
14I n t e r n a t i o n a l
FRIDAY, AUGUST 14, 2015

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan’s top diplomat said
yesterday he would visit India later this
month on an “ice breaking” tour as vio-
lence simmers in the disputed Kashmir ter-
ritory. “I can briefly confirm that I will be
going to India on August 23 for talks,”
Advisor on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz told a
joint press conference with visiting Iranian
foreign minister Javad Zarif in Islamabad.
There has been a rise in cross-border
shelling along the de facto border separat-
ing the two halves of Kashmir in recent
weeks. Yesterday a grenade exploded out-
side a mosque in Indian Kashmir, injuring
10 worshippers after morning prayers in
the first such incident in 14 years, local
police said.

After months of stalemate and recrimi-
nations, Indian Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and his Pakistani counterpart Nawaz
Sharif spoke for around an hour while visit-
ing Russia in July, recognizing their “collec-
tive responsibility to ensure peace and
promote development”. Modi also accept-
ed an invitation from Sharif to visit
Pakistan next year, raising hopes of an
improvement in perennially difficult rela-
tions. Aziz said his visit was “not a break-
through in terms of composite dialogue
and all the issues but at least it is an ice
breaking on some issues.. and let’s hope it
will lead to further more comprehensive
dialogue on the other issues between the
two countries”.  He added that the two
prime ministers had agreed to the step
during their meeting in Russia.

India and Pakistan have fought three
wars since the partition of the subconti-
nent in the wake of independence from
Britain in 1947, two of them over Kashmir.
Since 1989 several rebel groups have
waged campaigns against the hundreds of
thousands of Indian forces deployed in

Kashmir, hoping to achieve independence
or the territory’s merger with Pakistan.
They agreed on a border ceasefire in 2003,
which has largely held, though violations
are regularly reported from both sides.
Zarif, meanwhile, expressed hope for the
revival of a stalled gas pipeline project
connecting Iran to energy-starved
Pakistan, following last month’s signing of

a historic nuclear deal between Tehran
and world powers.

“The impediment to greater and more
enhanced cooperation between Iran and
Pakistan will have been removed, through
the removal of sanctions and that is why
the work on the Iran-Pakistan pipeline
could go ahead more expeditiously,” he
said following talks with Aziz and Pakistan’s

Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif. Iran complet-
ed its part of the project in 2013, but
Pakistan put construction on hold citing US
and European sanctions on Tehran linked
to its nuclear program. The International
Atomic Energy Agency is set to verify Iran
has implemented its commitments in
December, paving the way for sanctions to
be lifted from the start of next year.—AFP 

Pakistan’s top diplomat to visit India

LONDON: Britain’s opposition Labor
Party faces “annihilation” if it makes
left-wing lawmaker Jeremy Corbyn its
next leader, former prime minister Tony
Blair said yesterday, warning party
members they are “walking eyes shut,
arms outstretched, over the cliff’s
edge.” Voting begins today in a month-
long four-way leadership contest trig-
gered by Labor’s defeat in a national
election in May. Opinion polls show
Corbyn, who wants to steer the party
back towards its socialist roots, has a
large lead over his rivals.

The prospect of a Corbyn-led party
has put Labor in “danger more mortal
today than at any point in the over 100
years of its existence”, Blair wrote in the
Guardian newspaper. Labor’s most suc-
cessful leader, Blair won three national
elections from 1997 to 2005 on a cen-
trist platform. “If  Jeremy Corbyn
becomes leader it won’t be a defeat like
1983 or 2015 at the next election,” Blair
wrote. “It will mean rout, possibly anni-
hilation.”

Corbyn, a 66-year-old parliamentary
veteran, has won the support of party
activists and gained endorsements from

Labor’s trade union financial backers
with calls to re-nationalize swaths of the
economy, including rail networks and
the energy sector. Rarely seen in more
formal dress than a rumpled jacket and
open-necked beige shirt - complete
with white vest showing underneath -
Corbyn has energized voters disillu-
sioned by what they see as bland, pol-
ished centrist politicians. The center-
piece of his anti-austerity stance,
designed to tap into voter discontent
over a second five-year cost-cutting
Conservative government, is a proposal
to fund massive infrastructure invest-
ment by asking the Bank of England to
print money - a so-called “quantitative
easing for the people”.

