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Croat hostage beheaded 

by IS affiliate in Egypt 
First such killing of a Westerner

CAIRO: The Islamic State group said yesterday it has
beheaded a Croatian hostage, and released a picture of
a body after what would be the first such killing of a
Westerner in Egypt. Croatian Prime Minister told
reporters he could not “confirm with 100 percent cer-
tainty” that Tomislav Salopek, who worked for French
company CGG, had been murdered. “But what we see
does not look good,” he said. Salopek was abducted
last month west of Cairo. The jihadists had issued a 48-
hour deadline that expired on Friday threatening to kill
him if Muslim women prisoners were not freed from
Egyptian jails. The authenticity of the picture could not
be immediately verified.

Salopek’s abduction and purported killing were
unprecedented in Egypt, which is battling an IS insur-
gency in the eastern Sinai Peninsula. Although IS’
Egyptian affiliate has killed hundreds of policemen and
soldiers since the army overthrew Islamist president
Mohamed Morsi in 2013, the country had been spared
the gruesome kidnappings and executions of foreign-
ers by the jihadists in Iraq and Syria. The group has in
the past beheaded bedouin in Sinai it accused of col-
laborating with the army.

State-run Croatian news agency HINA quoted a for-
eign ministry source yesterday as saying it “does not
have confirmation that abducted Croatian citizen
Tomislav Salopek has been killed”. The picture was
posted on IS-affiliated Twitter accounts with the cap-
tion: “Execution of prisoner from Croatia - which has
participated in war on Islamic State - after deadline
ended.” 

Continued on Page 13

BEIRUT: At least 37 civilians were killed yesterday in
Syrian government air strikes near Damascus, while at
least 13 people died as rebels fired a barrage of rockets
into the capital, a monitor said. The Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said at least four children were among
the dead in regime strikes on the rebel-held Eastern
Ghouta region, where some 120 people were also
wounded. The death toll was likely to rise further, it said.

The air raids hit the towns of Douma, Saqba, Kafr
Batna and Hammouriyeh in the rebel stronghold. An
AFP photographer in Douma saw more than a dozen
bodies in makeshift plastic shrouds in a field hospital
where medical workers struggled to aid the wounded.
Elsewhere, he also saw two plastic shrouds opened at
the top to reveal the faces of two children, their skin yel-
low and blood-speckled.

Inside a clinic, a young boy wept and hugged his
legs - one roughly bandaged - as he sat on a blood-
smeared floor next to other injured residents. The
strikes came as rebels fired dozens of rockets into
Damascus. The Observatory, without specifying
whether the raids or the Damascus attack came first,
said at least 13 people, among them 10 civilians, were
killed as a barrage of more than 50 rockets slammed
into the capital. It said another 60 people were
wounded.

Continued on Page 13

Regime raids kill dozens near Damascus

DOUMA, Syria: A wounded Syrian boy sits on the floor next to men receiving treatment at a makeshift hospi-
tal in this rebel-held area east of the capital Damascus following air strikes by regime forces yesterday. — AFP 

KUWAIT: Kuwait has awarded a new $1.57 billion con-
tract for work on its planned Al-Zour oil refinery to a
consortium made up of Italy’s Saipem and another
firm, state news agency KUNA reported yesterday. The
45-month contract, valued at KD 475.32 million ($1.57
billion), was the lowest offer submitted in the tender,
Khalid Al-Asousi, spokesman of state-run Kuwait
National Petroleum Co (KNPC) said in a statement,
according to KUNA.

Last month, KNPC awarded KD 3.48 billion ($11.5

billion) in contracts to build the planned 615,000 bar-
rel-per-day refinery. That included a KD 454-million
contract for a consortium comprising Saipem, Hyundai
Engineering and Construction, and SK Engineering and
Construction to build a marine export terminal. The
signing of all contracts is expected to take place in ear-
ly October, Asousi said. The Zour refinery, when com-
pleted, will be one of the largest oil refineries in the
world, falling strategically within KNPC’s long term
plans running through 2030. — Agencies 

$1.57bn Zour contract awarded 

BIRCH RUN, Michigan: Republican presidential candidate Donald Trump appears before addressing a GOP
fundraising event on Tuesday. — AP  

WASHINGTON: The Donald Trump bullet train charged
full speed ahead Tuesday, as the unfiltered US presiden-
tial hopeful slammed China, Barack Obama’s adminis-
tration and Republican rival Jeb Bush while reveling in
fresh poll results that he said show him “leading every-
where”. Ignoring warning signs that his campaign may
be running into trouble, the brash celebrity billionaire
held a wide-ranging press conference before a speech
in Michigan and lashed out on several subjects but
declined to provide policy details. “We’ll be announcing
over the next two weeks numbers and specifics,” he said
when asked of his jobs plan. “You have to be flexible on
jobs and everything else.” He used his take-no-prisoners
style to batter Bush in particular, saying the former
Florida governor “will not be able to negotiate against
China (or) Mexico.”

Trump lit a powder keg during last week’s debut
Republican presidential debate, when he refused to
pledge he would not run as an independent, clashed

with a popular Fox News moderator, and later made
comments about her that many interpreted as crudely
sexist. But Trump, himself a former reality TV impresario,
said he was responsible for drawing millions to that
prime-time debate broadcast. “Who do you think they
were watching, Jeb Bush? Huh? I don’t think so,” Trump
quipped. Asked if he would acknowledge he has gone
over the top with some of the criticism and his brag-
gadocio, Trump merely pointed to the polls. “Leading in
Iowa, leading in New Hampshire... leading in South
Carolina, leading in Nevada,” Trump said, rattling off sev-
eral early-voting states.

A new Suffolk University poll in Iowa, which holds
the first presidential contest early next year, has Trump
ahead with 17 percent support, Wisconsin Governor
Scott Walker in second with 12 percent and Senator
Marco Rubio of Florida with 10. The survey also showed
Bush, a one-time frontrunner, slipping to seventh spot. 

Continued on Page 13

‘Leading everywhere’: 

Trump barrels ahead

Bush, Clinton trade blame over Iraq war
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Deputy Amir and Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
received Acting Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah at
Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness Sheikh Nawaf
also received Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Interior Sheikh Mohammad Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah and Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah.

Meanwhile, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled received UAE
Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma Hussein Al Zaabi, who
delivered a verbal message from UAE Minister of
Foreign Affairs Abdullah bin Zayed Al Nahyan
regarding topics of mutual concern and recent
regional and international developments.

Separately, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled received
Ambassador of Tajikistan to Kuwait Zubaydullo
Zubaydov, and Ambassador of Ukraine to Kuwait

Volodymyr Tolkach. Sheikh Sabah received letters
from Tajik Foreign Minister Sirojiddin Aslov and
Ukraine’s Foreign Minister Pavlo Klimkin from the two
ambassadors respectively, which dealt with bilateral
relations and issues of common interests. Ambassador
Walid Al-Kubaizi, First Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister’s Office Deputy Director Ambassador
Saleh Salem Al-Loghani and a number of Foreign
Ministry officials attended the meetings. -— KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
meets Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Khaled Al-
Jarrah Al-Sabah. — KUNA

Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah
meets UAE Ambassador to Kuwait Rahma Hussein Al Zaabi.

Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah
meets Ambassador of Tajikistan to Kuwait Zubaydullo Zubaydov.

Crown Prince receives top state officials

Acting Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Sabah meets
Ambassador of Ukraine to Kuwait Volodymyr Tolkach.

KUWAIT: Ahmadi Governor Sheikh Fawaz Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah received the
outgoing Ambassador of Tunisia Noureddine Al-Ray on the occasion of ending his
tenure in Kuwait.

KUWAIT: The Saudi Hajj Ministry has
informed Kuwait’s hajj mission and the
Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs that
the kingdom will only accept 6,400 hajj pil-
grims from Kuwait this year. Assistant
Undersecretary for Technical Coordination,
Foreign Relations and Hajj at the Ministry
of Awqaf and Islamic affairs Khulaif Al-
Othainah underlined the importance of
coordination among hajj missions to
upgrade performance and improve servic-
es to pilgrims and fulfill their religious
duties with ease and comfort.

Othainah, who is also head of the
Kuwaiti Hajj mission, has checked several
Kuwaiti Hajj campaigns to finalize prepara-
tions for the upcoming pilgrimage for sake
of securing all needed services for the pil-
grims. Furthermore, he indicated to the
cooperation between the Mission and
Saudi Hajj Authorities and the necessity to
guide campaigns about means and precau-

tions that provide them with safety and
security. In addition, he urged the pilgrims
to abide by Hajj regulations, to carry their
Hajj permits with them at all times and to
join a trusted hajj convoy. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s celebration as a capi-
tal for Islamic culture 2016 will take
place in time with the launch of Qurain
Cultural Festival on January 22, said
Secretary General of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters
(NCCAL) Ali Al-Youha.

The festival will present Kuwait’s cul-
tural side and activities, aiming to
attract Islamic and international media
to Kuwait as a cultural center, Youha
said yesterday. Kuwait was chosen as
the capital by the Islamic Educational,

Scientific and Cultural Organization
(ISESCO), said the official, noting that
the organization annually chooses
three main capitals from the Arab
World, Asia and Africa. ISESCO also
nominated the city of Male in the
Maldives and Freetown city in Sierra
Leone as the other two capitals for
Islamic culture, during its meeting in
October 2009, he added.

Meanwhile, Youha said that the
event will include different activities
showcasing development in all parts of

Islamic culture, seminars, conferences,
poetry, workshops, musical and cine-
matic shows and scientific trips. ISESCO
was established in 1981 to develop sci-
ences, education, culture and commu-
nication in the Islamic world. The
organization, consisting of 52 member-
states, works on presenting the true
principles of Islam all over the world,
encourage dialogue between different
cultures and religions, spread peace
and tolerance and develop coopera-
tion between its members. — KUNA

Kuwait to celebrate capital
of Islamic culture in Jan

Ali Al-Youha

KUWAIT: Kuwait, through all of its institutions
and organizations, exercises maximum support
and care for the nation’s youth, National
Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said yes-
terday. He made that press statement today on
the occasion of the World Youth Day which was
marked yesterday. He noted that the youth need
protection against the onslaught of terrorism
and extremism, since the youth represent an
easy prey for recruiters of acts of violence.

He emphasized the imperative to equip the
youth for leadership roles early on in their pro-
fessional careers and school education and
underscored the national assembly’s legislative
leanings to empower the youth with what they
need to succeed in society.

For instance, he pointed to a number of
national assembly bills in support of SME’s fund-
ing and the establishment of a special authority
for youth affairs and amending some sports laws
in favor of the youth. Moreover the ultimate trib-
ute to the nation’s youth, he said, was the estab-
lishment of a ministry for youth affairs.

