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Comedian
Colbert to host
NY anti-poverty

concert

Leading US comedian and talk-show
presenter Stephen Colbert was
announced yesterday as a host of

the Global Citizens Festival in New York,
which aims to fight extreme poverty. The
Central Park show on September 26 —
which is free for fans who take action to
support development-already announced
headlining musical acts who include
Beyonce, Pearl Jam, Coldplay and Ed
Sheeran. Colbert, who takes over
September 8 as the host of CBS televi-
sion’s “Late Show” after gaining acclaim as
an acerbic satirist, will be among co-hosts
along with Mexican-born actress Salma
Hayek and Australian actor Hugh
Jackman.

“I am honored and thrilled to join
Global Citizen in urging world leaders to
commit to ending extreme poverty.
Finally, all that UN traffic will have a pur-
pose!” Colbert said, joking of the notori-
ous congestion in New York when world
leaders converge for the annual UN
General Assembly. Launched in 2012, the
Global Citizen Festival coincides with the
UN summit in hopes of putting poverty
high on the agenda. This year’s festival,
which will be broadcast internationally for
the first time, comes as the United Nations
announces new targets at the end of its
15-year push known as the Millennium
Development Goals. Since the headliners
were announced a month ago, the Global
Citizen Festival says it has seen some
500,000 actions, which include pressing
governments on foreign development
aid. One key goal is to urge governments
to direct more than half of foreign aid to
the least developed countries-a figure
that stands at around 32 percent in the
United States. — AFP

Stephen Colbert as he celebrates win-
ning the Outstanding Variety Series
Award for ‘The Colbert Report’, during
the 66th Emmy Awards. — AFP

Disney India will bring hit Broadway musical “Beauty and the Beast”
to India. The production will retain the original script and music,
but will feature more than a 100 local performers. The show will be

directed by Vikranth Pawar, Creative Head, Live Entertainment at Disney
India. Leslie Lewis will oversee the music and Terence Lewis the choreog-
raphy.

India will become the 29th country to stage the musical when it plays
in Mumbai and Delhi from October through December. Disney Theatrical
Productions produced the Broadway show, with music by Alan Menken,
lyrics by Howard Ashman and additional songs with music by Menken and
lyrics by Tim Rice, and the book written by Linda Woolverton. — Reuters

New ‘Star Wars’ film
images showcase Dark Side

The Dark Side is front and center in the latest images of villains
from “Star Wars: The Force Awakens”-the highly anticipated
next chapter in the blockbuster space saga due later this year.

Entertainment Weekly on Wednesday released several new photos of
baddies Kylo Ren (Adam Driver from “Girls”), Captain Phasma (“Game
of Thrones” star Gwendoline Christie) and General Hux (British actor
Domhnall Gleeson). The Hollywood industry magazine also revealed
some origin stories about the characters, who will appear for the first
time in Episode VII of the mega-franchise, due out on December 18.

Kylo Ren is allied with the First Order, a remnant of the Empire,
and his appearance seems heavily influenced by Darth Vader-he is
clad in black and wears a mask. He is seen flanked by Stormtroopers
and striding through the ruins of a ransacked village on the planet
Jakku. Kylo Ren is not even his real name-he adopted it when he
joined the Knights of Ren, director JJ Abrams-the brains behind both
the new “Star Wars” film and a highly successful “Star Trek” reboot-
told the magazine. “He is not your prototypical mustache-twirling
bad guy,” Abrams said. “He is a little bit more complex than that, and
it was a great joy to work with Adam Driver on this role.”

The article hints that perhaps his parents are characters already
known in “Star Wars” mythology. Screenwriter Lawrence Kasdan not-
ed: “I’ve written four Star Wars movies now, and there’s never been a
character quite like the one that Adam plays.” Also included in the
magazine’s film preview are images of the black-clad General Hux, a
ruthless leader of the First Order played by Gleeson, who played Bill
Weasley in the last two “Harry Potter” films. And Captain Phasma, a
First Order warrior, is shown clad in full armor.

Lucasfilm and its parent company Disney have offered a slow
drop of information about the film, tantalizing the millions of fans
eagerly awaiting a return to the “Star Wars” universe. Those fans are
hoping for a bit more information this weekend at the Disney D23
convention in Anaheim, California. But Entertainment Weekly, quot-
ing an unnamed source, said no new trailer will be released at the
event. — AFP

Billy Joel, wife

Alexis announce
birth of daughter 

Billy Joel and wife Alexis are the parents of a baby girl. A
representative for the 66-year-old singer confirmed that
Della Rose was born early Wednesday morning in New

York. The couple married during a surprise ceremony on July 4
at Joel’s home on Long Island. 

This is his first child with the 33-year-old Alexis. He has
another daughter with previous wife Christie Brinkley. Last
month, the Piano Man set a record for most performances by a
single artist at New York’s Madison Square Garden with 65
shows. — AP

Alexis Roderick, left, and Billy
Joel arrive at the Elton John
AIDS Foundation’s 12th Annual
‘An Enduring Vision’ benefit
gala in New York. — AP
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