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Doping scandal
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showdown new
significance

Suarez joins Ronaldo, Messi on UEFA top player list Page 18

TBILISI: Barcelona’s team celebrates with the trophy after winning the UEFA Super Cup final football match against Sevilla at the Boris Paichadze Dinamo Arena.  — AFP

TBILISI: Barcelona added the UEFA Super
Cup to their treble win of trophies last season
despite blowing a 4-1 lead with a stunning 5-
4 win over Sevilla thanks to Pedro
Rodriguez’s extra time winner. 

Two magnificent free-kicks from Lionel
Messi plus goals from Rafinha and Luis
Suarez looked to have Barca well on course
to claim their fourth trophy of the year
after Ever Banega had given Sevilla a shock
early lead.

However, Jose Antonio Reyes reduced the
arrears before a Kevin Gameiro penalty and a
debut strike from Yevhen Konoplyanka
forced the game into an extra 30 minutes.

Barca weren’t to be denied, though, and,

in what could be his last game for the club,
Pedro pounced on the rebound after Beto
had denied Messi his hat-trick.

Pedro had been controversially left out of
the starting line-up despite the absence of
Neymar due to the mumps as he appears set
for a move to Manchester United after Barca
technical secretary Robert Fernandez admit-
ted he has asked to leave the club.

“He deserves it,” Messi said of Pedro’s
match-winning contribution. “The players
and the club don’t know what he is going to
do. It is his decision, but whatever he does
we wish him the best.” Sevilla made the
brighter start and Javier Mascherano was
lucky to avoid further punishment after

being adjudged to have brought down
Reyes on the edge of the area.

The punishment was still to come for the
European champions, though, as Banega
clinically curled the resulting free-kick past
the helpless Marc-Andre Ter Stegen with an
effort his international teammate Messi
would have been proud of.

Unfortunately, for Unai Emery’s men the
lead lasted only four minutes as Suarez was
blocked by Grzegorz Krychowiak and Messi
delicately chipped the ball over the wall into
the top corner.

The four-time World Player of the Year’s
next set-piece was even more spectacular as
he this time fired a free-kick in off the inside

of the post to move level with Cristiano
Ronaldo as the all-time leading scorer in
European competitions with 80.

Suarez passed up a huge chance for the
third when he fired straight at Beto two min-
utes before half-time but made immediate
amends by collecting the rebound to tee up
Rafinha to slot home.

Sevilla’s hopes of a comeback appeared to
be over when a shocking pass from Benoit
Tremoulinas was intercepted by Sergio
Busquets and turned home by Suarez.

Yet, they were given a lifeline when Reyes
turned home Vitolo’s excellent cross at the far
post to reduce the arrears. Jeremy Mathieu
then pulled down Vitolo inside the area and

was also lucky only to see a yellow card
before Gameiro fired home the spot-kick.

And a remarkable comeback was com-
plete when two substitutes on their debut
combined for the equaliser as Konoplyanka
tapped home Ciro Immobile’s low cross.

Pedro was finally introduced three min-
utes into extra time and just as in the Super
Cup six years ago against Shakhtar Donetsk
he grabbed the winner by firing into the roof
of the net after Beto had parried Messi’s fol-
low-up effort from another dangerous free-
kick. Sevilla still had two great chances to
force an incredible match into a penalty
shootout but both Coke and Adil Rami fired
off target as a relieved Barca hung on. — AFP

Pedro Barca’s hero in Super Cup classic

TORONTO: Serena Williams shook off some
hard-court rust before rolling to a 2-6 6-3 6-0
win over Italy’s Flavia Pennetta at the Rogers
Cup on Tuesday, but the home crowd failed
to fire up local favorite Eugenie Bouchard,
who slumped to another first round exit.

Williams, playing her first match of the
North American hard-court swing after
pulling out at Stanford last week with a sore
right elbow, endured a ragged opening set
in which she was broken four times and fired
four double faults.

But the 33-year-old American, a three-
time champion on the Toronto hardcourts,
eventually found her rhythm in the second
round match. While Pennetta would break
on her next opportunity to lead 2-1 in the
second set, Williams shifted into another
gear and stormed through the next four
games on her way to levelling the match at
one set each.

Fans were treated to the sight of Williams
in full flow in the third as the 21-times grand
slam champion finished off Pennetta with a
thundering backhand winner.

