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BUENOS AIRES: Argentina have made seven changes to
the team that humiliated South Africa last weekend for a
Test rematch in Buenos Aires tomorrow.

Apart from the personnel alterations, coach Daniel
Hourcade has made two positional switches as the Pumas
seek to build on a stunning 37-25 win over the Springboks
in Durban. It was the first triumph for Argentina over South
Africa after 19 failed attempts since the countries first met
in 1993 in Buenos Aires.

And it was the first Rugby Championship away victory
for the South Americans after 10 losses in Australia, New
Zealand and South Africa over four seasons.

Out of the Durban starting backline go right winger
Horacio Agulla, centres Marcelo Bosch and injured
Jeronimo De la Fuente and scrum-half Tomas Cubelli.

They are replaced by Santiago Cordero, Matias Moroni,
Nicolas Sanchez and Martin Landajo for the match at the
50,000-capacity Estadio Jose Amalfitani in a western sub-
urb of the Argentine capital.

Veteran Hernandez, who was outstanding at fly-half
last weekend, retreats to inside centre to accommodate
Sanchez in the pivotal role. Sanchez disappointed in Rugby
Championship losses to New Zealand and Australia last
month and his form will be closely monitored with the
2015 Rugby World Cup kick-off just over a month away. 

Among the forwards, lock Guido Petti Pagadizabal,
flanker Pablo Matera and No. 8 Leonardo Senatore step
down.

Into their places come Benjamin Macome, Tomas

Lezana and France-based 64-Test veteran Jean Martin
Fernandez Lobbe. Juan Manuel Leguizamon, another
long-serving warrior in the Pumas pack, moves from the
flank to No. 8 in a positional alteration.

While Hourcade is rotating with the World Cup in mind,
he retained props Marcos Ayerza and Nahuel Tetaz
Chaparro and hooker-cum-skipper Agustin Creevy, who
tormented South Africa last weekend.

The passionate Pumas dominated the scrums and
breakdowns as South Africa suffered their most humiliat-
ing Test loss since a 49-0 meltdown in Australia nine years
ago.

It is the final Test warm-up for both countries before
naming 31-man World Cup squads with Argentina due to
reveal theirs Sunday. South Africa are in Pool B at the glob-
al rugby showcase with Japan, Samoa, Scotland and the
United States, while Argentina are in Pool C alongside
Georgia, Namibia, title-holders New Zealand and Tonga. 

Team (15-1)
Joaquin Tuculet; Santiago Cordero, Matias Moroni, Juan

Martin Hernandez, Juan Imhoff; Nicolas Sanchez, Martin
Landajo; Juan Manuel Leguizamon, Juan MartÌn Fernandez
Lobbe, Tomas Lezana; Tomas Lavanini, BenjamÌn Macome;
Nahuel Tetaz Chaparro, AgustÌn Creevy (capt), Marcos
Ayerza 

Replacements: Julian Montoya, Lucas Noguera, Juan
Pablo Orlandi, MatÌas Alemanno, Pablo Matera, Tomas
Cubelli, Juan Pablo Socino, Lucas Gonzalez Amorosino.

Coach: Daniel Hourcade. — AFP

Victorious Pumas change seven for Boks rematch

GALLE, Sri Lanka: Scoreboard at stumps on
the second day of the first Test between
India and Sri Lanka at the Galle International
Stadium yesterday:

Sri Lanka 1st innings: 183 (A. Mathews 64,
D. Chandimal 59, R. Ashwin 6-46, A. Mishra
2-20)

India 1st innings (overnight 128-2):
L. Rahul lbw b Prasad 7
S. Dhawan b Pradeep 134
R. Sharma lbw b Mathews 9
V. Kohli lbw b Kaushal 103
A. Rahane lbw b Kaushal 0
W. Saha c Chandimal b Pradeep 60
R. Ashwin b Pradeep 7
H. Singh b Kaushal 14
A. Mishra b Kaushal 10
I. Sharma not out 3
V. Aaron c Mathews b Kaushal 4 
Extras: (b1, lb9, w3, nb11) 24 
Total (all out, 117.4 overs) 375  
Fall  of wickets: 1-14 (Rahul),  2-28 (R.
Sharma), 3-255 (Kohli), 4-257 (Rahane), 5-
294 (Dhawan), 6-302 (Ashwin),  7-330
(Singh), 8-344 (Mishra), 9-366 (Saha), 10-375
(Aaron).
Bowling: Prasad 22-4-54-1 (nb1, w1),
Pradeep 26-2-98-3 (nb1, w2), Mathews 4-1-
12-1, Kaushal 32.4-2-134-5 (nb9), Herath 33-
4-67-0.

