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North Korea executes vice 

premier for ‘discontent’ 

SEOUL: North Korea’s vice premier was executed by fir-
ing squad this year after showing discontent with the
policies of the country’s leader Kim Jong Un, a South
Korean media report said yesterday. Yonhap News
Agency cited an unnamed source as saying that the 63-
year-old Choe Yong Gon, a former delegate for North-
South cooperation, was executed, marking another
death of a senior official in a series of high-level purges
since Kim Jong Un took charge in late 2011. The Yonhap
report said Choe had expressed disagreement with Kim’s
forestry policies in May and had shown poor work per-
formance. It provided no further details. South Korea’s
Unification Ministry, which handles the country’s ties
with North Korea, said in a text message received by
Reuters that Choe had not been spotted in public for
about eight months, and that it was closely monitoring
the situation. South Korea’s National Intelligence Service
declined to comment on the report to Reuters. 

Saudi executes Syrian 
for drug trafficking

RIYADH: Saudi authorities yesterday beheaded a
Syrian for drug trafficking in the kingdom’s north-
western region of Jawf,  the interior ministry
announced. Omar Al-Nasser was arrested while
smuggling a “large amount of amphetamines,” the
Interior Ministry said in a statement on the official
SPA news agency.  His beheading brings to 116 the
number of executions this year in the kingdom,
compared with 87 for the whole of 2014, according
to AFP tallies.  Amnesty International says Saudi
Arabia is one of the world’s most prolific execution-
ers, along with China, Iran, Iraq and the United
States.  Under the conservative kingdom’s strict
Islamic sharia legal code, drug trafficking, rape, mur-
der, armed robbery and apostasy are all punishable
by death. The Interior Ministry has cited deterrence
as a reason for carrying out the punishments. Rights
experts have raised concerns about the fairness of
trials in the kingdom. 

Pakistan foils Independence 
Day bomb plot; gang nabbed

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani security forces said yesterday
they had foiled a plot to bomb Independence Day cele-
brations in Karachi after arresting a Taleban gang in the
city. Militants had been planning to detonate a van
loaded with explosives in the country’s largest city dur-
ing tomorrow’s celebrations marking independence
from Britain in 1947, a statement from the military said.
“In an intelligence-based operation security forces
have... foiled a terrorist bid planned to sabotage 14
August celebrations in Karachi,” the statement said. The
military released photos showing four men detained in
the operation along with the van, a motorbike and
bomb-making equipment. Police and government
paramilitary forces have been mounting an operation
against militants and criminals in Karachi since Sept
2013. The city of 20 million people, Pakistan’s economic
capital, has been racked in recent years by criminal,
ethnic, political and religious violence. In June last year
the military launched a major operation against
Taleban strongholds in Pakistan’s tribal northwest
aimed at ending the bloody insurgency that has
plagued the country for more than a decade. 

KABUL: The Taleban has condemned a “horrific”
video that appears to show fighters from the Islamic
State group blowing up bound and blindfolded
Afghan prisoners with explosives, spotlighting the
growing rivalry between the militant networks. IS
insurgents have been making gradual inroads into
Afghanistan, challenging the Taleban on their home
turf at a time when an increasingly bitter power
transition is roiling the Afghan militant movement.
The Taleban has themselves often been accused of
savagery during their 14-year insurgency against the
US-backed Afghan government but they were blunt
in their condemnation of the new IS video.

“A horrific video... (shows) kidnappers who associ-
ate themselves with Daesh (IS) brutally martyring
several white-bearded tribal elders and villagers
with explosives,” the Taleban said in a statement

Tuesday. The video, more than four minutes long,
appeared on jihadi social media forums on Sunday
and contained commentary in Arabic and Pashto.
Apparently shot in Afghanistan’s restive east against
the backdrop of hilly grasslands enveloped with fog,
it describes the prisoners as “apostates” aligned with
the Taleban or the Afghan government.

But the Taleban described them as “innocent
civilians”. “This un-Islamic act... can never be justi-
fied,” their statement said. “This offence and other
such brutal actions by a few irresponsible ignorant
individuals under the guise of Islam and Muslims are
intolerable.” The Taleban are blamed for the vast
majority of civilian casualties in Afghanistan as the
country battles a growing wave of insurgent attacks
following the announcement of the death of long-
time Taleban leader Mullah Omar. Even before news

of his death the group suffered a string of defections
to IS, with some insurgents voicing disaffection with
the man described as a “ghost leader” - he had not
been seen in public since the Taleban were toppled
from power in 2001.

