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present for years, it just hadn’t been so apparent
because there was nothing to compare it to. Also,
there are many genres where television isn’t even
coming close to the film industry. There hasn’t
been a truly brilliant Sci-Fi series since Battlestar
Galactica, Utopia did come close though. And in
this time we’ve had Inception, Looper, District 9,
Edge of Tomorrow, Moon, Interstellar and Gravity
which goes to prove that the best science fiction
can still be found in the cinema.

In a similar vein, the invention of the “Cinematic
Universe” and the resurgence of many franchises
associated with “nerd culture” the movie industry
has developed a new concept which could be seen
as similar with the episodic nature of television.
Every few months or so there is a new installment
in what could be seen as a larger Marvel series, it’s
like a really irregular miniseries.

Similarly, with the rise to prominence of sub-
scription services the so-called “binge watch” has
turned TV series into very long films. I watched the
entire first series of True Detective in one sitting
and it may have been several hours long but it
worked as a single cohesive narrative. True
Detective is also a good place to start with another
point. Cary Fukunaga directed the entire first series

which is almost unprecedented in television dra-
mas. Fukunaga had already directed feature films
but chose to take what many would consider to be
a backwards move by directing a TV series.
However, many even higher profile names like
David Fincher with House of Cards have become
creatively involved with TV series in recent years.
TV series can also now hold onto big name actors
like Benedict Cumberbatch and Martin Freeman in
the case of Sherlock because it is no longer consid-
ered the lesser medium in a creative sense.

Technical similarities 
All of this could lead to one saying that the two

are arguably now equal because they have been
brought closer together in terms of creativity.
There are also closer technical similarities with the
majority of films being shot digitally like TV series.
This has led to films arguably losing their own dis-
tinct visual identity as fewer and fewer filmmakers
continue to use film. Tarantino has vehemently
tried to preserve film because he despises how
films are beginning to look like TV shows. The neg-
ative effects of this aside the fact that films now no
longer have their own distinct beauty has led to TV
shows looking and feeling not more expensive but

less cheap in comparison to their cinema counter-
parts.

However, all of these points completely dis-
count one fact. When anyone says films are worse
than they used to be they are usually referring to
films from western countries. This is completely dis-
counting films from much of Europe, Asia, South
and Central America and even Africa. Just in the
last couple of years films like Two Days, One Night,
Blue is the Warmest Colour, The Hunt, Leviathan,
Ida, The Wind Rises, A Girl Walks Home Alone at
Night and The Babadook have all shown you don’t
have to be western or in Hollywood to produce a
brilliant film. It is this consistent, international qual-
ity of film that makes it stand above television in
the end. Whereas TV has come to the fore in
America and Britain as almost equal to cinema,
across the rest of the world cinema is still king
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