The National Assembly, he said, was itself
rejuvenating its staff and operations by pushing
ahead its youthful staff toward leadership and
supervisory roles, harnessing in the meantime,
their energies toward being creative and innova-
tive. He stressed that no tangible development
and growth could take place without the
empowerment of the nation’s youth and to do
that they need an environment that inspires
them to excel at whatever they do. 

Young entrepreneurs 
On Tuesday, Minister of Information and

Minister of State for Youth Affairs Sheikh Salman
Sabah Salem Al-Humoud Al-Sabah had under-
lined the need for effective coordination and
cooperation among state bodies to offer all sup-
port to young entrepreneurs.

In a coordination meeting also attended by
the Minister of Commerce and Industry Youssef
Al-Ali, Chairman and Director General of the
Public Authority for Youth and Sports (PAYS)
Sheikh Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah,
and Acting Director General of Kuwait News

Agency Abdulhameed Malek, Sheikh Salman
said that the goal from such kinds of meetings is
to create a team work for developing world-class
programs for supporting youth.

He added that the Ministry of State for Youth
Affairs has managed, through cooperation with
different ministries and state bodies, to promote
the idea of youth empowerment in the past
three years. Youth make up nearly 80 percent of
the ministry’s work force, he said.

Meanwhile, Minister Ali affirmed that minis-
ters are keen on putting into effect His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah’s vision for expanding the role of youth in
the state building. In this regard, Ali unveiled
that the national fund for supporting and devel-
oping small and medium-sized enterprises
(SMEs) would start operation next October to
offer finance for youth businesses.

The loans of the fund, for which the govern-
ment allocated KD 2 billion ($6.6 billion), would

cover up to 80 percent of enterprise cost at a
maximum of KD 500,000 ($1.65 million). He also
called for cooperation with Ministry of
Information, Ministry of State for Youth Affairs
and PAYS to promote the fund and to offer
required training for youth.

Sheikh Ahmad Al-Mansour called for integra-
tion among government agencies to provide
youth with all tools of success and to help
spread the spirits of positivism and optimism
among this important category of the society.

In the meantime, KUNA Acting Director
General Malek expressed KUNA’s readiness to
employ its resources to serve youth and their
projects. KUNA is eager to materialize His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision of empowering and car-
ing for youth, Malek accentuated. He went on to
say that KUNA has an outstanding media train-
ing center that could offer training courses for
youth. —  KUNA

Kuwait supports, empowers
youth: Speaker Ghanem

Youth make up 80% of ministry’s workforce

KUWAIT: Minister Sheikh Salman Al-Humoud Al-Sabah is seen during a coordination meeting
Tuesday. — KUNA

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Information, in col-
laboration with the UN office in Kuwait, will
jointly celebrate on September 9, 2015 the
first anniversary of the UN designation of His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah as a Humanitarian Leader
and of Kuwait as a Humanitarian Center, a
ministry official announced yesterday.

On that day, the dual sponsors of the
event, will organize, among other things, a
workshop dealing with the philanthropic
offerings of His Highness the Amir, felt with
gratitude in many parts of the world, the
ministry’s acting undersecretary Mohammad
Al-Awash said.

There will also be a gallery of photo-
graphs and a documentary film marking the
career and biography of His Highness the

Amir to which numerous ambassadors and
foreign officials will be invited, Awash said.
The event will be promoted extensively on
all media outlets, especially on Radio and TV
stations in a joint collaboration by the min-
istry of information and civil society organi-
zations, he said.

This  anniversar y  celebrat ion recal ls
September 9, 2014 when the UN Secretary
General Ban Ki-Moon honored at a special
ceremony His Highness the Amir by offi-
cially naming him a Humanitarian Leader
a n d  Ku w a i t  a  H u m a n i t a r i a n  Ce n te r  i n
re co gn i t i o n  o f  t h e  p h i l a n t h ro p i c  a n d
humanitarian work the Kuwaiti leader and
his nation have undertaken to mitigate
the burdens of people in distressful situa-
tions worldwide. — KUNA

6,400 pilgrims
from Kuwait

Ministry to mark ‘versary
of UN accolade to Amir

Mohammad Al-Awash

Khulaif Al-Othainah

JEDDAH: OIC institutions have agreed
to increase joint collaboration and for-
mulate a plan to counter extreme vio-
lence, sectarianism and Islamophobia.
This came during a high level meeting
held at the General Secretariat in
Jeddah on Tuesday.

An OIC statement yesterday said
that the meeting included a discussion
on the OIC’s strategy, the root causes
of terrorism and violent extremism,
delegitimizing terrorist ideology,
inspiring young Muslims to become
the driving force against the problem,
countering the terrorist narrative using
online and social media, and coordi-
nating the work of OIC institutions in
light of the OIC’s Charter, Conventions
and Resolutions.

In a speech delivered at the open-
ing, OIC Secretary General Iyad Ameen
Madani spoke about terrorism and vio-
lent extremism in the Muslim world.
“We have to deconstruct extremist
rhetoric. Most of this rhetoric is done
through the framework of Islam and
everything is being done in the name

of Islam.  Therefore, we have to chal-
lenge this. For us to fight against this
phenomenon we have to fight against
this rhetoric.”

Madani also spoke out against the
concept of Takfir (declaring Muslims
out of the fold of Islam) and inter-
Muslim sectarian infighting and said
that the OIC intends to hold workshops
to address these problems. He further
expounded on the OICs commitment
to tackle the problem in resolutions
adopted by OIC Summits and Council
of Foreign Ministers meetings. He also
said that the OIC is planning an expert
meeting of jurists and legal experts
and that work is underway to develop
a strategy to deal with sectarianism.

President of the IDB Dr Ahmad
Mohammad Ali meanwhile said terror-
ism is not just threatening the Muslim
world, but the entire international com-
munity. He also said that the IDB, as the
OICs development arm, is committed
to combating terrorism and radicaliza-
tion, which threaten economic achieve-
ment and development. — KUNA

OIC institutions collaborate
against extreme violence
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Let’s do it

Good morning, dear readers and I hope that
everyone is enjoying the summer heat. In this
article, I would like to dream and propose ideas

that might help in resolving the ongoing misconcep-
tions and troubles encountering many in the Kuwaiti
society. Everyone knows that one hand does not clap
and that there should be consolidated efforts in order
to bring joy and happiness to those who are in dire
need of help and harmony. I would like to phrase my
article through a set of questions that imply dreams
and wonders and let us see if we all can accomplish
such dreams through unification of efforts and love of
one another.

1 - What if  each of us loved one another and
stopped being selfish just because of material things?

2 - What if each sponsor treated his or her servant
according to the teachings of Islam and Prophet
Mohammad, peace and blessing be upon him?

3 - What if citizens and expatriates respected each
other and worked for the best interest of the country?

4 - What if the various ministries of Kuwait looked at
the expatriates as Kuwait’s guests who come here to
make a decent living and for the development of our
homeland?

5 - What if authorities looked with a sympathetic eye
to those workers who work under the blazing sun and
with no mercy to those who carry the workers on a con-
vertible truck under the soaring sun without considera-
tion for their safety and health?

6 - What if all ministries adopt a new approach in
greeting clients as they enter their facilities by receiving
them with a big smile and serving them with tea and
coffee similar to that of the public institution for social
security rather than yelling at the expatriates rudely?

7 - What if when your car breaks down on the road
and you are a male, you end up seeing loads of cars
stopping to help you and not doing so only with
women whose cars break down on the road? If you are
a man and get a ruptured tire or malfunction in your
car, I advise you to either put a hijab on your hair or
cover your face with a veil in order to find someone
who will help you.

8 - What if we see some youth volunteers work in the
public gardens or at the various beaches in Kuwait to
monitor any violations against the environment rather
than leaving them roam the streets and bother others? 

9 - What if we become so patient with each other
when it comes to parking spaces and when we see
someone needs a parking spot, we become friendly
and give it out of courtesy?

10 - What if those who drive little and old cars are
respected similar to those who drive newer cars? It is a
pity that an old car can’t use the left lane otherwise it
would be stormed by those gigantic trucks or bullet-
like cars. I feel sorry for those little cars which are not
respected on the road and are not given the right of
road at the roundabouts. (You have a million then you
are worth a million.)

11 - What if when you enter the examination room
at a public hospital, you are well treated by the doctors
who insist that you take all necessary tests to ensure
that you are OK instead of just being given the famous
“magical pill” of painkillers?

12 - What if the sponsors celebrate the birthday of
their housekeepers and enjoy it with them and make
them feel at home instead of making everything haram
(forbidden) for them?

13 - What if when the sponsors bring in their domes-
tic workers from the airport, the sponsor tells them,
“Welcome to Kuwait and please feel at home.” And most
importantly, what if the sponsors discipline their kids to
respect the workers rather than put extra burdens on
them or curse them continuously?

14 - What if some of the airport workers keep smiling
when they greet Kuwait’s guests coming for Europe or
America and do the same with Asian nationalities
instead of guiding them like cattle as I have seen with
my own eyes in many cases?

Until the next article insha Allah.

Kuwait Digest

KUWAIT: The criminal court, chaired by
Judge Mohammad Al-Duaij, adjourned yes-
terday the case of Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque
blast until Sunday for the hearing of prosecu-
tion’s defense.

The court had decided during the third
session held two days ago to pursue the
prosecution with a testimony by the ranking
officer during a closed-door hearing that
took place yesterday. It also took a decision
to resume the regular proceedings as of
August 16th. The court started the first ses-
sion on August 4. The accused include seven
Kuwaitis, five Saudis, three Pakistanis, 13 ille-
gal residents in addition to a refugee who

has been remained unidentified.
The tribunal had tasked a number of

attorneys from Kuwait Lawyers Association,
along with other counselors, with defending
the suspects. None of the assigned barristers
will be allowed to request relief from the mis-
sion, and those willing so, must present com-
pelling reasons for abstaining. During a ses-
sion held on Thursday, the tribunal ordered
the release of 11 out of 29 persons accused
of being involved in the case without bail,
however all of the accused were banned
from travel. Previous sessions witnessed
cross-examining the “number-one suspect,”
Abdulrahman Sabah Al-Eidan, re-examining

confiscated materials including a flash mem-
ory, including statements by Fahad Suleiman
Al-Qabaa, who had personally carried out
the bombing attack on the mosque. The
flash memory included the security camera
film showing the car that boarded the sui-
cide bomber, the moment he descended
from the vehicle entering the mosque during
Friday prayers as well as the actual blast.

