
Aussie PM stymies 

gay marriage push

SYDNEY: Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott said yesterday his
government would remain opposed to gay marriage during the
current parliament, but suggested the issue could be put to a
popular vote after the next election. Despite growing public sup-
port for same-sex marriage, with a poll last year finding those in
favour of equal rights had reached a record high of 72 percent,
Australia has not yet legalised marriage equality. Abbott, a conser-
vative who once trained to be a Catholic priest, called a late night
press conference on Tuesday to reveal that a six-hour meeting of
his Liberal/National coalition had come out against allowing MPs
a free vote on gay marriage. “We will maintain our existing posi-
tion for the life of this parliament,” the prime minister told the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. He said he was keeping faith
with the electorate. “But our disposition, going into the next elec-
tion, should we win the next election, will be to put it to the peo-
ple in the next term of parliament.” A free vote, in which politicians
voted according to their conscience, could have seen the reform
passed if government politicians in favour of gay marriage had
been allowed to side with opposition Labor and independent
MPs to secure a majority.

Abbott said that same-sex marriage was something that had
“only very recently come into our intellectual and cultural parame-
ters, given that it’s really only this generation that has ever
thought of this”. “And frankly, prior to that, it would never have
occurred to anyone in our culture and civilisation that marriage
was not between a man and a woman,” he said. “I can remember
my own university debates with gay friends and the idea that the
gay community would in those days have wanted to embrace a
bourgeois institution like marriage would have been unthinkable,
but things change.” Same-sex couples can have civil unions or reg-
ister their relationships in most states across Australia, but the
government does not consider them married under national law.
Australia is accused of lagging behind a growing number of coun-
tries on marriage reform, highlighted by a recent US Supreme
Court ruling to legalise same-sex marriage and Ireland voting for
the unions in a referendum. After the Irish vote in May, Abbott
said Australia would not follow its lead and hold a referendum
and added that any decision would be made by parliament.

The opposition said Abbott’s about-turn showed he was
changing his mind as he went along, while the Sydney Morning
Herald described the prime minister’s delaying tactics as “a des-
perate measure to hold back history”. “If the Australian people
want marriage equality they are going to have to divorce Tony
Abbott at the next election,” Labor frontbencher Jason Clare said.
Labor leader Bill Shorten has pledged to legalize gay marriage if
he wins the next election, due sometime next year, but said the
party had not given up on marriage equality in the current parlia-
ment and would still debate the issue.—AFP
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WASHINGTON: Hillary Rodham Clinton’s presidential campaign
casts her decision to turn over her personal email server to the
Justice Department as cooperating with investigators. Her
Republican critics suggest that the move and new revelations
about classified information points to her malfeasance as secre-
tary of state. Two emails that traversed Clinton’s personal system
were subsequently given one of the government’s highest classifi-
cation ratings, a Republican lawmaker said.

‘It’s about time’
Federal investigators have begun looking into the security of

Clintons’ email setup amid concerns from the inspector general
for the intelligence community that classified information may
have passed through the system. There is no evidence she used
encryption to prevent prying eyes from accessing the emails or
her personal server. “It’s about time,” House Speaker John Boehner
said in a statement after the front-runner for the Democratic nom-
ination announced that she was directing that the server be relin-
quished.  “Secretary Clinton’s previous statements that she pos-
sessed no classified information were patently untrue. Her mis-
handling of classified information must be fully investigated.”
Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus said:
“All this means is that Hillary Clinton, in the face of FBI scrutiny, has
decided she has run out of options. She knows she did something
wrong and has run out of ways to cover it up.”

For months Clinton refused calls to give up the home-brew
email server she used in her suburban New York City home to
send and store email through a private account. She has defend-
ed her use of the server, saying she used it as a matter of conven-
ience to limit the number of electronic devices she had to carry.
She has said the server account never held classified information.
Officials are investigating whether classified information was
improperly sent, though it’s not clear if the device will yield any
information. Her attorney said in March that no emails from the
main personal address she used while secretary of state are on the
server or back-up systems associated with it.

60,000 emails
Clinton campaign spokesman Nick Merrill said Tuesday that

she has “pledged to cooperate with the government’s security
inquiry, and if there are more questions, we will continue to
address them”. In March, Clinton said she exchanged about 60,000
emails in her four years in the Obama administration, about half of
which were personal and were discarded. She turned over the
other half to the State Department last December. The depart-
ment is reviewing those emails and has begun the process of
releasing them to the public.

On Tuesday, Clinton attorney David Kendall gave to the Justice
Department three thumb drives containing copies of work-relat-
ed emails sent to and from her personal email addresses via her
private server. Kendall gave the thumb drives, containing copies
of roughly 30,000 emails, to the FBI after the agency determined
he could not remain in possession of the classified information
contained in some of the emails, according to a US official briefed
on the matter who was not authorized to speak publicly. The State
Department previously had said it was comfortable with Kendall
keeping the emails at his Washington law office.

