
PARIS: Olympique Lyonnais are close to an agreement with Tottenham
Hotspur for the transfer of Cameroon striker Clinton Njie to the London
side, president Jean-Michel Aulas said yesterday.

“We are close to an agreement but there’s no urgency for us,” he told
French radio RMC. “We want to complete our own signings first ... but I
thank (Tottenham chairman) Daniel Levy to have made an offer that we
now regard as consistent,” he added.

Lyon, who will return to the Champions League after a three-year
absence say they want to sign at least a centre back and a mid-
fielder by the end of the transfer window. 

According to media reports, Tottenham are ready to pay
14 million euros ($15.66 million) plus up to three million
more in further payments for the 21-year-old who scored
seven goals in 30 Ligue 1 appearances with Lyon last sea-
son. Njie, who can play in several attacking positions, has
eight caps for Cameroon. 

Tottenham are in need of extra firepower to assist
England str iker  Harr y  K ane as  both Togo’s
Emmanuel Adebayor and Spanish forward
Roberto Soldado are likely to be allowed to
leave. — Reuters
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LONDON: Andy Murray believes the unique Glasgow atmos-
phere can fire Britain to the Davis Cup final after the Scottish
city was yesterday confirmed as the venue for the semi-final
against 28-times champions Australia.

The tie, taking place on Sept. 18-20, will be held indoors at
the city’s Emirates Arena. 

“It’s exciting for the team to be going back to Glasgow,” Scot
Murray, the world number three currently in action in
Montreal, said in a statement from British Tennis.

“It’s always special to play in front of a home crowd. “We are
fortunate to have played our last three ties at home. We had a
unique atmosphere in Glasgow, the crowd was unbelievable.
It’s going to be a huge week for our team.”

Murray, who can expect deafening support, has a superb
record for Britain in Davis Cup singles matches, winning 21 of
23. The venue was used for the World Group first round tie in
March when Britain beat the United States.

Britain are bidding to reach the final for the first time since
1978. They last won the team event in 1936. The other semi-
final is between Belgium and Argentina in Brussels. — Reuters

Glasgow to host Britain’s 
Davis Cup semi-finalLONDON: Manchester City forward Raheem Sterling has predicted the Premier League title

race to be a very closely fought affair this season with most contenders having strength-
ened their squads. City’s 49 million pound ($76 million) man, who left Liverpool during the
summer to become the most expensive English player of all time, made his debut on
Monday in his side’s comfortable 3-0 victory over West Bromwich Albion. “It’s going to be a
really tough season,” the 20-year-old told the club’s website. “Everyone has strengthened
their squads and the Premier League is always hard to second guess.”

Sterling is set to make his home debut on Sunday against Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea
against whom City drew both their games last season.

“Chelsea are very strong in every department from their defence and mid-
field to their attack, but it should be a good game and I’m really looking for-
ward to playing in this match,” the England international said. “I’ve done
alright against them in the past and results-wise, I think it’s been pretty
even overall so far in the matches I’ve played in.

“But I’m hoping this one will go our way and it’s vital that it does. We’re on
our own ground and with it being our first home game of the season, we

want to get off on the right foot.” Sterling was coy about his targets for the sea-
son as he wants to stay away from any added pressure. “I’ve set myself tar-

gets for goals and assists and I know where I want to be but I don’t really
want to reveal what they are because I’ll put myself under massive
pressure,” he said. “But I’ve got personal goals that I want to reach this
season for City and hopefully I can meet them.”  — Reuters

Sterling expects tight race Lyon close on Njie deal

SEATTLE: Austin Jackson hit a bases-loaded single
in the 10th inning to give the Seattle Mariners a 6-5
victory over the Baltimore Orioles on Tuesday night,
marking the first time since baseball expanded to
30 clubs that all 15 home teams won on the same
day. Jackson’s single off reliever T.J. McFarland (0-2)
down the right-field line scored Logan Morrison
from third and finished off the major league sched-
ule for the night.