“It was tough holding serve today for me,”
said the world number one, adding that she
could not recall another match where she
had been broken four times in a single set.

“It was definitely good for me to have a
match like this, to play a good player like her,
especially since I haven’t played a match on
hard court since early April.”

While all four grand slam titles are already
in her possession, a successful defence of her
U.S. Open crown next month would put
Williams in an exclusive club along with

Maureen Connolly, Margaret Court and Steffi
Graf as the only women to have swept all four
in a single season.

While Williams continues to dominate the
game, the once-bright star of Canadian
Bouchard lost even more of its lustre with a 6-
0 5-7 6-2 loss to Swiss teenager Belinda
Bencic in the first round. Hailed as the new
face of women’s tennis just 12 months ago,
Bouchard’s downward spiral shows no signs
of coming to a halt as the 21-year-old fell at
the first hurdle for the eighth time in 10 tour-
naments. 

In other first round upsets on Tuesday,
France’s Alize Cornet dispatched ninth seed-
ed Spaniard Carla Suarez Navarro 6-3 6-7(2) 6-
4 while Croatia qualifier Mirjana Lucic-Baroni
disposed of Czech 10th seed Karolina
Pliskova 3-6 7-6(5) 6-2.

American Alison Riske outlasted 12th seed
Timea Bacsinszky of Switzerland 3-6 7-6(4) 7-
6(3) in a three-hour marathon. Russian 11th
seed Ekaterina Makarova was a 6-3 6-3 win-
ner over American Anna Tatishvili while 13th
seed Angelique Kerber of Germany stormed
into the second round with 6-1 6-0 rout of
Japan’s Misaki Doi.

Two former world number ones Jelena
Jankovic and Victoria Azarenka made smooth
passage to the second round with straight
sets wins.

Twice Australian Open champion
Azarenka, who withdrew from an event in
Washington with a sore shoulder, opened
with a 6-1 6-4 win over Ukraine’s Elina Svitova
while Jankovic stopped Frenchwoman
Caroline Garcia 7-6(4) 6-2. — Reuters

Serena shakes off rust, 
Bouchard woes continue

MONTREAL: World number one Novak Djokovic kicked off his bid for a
fourth Canadian crown with a 6-3 7-6(4) second round win over a stub-
born Thomaz Bellucci at the Rogers Cup on Tuesday.

Bellucci, with just one win in five visits to Canada and coming off a
first-round loss at Washington, appeared to be the perfect opponent
for Djokovic to launch his buildup to the U.S.  Open but provided a stiff
test for the Serb.

“Match could have gone either way, honestly, especially in the sec-
ond set,” Djokovic told reporters after battling Bellucci for an hour and
50 minutes. “But we both had our chances to break. We got to the
tiebreak, which I thought was fair, then it was anybody’s game.

“It’s the first hard-court match for me from Miami earlier this year in
March. It takes a little bit of time to get into the rhythm, get into the
groove.”

The top seed in Canada for the fifth straight year, Djokovic saved all
three break points he faced in a tight opening set. The Serb, who nar-
rowly missed out on a fourth Canada title last year after losing to Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga in the final, also saved two break points in the second
as the set went to a tie break, which he quickly took control of and
took 7-4 to register his 250th world tour Masters 1000 match win.

Only three players have beaten Djokovic in 2015 — Ivo Karlovic,
Roger Federer and Stan Wawrinka. For the second straight night, late
action was suspended at the Rogers Cup. World number three Andy
Murray had his match with Tommy Robredo postponed with the duel
even at 4-4 in the first set.

In first-round action, Tsonga opened his title defense with a 6-4 6-4
win over Croatian teenager Borna Coric in a rain-interrupted match
that began on Monday.

Czech Lukas Rosol upset South African 12th seed Kevin Anderson 7-
6(2) 7-6(4) while Bulgarian 14th seed Grigor Dimitrov, a semi-finalist
last year, advanced 6-4 7-5 against Ukrainian qualifier Alexandr
Dologopolov. Belgian 13th seed David Goffin beat American Steve
Johnson 6-2 6-2, leaving John Isner to carry the United States flag into
the second round, the 16th seed blasting 23 aces past Germany’s
Benjamin Becker in a 6-4 6-7(6) 6-3 win. — Reuters

Djokovic launches 
hard-court campaign

MONTREAL: Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns the ball during day
two of the Rogers Cup against Thomaz Bellucci of Brazil at Uniprix
Stadium. — AFP


