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TRIPOLI: The future of Libya’s internationally recognized
government was uncertain yesterday after Prime
Minister Abdullah Al-Thani said he would resign, as
fraught peace talks were set to enter a second day. It was
unclear whether Thani planned to follow through on his
resignation vow, made during an emotional live televi-
sion appearance where he faced a barrage of angry
questions from citizens. The move added to the political
chaos in Libya, as the country’s rival factions were to
meet for a second day of UN-sponsored peace talks in
Geneva.  Thani faced questions in the program Tuesday
from Libyans blaming his government for the lack of
basic services such as electricity and poor security in
areas it controls. “If my exit is the solution, then I
announce it here,” Thani said during the talk show. “My
resignation will be submitted to the parliament on
Sunday.” AFP was unable to reach officials in the interna-
tionally recognized government yesterday to comment
on Thani’s remarks.

The prime minister, who escaped an assassination
attempt in May when gunmen opened fire on his car
after a parliament meeting, was also hit with accusations
of corruption against his government in the television
interview. Libya, which plunged into chaos after the fall
and killing of its leader Muammar Gaddafi in a 2011 rev-
olution, has two rival governments and parliaments
vying for power, as well as several militia groups battling
for control of the country’s oil wealth.

Ambitious Talks Timetable 
The country is gripped by unrest with Benghazi, the

main city in the east, caught in a daily war between pro-
and anti-government forces. Thani’s government has
been working out of a small eastern city near the border
with Egypt since an Islamist militia alliance captured the
capital Tripoli last year. The international community
recognises the parliament that sits in the eastern port city
of Tobruk, which installed the controversial General
Khalifa Haftar as its army chief in March.

A partial peace deal aimed at restoring stability was
reached last month, but leaders of the Islamist-backed
General National Congress (GNC) parliament that sits in
Tripoli boycotted the pact, calling it “unsatisfactory”. The
rival factions started a new round of peace talks in
Geneva on Tuesday, with representatives of the Tripoli
parliament this time joining the talks. UN special envoy
Bernardino Leon urged the camps to reach a deal in the
hope that a unity government could enforce a ceasefire. 

He laid out an ambitious timetable, calling for a com-
prehensive deal to be concluded before the next UN
General Assembly meeting in September, although he
warned the process would be difficult. He told reporters
Tuesday that he was meeting with the two camps sepa-
rately and hoped to eventually get them in the same
room. “I think it would be very important that they all get
together,” Leon said. “I am not sure whether it will happen
today or tomorrow but I really would like to see them

getting together in the coming days.”

Warning on Extremists 
The GNC, however, will not sign any deal that safe-

guards a senior military post for Haftar, according to
Mohammed Ali Abdallah Addarrat, who sits in the Tripoli
parliament. “There will not be an agreement if General
Haftar is still expected to lead an army in Libya,” Addarrat
said. “Those who were involved in escalating the political
and military crisis in Libya cannot be the ones who lead
the solution.” The 72-year-old Haftar served as a general
under Gaddafi before relocating to the United States,
where he worked at times with the CIA, according to
reports in US media. He returned to Libya last year and
took charge of the army, vowing to crush the Islamist mili-
tias while urging the West to support his forces. Leon said
a separate dialogue was ongoing with military and militia
leaders but that progress on that track was slower. “There
has to be more convergence,” he said, stressing that with-
out the participation of those fighting on the ground, a
political deal was unlikely to hold up. Addarrat conceded
that militias linked to Al-Qaeda or the Islamic State group
would almost certainly reject any unity government, but
said that Libya’s best hope to combat extremism was
through a single, recognized central authority. “There are
always extremists and others who don’t want a political
solution,” he said. “The solution is a national unity govern-
ment that can confront them.” — AFP 

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday vowed there would
be “no concessions” in Turkey’s relentless
offensive against Kurdish militants, as its
southeast was hit by new deadly vio-
lence. One Turkish soldier and two sus-
pected members of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) were
killed yesterday in clashes in the south-
east that erupted when the Kurdish
rebels attacked a military post in the
Diyarbakir region, the army said. “A state
subjected to an armed attack has the
right to defend (itself ) with arms,”
Erdogan had said before the latest
bloodshed, vowing there would be “no
concessions” in the fight against “terror”.

