pierre Bibring of the Institute of Space
Astrophysics told radio France Inter on Thursday.
Scientists hope the heat of perihelion-when the
comet comes closest to the Sun in its orbit-will have
caused the lifeless voyager to shed a significant layer

of its icy crust. If so, it will disgorge some of these pris-
tine particles left from the solar system’s birth about
4.6 billion years ago. Yet it is not clear if the lander
Philae will help unravel the mystery. 

“We have not heard from Philae in more than a
month and that is quite worrying,” Barbara Cozzoni, a
lander engineer, said during the online presentation.
She noted one of the reasons Philae may have been
out of contact so long is that its transmission equip-
ment has been steadily degrading. One transmitter is
out of commission and two receivers are not working
properly. “We are here we are working, we are trying
to find a work-around to the situation. We are working
hard to get some science from Philae,” Cozzoni added.
The lander, which runs on solar power, has the energy
it needs to operate through October, but after that
days will start getting shorter and the robot lab could
run short of power. — AFP 

Rosetta hits ‘milestone’ in comet’s run past Sun
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00:45 Tanked
01:40 The Lion Queen
02:35 River Monsters
03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 I’m Alive
05:02 Treehouse Masters
05:49 The Lion Queen
06:36 Meet The Orangutans
07:00 Meet The Sloths
07:25 Tanked
08:15 Tanked
09:10 Tanked
10:05 Tanked
11:00 Tanked
11:55 Austin Stevens: Snakemaster
12:50 Lion Battlefield
13:45 Shamwari: A Wild Life
14:15 Shamwari: A Wild Life
14:40 Africa’s Super Seven
15:35 Gangland Killers
16:30 The Lion Queen
17:25 Lion Battlefield
18:20 Shamwari: A Wild Life
18:50 Shamwari: A Wild Life
19:15 Africa’s Super Seven
20:10 Gangland Killers
21:05 The Lion Queen
22:00 Big Fish Man
22:55 Austin Stevens: Snakemaster
23:50 Beast Lands

THE WOLVERINE ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

00:00 Vacation Vacation Vacation
00:25 Bargain Hunt
01:10 Homes Under The Hammer
02:00 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
02:25 Vacation Vacation Vacation
02:50 Vacation Vacation Vacation
03:15 Michela’s Classic Italian
03:45 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic Cookery
04:10 Come Dine With Me
04:35 Bargain Hunt
05:20 Vacation Vacation Vacation
05:45 Vacation Vacation Vacation
06:10 Homes Under The Hammer
07:00 Homes Under The Hammer
07:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
08:30 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
09:25 Phil Spencer: Secret Agent
10:15 Masterchef: The Professionals
10:45 Masterchef: The Professionals
11:35 Masterchef: The Professionals
12:30 Come Dine With Me
12:55 Come Dine With Me
13:20 Come Dine With Me
13:45 Come Dine With Me
14:10 Come Dine With Me
14:35 Homes Under The Hammer
15:25 Homes Under The Hammer
16:20 Homes Under The Hammer
17:10 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
18:00 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
18:45 Vacation Vacation Vacation
19:10 Vacation Vacation Vacation
19:30 Bargain Hunt
20:15 Come Dine With Me
20:40 Come Dine With Me
21:05 Come Dine With Me
21:30 Come Dine With Me
21:55 Come Dine With Me
22:20 Homes Under The Hammer
23:15 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Fast N’ Loud
02:00 Extreme Car Hoarders
02:50 Street Outlaws
03:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
04:05 Junkyard Empire
05:00 What Happened Next?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Dynamo: Magician Impossible
06:50 Mythbusters
07:40 The Carbonaro Effect
08:05 Magic Of Science
08:30 The Island With Bear Grylls
09:20 Dual Survival
10:10 Dual Survival
11:00 Ice Cold Gold
11:50 Ice Cold Gold
12:40 Ice Cold Gold
13:30 Ice Cold Gold
14:20 Ice Cold Gold
15:10 Ice Cold Gold
16:00 Ice Cold Gold
16:50 Impossible Engineering
17:40 Impossible Engineering

18:30 The Island With Bear Grylls
19:20 Dual Survival
20:10 Alaskan Bush People
21:00 Railroad Alaska
21:50 Storage Hunters UK
22:15 Storage Hunters UK
22:40 Storage Hunters UK
23:05 Big Giant Swords
23:55 Fast N’ Loud: Demolition
Theater

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Mako Mermaids
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Suite Life On Deck
08:05 Suite Life On Deck
08:30 Suite Life On Deck
08:55 Suite Life On Deck
09:20 Suite Life On Deck
09:45 Girl Meets World
10:10 Good Luck Charlie
10:35 Aladdin
12:15 Jessie
12:40 Dog With A Blog
13:05 Girl Meets World
13:30 Austin & Ally
13:55 Mako Mermaids
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock
15:25 Austin & Ally
16:00 Jessie
16:30 Jessie
17:00 Liv And Maddie
17:25 Mako Mermaids
17:50 Dog With A Blog
18:15 I Didn’t Do It
18:40 Girl Meets World
19:05 The Next Step
19:30 H2O: Just Add Water
19:55 H2O: Just Add Water
20:20 H2O: Just Add Water
20:45 H2O: Just Add Water
21:10 Good Luck Charlie

21:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
22:25 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
22:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A Teenage
Witch
23:10 Wolfblood
23:35 Wolfblood

00:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 THS
02:20 E! News
03:15 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
04:10 THS
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
10:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:10 THS
12:05 E! News
13:05 New Money
13:35 New Money
14:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:30 Christina Milian Turned Up
15:00 Fashion Bloggers
15:30 Fashion Bloggers
16:00 House Of DVF
17:00 House Of DVF
18:00 E! News
19:00 E!ES
20:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
21:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 Sex With Brody

09:30 The Big Eat...
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 The Kitchen
12:00 Easy Chinese
12:30 Easy Chinese
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
16:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
16:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
17:00 Chopped
18:00 Siba’s Table
18:30 Siba’s Table
19:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
19:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
20:00 Chopped South Africa
21:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
21:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
22:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
22:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
23:00 Food Court Wars

00:35 The Chase
01:30 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
02:00 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
02:55 Emmerdale
03:20 Emmerdale
03:40 Emmerdale
04:05 Emmerdale
04:25 Emmerdale
04:50 Emmerdale
05:15 Coronation Street
05:40 Coronation Street
06:05 Coronation Street
06:30 Coronation Street
06:55 Coronation Street
07:15 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
07:50 Sunday Night At The Palladium
08:50 Paddock To Plate
09:50 Come Date With Me Australia
10:45 Come Date With Me Australia
11:10 Come Date With Me Australia
11:35 Blue Go Mad In Ibiza
12:30 Coach Trip
12:55 Coach Trip
13:25 Coach Trip
13:50 Coach Trip
14:15 Coach Trip
14:40 Sunday Night At The Palladium
15:35 Endeavour
17:15 Breathless
18:05 Doc Martin
19:00 The Chase
19:45 Sunday Night At The Palladium
20:40 Doc Martin
21:30 Breathless
22:30 Callie-Anne Cooks Into The
Wild
23:00 Coronation Street

23:25 Coronation Street
23:50 Coronation Street

00:10 Locked Up Abroad
01:00 World’s Biggest Festival:
Kumbh Mela
02:00 Classified: Secret Service Files
02:55 Naked Science
03:50 Last War Heroes
04:45 World’s Biggest Festival:
Kumbh Mela
05:40 Ultimate Survival Alaska
06:35 Dead End Express
07:30 Hacking The System
07:55 Hacking The System
08:25 Cesar To The Rescue
09:20 Cesar To The Rescue
10:15 Wicked Tuna
11:10 T. Rex Ultimate Survivor
12:05 Make Me A Dino
13:00 Megastructures
14:00 Traveler’s Guide To The
Planets
15:00 Innovation Nation
15:30 Innovation Nation
16:00 Hacking The System
16:30 Hacking The System
17:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
18:00 Star Talk
19:00 Ultimate Survival Alaska
20:00 Hacking The System
20:25 Hacking The System
20:50 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
21:40 Star Talk
22:30 Ultimate Survival Alaska
23:20 Hacking The System
23:45 Hacking The System

01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Web Therapy
02:00 Web Therapy
02:30 Veep
03:00 Baby Daddy
03:30 Galavant
04:00 The Simpsons
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:00 The Goldbergs
06:30 Cristela
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Simpsons
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Baby Daddy

09:30 Melissa & Joey
10:00 Melissa & Joey
10:30 Cristela
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 The Goldbergs
12:30 The Simpsons
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Cristela
14:00 Galavant
14:30 Melissa & Joey
15:00 Melissa & Joey
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 The Goldbergs
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Baby Daddy
18:30 Galavant
19:00 Young & Hungry
19:30 Young & Hungry
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:30 The Nightly Show Global
Edition
22:00 Saturday Night Live
23:00 Veep
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Grimm
01:00 Sleepy Hollow
02:00 Devious Maids
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 Drop Dead Diva
05:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
09:00 The Astronaut Wives Club
11:00 Sleepy Hollow
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Scandal
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 C.S.I.
20:00 Witches Of East End
21:00 Supernatural
22:00 Devious Maids
23:00 Better Call Saul

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 The Leftovers
04:00 Empire
05:00 Good Morning America
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 The Blacklist
15:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 The Leftovers
23:00 Empire

00:00 Abandoned Mine-PG15
02:00 Left Behind-PG15
04:00 Desperate Measures-PG15
05:45 The Last Castle-PG15
08:00 The Legend Of Hercules-PG15
09:45 Aeon Flux-PG15
11:30 The Wolverine-PG15
13:45 The Last Castle-PG15
16:00 Pacific Rim-PG15
18:15 The Legend Of Hercules-PG15
20:00 Red Sky-PG15
22:00 Hitman-PG15

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Siba’s Table
01:30 Siba’s Table
02:00 Chopped South Africa
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Iron Chef America
07:00 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
07:30 Roadtrip With G. Garvin
08:00 Chopped
09:00 The Big Eat...

00:00 Inappropriate Comedy
02:00 The Pretty One
04:00 Liar, Liar
06:00 Foodfight!
08:00 Major Payne
10:00 Foodfight!
12:00 The Pretty One
14:00 So Undercover
16:00 Major Payne
18:00 Admission
20:00 Stand Up Guys
22:00 Let’s Go To Prison

01:30 My Last Day Without You-
PG15
03:15 Zulu-PG15
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THE LEGEND OF HERCULES ON OSN MOVIES ACTION HD

15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Art Attack
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Neverland
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:25 Ducktales
21:50 Lilo & Stitch
22:15 Zou
22:30 Art Attack
22:55 Limon And Oli
23:05 Henry Hugglemonster
23:20 Calimero
23:35 Zou
23:50 Loopdidoo
00:05 Art Attack
00:30 Henry Hugglemonster
00:45 Calimero
01:00 Zou
01:15 Loopdidoo
01:30 Art Attack
01:55 Henry Hugglemonster
02:05 Calimero
02:20 Zou
02:30 Loopdidoo
02:45 Art Attack
Disney XD
06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th
Grade Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Boyster
07:50 Supa Strikas
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Lab Rats: Bionic Island
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 The 7D
10:00 Phineas And Ferb
10:25 Supa Strikas
10:50 Lab Rats
11:15 Kickin’ It
11:45 Mighty Med

05:15 Grand Piano-PG15
07:00 One Chance-PG15
09:00 The Fifth Estate-PG15
11:15 Grand Piano-PG15
13:00 Chalet Girl-PG15
15:00 Seven Days In Utopia-PG15
16:45 The Fifth Estate-PG15
19:00 How I Live Now-PG15
21:00 Every Day-PG15
23:00 Her-18

02:00 Bobby Jones: Stroke Of
Genius
04:30 Salinger
07:00 The Magic Of Belle Isle
09:00 Battle Of The Year
11:00 Salinger
13:15 Australia
16:00 Gravity
17:30 Battle Of The Year
19:30 Hateship Loveship
21:30 To The Wonder
23:30 The Frozen Ground

01:30 Penthouse North-PG15
03:00 Hours-PG15
04:45 Divergent-PG15
06:45 The Expendables 3-PG15
09:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
11:00 Guardians Of The Galaxy-
PG15
13:00 The Love Punch-PG15
15:00 The Monuments Men-PG15
17:00 Muppets Most Wanted-PG
19:00 22 Jump Street-PG15
21:00 Third Person-18
23:15 Rush-18

