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Pilgrims cast prayers 

to theskies from Algeria 
mountain peak
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A long exposure image showing an aeroplane passing in the sky during the Perseids meteor shower over the remains of St Ilia Roman early Christian basilica dated back to the 5th-6th century AD near the town of Pirdop, early yes-
terday. The Perseid meteor shower occurs every year in August when the Earth passes through the debris and dust of the Swift-Tuttle comet. The Perseid meteor shower an annual display of natural fireworks should be particularly
spectacular this year, with extra-dark skies expected to create optimal stargazing conditions, astronomers said on August 7, 2015. — AFP

Ayear after being hailed as one of Greece’s greatest
archaeological finds and a possible resting place of
Alexander the Great, the largest tomb ever discov-

ered in the country lies almost forgotten in the blazing
summer sun. The buzz of cicadas and wasps gives no hint
that Amphipolis, some 60 kilometers (37 miles) from the
northern city of Serres, drew a media stampede in August
2014 after authorities declared it a “unique” find.

“No one works here any more. The project is frozen, like
everything else in Greece,” says a young guard, referring to
the country’s economic crisis that in addition to mass lay-
offs and revenue cuts has also hit spending on cultural proj-
ects. “We still don’t know if the country is going to run out
of money,” he adds, refusing to give his name. At the time of
its discovery, there was speculation that archaeologists had
found the tomb of Alexander the Great (356 BC to 323 BC)
— or perhaps someone close to him like his mother
Olympias or wife Roxana. 

But a room-by-room search of the massive box-like
tomb has failed to give conclusive answers to date. Though
the remains of an elderly woman were found  — raising
hopes it could be Alexander’s mother-the bones of two
men, a newborn baby and animals including a horse were
also discovered. Out of 550 bone fragments found, 157 had
been matched to specific bodies so far-including that of a
fifth person whose sex has not been identified.

Culture Minister Nikos Xydakis has publicly criticized the
previous conservative administration over its handling of
the excavation. “The way the excavation was carried out
and (its) promotion...had elements of a show,” Xydakis said
in a televised interview in March. On Tuesday, the ministry
said significant sums of money and time would be required
to make the monument accessible to visitors. “The work
required to protect, rehabilitate and highlight the monu-
ment is enormous,” it said. The ministry said 200,000 euros
($220,000) had been earmarked after the excavation work
was carried out, but the imposition of capital controls in

June linked to the economic crisis has delayed the release
of funds.  As the scientific world awaits further clarification,
a dispute has arisen over whether the tomb is actually
Macedonian or was built under the Romans.

No links to Alexander proven 
Leftist daily Avgi, the newspaper of the ruling Syriza par-

ty, on Sunday said a group of experts had dated the tomb
to the first or second century BC-up to 300 years after

Alexander’s death, and it dismissed efforts to link the mon-
ument to his family as a “fiasco”. The head archaeologist at
Amphipolis, Katerina Peristeri, fired off an angry letter to
the newspaper to defend her evaluation. “The tomb com-
plex was built in the final quarter of the fourth century BC
(325-300 BC)...and was used until Roman times,” Peristeri
said. “The Macedonians sealed it for protection in the sec-
ond century BC,” she said, adding that a full evaluation
would be made in the autumn.

The tomb, measuring 500 meters (1,640 feet) in circum-
ference and dug into a 30-metre hill-was found to contain
sculptures of sphinxes and caryatids, intricate mosaics and
coins featuring the face of Alexander the Great. Built on the
banks of the river Strymon, Amphipolis was an important
city of the ancient Macedonian kingdom under Alexander.
Alexander built an empire stretching from modern Greece
to India. He died in Babylon and was buried in the city of
Alexandria, which he founded. The precise location of his
tomb is one of the biggest mysteries of archaeology.

The Amphipolis tomb’s location was known in antiquity,
and it is believed to have been repeatedly looted following
the conquest of the ancient Macedonian kingdom by Rome
in the second century BC. No funerary offerings were found,
and the culture ministry has confirmed that even the single
grave found inside the tomb had been searched. Historians
had dismissed from the start the possibility that the tomb’s
occupant could be Alexander himself, who conquered the
Persian empire and much of the known world before his
death in Babylon at the age of 32 in 323 BC.—AFP

This undated picture taken by Nina Sellars and
released by the Curtin University yesterday
shows Australian artist and academic Stelarc
revealing the implanted ear on his arm.

An employee of the Archaeological Museum of Amphipolis, northern Greece, pointing at
an information panel during a visit. — AFP

Employees of the Archaeological Museum of Amphipolis, northern Greece, sitting while
they wait for visitors.

A year on, no answers to 

ancient Greek tomb mystery

A view of the site where archaeolo-
gists unearthed last year a funeral
mound dating from the time of
Alexander the Great, in Amphipolis,
Northern Greece.

Australian artist

to connect ‘ear’

on arm to web

An Australian artist and academic plans to
connect an ear which he has been growing
for years on his arm to the Internet so people

can hear and track his movements. The project by a
professor from Curtin University in Western
Australia, known as Stelarc, is his latest in a series of
artworks exploring the boundaries of blending
robotics, prosthetics and the human body.
“Increasingly now, people are becoming Internet
portals of experience... imagine if I could hear with
the ears of someone in New York, imagine if I at the
same time, could see with the eyes of someone in
London,” he told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

A miniature microphone with wireless Internet
connection will be inserted into the “ear”, while
people will be able to track it through a GPS device
placed on the body part. “There won’t be an on-off
switch,” he said of the microphone. “If I’m not in a
wi-fi hotspot or I switch off my home modem, then
perhaps I’ll be offline, but the idea actually is to try
to keep the ear online all the time.” Stelarc, the
director of Alternate Anatomies Lab at Curtin, has
previously created an exoskeleton, inserted a sculp-
ture into his stomach and used a third, robotic, arm
for writing.—AFP