‘Taleban’s Number One Enemy’ 
The announcement of Omar’s death, observers

say, could be a very effective recruitment tool for IS,
potentially helping it lure more Taleban turncoats in
a region where it is still struggling to gain ground.
The Taleban warned IS recently against expanding in
the region, but this has not stopped some fighters
swearing allegiance to IS chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
“Right now the Taleban’s number one enemy is IS,”
Kabul-based military analyst Atiqullah Amarkhil told
AFP. “With (Tuesday’s) condemnation the Taleban

want to project themselves as a legitimate group
waging an Islamic war-and IS are a foreign phenome-
non trying to weaken Islam. But the Taleban’s crimes
are not hidden from the Afghan people.”

Experts say the gravitational pull  of IS,
renowned among jihadists for establishing an
Islamic “caliphate” across a swathe of Syria and Iraq,
is only likely to grow amid a bitter power struggle
within the Taleban. Some top leaders including
Omar’s son and brother have refused to pledge
allegiance to new leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour,
saying the process to select him was rushed and
even biased. Tayeb Agha, the head of the Taleban’s
Qatar political office set up in 2013 to ease talks
with Kabul,  resigned last week in protest at
Mansour’s appointment and two more members of
the office followed suit. — AFP 

Taleban slams ‘horrific’ Islamic State execution

‘This un-Islamic act... can never be justified’

UK counterterror police arrest 
3 teenage girls, family members

LONDON: British police say they have arrested five mem-
bers of the same family, including three teenage girls, as
part of a counterterrorism investigation. Scotland Yard
said the suspects were held on suspicion of “possessing
information likely to be useful to a person committing or
preparing an act of terrorism.” The five - a 51-year-old
man, a 53-year-old woman, and girls aged 16, 17 and 19 -
were arrested at an east London address yesterday. All
five were in police custody at a London police station.
Police said the 16-year-old girl was first arrested last
month on suspicion of preparation of terrorism.

Abu Sayyaf hostage found 
beheaded in the Philippines

MANILA: A Filipino village chief held hostage by Islamic
militants has been found beheaded on a highway on the
remote southern island of Jolo, police officials said yes-
terday. Rodolfo Boligao was captured in May by the Abu
Sayyaf, an Al-Qaeda-linked group in the Southern
Philippines that has gained international notoriety for
bombings and kidnapping sprees. Boligao’s handcuffed
remains were found on Tuesday evening, with his sev-
ered head placed by his side, said Chief Inspector Walter
Anayo, police chief of Maimbung town where the body
was recovered. A piece of paper with the victim’s name
written on it was placed on top of the body, Anayo said.
“It appears he was beheaded right there on the road,” the
island province’s police chief, Senior Superintendent
Mario Buyuccan said. “The body was intentionally left in
the middle of the road so that people could find it,” he
said. Abu Sayyaf bandits seized Boligao along with two
members of the coast guard from the port city of
Dapitan, some 250 kilometers from Jolo in May and
demanded an unspecified ransom amount. The govern-
ment rejected the ransom demand and the fate of the
coast guard members is unknown.

NEW DELHI: India’s opposition Congress party’s youth wing activists shout slogans demanding the resignation of three key ruling party leaders accused of abusing their
authority and financial irregularities during a protest near the Indian Parliament in New Delhi. Opposition lawmakers have blocked Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to
simplify India’s taxation laws, a key part of his plans to boost Asia’s third-biggest economy. — AP 

NEW DELHI: More than 20,000 Indians
including prominent business leaders have
signed an online petition urging lawmakers
to end weeks of rowdy protests that have
paralysed parliament in the world’s largest
democracy. The petition on the Change.org
site said public trust in the parliamentary
system could be damaged by the protests,
which have made it impossible for the gov-
ernment to push through key legislative
reforms. “Perpetual disruption can never be
the rule,” said the petition, which has gar-
nered 21,164 signatures since it was
launched five days ago by the
Confederation of Indian Industry. “The
importance of uninterrupted legislative
function of the parliament can hardly be
overemphasised.”

It said lawmakers had been prevented
from debating a long-pending bill to create
a national goods and services tax to replace
a myriad of overlapping state duties that

deter investment in the country. India’s par-
liament is notoriously rowdy, and the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party employed similar
tactics to disrupt the former government
before coming to power last year. But the
current session has been particularly rau-
cous, and last week the speaker suspended
25 opposition lawmakers.