Turkey is currently pressing a two-
pronged “anti-terror” offensive against
Islamic State (IS) jihadists in Syria and
PKK militants following a wave of attacks
inside the country. But, so far, the air
strikes have overwhelmingly concentrat-
ed on the separatist Kurdish rebels, to
the frustration of Western commenta-
tors who want to see Turkey ramp up its
involvement in the fight against IS. “Let
me put it clearly, the operations will con-
tinue,” Erdogan told local municipal
chiefs at his presidential palace in
Ankara. “We will never stop in the face of
all these attacks. We will continue to
fight with determination,” he added.

The state-run Anatolia news agency
reported over the weekend that so far
390 “terrorists” had been killed in the
campaign against the PKK. But the
Kurdish rebels have hit back, leaving a
2013 truce in tatters and a peace
process to end its over 30-year insur-
gency for autonomy and greater rights
at a dead end. According to an AFP toll,
30 members of the security forces have
been killed in PKK-linked violence since
the current crisis began. Erdogan called
on the PKK, which is blacklisted as a ter-
rorist organization by Ankara and much
of the international community, to lay
down its arms and bury them “under con-
crete”. “We extended our hand but they

responded with arms,” Erdogan said, reaf-
firming his verdict that the peace process
was now “on ice”. 

New Anti-IS Raids? 
Ankara has also vowed to begin

strikes in the coming days against IS
jihadists in Syria alongside US forces
who have begun arriving at the strategic
Incirlik air base in southern Turkey.
Washington has long been pushing its
NATO ally to step up the fight against IS,
and Ankara’s involvement in the coali-
tion has been as a game-changer in the
fight against IS. Brett McGurk, deputy US
envoy for the anti-IS coalition, wrote on
Twitter that he was back in Ankara for
talks with Turkish officials “to advance
our joint cooperation” against IS mili-
tants. Turkish authorities yesterday
detained at least a dozen suspected IS
members in coordinated dawn raids
including the capital Ankara and
Istanbul, the official Anatolia news
agency reported. The authorities on
Tuesday announced the arrest of 23 for-
eign nationals - from China, Indonesia,
Russia and Ukraine - who were trying to
cross into Syria to join IS via the south-
eastern border town of Kilis. 

In Paris, a high-ranking Turkish official
told reporters that Ankara had this year
expelled more than 700 people who had
tried to cross into Syria to join IS. Iran
closed its main border crossing into
Turkey after an Iranian truck was
attacked after crossing over from the
Islamic Republic, state television said
Wednesday, without saying who was
behind the violence. Turkey still has no
new government following June 7 leg-
islative elections, where the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP),
founded by Erdogan, lost its overall
majority. Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu and main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu are to meet today for
what is seen a make-or-break meeting
on forming a coalition. — AFP 

Erdogan vows no let-up in 
PKK fight as unrest flares

RAMALLAH: Documents leaked online detailing two
attempts by Palestinian officials to misuse public funds have
triggered outrage, highlighting the corruption and misman-
agement critics say remains rampant in the Palestinian gov-
ernment. The furor over the documents comes as the
Palestinian economy is stagnating and Palestinians grow
increasingly displeased with government services. Palestinian
Authority officials have defended their record on stamping
out corruption, saying they’ve recovered millions of dollars in
misspent funds. A senior Palestinian official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because he was not allowed to discuss
the leak, confirmed the documents’ authenticity to AP. The
origin of the leak was not known and the documents had
been circulated on Facebook. They have offered a rare
glimpse into the wheeling and dealing of the Palestinian gov-
ernment, long bogged down by rivalries.

One document, signed by Majdi Al-Khaldi, a diplomatic
adviser to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas who
accompanies him on his trips to world capitals, asked
Bahrain’s foreign minister for $4 million to fund a private
neighborhood complex for Palestinian officials in an upscale
area of Ramallah in the West Bank. He insisted the complex
was “meant to resist the Israeli settlements,” even though
there are no settlements where the complex was built.