The last time home teams went undefeated on a
day with more than one game was an 8-0 record on
Aug. 28, 2008 - although road squads were 7-0 on
April, 2, 2013, according to STATS. Arizona and
Tampa Bay joined the majors in 1998, bringing the
total to 30 teams.

STATS said the best performance by home teams
had been 11-0, accomplished six times - three in the
1800s. The most recent occasion was Sept. 16, 1989.

INDIANS 5, YANKEES 4
Michael Brantley’s RBI single with one out in the

16th inning lifted Cleveland to a victory over skid-
ding New York, which lost its fourth straight and
had its lead in the AL East over Toronto trimmed to
a half-game. Brantley hit a hard single off Branden
Pinder (0-2) that first baseman Mark Teixeira
couldn’t handle and easily scored Jose Ramirez from
second base.  Brantley’s clutch hit ended the 5-hour,
4-minute game and triggered just the second walk-
off winning celebration by the Indians this season.
Austin Adams (2-0) worked a perfect inning and
combined with seven other Cleveland pitchers to
record 16 strikeouts. The first four hitters in New
York’s lineup - Jacoby Ellsbury, Brett Gardner, Alex
Rodriguez and Teixeira went a combined 1 for 25.

CUBS 6, BREWERS 3
Anthony Rizzo and Jorge Soler each drove in

two runs, Dan Haren picked up his first victory for
the Cubs and Chicago won for the 11th time in 12
games. The Brewers, last in the NL Central,
announced earlier in the day that Doug Melvin is
moving into an advisory role after 13 years as gen-
eral manager.

The Cubs, meanwhile, continue to roll. Haren (8-
7), acquired from Miami on July 31, pitched into the
sixth. Rizzo had two hits, including an RBI double,
and drew a bases-loaded walk. He is 19 for 42 in his
past 12 games. Soler extended his hitting streak to
10, and Chicago took advantage of three errors
along with some wild pitching on the way to yet
another win.

DODGERS 5, NATIONALS 0
Yasiel Puig drove in a career high-tying five runs

with a homer and a triple, Zack Greinke pitched six
sharp innings and Los Angeles defeated
Washington to snap a season-worst four-game skid.

Greinke (12-2) allowed six hits, struck out six and
walked four to remain unbeaten in his last 10 starts,
going 7-0 in that span. He lowered his major
league-leading ERA to 1.65.

Puig homered into the left-field pavilion in the
fourth to score Andre Ethier, whose leadoff triple
stood up after the Dodgers challenged the call.
Replays showed third baseman Yunel Escobar didn’t
tag Ethier’s leg before he reached the bag.

BLUE JAYS 4, ATHLETICS 2
Jose Bautista hit a solo home run, Drew

Hutchison pitched seven strong innings and
Toronto won its ninth straight game, beating

Oakland. Toronto starting pitchers have held the
opposition to three earned runs or fewer in 15 con-
secutive games. Hutchison (11-2) allowed two runs
and four hits in seven-plus innings.  The right-han-
der hadn’t completed seven innings since a com-
plete-game victory over the Chicago White Sox on
May 25. Hutchison is 9-1 with a 2.68 ERA in 12 home
starts and 2-1 with a 9.00 ERA in 11 road outings.
Roberto Osuna pitched the ninth for his 11th save.

ROYALS 6, TIGERS 1
Lorenzo Cain went 4 for 4 with a home run and

Yordano Ventura pitched six scoreless innings as
Kansas City defeated Detroit. Cain, who raised his
average to .316, led off the sixth with his 12th
homer, a mammoth shot to left field. Mike
Moustakas snapped an 0-for-18 drought with a
homer to right field with Kendrys Morales aboard in
the same inning.

Ventura (7-7), who is 3-1 since the All-Star break,
limited the Tigers to two hits but walked a career-
high six. He struck out eight, tying his season high.
Eric Hosmer hit a two-run homer in the first, giving
him 21 RBIs in the opening inning.

