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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at
Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
also received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled received UAE
Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma Hussein Al Zaabi, who
delivered a verbal message from UAE Minister of
Foreign Affairs Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan
regarding topics of mutual concern and recent
regional and international developments.

Separately, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled received
Ambassador of Tajikistan to Kuwait Zubaydullo
Zubaydov, and Ambassador of Ukraine to Kuwait

Volodymyr Tolkach. Sheikh Sabah received letters
from Tajik Foreign Minister Sirojiddin Aslov and
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin from the two
ambassadors respectively, which dealt with bilateral
relations and issues of common interests. Ambassador
Walid Al-Kubaizi, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister’s Office Deputy Director Ambassador
Saleh Salem Al-Loghani and a number of Foreign
Ministry officials attended the meetings. -— KUNA
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KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received the
outgoing Ambassador of Tunisia Noureddine Al-Ray on the occasion of ending his
tenure in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: The Saudi Hajj Ministry has
informed Kuwait’s hajj mission and the
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs that
the kingdom will only accept 6,400 hajj pil-
grims from Kuwait this year. Assistant
Undersecretary for Technical Coordination,
Foreign Relations and Hajj at the Ministry
of Awqaf and Islamic affairs Khulaif Al-
Othainah underlined the importance of
coordination among hajj missions to
upgrade performance and improve servic-
es to pilgrims and fulfill their religious
duties with ease and comfort.

Othainah, who is also head of the
Kuwaiti Hajj mission, has checked several
Kuwaiti Hajj campaigns to finalize prepara-
tions for the upcoming pilgrimage for sake
of securing all needed services for the pil-
grims. Furthermore, he indicated to the
cooperation between the Mission and
Saudi Hajj Authorities and the necessity to
guide campaigns about means and precau-

tions that provide them with safety and
security. In addition, he urged the pilgrims
to abide by Hajj regulations, to carry their
Hajj permits with them at all times and to
join a trusted hajj convoy. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s celebration as a capi-
tal for Islamic culture 2016 will take
place in time with the launch of Qurain
Cultural Festival on January 22, said
Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL) Ali Al-Youha.

The festival will present Kuwait’s cul-
tural side and activities, aiming to
attract Islamic and international media
to Kuwait as a cultural center, Youha
said yesterday. Kuwait was chosen as
the capital by the Islamic Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO), said the official, noting that
the organization annually chooses
three main capitals from the Arab
World, Asia and Africa. ISESCO also
nominated the city of Male in the
Maldives and Freetown city in Sierra
Leone as the other two capitals for
Islamic culture, during its meeting in
October 2009, he added.

Meanwhile, Youha said that the
event will include different activities
showcasing development in all parts of

Islamic culture, seminars, conferences,
poetry, workshops, musical and cine-
matic shows and scientific trips. ISESCO
was established in 1981 to develop sci-
ences, education, culture and commu-
nication in the Islamic world. The
organization, consisting of 52 member-
states, works on presenting the true
principles of Islam all over the world,
encourage dialogue between different
cultures and religions, spread peace
and tolerance and develop coopera-
tion between its members. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait, through all of its institutions
and organizations, exercises maximum support
and care for the nation’s youth, National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yes-
terday. He made that press statement today on
the occasion of the World Youth Day which was
marked yesterday. He noted that the youth need
protection against the onslaught of terrorism
and extremism, since the youth represent an
easy prey for recruiters of acts of violence.

He emphasized the imperative to equip the
youth for leadership roles early on in their pro-
fessional careers and school education and
underscored the national assembly’s legislative
leanings to empower the youth with what they
need to succeed in society.

For instance, he pointed to a number of
national assembly bills in support of SME’s fund-
ing and the establishment of a special authority
for youth affairs and amending some sports laws
in favor of the youth. Moreover the ultimate trib-
ute to the nation’s youth, he said, was the estab-
lishment of a ministry for youth affairs.

The National Assembly, he said, was itself
rejuvenating its staff and operations by pushing
ahead its youthful staff toward leadership and
supervisory roles, harnessing in the meantime,
their energies toward being creative and innova-
tive. He stressed that no tangible development
and growth could take place without the
empowerment of the nation’s youth and to do
that they need an environment that inspires
them to excel at whatever they do. 

Young entrepreneurs 
On Tuesday, Minister of Information and

Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah had under-
lined the need for effective coordination and
cooperation among state bodies to offer all sup-
port to young entrepreneurs.

In a coordination meeting also attended by
the Minister of Commerce and Industry Youssef
Al-Ali, Chairman and Director General of the
Public Authority for Youth and Sports (PAYS)
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
and Acting Director General of Kuwait News

Agency Abdulhameed Malek, Sheikh Salman
said that the goal from such kinds of meetings is
to create a team work for developing world-class
programs for supporting youth.