01:15 Hammer Boy
02:45 The Little Rascals Save The
Day
04:30 Escape From Planet Earth
06:00 The Dragon Pearl
08:00 Cinderella
09:45 Garfield’s Pet Force
11:15 Moshi Monsters: The Movie
12:45 The Little Rascals Save The
Day
14:30 Tom And Jerry: The Lost
Dragon
16:00 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail
18:00 Garfield’s Pet Force
20:00 The Nut Job
22:00 Tom And Jerry: The Lost
Dragon
23:30 Beethoven’s Treasure Tail

OSN MOVIES PREMIERE HD
00:00 Stretch-18
02:00 Snitch-PG15
04:00 Epic-PG
06:00 2 Fast 2 Furious-PG15
08:00 The Fault In Our Stars-PG15
10:15 Epic-PG
12:00 Snitch-PG15
14:00 Cloverfield-PG15
15:45 The Fault In Our Stars-PG15
18:00 In A World...-PG15
20:00 Baggage Claim-PG15
22:00 A Million Ways To Die In The
West-18

02:00 Inside The PGA Tour
05:35 Live Rugby Union ITM Cup
07:30 World Rugby
08:00 Live NRL Premiership
10:30 Live International Rugby Union
12:30 Live NRL Premiership
16:00 Live Rugby Union Currie Cup
18:00 Live Rugby Union Currie Cup
21:00 Live The PGA Championship

00:30 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: 2nd
Quarter Final
01:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 32
17:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 32
18:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: 1st
Quarter Final
19:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: 2nd
Quarter Final
20:00 Natwest T20 Blast H/L: 3rd
Quarter Final
21:00 Live Natwest T20 Blast: 4th
Quarter Final

01:00 Fifty Pills
02:30 The Hurricane
05:00 Meskada
06:30 A Good Night To Die
08:15 The Eagle
10:15 The Station Agent
11:45 The Village
13:45 From Paris With Love
15:15 Dedication
17:00 Frankenweenie
18:30 Wreckers
20:00 Ultraviolet
21:30 Freelancers
23:15 Valkyrie

12:00 The Hero
13:00 Cougar Town
13:30 According To Jim
14:00 Army Wives
15:00 Army Wives
16:00 MasterChef Australia
17:00 Melissa & Joey
17:30 Happy Endings
18:00 End Game
19:00 The Walking Dead
20:00 The Walking Dead
21:00 Melissa & Joey
21:30 Happy Endings
22:00 The Listener
23:00 The Listener

01:50 Alice Doesn’t Live Here
Anymore-18
03:40 Sweet Bird Of Youth
05:40 Across The Wide Missouri-
FAM
07:00 Texas Carnival-FAM
08:15 Return Of The Gunfighter-PG
09:55 The Barretts Of Wimpole
Street-PG
11:40 The Four Horsemen Of...-PG
14:10 East Of Eden-PG
16:01 Murder At The Gallop-FAM
17:20 Double Trouble-FAM
18:50 Elvis On Tour-PG
20:25 Girl Happy-FAM
22:00 Elvis: That’s The Way It Is-FAM
23:45 It Happened At The World’s
Fair-FAM

07:25 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
07:45 Matt Hatter New
08:10 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
08:22 Teen Titans Go!
08:30 Teen Titans Go!
08:55 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:06 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
09:15 Johnny Test
10:00 Adventure Time
10:11 Adventure Time
10:25 Clarence
10:45 Steven Universe
11:10 Regular Show
11:55 Uncle Grandpa
12:06 Uncle Grandpa
12:17 Uncle Grandpa
12:28 Uncle Grandpa
12:40 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:00 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
13:25 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
13:37 Teen Titans Go!
13:45 Matt Hatter New
14:10 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
14:30 Ben 10
14:55 Ben 10
15:15 Adventure Time
15:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
16:25 Regular Show
16:36 Regular Show
16:45 Regular Show
16:56 Regular Show
17:10 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
17:30 Ninjago: Masters Of
Spinjitzu
17:55 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
18:06 Teen Titans Go!
18:15 Teen Titans Go!
18:40 The Amazing World Of
Gumball
19:25 Adventure Time
20:10 Regular Show
20:55 Teen Titans Go! - Elements
21:06 Teen Titans Go!
21:15 Transformers: Robots In
Disguise
21:40 Adventure Time
21:51 Adventure Time
22:02 Adventure Time
22:13 Adventure Time
22:25 Johnny Test
23:10 Regular Show
23:55 Total Drama: Pahkitew

Island
00:20 Total Drama: Pahkitew
Island
00:40 Grojband
01:05 Grojband
01:25 Teen Titans Go!
01:50 Regular Show
02:35 Johnny Test

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack
05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:10 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Miles From Tomorrow
13:25 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
13:50 Miles From Tomorrow
14:15 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
14:40 Miles From Tomorrow
14:50 Doc McStuffins

06:45 Live AFL Premiership
10:00 NRL Full Time 
10:30 Live NRL Premiership 
13:30 World Rugby 
14:00 Live Perth Darts Masters
18:30 Live Top 14

21:30 World Rugby 
22:00 Live International Rugby Union

00:00 The Listener
01:00 Castle
02:00 Transporter: The Series
03:00 Car Lot Rescue
04:00 The Hero
05:00 Cougar Town
05:30 Cougar Town
06:00 According To Jim
06:30 According To Jim
07:00 The Bridge
08:00 Private Practice
09:00 Private Practice
10:00 Transporter: The Series
11:00 Car Lot Rescue

Cartoon Network
03:20 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
03:42 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Clarence
06:20 Ben 10: Omniverse
06:40 Ben 10: Omniverse
07:00 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
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If your morning hunger pangs have awakened, The
Butcher’s Den is offering a new menu of breakfast
delights to enjoy any day of the week. The meat-centric

restaurant will guarantee to rouse you from your slumber
with a delectable breakfast feast.

The menu is imaginatively originaland profoundly
memorable. The Butcher’s Den rendition oftraditional
breakfast offerings of eggs, French toast, crispy waffles and
plump pancakes are married with a meaty accompani-
ment. 

Known for its famous prime meat cuts, the main course
is filled with the steak den’s signature fall-off-the-bone var-
iously grades meats that beefs up your breakfast.As you
glance over the carefully-crafted menu, you will find that
everything sounds enticing. One of your choices is the
stack of short rib pancakes laced with maple syrup and
topped with two fried eggs. Or another favorite is poached
egg sitting atop a bed of crisp braised shredded short ribs
that lay perfectly beneath the egg yolk.Another unusual
but commonly ordered choice is the “Qout” bowl consist-
ing of a layer of mashed sweet potato at the
bottom,loaded with a pileof tender shredded ribs topped
off with jalapenos and a tower of caramelized onions at
the peak. 

Most of the dishes come with eggs that crown your
meal and can be cooked to your liking.Another delicious
choice worth considering, cradles a poached egg that is
nestled into an airy puff pastry pocket along with a strip of
crunchy bacon and sautÈed spinach. You can add a
refreshing drink of freshly-squeezed juices - highly recom-
mended is watermelon which is pleasingly sweet and
hydrating.

A number of side dishes can accompany your main
meal. A requisite are the homemade beef sausages that
are strikingly supple and utterly flavorsome. The first juicy
bite leads to a perfect blend of fresh tender meat redolent
with a mÈlange of spices and herbs. Other side choices
include hash browns, beans, spinach mascarpone and
much more, including a beetroot and goat cheese salad
that is simply delicious.

For the finale, you wander into the dessert zone
whereyou’ll find treats of pancakes and waffles overlaid
with the sweetness offresh assorted berry compote, a rich
and thick sauce that mingles with the scoop of ice-cream
beside it. The Butcher’s Den signature French toast con-
sists of triple-leveled golden brown toasts, lightly buttered,
and layered with jam, Nutella and peanut butter that will
have you craving more.

Situated at the Bidaa’ strip of restaurants, you can
indulge in The Butcher’s Den hearty breakfast from 8:00
am until 1:00pm every day of the week.

Breakfast feast at The Butcher’s Den
Part of The Sultan Center’s Group of Restaurants
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Padaam 2015 Salmiya
Zone wrapped up

The Scientific Center recently inaugurated at Discovery Mall “Have Fun with Lights” exhibition that was attended by a large number of visitors and will conclude on February 26, 2016.

Belated birthday
wishes to our
darling Sinatra

Dias who celebrated
her birthday on
August 10. God’s
blessings for good
health and best wish-
es

from your loving
sister Olesya Dias (UK),
parents and  friends.

GREETINGS

GREETINGS

Happy
birthday
to our

dear son Destiny.
May God contin-
ue to bless, guide
and protect you
Amen. Greetings
from dad, mom,
friends and well-
wishers.  

The closing ceremony of Malayalam Education
Program “Padaam 2015” in Salmiya Zone under the
leadership of Kuwait City MarThoma Yuvajana

Sakhyam was inaugurated by Rev Reji C. Varghese
(Associate vicar of Indian Orthodox Maha Edavaka Kuwait).
Rev. Sam Koshy T. (Vicar - Kuwait City MarThoma Parish)
presided over the function. The Malayalam Basha Padana
Kalari was conducted for the past seven years under the
leadership of Kuwait City MarThoma Yuvajana Sakhyam.

The meeting started with the opening prayer by Ms.
Chechhamma Sunu. Different entertainment programs
including solos, dance, vanchipattu, nadanpattu, group

music & Magic shows were conducted. The function hon-
ored the teachers Mrs. Linu Abraham, Mrs Sharon Sosa
Jacob,  Mrs Sicily Thomas, Mrs Reeja Rachel Daniel & Mrs
Chechamma Sunu.  Certificates was also distributed to the
Students by Rev. Sam T. Koshy. Parimanam Manoj
(Convenor/Vice President) welcomed the gathering &
Anish Thomas (Secretary) proposed vote of thanks. The
meeting ended with the closing prayer by Babu Johnson,
Mrs Sharon Sossa & Mrs Jeslin Thomas compered the pro-
gram.

Announcements
Bangladeshi embassy

closed today

The Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in
Kuwait will remain closed on 15 August 2015 on the
occasion of the National Mourning Day and 40th Death

Anniversary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman.
The Embassy will arrange the following program to observe
the above mentioned day on Saturday, 15 August 2015 at the
Chancery.
Chancery Roof:
09:00 am Ceremonial hoisting of National Flag at half-mast
Multipurpose Hall:
09:15 am: Recitation from the Holy Quran
09:21 am: Observance of one minute silence
09:22 am: Reading out of the Messages
09:30 am: Documentary film show.
09:45 am: Discussion on the day.
10:45 am: Speech by the Ambassador.
This is for information of all concerned.



H E A L T H
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15, 2015

CHICAGO: Talia Pisano stands in her bed at Lurie Children’s Hospital in Chicago.CHICAGO: Talia Pisano, with cake, celebrates her second birthday with family and
friends.—AP photos

CHICAGO: Barely 2 years old, Talia Pisano is
getting tough treatment for kidney cancer that
spread to her brain. She’s also getting a chance
at having babies of her own someday. To bat-
tle infertility sometimes caused by cancer treat-
ment, some children’s hospitals are trying a
futuristic approach: removing and freezing
immature ovary and testes tissue, with hopes
of being able to put it back when patients
reach adulthood and want to start families. No
one knows yet if it will work.

It has in adults - more than 30 babies have
been born to women who had ovarian tissue
removed in adulthood, frozen, and put back
after treatment for cancer or other serious con-
ditions. In lab animals, it’s worked with frozen
and thawed testes tissue. But the procedures
are still experimental in children who haven’t
reached puberty, and too new to have been
attempted. There are challenges to making
immature eggs and sperm from removed tis-
sue suitable for conception. Still, fertility
researchers hope to refine the science while
the first generation of children whose tissue
has been put on ice grows up.

Delicate balance
Families like Talia’s are clinging to that opti-

mism. The dark-eyed toddler who loves
princesses and play dough had an ovary
removed and frozen in April. She was treated
for kidney cancer last year but when it spread,
doctors started harsher treatment including

brain radiation. “It seemed very new and pretty
amazing that we can do something like this
and help her in a bigger way,” said her mom,
Maria Pisano, of Griffith, Indiana. “It definitely
brought some peace” and raised hope for
Talia’s future, Pisano said.

Doctors face a delicate balance in broaching
the idea of yet another medical procedure
when families have been hit with a horrible
diagnosis and difficult treatment plan. The tis-
sue-removing surgeries are typically done
while a child is being sedated for another rea-
son. “We try to be thoughtful about the fact
that their main focus and ours is on the survival
of the child,” said Dr Erin Rowell, a surgeon at
Chicago’s Lurie Children’s Hospital, where Talia
is being treated.

