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Suarez joins 

Ronaldo, 

Messi on 

UEFA top 

player list

PARIS: Barcelona’s Uruguay for-
ward Luis Suarez was yesterday
named on a three-man shortlist
for UEFA’s Best Player in Europe
award for 2014/15.

The 28-year-old joins peren-
nial top player nominees Lionel
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo.
Suarez’s Barca teammate Messi
won the inaugural UEFA Best
Player in Europe award in 2011
while Real Madrid’s Ronaldo is
the current holder. 

Messi is the big favorite as
Barcelona won the treble of
Champions League, La Liga and
Copa del Rey last season, while
he helped Argentina reach the
Copa America final.

The award will be handed
out in Monaco on August 27
during the draw for the group
stages of the Champions
League.

Behind the top three,
Juventus goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon was fourth, Barca’s Brazil
forward Neymar fifth and Eden
Hazard of Chelsea sixth. —AFP

SPAIN: A combination of file pictures shows (from left) Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi, Barcelona’s Urugayan forward Luis Suarez and Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo.
Barcelona’s stars Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez are up against Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo for UEFA’s 2014-2015 Best Player award which will be awarded on August 27. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich kick-off the new
Bundesliga season at home to Hamburg on
Friday with the Bavarians bidding for an his-
toric fourth league title and Pep Guardiola
tight-lipped over his future.

Bayern’s head coach is about to start the
third and final season of his contract and will
reveal his future plans over the course of the
campaign.

Global broadcaster BeIN Sport insists he
has already signed a four-year deal to join
Manchester City for the 2016/17 season, while
Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge is
eager to extend Pep’s stay.

Bayern’s senior figures regularly claim the
Bundesliga title remains the priority each sea-
son, but Guardiola was brought in to bring

Champions League glory to the Bavarians.
Having exited the semi-finals at the hands

of Real Madrid, then Barcelona in their two
seasons under Guardiola, Bayern bosses hope
it will be a case of third-time lucky this term.

Whatever Guardiola decides, Bayern will
have to adjust to life without midfield general
Bastian Schweinsteiger, who has quit Bayern
after 13 seasons for another famous red shirt
at Manchester United. Munich are the big
favourites to win the German league again
and become the first to win a fourth-straight
crown. But Guardiola’s men have lost six of
their last eight competitive fixtures, including
defeat to last season’s runners-up VfL
Wolfsburg on penalties in Germany’s Super
Cup. There were no surprises in Sunday’s 3-1

win at fifth-tier Noettingen in the first round of
the German Cup, though. New signing Arturo
Vidal gave the visitors an early lead and after
the hosts pulled level, Mario Goetze and
Robert Lewandowski scored for Bayern.

“It was a good test for the Bundesliga open-
er on Friday,” said Goetze. “We are prepared for
the season, we’re in good spirits and we’re
looking forward to it.”

Bayern’s advantage at the top has reduced
year on year over the past three seasons and
their main rivals are likely to be Wolfsburg and
Moenchengladbach again.

Borussia Dortmund are an unknown pack-
age under new coach Thomas Tuchel, after
Jurgen Klopp quit at the end of last season.
They are looking to once again challenge

Bayern’s title stranglehold, which shows only
vague signs of weakening.

Their record 25-point cushion over
Dortmund in the 2012/13 season was reduced
to a comfortable 19 points in 2013/14 while
they ‘only ’ enjoyed a ten point-lead over
Wolves last term. Bayern have boosted their
midfield options with Chile international Vidal
set to bring his box-to-box energy while Brazil
winger Douglas Costa can cover for either
injury-prone Arjen Robben or Franck Ribery.
Around the league, Germany internationals
have returned home with striker Kevin Kuranyi
joining Hoffenheim after a five-year stint with
Dynamo Moscow and Augsburg winger Piotr
Trochowski is back from Sevilla.

Yoshinori Muto is the latest big-name

Japanese player to grace the Bundesliga hav-
ing signed for Mainz from FC Tokyo. The
Bundesliga’s new teams are Bavaria’s
Ingolstadt, who are making their debut in
Germany’s top flight, while Darmstadt are
back after a 33-year absence.

They failed to stay up on their brief
sojourns into the Bundesliga in 1978/79 and
1981/82 and the Lillies will have to prove
themselves to avoid a swift return to the sec-
ond division. Fans are still lapping up live
Bundesliga football, though, as an average of
43,500 fans went to each match last season.
The figure dwarves England’s Premier League
where the average is 36,200, while Spain’s La
Liga has 27,000 fans watching each game and
Italy’s Serie A a modest 22,200. — AFP

Bayern eye historic fourth title

LONDON: Manchester City midfielder Yaya
Toure says he was “unfairly” criticised last sea-
son for a perceived dip in form but insisted he
could not care less. The Ivory Coast captain
was at his marauding best against West
Bromwich Albion, scoring a brace in his club’s
Premier League opener on Monday.