Eidan testified that he had driven the car
to the target with attacker sitting on the
front seat and that the vehicle belonged to
‘suspect number seven’ Jarrah Nimer. The
court held its first session on August 4th. The
list also includes five others who have not

been detained. Two of them have been
arrested in Saudi Arabia-they are brothers;
one named Majed Abdullah Al-Zahrani (the
fourth defendant) and Mohammad Abdullah
Al-Zahrani (the third defendant). Another
brother of the two had stayed in Kuwait
before being handed over to the Saudi
authorities.

The trio’s fourth brother is in Syria, in the
ranks of the Islamic State (IS). The mosque,
located in Al-Sawaber district in the heart of
Kuwait City, was bombed on June 26th, dur-
ing the fasting month of Ramadan. Up to 26
people died and 227 others were injured in
the attack. — KUNA

Court adjourns Imam Al-Sadeq
Mosque blast case until Sunday

By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: The criminal court denied a
request to release a citizen who report-
edly joined the Islamic State (IS) group
and later left it. The citizen told the court
that IS fighters are not committed to Fajr
(dawn) prayers. 

Insult
Lawyer Hani Hussein said criminal

detectives will summon Mohammad
Hayef, Waleed Al-Tabatabae, Usama
Munawar and Nasser Shamseldein to
question them over insulting the Shiite
sect. Similarly, the criminal court decid-
ed to consider a complaint against
Sheikh Othman Al-Khalis during a
September 30 session. The plaintiffs
accuse Khalis of describing the Shiite
sect as deviant. Also, the court will con-
sider a complaint filed by Major General
Abdelfattah Al-Ali against Sheikh Khalifa
Al-Ali for insulting him during the closing

of Al-Watan newspaper on August 31.

Lawyer defends actor
Lawyer Hussein Al-Asfour said his

client, actor Dawood Hussein, did not
insult Omar Al-Khattab, the fourth Caliph
in Islam, stressing that his client played a
totally different personality. “We will sue
all those who insulted my client,” he said.
He clarified that Dawood Hussein played
a personality called ‘Farooq’ who was the
Wali (governor) of Makkah during the
reign of Yazeed bin Muawiya, which was
a long time after the caliphs. Farooq is a
common name for Prophet Mohammad’s
(PBUH) companion.

Rabiya power cut
Block 2 in Rabiya went without power

at around 5:00 am and continued for four
hours. Meanwhile, power was also cut
Tuesday night in some areas of Fahaheel
and police had to regulate traffic, as traf-
fic lights stopped working. 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The implementa-
tion to tie the visa validity
with the passport’s expiry
will start on January 1, 2016,
said Colonel Mohammad
Al-Rahayan from the central
department for visa sys-
tems.

Separately, Director of
Supervision and Inspection
Department at the Interior
Ministry Major General
Mohammad Al-Enezi said
his department is keen on
carrying its role in regards
to general discipline and in
maintaining police reputa-
tion, in addition to receiving
the public complaints and
sending them to concerned
authorities. Major General
Enezi said that accountabili-

ty is very strict for those in
the interior ministry regard-
less of their rank, and the
department has a sensitive
role to restore the right of
any person who submits an
official complaint. 

Meanwhile, Assistant
Director of the Department
Brigadier Khalid Al-Kandari

said there are special boxes
for complaints and propos-
als from citizens and expats
at all service offices.
Brigadier Kandari added cit-
izens can report their com-
plaints by calling the num-
bers, 2520034 or 25200262,
or the emergency number
112.

Visa based on passport
validity starts Jan 1 

Major General
Mohammad Al-Enezi

Brigadier Khalid 
Al-Kandari

Former IS member
denied release plea

Kuwait to release
120,000 fish, develops 

food security
KUWAIT: Kuwait Institute for Scientific Research (KISR) will
begin a campaign to release 120,000 fish in Kuwait’s waters
next Monday to enrich fish resources in the country,
according to KISR’s Director General Naji Al-Mutairi.

The institute is pleased with the patronage of His
Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah for the campaign, aiming to develop food securi-
ty in the country, said Al-Mutairi in a press statement yes-
terday.

The campaign will include two types of fish; the
‘shaoum’ (finned black seabream) and the ‘subaiti’ (black
seabream), said the official, adding that KISR succeeded in
raising these fish in farms, with a production rate of over
120, 000 per season. Meanwhile, head of operations
department Faisal Al-Helayel said the campaign will last up
to one month, and will include daily fish release along the
Kuwaiti coasts. — KUNA

KISR’s Director General Naji Al-Mutairi

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Ahmadi police raided a liquor fac-
tory run by several Asian nationals in
Mangaf. 

Nine full barrels and 120 bottles of
liquor were found in an apartment used by
the suspect to brew liquor for sale, along
with two sacks of sugar, 12 boxes of yeast
and seven cooking gas cylinders.

Soldier arrested
Weapons detectives arrested a Kuwaiti

Army soldier for selling unlicensed
weapons. A rifle, a pistol and three maga-
zines were found hidden in a Kabd farm.

Car accident
A three-car accident took place on the

coastal road near Mahboula injuring two
persons. The victims were freed from the
cars by Mangaf firemen and were taken by
paramedics.

Drug arrest
An Iranian expat was arrested for trading

in opium. During the arrest, one kilogram of
opium and a drug scale were found in his
house. He was sent to the Drug Control
General Department to face charges.

Stabbed
A 21-year-old bedoon (stateless) ended

in Jahra hospital’s intensive care unit after
receiving six stab wounds inside a popular
market in Jahra. The stabber, who is also a
bedoon, claimed that the victim harassed a
relative of his.

Found
The young man who was reported miss-

ing by his father last Saturday was found in
a Kabd ranch, said a security source adding
the youngster is used to going there with
other youths his age. The father, however,
was arrested after it was found that he was
involved in swindling cases. The young
man’s cousin was also arrested on similar
cases. In a similar incident, an Egyptian told

Kheitan police his daughter was missing.
Detectives during an investigation found
her in Marina mall and sent her to Kheitan
police station.

Visa violators
Ten visa violators, in addition to five

wanted persons, were arrested during
police campaigns. The suspects were taken
to the proper authorities for further action.

KD 65,000 debt
Police arrested a citizen wanted on

debt-related cases estimated at KD 65,000.
The man was taken to the proper authori-
ties to face charges.

Liquor factory busted in Mangaf
Solider arrested for arms trafficking

The army soldier who was arrested for weapons
trafficking.

Some of the weapons found with the suspect.

Paramedics tend to the injured at the scene of a car-
crash near Mahboula.

The Iranian drug dealer is pictured in this handout
photo.
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KUWAIT: The expedition commemorating the 27th
anniversary of diving, held under the slogan ‘You Are My
Children’ and under the auspices of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, is set to end
tomorrow.

The committee on maritime heritage of Kuwait Sea
Sport Club (KSSC), organizers of the expedition, will hold a
closing ceremony where Minister of Information and
Minister of State for Youth Affairs, Sheikh Salman Al-
Humoud Al-Sabah will be in attendance.

At least 200 youths from Kuwait, Bahrain and UAE will
take part in the ceremony, which will feature a 12-ship

flotilla, dedicated by his Highness the Amir. The last leg of
the expedition, which sought to conserve the national
maritime tradition, is set to air live on national television.

Head of the committee on maritime heritage of the
KSSC, Ali Al-Qabandi lauded in a press statement yesterday
the success of the expedition, expressing gratitude for the
country’s ministries for their contributions in sponsoring
the event.

The expedition commenced with the hoisting of the
national flag, after which the participants took part in vig-
orous diving exercises in tribute to the forefathers of the
nation and Kuwait’s cherished maritime tradition. —KUNA

Pearl Diving Trip 
ends tomorrow

KUWAIT: Some of the dhows participating in the 27th annual Pearl Diving Trip. —Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat and KUNA

Ali Al-Qabandi Captain Hamed Al-Sayyar Captain Abdulwahab Al-Rubai’an

KUWAIT: Kuwait is eagerly promoting its
experience of conquering harsh ecologi-
cal systems to become a producer of
energy and vital resources, a Kuwaiti offi-
cial said yesterday. Undersecretary at the
Ministry of Electricity and Water
Mohammad Boushehri said that the min-
istry provided a briefing on the process of
desalination in the State of Kuwait, a
nation not known for its vast water
resources. The ministry provided a brief-
ing on the subject and showcased
Kuwait’s accomplishment in the matter,
said Boushehri.

He indicated that visitors to the
Kuwaiti pavilion were also informed about
Kuwait’s use of natural elements to pro-

duce power, noting that they were thrilled
to know of this ‘small’ country’s abilities to
procedure energy and water. He said that
a team from the ministry will again head
to the Expo later this month to further
showcase Kuwait’s experiences within the
desalination and water production. Expo
Milano consists of around 55 display sites
representing 144 countries.

Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti Ambassador
to Italy Sheikh Ali Al-Khaled Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah discussed yesterday with Italian
officials preparations for the coming visit
of His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh
Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah.

Ambassador Ali Al-Khaled met
Armando Varricchio, diplomatic adviser

to Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi, as
part of preparations for the visit of His
Highness the Premier during which he
will meet his Renzi next month, the
Kuwaiti embassy said in a statement. The
meeting focused on economic, political
and cultural relations between Kuwait
and Italy as well as cooperation in all
fields, the statement said. Varricchio
stressed the importance of this visit of
His Highness Premier to Rome, lauding
the tangible outcome of the previous
one of His Highness Premier on
September 16, 2014. The Italian official
also commended Kuwait’s strong partici-
pation and distinguished pavilion at
Expo Milano 2015. —KUNA

Kuwait promotes energy resources,
strategies at Expo Milano: Official

A display at Kuwait’s pavilion showing
the country’s accomplishment in the use
of natural elements to produce power.

The Kuwaiti pavilion at Expo Milano 2015 Mohammad Boushehri

GAZA: Al-Falah Charitable Society yesterday distributed
cash aid to hundreds of Palestinian families in the Gaza
Strip donated from Kuwaiti philanthropists. Head of the
society Dr Ramadan Tanbora said in a press statement
that the financing of various relief, humanitarian and
charitable projects grew and were renewed through
donations from Kuwait. He highly appreciated the role
played by the Kuwaiti leadership, government and peo-
ple as well as charitable institutions in support of the
needy families in the Gaza Strip to alleviate their suffering
and to promote their steadfastness. —KUNA

Kuwaiti philanthropists distribute
cash aid to needy families in Gaza

KUWAIT: Director General of the Airport Security Department Major General Faisal Al-Seneen honored
a number of airport security officers for their exceptional efforts. Maj Gen Saneen handled the honor-
ing proceedings on behalf of Major General Anwar Al-Yaseen, the Interior Ministry’s Assistant
Undersecretary for Borders Security Affairs.
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KUWAIT: Professor Kazem Behbehani (OBE) is a Kuwaiti immu-
nologist and retired professor. He has done research on tropical
diseases before he became International Health Advocate at
WHO. In an interview published nearly a month ago, Dr
Behbehani spoke about receiving the Order of the British Empire
in recognition, his decision to return as Director-General of
Dasman Diabetes Institute and the challenges that Kuwait faces
to fight diabetes. Today, Dr Behbehani talks in a second interview
about the global challenges of health and development, the
importance of maintaining the ecological balance, and the capa-
bilities that make Kuwait able to excel in various fields on the
global level.