Top Secret, Sensitive
Also Tuesday, Republican Sen Chuck Grassley of Iowa said two

emails that traversed Clinton’s personal system were deemed “Top
Secret, Sensitive Compartmented Information” - a rating that is
among the government’s highest classifications. Grassley said the
inspector general of the nation’s intelligence community had
reported the new details about the higher classification to
Congress on Tuesday. Those two emails were among four that had
previously been determined by the inspector general of the intel-
ligence community to have been classified at the time they were
sent. The State Department disputes that the emails were classi-
fied at that time. “Department employees circulated these emails
on unclassified systems in 2009 and 2011 and ultimately some
were forwarded to Secretary Clinton,” said State Department
spokesman John Kirby. “They were not marked as classified.” The
inspector general for the intelligence community had told
Congress that potentially hundreds of classified emails are among
the cache that Clinton provided to the State Department.

Earlier this week, Clinton said in a sworn statement submitted
to a federal judge that she has turned over to the State
Department all emails from the server “that were or potentially
were federal records.” The statement, which carries her signature
and was signed under penalty of perjury, echoed months of
Clinton’s past public statements about the matter. — AP 

Clinton giving up server amid 

concerns about classified data
‘Top secret, sensitive compartmented information’

MANCHESTER: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton greets supporters fol-
lowing a grassroots organizing event at McIntyre Ski Area in Manchester, New
Hampshire. — AFP 

DUBAI: US real-estate magnate Donald Trump is seen playing golf on a billboard at the
Trump International Golf Club Dubai in the United Arab Emirates yesterday. The empire
of White House hopeful Donald Trump outside the United States extends to 12 countries
including Turkey, South Korea, India, Brazil, and the United Arab Emirates. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: On Aug 11, 1965,
Marquette Frye, an African-American man,
was stopped for drunk driving by a white
officer in Los Angeles, touching off six
days of riots that left 34 dead and
changed America. Fifty years later, many
things have changed but the friction
between police and the public remains.
Demonstrations in Ferguson this week to
mark one year since the death of 18-year-
old Michael Brown are a reminder that
many still accuse police of unfairly target-
ing blacks and using excessive force. 

Brown was the first in a string of deaths
of African Americans in the hands of
police, which sparked waves of sometimes
violent protests, reminiscent of those that
followed 21-year-old Frye’s arrest in Watts.
For Masai Minters, Frye’s arrest was a call to
action. “I was watching television. I heard
the police brutalized Marquette Frye,” said
the psychologist and counselor at the
University of California Los Angeles.
“When it began to swell, I got in a car with
my friends and got there,” added Minters,
who was 15 at the time.

Rumors swirled that the Los Angeles
Police had killed someone and hundreds
of people swarmed into the streets. Earl
Ofari Hutchinson was six at the time and
remembers being two blocks away from
the riots on that first day. “LAPD was com-
ing down in their battle gear. They were
screaming ‘get out of the streets.’ People
were shouting back. I remember the
liquor store, it went in flames. It was like a
scene from ‘Dante’s Inferno,’” said
Hutchinson, an author and political com-
mentator. “It was just chaos. It was trans-
forming.” After years of frustration over dis-
crimination and police brutality in pre-
dominantly black Los Angeles neighbor-
hoods like Watts, residents were setting
their anger loose. More than 1,000 people
were injured in the riots, which caused
more than $40 million worth of damage.
Hutchinson described scenes of war
between what he said was a mostly white
police force and black residents. “It was
them against us. They were wearing battle
gear, they had tanks, they had state power,
but I will never forget the look of fear in
their eyes,” Hutchinson said. 

Pushback 
Minters remembers the rage and fear,

the thrilling chaos of six days pulsing with

the rally cry “burn baby burn”. But the
main thing he remembers is the feeling of
freedom, the pride in daring to confront
the police after years of being harassed
and hassled by them. “It was the first time
in my life I had seen this type of pushback.
I was proud. It changed my life, and I’m still
pushing back,” he says. Hutchinson said
you could feel change happening during
the Watts riots. The desegregation of the
South was still fresh in people’s memories
and the Voting Rights Act, which lifted
barriers preventing many African
Americans from voting, had just been
signed days earlier. But the Black Power
movement, the Black Panthers, Tommie
Smith and John Carlos raising their fists on
the Olympic podium - those were all still
to come. “It’s a spark that aroused a politi-
cal consciousness,” says Scott Brown, a his-
tory professor at UCLA. 

Could Happen Tomorrow 
But many underlying causes for the

unrest have largely remained unad-
dressed. Violence is still common in Los
Angeles and elsewhere, stoked by gangs,
unemployment, a failing education sys-
tem, lacking social services, and a some-
times incompetent justice system. In some
ways those underlying problems are far
more troubling than the violence itself. For
Watts resident Shanice Joseph, 23, the
main problem in the community is not
violence. “It’s the lack of jobs and the poor
public services that residents worry about,”
she said. “The deeper structural economic
inequality, the police violence - these are
hallmarks of the urban experience and we
see these replicating. But Watts was piv-
otal,” Brown said.