Opposing Jewish settlements in the West Bank is a major
rallying cry for Palestinians, who demand the territory that
Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast war as part of their future
state, along with the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem. It isn’t
clear if Bahrain ever paid the money. Al-Khaldi declined to

comment when reached by the AP. The other document by
Nazmi Muhanna, general director of the Palestinian Crossing
and Borders Authority, requested the government pay for his
daughter’s schooling as well as medical treatment for his fam-
ily in Jordan for a total of $15,000, a hefty sum for many
Palestinians. Muhanna defended his demand, saying it was
permitted by the Palestinian government. The government
later said it did not cover those expenses. Outrage over the
documents quickly spread on social media, where
Palestinians challenged everything from their leadership’s
finances to its political legitimacy in the face of repeatedly
delayed elections, last held in 2005. “If Muhanna’s daughter
costs the Palestinian Authority 6,500 Jordanian dinars (about
$9,175) in private school in Jordan, what about the poor stu-
dents in government schools? Who will pay attention to
them?” Mohammed Abu Allan, a Palestinian political blogger,
wrote on Facebook. 

Observers say corruption has decreased since the 2004
death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. Abbas has promised
reforms, but he has been criticized for ignoring corruption
among his loyalists while targeting political rivals. Azmi Shoabi,
the head of Aman, a branch of the corruption watchdog
Transparency International, said “there are big black holes” in
the Palestinian financial and administrative system that “need to
be addressed and reformed.” Those include failing to publish
financial reports properly and on time while not overseeing
some 20 government-run funds headed by executives with
excessive salaries, he said. Various public departments have
become “private kingdoms” for some officials, Shoabi said.— AP 

Leaked documents raise ire over Palestinian corruption

Libya chaos deepens 
Prime Minister offers to resign 

ANKARA: Expectations of a snap election
in November are growing within Turkey’s
ruling AK Party, officials say, with its leader-
ship emboldened by recent opinion polls
and looking increasingly cool to the idea of
a coalition government. The Islamist-rooted
AKP absorbed a stinging election setback
in June when it lost single-party rule for the
first time since taking power in 2002, taking
just under 41 percent of the vote.  To form a
government, it now needs a junior coali-
tion partner.

However, the government may reckon it
can soon recover enough votes to govern
alone thanks in part, critics say, to the mili-
tary campaign it launched last month
against Kurdish insurgents in the southeast
and in northern Iraq as well as Islamic State
militants in northern Syria. The government
calls this a “synchronised war on terror”,
Critics say the security crackdown is aimed
mainly at Kurdish militants and geared to
winning back nationalist votes.

The AKP has been in talks with the main
opposition, the secularist CHP, but progress
has been slow. President Tayyip Erdogan,
who founded the AKP, is said to favour a
snap election, in the hope his party could
regain a clear majority. “Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu, whom I mandated to
form the government, can take steps for an
early election or to form a coalition,”
Erdogan said in a speech yesterday.
“However, his opinions must match the
opinions of the other party. It is not as if he
will commit suicide if they do not match.” A
survey by pollster Andy-Ar yesterday
showed AKP support had risen some two
percentage points since the election two
months ago to 42.8 percent. It was unclear
if this would be enough to regain its exclu-
sive hold on government. However, two
other recent polls have suggested the AKP
would take enough votes to return to gov-
ernment alone. Davutoglu is set to meet
the CHP leader on Thursday for their
expected final round of coalition talks but

told reporters late on Tuesday an “historic
announcement” should not be expected
after the meeting.

Aug 23 Deadline
Erdogan also said on Tuesday the consti-

tution did not allow for any relaxation of
the Aug 23 deadline to form a government,
underlining that time was running out.
“Society has bought into an early election.
We cannot ignore this. But we have to wait
for what Prime Minister Davutoglu tells us
today,” one senior AKP official told Reuters
ahead of a meeting of party leaders yester-
day afternoon. AKP officials said the
prospect of a Nov. 22 election, one week
after a G20 summit in Turkey, is gaining cre-
dence within the party and was “one step
closer” than the preference of a coalition
with the CHP or nationalist MHP.