Yet, Rowell added, many families are open
to hearing about saving their child’s fertility.
“That often is the one piece of information that
gives them a glimmer of hope - that we believe
that their children will live long enough to
grow into adulthood and have their own fami-
ly,” she said. A baby boy in Belgium makes sci-
entists think they’re on the right track. He was
born to a woman who at age 13 had ovarian
tissue removed before undergoing harsh treat-
ment for sickle cell anemia. 

Doctors believe she had signs of puberty
when the tissue was frozen, according to a
recent medical journal report. Ten years later
the tissue was thawed, and portions were
grafted onto her remaining ovary. She gave

birth last November after a normal pregnancy.
She is the youngest person to date to have had
success. Although her eggs were likely more
mature than those of pre-puberty girls, the
results are “super exciting,” said Dr. Jill
Ginsberg of Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia,
a pioneer in the field.

Minimal risk
The irony of cancer treatment is that it can

save lives while destroying the chance to cre-
ate a new life. Chemotherapy works by killing
rapidly dividing cells. These include malignant
cells but also hair follicles, digestive tract cells,
and sperm and eggs. Radiation can also dam-
age these cells. Dr John Lantos, bioethics chief
at Children’s Mercy Hospital in Kansas City,
Missouri, says offering children the experimen-
tal fertility-preserving procedures poses no
ethical problems “as long as there’s informed
consent and a desire to do it.” Federal guide-
lines say there should be minimal risk to chil-
dren involved in research, and risks need to be
weighed against potential benefits, he said.

“Kids themselves when they grow up would
likely appreciate having that (fertility) option,”
he said. After the tissue is removed, some is
stored in liquid nitrogen for the patient’s future
use and some is sent to a central research lab
at Northwestern University in Chicago, where
scientists are studying ways to make it work.
Since 2008, the Philadelphia hospital has saved
tissue for about 40 girls aged 3 and up and 50

boys - the youngest was 3 months. A few have
since died but most still have tissue on ice,
waiting for science and adulthood.

Potential chance
Deaths from cancer are uncommon in chil-

dren; about 80 percent survive, “so we have
the odds in our favor,” Ginsberg said. At age 10,
Michael Richert recently finished treatment for
a brain tumor. The North Brunswick, New
Jersey, boy had testes tissue removed earlier
this year at the Philadelphia hospital after a
stem cell transplant, before starting
chemotherapy. He comes from a large extend-
ed family, and from his hospital bed, mused
about playing a Legos video game with a
future son “like me and my dad did.”

His mom, Aileen Richert, says consenting to
the procedure was tough. “But then I was
thinking, years from now, if my son gets mar-
ried and wants to have children, what if I told
him I’d had this option and I didn’t do it for
him?” she said. Parents help doctors present
the details, depending on the child’s maturity,
Ginsberg said. “Some kids want to know every
detail. Others are like ‘I’ve heard enough.’”
When 8-year-old Hannah McStay of Mantua,
New Jersey, was diagnosed with leukemia, the
offer of ovary-freezing forced her mom, Rachel,
to have a very grown-up conversation with her.
Now 11, with her leukemia in remission,
Hannah says the potential chance for fertility is
“a miracle.”—AP

Kids with cancer get futuristic chance at saving fertility
‘It definitely brought some peace’

KINSHASA: A major outbreak of measles has
killed almost 320 people and infected more
than 20,000 in the southeast of the
Democratic Republic of Congo, the United
Nations has announced. “The toll is heavy
and worrying: since January 1, 2015, more
than 20,000 cases of measles have been reg-
istered in Katanga province alone” and
“almost 320 people have died”, the UN Office
for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs
(OCHA) said in a statement this week.
“Dozens of others may have succumbed to
the illness but they don’t figure on official
records,” the statement added.

The outbreak in mineral-rich Katanga is

the worst since 2011, according to Medecins
Sans Frontieres (MSF - Doctors without
Borders), which is on the front line of a vacci-
nation campaign in remote areas. In 2011,
MSF staff immunized about 1.5 million chil-
dren.  In 2013, 9,400 cases of measles were
registered in Katanga, compared with more
than 12,000 the following year. OCHA
warned that in 2015 the situation “is only
getting worse” and said that some of the
affected areas also face malnutrition and
cholera.

Essential care
“In populations with high levels of malnu-

trition and a lack of adequate health care, up
to 10 percent of measles cases result in
death,” the UN World Health Organisation
(WHO) noted on its website. Aid agencies say
that about a third of the affected areas in
Katanga are covered by a vaccination pro-
gram.  The United Nations and medical chari-
ties estimate that more than 2.4 million dol-
lars (2.15 million euros) are needed to com-
plete vaccinations and provide other essen-
tial care. But to contain the disease of “an
epidemic nature”, other serious obstacles
must be confronted.

OCHA cites insecurity provoked by
armed groups, the isolation of some regions

that makes it hard to conserve vaccines
properly, and the refusal of some parents to
allow their children to be vaccinated on reli-
gious or cultural grounds. Though a highly
contagious disease, measles can easily be
countered by a vaccine, which has virtually
wiped it off the map in Western countries.
“Most deaths are caused by complications
associated with the disease,” according to
the WHO. “The most serious complications
include blindness, encephalitis (an infection
that causes brain swelling), severe diar-
rhoea and related dehydration, ear infec-
tions, or severe respiratory infections such
as pneumonia.”—AFP

Measles outbreak kills more than 300 in DR Congo
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First lady’s healthy kids director understands good eating
‘We’re all in the same boat when it comes to that’

WASHINGTON: The new director of Michelle
Obama’s initiative against childhood obesity
knows firsthand the benefits of healthy eat-
ing. Debra “Deb” Eschmeyer and her new hus-
band, Jeff, were preparing to move to
Ecuador as Peace Corps volunteers when her
high school sweetheart was diagnosed in
February 2004 with Type 1 diabetes. The trip
was scrapped and Eschmeyer’s life took a dif-
ferent course. The Ohio native realized other
people could stave off diabetes by cleaning
up their diets. She started a produce farm in
her hometown of New Knoxville, providing
fresh fruits and vegetables to about 100 fami-
lies a week through a community-supported
agriculture program. She later co-founded an
organization that sends volunteers into
underserved schools to plant gardens and
overhaul school lunches.

Seven months ago, Eschmeyer’s path led
to the White House. She’s the senior policy
adviser for nutrition policy and the newest
executive director of Michelle Obama’s 5-
year-old initiative to reduce childhood obesi-
ty. A lifelong child nutrition advocate,
Eschmeyer says, “I’m used to getting things
done.” On her to-do list: protecting a federal
law that introduced healthier foods in
schools. She’ll also help roll out an updated
“nutrition facts” label on packaged foods and
prepare for the post-presidency phase of
“Let’s Move,” the first lady’s anti-obesity initia-
tive.

School districts
Congress has already rolled back some of

the administration’s attempts to make school
foods healthier. A law governing child nutri-
tion is up for renewal this year, and the
healthier school foods are expected to come
under stronger attack now that Congress is

completely controlled by Republicans. Many
GOP lawmakers say the new rules go too far.
The School Nutrition Association, an industry-
backed group that represents school cafeteria
workers, has fought the standards. The associ-
ation says it favors kids eating healthier but
argues that many school districts are losing
money because students aren’t buying the
new lunches.

Mrs Obama says 95 percent of schools are
meeting the science-based requirements.
“There’s not a politician that’s against healthy
kids,” Eschmeyer told The Associated Press.
“We’re all in the same boat when it comes to
that.” A 2002 graduate of Xavier University
with degrees in international affairs and mar-
keting, Eschmeyer bears a resemblance to
actress Bellamy Young, who plays first lady
Mellie Grant on the ABC television hit
“Scandal.” At the real White House, Eschmeyer
replaced Sam Kass, who arrived with the
Obamas in 2009, initially as the family chef. He
later added the senior policy adviser and
executive director titles Eschmeyer now
holds. She earns $115,000 annually and does
not cook for the Obamas.

Political skills
Instead, the 35-year-old likes to take her

three-person team out for “gym and dins” - a
new workout routine followed by a healthy
dinner. Marion Nestle, a food expert and New
York University nutrition professor, said
FoodCorps, the school-based program
Eschmeyer co-founded with financial support
from the federal AmeriCorps national service
program, has been “astonishingly successful.”
Creating FoodCorps required “extraordinary
social and political skills,” Nestle added, “all of
which will  come in handy in the White
House.” “She knows what’s important and has

a good idea of how to get it, and it doesn’t
hurt that she’s utterly charming,” Nestle said
by email. “If anyone can explain to Congress
why the goals of ‘Let’s Move’ matter, and why
the campaign’s very real gains must be pro-
tected, she can.”

Eschmeyer says her husband is in excellent
health and is managing his blood sugar with
an insulin pump, and through healthy eating
and exercise. He’s also joined her quest for an
improved food and agriculture system. Jeff
Eschmeyer works at the Agriculture

Department and is helping the agency find
new opportunities for conservation in agricul-
ture and better ways to help beginning and
organic farmers. Meanwhile, she’s also think-
ing about the post-White House future of
“Let’s Move.” She and Mrs Obama have been
reviewing the program with an eye on “mak-
ing sure that we’re not going to lose momen-
tum. We’re going to find a way that it sticks,”
Eschmeyer said at a forum earlier this year.
“This is something that she’s committed to for
the long haul,” she said of the first lady.—AP

WASHINGTON: First lady Michelle Obama, accompanied by Lets Move! Executive Director
Deb Eschmeyer, second from right, talks with Oneida Gonzalez, 5, center left, and
Jefferson Lopez-Martinez, 5, center right, of CentroNia Daycare Center.—AP
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Kuwait
KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (13/08/2015 TO 19/08/2015)

SHARQIA-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:45 PM
OPERATOR 6:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:00 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 AM
SHAD AGZAA 2:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 1:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
INSIDE OUT 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 4:15 PM
VACATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 4:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
VACATION 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:45 PM
VACATION 6:00 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:30 PM
OPERATOR 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
ANT-MAN 4:15 PM

FANTASTIC FOUR 6:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:00 AM

FANAR-2
VACATION 1:00 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM
VACATION 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

FANAR-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:30 PM
DEKH MAGAR PYAAR SAY - Pakistani 3:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 PM

FANAR-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
VACATION 12:00 PM
OPERATOR 2:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:45 PM
OPERATOR 8:45 PM
OPERATOR 11:00 PM
VACATION 1:00 AM

MARINA-2
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 PM

MARINA-3
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 AM
SHAD AGZAA 1:30 PM

SHAD AGZAA 3:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 12:00 PM
ANT-MAN 2:30 PM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
OPERATOR 1:15 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM
OPERATOR 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

AVENUES-3
VACATION 12:15 PM
VACATION 2:15 PM
VACATION 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
VACATION 3.500

AVENUES-4
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 AM

AVENUES-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 8:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:00 PM

360º- 1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

360º- 2
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MR. HOLMES 1:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:15 PM
MR. HOLMES 8:30 PM
MR. HOLMES 10:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 1:00 AM

360º- 3
OPERATOR 12:15 PM
OPERATOR 2:15 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:00 PM
ANT-MAN 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.3
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 AM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:45 PM
VACATION 3:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
VACATION 7:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
VACATION 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

BAIRAQ-1
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:00 PM

No: 16610
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Arrival Flights on Saturday 15/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
PIA 205 Lahore 00:15
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
SYR 343 Damascus 00:25
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
THY 5582 Bursa 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
KAC 416 Jakarta/Kuala Lumpur 06:00
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
KAC 344 Chennai 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
IRM 1186 Tehran 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
IRA 3407 Mashhad 10:35
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
IRM 1188 Mashhad 11:45
OMA 641 Muscat 11:50
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
IRC 6511 ABD 12:50
MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
IRC 526 Mashhad 14:00
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
IZG 4167 Mashhad 14:30
IZG 4161 Mashhad 14:50
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
ABY 127 Sharjah 14:55
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
KNE 462 Madinah 15:05
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
KNE 472 Jeddah 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
KAC 512 Mashhad 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KNE 474 Jeddah 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
IRA 669 Mashhad 17:10

SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 357 Mashhad 17:30
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
SVA 500 Jeddah 18:00
IRM 1180 Mashhad 18:10
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
CLX 856 Luxembourg 18:50
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 415 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
KNE 470 Jeddah 22:05
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
AIC 987 Chennai/Hyderabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
MSC 407 Sohag 22:45
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
LZB 7787 Varna 23:45
FDB 071 Dubai 23:55

Departure Flights on  Saturday 15/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 413 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
SYR 344 KAC/Damascus 01:25
PIA 206 Lahore 01:30
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50

KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
GBB 4762 Sarajevo 10:05
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
KAC 511 Mashhad 10:20
IRM 1181 Mashhad 10:25
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 10:55
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
IRA 3406 Mashhad 11:35
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 356 Mashhad 11:40
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40
KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
IRM 1189 Mashhad 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
OMA 642 Muscat 13:15
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
IRC 6512 ABD 13:50
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:40
IRC 527 Mashhad 15:00
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
IZG 4168 Mashhad 15:30
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
KNE 463 Madinah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
IZG 4162 Mashhad 16:10
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
KNE 473 Jeddah 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KNE 475 Jeddah 17:50
IRA 666 Esfahan 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 18:45
IRM 1187 Tehran 19:10
SVA 505 Jeddah 19:30
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
CLX 856 Hong Kong 20:20
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:45
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
MSR 607 Luxor 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 415 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 205 Islamabad 22:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
THY 5579 TZX 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
KNE 471 Jeddah 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25

DIAL 161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION 

In case you are not travelling, your proper cancellation
of bookings will help other passengers use seats
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ACROSS
1. (Roman mythology) Goddess of abundance and fertility.
4. Open to debate.
12. The compass point midway between south and southwest.
15. Perennial herb of East India to Polynesia and Australia cultivated for
its large edible root yielding Otaheite arrowroot starch.
16. Brown sauce with tomatoes and a caramelized mixture of minced
carrots and onions and celery seasoned with madeira.
17. A flat wing-shaped process or winglike part of an organism.
18. Electronic warfare undertaken to prevent or reduce an enemy's
effective use of the electromagnetic spectrum.
19. Plantain of Mediterranean regions whose seeds swell and become
gelatinous when moist and are used as a mild laxative.
20. An ugly evil-looking old woman.
21. An esoteric or occult matter that is traditionally secret.
23. Relating to or having the nature of illation or inference.
25. Short account of an incident (especially a biographical one).
27. A long projecting or anterior elongation of an animal's head.
28. An Indic language.
30. European freshwater fish resembling the roach.
34. A state in northwestern North America.
35. Having the surface burned quickly with intense heat.
37. East Indian tree bearing a profusion of intense vermilion velvet-tex-
tured blooms and yielding a yellow dye.
39. A Chadic language spoken south of Lake Chad.
41. A reproach for some lapse or misdeed.
42. Very small species of shrubs of southern hemisphere.
44. A loose sleeveless outer garment made from aba cloth.
46. A compartment in front of a motor vehicle where driver sits.
48. A rare silvery (usually trivalent) metallic element.
49. Not reflecting light.
50. Loose gown of the 17th and 18th centuries.
53. Cause to be bitter or resentful.
55. A power saw that has several parallel blades making simultaneous
cuts.
58. Someone who purchases and maintains an inventory of goods to
be sold.
59. The blood group whose red cells carry both the A and B antigens.
61. French painter noted for his paintings of Parisian street scenes
(1883-1955).
63. Genus of perennial North American herbs with aromatic usually

CROSSWORD 992
cormous roots.
65. Any substance that can be used as food.
71. The younger of two major political parties in the United States.
72. Something transitory.
75. Title for a civil or military leader (especially in Turkey).
76. Goddess of criminal rashness and its punishment.
77. A cut of pork ribs with much of the meat trimmed off.
78. A user interface in which you type commands instead of choosing
them from a menu or selecting an icon.
79. The sense organ for hearing and equilibrium.
80. A mountain peak in south central Sri Lanka (7,360 feet high).
81. Related by blood.

DOWN
1. An organization of countries formed in 1961 to agree on a common
policy for the sale of petroleum.
2. A linear unit (1/6 inch) used in printing.
3. South Asian deer with three-tined antlers.
4. Use up, as of resources or materials.
5. (Old Testament) A son of Jacob and a forebear of one of the tribes of
Israel.
6. A secret agent hired by a state to obtain (military) information about
its enemies or by a business to obtain industrial secrets from competi-
tors.
7. A close friend who accompanies his buddies in their activities.
8. Not set afire or burning.
9. One who works strenuously.
10. The twelfth month of the civil year.
11. The ability and desire to purchase goods and services.
12. Formerly a term of respect for important white Europeans in colo-
nial India.
13. Speaking a Slavic language.
14. Something that remunerates.
22. Squash bugs.
24. Plaything consisting of a child's toy bear (usually plush and stuffed
with soft materials).
26. English theoretical physicist who applied relativity theory to quan-
tum mechanics and predicted the existence of antimatter and the
positron (1902-1984).
29. Jordan's port.
31. Not subjected to an aging process.
32. A traditional Japanese system of unarmed combat.
33. Someone who skates.
36. A federal agency established to coordinate programs aimed at
reducing pollution and protecting the environment.
38. Relating to the blood vessels or blood.
40. A vigorous blow.
43. A challenge to do something dangerous or foolhardy.
45. A woman hunter.
47. Shout loudly and without restraint.
51. Pulled or drawn tight.
52. Roman general who commanded the fleet that defeated the forces
of Antony and Cleopatra at Actium (63-12 BC).
54. Used as a Hindi courtesy title.
56. East Indian tree whose leaves are used for fodder.
57. A silvery ductile metallic element found primarily in bauxite.
60. All the plant and animal life of a particular region.
62. A drama set to music.
64. Someone who copies the words or behavior of another.
66. Fleshy and usually brightly colored cover of some seeds that devel-
ops from the ovule stalk and partially or entirely envelopes the seed.
67. A small cake leavened with yeast.
68. The state of needing something that is absent or unavailable.
69. Large sweet juicy hybrid between tangerine and grapefruit having
a thick wrinkled skin.
70. Most important element.
73. A period marked by distinctive character or reckoned from a fixed
point or event.
74. The force of workers available.
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BRNO: Kalex rider Robin Mulhauser from Switzerland cuts a curve during the first Moto2 free practice at the Masaryk circuit in Brno, Czech Republic, yesterday. The
Motorcycle Grand Prix of the Czech Republic is scheduled for tomorrow. — AP

BRNO: Spain’s Jorge Lorenzo, on
a Yamaha, set the fastest time in
yesterday’s eventful, crash-filled
MotoGP free practice ahead of the
Czech Republic Grand Prix in Brno
today.  In scorching heat, the 28-
year-old MotoGP champion from
2010 and 2012 clocked 1min
56.499sec on the 5.4-kilometre
(3.36-mile) circuit in the morning
practice.

Reigning champion Marc

Marquez of Spain, on a Honda,
came second, just 0.014sec
behind Lorenzo after topping the
afternoon practice.Italy’s Andrea
Iannone, on a Ducati, took the
third spot, trailing Lorenzo by
0.251sec.

Marquez’s team-mate and
compatriot Dani Pedrosa, the
2014 Brno winner, came fourth
ahead of the Italian duo of Andrea
Dovizioso on a Ducati and cham-

pionship leader Valentino Rossi
on a Yamaha.  The nine-time
world champion across all cate-
gories, Rossi leads the overall
standings with 195 points after 10
out of the season’s 18 MotoGP
races, ahead of Lorenzo with 186
and Marquez, the 2013 and 2014
overall  champion, with 139.
Among the top six riders yester-
day, only Marquez and Iannone
managed to improve in the after-

noon session.
With the tarmac heated up to

50 degrees Celsius (122
Fahrenheit), Marquez ran off the
track in the morning practice and
crashed at the end of the after-
noon session.

Rossi also crashed in the after-
noon but resumed the practice,
while Pedrosa was less fortunate,
walking straight to the mobile
clinic with ice on his left foot fol-

lowing a crash early in the after-
noon session.  “Dani Pedrosa is
OK!” the clinic later said on
Twitter.  Dovizioso, Bradley Smith
and Mike Di Meglio also crashed
at the end of the second practice.

Defending Moto2 champion
Tito Rabat dominated the practice
in his category while Moto3
championship leader Danny Kent
of Britain topped the Moto3 prac-
tice standings. —AFP

Lorenzo tops MotoGP free practices at Brno

INDIANAPOLIS: Even Simone Biles’ bad nights
end up looking good. The two-time defending
world champion struggled during the opening
round of the US  womenís gymnastics champi-
onships Thursday, slipping on floor exercise
before recovering late to post a total of 61.100,
1.4 points clear of Maggie Nichols and 2.4
points ahead of reigning Olympic gold medal-
ist Gabrielle Douglas.

Biles hasnít lost a meet in two years and is
considered a heavy favorite to be atop the
podium at the 2016 Olympics but needed to
drill her vault on the final rotation to establish
some breathing room.

Three-time Olympic medalist Aly Raisman
hopped off the beam and will enter Saturdayís
final round in fourth place in the final major
event before national team coordinator Martha
Karolyi picks the six-member team that will
head to Glasgow for world championships in
October. Bilesí spot is locked up but the
dynamic 18-year-old didnít exactly look like her
dominant self. 

Things started promising enough with a
15.15 on uneven bars - which she considers her

weakest discipline - but followed with a work-
manlike 14.8 on beam and then an uncharac-
teristically sloppy floor exercise, her favorite
event. She typically turns her 90 seconds on the
large blue mat into her personal canvas high-
lighted by propulsive tumbling runs that chal-
lenge the laws of physics while doing it with a
smile that can send a charge through the are-
na. Not this time. Biles under rotated during her
final pass and ended up on the ground. The
crowd let out a telltale ìooooohhhhî before
Biles quickly recovered. It’s telling of her talent
that she still managed a 14.9 - one of the better
scores of the night - in what felt like a disap-
pointment.

Breathtaking
Biles entered the final rotation in small dan-

ger of trailing for the first time since her eight-
meet win streak began at nationals two years
ago. That danger vanished in the time it took
for Biles to complete a breathtaking Amanar.
Packing 2 twists into a split second, Biles land-
ed with her feet seemingly magnetized to the
floor. —AP

INDIANAPOLIS: Kyla Ross performs in the floor exercise at the US women’s gymnas-
tic championships Thursday, in Indianapolis. — AP

Biles surges to lead at US 
gymnastics championships
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KOHLER: Dustin Johnson shook off any bitter
memory of Whistling Straits, seizing the first-
round lead at the PGA Championship on
Thursday to steal the show from Rory McIlroy
and Jordan Spieth.

A 28-foot eagle at the par-five 16th and five
birdies saw Johnson grab the early lead just as
world number one and defending champion
McIlroy, Masters and US Open champion
Jordan Spieth and British Open winner Zach
Johnson were heading to the first tee.

With afternoon winds making scoring
tough on the par-72, 7,501 Whistling Straits
course on the shores of Lake Michigan,
Johnson’s score was still atop the leaderboard
at the end of the day.

Sweden’s David Lingmerth mounted the
strongest afternoon challenge, moving as low
as six-under before settling for an impressive
five-under par 67.

“Today was pretty easy,” Johnson said. “I
felt like I was just super-patient, stayed focused
all day and I was swinging well. I was control-
ling it.” Eight players shared third place on
four-under par 68: Australians Jason Day and

Matt Jones, South Korean-born New Zealander
Danny Lee and Americans J.B. Holmes, Russell
Henley, Matt Kuchar, Scott Piercy and Harris
English.

But the names who dominated the build-up
to the tournament found it sometimes heavy
going. McIlroy and Spieth both fired one-under
par 71, with Zach Johnson settling for a three-
over par 75 that left him nine adrift-tied for
86th in a group that also included Tiger
Woods. “I think anything under par this after-
noon was a decent score,” said McIlroy, who
bounced back from an opening bogey with a
birdie at the second, and was even through the
turn after going bogey-birdie at eight and
nine. Along the way he rolled his trouser leg up
to save par from the shallow water of a pond at
the par-five fifth. He got to two-under with
birdies at 11 and 16 before dropping a shot at
the last.

McIlroy settling in 
McIlroy was untroubled by the torn liga-

ment in his left ankle that he suffered on July 4,
although he admitted to some nerves teeing it

up in his first tournament since the US Open in
June. “Once I got those first couple holes out of
the way, I felt like I settled into the round really
nicely,” he said. Spieth was steady as a rock,
parring his first 10 holes before a bogey at the
par-five 11th, where he missed a three-footer
for par.

He responded with a chip-in birdie at the
12th, and also birdied the par-five 16th to fin-
ish at one-under. “I hit some really good putts
early in the round, had some chances to go
under par, even in these conditions that we
had,” said Spieth.

“I think (it was) one of the better rounds in
the afternoon,” he said, adding a note of admi-
ration for Lingmerth’s effort.

