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Radiohead’s Thom Yorke to 
write music for Broadway play
Radiohead’s Thom Yorke is going Broadway - he’s

written original music for the upcoming revival of
the play “Old Times” by Harold Pinter. Roundabout

Theatre Company said yesterday that Radiohead’s front-
man and principal songwriter lent his talents to the play
about love and memory starring Clive Owen, Eve Best
and Kelly Reilly. In “Old Times,” a married couple wel-

comes the wife’s old friend for a visit, which kicks up old
memories, verbal games and classic Pinter amounts of
menace. Douglas Hodge is directing. “In true Thom
Yorke-style, the music is epic, heartbreaking, irresistible
and complex. I’m hopeful this collaboration will result in
a new kind of theatergoer coming to our show,” Hodge
said in a statement.

Liam Neeson is play the role of US Army
General Douglas MacArthur in “Operation
Chromite” (a.k.a. “Incheon Landing

Operation”), a Korean-made blockbuster set during
the Korean War of the early 1950s. The film is to be
produced by South Korea’s Taewon Entertainment.
It will be directed by Lee Jae-han, and scripted by
Lee Man-hee, who both have war film experience
with hit “71: Into the Fire”. Although Chinese movies
are increasingly incorporating Hollywood talent, it
is rare in Korea. Neeson has had a career revival fol-
lowing box office success with “The Grey,” “Taken,”
“Battleship” and “The Lego Movie.” “Operation
Chromite” focuses on the heroic Korean troopers
who carried out the covert “X-ray” operation that
preceded the Incheon landing operation in the
Yellow Sea. The landing shifted the momentum of

the Korean War. “We plan to go into the production
in late September with a production cost of 15 bil-
lion won (US$12.62 million),” Taewon boss Jeong
Tae-won told news agency Yonhap. He expects to
hold a promo event on Sept. 15, the anniversary of
the Incheon Landing. A company spokesperson
told Variety that “Operation” is preparing to start
shooting in the second half of this year, aiming to
release it in the first half of 2016. Production will
take place in South Korea, with Neeson flying in for
filming. Other roles have not been cast, though top
stars Lee Jung-jae (“Assassination”), Hyun Bin (“The
Fatal Encounter”) are known to have received the
script for the role of the leader of the South Korean
intelligence unit. Another, Lee Beom-su (“The
Beauty Inside”) is being considered for the role of
the North Korean elite officer.
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Wahlberg to star
in cop comedy

‘Partners’
Mark Wahlberg will star as a Los

Angeles Police Department detec-
tive in New Line’s action-comedy

“Partners.” Leverage Entertainment’s Stephen
Levinson will produce. The script, written by
Evan Turner, centers on a detective becom-
ing romantically involved with a woman
after a one-night stand, then discovering
that she’s an FBI agent in charge of a high-
profile case to which he’s been assigned.
New Line’s Richard Brener, Sam Brown and
Michael Disco are overseeing for the studio,
which is seeking a director and lead actress.
Wahlberg starred as a detective with Will
Ferrell in Warner’s 2010 comedy “The Other
Guys.” He was last seen in “Ted 2” and will
appear with Ferrell in Paramount’s “Daddy’s
Home,” which opens on Christmas. He’s been
shooting Lionsgate’s “Deepwater Horizon”
with Peter Berg directing. Wahlberg is
repped by WME, Leverage Management and
Sloane Offer. Turner is repped by WME and
Underground. The news was first reported by
Deadline Hollywood.

Dustin Hoffman: 
I’ve made my 

granddaughter 
jealous 

Dustin Hoffman has made his nine-
year-old granddaughter jealous with
his latest career move. The award-

winning actor - whose career has seen him
play some of cinema’s most iconic charac-
ters, including Raymond Babbitt in ‘Rain Man’
- is narrating the audiobook of
‘Appleblossom the Possum’, and his grand-
daughter Daisy Jo could not be more envi-
ous. He explained to PEOPLE magazine:
“When she found out I was going to do the
voices, she says, ‘But I’m the perfect
Appleblossom’. “She wanted to do
Appleblossom, so when she was told that I
was doing it, she said, ‘Oh, he always gets the
best parts.’”  Meanwhile, the Oscar-winning
actor claimed last month that the film indus-
try is in the “worst” shape it’s ever been in. He
observed that while the TV industry is riding
the crest of a wave at the moment, the film
business has hit an all-time low. Dustin
reflected: “I think right now television is the
best that it’s ever been and I think that it’s
the worst that film has ever been - in the 50

