
14 Friday
August 2015

Tattoos were once the domain of
sailors, pirates and found mostly
in traditional cultures. Recently,
they have become mainstream

and many young creatives,
designers, writers, artists,

celebrities, and ordinary folks
now sport ‘ink’.

Randy performs his tattoo business in the comfort of
his home, although there are times he would accept
home services especially if the tattooing order is quite
big in sizes or numbers. He would charge customers
depending on the art or how big the tattoo would be. He
charges KD 10 for the smallest tattoo, to as high as KD
300 for huge sizes of body art. 

American, European, Arab and Asian customers
His customers vary from Americans, Europeans, Arabs

and Asians. “I have many Kuwaiti customers too, but I
only accept if they are referred to me by someone I know.
I only accept if they call me and if I will be able to trace
back from where they got my number and if I knew that
they are somehow related to my old customer. There are
groups of people who would come and bring five, six or
10 customers at the same time. I will accommodate them
from morning till evening,” he said. 

Asked if there was a time a customer requested his tat-
too to be removed, Randy said, “There’s a request for that
but I don’t do such. It’s a hard job; I don’t have a machine

to do that here. I think a special laser machine can
remove that but I cannot afford to buy one. It can be
removed in a specialized hospital though.”

Randy then gives this advice to those interested in
having tattoos:”Once you decide to have your body
inked, make sure you want it permanently and if you
want it removed, don’t ask me to do so. I can only do a
remodeling tattoo, but not totally remove them from
your body.” 

Why is tattoo art illegal in Kuwait? Here’s the interpre-
tation from an Islamic preacher who requested anonymi-
ty: “Destroying God’s creation is illegal and anyone who
does so should not be patronized. The very reason why
tattoo is illegal is because the Holy Quran said so, no one
among us humans is allowed to alter or desecrate God’s
design and that includes your body. Plastic surgery is in
fact ‘illegal’ but I am sad that we can find them else-
where, endorsed and patronized by many Arab celebri-
ties.”


