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LONDON: British track great Sebastian Coe
has said he will be prepared to present Justin
Gatlin with a gold medal if the controversial
American wins the 100 metres final at this
month’s World Championships in Beijing.

Last week Coe, a candidate for the presi-
dency of the International Association of
Athletics Federations (IAAF) hit out at fresh
allegations that officials had not done enough
in the fight against doping, saying they were a
“declaration of war” on the sport.

But although personally in favour of life
bans for dope cheats, Coe, currently an IAAF
vice-president, said he and his fellow officials
would have little choice but to present Gatlin,
twice found guilty of taking banned sub-
stances, with gold if he wins the blue riband
event on August 23. It is a prospect that has
created a sense of dread among many athlet-
ics insiders, particularly if Gatlin beats sprint

great Usain Bolt in the process. The Jamaican,
who has a clean doping record, is arguably the
greatest athlete of his era and certainly the
one with the biggest worldwide fan base.  

Since winning the 100m and 200m finals
in world record time at the 2008 Beijing
Olympics, only a false start in the 100m at the
2011 World Championships in Dagu has pre-
vented Bolt from a clean sweep of sprint titles
at four major global meetings.

Coe, the Olympic 1500m champion at
both the 1980 and 1984 Games is standing
against Ukrainian former pole-vault star
Sergey Bubka in the race to succeed Lamine
Diack as IAAF president, with an election
scheduled for August 19.

Speaking to reporters via a telephone con-
ference call in London on Wednesday, Coe
said: “I was always in favour of a life ban. I
realise that train has left the station for all sorts

of legal reasons. 
“Justin Gatlin is eligible to compete. If you

are saying to me would I rather not have ath-
letes that have served bans competing in
major championships, the answer is probably
yes...(But) if he eligible to compete, he has to
be presented with a gold medal (if he wins).”

‘Bullied’ 
Meanwhile Coe was cautious when asked

if athletes should follow the example of
Britain’s European 10,000m champion Jo
Pavey, who said she would publish her own
blood test data, saying he didn’t want them to
be “bullied” into making public information
that could be “misinterpreted” as one-off
readings.

“I would hate them to feel they are under
pressure to do this because if they don’t there
is somehow an assumption they are guilty”.

Meanwhile Coe said Tuesday’s announce-

ment by the IAAF that it had provisionally sus-
pended 28 athletes for suspected doping
offences at the 2005 and 2007 world champi-
onships in Helsinki and Osaka, was proof of
the governing body’s desire to root out
cheats. Officials insisted this move was in no
way related to last week’s allegations made by
German broadcaster ARD and Britain’s Sunday
Times newspaper of hundreds of allegedly
suspicious blood tests based on the leak of an
IAAF database.

“That shows we were right to hold sam-
ples in 2005 in the belief that more sophis-
ticated (anti-doping) techniques would
emerge,” said Coe. When the Sunday
Times/ARD reports were made public, Coe
said they were a “declaration of war” on
athletics and he insisted Wednesday his
words had not been aimed at the IAAF
electorate.— AFP

Coe ready for Gatlin fall-out at worlds

HAVEN: Hideki Matsuyama, of Japan, hits a shot on the 18th hole during the first round of the PGA Championship golf
tournament yesterday, at Whistling Straits in Haven, Wis. — AP

KOHLER: World number one Rory McIlroy
expects to be in the mix this week as he
defends his PGA Championship crown after a
five-week injury absence.

“Expectation levels are the same,” the 26-
year-old Northern Ireland star said
Wednesday on the eve of the championship
at Whistling Straits.  “I have played quite a
number of rounds of golf. I’ve been practic-
ing for over three weeks getting my game
ready, getting my game sharp.  “I expect to
play well. I don’t see any reason why I can’t
bring the sort of form that I’ve shown in prac-
tice rounds and on the range to the tee.”
McIlroy admitted he feared the worst when
he hurt his left ankle playing football with
friends on July 4. “I thought I broke it,
because as soon as I went over on it I heard
like a snap,” said McIlroy, who in fact rup-
tured his anterior talofibular ligament, one of

three ligaments that stabilize the outside of
the ankle.  “As well as that, I tore the joint
capsule. I looked down and 30 seconds later
it got the size of a tennis ball, basically
because all the fluid came out of the joint
capsule.”