Dr Behbehani, a few weeks ago you were kind enough to give
an interview on your work at the World Health Organization
(WHO) and the Dasman Diabetes Institute. The response to your
interview has been considerable and a number of people have
written to remind us that in addition to the OBE that was
bestowed on you by Her Majesty the Queen of England you have
also been appointed to the Board of Regents of Manchester
Harris College Oxford. Nor did you tell us that you have been
appointed Senior Policy Adviser to the ICMHD WHO
Collaborating Centre in Geneva. Congratulations.

Thank you. I think both these appointments have come as a
result of my work on global health issues. As you know, there is a
growing concern that the world is not doing enough to address
the challenges of health and development. Today when the gap
between rich and poor countries is growing and when climate sci-
entists tell us that we are on the verge of major changes in climat-
ic conditions, it is very important that we should think globally.

Dr Behbehani, what exactly do you mean by that? Do you
think we have not been doing enough?

I personally do not think the world has done at all enough in
the area of health promotion and protection. If we do not do
more and act with a sense of urgency I believe the world will pay
a high price for its inaction. If you look at what is happening
around us in terms of emerging and remerging diseases I am
sure you will agree that we must increase our commitment to
global health and do so quickly and with greater focus.

Dr Behbehani, what do you mean when you say global
health and why is it important to people in Kuwait?

Let me try to answer you briefly. Global Health is a recognition
that the world is really a small place and becoming smaller. Today
there are more than seven billion people sharing the same space
that at one time housed a few hundred million. We are consum-
ing more food than ever and we are consuming water at a mas-
sive and still growing rate. The ecological balance is being chal-
lenged and we must think seriously about how to create and
maintain a better equilibrium that ensures that everyone will
have access to both food and water. Unless we do, there will be
political and social unrest. At the same time we can travel around
the world today in a matter of hours, and as we do, we can move
diseases in planes and boats and cars faster than has ever been
possible before. We have become the main vectors of disease.
When there is an outbreak in one part of the world it is theoreti-
cally a matter of hours before that outbreak is felt in countries

that may be thousands of miles away and have an entirely differ-
ent ecological and social character. What I am saying is that if we
are to prevent global health disasters, we must be prepared to
invest in the health of poor countries and less well-off communi-
ties that do not have the infrastructure or the know-how needed
to protect health.

Dr Behbehani, what do you think a small country such as
Kuwait can do in this situation?

I do not altogether agree with you when you refer to Kuwait
as a small country. Of course we are small in territorial size and we
are obviously small in terms of population. But we are not small
from the perspective of talent and financial capacity. Kuwait has
good scientists, medical doctors and healthcare staff. There is no
field in which we are not represented at the global level. In geolo-
gy and engineering, in nuclear energy and marine biology as well
as in health, we are present in many international agencies. In
fact when you look objectively at our situation, you will realize
that Kuwait is well placed to do a great deal at the international
health level. The Kuwait Fund for Development is already a leader
in many domains, and I think we can also do much more in the
specific field of global health, especially diabetes. There are over
345 million people living with diabetes of one kind or another.
We can begin by sharing our experience in this area and creating
networks of countries all working on the same issues. 

Dr Behbehani, what do you have in mind with respect to dia-
betes collaboration?

In the area of diabetes I believe we are now in a situation
when Kuwait can help to create a global awareness about the
problem and begin to teach people about the factors that affect
diabetes and that make it such a big problem. We can work with
countries to help them catch up on new public health prevention

knowledge and cutting-edge clinical and skills in diabetes treat-
ment and care. I think Kuwait is now ready to take on a part of the
global fight against diabetes, working with key countries that can
benefit from our help and collaboration. We can organize train-
ing courses for people from other countries and we can help
improve clinical skills and techniques. So when you refer to
Kuwait as a small country, be careful not to confuse size with
knowledge, nor size with commitment. Think about what we are
doing in Kuwait under the leadership of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, and
think how we could share that same impetus with countries that
do not have those same creative advantages and leadership. 

Dr Behbehani, this sounds very optimistic?
I have always said that if you cannot dream, you cannot

explore; and if you do not explore you simply sleep the long
sleep and get bypassed by the world. Anything is possible and

everything is worth considering. Kuwait does not have to be
thought of as a small insignificant country. It can participate
internationally and even be a leader in some areas. Last year we
organized an international meeting on diabetes and tuberculosis.
In the opening session, one of my colleagues, Dr Manuel
Carballo, stated that the world was now entering a new era of co-
morbidities that have a capacity to catch countries unprepared
and place heavy burdens on them. Let me pick up on this theme,
because although our meeting focused on diabetes and TB, it
could have looked at diabetes and obesity, diabetes and cardio-
vascular illness, diabetes and hepatitis C, to name just a few
examples of the new challenges that are emerging around the
world. The Dasman Diabetes Institute is in a unique position to
identify new themes and develop them together with other
basic research, public health groups. We are already doing this
with Harvard in the USA and Oxford, Glasgow Caledonian and
ICMHD, which is a WHO Collaborating Centre, in Europe.        

Dr Behbehani, what would you like to see happen now? You
have a vast experience in international public health, so tell
us more.    

I would like to see the Dasman Diabetes Institute, which was
founded by Kuwait Foundation for the Advancement of Science
(KFAS) and other health groups in Kuwait begin to work with
countries that can benefit from our way of approaching public
health, bringing our experience and knowledge to bear on their
needs. I would like to see Kuwait create a global health capacity
that countries would feel free to turn to for assistance. We are
already discussing things like this with Malaysia and Indonesia
and I know that countries such as the Maldives, Bosnia, and
Jamaica would also welcome our input in terms of technical
assistance and financial support in the area of diabetes. There are
many other countries that we can help and in doing so we can
become a key part of the new global health agenda.

World has not done enough in health
promotion, protection: Dr Behbehani

‘If you cannot dream, you cannot explore’

Dr. Kazem Behbehani

The Dasman Diabetes Institute
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Al-Jarida

We all want the thieves of public funds to be
held accountable. We all want the money of
pensioners returned. We all want better sports,

and we all want to see the opening of Al-Shadadiya
University after being delayed for a century. But linking
the events with the duck incident as some sort of
ridicule is not a right thing.

This incident, in which some Gulf tourists allegedly
caught a duck from a lake at a European country then
cooked it and documented the whole thing on social
media, came along after the behavior of some Kuwaiti
tourists, like butchering sheep in public parks and
showing off in cars in a way that may be dangerous to
people. It led to condemnations and writing of columns
and investigative reports in Europe’s major newspapers
against the presence of Gulf nationals, in general, and
Kuwaitis in particular, in these capitals.

This incident distorted the country’s reputation and
that of its citizens with it. It led to the bad treatment of
all tourists including those who did no wrong. So, out of
this approach, it is a must to hold those who hurt
Kuwait’s reputation to account.

The National Assembly is required to stop chasing
election votes and start making the necessary legisla-
tions to question those who behave in such fashion.

The fact of the matter is that let us not expose our
‘dirty laundry’ outside the country. If there are some
heads of families who stopped raising their children the
correct way, making them behave in that manner, then,
let the state discipline them its own way.

It is a shame that we reached this level and became a
spectacle to those who are worth it, or not. Was the
message delivered? I hope so. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

The year of the duck
Al-Qabas

By Qais Al-Osta

Iagree with Undersecretary of the Ministry of
Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr Adel Al-Falah that
confronting extremism is a responsibility of state

departments collectively, and it is not the responsi-
bility of one ministry without the other. The Awqaf
ministry is not alone responsible for fighting extrem-
ism despite the importance of its role, but there is
also a responsibility on the ministries of education
and information, in addition to the family. My agree-
ment does not mean that there is major laxity and
failure borne by the “ministry of social security” for
tens of years; the Awqaf ministry did not succeed in
“spreading the culture of centrism and peaceful co-
living.”

The ministry did not make outstanding success as
the undersecretary stated lately, rather the “centrism
center failed,” which a selected group from a certain
religious faction benefited from, as well as the min-
istry surrounding it, as the current minister Yaqoub
Al-Sane stated!

I hoped to scientifically benefit from the explana-
tion of Dr Falah, in answering what I published on
June 29 about his statements in regards to the differ-
ence between extremist ideology and terrorism and
the relation between ‘violence’ and terrorism, and he
is specialized in the religious, psychological, social
and information sciences!

Terrorism and riot is not a new social phenome-
non, as it is in schools and society as a whole. There is
a difference between violence and terrorism, because
violence is a behavioral problem and terrorism comes
out of extremist expiating ideology.

Today there is much data and developments from
recent and old past also. All those indicators require a
change in the thinking, planning and execution
methodology in facing extremism and terrorism. The
series of snatching the minds of children and youth
under the banner of religious centers by some of
those who worked under the umbrella of the Awqaf
ministry, among them one of the suspects in the
blow up of Imam Al-Sadeq Mosque and was hosted
by the ministry to give ‘inflammatory’ lessons in a
“Jahra center since he was 17 years of age,” and there
are many others.

Fighting extremism and exaggeration does not
require religious programs in the media, rather it
needs a change in the work methodology, so that
open dialogues are organized to bring intellectuals,
specialists and youths, and not only clergy, in addi-
tion to interactive campaigns with public opinion,
with a language and method that can reach minds
easily so that the culture of moderation spread in the
society.

The responsibility is big for Dr Falah in fighting
extremism and terrorism, and he is the one who
served with more than 14 ministers until 2010 and
knew how to “benefit from the period of his suspen-
sion,” as he said. —Translated by Kuwait Times

It is not Awqaf’s
responsibility alone

Al-Qabas

By Khalid Al-Tarrah

As the new school year approaches for all education
stages in the middle of September, amidst informa-
tion of the readiness of education ministry facilities to

receive our students, we hope that this readiness is true and
not just media flashes, because we hear about them each
year, then the suffering begins from day one.