“That’s a heck of a round of golf in those
conditions,” Spieth said. In the more hospitable
morning conditions, Johnson opened his
round with back-to-back birdies at the 10th
and 11th before his eagle at 16. He added
birdies on one, two and four, and his lone
bogey, a failed up and down at the par-three
third, was followed by a birdie at the fourth
before he capped his round with a 10-foot par

putt at the ninth.
“You know, I hit it close on seven and eight

and lipped both of those out,” Johnson said.
“And on nine, my first putt I hit it a little too
hard and fortunately I made a nice comeback
for par, to end the day with a good, positive
vibe.”

Things haven’t always gone so smoothly for
Johnson at Whistling Straits. He was leading
the 2010 PGA Championship at the final hole
when he grounded his club in a scrubby
bunker that looked to him like waste ground.
The two stroke penalty and a missed putt at
the 72nd hole cost him a place in the playoff
won by Germany’s Martin Kaymer.

It’s just one of Johnson’s major near misses-
the most recent a three-putt finish to the US
Open at Chambers Bay. For former world num-
ber one Woods it was a tough start in his bid to
avoid a third straight missed cut at a major.

“Probably one of the worst putting rounds
I’ve had in a very long time,” said the 14-time
major champion, who has slumped to 278th in
the world in the wake of injuries and changes
to his swing. — AFP

Dustin Johnson rides eagle to early lead

SHEBOYGAN: Rory McIlroy found the
right answers in his first competition in
just under two months, and the score was
only part of the equation. After opening
with a bogey on Thursday in the PGA
Championship, McIlroy ripped his drive
into the wind on the par-5 second and,
with 286 yards to the hole, hit a 3-wood so
pure that he knew his game was ready in a
major way. It settled 15 feet away and set
up a birdie. It was a big moment.

“I know when I start a season off, the
first couple of rounds are sometimes a lit-
tle tentative, just trying to get your way
around,” McIlroy said after a 1-under 71
that left him five shots behind Dustin
Johnson. “But that was full bore, as good
as I can do, especially with a wind like that.
So it was a nice feeling.”It’s only a start -
for McIlroy, coming off an ankle injury, and
for Johnson, who has been in this position
before.

No 1 and No 2
McIlroy and Jordan Spieth effectively

played to a draw on Thursday as both shot
a 71, even though that’s not the way to
keep score. Both are trying to work their
way into contention going into the week-
end, just as they would at any major.

It’s no less intriguing because of what’s
at stake. Spieth is going for an unprece-
dented sweep of the US majors in the
same season, and it l ikely would be
enough for him to replace McIlroy at No. 1
in the world. A victory by McIlroy would
mean majors in four of his last five seasons
- Tiger Woods, Tom Watson and Jack
Nicklaus (each with majors in four straight
seasons) are the only players to do that in
the last 50 years.

Dustin Part II
Johnson has the first part down.

Counting his 6-under 66 on Thursday, he is
now 37-under par in the opening two
rounds of the last six majors in which he’s
appeared. He’ll try to improve on that,
when winds are expected to kick up and
there will be a 40 percent chance of thun-
derstorms.He said he’s most comfortable

playing in the lead. “There’s less shots
you’ve got to make up. But you still have
to play your game, especially in majors,”
he said. “When you try to push and try to
make things happen, that’s when you can
make some big numbers at the majors.”He
did that at the British Open, following
opening rounds of 65 and 69 with a 75-75
weekend that dropped him from the lead
to a tie for 49th place.

Hardly his worst major heartbreak,
though. There was that three-putt at the
US Open from 12 feet to finish one shot
behind Spieth. There was that 2-iron out-
of-bounds in the 2011 British Open when
he was trying to chase down Darren
Clarke. And don’t forget Whistling Straits
five years ago. He had a one-shot lead
playing the 18th and grounded his club in
a bunker. The two-shot penalty kept him
out of a playoff.

Tiger’s season
Tiger Woods could be playing his final

round of the season yesterday. He opened
with a 75, and while he says he hit the ball

well and couldn’t make a putt, it looked
ordinary to most everyone else. He goes
off Thursday afternoon in typically
tougher conditions and likely will need a
round under par to make it to the week-
end.If not, he will miss the cut in his third
straight major. Woods now has gone six
straight rounds over par, tying his career-
high.

Fast start
David Lingmerth got off to a blazing

start for the second straight major. This
time, he finished it off. A month ago at St.
Andrews, the Swede shot a 29 on the front
nine in the British Open only to post a 40
on the back nine to fall back. He thought
about that round Thursday when he made
five birdies in his opening five holes, and
had a good look at another on the par-3
17th. He missed, and that was that. But he
played solidly the rest of the way, trading
a birdie for a bogey, and shot 67 for the
best score of the afternoon. The advan-
tage goes to Lingmerth on Friday. He
plays in the morning.— AP

McIlroy, Spieth try to make 
up ground on Johnson at PGA

SHEBOYGAN: Henrik Stenson of Sweden hits his tee shot on the tenth hole
during the second round of the 2015 PGA Championship at Whistling Straits
yesterday in Sheboygan, Wisconsin. — AFP

SHEBOYGAN: Steve Stricker felt the love from his home-state
fans. He returned the favor by finishing his first round at the
PGA Championship with a flourish.

Showered with applause and serenaded by calls of “Steve,”
Wisconsin’s native son answered with 1-under 71 at Whistling
Straits. He was five shots behind leader Dustin Johnson.

“Oh, yeah, I feel the ‘cheesehead love’ all the way around
here,” said Stricker, who lives about 120 miles southwest in
Madison. After struggling on the greens all year, Stricker used
a new putter Thursday - the first time in 15 

years he swapped out his old flat stick - and it provided a
boost. He hit his tee shot at No. 18 into a bunker, but capped
off the hole with a 23-foot par putt to finish in the red for the
day.

“That feels like birdie there today,” Stricker said. Ditto for
No. 9, where he salvaged a par with a 12-footer after another
errant drive found the rough. So far, so good with the new
putter.

“I made some putts today, which I haven’t been doing this
year at all,” he said. “It was fun to see the ball go in for a
change.” The 48-year-old Stricker is playing a limited schedule
this season. One of the most respected players on the tour,
he’s eight months removed from surgery for a bulging disk in
his lower back that was causing recurring hip problems.
Stricker has said he is playing a little less this year as a precau-
tion.

His best finish this season was 27th at the Colonial. He fin-
ished 63rd at 3-under 285 at the Canadian Open. A few weeks
ago, Stricker lost his caddie, who is now on the bag for Justin
Thomas.  “It’s a no-brainer. You’re caddying for a 48-year-old
guy versus a 24-year-old up-and-comer,” Stricker said this
week.—AP

SHEBOYGAN: Jordan Spieth of the United States plays his
shot from the 16th tee during the second round of the
2015 PGA Championship at Whistling Straits yesterday in
Sheboygan, Wisconsin.—AFP

Fan favorite Stricker 
flourish at PGA
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SYDNEY:  Australian surf champion Mick
Fanning said he was excited about resuming
competitive surfing after fighting off a shark
in South Africa, but admitted he was
spooked by seeing a fin on his first return to
the waves.

The 34-year-old made headlines around
the globe when he battled a shark on live
television while competing at a world tour
event at Jeffreys Bay off South Africa’s
Eastern Cape province in mid-July.

About a week later, Fanning returned to
the ocean off Australia’s east coast to surf
when he “saw a shadow go through a
wave”. “I was like, ‘You’re kidding me’ and I

was like, ‘Nah, nah, it’s just a bird, it’s just a
bird’,” the three-time world champion said
from Tahiti, where he is set to compete in
the next leg of the World Surf League Tour
this weekend.

However, anxious to catch one more
wave, Fanning stayed out on the water
when he “saw a fin just come up and go
through the wave”.

“I was just like, ‘Are you for real, what’s
going on here?’” he told the tour’s organis-
ers. The surfer’s return to the water was
being filmed by an Australian television pro-
gramme, and he admitted he agreed to take
his board out at a spot he normally did not

surf. Despite his experiences, Fanning-cur-
rently ranked second on the tour-said he
wanted to resume competitive surfing as
soon as possible after the attack.  “If you
leave it for too long, then your mind starts
playing tricks on you,” said Fanning.

“It makes the situation worse than what it
actually is, and so, yeah, I just really wanted
to get back out there.” Fanning said he was
keen to put the South Africa attack behind
him, telling Sydney’s Daily Telegraph on
Friday from Tahiti, “I’m very excited to be
back in the water competing.

“It will be nice for people to start focusing
on something different.” Fanning went on to

add that he was more concerned about the
conditions off Teahupo’o, which is
renowned for its heavy waves.

“Over here it’s pretty unlikely you’re
going to see any big great whites,” the
surfer, who won in Tahiti once in 2012, told
the Australian Associated Press.

“I’ve been here many times. I’m com-
fortable with the wave, it’s just a matter of
surfing right at the right time.” Fanning
told the Telegraph he had not sought pro-
fessional help following the attack but
would “talk it out” with his family and
friends. “It’s not a taboo topic. I talk about
it when I need to.” — AFP

Aussie surfer ‘excited’ to compete after shark attack

JAKARTA: Jan O Jorgensen of Denmark hits a return against Lin Dan of China during their quarter-final men’s singles
match of the 2015 World Championships badminton tournament in Jakarta yesterday. — AFP

JAKARTA: Jan O. Jorgensen shattered Lin
Dan’s dreams of a sixth world crown yesterday,
defeating the Chinese badminton legend and
booking a semi-final showdown against
Malaysian superstar Lee Chong Wei in Jakarta.

The Danish shuttler overpowered Lin 21-12,
21-15, just the third time in his career he’s beat-
en the two-time Olympic champion consid-
ered by many one of the true greats of the
sport. It was an emotional victory for
Jorgensen, who was forced to withdraw from
the world championships on home soil in
Copenhagen last year despite being a real
medal contender.

The second-seed wiped tears from his eyes
as he recalled the training and sacrifice he’d
poured into preparing for this year’s world
championships. “Now here I am, playing some
of the best badminton I’ve done ever,” the 27-
year-old told reporters. Jorgensen had one of
the toughest draws in the men’s singles, and
many did not expect him to emerge tri-
umphant from his tete-a-tete with Lin.

But the fifth-seeded Chinese star never
found his rhythm against Jorgensen, blaming
everything from his physical condition to
crowd noise for his poor showing. Badminton
fans had been pining for a semi-final bout

between Lin and Lee, arch-rivals who for years
have provided some of the most explosive
contests on the court. Lin, who has deprived
Lee of gold medals not just at the world cham-
pionships but the Olympics, expressed regret
the old foes wouldn’t clash again in Jakarta.

“I’m quite disappointed I can’t meet Lee
Chong Wei,” he said via a translator.  “But I have
to accept the result, because I didn’t do so very
well today.” Lee has returned from an eight-
month doping ban guns blazing, convincing
many his gold-medal drought at the world
championships could come to an end in
Jakarta. He brushed aside 13th seed Hu Yun of
Hong Kong 21-12, 21-18 on Friday, his third
high-profile scalp in as many days. Jorgensen
acknowledged the formidable task awaiting
him Saturday, saying Lee was “more hungry
than ever to show he is the best”.

“In my book he needs to have a gold, I just
hope it’s not this time,” he said. 

Chen Long prevails 
Chen Long fought off a stubborn Viktor

Axelsen to win 21-18, 30-29, with the plucky
Dane pushing the top seed to the limit in an
epic quarter-final that lasted more than hour.

It’s not the first time the 21-year-old Dane

has punched above his weight against the
Chinese champion, and Chen was prepared for
the worst when Axelsen went on the offensive
in the second game. “I was starting to prepare
for the third game, but luckily I got it,” Chen
told reporters via a translator.

Chen progresses to the semi-finals where
he will face fourth seed Kento Momota, who
dispatched Hong Kong’s Wei Nan 21-6, 21-14.

The 20-year-old Momota, who won the
Indonesian Open in June, said he was hoping
to face Axelsen but is determined to do his
best against the defending champion.

“Chen Long is the number one seed, so I
hope to prove myself against him,” the
Japanese star said through a translator. In the
women’s singles, world number one Carolina
Marin appeared at her most confident as she
charged past her toughest opponent yet, sev-
enth seed Wang Shixian of China, 21-17, 21-19.

