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Taiwan unveils its biggest ever military drone
TAIPEI: Taiwan unveiled the prototype of its largest ever mili-
tary drone yesterday as it seeks to boost its defense forces in
the face of a perceived threat from China. The sleek, white
unmanned aircraft is designed for intelligence gathering and
surveillance missions, according to the National Chung Shan
Institute of Science and Technology (CSIST), an arm of the
Ministry of National Defense that is developing the drone. It is

more than twice the size of any of the existing fleet of 32
“Sharp Kite” drones used by Taiwanese forces.  “Our research
and development capabilities are definitely not inferior (to
China’s),” said Ma Wan-june, director of the aeronautical sys-
tems research division at CSIST. 

Ma did not say when the prototype is to be put into use or
give any further specifications. “It’s equipped for automatic

takeoff and landing, communications, optical detection,
among others,” Ma said. The drone was shown to reporters
ahead of the biennial Taipei Aerospace and Defense
Technology Exhibition which starts today and is open to the
public. Taiwan in December launched its largest ever missile
ship, the 500-ton corvette named “Tuo Chiang” - the first of its
kind to be produced locally.  The ship is armed with 16 missiles

including eight supersonic Hsiung-feng III (Brave Wind) anti-
ship missiles. Self-governing Taiwan split from mainland China
in 1949 after a civil war. But Beijing still sees the island as part
of its territory and does not rule out force to achieve reunifica-
tion at some stage. According to Taiwan’s defense ministry,
China has more than 1,500 ballistic and cruise missiles trained
on the island.  — AFP 

TAIPEI: A general view of the latest homemade MALE Unmanned Aircraft Systems at the World Trade Center yes-
terday. — AFP

TAIPEI: Military staffs stand next to the homemade Coastal Defense Rocket System during a press conference of
the 2015 Taipei Aerospace and Defense Technology Exhibition yesterday. — AFP

NAGASAKI:  Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe holds a wreath during a ceremony to mark the 70th anniversary
of the Nagasaki atomic bombing. — AP

TOKYO: Seventy years after Japan’s defeat in World War Two,
the conflict’s legacy haunts East Asia and reconciliation
remains elusive. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe may hope to lay
the ghosts to rest with a statement tomorrow marking the
70th anniversary of the war’s end, but risks inflaming tension
instead. Abe is expected to express “deep remorse” in his com-
ments. But China and South Korea, where bitter memories of
Japan’s past militarism run deep, want Abe to stick to a land-
mark 1995 “heartfelt apology” by then-premier Tomiichi
Murayama for suffering caused by Japan’s “colonial rule and
aggression”.

Abe himself wants to keep a thaw in Sino-Japanese ties on
track ahead of a possible visit to Beijing. He also needs to sat-
isfy ally the United States, which is keen to see tension ease in
a region where concern is rising over China’s military
assertiveness. Abe’s conservative supporters, however, want
to end what they see as a humiliating cycle of apologies.
“What Abe has to do for smooth sailing is to say something his
friends inside the Beltway can sell in Washington,” said
Andrew Horvat, visiting professor at Josai International
University in Tokyo, referring to Washington insiders. “The
Murayama Statement is the ‘gold standard’ but we know that
Abe, in his heart of hearts, doesn’t want to say what the

Murayama Statement said,” Horvat added. “Abe will attempt to
satisfy as many parties under the circumstances as possible.”

Abe has said he upholds past official remarks on the war,
including the Murayama Statement and a 1993 apology to
“comfort women”, as those forced into prostitution and sexual-
ly abused at Japan’s wartime military brothels are euphemisti-
cally known. But Abe, who critics view as a revisionist who
wants to play down Japan’s wartime acts, has stressed he
wants to issue a forward-looking statement in his own words.
NHK public television said this week Abe would include the
word “apology”. Other media said that touchy issue was still
being worked out.

Abe will mention “colonial rule” and “aggression”, media
said, but the reference to the latter could be a general criti-
cism that does not single out Japan’s invasion of China.
Whatever Abe says, disputes over history are unlikely to
fade any time soon, given dynamics in the region that sus-
tain the feuds. Governments in China and South Korea have
often used anti-Japanese sentiment to win support, while
Japanese conservative politicians periodically play to a base
that includes atrocity deniers as well as those suffering from
“apology fatigue”. “History has not been laid to rest,” Horvat
said. — Reuters 

BEIJING: About 40 people were missing in China yesterday
after a landslide buried the living quarters of a mining com-
pany under one million cubic meters of earth, local authori-
ties and state media said. The landslide shortly after mid-
night covered 15 employee dormitories and three houses in
Shanyang county in the northern province of Shaanxi, an
official at the county’s propaganda office said. Around 40
people were missing, said the official, who declined to be
named.