In my view, this year is different from the previous years
due to the handing of the public education duties to a
leader who went through the problems of the education
areas and knows very well the obstacles those areas face
every year. The leader is Assistant Undersecretary for Public
Education Affairs Fatima Al-Kandari who came from those
areas and very close to the educational body due to her pre-
vious post as director of Jahra educational area before
becoming assistant undersecretary. This leader played a dis-
tinguished role in Jahra, and she is among those we are
proud of, and I would like to tell her about the most notable
problems that we all know with the start of each year. The
first is the transfer of students from one school to another
within the governorate they belong to, which is always sub-
ject to the school’s temperament without referring to plan-
ning committees in the area, which compels them to accept
students, as there should be a solution for this issue,
because the Kuwaiti citizen moves into a new house every
month because of the rents and it is difficult to change the
address each time, so the issue should be solved before the
start of the year.

Second is the shortage of books. They should be avail-
able before the school year commences in coordination
with educational areas, which should supply the missing the
textbooks, because we noticed in the past that shortage of
books continues for months. Third, the maintenance should
be finished because, again, each year, air-conditioning,
water and other work problems appear. Fourth, the opening
of schools in new areas should be hastened and fifth, cover
the shortage in the number of teachers and finally, ask
teachers to reduce their very difficult demands at the start of
classes because they exhaust the pockets of parents, so
there should be a mechanism to limit this matter.

The reward and punishment system should be used to
lax school directors since majority of these problems appear
on the first day of school because of their lack of interest in
following up the maintenance work in their schools and
check its needs before classes begin. I ask Assistant
Undersecretary Kandari to take a tour due to her experience
to check on work and its readiness. 

—Translated by Kuwait Times 

To Assistant
Undersecretary Kandari

Al-Anbaa

By Khalid Al-Arafa

Health

Iparticipated in the activities of the 37th Aseela Cultural
Season at the invitation of His Excellency Minister
Mohammad bin Essa, Secretary General of Aseela Forum

Establishment. 
And in the Arab seminar, to be or not to be, as many Arab

statesmen, academics and intellectuals explain the current Arab
situation, under the repercussions of the Arab spring, its results
and accumulation on one side, and the horizons of the new
Arab order, its challenges and endless space on the other. 

The dangerous question that was dealt with during this
forum is the ability to get into the future with a huge amount
of bleeding scars, the accumulated failures and people’s aspira-
tions and the dreams of the large youth group to a new time
era that is fast moving and unprecedented in the fields of com-
munication and information in both parts, human and techni-
cal. And this is a great challenge without a doubt, and its
numerical indicators leave a choice between peak and bottom.

Details of the Arab reality are painful and its problems are
sad; its dangers are scary and its future are worrisome; not
because of the absence of future projects that are clear and
courageous only, but also because of the actual surrender to
the current diseases and defeat in dealing with widespread
problems, starting with education and public services, through
the general political reform and ending with terror and
destruction.

With this dark black image came out many shining points
through the participation and analysis of the participants with
realistic solutions and promising ways out, as well as positive
proposals. 

According to what Arabs own from the ocean to the Gulf in
the form of capabilities and added facilities to the Arab human
force that is crawling to reach half a billion people of brains,
hearts and will, through which important success can be
achieved if three basic pillars are available: they are manage-
ment and management and also management - the manage-
ment of resources, management of technology and manage-
ment of country with all its conditions. And among the most
important of these conditions are sincerity, credibility, trans-
parency, honesty and forgiveness.

But the most important question is: Who will carry out such
a project and who may implement it? The Arab Spring with its
spontaneity and natural explosion put things in the right place,
but this spring was quickly kidnapped and shredded between
extremist powers and those shrouded with religion as well as
the old guardians of the removed regimes or those that still
exist; so the result and with the challenges of the new stage,
there is no escaping from implementing the slogans of the
Arab Spring youth and their dreams by those in power; or the
Arab Spring returns as it benefits from its previous failed expe-
rience.

The Kingdom of Morocco is the only Arab state that cradled
its spring and began adopting its principles immediately with-
out the fall of the regime and infrastructure or its Islamists devi-
ating towards extremism and terrorism. Maybe one example of
this success is the city of “Aseela” on the Atlantic, the small and
beautiful, but the large and courageous in leading the Arab
intellect and containing the brains and initiatives from various
Arab political and cultural elite over four decades of time. You
are original Aseela!  —Translated by Kuwait Times 

Arab Spring and
the new Arab order 

Al-Jarida

By Dr Hassan Jouhar

KUWAIT: The number of expatriates living
in Kuwait without a valid visa reached
115,000, including more than 5,000 who
entered the country using family visit visas
but never left when the visa expired. The
majority of those 5,000 are Syrian and Iraqi
nationals, and some of them have been liv-
ing illegally in Kuwait for three years or
more, Al-Jarida daily reported yesterday
quoting Interior Ministry sources.

The number of visa violators has
increased notably in the past couple of
years due to a number of factors, includ-
ing decisions made by the Interior
Ministr y ’s  General  Depar tment of

Residency Affairs which complicated the
situation for a large number of expatriate
workers, the sources said.

One of the most notable and complicat-
ed decisions is the one pertaining to data
transfer, which prevented many workers
who could not afford to pay their accumu-
lated fines from renewing their visas.
Furthermore, the department stopped
renewing dependency visas for expatri-
ates’ sons who are 15 years of age or high-
er expect under specific terms, resulting in
many families being unable to renew their
children’s visas due to the lack of job
opportunities for teenagers less than 18

years of age.
Sponsors of expatriates with expired

family visit visas were also affected, as they
have not been able to renew their own
visas due to restrictions placed on them by
the investigations division at the Ministry’s
General Department of Residency Affairs,
the sources said.

Other factors include the fact that a
large number of expatriates were expect-
ing an amnesty of some sort to allow
them to legalize their status without pay-
ing fines or facing legal retributions. So
far, no government decision was made in
that regard, which has made the problem

worse, the sources indicated. The last gen-
eral amnesty was in 2011, when 42,000
expatriates living illegally in Kuwait bene-
fited from a four-month amnesty period.
The General Department of Residency
Affairs had referred a number of proposals
to solve the problem to the concerned
authorit ies,  but the Interior Ministr y
rejected them all because they are looking
for a radical solution that puts an end to
the issue once and for all, the sources
added. Kuwait is home to nearly 2.9 mil-
lion expatriates, who make up 69 percent
of the country’s approximate 4.2 million
population.

115,000 expats living illegally in Kuwait
Complicated measures hamper visa renewal procedures

Ministry denies 
stopping delivery  
licenses reports

KUWAIT: The Interior Ministry’s General Traffic Department
has no plans to stop issuing licenses to service delivery
workers, Assistant Undersecretary for Traffic Affairs Major
General Abdullah Al-Muhanna said. The senior official
refuted recent reports which suggested that the ministry
stopped issuing home delivery licenses as a ministerial
decree is being prepared to regulate this activity.
According to the original report, the Interior Ministry had
stated that delivering consumer items require a large num-
ber of vehicles driving on roads, and also results in the
accumulation of the licenses application for such service at
the traffic department. —Al-Rai

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait, a member of the interna-
tional Ooredoo Group, hosted members of the
Tomorrow’s Leaders youth initiative for law school grad-
uates, a summer program that aims to provide law
graduates with necessary training to join the workforce.
The program is in association with the Manpower
Restructuring Program and the Kuwait Lawyers Society.

Dr Yousef Al-Selili, Head of the Legal Department at
Ooredoo Kuwait introduced students in detail to the
legal aspect of work in the telecommunications sector,
noting: “We are proud of all the participants of the pro-

gram, and are happy to be of help and service to law
school graduates.”

Tomorrow’s Leaders is a summer program that aims
to introduce students to the applied aspect of practic-
ing law, after they have mastered the theoretical aspect
in law school. It includes internships and visits to a num-
ber of public and private entities to see how legal
departments operate there. 

Ooredoo’s support for the initiative stems from its
mission to enrich people’s lives and support youth, as
part of the company’s social responsibility.

Ooredoo hosts ‘Tomorrow’s
Leaders’ in headquarters
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KABUL: Under a soldier’s watchful gaze, a
group of artists paint a blast wall outside
Kabul’s presidential palace with a huge pair
of eyes in bright, almost psychedelic col-
ors. Alongside the eyes, a slogan reads:
“Corruption cannot be hidden from God or
from the people”. The project is not some
guerilla graffiti campaign but comes with
the blessing of Afghan President Ashraf
Ghani - bringing color to the sometimes
drab Kabul streets while pushing an anti-
corruption message in a country where
graft is rife.

One of the artists, 35-year-old Maryam,
said the eyes were those of “all the Afghans
who have had enough of corruption”, gaz-
ing down on officials who might be tempt-
ed to take a backhander. As the Taleban’s
insurgency has raged on, the grey cement
blast walls have mushroomed in Kabul in
recent years, usually to insulate the rich
and powerful. That has prompted anger
from Kabir Mokamel, one of the other
artists who created the fresco. “They’re
supposed to protect us? No, I think they’re
supposed to protect the people who are
inside. And me, I am outside the wall,” he
said. The anti-corruption message, written
in the two main Afghan languages of Dari
and Pashto, resonates deeply in a country
where the culture of graft is entrenched at
every level of life and especially among
public officials.

‘Ugly Blast Walls’ 
Fourteen years after the fall of the

Taleban, Afghanistan remains stuck in the
depths of Transparency International’s
annual corruption perception rankings,
lying 172nd out of 175 countries. Feeding
the longstanding culture of graft is the lack
of proper checks on the hundreds of bil-
lions of dollars in foreign aid that have
poured in since 2001 to stabilise and
rebuild the country. The US Inspector
General for Afghan Reconstruction, John
Sopko, gave a blunt assessment of the dan-

gers posed in a speech at Georgetown
University last year. “I f  corruption is
allowed to continue unabated, it will likely
jeopardise every gain we’ve made so far in
Afghanistan,” he said.

Sopko’s remarks came as Hamid Karzai -
whose presidency was dogged by suspi-
cions of industrial-scale corruption - hand-
ed power over to Ghani after a bitterly dis-
puted election. Ghani, a former World Bank
economist, has made eradicating corrup-
tion one of his top priorities, but the chal-
lenge is enormous, said a government
employee working on Maryam and
Mokamel’s project who did not want to be
identified. “Petty corruption is visible in
every small office you visit,” the official told
AFP. “We are attracting the attention of
people, we are doing something through
arts. It’s a different method to fight corrup-
tion.”