Much of the opposition’s ire has centred
on Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, who is
under pressure over her role in helping
Lalit Modi get a passport in London. The
exiled former cricket boss faces allegations
of money laundering in India linked to a
lucrative television deal. With just one more
day to go until the next parliamentary
recess, debate was once again halted yes-
terday as opposition members loudly heck-
led Swaraj. While the BJP enjoys a clear
majority in parliament’s lower house, or Lok
Sabha, his party is in a minority in the
upper house, where it needs opposition

support to push through legislation. 
“They should get together and pass this

very beneficial reform for the country,” Adi
Godrej, chairman of Godrej Group, told
Network 18 yesterday. “India could have
five years of double digit GDP growth if the
GST is in place.” For years, Indian businesses
have lobbied for the new sales tax which
will subsume myriads of federal and state
tax levies, replacing a chaotic structure that
inflates costs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on the
back foot over popular opposition to his
bid to make it easier to buy farmland for
industry, made passing the less controver-
sial Goods and Services Tax (GST) bill his
main objective in the session. But the
opposition Congress party Modi defeated
in a general election last year seems deter-
mined not to give him any major victory
ahead of his annual Independence Day
speech on Saturday, not even support for a

bill it originally wrote while in office.
Congress members stormed the well of

the upper house of parliament, where GST
needs two-thirds of votes to pass, shouting
“this will not go on”. A ruling party member
called their behavior “hooliganism”. If GST is
not approved in this session, the govern-
ment could call a special sitting of parlia-
ment once it has ironed out differences.
Otherwise, it will wait until a session late in
the year, leaving little time to implement
the tax by a deadline of April 2016.

Delays to GST and other reforms Modi is
pursuing in land and labour risk slowing an
economic recovery, but are par for the
course in India’s unwieldy democracy.
“Everyone has managed for years without
GST,” said R C Bhargava, the veteran chair-
man of Maruti Suzuki. “If there is a further
delay of maximum one year, it is not as if an
investment will become unviable because
of that.”  — Agencies 

20,000 Indians urge MPs to 

end parliament deadlock

India Inc pleads as clock ticks

DHAKA: Bangladesh police were yesterday
investigating apparent death threats
against six secular writers, days after the
murder of a fourth blogger in six months.
The six, who include poets, bloggers and a
journalist, all live in the southern city of
Barisal and went to police after their photo-
graphs appeared late Tuesday on a new
Facebook page registered under the name
Ansar-BD. “There are three anti-Islamic
poets and three organizers of bloggers.
They are the enemy of Islam. We should do
whatever it takes,” read the post.

Police said they did not know who was
behind the threat but were taking it seri-
ously and the country’s elite security force
was investigating. “We’ve increased surveil-
lance and patrols near their homes and
workplaces,” Barisal city police chief
Shakhawat Hossain told AFP. The apparent
hit-list was published less than a week after
blogger Niloy Chakrabarti was hacked to
death at his home in the capital Dhaka by
an unknown attacker. He was the fourth
atheist blogger to have been killed since
February when Bangladeshi-born US citizen
Avijit Roy, a writer and moderator of a blog
site, was hacked to death in Dhaka.

The Bangladesh branch of Al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent, Ansar Al-Islam,
claimed the murder of Chakrabarti and
warned of more to come, according to
monitoring group SITE. Another Islamist
militant group, Ansarullah Bangla Team,
took responsibility for several killings of sec-
ular bloggers and was outlawed by

Bangladesh in May. Journalist Nazrul Biswas
was among those threatened. He said he
was not against Islam and refused to be
intimidated. “We raise our voice for a secular
society and against militancy and funda-
mentalism. No threat can stop us,” Biswas
told AFP. The list was published as New

York-based rights group Human Rights
Watch urged Bangladesh authorities to
unequivocally declare their commitment to
free speech instead of proposing self-cen-
sorship. “It’s shocking that Bangladesh
authorities not only failed to protect the
bloggers despite complaints to the police

about threats against them, but instead are
proposing self-censorship,” said Brad
Adams, Asia director at HRW. HRW also criti-
cized the national police chief A K M
Shahidul Hoque after he warned bloggers
could face up to 14 years in jail for hurting
religious sentiments. — AFP 

Bangladesh probes ‘hit list’ of writers

DHAKA: Bangladeshi secular activists take part in a procession to protest against the killing of blogger Niloy Chakrabarti, who
used the pen-name Niloy Neel, in Dhaka. — AFP 