METS 4, ROCKIES 0
Matt Harvey pitched four-hit ball for eight

innings, Ruben Tejada had a go-ahead single in the
sixth and New York beat Colorado for the eighth
straight time at Citi Field.

Juan Lagares had a two-run double in the eighth
to help the Mets improve to 40-18 at home, match-
ing last season’s win total when they lost 41 at Citi
Field. Harvey (11-7) was dominant for a fourth
straight start. He walked none for the third straight
outing and struck out four, pitching to contact
rather than overpowering the Rockies. He was lifted
for pinch-hitter Curtis Granderson with the bases
loaded in the eighth.

Granderson got a gift RBI from Boone Logan for
the second straight night. He was hit by a pitch with
the bases loaded Monday. This time Logan walked
Granderson, who did not start against Chris Rusin
(3-5), a lefty. Lagares, who has lost most of his play-
ing time since the arrival of Yoenis Cespedes, fol-
lowed with the two-run double.

TWINS 3, RANGERS 2
Eduardo Escobar’s two-out double in the ninth

inning drove in the winning run, capping a late rally
by Minnesota for a much-needed victory over Texas.

Joe Mauer and Miguel Sano tied the game with
RBI doubles in the eighth, and Glen Perkins (1-3)
pitched a scoreless ninth to pick up the win, just the
seventh for the Twins in 23 games since the All-Star
break. Spencer Patton (1-1) quickly got the first two
outs in the ninth, but he walked Kurt Suzuki before
reaching the bottom of the order with Escobar, who
grounded a full-count fastball down the right-field
line. Suzuki scored easily and the Twins were able to
smile and dance.

GIANTS 3, ASTROS 1
Madison Bumgarner pitched a five-hitter with 12

strikeouts, Brandon Belt broke up a pitcher’s duel
with two solo homers, and San Francisco beat
Houston. Belt’s homers, in the fourth and sixth
innings, gave him 17 this season to match his career
high also done in 2013. It was his third career multi-
homer game and second this year for the defending
champion Giants, who bounced back at home after
being swept by the Cubs in four games over the

weekend at Wrigley Field. Bumgarner (13-6) out-
pitched fellow southpaw Scott Kazmir (6-7) in an
anticipated interleague matchup of top lefties for
the World Series MVP’s eighth career complete
game and second this season. He didn’t walk a bat-

ter in the 105-pitch gem. Kazmir, who had allowed
only one earned run for a 0.44 ERA in three starts
since joining his hometown Astros in a July 23 trade
from Oakland, committed two throwing errors
while losing his second straight start.

WHITE SOX 3, ANGELS 0
Carlos Rodon threw seven scoreless innings,

Trayce Thompson hit his first career home run and
Chicago beat Los Angeles.

Rodon (5-4) had struggled in his previous four
starts, going 1-2 with a 9.33 ERA. He did consider-
ably better Tuesday, striking out a career-high 11,
allowing four hits and finishing seven innings for
the first time for the White Sox, who have won the
first two of the three-game series.

Hector Santiago (7-6) was making his first start
at U.S. Cellular Field since being acquired by Los
Angeles from the White Sox in a December 2013
three-team deal. He pitched 5 1/3 innings and gave
up three runs and four hits while striking out four.

That wasn’t enough to prevent the Angels from
losing their eighth straight on the road, their
longest streak since dropping nine in July 1993.

PADRES 11, REDS 6
Colin Rea pitched well into the sixth inning in his

major league debut and Jedd Gyorko homered and
drove in four runs as San Diego beat Cincinnati.

San Diego scored three runs in the first and five
more in the second as they chased Cincinnati
starter Michael Lorenzen. Lorenzen (3-8) gave up
seven runs on seven hits in his shortest outing of
the season. Rea (1-0) picked up the win after allow-
ing three runs on seven hits while striking out four
and walking one. Gyorko singled home two runs in
the first and then belted a two-run homer off the
second-deck facade in in left field when Dylan
Axelrod came in to replace Lorenzen in the second.
The Padres added three more runs in the third, giv-
ing Rea a comfortable advantage.

