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WASHINGTON: John Kerry has a date with
history. Today, he will become the first US
secretary of state to visit Havana, capital of
communist Cuba, since 1945. His mission is
to raise the Stars and Stripes once again over
the re-opened US embassy and set the seal
on a long-delayed thawing of ties kept on ice
through the long Cold War. His trip to
America’s island neighbor will only last a few
hours but it will allow Kerry to discuss stick-
ing points in the detente process, such as the
trade embargo and the status of the US base
in Guantanamo Bay. He will also have a
chance to distance himself a little from offi-
cial Havana and meet nervous dissidents
wary of the changes underway. And he has
even promised to take a stroll through the
city and meet ordinary Cubans. “I will take an
open, free walk in Old Havana,” Kerry told
Spanish-language US network Telemundo
before his departure. This will take Kerry
away from the imposing concrete and glass

US mission on the Malecon seafront-now
redesignated a full embassy-and into the
touristy colonial quarter. 

Officials said that after the ceremony at
the embassy and the walkabout, Kerry would
meet at the US chief of mission’s residence
with Cuban officials, entrepreneurs, artists,
activists and dissidents. “Normalization is a
process. We’ve been very clear about that,”
State Department deputy spokesman Mark
Toner said. “Certainly, we’ll take another step
in that process on Friday with the raising of
the flag after 54 years of hiatus. “We’ve been
very clear that this doesn’t alleviate every
challenge in the relationship, but it does give
us the ability to speak directly with and to
the Cuban government.” 

Washington and Havana reopened
embassies in their respective capitals on July
20, 54 years after relations broke down at the
height of the Cold War between the West
and the Communist bloc. This was the culmi-

nation of a rapprochement that was
announced in December last year between
President Barack Obama and his Cuban
counterpart Raul Castro. Cuba’s foreign min-
ister Bruno Rodriguez was in Washington last
month to inaugurate his embassy, and
Castro and Obama met in April on the side-
lines of the Summit of the Americas in
Panama. The US administration has removed
Cuba from its list of “state sponsors of terror-
ism”-opening the path for a further lessening
of trade and diplomatic sanctions. But the
thaw has not been uncontroversial. Obama’s
Republican opponents at home have
accused him of easing up on pressure on
Cuba too quickly while it is not yet a democ-
racy, and Cuban dissidents used to
Washington’s support have protested, fear-
ing isolation.

No dissidents at flag ceremony
Meanwhile, the father of the Cuban rev-

olution, Raul’s brother and predecessor
Fidel Castro-who celebrates his 89th birth-
day Thursday on the eve of the visit-has
sounded a less conciliatory note.   Kerry,
therefore, will tread a cautious path. He will
meet select Cuban opposition figures to
reassure them that the United States still
supports a pluralist future for their island,
while not treading on official toes. No dissi-
dents will be invited to the embassy cere-
mony alongside Cuban leaders, for exam-
ple, but will instead attend the private event
at the head of mission’s residence. “There
will be a broad cross-section of Cuban socie-
ty that will be invited to that event at the
mission,” Kerry told Telemundo. “What they
are not invited to, quite openly, is the rais-
ing of the flag at the embassy itself, because
that is a government-to-government
moment-with very limited space by the
way-which is why we are having the recep-
tion later in the day.” — AFP 

Kerry’s date with history in old Havana
First US secretary of state to visit Havana since 1945

ATLANTA: Former
President J immy
Carter,  who at age
90 sti l l  travels the
world supporting
the humanitarian
endeavors that have
consumed his time
in the decades since
he left  off ice,
a n n o u n c e d
Wednesday he has
cancer that has
spread to other parts
of his body.  “Recent
l iver surgery
revealed that I have
cancer that now is in
other parts of  my
body,” Carter said in
the statement released by the Carter Center. “I will be
rearranging my schedule as necessary so I can undergo
treatment by physicians at Emory Healthcare.”

The statement makes clear that Carter’s cancer is
widely spread but not where it originated, or even if that
is known at this point. The liver is often a place where
cancer spreads and less commonly is the primary source
of it. The statement said further information will be pro-
vided when more facts are known, “possibly next week.”
Carter announced on Aug 3 that he had surgery to
remove a small mass from his liver. Good wishes poured
in on social media after Carter’s announcement, while
President Barack Obama said he and first lady Michelle
Obama wish Carter a fast and full recovery.  

US 39th president
“Jimmy, you’re as resilient as they come, and along

with the rest of America, we are rooting for you,” Obama
said in a statement. Carter was the nation’s 39th presi-
dent, defeating Gerald Ford in 1976 with a pledge to
always be honest. Before his career in politics, Carter
graduated from the US Naval Academy and served seven
years in the Navy submarine force. A Georgia peanut
farmer who had been a state senator and governor of
Georgia for a single term before running for president,
Carter ended up seeing his second term for president
doomed by a number of foreign policy conflicts, most
especially the Iran hostage crisis - losing in a landslide to
Ronald Reagan in 1980. 