Sri Lanka 2nd innings:
D. Karunaratne b Ashwin 0
K. Silva b Mishra 0
D. Prasad not out 3
K. Sangakkara not out 1
Extras: (nb1) 1
Total (for two wickets, four overs) 5
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Karunaratne), 1-1 (Silva).  
Bowling: Ashwin 2-2-0-1, Mishra 1-0-1-1
(nb1), Harbhajan 1-0-4-0.  
Sri Lanka trail by 187 runs with eight wickets
in hand

SCOREBOARD

MURRAYFIELD: In this Nov. 23, 2013, file photo, Australia’s Quade Cooper is
tackled by Scotland’s Sean Maitland, right, during their international rugby
match at Murrayfield, Edinburgh, Scotland.  Cooper will start at flyhalf with
Nic White as scrumhalf in a reconfigured halves combination among six
changes to the Wallabies team to face New Zealand in the second Bledisloe
Cup match at Eden Park tomorrow. — AP

GALLE: Shikhar Dhawan and Virat Kohli hit cen-
turies before the spinners struck as India took
charge of the first Test against Sri Lanka at the Galle
International Stadium yesterday. The tourists, reply-
ing to Sri Lanka’s first innings total of 183, moved
from their overnight total of 128-2 to 375 before
they were all out just before stumps on the second
day. Sri Lanka, who trailed by 192 runs on the first
innings, slipped to 5-2 from four overs in their sec-
ond knock by close as the Indian spinners removed
both openers in the first two overs.

Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin, who opened
the bowling after taking six wickets in the first
innings, bowled Dimuth Karunaratne with his fifth
delivery before a run had been scored.

Leg-spinner Amit Mishra, sharing the new ball

with Ashwin, then bowled Kaushal Silva for no
score to provide a dramatic start to the innings.

Kumar Sangakkara, playing the penultimate
Test of his international career, resumes today on
one facing a tough challenge to prevent India from
running away with the first match of the three-
game series. Nightwatchman Dhammika Prasad
was the other batsman at the crease on three, with
Sri Lanka trailing by 187 runs. 

Left-handed opener Dhawan scored 134, his
fourth Test century and the second in succession
after making 173 against Bangladesh in June, and
skipper Kohli returned to form with 103.

The pair put on 227 runs for the third wicket in a
fine partnership after India were reduced to 28-2
after tea on the first day.

Dhawan said he was happy to eschew his nor-
mally aggressive game to play a patient innings
that helped his team take a big lead.

“I feel my shot selection has got better and
that’s why I am not getting out in the 20s and 30s
now,” he said. “The major difference in my batting
is that I am not giving too many chances to the
opposition. “Even if I wanted to hit I could not,
because the Sri Lankans were bowling in really
good areas. Maybe if the wicket was flatter I could
have played more shots.”

‘Great to bat with Virat’ 
Dhawan said the partnership with Kohli made

him relax at the wicket and enabled him to play a
long innings. “It’s great to bat with Virat, who is one
of the best batsmen in the world,” he said. “You feel
at ease when such kind of a batsman walks in
because you know he will take control of the
game.” India were cruising at 255-2 when Sri Lanka
hit back with four quick wickets on either side of
the second new ball to make it 302-6. 

Wicket-keeper Wriddhiman Saha, who walked
in at 257-4, smashed a gutsy career-best 60 with six
boundaries and a six to boost the total.

Off-spinner Tharindu Kaushal finished with five
for 134, while seamer Nuwan Pradeep took three
for 98. Dhawan, who was on 53 overnight, reached
the three-figure mark 20 minutes before lunch by
driving Prasad through the covers for his 10th
boundary. But Dhawan was lucky to survive a loud
appeal for leg-before against Kaushal when he was
on 79. Replays showed the ball pitched in line and
would have gone on to hit the stumps, but since
the Decision Review System is not being used in
the series, umpire Bruce Oxenford’s decision stood.

Kohli went to his 11th Test century with an off-
driven boundary against Kaushal, his first 50-plus
knock in 12 innings across all formats since making
107 in the World Cup match against Pakistan in
Adelaide in February. Kohli was given out leg-before
later in the same over as he attempted to pull the
off-spinner, but replays indicated the ball may have
turned enough to miss the leg-stump. — AFP

India on top after
Dhawan, Kohli tons

GALLE: Indian cricket team captain Virat Kohli (R) plays a shot as Sri Lankan wicketkeeper Dinesh
Chandimal (C) and Kaushal Silva look on during the second day of the opening Test match between
Sri Lanka and India at the Galle International Cricket Stadium in Galle yesterday. — AFP