In 1992, those hallmarks reignited Los
Angeles tempers after the police officers
who had beat up a young black man,
Rodney King, were acquitted. Fifty-five
people died in those riots. Now, the police
force is more ethnically diverse, there is
more interaction with residents, and there
are greater safeguards against corruption,
Hutchinson said. But the frustrations that
gave rise to past riots continue to simmer
over. “There’s always something boiling.
There’s always a kind of structural violence
that happens daily in dealing with eco-
nomic inequality and police violence and
poverty that you cannot measure,” said
Brown. — AFP 

LEHIGH COUNTY: It’s easy to find female
fans of Donald Trump in this cluster of
former factory towns in the hills west of
New York City even after his comments
about Fox News anchor Megyn Kelly that
have been widely interpreted as referring
to her menstrual cycle. The loud-
mouthed real estate mogul, who holds a
wide lead over rivals in the Republican
race for the White House, has been
unapologetic, despite pundits saying his
clash with Kelly could hurt him with
women voters and halt his meteoric rise
in the polls.

A new Reuters/Ipsos poll suggests
Trump - who has dominated coverage of
the 2016 election with a series of flame-
throwing comments about il legal
Mexican immigrants, the war record of
Senator John McCain and Kelly - may in
fact stil l  be leading among women
Republican supporters. There’s evidence
of that support in Lehigh County,
Pennsylvania, even though the county
leans Democrat. A third of women ran-
domly interviewed by Reuters on the
street self-identified as Trump supporters
and said they still supported him.

Kelly Ray, 34, a former teacher and
conservative Christian who left work to
home-school her two children, said
Trump was an attractive candidate
because he was an outsider who had not
held elected office. “I like how disgusted
he is in how things are right now,” she
said outside a Kohls department store in
Trexlertown on Monday. “I’m not fed up
with Donald Trump. I’m fed up with (U.S.
President) Barack Obama.”

She said she was not put off by
Trump’s per formance in last week’s
Republican presidential debate. Trump
bristled when Kelly, one of the modera-
tors, said he had called women “fat pigs,
dogs, slobs and disgusting animals” in
the past. Trump accused her of political
correctness and of not treating him with
respect. In a CNN interview on Friday he
said of Kelly: “You could see there was
blood coming out of her eyes, blood
coming out of her - wherever.” That com-
ment was seen as implying she had been
menstruating during the debate,
although Trump has repeatedly denied
this and said he had been referring to her
nose.

‘A Little Rough Around the Edges’
“Shame on the public for presuming

something, for putting words in his
mouth,” said Evonne Groody, 28, a nurse
in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Groody said
Trump was her first choice for president
even though she’s a registered
Democrat. “Women are not offended by
that at all,” said Lori Pesta, creator of
Facebook group Women for Donald
Trump, referring to Trump’s comment
about Kelly. The page, which has more

than 600 “likes”, was launched just days
before the latest controversy erupted. “It
doesn’t matter what Donald Trump says.
The news media is going to twist it. I
heard the original comment and it
shouldn’t have been taken that way,” she
said.

Trump’s outspokenness is his most
important quality, according to the
women who like him. Women inter-
viewed in Lehigh County and respon-
dents in a Reuters/Ipsos poll praised his
apparent honesty. “He’s a little rough
around the edges because he goes
against the grain,” said Angie Brodie, 38,
another nurse in Allentown.

To be sure, many of the women inter-
viewed were vehemently opposed to
Trump’s behavior. And the Reuters/Ipsos
poll, conducted between Aug 7 and
Aug. 11, appeared to show female sup-
port for Trump waning slightly, falling to
20 percent from 26 percent on Aug 3.
The poll had a credibility interval of 7.1
percentage points. Trump’s comment
about Kelly cost him at least one sup-
porter: Renee Daily, 56, a grandmother
in Trexlertown who said his candidacy
had inspired her to register to vote for
the first time in her life. On Monday she
said she had given up on him. “He just
started to talk too much,” she said. To
win the presidency, Trump needs strong
backing from women, who make up 53
percent of the US electorate. At the
moment, he has a wider leader among
men than women.

Big Mouth
Paradoxically, media attention to

Trump’s comments about Kelly may be
helping him shore up support. Of the 17
Republican presidential hopefuls, Trump
is arguably the most spontaneous speak-
er. “What I say is what I say,” he told Kelly
in response to her question on women
during the debate. Spontaneity is an
advantage, said Davida Charney, a rheto-
ric and writing professor at the University
of Texas at Austin. “Something that is
unplanned and critical is somehow truer,
more honest,” she said.

That’s how Groody saw it. She said
Trump seemed so straightforward that if
he had wanted to say Kelly was irrational
because she was menstruating, he
would have just said it plainly. But some
fans worry his unfiltered style could
cross a line. Susan Wetzel, 55, a former
shipping company worker living in a
Dallas suburb, said she cared more
about the problems Trump was address-
ing, like immigration than about his
comments on Kelly, which she found
offensive. She wants Trump to talk more
about policy issues. “If he doesn’t, he’s
not going to get my vote,” she said. “We
need a grown-up in office, we don’t
need a little kid.” — Reuters 

50 years after LA’s Watts 

riots, tensions still simmer

Trump’s female fans shrug off

‘blood’ comment about TV host 