The state-run Xinhua news agency said four people had
been rescued by mid-morning and rushed to hospital.
Another 10 at the site had avoided being trapped when the
landslide struck, it added. Police, firefighters, mining res-
cuers and medical staff had been sent to the scene and resi-
dents in the area evacuated, the county government said in
a statement. Photos posted on news websites showed res-
cue workers in orange jumpsuits standing next to a pile of
earth and rocks at least four times their size.  Mechanical
backhoes were atop the mound. 

President Xi Jinping said he was following the rescue
efforts closely and every effort should be made to prevent
casualties and further disasters, according to state broad-
caster CCTV. The mine’s operator was identified by Xinhua
as Wuzhou mining company, which according to its parent
company is mainly a vanadium producer.  

Separately, an accident at a coal and gas mine on
Tuesday night in the southwestern province of Guizhou
killed 10 people, provincial work safety authorities said in a
statement. Rescue efforts were under way, the statement
said yesterday. Xinhua reported yesterday that 56 miners
left the shaft safely after the accident, with five injured and
three more still missing.

China - the world’s largest producer of coal - is grappling
to improve standards in the sector, where regulations are
often flouted and corruption enables bosses to pursue prof-
its at the cost of worker safety. Accidents in Chinese coal
mines killed 931 people last year, a top work safety official
said in March. The official number of mining fatalities is
declining but some rights groups argue the actual figures
are significantly higher due to under-reporting. The country
is also prone to landslides, often caused by floods but with
lax management of industrial sites sometimes a factor.

In 2008, 277 people died in a mudslide in the northern
province of Shanxi after an illegal mining waste reservoir
burst its banks following heavy rain. A total of 58 govern-
ment and company officials were convicted over the disas-
ter and sentenced to prison terms, some to life. In 2013 a
vast volume of rock crashed down a mountainside east of
the Tibetan capital Lhasa, burying 83 people in a minework-
ers’ camp. — AFP 
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MANILA: China respects freedom of
navigation in the disputed South
China Sea but will not allow any for-
eign government to invoke that right
so its military ships and planes can
intrude in Beijing’s territory, the
Chinese ambassador said.
Ambassador Zhao Jianhua said late
Tuesday that Chinese forces warned a
US Navy P-8A not to intrude when
the warplane approached a Chinese-
occupied area in the South China
Sea’s disputed Spratly Islands in May.
A CNN reporter who was on board
the plane, which had taken off from
the Philippines, reported the incident
then.

“We just gave them warnings, be
careful, not to intrude,” Zhao told
reporters on the sidelines of a diplo-
matic event in Manila. Washington,
however, does not recognize any ter-
ritorial claim by any country in the
South China Sea, a policy that collides
with the position of China, which
claims virtually the entire sea. When
asked why China shooed away the US
Navy plane when it has pledged to
respect freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea, Zhao outlined the
limits in China’s view.

“Freedom of navigation does not
mean to allow other countries to
intrude into the airspace or the sea
which is sovereign. No country will
allow that,” Zhao said. “We say free-
dom of navigation must be observed
in accordance with international law.
No freedom of navigation for war-
ships and airplanes.”

Zhao also repeated an earlier pro-
nouncement by Beijing that China’s
use of land reclamation to create new

islands at a number of disputed
Spratly reefs has ended. China, he
said, would now start constructing
facilities to support freedom of navi-
gation, search and rescue efforts
when accidents occur, and scientific
research. “When we say we’re going
to stop reclamation, we mean it,”
Zhao said. He acknowledged that
“necessary defense facilities” would
also be constructed. The US and its
allies, including the Philippines, have
asked China to stop the massive
island construction, saying it has
increased tensions in an increasingly
militarized area and threatened
regional stability. They say the
Chinese construction work violates a
2002 regional pact signed by Beijing
which urges rival claimants not to
undertake new construction or take
any step that would worsen tensions.