Rita Ora: I’m a supporter of females

Rita Ora insists she is not a traitor to women for collaborating with Chris Brown. The ‘Poison’ hitmaker has come
under fire for teaming up with the 26-year-old star - who was convicted of assaulting then-girlfriend Rihanna
in 2009 - on ‘Boy on Me’ but insists his background has nothing do with the track as she just wanted to work

with someone whose vocals suited the song. She said on Free Radio: “I’ve been such a supporter of females for such
a long time, you know,
look at any of my
interviews. I think the
song speaks for itself.
“His voice really suited
this record and I
approached it with
that in mind. I really
just went into this col-
laboration with a clear
mind of what vocally
will sound the best,
and what musically
works. That, to me,
made the most sense.”
The 24-year-old star
previously spoke out
about her reasons for
working with the
‘Loyal’ hitmaker, say-

ing he is “important” to her both “personally and professionally”. She said: “(He’s) strong, powerful and someone that
is important to me personally and professionally. The discrimination and all what people think? If you have a great
song then no one cares.” However, critics of ‘Body on Me’ have slammed the star on social media and reminded her of
the incident in 2009 when Chris attacked Rihanna following a pre-Grammy awards party in Los Angeles. The singer
was sentenced to five years’ probation, domestic violence counseling and community service.

Perry making
Christmas song 

Katy Perry is making a Christmas song. The 30-year-old star has
teased she will be releasing a festive tune later this year by reveal-
ing she has been in the studio writing a seasonal song with her

“squad”. She wrote on Instagram: “When your derp squad writes a
Christmas song in August (sic).” The ‘Dark Horse’ hitmaker previously
alluded she may be working on a holiday hit when she tweeted about an
incident in the studio which ended with her falling flat on her face, end-
ing the message with Christmas tree, prayer and musical notes emojis.
She wrote: “Ya know yer sanging good when ya lose yer balance & fall
over in the vocal booth (sic).” Katy - who released her fourth studio album
‘Prism’ in 2013 - has not confirmed when she will release the project,
although if she puts it out this year it will coincide with H&M’s Christmas
campaign, which she previously revealed she will be the face of. Other
musicians set to put out new seasonal tunes this Christmas include
Mariah Carey who is re-working her ‘Merry Christmas’ collection, and Kylie
Minogue who is rumored to be creating a disco-inspired record.

Sigma think
Pharrell is an alien 
The drum and bass duo - Cameron Edwards and Joe

Lenzie - spotted the 42-year-old musician backstage
at Glastonbury festival where they were both per-

forming back in June and said while it was “cool” to see
him, they are convinced he must be an extra-terrestrial
because of his ever-youthful appearance. Speaking exclu-
sively to BANG Showbiz, Joe said: “I think Pharrell was on
[stage] just after us so I didn’t get a chance to talk to him
but to see him in person was quite a cool experience
because he’s an alien. He’s looked the same for about 30
years, I don’t know how he does it!” However, the ‘Nobody
To Love’ hitmakers - who recently released their new single
‘Glitterball’ featuring Ella Henderson - admitted they didn’t
approach the singer and producer because they find it
embarrassing when musicians beg for collaborations.
Asked if they spoke to Pharrell about teaming up, Joe
explained: “I think I’m past that stage because I’ve had peo-
ple come up to me in the past and I don’t want to be that
guy, even though I am a massive fan of Pharrell. I love all of
his stuff but I wouldn’t want to be the guy walking up to
him trying to sell myself to him.” —Bang Showbiz

Mark Ronson and Bruno Mars have been accused of
plagiarism. The pair have come under fire from
Serbian singer Viktorija - whose real name is

Snezana Miskovic - who claims their chart-topping collabo-
ration ‘Uptown Funk’ is a rip off of her 1984 single ‘Ulice
Mracne Nisu Za Devojke’, which translates as ‘Dark Streets
Are Not For Girls’. She said: “Their song ‘Uptown Funk’ con-

tains 80 per cent of my tracks. How much of it are you
allowed to take as inspiration for your song?” Despite
claiming the song is “80 per cent” hers, the 56-year-old star
insisted she has not yet decided whether to sue them and
instead just wants to have her contribution appreciated.
She told the Daily Star newspaper: “I’m in no hurry to sue
them, these processes take a long time, and my life and
career does not depend on lawsuits.”For these lawsuits,
there should be a lot of money, the lawyers are working on
a percentage. If I still decide to sue them and I win, I have
to figure out what to do with that money.” The news comes
five months after Robin Thicke and Pharrell Williams were
ordered to pay $7.3 million in copyright infringement due
to similarities between their number one single ‘Blurred
Lines’ and Marvin Gaye’s ‘Got To Give It Up’. However, both
Robin and Pharrell denied any wrong-doing and insisted
they would battle the decision. Their lawyer, Howard King,
said at the time: “We owe it to songwriters around the
world to make sure this verdict doesn’t stand.”My clients
know that they wrote the song ‘Blurred Lines’ from their
hearts and souls and no other source. “We are going to
exercise every post trial remedy we have to make sure this
verdict does not stand. We look at it as being in the sev-
enth inning of a game that could go into extra innings.”

Ronson, Mars accused of plagiarism