And as Ehsan, a student from eastern
Afghanistan, pointed out, corruption feeds
into security problems. “If the police arrest
a kidnapper or a terrorist he can easily
bribe the court and escape justice,” he said.
“Then it’s another criminal who’s free and
can continue to plan attacks.” Mokamel has
already painted the large accusing eyes on
the wall of the National Directorate of
Security, Afghanistan’s main spy agency,
and plans to decorate the whole of the wall
around the presidential palace complex
and central bank, all with the presidency’s
blessing. “I have been trying to do this proj-
ect for the last three years,” he said. “But
now there are many young people inside
the new government and they understand
the value.”

In a militarized, concrete capital regular-
ly hit by bloody attacks, street art is a rare
sight. Aside from the political and artistic
aspects of the project, Kabir sees it having
an immediate benefit for all Kabulis. “These
blast walls - they’re really ugly. Our idea
was to put something on them so that they
would disappear,” he said. — AFP 

The walls have eyes: Kabul’s anti-corruption graffiti

KABUL: Afghan artists and volunteers paint the inscription ‘corruption is not hidden from God and people’s eyes’ on a barrier wall
at the presidential palace in Kabul. — AFP 
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TRIPOLI: The future of Libya’s internationally recognized
government was uncertain yesterday after Prime
Minister Abdullah Al-Thani said he would resign, as
fraught peace talks were set to enter a second day. It was
unclear whether Thani planned to follow through on his
resignation vow, made during an emotional live televi-
sion appearance where he faced a barrage of angry
questions from citizens. The move added to the political
chaos in Libya, as the country’s rival factions were to
meet for a second day of UN-sponsored peace talks in
Geneva.  Thani faced questions in the program Tuesday
from Libyans blaming his government for the lack of
basic services such as electricity and poor security in
areas it controls. “If my exit is the solution, then I
announce it here,” Thani said during the talk show. “My
resignation will be submitted to the parliament on
Sunday.” AFP was unable to reach officials in the interna-
tionally recognized government yesterday to comment
on Thani’s remarks.

The prime minister, who escaped an assassination
attempt in May when gunmen opened fire on his car
after a parliament meeting, was also hit with accusations
of corruption against his government in the television
interview. Libya, which plunged into chaos after the fall
and killing of its leader Muammar Gaddafi in a 2011 rev-
olution, has two rival governments and parliaments
vying for power, as well as several militia groups battling
for control of the country’s oil wealth.

Ambitious Talks Timetable 
The country is gripped by unrest with Benghazi, the

main city in the east, caught in a daily war between pro-
and anti-government forces. Thani’s government has
been working out of a small eastern city near the border
with Egypt since an Islamist militia alliance captured the
capital Tripoli last year. The international community
recognises the parliament that sits in the eastern port city
of Tobruk, which installed the controversial General
Khalifa Haftar as its army chief in March.

A partial peace deal aimed at restoring stability was
reached last month, but leaders of the Islamist-backed
General National Congress (GNC) parliament that sits in
Tripoli boycotted the pact, calling it “unsatisfactory”. The
rival factions started a new round of peace talks in
Geneva on Tuesday, with representatives of the Tripoli
parliament this time joining the talks. UN special envoy
Bernardino Leon urged the camps to reach a deal in the
hope that a unity government could enforce a ceasefire. 

He laid out an ambitious timetable, calling for a com-
prehensive deal to be concluded before the next UN
General Assembly meeting in September, although he
warned the process would be difficult. He told reporters
Tuesday that he was meeting with the two camps sepa-
rately and hoped to eventually get them in the same
room. “I think it would be very important that they all get
together,” Leon said. “I am not sure whether it will happen
today or tomorrow but I really would like to see them

getting together in the coming days.”

Warning on Extremists 
The GNC, however, will not sign any deal that safe-

guards a senior military post for Haftar, according to
Mohammed Ali Abdallah Addarrat, who sits in the Tripoli
parliament. “There will not be an agreement if General
Haftar is still expected to lead an army in Libya,” Addarrat
said. “Those who were involved in escalating the political
and military crisis in Libya cannot be the ones who lead
the solution.” The 72-year-old Haftar served as a general
under Gaddafi before relocating to the United States,
where he worked at times with the CIA, according to
reports in US media. He returned to Libya last year and
took charge of the army, vowing to crush the Islamist mili-
tias while urging the West to support his forces. Leon said
a separate dialogue was ongoing with military and militia
leaders but that progress on that track was slower. “There
has to be more convergence,” he said, stressing that with-
out the participation of those fighting on the ground, a
political deal was unlikely to hold up. Addarrat conceded
that militias linked to Al-Qaeda or the Islamic State group
would almost certainly reject any unity government, but
said that Libya’s best hope to combat extremism was
through a single, recognized central authority. “There are
always extremists and others who don’t want a political
solution,” he said. “The solution is a national unity govern-
ment that can confront them.” — AFP 

ANKARA: President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan yesterday vowed there would
be “no concessions” in Turkey’s relentless
offensive against Kurdish militants, as its
southeast was hit by new deadly vio-
lence. One Turkish soldier and two sus-
pected members of the outlawed
Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK) were
killed yesterday in clashes in the south-
east that erupted when the Kurdish
rebels attacked a military post in the
Diyarbakir region, the army said. “A state
subjected to an armed attack has the
right to defend (itself ) with arms,”
Erdogan had said before the latest
bloodshed, vowing there would be “no
concessions” in the fight against “terror”.

Turkey is currently pressing a two-
pronged “anti-terror” offensive against
Islamic State (IS) jihadists in Syria and
PKK militants following a wave of attacks
inside the country. But, so far, the air
strikes have overwhelmingly concentrat-
ed on the separatist Kurdish rebels, to
the frustration of Western commenta-
tors who want to see Turkey ramp up its
involvement in the fight against IS. “Let
me put it clearly, the operations will con-
tinue,” Erdogan told local municipal
chiefs at his presidential palace in
Ankara. “We will never stop in the face of
all these attacks. We will continue to
fight with determination,” he added.

The state-run Anatolia news agency
reported over the weekend that so far
390 “terrorists” had been killed in the
campaign against the PKK. But the
Kurdish rebels have hit back, leaving a
2013 truce in tatters and a peace
process to end its over 30-year insur-
gency for autonomy and greater rights
at a dead end. According to an AFP toll,
30 members of the security forces have
been killed in PKK-linked violence since
the current crisis began. Erdogan called
on the PKK, which is blacklisted as a ter-
rorist organization by Ankara and much
of the international community, to lay
down its arms and bury them “under con-
crete”. “We extended our hand but they

responded with arms,” Erdogan said, reaf-
firming his verdict that the peace process
was now “on ice”. 

New Anti-IS Raids? 
Ankara has also vowed to begin

strikes in the coming days against IS
jihadists in Syria alongside US forces
who have begun arriving at the strategic
Incirlik air base in southern Turkey.
Washington has long been pushing its
NATO ally to step up the fight against IS,
and Ankara’s involvement in the coali-
tion has been as a game-changer in the
fight against IS. Brett McGurk, deputy US
envoy for the anti-IS coalition, wrote on
Twitter that he was back in Ankara for
talks with Turkish officials “to advance
our joint cooperation” against IS mili-
tants. Turkish authorities yesterday
detained at least a dozen suspected IS
members in coordinated dawn raids
including the capital Ankara and
Istanbul, the official Anatolia news
agency reported. The authorities on
Tuesday announced the arrest of 23 for-
eign nationals - from China, Indonesia,
Russia and Ukraine - who were trying to
cross into Syria to join IS via the south-
eastern border town of Kilis. 

In Paris, a high-ranking Turkish official
told reporters that Ankara had this year
expelled more than 700 people who had
tried to cross into Syria to join IS. Iran
closed its main border crossing into
Turkey after an Iranian truck was
attacked after crossing over from the
Islamic Republic, state television said
Wednesday, without saying who was
behind the violence. Turkey still has no
new government following June 7 leg-
islative elections, where the ruling
Justice and Development Party (AKP),
founded by Erdogan, lost its overall
majority. Prime Minister Ahmet
Davutoglu and main opposition
Republican People’s Party (CHP) leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu are to meet today for
what is seen a make-or-break meeting
on forming a coalition. — AFP 

Erdogan vows no let-up in 
PKK fight as unrest flares

RAMALLAH: Documents leaked online detailing two
attempts by Palestinian officials to misuse public funds have
triggered outrage, highlighting the corruption and misman-
agement critics say remains rampant in the Palestinian gov-
ernment. The furor over the documents comes as the
Palestinian economy is stagnating and Palestinians grow
increasingly displeased with government services. Palestinian
Authority officials have defended their record on stamping
out corruption, saying they’ve recovered millions of dollars in
misspent funds. A senior Palestinian official, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity because he was not allowed to discuss
the leak, confirmed the documents’ authenticity to AP. The
origin of the leak was not known and the documents had
been circulated on Facebook. They have offered a rare
glimpse into the wheeling and dealing of the Palestinian gov-
ernment, long bogged down by rivalries.

One document, signed by Majdi Al-Khaldi, a diplomatic
adviser to Palestinian President Mahmoud Abbas who
accompanies him on his trips to world capitals, asked
Bahrain’s foreign minister for $4 million to fund a private
neighborhood complex for Palestinian officials in an upscale
area of Ramallah in the West Bank. He insisted the complex
was “meant to resist the Israeli settlements,” even though
there are no settlements where the complex was built.

Opposing Jewish settlements in the West Bank is a major
rallying cry for Palestinians, who demand the territory that
Israel captured in the 1967 Mideast war as part of their future
state, along with the Gaza Strip and east Jerusalem. It isn’t
clear if Bahrain ever paid the money. Al-Khaldi declined to

comment when reached by the AP. The other document by
Nazmi Muhanna, general director of the Palestinian Crossing
and Borders Authority, requested the government pay for his
daughter’s schooling as well as medical treatment for his fam-
ily in Jordan for a total of $15,000, a hefty sum for many
Palestinians. Muhanna defended his demand, saying it was
permitted by the Palestinian government. The government
later said it did not cover those expenses. Outrage over the
documents quickly spread on social media, where
Palestinians challenged everything from their leadership’s
finances to its political legitimacy in the face of repeatedly
delayed elections, last held in 2005. “If Muhanna’s daughter
costs the Palestinian Authority 6,500 Jordanian dinars (about
$9,175) in private school in Jordan, what about the poor stu-
dents in government schools? Who will pay attention to
them?” Mohammed Abu Allan, a Palestinian political blogger,
wrote on Facebook. 