She will face Korean Sung Ji-Hyun after the
ninth-seed beat India’s P.V. Sindhu 21-17, 19-
21, 21-16.  Sindhu’s compatriot Saina Newhwal
emerged triumphant over Wang Yihan of
China in marathon 72-minute contest, while
Indonesia’s Lindaweni Fanetri clawed back to
defeat fourth seed Tai Tzu Ying of Taiwan
before a roaring home crowd. — AFP

Jorgensen to face Lee 
Chong after Lin upset

Eatons packing
everything but

the medals
for Beijing

RALEIGH: Decathlon world record holder Ashton
Eaton and heptathlon favourite Brianne Theisen-
Eaton will not be travelling light in their journey to
the Beijing world championships.

One elite athlete travelling to a country with unfa-
miliar cuisine for a major international meeting fol-
lowed by a vacation in Japan might be expected to
have quite a few bags with them.

When it is a married couple both competing in
multi-discipline events with high hopes of gold
medals, the result is a mountain of baggage that
would test even the most generous airline allowance.

“1 month. 5 suitcases. 18 pairs of shoes. 20 pounds
of food,” the couple wrote recently in an attention-
grabbing heading to a blog post.

“Packing is an ordeal for us no matter where we’re
going, but this month long trip to Asia for the world
championships is one of the biggest yet,” the Oregon
athletes added.

So what are husband and wife taking? The Eatons-
he is American, she Canadian-spell it out, complete
with pictures, on their blog, www.weareeaton.com

Along with shoes for non-training and competi-
tion, there is lots of training equipment: Pole vault
poles, tape, bands and straps.

But 20 pounds (9kgs) of food? “We normally don’t
go this crazy,” they said. “However in

China, we’re not sure what will be available to us
and although we enjoy trying food from different cul-
tures, when we’re going somewhere to compete we
like to stick to what we’re used to.”

There is a reason, they said. “It’s important we keep
up our protein consumption during competition, so
bringing easy protein sources like salmon, tuna,
canned chicken, beef jerky, nuts and seeds, and
almond butter are perfect options,” the couple point-
ed out.

“Oatmeals and cereals make breakfasts easy, and
we never go anywhere without gum or electrolytes.”
But there is more. “A hard drive with tons of movies
because we sit around the hotel with nothing to do
for most of the day,” they said. Also, “Ibuprofen. After
two days of competing, we’re hurting.”

But even with the best laid plans, there is the last
minute scramble. “We’re always up really late the
night before, packing, cleaning, and doing last
minute errands,” the couple said. And trying to
remember to bring their passports. “Brianne has for-
gotten hers before.” — Reuters
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TORONTO: The surging Toronto Blue Jays
won their 11th straight game Thursday,
beating the Oakland Athletics 4-2 behind
Mark Buehrle’s arm and Ryan Goins’ bat. The
AL East leaders, who also won 11 in a row in
June, became the first team to post a pair of
winning streaks of at least 11 since Cleveland
in 1954. Toronto finished off a three-game
sweep and hosts the second-place New York
Yankees in a three-game set beginning
Friday night. David Price starts the opener
for the Blue Jays. Buehrle (13-5) won his
fourth straight decision and improved to 8-1
in 14 starts since May 29.  He allowed two
runs and seven hits in seven-plus innings.
Roberto Osuna worked the ninth for his 12th
save.Goins hit a three-run homer during a
four-run second against Jesse Chavez (6-12).

Giants 3, Nationals 1
San Francisco answered right back after

Yunel Escobar hit the game’s first pitch for a
home run, Ryan Vogelsong settled in to win
for the first time in more than seven weeks,
and the Giants beat Washington. Matt Duffy
and Buster Posey hit RBI singles in the bot-
tom of the first against Stephen Strasburg (6-
6) for the defending champions to kick off a
key four-game series in a rematch of last
fall’s NL division series won in four games by
the Giants. Vogelsong (8-8) allowed one run
on three hits, struck out eight and walked
four over five innings for his first victory in
five starts since June 24 as San Francisco
won for just the second time in seven games.
Both teams sit  in second place in their
respective divisions looking to make a move
over the final eight weeks. Santiago Casilla
finished for his 28th save.

Reds 10, Dodgers 3
Billy Hamilton had a career-high four hits,

including a solo homer,  to help the
Cincinnati Reds defeat former teammate Mat
Latos and NL West-leading Los Angeles for
just its third victory in nine games. Hamilton
went 4 for 4 with four runs scored and two
RBIs for the Reds, who piled up 15 hits while
never trailing against a team coming off con-
secutive shutout victories. Rookie Keyvius
Sampson (2-1) allowed two runs and five hits
in five innings. The right-hander struck out
three and walked one in winning his second
straight. Latos (4-9) gave up five runs and
seven hits in 4 2/3 innings. Brandon Phillips
went 2 for 5, drove in three runs and scored
a run on a night when Joey Votto went 1 for
4 and drew his major league-leading 32nd
walk for the Reds.

Pirates 10, Cardinals 5
Pedro Alvarez homered in a seven-run

first inning and Pittsburgh broke an eight-
game losing streak at Busch Stadium, beat-
ing St. Louis. The Pirates moved within six
games of the first-place Cardinals in the NL
Central with their 12th victory in 18 games.
St. Louis, which won the first two in the
series, has won the last seven sets between
the teams at Busch Stadium. Alvarez had
three hits  as the Pirates held on.  The
Cardinals closed their seven-run deficit to 7-
5 in the seventh. Francisco Liriano (8-6)
pitched six innings. Lance Lynn (9-7) got just
two outs in the shortest of his 119 career
starts.

Cubs 9, Brewers 2 
Kyle Schwarber hit two homers and drove

in four runs,  Jon Lester won his fourth
straight decision and the Chicago Cubs beat
the Milwaukee Brewers for their seventh vic-
tory in a row. Schwarber, Dexter Fowler and

Anthony Rizzo each homered in the fifth
inning as Chicago won for the 13th time in
14 games. The Cubs’ winning streak is their
longest since 2011. The Cubs, holding the
lead for the second NL wild-card spot, com-
pleted their first undefeated homestand of
at least seven games since 2008. Lester (8-8)
struck out 10 in six innings. He gave up two
runs and seven hits. Tyler Cravy (0-4) allowed
four runs and four hits in 4-1/3 innings.

Angels 7, Royals 6
C.J. Cron and Kole Calhoun each drove in

a pair of runs in the ninth inning, rallying Los
Angeles past Kansas City and its  stout
bullpen for a victory and an end to its seven -
game skid against the Royals. Kansas City
had built a 5-1 advantage heading to the
eighth, but All-Star reliever Wade Davis
coughed up two runs in his first appearance
since Aug. 6, when a stiff back put him on
the shelf. Greg Holland (3-1) entered in the
ninth and gave up a leadoff single, a walk
and threw a wild pitch. Cron followed with a
pinch-hit double to tie the game, and after
Johnny Giavotella singled, Calhoun added
his go-ahead double into the right-field cor-
ner. Jose Alvarez (3-3) tossed 1 2/3 scoreless
innings to earn the win.

Mets 12, Rockies 3
Curtis Granderson and Kelly Johnson each

homered and drove in three runs, powering
the New York Mets to a rout of the Colorado
Rockies that completed a four-game sweep
Thursday. Noah Syndergaard (7-6) recovered
nicely from a rocky start - he allowed first-
inning homers by DJ LeMahieu and Nolan
Arenado - for his latest win at Citi Field,
where the Mets have won 10 straight against
Colorado. With their seventh consecutive
home win and 11th in 13 games overall, the
NL East leaders (63-52) moved 11 games
over .500 for the first time since June 27,

2010. Johnson also doubled twice, including
a two-out hit that broke a tie in the third
inning. Granderson connected for his 20th
homer in the fourth, a two-run shot off rook-
ie Eddie Butler (3-10). Pinch-hitter Juan
Lagares capped the offensive outburst,
launching a three-run drive off reliever
Tommy Kahnle in the eighth.

Rangers 6, Twins 5
Mitch Moreland drove in four runs on a

career-high four hits, including a two-run
homer to help the Texas Rangers avoid a

sweep at  Minnesota and ral ly  past  the
Twins. Elvis Andrus hit the go-ahead sacri-
fice fly in the eighth inning against Casey
Fien (2-5) after Adrian Beltre and Moreland
started the f rame with  s ingles .  Twins
starter Ervin Santana squandered a 4-0
lead, thanks to the towering two-run shot
by Moreland in the fourth and a two-run,
go-ahead double by the first baseman in
the fifth. Keone Kela (6-5) got four outs for
the victory after relieving Chi Chi Gonzalez.
Shawn Tolleson pitched a perfect ninth for
his 21st save in 22 tries. — AP

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      
Toronto 64 52 .552 -       
NY Yankees 62 51 .549 0.5   
Tampa Bay 58 56 .509 5       
Baltimore 57 56 .504 5.5   
Boston 50 64 .439 13      

Central Division
Kansas City 68 46 .596 -       
Minnesota 57 57 .500 11      
Detroit 55 59 .482 13      
Chicago White Sox 54 58 .482
13      
Cleveland 53 60 .469 14.5  

Western Division
Houston 62 53 .539 -       
LA Angels 60 54 .526 1.5  
Texas 56 57 .496 5       
Seattle 54 61 .470 8       
Oakland 51 65 .440 11.5  

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 63 52 .548 -       
Washington 58 56 .509 4.5   
Atlanta 51 63 .447 11.5  
Miami 46 68 .404 16.5  
Philadelphia 46 69 .400 17      

Central Division
St. Louis 73 41 .640 -       
Pittsburgh 66 46 .589 6       
Chicago Cubs 65 48 .575 7.5   
Cincinnati 51 62 .451 21.5  
Milwaukee 48 68 .414 26      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 64 51 .557 -       
San Francisco 61 53 .535 2.5   
Arizona 56 57 .496 7       
San Diego 54 61 .470 10      
Colorado 47 66 .416 16    

MLB results/standings
NY Mets 12, Colorado 3; Toronto 4, Oakland 2; Texas 6, Minnesota 5; Chicago Cubs 9, Milwaukee
2; NY Yankees 8, Cleveland 6; Pittsburgh 10, St. Louis 5; LA Angels 7, Kansas City 6; Cincinnati 10,
LA Dodgers 3; San Francisco 3, Washington 1.

Sizzling Blue Jays win 11th in a row

LOS ANGELES: Cincinnati Reds’ Billy Hamilton hits a single as Los Angeles Dodgers catcher A.J. Ellis watches during the sixth inning of a
baseball game, Thursday, in Los Angeles. — AP
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GALLE: Dinesh Chandimal smashed an
unbeaten 162 off 169 balls to lead a brilliant
revival by Sri Lanka on the third day of the
first Test against India at Galle yesterday.

The hosts, who trailed India by 192 runs
in the first innings, were reduced to 95-5 in
their  second knock before Chandimal
launched an audacious counter-attack to
steer his team away from imminent disaster.

Sri Lanka went on to make 367, setting
India a tricky target of 176 runs to take the
lead in the three-match series. India ended
the day at a shaky 23 for one after Lokesh
Rahul was trapped leg-before by Rangana
Herath for five. First-innings century-maker
Shikhar Dhawan was unbeaten on 13 and
nightwatchman Ishant Sharma was on five. 

The 25-year-old Chandimal hit four sixes-
one of them a spectacular reverse sweep off
Harbhajan Singh over the mid-wicket
boundary-and 19 boundaries in his fourth
Test century.

Chandimal put on 125 for the sixth wicket
with Lahiru Thirimanne (44) and 82 for the
seventh with Jehan Mubarak (49) to frustrate
India’s bid to force an early win.  

Chandimal and Thirimanne, who joined
hands before lunch with their team still 98
runs away from wiping the deficit, batted
through a major part of the post-lunch ses-
sion.

India miss DRS 
As the pair settled down, the Indians were

left to rue the refusal by their powerful crick-
et board to use the Decision Review System
(DRS) for their bilateral matches. 

Both batsmen were fortunate to get into
double figures after surviving three appeals
for catches close to the wicket-two against
Chandimal and one against Thirimanne-in a
10-minute period before lunch. Replays
showed all three catches were clean, but the

absence of DRS meant India could not ask
for reviews from the television umpire.

Chandimal said aggressive batting had
been necessary after five wickets had fallen
and praised Thirimanne and Mubarak for
their support at the other end. 

“I am really very happy with the way I
handled the situation today with the help of
Thirimanne and Mubarak,” he said.

“The wicket was turning and there was a

lot of pressure on us. But it was also impor-
tant to score runs instead of just staying at
the wicket.

“It is my best innings but the value of my

hundred will be known if we win the match.
The happiness of winning the match will be
greater than the happiness of scoring a hun-
dred.

Rahane sets record 
Ajinkya Rahane set a new world record for

most catches by a fielder other than a wick-
et-keeper when he claimed eight catches in
the Test-three in the first innings and five in
the second.