He added that the Ministry of State for Youth
Affairs has managed, through cooperation with
different ministries and state bodies, to promote
the idea of youth empowerment in the past
three years. Youth make up nearly 80 percent of
the ministry’s work force, he said.

Meanwhile, Minister Ali affirmed that minis-
ters are keen on putting into effect His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s vision for expanding the role of youth in
the state building. In this regard, Ali unveiled
that the national fund for supporting and devel-
oping small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) would start operation next October to
offer finance for youth businesses.

The loans of the fund, for which the govern-
ment allocated KD 2 billion ($6.6 billion), would

cover up to 80 percent of enterprise cost at a
maximum of KD 500,000 ($1.65 million). He also
called for cooperation with Ministry of
Information, Ministry of State for Youth Affairs
and PAYS to promote the fund and to offer
required training for youth.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour called for integra-
tion among government agencies to provide
youth with all tools of success and to help
spread the spirits of positivism and optimism
among this important category of the society.

In the meantime, KUNA Acting Director
General Malek expressed KUNA’s readiness to
employ its resources to serve youth and their
projects. KUNA is eager to materialize His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision of empowering and car-
ing for youth, Malek accentuated. He went on to
say that KUNA has an outstanding media train-
ing center that could offer training courses for
youth. —  KUNA
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KUWAIT: The Ministry of Information, in col-
laboration with the UN office in Kuwait, will
jointly celebrate on September 9, 2015 the
first anniversary of the UN designation of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a Humanitarian Leader
and of Kuwait as a Humanitarian Center, a
ministry official announced yesterday.

On that day, the dual sponsors of the
event, will organize, among other things, a
workshop dealing with the philanthropic
offerings of His Highness the Amir, felt with
gratitude in many parts of the world, the
ministry’s acting undersecretary Mohammad
Al-Awash said.

There will also be a gallery of photo-
graphs and a documentary film marking the
career and biography of His Highness the

Amir to which numerous ambassadors and
foreign officials will be invited, Awash said.
The event will be promoted extensively on
all media outlets, especially on Radio and TV
stations in a joint collaboration by the min-
istry of information and civil society organi-
zations, he said.

This  anniversar y  celebrat ion recal ls
September 9, 2014 when the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon honored at a special
ceremony His Highness the Amir by offi-
cially naming him a Humanitarian Leader
a n d  Ku w a i t  a  H u m a n i t a r i a n  Ce n te r  i n
re co gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  p h i l a n t h ro p i c  a n d
humanitarian work the Kuwaiti leader and
his nation have undertaken to mitigate
the burdens of people in distressful situa-
tions worldwide. — KUNA
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JEDDAH: OIC institutions have agreed
to increase joint collaboration and for-
mulate a plan to counter extreme vio-
lence, sectarianism and Islamophobia.
This came during a high level meeting
held at the General Secretariat in
Jeddah on Tuesday.

An OIC statement yesterday said
that the meeting included a discussion
on the OIC’s strategy, the root causes
of terrorism and violent extremism,
delegitimizing terrorist ideology,
inspiring young Muslims to become
the driving force against the problem,
countering the terrorist narrative using
online and social media, and coordi-
nating the work of OIC institutions in
light of the OIC’s Charter, Conventions
and Resolutions.

In a speech delivered at the open-
ing, OIC Secretary General Iyad Ameen
Madani spoke about terrorism and vio-
lent extremism in the Muslim world.
“We have to deconstruct extremist
rhetoric. Most of this rhetoric is done
through the framework of Islam and
everything is being done in the name

of Islam.  Therefore, we have to chal-
lenge this. For us to fight against this
phenomenon we have to fight against
this rhetoric.”

Madani also spoke out against the
concept of Takfir (declaring Muslims
out of the fold of Islam) and inter-
Muslim sectarian infighting and said
that the OIC intends to hold workshops
to address these problems. He further
expounded on the OICs commitment
to tackle the problem in resolutions
adopted by OIC Summits and Council
of Foreign Ministers meetings. He also
said that the OIC is planning an expert
meeting of jurists and legal experts
and that work is underway to develop
a strategy to deal with sectarianism.

President of the IDB Dr Ahmad
Mohammad Ali meanwhile said terror-
ism is not just threatening the Muslim
world, but the entire international com-
munity. He also said that the IDB, as the
OICs development arm, is committed
to combating terrorism and radicaliza-
tion, which threaten economic achieve-
ment and development. — KUNA
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