He spent the decades since carving out a reputation

for promoting such global issues as health care and
democracy, often with his wife Rosalynn by his side. He
joined the staff of Emory University and in 1982 estab-
lished the Carter Center to promote those issues.  His new
role as global statesman took him into places often
shunned by other diplomats.  Carter helped defuse
nuclear tensions between the Koreas and monitored the
first Palestinian elections. In 2002, he won the Nobel
Peace Prize. According to the Carter Center, he and
Rosalynn volunteer one week a year for Habitat for
Humanity, a nonprofit that helps build and renovate
homes for people in need. Despite remaining active
through the years, Carter’s health has recently become
the subject of speculation. In May, he was forced to cut
short an election observation visit to Guyana when he
developed a bad cold. Carter also completed a book tour
this summer to promote his latest work, “A Full Life.”
Carter included his family’s history of pancreatic cancer in
that memoir, writing that his father, brother and two sis-
ters all died of the disease and said the trend “concerned”
the former president’s doctors at Emory.

Genetic analysis
“The National Institutes of Health began to check all

members of our family regularly, and my last remaining
sibling, Gloria, sixty-four, was diagnosed with pancreatic
cancer and died in 1990,” Carter wrote. “There was no
record of another American family having lost four mem-
bers to this disease, and since that time I have had regular
X-rays, CAT scans, or blood analyses, with hope of early
detection if I develop the same symptoms.” Carter wrote
that being the only nonsmoker in his family “may have
been what led to my longer life.” “Our thoughts and
prayers go out to President Carter,”  said Dr Len
Lichtenfeld, deputy chief medical officer of the American
Cancer Society.

“There’s a lot we don’t know,” but the first task likely
will be determining where the cancer originated, as that
can help determine what treatment he may be eligible
for, Lichtenfeld said.  Sometimes the primary site can’t be
determined, so genetic analysis of the tumor might be
done to see what mutations are driving it and what drugs
might target those mutations. “Given the president’s age,
any treatments, their potential and their impacts, will
undoubtedly be discussed carefully with him and his fam-
ily,” he added. Age by itself does not preclude successful
cancer treatment, said Dr Lodovico Balducci, a specialist
on treating cancer in the elderly at the Moffitt Cancer
Center in Tampa. Much depends on the patient’s “biologi-
cal” age versus his actual years, he said.— AP 

California fire rages 
LOWER LAKE: Erratic
winds Wednesday fanned
a wildfire burning through
rugged hills in Northern
California that has driven
people from their homes
and pushed the flames
across two counties. At
least 150 people have
evacuated their homes
since Sunday. Many in the
region about 100 miles
north of San Francisco had
only recently returned
after fleeing an earlier
blaze.  Crews lit backfires
Wednesday along a road
elsewhere in the region as
plumes of black and white
smoke rose into the sky. 

The fire had expanded
across 32 square miles and
crews had the flames just
16 percent contained, the
California Department of
Forestry and Fire
Protection said. Full con-
tainment wasn’t expected
until Monday. The fire
began in dry timber and
brush Sunday several miles from the community of Lower Lake. It leapt from Lake
County into Napa County, but no vineyards were threatened in the famous wine-
growing region. Empire Mini Storage manager Desiree Mcalear said the business
in Middletown has had numerous calls and visits from people who want to rent
units in case they have to evacuate.  “They’re absolutely scared and terrified,” she
said. “If the winds decide to blow this way, then we all need to take action. Right
now, we have the luxury of waiting and being patient.” More than 1,100 firefight-
ers were battling the blaze that was threatening 50 structures. No homes have
been destroyed, and no injuries have been reported.  Meanwhile, firefighters
have nearly surrounded a larger nearby blaze that started about two weeks ago
and destroyed 43 homes.

The causes of both fires remain under investigation. Temperatures have been
relatively mild, but the gusty winds and dry conditions have stoked the wildfires.
In Southern California, evacuation orders were lifted as crews continued to sur-
round a small wildfire sparked by a burning motor home in rural Riverside
County.  One person from the motor home was burned, officials said. Three fire-
fighters were taken to hospitals with minor injuries. The blaze about halfway
between Temecula and Palm Desert had been held to 450 acres and was 70 per-
cent contained, with full containment expected Friday, state fire officials said.
Statewide, 16 active wildfires were burning and being fought by more than
11,000 firefighters.  — AP 

CALIFORNIA: Fire burns above address signs
along Morgan Valley Road near Lower Lake,
California. — AP 
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