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Assange assault 
probe dropped 

STOCKHOLM: Swedish prose-
cutors dropped a sexual
assault probe against Julian
Assange yesterday, but the
move failed to placate the
Wikileaks founder who still
faces a rape claim. Two of the
four allegations against the
Australian-who has been
holed up at Ecuador’s London
embassy since 2012 to avoid
extradition-have reached their
statute of limitations after five
years. “Now that the statute of
limitations has expired on cer-
tain offences, I am obliged to
drop part of the investigation,”
prosecutor Marianne Ny said.
But she said she still wanted to
question the 44-year-old over
the more serious claim of rape.

The accusations dropped
involve one count of sexual assault and another of unlawful coercion. A
separate allegation of sexual molestation will run out on August 18. The
Australian can still however be prosecuted for rape, which carries a 10-
year statute of limitations that expires in 2020. Assange has always
denied the allegations brought by two Swedish women, and insists the
sexual encounters were consensual. “I am extremely disappointed.
There was no need for any of this. I am an innocent man,” Assange said
in a statement after the prosecutor’s decision.  He accused her of being
“beyond incompetence” for failing to going to the Ecuador embassy to
take his statement or to pledge he would not be sent to the United
States.

Unable to access embassy
A member of his legal team, Baroness Helena Kennedy of Britain, also

took aim at the Swedish prosecution. “The evidence would never have
stood in any court of law worthy of its name,” she said in a statement,
adding: “The remaining allegation is just as unlikely to lead to convic-
tion.” Under Swedish law, if a suspect is not questioned before the dead-
line on the case expires, they can no longer be tried for the alleged
crimes.  Despite repeated attempts, prosecutors say they have been
unable to gain access to Ecuador’s embassy.

They initially insisted Assange return to Sweden for interrogation-a
condition he rejected for fear Stockholm could deliver him to US authori-
ties, who may try him for leaking nearly 750,000 classified military and
diplomatic documents in 2010. In a U-turn in March, prosecutors agreed
to Assange’s compromise offer to question him inside the London mis-
sion but say they have yet to see their request approved by Ecuador
because of procedural issues-leading critics to suspect Quito of playing
the clock. Attorneys for Assange however say suspicions Ecuador is
using delaying tactics are unfounded.  “The (Swedish) request came in
late and is being processed by Ecuador, which will certainly approve it
after following its own procedures,” Assange’s Swedish lawyer Per
Samuelsson told AFP earlier this month.— AFP 

SACRAMENTO: An inmate involved in a bloody 1971 San
Quentin escape attempt that left six dead has been killed
by a fellow prisoner, corrections officials said Wednesday.
The slaying of Hugo Pinell, 71, triggered a riot Wednesday
that grew to involve about 70 inmates at a maximum
secur i ty  pr ison east  of  Sacramento,  sa id  Cal i fornia
Department of Corrections and Rehabilitation spokes-
woman Dana Simas. “He was definitely the target,” Simas
said. She would not give more information about the
alleged attacker for his own protection.

Once Pinell was attacked in a California State Prison,
Sacramento, exercise yard by his fellow inmate, “everyone
else joined in,” Simas said, including members of multiple
prison gangs. Eleven other inmates were taken to an out-
side hospital to be treated for stab wounds, while other
injured inmates were treated at the prison. No employees
were harmed. Guards fired three shots and used pepper
spray to break up the brawl. Officials initially said about
100 inmates were involved and five hospitalized.  

Forty-four years ago, Pinell helped slit the throats of
San Quentin prison guards during an escape attempt that
led to the deaths of three guards, two inmate trustees and
escape ringleader George Jackson, who was fatally shot as
he ran toward an outside prison wal l ,  according to
Associated Press stories. Jackson was a Black Panther
leader, founder of the Black Guerrilla Family prison gang,
and author of the 1970 book “Soledad Brother,” written
after he and other inmates were accused in the slaying of
a Soledad prison guard in January 1970. Guards testified
that Jackson started the escape attempt when he pulled a
smuggled 9-mm pistol from under his six-inch-high Afro
hairdo and fatally shot two correctional officers.  

Correctional Officer Urbano Rubiaco Jr survived to later
testify that Pinell  used a knife made of razor blades
embedded in a toothbrush handle to slash Rubiaco’s neck.
“He said ‘I love you pigs’ and then he cut my throat,”
Rubiaco said. He was one of two guards taken hostage by
25 inmates who were released from their cells during the
escape attempt.  Correctional Sgt. Frank McCray testified
that he and other guards were blindfolded, bound and
piled into a cell, where McCray said his throat also was cut
while other guards were shot and strangled. A jury even-
tually acquitted Jackson’s lawyer, Stephen Bingham, a
grandson of former Connecticut Gov. Hiram Bingham, of
smuggling in the gun.