Blair’s intervention is his second in
the leadership race.  He previously told
supporters that elections could not be
won from a left-wing platform. “Jeremy
Corbyn doesn’t offer anything new,”
Blair wrote on Thursday. “These are
policies from the past that were reject-
ed not because they were too princi-
pled, but because a majority of the
British people thought they didn’t
work.” Corbyn ally, the former mayor of

London Ken Livingstone, dismissed
Blair’s criticism as “appalling”. “Tony
Blair clearly hasn’t read Jeremy Corbyn’s
manifesto, because it’s not going back
to the 1980s, it’s dealing with the prob-
lems we’ve got now,” he told BBC radio.

But another Labor figure, former
foreign secretary and interior minister
Jack Straw, said the money-printing
plan was “economic illiteracy ... of the
worst order” and warned it could send
Britain’s economy into an inflationary
spiral. “We know from the history of
the Weimar Republic, we know from
Venezuela and you can see the begin-
nings of this in Greece, that it’s bound
to end in tears,” he told the BBC. Labor
will announce its new leader on Sept
12 after a ballot of party members,
affiliated trade union members and
other registered supporters. Corbyn’s
main rivals for the position - former
ministers Andy Burnham and Yvette
Cooper - are campaigning on a prom-
ise to broaden the party’s appeal with-
out a radical shift in policy.  The fourth
candidate, Liz Kendall, has embraced
Blair’s centrist approach but is lagging
in opinion polls. — Reuters

Fears US ‘national interest’ 
hurt by partisan Iran row

WASHINGTON: The former White House official who resigned this
week as head of a key US group lobbying against the Iran nuclear
deal, warned Wednesday that the partisan row was hurting
America’s national interest. Gary Samore, who stepped down as
president of United Against Nuclear Iran because he supports the
agreement, said a political battle between Congress and the White
House had crowded out the “pragmatic center.” “This looks like it
will be a straight-out political battle between Republicans and some
Democrats against the White House and that’s very unfortunate,”
Samore said. His resignation Monday thrust him into the center of
the fierce battle over the Iran deal, one fueled by multi-million-dollar
lobbying budgets and the 2016 presidential election campaign.
Samore, a non-proliferation expert, advised Barack Obama during
his first presidential term and received wide media attention this
week as former White House colleagues hailed his decision as a vic-
tory for the “yes” camp. United Against Nuclear Iran immediately
announced he would be replaced by anti-deal former senator Joe
Lieberman and unveiled a multi-million dollar campaign to high-
light “key deficiencies and weaknesses” in the agreement.

The Republican-controlled Congress is expected in September
to vote against the deal, but is unlikely to have enough support to
overturn Obama’s veto. “I don’t know that this agreement is really
going to survive 15 years, in fact my guess is that it probably won’t,”
Samore said. “But if the agreement collapses I have confidence in
our ability to mobilize support for pressure against Iran or use mili-
tary force if necessary.” “It would be much better if the White House
and Congress could come to an agreement on a resolution of sup-
port, with conditions that would strengthen the elements of the
deal,” he added Samore insisted Congress could have strengthened
Obama’s hand vis-a-vis Tehran by reinforcing the agreement with
“conditions relating to the use of force if necessary, or responding to
Iran’s regional policy, or keeping Congress adequately involved in
implementation.” — AFP 

Blair warns UK’s Labor faces 
‘annihilation’ if it veers left 
Corbyn wants to steer Labor back towards socialist roots

SRINAGAR: Jammu Kashmir police officers display their skills on motorcycles during a rehearsal for the Indian
Independence Day celebrations in Srinagar, Indian-controlled Kashmir yesterday.  Authorities have beefed up secu-
rity in Jammu and Kashmir State ahead of India’s Independence Day celebrations tomorrow. — AP 