“For me, I’m quite surprised. Last season
was not the best season for us, but second in
the table, I think, is not bad at all,” the 32-year-
old was quoted as saying by the British media.

“There has been a lot of criticism about me
but it was not a bad season. Twelve goals and
I won the Copa (Africa Cup of Nations) for my
country. It’s not bad at all.

“I know what I want, I know what I have to
do. I don’t care what people are saying about
me,” he said. One of the most dominant play-
ers in European football when on song, Toure

insisted he was “not back”, as had been widely
reported. “I’ve always been there. People have
to understand football is not talking about
one player, it’s about the team. I hope this
year is going to be fine for us,” Toure said. “The
important thing is we have a target. That is to
bounce back like we did two seasons ago.

“The Premier League is very tough. There’s
a very long way to go. There’s 37 more games,
we want to be fully aware of all that’s coming,”
he said. City host champions Chelsea at the
Etihad Stadium on Sunday and the impor-
tance of the match is not lost on Toure. “We
have a massive game on Sunday against a
direct rival. I hope it will be a good one for us,”
the former Barcelona player said.

“Sunday is going to be tough again-after
that we have Everton. I think it is a strong
start. We are fully focused this year.” — Reuters

I’m not back, I was 

always there - Toure

BARCELONA: Barcelona can extend their trophy
haul this year to five when they face Athletic
Bilbao in the Spanish Super Cup while much of
the attention will again be on the future of
unsettled striker Pedro and whether he starts in
the first leg tomorrow.

Despite Neymar’s illness Pedro was surpris-
ingly left out of the starting lineup to face Sevilla
in Tuesday’s European Super Cup but they need-
ed him to come on and score an extra-time win-
ner in the nine-goal thriller. Tiredness in the first
competitive match of the season certainly
played a role as Barca squandered a three-goal
lead and there will be no let up as they face a
physical Bilbao team.

It is a repeat of the King’s Cup final where
Barca had a comfortable victory but they will
now need to improve defensively if they are to
add to their four pieces of silverware in 2015
having won the treble last season. “We will have
to examine what happened and there is work
for us to do ahead of the next Super Cup game,”
said coach Luis Enrique after the Sevilla victory.

“I am though very happy with the way that

we won and showed the hard work that is nec-
essary.” Barca’s technical secretary Robert
Fernandez has said Pedro wants to leave but
Luis Enrique denied that was why he left him
out of the side.

“He had to stop training two days ago due to
a problem with his leg and so I decided to start
with Rafinha. It is my job to pick the team and
that is what I did,” added Luis Enrique.

Neymar will still be missing against Bilbao
with mumps and Pedro will again be in the
frame to start but at the same time rumours
continue to circulate of a move to Manchester
United. Barca will also be without Jordi Alba
while Bilbao are not at full strength with Iker
Muniain, Mikel Rico and Inaki Williams among
those set to be absent.

“They have important players out but so
have we,” said Athletic forward Aritz Aduriz. “We
need to have all our players available and it is a
big blow for us that we haven’t.” The Super Cup
return leg is at the Camp Nou next Monday
ahead of the start of the La Liga season the fol-
lowing weekend. — Reuters

LONDON: After only one weekend of the
English Premier League season, Chelsea manag-
er Jose Mourinho is in familiar territory :
Embroiled in an irrational dispute and his con-
duct being denounced.

The unexpected target of Mourinho’s ire is
the club doctor whose eagerness to race onto
the field to treat an apparently injured Chelsea
player incensed Mourinho.

Although Mourinho’s spats with referees and
media outlets are commonplace, he is now
being condemned by medical professionals for
the “unjust” axing of Dr. Eva Carneiro from her
match-day role on the Chelsea bench and giv-
ing the impression of not prioritizing players’
welfare. Carneiro’s apparent job downgrading
came after Mourinho publicly criticized the
actions of his medical staff following the open-
ing-day draw with Swansea.

In stoppage time, with Chelsea already down
to 10 men after goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
was sent off, Eden Hazard was brought down at
Stamford Bridge.

The immediate reaction from Carneiro and
physiotherapist Jon Fearn was to leave the
bench to treat Hazard. The protocol - designed
to limit time-wasting by teams - required the
winger to leave the field for a short time, tem-
porarily leaving Chelsea with only nine players
as the Premier League champions chased a win-
ner. “I was unhappy with my medical staff. They
were impulsive and naive,” Mourinho said after
the game. “Whether you are a kit man, doctor or
secretary on the bench you have to understand
the game.

“You have to know you have one player less
and to assist a player you must be sure he has a
serious problem.” Frustrated at dropping two
points at the start of Chelsea’s title defense,
Mourinho concluded that Hazard “did not have
a serious problem.”