Rahane said he had worked hard on his
fielding and catching close to the wicket, but
celebrating the new record was not on his
mind.

“I was surprised when team-mates told
me of the record, but my focus now is entire-
ly how we bat tomorrow,” the Indian bats-
man said.

“We have to take it by the session, but we
also have to be positive and ensure the runs
keep flowing. The morning session will be
very crucial. “Batting is our strength and I am
confident we can win the match.” Ashwin
finished with 10 wickets in the match, hav-
ing taken six in the first innings and four in
the second. 

Earlier, Kumar Sangakkara scored 40 in his
penultimate Test and captain Angelo
Mathews made 39, the pair adding 87 for the
fourth wicket after Sri Lanka lost nightwatch-
man Dhammika Prasad off the first ball of
the match to make it 5-3.

Sangakkara received a standing ovation
from some 1,500 home fans as he walked
back after playing his final innings at the
Galle International Stadium. — AFP

SYDNEY:  Batsman Steve Smith was yester-
day named Australia’s new Test captain to
replace Michael Clarke, who announced his
retirement after his side’s drubbing in the
current Ashes series, Cricket Australia said.

David Warner, 28, will be the Test team’s
vice-captain. Smith, who skippered
Australia in Tests against India during the
last home season when Clarke was side-
lined with a hamstring injury, was the natu-
ral choice for the position, Cricket Australia
said.

“When Michael made his decision to
retire last week it was a very straightforward
decision for us to nominate Steve as his suc-
cessor,” national selector Rod Marsh said in
a statement.

“He has big shoes to fill but everything
about him suggests he is the right man for

the job. At 26, he is a fine young man with
extraordinary talent, excellent leadership
qualities and a terrific temperament.

“He is highly regarded by the selectors
and we congratulate him on being appoint-
ed to the role on an ongoing basis. He
should be incredibly proud.” Smith, who
was widely expected to replace Clarke and
whose appointment was endorsed at
Cricket Australia’s August board meeting
on Friday, will also be Australia’s T20 cap-
tain during their tour of the British Isles, due
to Aaron Finch’s injury. The meeting also
endorsed a recommendation that opening
batsman Warner serve as Smith’s deputy in
Test matches and become vice-captain in
the upcoming one-day international series
in Ireland and Britain.

Australia’s next Test series is against

Bangladesh in September and October.
Marsh said Warner, who has attracted con-
troversy over several incidents  including
punching England’s Joe Root in 2013, had
“matured and developed into an important
senior figure in the Australian team”.

“He has come a long way,” Marsh said.
“He had valuable experience captaining the
Sunrisers in the IPL (Indian Premier League)
earlier this year and we are confident he will
provide strong support to Steve as his
deputy. 

“We believe that he will respond well to
the added responsibility of leadership.”
Clarke, 34, announced he was retiring after
England completed a crushing innings and
78-run victory at Trent Bridge in the fourth
Test to take an unbeatable 3-1 lead in the
five-match Ashes series. He will play his final

Test at The Oval later this month.
Cricket Australia chairman Wally

Edwards endorsed the side’s new leader-
ship. “We have all seen Steve Smith’s clear
leadership potential and believe he can per-
form an excellent job for Australian cricket
over many years,” said Edwards.

“We supported the recommendation to
appoint David Warner as vice-captain, not-
ing his role as a leading batsmen, his devel-
opment and emergence as a leader within
the team.”

Smith, who scored a century in every
Test he captained in Australia last summer,
had promised to be less defensive if hand-
ed the job of captaining the nation’s eleven.

“If I am named the captain I would like
to lead from the front with my performanc-
es, for sure,” he said this week. — AFP

Smith named Australia’s new Test captain

Sri Lanka 2nd innings (Overnight: 5-2)
D. Karunaratne b Ashwin 0   
K. Silva b Mishra 0   
D. Prasad c Rahane b Aaron 3   
K. Sangakkara c Rahane b Ashwin 40  
A. Mathews c Rahul b Mishra 39  
D. Chandimal not out 162 
L. Thirimanne c Rahane b Ashwin 44  
J. Mubarak c Rahane b H. Singh 49  
R. Herath c Rahane b Mishra 1   
T. Kaushal c Saha b I. Sharma 7   
N. Pradeep b Ashwin 3   
Extras (b-3 nb-8 w-8) 19  
Total (all out, 82.2 overs) 367 
Fall of wickets: 1-0 D. Karunaratne, 2-1 K. Silva, 3-5
D. Prasad, 4-92 K. Sangakkara, 5-95 A. Mathews,

6-220 L. Thirimanne, 7-302 J. Mubarak, 8-319 R.
Herath, 9-360 T. Kaushal, 10-367 N. Pradeep.
Bowling: R. Ashwin 28.2-6-114-4, A. Mishra 17-2-
61-3 (nb-2), H. Singh 17- 0-73-1, V. Aaron 7-0-39-1
(w-8), I. Sharma 13-0-77 1(nb-6).        
India 2nd innings (Target: 176 runs)
L. Rahul lbw b Herath 5   
S. Dhawan not out 13  
I. Sharma not out 5   
Extras 0   
Total (for 1 wickets, 8 overs) 23  
Fall of wickets: 1-12 L. Rahul
To bat: R. Sharma, V. Kohli, A. Rahane, W. Saha, R.
Ashwin, H. Singh, A. Mishra, V. Aaron.
Bowling: D. Prasad 2-1-2-0, R. Herath 3-0-13-1, K.
Silva 3-1-8-0. 

SCOREBOARD
Scoreboard at stumps on the third day in the first Test between Sri Lanka and India yesterday
in Galle, Sri Lanka Sri Lanka 1st innings 183 (A. Mathews 64, D. Chandimal 59; R. Ashwin 6-46).
India 1st innings 375 (S. Dhawan 134, V. Kohli 103, W. Saha 60; T. Kaushal 5-134).

Brilliant Chandimal turns the tables on India

GALLE: Sri Lankan cricketer Dinesh Chandimal celebrates his century (100 runs)
during the third day of the opening Test match between Sri Lanka and India at
the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle yesterday. —  AFP 

GALLE: Ajinkya Rahane of India set a new
world fielding record when he took eight
catches in the first Test against Sri Lanka in
Galle yesterday.

Rahane grabbed three catches in the first
innings and five more in the second to sur-
pass five fielders, excluding wicket-keepers,
who had all taken seven catches in a Test.
Most catches in a Test match (excluding
wicket-keepers):
8 - Ajinkya Rahane (IND) v Sri  Lanka,

Galle, 2015
7 - Greg Chappell (AUS) v England, Perth
1974
7 - Yajurvindra Singh (IND) v England,
Bangalore, 1977
7 - Hashan Tillakaratne (SRI) v New Zealand,
Colombo, 1992
7 - Stephen Fleming (NZL) v Zimbabwe,
Harare, 1997
7 - Matthew Hayden (AUS) v Sri Lanka,
Galle, 2004. — AFP

Rahane sets new catches record
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PARIS: Since rugby turned professional in
1995, 10 players have represented England
after switching to the 15-man code from
rugby league.

Sam Burgess will become the 11th on
Saturday - and he is creating more buzz and
debate than any of his dual-code predeces-
sors .Just 10 months into his union career,
“Slammin’ Sam” will  make a last-ditch
attempt to get into England’s Rugby World
Cup squad when he plays against France at
Twickenham on Saturday.  For that reason,
it’s as much an audition as a debut for a
player whom England coach Stuart
Lancaster could end up staking his reputa-
tion on at next month’s global showpiece.

“I do think the longer Sam plays the game
and the more opportunities we give him, the
better he’ll become,” Lancaster said. “This is
the next step: to see if he can make the step
to becoming an international player.”

There are reservations over Burgess,
though. He is only being considered as a
center by Lancaster,  despite fail ing to

impress in that position in his first season
with Bath in the English league because of
his positioning and reading of the game.

Burgess was also tried out as a blindside
flanker by Bath, and fared better in that posi-
tion.

However, England is well-stocked in the
back row but short of hard-running ball car-
riers in 

midfield, especially with Manu Tuilagi
unavailable for the World Cup following his
conviction for assaulting a taxi driver and
two female police officers during a night
out.

‘Defensive decision-making ‘
For that reason, a strong showing at

inside center against the French could earn
Burgess a World Cup call-up as one of
England’s likely four centers. Ex-England
players fear it could be the wrong decision.

Martin Johnson, England’s World Cup-
winning captain from 2003, said Burgess
may struggle with the “nuances” of playing

at center “which aren’t in rugby league.”
Former scrumhalf Matt Dawson said that in
detailing Burgess’ attributes, “Lancaster did-
n’t talk about reading the game, game-
anagement, analysis, positioning. Burgess
hasn’t got it.”

And former center Mike Tindall expressed
concerns about Burgess’ “defensive deci-
sion-making,” saying “his initial instinct is to
chase a hit and that might mean there may
be the opportunity to play around him a lit-
tle bit.”

“I prefer him in that No. 6 role where he
can stick to his primal game,” Tindall said.
Burgess arrived in union in October last year,
a month after ending his rugby league
career by guiding the South Sydney
Rabbitohs to victory in the NRL grand final.
In that match, he fractured his eye socket
and cheekbone in the first minute of the
match, but played on and became the first
non-Australian to be named man of the
match in the final.

That cemented the “hard man” image of

a man who is 1.96 meters tall and weighs in
at 114 kilograms.And England’s tactics
regarding Burgess should be simple against
France: Give him a crash ball and let him
wreak havoc. “If you are struggling to get
over the gain-line, then all you have to do is
give it to Sam and he 

will get you that momentum back,” said
Henry Slade, who will be Burgess’ midfield
partner at Twickenham today.

“He is a big weapon to be able to use. He
also has a lot of experience in league and
played in a very successful side. He has got
that experience of being a winner.”

And that could be the attribute that per-
suades Lancaster to take a gamble on
Burgess for the 

World Cup. Burgess is a big-game player
with a strong character, and commands
respect from those around him. He’ll still
needs to perform against France, however.

“What happens in the next two weeks will
finalize the decision,” Lancaster said. “Sam’s
not got a free pass.”— AP

Judgment Day for Sam Burgess with World Cup spot at stake

CLEVELAND: Quarterback Kirk Cousins #8 looks for a pass with protection from guard Josh LeRibeus #67 of the
Washington Redskins during the first half against the Cleveland Browns at FirstEnergy Stadium on Thursday in
Cleveland, Ohio.   — AFP

McCown throws TD, Manziel scores in Browns’ loss
CLEVELAND: Josh McCown scored on his first preseason pos-
session with Cleveland. Robert Griffin III and Washington’s
starters still can’t find the end zone. McCown threw a touch-
down pass in his debut for Cleveland and backup Johnny
Manziel  scrambled for a TD as the Browns, busting out new
uniforms for the first time, built an early lead before losing 20-
17 to the Redskins on Thursday night in their exhibition open-
er.

Signed during the offseason to bring stability to Cleveland’s
troublesome position and mentor Manziel, McCown connect-
ed with Travis Benjamin on a 2-yard TD in the first quarter.
After scrambling from pressure, McCown was about to throw
the ball away when he saw Benjamin waving and wide open.

“I thought, ‘Is he back there by his self?’” McCown said. “He
looked lonely, so I threw him the football.” Griffin III went 4 of 8
passing for 36 yards during two possessions with the starters.
Griffin would have thrown a TD pass, but wide receiver Pierre
Garcon dropped a long toss. Kirk Cousins rallied the Redskins,
who trailed 14-3 in the second quarter. Cousins ran for a TD
and went 12 of 14 for 154 yards.

The win was costly for Washington, which lost starting tight
end Niles Paul to a broken ankle and running back Silas Reed
sustained a knee injury. “I’m sick about it,” coach Jay Gruden
said of Paul’s season-ending injury. “He means a lot to this
team.”

McCown, who went just 1-10 as a starter last year with
Tampa Bay, was sharp during his one series. The 36-year-old
completed all five passes and displayed a veteran’s poise on
his TD pass to Benjamin.

Washington’s first-team offense didn’t produce a touch-
down in the preseason last year, a drought that foreshadowed
Griffin’s struggles in his third season.

The Redskins have been pleased with Griffin’s improvement
in training camp under new quarterbacks coach Matt
Cavanaugh, and RG III made a couple of nice throws during his
brief time on the field against the Browns.

Rolling from pressure, Griffin took a hit in the mid-section
from linebacker Paul Kruger, but delivered a strike to Ryan
Grant for a 22-yard gain. “You’re going to get hit every now
and then,” Griffin said. “I thought we did a good job moving
the ball. Get in, get out and that’s all you can ask for.”