RAYS 2, BRAVES 0
Erasmo Ramirez pitched efficiently into the

eighth inning for his first win in more than a month,
Kevin Kiermaier hit a two-run homer and Tampa Bay
beat Atlanta. Kiermaier’s fifth home run of the sea-
son - and first since June 3 - came off Williams Perez
one out after Asdrubal Cabrera’s infield single. Perez
(4-3) gave up four hits in his first career complete
game. Ramirez (9-4) won for the first time in five
starts since July 10. Xavier Cedeno got his first save.

MARLINS 5, RED SOX 4
Dee Gordon tripled to lead off the 10th inning

and scored on a walk-off base hit by Justin Bour to
lift Miami to a come-from-behind win over Boston.

The Red Sox led 4-0 in the sixth inning before the
Marlins climbed back into the game with two runs in
the sixth, one in the seventh and one in the ninth
before Bour’s heroics in the 10th. Bryan Morris (4-3)
earned the victory with a scoreless 10th. Five Marlins’
relievers combined to retire the final 13 Boston hitters.

DIAMONDBACKS 13, PHILLIES 1
David Peralta hit a grand slam in an 11-run sec-

ond inning and tied a career high with five RBIs,
leading the Arizona Diamondbacks to a victory over
Philadelphia. The 11 runs - all off starter David
Buchanan - were the second-most scored in an
inning in Diamondbacks’ history. Peralta and Aaron
Hill hit home runs and Jeremy Hellickson becoming
the second pitcher in club history to collect two hits
in one inning. Hellickson (8-8) allowed an unearned
run and seven hits and struck out six, improving to
6-1 in his last seven home starts. The 11 runs
allowed by the Phillies were the most they gave up
since allowing 12 on May 31, 1975. — AP

SEATTLE: Mariners’ Nelson Cruz shatters his bat on a fly ball against the Baltimore Orioles in the fifth inning of a baseball game. Cruz was out on the play. — AP

Mariners edge Orioles, Indians roll

MLB results/standings

Toronto 4, Oakland 2; NY Mets 4, Colorado 0; Tampa Bay 2, Atlanta 0; Cleveland 5, NY Yankees
4 (16 innings); Miami 5, Boston 4 (10 innings); Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 3; Minnesota 3,
Texas 2; Chicago White Sox 3, LA Angels 0; Kansas City 6, Detroit 1; St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 3;
Arizona 13, Philadelphia 1; Seattle 6, Baltimore 5 (10 innings); LA Dodgers 5, Washington 0;
San Diego 11, Cincinnati 6; San Francisco 3, Houston 1.

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 61 50 .550 -       
Toronto 62 52 .544 0.5   
Baltimore 57 55 .509 4.5   
Tampa Bay 57 56 .504 5       
Boston 50 63 .442 12      

Central Division
Kansas City 68 44 .607 -       
Minnesota 56 56 .500 12      
Detroit 54 59 .478 14.5  
Chicago White Sox 53 58 .477 14.5  
Cleveland 52 59 .468 15.5  

Western Division
Houston 61 53 .535 -       
LA Angels 59 53 .527 1       
Texas 55 56 .495 4.5   
Seattle 53 61 .465 8       
Oakland 51 63 .447 10      

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 61 52 .540 -       
Washington 58 54 .518 2.5   
Atlanta 51 62 .451 10      
Miami 45 68 .398 16      
Philadelphia 45 69 .395 16.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 72 40 .643 -       
Pittsburgh 65 45 .591 6       
Chicago Cubs 63 48 .568 8.5   
Cincinnati 49 62 .441 22.5  
Milwaukee 48 66 .421 25      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 63 50 .558 -       
San Francisco 60 52 .536 2.5   
Arizona 56 56 .500 6.5   
San Diego 54 60 .474 9.5   
Colorado 47 64 .423 15      

CLEVELAND: New York Yankees’ Stephen Drew can’t get to a single hit by Cleveland
Indians’ Yan Gomes in the eighth inning of a baseball game. — AP