Pinell and five other inmates became known as the San
Quentin Six. Only one, 61-year-old William “Willie” Tate,
remains in prison, at the Correctional Training Facility in

Soledad.  The others were freed years ago: Fleeta Drumgo
and Luis Talamantez in 1976, Johnny Larry Spain in 1991
and David Johnson in 1993. Pinell was initially sent to
prison in 1965 to serve a life sentence for a San Francisco
rape. He was given a second life sentence for kill ing
Correctional Officer R.J. McCarthey in 1971 at the Soledad
prison. He was given a third life sentence, all with the pos-
sibility of parole, for the San Quentin escape attempt after
he was convicted of assaulting two correctional officers.
Prisoners remained locked in their cells as officers investi-
gated Wednesday’s disturbance.  The prison commonly
called New Folsom houses more than 2,300 maximum-
security inmates in Folsom, a suburb about 25 miles east
of the state capital.— AP 

MEXICO CITY: The reaction by Mexican pros-
ecutors and the media to the brutal killing of
five people, including a prominent photo-
journalist, has drawn criticism from some
quarters as slanted, sexist and xenophobic.
The country was shocked last Friday when
four women and a man were found dead at a
Mexico City apartment, killed execution-style.
Some of the victims had their hands bound,
their bodies bearing signs of torture. Three of
the female victims had also been raped.

The murders unleashed new fears about
the dangers facing journalists and activists in
Mexico. Two of the victims, photojournalist
Ruben Espinosa and human rights activist
Nadia Vera, had recently fled the violent state
of Veracruz after being threatened and
harassed. Both had been critical of Veracruz
Governor Javier Duarte, a member of
President Enrique Pena Nieto’s Institutional

Revolutionary Party (PRI) who has faced accu-
sations of threatening critics. Prosecutors
have come under fire for appearing to down-
play the theory that the killings were politi-
cally motivated, suggesting robbery as a
motive.

Amid a swirl of speculation about the rea-
son for the killings, officials’ response to the
crime and the media’s treatment of it have
outraged some observers, who say the
women victims have been treated as statis-
tics, while most of the attention has gone to
Espinosa. The female victims-domestic work-
er Alejandra Negrete, makeup artist Yesenia
Quiroz and Colombian hairdresser Mile
Virginia Martin, as well as Vera should not be
treated as mere footnotes, say their families,
colleagues and others. “The murder of
women is treated cheaply,” said journalist
Catalina Ruiz-Navarro.”It seems as if they

would be unimportant if Ruben hadn’t been
in that apartment. We wouldn’t even have
found out about the women’s murders.”

Colombians outraged 
There has also been outrage in Mexico’s

Colombian community about media reports
on Martin, whom the tabloid press has sin-
gled out as a key piece of the puzzle. The
media have focused especially on a red Ford
Mustang sports car reportedly owned by
Martin and used by the killers as a getaway
vehicle. Amid a near-vacuum of official infor-
mation on the investigation, a string of unat-
tributed leaks in the tabloids have suggested
Martin may have been the main target in a
gangland-style settling of scores. “The gener-
al feeling is that they’ve begun using the
word ‘Colombian’ as if it were a synonym for
organized crime or prostitution,” said Ruiz-

Navarro, who is Colombian and works in
Mexico.

The tabloids have given breathless cover-
age to the case, with chilling photographs
supposedly taken at the crime scene where
some of the victims can be seen naked and
bound, including Martin.

Colombian archaeologist Yarima
Merchan, who lives in Mexico, criticized this
media treatment. “It’s shameful to read some
news reports that stigmatize (Martin) and
take it almost for granted that she was killed
in a ‘settling of scores,’” she wrote in an article
for news website Animal Politico. The
Colombian community in Mexico has mean-
while issued a statement demanding the
investigation “respect due process and stop
basing its work on a pack of prejudices based
on nationality, gender or the profession of
the massacred victims.”— AFP 

Some see sexism and xenophobia in reaction to Mexico murders

File photo from the California Department of Corrections and
Rehabilitation shows inmate Hugo Pinell. Pinell, involved in a
bloody 1971 San Quentin escape attempt that left six dead,
has been killed by a fellow prisoner. — AP 
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