Tight end troubles
Manziel has shown maturity on and off the field following a

disastrous rookie season, and the 2012 Heisman Trophy win-
ner made a smart play when he tucked the ball away and dart-
ed 12 yards for his TD. But unlike a year ago, Manziel, who was
limited earlier this week by a sore elbow, didn’t celebrate by
flashing his signature “money” sign, a gesture he has promised
never to do again.

“I did some good things,” he said. “Nothing special. Nothing
terrible.”

Redskins: In addition to Paul’s injury, TE Je’Ron Hall sus-
tained a thigh injury. Washington was already missing TE
Logan Paulsen, recovering from a torn toe ligament.—AP

Wallabies playmakers get 
World Cup green light

AUCKLAND: Wallabies playmakers
Quade Cooper and Bernard Foley have
been assured by coach Michael Cheika
they will be on the plane to the World
Cup regardless of the outcome of
today’s Test clash between New Zealand
and Australia.

Two weeks before the August 31
deadline to settle on his 31-man World
Cup squad, and with the crucial
Bledisloe Cup Test still to be played,
Cheika told the pair to pack their bags.

Cooper, selected ahead of Foley for
this weekend’s Test in Auckland, has not

been on his best form this year and was
not required to suit up against the All
Blacks when the Wallabies won the
Rugby Championship decider in Sydney
last week.

He also has a history of being flus-
tered when playing the All Blacks in New
Zealand, where he has received a hostile
reception from the crowd ever since he
kneed Kiwi captain Richie McCaw in a
Test four years ago.  Matt Giteau started
ahead of Foley last week against the All
Blacks, but Cheika on Friday said that
was irrelevant when it came to selection

for the World Cup, which starts in
England on September 18.  Cheika said
he told Cooper when naming the fly-
half to start against the All Blacks that
“there is nothing to prove here, this is
not some type of test for you, this is
about your doing your job for the team
in the game.  “I’ve been quite open
about the fact they are coming (to the
World Cup). 

Him and Foley, they are coming. “I
don’t think this is the appropriate match
to say ‘play good here and you’ll get in
the World Cup’.” —AFP
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English Premier League

Southampton v Everton 14:45
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
beIN SPORTS 11 HD
Sunderland v Norwich City 17:00 
beIN SPORTS 2 HD
Swansea City v Newcastle 17:00
beIN SPORTS 3 HD
Tottenham v Stoke City 17:00
beIN SPORTS 1 HD
Watford v West Bromwich 17:00
beIN SPORTS 10 HD
West Ham v Leicester City 17:00 

beIN SPORTS 11 HD

Matches on TV 
(Local Timings)

LONDON:  Arsenal need to respond with
quality and belief when they take on Crystal
Palace following their painful season-open-
ing Premier League defeat against West
Ham United, manager Arsene Wenger said
yesterday.  West Ham dashed Wenger’s
hopes of making a fast start to the season
when they capitalised on errors by goal-
keeper Petr Cech to secure a 2-0 victory at
The Emirates last weekend.  Wenger backed
Cech to bounce back quickly after the Czech
international, hailed by supporters as the
missing piece in Arsenal’s quest for a first
Premier League title since 2004, flopped on
debut following his arrival from champions

Chelsea.  “He (Cech) analyses very well. He’s
a bright man and he knows that it is down to
how well he responds,” the Frenchman told
reporters.

“A defeat is never a blessing. It always
hurts. We have analysed what has happened
but that should not take our belief away.

“We were defensively quite sound but we
made two mistakes we paid for. We were
not creative or accurate enough.  “We have
shown that we have the quality to respond,
so let’s focus on that on Sunday. It’s how you
respond that makes your season.”

The Gunners travel to Crystal Palace on
Sunday with Chile international Alexis

Sanchez, who returned late to training after
the Copa America, back in contention but
striker Danny Welbeck is “at least three
weeks away” with a knee injury.  Arsenal last
lost at Palace in a top-flight match in 1979
but the south London club have shown
steady progress since returning to the
Premier League in 2013 and earned praise
from Wenger for their work in the transfer
window.  Former Arsenal transfer target
Yohan Cabaye has joined from Paris St
Germain for a club-record fee of 10 million
pounds ($15.60 million), goal-scoring winger
Bakary Sako moved from Wolverhampton
Wanderers on a free, while young strikers

Patrick Bamford and Connor Wickham have
added firepower up front.  “They have made
great additions,” Wenger said. “Cabaye has a
good eye, a good long pass and that’s
important for Crystal Palace.”

Wenger said he is still looking to add to
his squad before the transfer window closes
but will not rush into the market despite
Arsenal losing their opening match of the
season.  “When you lose a game you always
get those demands,” he said. “If we find
somebody, anywhere who will strengthen
our squad, we will do it. “But it is not easy, it
is not supermarket stuff where you go in and
say ‘I would like this please.’” —Reuters

Arsenal’s response to defeat will define season: Wenger

LONDON: FIFA presidential candi-
date Michel Platini has won the key
backing of  the  head of  the  As ian
Footbal l  Confederat ion,  Sheikh
Salman Bin  Ebrahim Al  Khal i fa  of
Bahrain.

Sheikh Salman said in a statement
backing the UEFA president yesterday
that the world governing body would
“need a leadership with experience,
wisdom and ability to bring back sta-
bility to FIFA.

“Mr. Platini boasts such characteris-
tics and has an ambitious vision to
renew belief in the organisation,” he
said. The news will be particular wel-
come for Platini given his closest chal-
lenger to emerge so far is an Asian
candidate-South Korean former FIFA
vice-president Chung Mong-joon.

FIFA will hold an elective congress
on February  26  to  decide on the
replacement for outgoing president
Sepp Blatter, who is standing down
following the organisation’s corrup-
tion scandals.

While Sheikh Salman’s endorse-
ment is a personal one at this stage he
made it clear he wanted his region to
be united in the vote “for the good of
Asian football.”

FIFA was thrown into turmoil in
May when US prosecutors announced
the indictment of nine current and
former soccer officials, many of whom
had FIFA positions, and five sports
marketing executives. US authorities
are hopeful that more of the former
FIFA officials and marketing execu-
tives who were indicted in May on
bribery and corruption charges could
soon be extradited to New York, a
prosecutor said yesterday.

Speaking dur ing a  hear ing in
Brooklyn federal court in the case of
former FIFA Vice President Jeffrey
Webb, prosecutor Evan Norris said
discuss ions  were  ongoing with
lawyers for “a number of other defen-
dants overseas” regarding their possi-
ble extradition to face the charges.

Only three of the 14 people indict-

ed in the sweeping investigation of
international soccer and its governing
bodies are currently in the United
States. Six are in Switzerland, two are
in Argentina, one is in Brazil, one is in
Paraguay and one is in Trinidad.

World soccer was thrown into tur-
moi l  in  May when US  author it ies
announced the indictment, saying the
14 men corrupted the sport by agree-
ing to  more than $150 mi l l ion in
bribes and kickbacks for media and
marketing rights.

US authorities say their investiga-
tion, which is continuing, has exposed
complex money laundering schemes,
millions of dollars in untaxed incomes
and tens of millions of dollars in off-
shore accounts held by FIFA officials.
After agreeing to be extradited from
Switzerland, Webb, a Cayman Islands
nat ional ,  p leaded not  gui l ty  last
month to charges that he solicited
bribes from sports marketing compa-
nies in exchange for the commercial
rights to soccer matches.— Reuters

NEW YORK: Former FIFA vice president Jeffrey Webb, second from right, leaves Brooklyn federal court with his attorney
Edward O’Callaghan, second from left, yesterday, in New York. Webb is one of 14 people indicted in May in the US
Justice Department’s investigation into corruption at FIFA. — AP

Platini gets major FIFA boost 
with Sheikh Salman backing 

City ready to land first 
blow against Chelsea

LONDON: Manuel Pellegrini says it is too early to throw a knock-
out punch in the Premier League title race but the Manchester
City manager is hoping to land the first blow against champions
Chelsea tomorrow.

City began their campaign with a comfortable 3-0 win at West
Bromwich Albion on Monday and three points against Chelsea,
who drew 2-2 with Swansea City today, would give Pellegrini’s
men a five-point advantage over the champions.

“We are not thinking about the title in the second game but
we are thinking about trying to win our points here at home,
especially playing against the champions and the best team from
last season,” Pellegrini told a news conference on Friday.
“Especially also against one of the teams that has a lot of chances
to win the title like Arsenal, Manchester United, Liverpool and
Tottenham Hotspur, so to try to win the three points here at
home is very important for our team.”

Midfield powerhouse Yaya Toure, a dominant force in City’s
two Premier League title-winning sides in 2012 and 2014, failed
to make the same impact at the Etihad last season.

However, the Ivorian was back to his imperious best against
West Brom, scoring City’s second goal from the edge of the box,
and Pellegrini believes Toure will play an integral part in the
club’s bid to regain the title.

“Every player has good and bad games. I hope he can contin-
ue from Monday because he played very well,” the Chilean said.
“Yaya last season, as every player, had good games and bad
games. He’s done very well this season.

“All of us hope that he will continue because he has done very
well.” Midfielders Fabian Delph and Fernando are ruled out
against Chelsea with injury but striker Aguero could be in con-
tention as the Argentine continues to regain fitness after missing
most of the pre-season due to his involvement in the Copa
America. Fellow strikers Edin Dzeko and Stevan Jovetic have left
City during the transfer window but Pellegrini said he was happy
with his forward options. “For the moment we have here
(Wilfried) Bony, (Sergio)

Aguero, (Raheem) Sterling and Kelechi (Iheanacho),” he said. “I
think the fourth striker must be a young player and in this case it
is Kelechi. “We have a good squad at this moment but if we can
improve it in a couple of positions it is better.” — Reuters
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Chandimal turns 
the tables on IndiaSportsSports

MONTREAL: Nick Kyrgios of Australia jumps for the ball during his match against John Isner of the USA on day four of the Rogers Cup at Uniprix Stadium on Thursday in Montreal,
Quebec, Canada. John Isner defeated Nick Kyrgios 7-5, 6-3. — AFP

MONTREAL: World number one Novak
Djokovic, second seed Andy Murray and
three-time champion Rafa Nadal were all
cheered into the quarter-finals of the Rogers
Cup on Thursday while controversial
Australian Nick Kyrgios exited to boos and a
hefty fine. Djokovic, also a three time winner
on the Canadian hardcourts, needed only 54
minutes to complete a 6-2 6-1 demolition of
American Jack Sock while Murray was equally
economic in disposing of Luxembourg’s
Gilles Muller 6-3 6-2 in just over an hour.
Nadal, finding his hardcourt footing coming
off a clay court win in Hamburg, produced a
snappy 6-3 6-3 victory over Russian qualifier

Mikhail Youzhny as Japanese fourth seed Kei
Nishikori rolled to a 6-4 6-4 win over 13th
seed David Goffin.

While there were plenty of cheers in be
heard across the Montreal tennis complex on
Thursday few were for Kyrgios who entered
his match to boos and exited the same way
after falling 7-5 6-3 to big-hitting American
John Isner. The Australian had insulted Swiss
opponent Stan Wawrinka on Wednesday dur-
ing their second round encounter. Prior to the
match the ATP had fined Kyrgios $10,000, the
maximum penalty available, for remarks
directed at Wawrinka about his girlfriend
picked up by a courtside microphone. With

Isner serving for the match there were more
boos for Kyrgios who lost his cool again
engaging in a heated exchange with a spec-
tator yelling “You’re so tough man, so tough”.

It was all calm on centre court where
Djokovic got off to a sluggish start but after
breaking to go up 3-2 the 28-year-old Serb
was in complete control with the Sock man-
aging just a single break chance, which he
was unable to convert. “At the beginning of
the match I think we were both a bit rusty,”
said Djokovic. “But I just managed to make
the crucial break. That was the turning point,
going up 3-2 in the first set. Then I was in con-
trol.” Djokovic continues to dominate at the

ATP Tour’s biggest events, running his
Masters 1000 winning streak to 28 matches.

Coming off an opening match loss in
Washington last week, Murray has also find-
ing his footing on the Canadian hardcourts
advancing to the final eight in singles but
crashed out later in the doubles losing to his
brother Jamie. The doubles match won by
Jamie Murray and Australian John Peers 6-4
7-6(9) marked the first time the two Murray’s
played against each other as professionals.
“It’s not ideal, not a situation I want to be in all
of the time,” Andy told reporters. “Doubles is
Jamie’s career. I support him every single
week.” — Reuters

Djokovic advances, Kyrgios exits to boos
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