McIlroy also suffered a partial tear of
another ligament, but says he was ultimately
“lucky” that the damage wasn’t worse.
Although the ruptured ligament “is basically
just scar tissue now” he believes strengthen-
ing exercises can maintain the integrity of
the joint for the rest of his career. “It’s really
not anything to be concerned about in the
long-term,” he said.  McIlroy will tee it up on
Thursday just 40 days after he was hurt, hav-
ing missed title defences at the British Open
and the World Golf Championships
Bridgestone Invitational. 

It’s a quick turnaround after an injury

some experts said would need six weeks of
rehab at least, but McIlroy said the constant
treatment he was able to receive made that
possible.

While still in a walking boot he practiced
putting to keep the feel in his hands. By the
time of the British Open at St. Andrews he
was walking regularly, and now he’s running
and playing golf without pain or swelling.  “I
played 72 holes walking in Portugal last
week, and once I completed that, that was
basically like my fitness test,” he said. “Four
days in a row, 72 holes, playing with no pain,
no swelling, no anything like that.  “Then we
knew that, OK, you’re ready to go.”

McIlroy won’t be easing back into the
game. He’s paired in the first two rounds
with Open champion Zach Johnson and
Jordan Spieth, the breakout American star
who won the Masters and US Open.  — AFP

Team Bolt confident 

sprint king will be fit 

KINGSTON:  Usain Bolt’s coach is convinced the Jamaican phe-
nomenon can once again put aside injury concerns and mediocre
form to maintain his grip on the major sprint titles at this month’s
world championship. The 28-year-old returns to the Bird’s Nest
stadium where he first stunned the world at the 2008 Olympics
for the Aug 22-30 championships, bidding to retain his 100 and
200 metres titles. Bolt is certainly short of competitive races and
struggled for times this season until he twice clocked 9.87 sec-
onds in the 100 metres in London late last month. His coach Glen
Mills, though, believes the Olympic champion and world record
holder in both sprints will be able to hit his straps when it mat-
ters.

“The last two years have been very challenging for both Usain
and myself,” Mills told Reuters. “Unfortunately, he has had a num-
ber of different injuries to overcome which have affected his
training and the number of competitions he has been able to
compete in. “But Bolt is a champion who knows nothing but
excellence when performing on the world stage.”

American Justin Gatlin enters Beijing in better form than the
Jamaican with world leading marks of 9.74 and 19.57 seconds as
he seeks to win his second world sprint double since first doing
so in Helsinki in 2005. In seven head-to-head clashes over 100
metres, Bolt has beaten Gatlin six times. Bolt’s record at major
meetings since he wrote his name into track history by winning
the 100 and 200 metres in world record times at the Beijing
Olympics is quite extraordinary.

Only a false start in the 100m four years ago in Daegu has pre-
vented him from sweeping the sprint titles at the 2009, 2011 and
2013 world championships and London Olympics. Bolt, who
turns 29 the day before the world championships open, under-
went surgery on his left foot in 2014 which restricted him to run
only a few 100m races as well as the 4x100 relay at the
Commonwealth Games, where Jamaica won gold. This season, a
blocked sacroiliac joint which restricted his movement and
placed pressure on his knee and ankle has affected his prepara-
tions for Beijing and forced him to withdraw from the Paris and
Lausanne Diamond League meets.

“We have been making a number of changes on the way he
trains and have been getting results,” said Mills. “However, I
would have wanted him to have had more races.”

Bolt’s season best marks of 9.87 and 20.13 are only ranked
sixth and 19th respectively in the world this year and well shy of
the records of 9.58 and 19.19 he set at the 2009 world champi-
onships. Like Mills, though, his agent Ricky Simms is confident
Bolt can outdo all challengers once again. “Everyone knows that
Usain shows up when it comes to championships,” he told
Reuters by phone.

“He’s been in this situation before, he’s had a few races where
it didn’t go to plan and then at the Championships he always
delivers, so I would say I’m extremely confident in Usain’s ability.”

Mills, who also guided Yohan Blake (2011) and Kim Collins
(2003) of St. Kitts and Nevis to 100m world titles, has now been
coaching Bolt for a decade and said the lean times made the suc-
cesses all the more enjoyable. “It certainly would mean a great
dealt to me to continue to pilot his successes and more so in
these difficult years.” — Reuters

McIlroy sets bar high 

for injury return