Adm Scott Swift, commander of
the US Pacific Fleet, said last month in
Manila that Washington does not rec-
ognize any of the territorial claims
and its position won’t change even if
disputed areas are reinforced by con-
struction work. “We recognize those
claims as being contested and the
contested nature of those claims is
unchanged despite the reclamation
efforts of any country, any country,
not just China,” Swift said. Territorial
disputes involving China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia
and Brunei have flared on and off for
years, creating fears that the South
China Sea could spark Asia’s next
major armed conflict. Tensions rose
again last year when China began the
island building on at least seven reefs
in the Spratlys. — AP 
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TOKYO: A Japanese city hosting the Group
of Seven summit next year said yesterday it
may change its new community mascot
after the depiction of the female character
was blasted as obscene and sexist. The car-
toon image of a voluptuous 17-year-old
aspiring “ama” diver in search of a boyfriend
drew fire from the real divers, who tradition-
ally harvest seaweed, clams and, in some
areas, pearls. About 170 people, mostly
female divers, have signed a petition calling
for the city to scrap the character, according
to a tourism official in the coastal city of
Shima 300 km south of Tokyo.

Protesters reportedly said the mascot,
launched late last year, was obscene and
sexist. “We don’t want foreigners who visit...
to think ‘ama’ divers look like this,” one of
them told local media. Cartoon images of
young women with exaggerated body fea-
tures are common in Japan and have
attracted criticism. The mascot spat also
comes just weeks after Tokyo’s 2020
Olympic logo triggered plagiarism claims
due to its resemblance to the logo of a
Belgian theatre and a separate Spanish
design. “We may consider changing the
mascot’s design to avoid hurting some peo-
ple’s feelings,” the Shima official said. “But at
this point we have no plan to retract our
official approval for the character.” She
added that the design was meant to draw
more tourists to Shima as it gets set to host
the G7 meeting in May 2016. “Most of the
reaction we’ve received from the public so
far has been positive,” she added. —AFP

TOKYO: Hundreds of people attended ceremonies
yesterday marking the 30th anniversary of a Japan
Airlines jumbo jet crash that killed 520 people on
board, the deadliest single-aircraft disaster in his-
tory. The doomed Boeing 747 had begun the
hour-long flight from Japan’s capital to Osaka
when it crashed into a mountain about 120 km
northwest of Tokyo on Aug 12, 1985. In all, 509
passengers, including a dozen infants, and 15
crew were killed in the accident. Just four passen-
gers survived. Bereaved relatives of victims make
an annual pilgrimage to Osutaka Ridge, along
with JAL president Yoshiharu Ueki who will walk
the trail to a memorial service near the crash site.

Ahead of yesterday’s events, Ueki told local
media that “we would like to learn a lesson from
this accident without forgetting the memory” of
the lives lost. Television footage showed some vic-
tims’ relatives starting their climb up the steep
mountain trail before dawn. Some blew soap bub-

bles to pay tribute the children who died in the
accident, their names included on a stone memo-
rial listing the victims. “When I come here I feel like
I can see her directly - it’s like she’s in front of me,”
an 81-year-old man who lost his daughter told
local media. “Thirty years is a long time, but hon-
estly I feel as if it happened yesterday, and the
memories were stirred again this particular year.”

Japan Airlines Flight 123 took off from Tokyo’s
Haneda airport at 6:12 pm local time and quickly
ran into trouble with a loud noise heard about 10
minutes into the trip. The crew quickly declared an
emergency and fought to regain power over the
aircraft which had become “uncontrollable”. It
crashed into the mountain at 6:56 pm local time,
about 45 minutes into the flight. It was later deter-
mined that the bulkhead burst,  rupturing
hydraulic systems and leaving the plane uncon-
trollable.

A government-appointed investigation panel

blamed the accident on improper repairs on the
rear bulkhead seven years earlier. In 1988, local
police served papers on 20 people from JAL, the
transport ministry and Boeing on suspicion of pro-
fessional negligence resulting in death and injury.
But prosecutors decided not to indict anyone. “It
can never be forgotten,” Satoshi Iizuka, a former
police officer who identified bodies at the site
three decades ago, told broadcaster TV Asahi as
he choked back tears. “Today, people tend to pri-
orities speed over safety.”

This year’s anniversary comes several days after
the hunt for more wreckage from missing
Malaysia Airlines flight 370 resumed on France’s
Reunion island in the Indian Ocean after being
suspended last week. A wing part was found on
the island in late July and confirmed by the
Malaysian prime minister to be part of the Boeing
777 that disappeared on March 8, 2014 with 239
people onboard. — AFP 
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MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino III, right, is greeted by
Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Zhao Jianhua shortly after
addressing the biennial convention of the Filipino-Chinese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. — AP  
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