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KUWAIT: Dozens of young men who spent a week at sea as part of
Kuwait’s annual pearl diving festival returned to their families yes-
terday. The pearl divers arrived in 12 ships, during a celebration
known as, Yom Al-Qaffal, or the day of closing - which marks the
end of the four-month long traditional pre-oil discovery pearl diving
season in Kuwait. Families of the divers welcomed their sons, in a
sign of national and local pride. 

Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah, Minister of
Information and State Minister for Youth congratulated the youth
on their achievements as chief guest of the event closing the 27th
Annual Pearl Diving festival at the Kuwait Sea Sports Club (KSSC) in
Salmiya. Sheikh Salman also thanked the Sea Sports Club officials’
efforts in representing and reenacting an important Kuwaiti tradi-
tion that commemorates the graciousness and sacrifices of the fore-
fathers of Kuwait. 

The KSSC has held the annual pearl diving trip for the last 27
years and this traditional activity is performed by young sailors from
Kuwait and other Gulf countries including Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and
the United Arab Emirates. Under the leadership of experienced sea
captains, the young sailors embark on a weeklong sea voyage
where they anchor off Khairan island and dive for pearls. The long
running festival is a tribute to Kuwait’s economic and cultural her-
itage and aims to preserve the art and occupation of pearl diving
and to teach younger generations about the life of their forefathers. 

The slogan of this year’s festival titled ‘These are my children’
goes in line with the phrase used by HH the Amir when he rushed
to the scene of the suicide bombing at the Imam Ja’far as-Sadiq
Mosque on June 26. When HH the Amir insisted to go inside the
mosque even though the mosque was still on fire, he refused his
security’s pleas and said ‘these are my children’, which means that
the people of Kuwait, all of us are his sons.

KUWAIT: The young
divers returning home. 

Pearl divers return home
‘Festival closes to congratulations and applause’

A diver greeting his mother on the shore. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat

The pearl diving ships return. A few of the pearls excavated from the journey. 

Sheikh Salman Sabah Salem Al-Hmoud Al-Sabah sits with
other delegates while awaiting the arrival of the divers.

One of the proud families poses for a photo. 


