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Strange and fantastical happenings are nothing new in fiction. But
in Telepathy by Amir Tag Elsir, strange takes on the form of reality
gone horribly awry. The story centers around a successful

Sudanese novelist living in Khartoum who has recently published a
book, Hunger’s Hopes. The protagonist of the book is a disheveled,
schizophrenic homeless man, Nishan Hamza Nishan, who suddenly
appears in the author’s life as a real person. Now the author must figure
out how to save the real Nishan from the fate proscribed him in the nov-
el and determine if Nishan is as real as he claims. 

The first person narrative takes the reader on a winding journey
through the streets of Khartoum, and Elsir introduces the reader to a
cast of strange characters including the young hopeful writer Najma
who seeks the novelist’s advice and critique only to reject it, Umm
Salama, a woman who takes care of him, a playwright named Abd Al-
Qawi, the Shadow and his mysterious daughter, Linda along with Hajj Al
Bayt, an imam from the slum where Nishan lives among others. 

The novelist is torn between trying to focus on his writing, caring for
the bizarre real life Nishan and following the thread of all the strange
things that seem to keep happening. A sort of Quixote-esque journey
through the absurd, there are diversions into Facebook posts and visits
to psychiatric hospitals and proposals of marriage. All the while, the nar-

rator grows more and more confused about what is real and what isn’t. 
A short read, Telepathy is hindered by clunky writing. Whether it’s

the original Arabic or the translation by William Hutchins, the writing
fails the plot. In English, the story bumps along the narrative road like an
overloaded donkey cart. 

Take this excerpt: 
“What I wanted, quite seriously, was to counteract the arid destiny I

had written and attempt to adorn it with some verdure, even if it proved
obstinate and insisted on remaining dry. I wanted to perform what I
considered my imperative duty, while stepping away from my career as
a novelist whose works are distributed nationally and internationally, in
order to be an ordinary person who would sweep his neighbor’s court-
yard if he found it dirty, milk a goat for an elderly woman with shaky
hands, or carry a small child on his back while crossing a street bristling
with traffic accidents. I thought this would not be out of character for
me, because I have a benevolent personality and in the past repeatedly
performed such chores. It was just that at this time, I needed to change
my life’s pattern to allow this character to succeed.”

The writing is so maladroit and convoluted its difficult for the reader
to enjoy the story. The novel’s short length and surprise ending, howev-
er, make it worth the effort. 

Published in June 2015 by Bloomsbury Qatar Foundation Publishing,
Telepathy is now available at selected bookshops in Kuwait. 

Stranger than fiction

Telepathy by Amir Tag Elsir

Hublot and Paris Saint-Germain, the world-
renowned French Football Club, debuted
the official watch of Paris Saint-Germain, Big

Bang Unico Bi-Retrograde Paris Saint-Germain, in
celebration of the team’s North America summer
tour. Hot on the heels of the FIFA Women’s World
Cup Canada 2015, where Hublot served as the offi-
cial timekeeper, this partnership and timepiece are
another example of Hublot’s love for global “foot-
ball” and ongoing support of the “Hublot Loves
Football” campaign launched during FIFA World
Cup Brazil last summer. 

Hublot’s US Managing Director, Jean-Francois
Sberro, hosted an exclusive cocktail event with the
team at a private rooftop g garden atop the historic
Rockefeller Center to o launch the Big Bang Unico
Bi-Retrograde Paris Saint-Germain timepiece. Star
players in attendance included Zlatan Ibrahimovic,
Blaise Matuidi and Thiago Silva, as well as Kevin
Trapp who officially joined the Parisian Club last
week. 

The night celebrated French culture, including
music by French DJ, Oliviier Meiji, and a live art
demonstration by French artist, Jon One. As a sur-
prise to guests, Paris Saint-Germain players also
tried their hand at paint ting, creating a one-of-a-
kind painting on a large canvas with the help of the
artist. The painting will be auctioned off later this
season to benefit the team’s charitable foundation,
Foundation Paris Saint-Germain. To top it off,
guests enjoyed desserts made by the team with
cult pastry chef, Dominique Ansel. 

The timepiece unveiling was hosted by former
New York Giants’ Quarterback and friend of Hublot,
Jesse Palmer, and included VIP attendees, including
New York Giants’ star Victor Cruz, New York Knicks’
basketball player Lance Thomas, FIFA Women’s
World Cup Canada 2015 champion Kelley O’Hara,
and LVMH USA CEO, Pauline Brown. 

Ricardo Guadalupe, CEO  of Hublot, noted,
“Hublot is thrilled to welcome the Paris Saint-
Germain team to New York  City as we show our
support for this great team through our dedication
to the sport of football. Our brand has an exciting
history with h Paris Saint-Germain, and here
tonight, we continue to celebrate ‘Hublot Loves

Football’ and d the Art of Fusion by blending
together different aspects of the French culture
through sports, art, music and food.” 

The Big Bang Unico Bi-Retro grade Paris Saint-
Germain - Hublot’s second timepiece with the
French football champion - is limited to 100 pieces
and features a 45.5mmm titanium case with a sap-
phire anti-reflective treatment and the Paris Saint-
Germain logo printed on the case back glass.
Inspired by the iconic team colors, embellishments
of red, white and blue are reflected throughout the
dial, hands and strap. Manufactured with Hublot’s
in-house UNICO self-winding bi-retrograde move-
ment and designed to time two halves of a soccer
match, the sleek and sporty timepiece will be avail-
able exclusively at Hublot boutiques around the
world. 

As the first luxury watch brand to become
involved with European football in 2006, Hublot
has since built a strong presence in the world of

football. Hublot’s relationship p with the French
Club began in 2013 when it became the Official
Timekeeper and Official Watch of the team and
introduced the first timepiece known as the King
Power Paris Saint-Germain. 

Paris Saint-Germain recently launched a new
campaign, “Paris Loves US,” to support its North
America tour during the Intern national Champions
Cup - demonstrating how keen it is to pursue
development on the continent. Throughout the
team’s 18 days in North A America they will travel
from New York City to Charrlotte, Chicago, and
Montreal to play matches against some of Europe’s
top clubs. Paris  Saint-Germain also launched a
dedicated website for their North America Tour,
allowing fans across the world to follow along the
team’s journey and celebrate “Paris Loves US.” 

Hublot and Paris Saint-Germain score atop Rockefeller center