But the Premier League Doctors Group
issued a strong defense on behalf of Carneiro
yesterday, saying the medics were clearly sum-
moned by the referees to attend to Hazard.
Refusing to go onto the field would have
breached the doctor’s duty to a patient, said
Mark Gillett, the group’s chairman who is West
Bromwich Albion’s performance director.

“The Premier League Doctors’ Group consid-
ers that removing Dr. Eva Carneiro from the
Chelsea team bench for their next match is
unjust in the extreme,” Gillett said in a state-
ment. “It is a huge concern that Dr. Carneiro has
... a change in her professional role, merely
because she adhered to her code of profession-
al conduct and did her job properly.”

Carneiro has remained silent in public on the
specifics of the case, but she did issue a rare
social media posting on Sunday as the storm
over Mourinho’s comments swelled.

“I would like to thank the general public for
their overwhelming support,” Carneiro, who
previously worked for the British Olympic
Medical Institute and UK Athletics, wrote on her
verified Facebook account. “Really very much
appreciated.” 

At a club which frowns on back-room staff
beyond Mourinho and his assistant speaking
publicly, such a comment will not have gone

down well -  particularly as it appeared to
expose friction within the club.

Chelsea only said Wednesday “we don’t com-
ment on internal staffing matters” even as the
club is being criticized for seeming to under-
mine player welfare.

“The precedent set by this incident demon-
strates that the medical care of players appears
to be secondary to the result of the game,” said
Gillett, speaking on behalf of the league’s doc-
tors. Gillet said there is a “pressing need to fur-
ther establish and highlight the explicit role of a
Premier League doctor.” Mourinho is likely to be
asked about it when he faces the media ahead
of Sunday’s match against Manchester City, the
team Chelsea took the title from last season.

Mourinho finding a distraction or a scape-
goat is nothing new. Usually, though, the tar-
gets to deflect from his team’s shortcomings are
referees or the media.

By picking a row with a Chelsea colleague,
Mourinho has revived memories of the fall-out
with owner Roman Abramovich which led to his
first period in charge ending in 2007.

That came a month into his third season in
charge - a milestone Mourinho is just weeks
away from reaching in his second spell in the
west London club’s dugout.

Given Mourinho only signed a new four-year
contract last week, his future seems secure. But
the doctor dispute in the opening days of the
season shows that the self-proclaimed “Special
One” is doing little to live up to his pledge on
returning to Chelsea in 2013 to be the “Happy
One.” — AP

Mourinho chided by medics 

for downgrading of doctor

SPAIN: A picture taken on April 22, 2014 shows Chelsea’s Czech goalkeeper Petr Cech (center) leaving the pitch accompanied by team doctor
Eva Carneiro after being injured. Chelsea have sidelined team doctor Eva Carneiro from match-day duties after she fell foul of manager Jose
Mourinho, according to British media reports. — AFP

Barca seek fifth trophy 

in Spanish Super Cup

LONDON: Liverpool’s forgotten left-back Jose
Enrique has vowed to stay at the club and fight
for a starting place despite being “alienated” by
manager Brendan Rodgers, the Liverpool Echo
reported. The 29-year-old Spaniard, who is
entering the final year of his contract at Anfield,
was left out of the club’s pre-season prepara-
tions along with Mario Balotelli and Fabio Borini.

Enrique, who lost his place in the matchday
squad to teenager Joe Gomez for Liverpool’s win
against Stoke City in their season opener, has
been linked with a move to West Bromwich
Albion. But the Spaniard says Liverpool’s lack of
experienced options at left-back could see him
return to first-team action in the coming
months.

“I’m in a difficult position,” Enrique said. “The
club have alienated Balotelli, Borini and me.” “I
have a year left on my contract and I imagine
the club will want to sell, but I still want to stay
and fight as I always have,” he added. “I will not

give up. I know from experience that football
changes from day to night.” Enrique underwent
surgery for a serious knee injury in 2013 and has
failed to recapture his best form for the club
ever since. He has made 66 Premier League
appearances for Liverpool since joining from
Newcastle United in 2011.

“I feel fine after two years with knee discom-
fort. Plus in the squad here we only have one
pure left-back (Alberto Moreno) and I know that
if I stay I’ll play. I want to prove that some are
wrong.” Enrique said moving away from Anfield
would be a step down in his career. “What I think
is that I will not play in a team better than this,”
he said. “Liverpool are a match for Manchester
United. “I had a very good option to return to
Spain, but is complicated because the economy
is very different from what exists here. “The only
teams that can deal with what is paid in England
are Real Madrid and Barcelona, so I would love
to stay here until my legs stop me.” — Reuters

Forgotten man Enrique 

vows to stay at the club