Observers say corruption has decreased since the 2004
death of Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat. Abbas has promised
reforms, but he has been criticized for ignoring corruption
among his loyalists while targeting political rivals. Azmi Shoabi,
the head of Aman, a branch of the corruption watchdog
Transparency International, said “there are big black holes” in
the Palestinian financial and administrative system that “need to
be addressed and reformed.” Those include failing to publish
financial reports properly and on time while not overseeing
some 20 government-run funds headed by executives with
excessive salaries, he said. Various public departments have
become “private kingdoms” for some officials, Shoabi said.— AP 

Leaked documents raise ire over Palestinian corruption

Libya chaos deepens 
Prime Minister offers to resign 

ANKARA: Expectations of a snap election
in November are growing within Turkey’s
ruling AK Party, officials say, with its leader-
ship emboldened by recent opinion polls
and looking increasingly cool to the idea of
a coalition government. The Islamist-rooted
AKP absorbed a stinging election setback
in June when it lost single-party rule for the
first time since taking power in 2002, taking
just under 41 percent of the vote.  To form a
government, it now needs a junior coali-
tion partner.

However, the government may reckon it
can soon recover enough votes to govern
alone thanks in part, critics say, to the mili-
tary campaign it launched last month
against Kurdish insurgents in the southeast
and in northern Iraq as well as Islamic State
militants in northern Syria. The government
calls this a “synchronised war on terror”,
Critics say the security crackdown is aimed
mainly at Kurdish militants and geared to
winning back nationalist votes.

The AKP has been in talks with the main
opposition, the secularist CHP, but progress
has been slow. President Tayyip Erdogan,
who founded the AKP, is said to favour a
snap election, in the hope his party could
regain a clear majority. “Prime Minister
Ahmet Davutoglu, whom I mandated to
form the government, can take steps for an
early election or to form a coalition,”
Erdogan said in a speech yesterday.
“However, his opinions must match the
opinions of the other party. It is not as if he
will commit suicide if they do not match.” A
survey by pollster Andy-Ar yesterday
showed AKP support had risen some two
percentage points since the election two
months ago to 42.8 percent. It was unclear
if this would be enough to regain its exclu-
sive hold on government. However, two
other recent polls have suggested the AKP
would take enough votes to return to gov-
ernment alone. Davutoglu is set to meet
the CHP leader on Thursday for their
expected final round of coalition talks but

told reporters late on Tuesday an “historic
announcement” should not be expected
after the meeting.

Aug 23 Deadline
Erdogan also said on Tuesday the consti-

tution did not allow for any relaxation of
the Aug 23 deadline to form a government,
underlining that time was running out.
“Society has bought into an early election.
We cannot ignore this. But we have to wait
for what Prime Minister Davutoglu tells us
today,” one senior AKP official told Reuters
ahead of a meeting of party leaders yester-
day afternoon. AKP officials said the
prospect of a Nov. 22 election, one week
after a G20 summit in Turkey, is gaining cre-
dence within the party and was “one step
closer” than the preference of a coalition
with the CHP or nationalist MHP.

A senior CHP official also cooled coali-
tion expectations and said party leader
Kemal Kilicdaroglu was to hand out elec-
tion brochures at a meeting of its leader-
ship yesterday. “The AKP does not want to
form a government with us. We say ‘let’s
run the country together’, they say ‘no,
don’t interfere’,” he told Reuters. He said the
AKP had proposed to them a short-term
coalition, while the CHP had pressed for a
four-year reform government.

The Andy-Ar survey, results of which
were published in Haberturk newspaper,
showed support for the CHP rising to 27
percent, while support for the MHP and
pro-Kurdish HDP appeared to be receding.
The results of opinion polls commissioned
by the AKP between Aug 1-10 are also seen
as playing a role in guiding the decision on
whether to seek an early election, but
recent polls gave some party members
cause for concern. “I think an early election
is a gamble. We appear to be up 2-2.5 per-
centage points from before according to
surveys currently in our hands. But this
might not be enough for single-party rule,”
another senior party official said.— Reuters 

AK Party eyes early election 
as polls show rising support

GENEVA: Delegates of rival Libyan factions are seen in silhouette at the end of a peace talks at the UN Office in Geneva yesterday. — AFP 

SEOUL: An 80-year-old South Korean man
was unconscious and experiencing
breathing difficulties after setting himself
on fire during an anti-Japan protest in
Seoul yesterday, hospital officials said. The
rally,  held in front of the Japanese
Embassy and attended by hundreds of
people, was staged days before the 70th
anniversary of the Allied victory in World
War II that freed the Korean Peninsula
from Japanese colonial rule. Kim Sun-min,
who was among several  people who
rushed over to help put out the flames,
said he didn’t notice the man, identified
by police as Choi Yeon-yeol, before he set
himself ablaze on a flower bed near the
rally. Lumps of burned cotton and a small
glass bottle that reeked of gasoline were
found at the scene. The rally continued
after Choi was taken to the hospital.

Choi suffered third-degree burns on his
face, neck, upper body and arms and was
relying on a breathing machine after his
lungs deteriorated, said an official at
Seoul’s Hallym University Hangang Sacred
Heart Hospital, who didn’t want to be
named, citing office rules. Choi’s exact
motives were not immediately clear. A five-
page statement found in his bag, apparent-
ly written by himself, contained condemn-

ing remarks about Japan over its stance on
issues related to its colonial rule of Korea
and wartime conduct, according to Seoul
police official Seo Hyeon-su.

Since 1992, activists have organized
weekly protests in front of the Japanese
Embassy to demand justice for South
Korean women who were forced to work as
sex slaves for the Japanese military during
the war, and the gatherings have been
mostly peaceful. The turnout was particu-
larly high on Wednesday as the countries
approached the anniversary.

Many South Koreans harbor deep
resentment toward Japan over its colonial
occupation.  Hundreds of thousands of
Koreans were forced to fight as front-line
soldiers, work under slave-labor conditions
or serve as prostitutes in brothels operated
by the Japanese military during the war.
Such sentiment has strengthened in recent
years over what South Koreans feel are
attempts by Japan to downplay its wartime
conduct, as well as Tokyo’s territorial claims
to a set of small islets occupied by South
Korea. Protests sometimes turn violent.
Scuffles with police are common and
demonstrators have severed their own fin-
gers or hurled excrement at the embassy in
the past. —AP 

S Korean man, 80, sets self 
on fire at anti-Japan rally

SEOUL: A man sets himself on fire outside the Japanese
embassy in Seoul yesterday during a protest to
demand Tokyo’s apology for forcing women into mili-
tary brothels during World War II. — AFP 

GAZA: Palestinian supporters of The Popular Front for Liberation of Palestine, PFLP, demonstrate
outside the UNRWA Gaza Headquarters against cuts and the possibility of delaying the school year
due to severe deficit in the agency’s budget, in Gaza City. — AP 



Aussie PM stymies 
gay marriage push

SYDNEY: Australian Prime Minister Tony Abbott said yesterday his
government would remain opposed to gay marriage during the
current parliament, but suggested the issue could be put to a
popular vote after the next election. Despite growing public sup-
port for same-sex marriage, with a poll last year finding those in
favour of equal rights had reached a record high of 72 percent,
Australia has not yet legalised marriage equality. Abbott, a conser-
vative who once trained to be a Catholic priest, called a late night
press conference on Tuesday to reveal that a six-hour meeting of
his Liberal/National coalition had come out against allowing MPs
a free vote on gay marriage. “We will maintain our existing posi-
tion for the life of this parliament,” the prime minister told the
Australian Broadcasting Corporation. He said he was keeping faith
with the electorate. “But our disposition, going into the next elec-
tion, should we win the next election, will be to put it to the peo-
ple in the next term of parliament.” A free vote, in which politicians
voted according to their conscience, could have seen the reform
passed if government politicians in favour of gay marriage had
been allowed to side with opposition Labor and independent
MPs to secure a majority.

Abbott said that same-sex marriage was something that had
“only very recently come into our intellectual and cultural parame-
ters, given that it’s really only this generation that has ever
thought of this”. “And frankly, prior to that, it would never have
occurred to anyone in our culture and civilisation that marriage
was not between a man and a woman,” he said. “I can remember
my own university debates with gay friends and the idea that the
gay community would in those days have wanted to embrace a
bourgeois institution like marriage would have been unthinkable,
but things change.” Same-sex couples can have civil unions or reg-
ister their relationships in most states across Australia, but the
government does not consider them married under national law.
Australia is accused of lagging behind a growing number of coun-
tries on marriage reform, highlighted by a recent US Supreme
Court ruling to legalise same-sex marriage and Ireland voting for
the unions in a referendum. After the Irish vote in May, Abbott
said Australia would not follow its lead and hold a referendum
and added that any decision would be made by parliament.

The opposition said Abbott’s about-turn showed he was
changing his mind as he went along, while the Sydney Morning
Herald described the prime minister’s delaying tactics as “a des-
perate measure to hold back history”. “If the Australian people
want marriage equality they are going to have to divorce Tony
Abbott at the next election,” Labor frontbencher Jason Clare said.
Labor leader Bill Shorten has pledged to legalize gay marriage if
he wins the next election, due sometime next year, but said the
party had not given up on marriage equality in the current parlia-
ment and would still debate the issue.—AFP
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WASHINGTON: Hillary Rodham Clinton’s presidential campaign
casts her decision to turn over her personal email server to the
Justice Department as cooperating with investigators. Her
Republican critics suggest that the move and new revelations
about classified information points to her malfeasance as secre-
tary of state. Two emails that traversed Clinton’s personal system
were subsequently given one of the government’s highest classifi-
cation ratings, a Republican lawmaker said.

‘It’s about time’
Federal investigators have begun looking into the security of

Clintons’ email setup amid concerns from the inspector general
for the intelligence community that classified information may
have passed through the system. There is no evidence she used
encryption to prevent prying eyes from accessing the emails or
her personal server. “It’s about time,” House Speaker John Boehner
said in a statement after the front-runner for the Democratic nom-
ination announced that she was directing that the server be relin-
quished.  “Secretary Clinton’s previous statements that she pos-
sessed no classified information were patently untrue. Her mis-
handling of classified information must be fully investigated.”
Republican National Committee Chairman Reince Priebus said:
“All this means is that Hillary Clinton, in the face of FBI scrutiny, has
decided she has run out of options. She knows she did something
wrong and has run out of ways to cover it up.”

For months Clinton refused calls to give up the home-brew
email server she used in her suburban New York City home to
send and store email through a private account. She has defend-
ed her use of the server, saying she used it as a matter of conven-
ience to limit the number of electronic devices she had to carry.
She has said the server account never held classified information.
Officials are investigating whether classified information was
improperly sent, though it’s not clear if the device will yield any
information. Her attorney said in March that no emails from the
main personal address she used while secretary of state are on the
server or back-up systems associated with it.