A senior CHP official also cooled coali-
tion expectations and said party leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu was to hand out elec-
tion brochures at a meeting of its leader-
ship yesterday. “The AKP does not want to
form a government with us. We say ‘let’s
run the country together’, they say ‘no,
don’t interfere’,” he told Reuters. He said the
AKP had proposed to them a short-term
coalition, while the CHP had pressed for a
four-year reform government.

The Andy-Ar survey, results of which
were published in Haberturk newspaper,
showed support for the CHP rising to 27
percent, while support for the MHP and
pro-Kurdish HDP appeared to be receding.
The results of opinion polls commissioned
by the AKP between Aug 1-10 are also seen
as playing a role in guiding the decision on
whether to seek an early election, but
recent polls gave some party members
cause for concern. “I think an early election
is a gamble. We appear to be up 2-2.5 per-
centage points from before according to
surveys currently in our hands. But this
might not be enough for single-party rule,”
another senior party official said.— Reuters 

AK Party eyes early election 
as polls show rising support

GENEVA: Delegates of rival Libyan factions are seen in silhouette at the end of a peace talks at the UN Office in Geneva yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: An 80-year-old South Korean man
was unconscious and experiencing
breathing difficulties after setting himself
on fire during an anti-Japan protest in
Seoul yesterday, hospital officials said. The
rally,  held in front of the Japanese
Embassy and attended by hundreds of
people, was staged days before the 70th
anniversary of the Allied victory in World
War II that freed the Korean Peninsula
from Japanese colonial rule. Kim Sun-min,
who was among several  people who
rushed over to help put out the flames,
said he didn’t notice the man, identified
by police as Choi Yeon-yeol, before he set
himself ablaze on a flower bed near the
rally. Lumps of burned cotton and a small
glass bottle that reeked of gasoline were
found at the scene. The rally continued
after Choi was taken to the hospital.

Choi suffered third-degree burns on his
face, neck, upper body and arms and was
relying on a breathing machine after his
lungs deteriorated, said an official at
Seoul’s Hallym University Hangang Sacred
Heart Hospital, who didn’t want to be
named, citing office rules. Choi’s exact
motives were not immediately clear. A five-
page statement found in his bag, apparent-
ly written by himself, contained condemn-

ing remarks about Japan over its stance on
issues related to its colonial rule of Korea
and wartime conduct, according to Seoul
police official Seo Hyeon-su.

Since 1992, activists have organized
weekly protests in front of the Japanese
Embassy to demand justice for South
Korean women who were forced to work as
sex slaves for the Japanese military during
the war, and the gatherings have been
mostly peaceful. The turnout was particu-
larly high on Wednesday as the countries
approached the anniversary.

Many South Koreans harbor deep
resentment toward Japan over its colonial
occupation.  Hundreds of thousands of
Koreans were forced to fight as front-line
soldiers, work under slave-labor conditions
or serve as prostitutes in brothels operated
by the Japanese military during the war.
Such sentiment has strengthened in recent
years over what South Koreans feel are
attempts by Japan to downplay its wartime
conduct, as well as Tokyo’s territorial claims
to a set of small islets occupied by South
Korea. Protests sometimes turn violent.
Scuffles with police are common and
demonstrators have severed their own fin-
gers or hurled excrement at the embassy in
the past. —AP 

S Korean man, 80, sets self 
on fire at anti-Japan rally

SEOUL: A man sets himself on fire outside the Japanese
embassy in Seoul yesterday during a protest to
demand Tokyo’s apology for forcing women into mili-
tary brothels during World War II. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian supporters of The Popular Front for Liberation of Palestine, PFLP, demonstrate
outside the UNRWA Gaza Headquarters against cuts and the possibility of delaying the school year
due to severe deficit in the agency’s budget, in Gaza City. — AP 