60,000 emails
Clinton campaign spokesman Nick Merrill said Tuesday that

she has “pledged to cooperate with the government’s security
inquiry, and if there are more questions, we will continue to
address them”. In March, Clinton said she exchanged about 60,000
emails in her four years in the Obama administration, about half of
which were personal and were discarded. She turned over the
other half to the State Department last December. The depart-
ment is reviewing those emails and has begun the process of
releasing them to the public.

On Tuesday, Clinton attorney David Kendall gave to the Justice
Department three thumb drives containing copies of work-relat-
ed emails sent to and from her personal email addresses via her
private server. Kendall gave the thumb drives, containing copies
of roughly 30,000 emails, to the FBI after the agency determined
he could not remain in possession of the classified information
contained in some of the emails, according to a US official briefed
on the matter who was not authorized to speak publicly. The State
Department previously had said it was comfortable with Kendall
keeping the emails at his Washington law office.

Top Secret, Sensitive
Also Tuesday, Republican Sen Chuck Grassley of Iowa said two

emails that traversed Clinton’s personal system were deemed “Top
Secret, Sensitive Compartmented Information” - a rating that is
among the government’s highest classifications. Grassley said the
inspector general of the nation’s intelligence community had
reported the new details about the higher classification to
Congress on Tuesday. Those two emails were among four that had
previously been determined by the inspector general of the intel-
ligence community to have been classified at the time they were
sent. The State Department disputes that the emails were classi-
fied at that time. “Department employees circulated these emails
on unclassified systems in 2009 and 2011 and ultimately some
were forwarded to Secretary Clinton,” said State Department
spokesman John Kirby. “They were not marked as classified.” The
inspector general for the intelligence community had told
Congress that potentially hundreds of classified emails are among
the cache that Clinton provided to the State Department.

Earlier this week, Clinton said in a sworn statement submitted
to a federal judge that she has turned over to the State
Department all emails from the server “that were or potentially
were federal records.” The statement, which carries her signature
and was signed under penalty of perjury, echoed months of
Clinton’s past public statements about the matter. — AP 

Clinton giving up server amid 
concerns about classified data

‘Top secret, sensitive compartmented information’

MANCHESTER: Democratic presidential candidate Hillary Clinton greets supporters fol-
lowing a grassroots organizing event at McIntyre Ski Area in Manchester, New
Hampshire. — AFP 

DUBAI: US real-estate magnate Donald Trump is seen playing golf on a billboard at the
Trump International Golf Club Dubai in the United Arab Emirates yesterday. The empire
of White House hopeful Donald Trump outside the United States extends to 12 countries
including Turkey, South Korea, India, Brazil, and the United Arab Emirates. — AFP 

LOS ANGELES: On Aug 11, 1965,
Marquette Frye, an African-American man,
was stopped for drunk driving by a white
officer in Los Angeles, touching off six
days of riots that left 34 dead and
changed America. Fifty years later, many
things have changed but the friction
between police and the public remains.
Demonstrations in Ferguson this week to
mark one year since the death of 18-year-
old Michael Brown are a reminder that
many still accuse police of unfairly target-
ing blacks and using excessive force. 

Brown was the first in a string of deaths
of African Americans in the hands of
police, which sparked waves of sometimes
violent protests, reminiscent of those that
followed 21-year-old Frye’s arrest in Watts.
For Masai Minters, Frye’s arrest was a call to
action. “I was watching television. I heard
the police brutalized Marquette Frye,” said
the psychologist and counselor at the
University of California Los Angeles.
“When it began to swell, I got in a car with
my friends and got there,” added Minters,
who was 15 at the time.

Rumors swirled that the Los Angeles
Police had killed someone and hundreds
of people swarmed into the streets. Earl
Ofari Hutchinson was six at the time and
remembers being two blocks away from
the riots on that first day. “LAPD was com-
ing down in their battle gear. They were
screaming ‘get out of the streets.’ People
were shouting back. I remember the
liquor store, it went in flames. It was like a
scene from ‘Dante’s Inferno,’” said
Hutchinson, an author and political com-
mentator. “It was just chaos. It was trans-
forming.” After years of frustration over dis-
crimination and police brutality in pre-
dominantly black Los Angeles neighbor-
hoods like Watts, residents were setting
their anger loose. More than 1,000 people
were injured in the riots, which caused
more than $40 million worth of damage.
Hutchinson described scenes of war
between what he said was a mostly white
police force and black residents. “It was
them against us. They were wearing battle
gear, they had tanks, they had state power,
but I will never forget the look of fear in
their eyes,” Hutchinson said. 

Pushback 
Minters remembers the rage and fear,

the thrilling chaos of six days pulsing with

the rally cry “burn baby burn”. But the
main thing he remembers is the feeling of
freedom, the pride in daring to confront
the police after years of being harassed
and hassled by them. “It was the first time
in my life I had seen this type of pushback.
I was proud. It changed my life, and I’m still
pushing back,” he says. Hutchinson said
you could feel change happening during
the Watts riots. The desegregation of the
South was still fresh in people’s memories
and the Voting Rights Act, which lifted
barriers preventing many African
Americans from voting, had just been
signed days earlier. But the Black Power
movement, the Black Panthers, Tommie
Smith and John Carlos raising their fists on
the Olympic podium - those were all still
to come. “It’s a spark that aroused a politi-
cal consciousness,” says Scott Brown, a his-
tory professor at UCLA. 

Could Happen Tomorrow 
But many underlying causes for the

unrest have largely remained unad-
dressed. Violence is still common in Los
Angeles and elsewhere, stoked by gangs,
unemployment, a failing education sys-
tem, lacking social services, and a some-
times incompetent justice system. In some
ways those underlying problems are far
more troubling than the violence itself. For
Watts resident Shanice Joseph, 23, the
main problem in the community is not
violence. “It’s the lack of jobs and the poor
public services that residents worry about,”
she said. “The deeper structural economic
inequality, the police violence - these are
hallmarks of the urban experience and we
see these replicating. But Watts was piv-
otal,” Brown said.

In 1992, those hallmarks reignited Los
Angeles tempers after the police officers
who had beat up a young black man,
Rodney King, were acquitted. Fifty-five
people died in those riots. Now, the police
force is more ethnically diverse, there is
more interaction with residents, and there
are greater safeguards against corruption,
Hutchinson said. But the frustrations that
gave rise to past riots continue to simmer
over. “There’s always something boiling.
There’s always a kind of structural violence
that happens daily in dealing with eco-
nomic inequality and police violence and
poverty that you cannot measure,” said
Brown. — AFP 

LEHIGH COUNTY: It’s easy to find female
fans of Donald Trump in this cluster of
former factory towns in the hills west of
New York City even after his comments
about Fox News anchor Megyn Kelly that
have been widely interpreted as referring
to her menstrual cycle. The loud-
mouthed real estate mogul, who holds a
wide lead over rivals in the Republican
race for the White House, has been
unapologetic, despite pundits saying his
clash with Kelly could hurt him with
women voters and halt his meteoric rise
in the polls.

A new Reuters/Ipsos poll suggests
Trump - who has dominated coverage of
the 2016 election with a series of flame-
throwing comments about il legal
Mexican immigrants, the war record of
Senator John McCain and Kelly - may in
fact stil l  be leading among women
Republican supporters. There’s evidence
of that support in Lehigh County,
Pennsylvania, even though the county
leans Democrat. A third of women ran-
domly interviewed by Reuters on the
street self-identified as Trump supporters
and said they still supported him.

Kelly Ray, 34, a former teacher and
conservative Christian who left work to
home-school her two children, said
Trump was an attractive candidate
because he was an outsider who had not
held elected office. “I like how disgusted
he is in how things are right now,” she
said outside a Kohls department store in
Trexlertown on Monday. “I’m not fed up
with Donald Trump. I’m fed up with (U.S.
President) Barack Obama.”

She said she was not put off by
Trump’s per formance in last week’s
Republican presidential debate. Trump
bristled when Kelly, one of the modera-
tors, said he had called women “fat pigs,
dogs, slobs and disgusting animals” in
the past. Trump accused her of political
correctness and of not treating him with
respect. In a CNN interview on Friday he
said of Kelly: “You could see there was
blood coming out of her eyes, blood
coming out of her - wherever.” That com-
ment was seen as implying she had been
menstruating during the debate,
although Trump has repeatedly denied
this and said he had been referring to her
nose.

‘A Little Rough Around the Edges’
“Shame on the public for presuming

something, for putting words in his
mouth,” said Evonne Groody, 28, a nurse
in Allentown, Pennsylvania. Groody said
Trump was her first choice for president
even though she’s a registered
Democrat. “Women are not offended by
that at all,” said Lori Pesta, creator of
Facebook group Women for Donald
Trump, referring to Trump’s comment
about Kelly. The page, which has more

than 600 “likes”, was launched just days
before the latest controversy erupted. “It
doesn’t matter what Donald Trump says.
The news media is going to twist it. I
heard the original comment and it
shouldn’t have been taken that way,” she
said.

Trump’s outspokenness is his most
important quality, according to the
women who like him. Women inter-
viewed in Lehigh County and respon-
dents in a Reuters/Ipsos poll praised his
apparent honesty. “He’s a little rough
around the edges because he goes
against the grain,” said Angie Brodie, 38,
another nurse in Allentown.

To be sure, many of the women inter-
viewed were vehemently opposed to
Trump’s behavior. And the Reuters/Ipsos
poll, conducted between Aug 7 and
Aug. 11, appeared to show female sup-
port for Trump waning slightly, falling to
20 percent from 26 percent on Aug 3.
The poll had a credibility interval of 7.1
percentage points. Trump’s comment
about Kelly cost him at least one sup-
porter: Renee Daily, 56, a grandmother
in Trexlertown who said his candidacy
had inspired her to register to vote for
the first time in her life. On Monday she
said she had given up on him. “He just
started to talk too much,” she said. To
win the presidency, Trump needs strong
backing from women, who make up 53
percent of the US electorate. At the
moment, he has a wider leader among
men than women.

Big Mouth
Paradoxically, media attention to

Trump’s comments about Kelly may be
helping him shore up support. Of the 17
Republican presidential hopefuls, Trump
is arguably the most spontaneous speak-
er. “What I say is what I say,” he told Kelly
in response to her question on women
during the debate. Spontaneity is an
advantage, said Davida Charney, a rheto-
ric and writing professor at the University
of Texas at Austin. “Something that is
unplanned and critical is somehow truer,
more honest,” she said.

That’s how Groody saw it. She said
Trump seemed so straightforward that if
he had wanted to say Kelly was irrational
because she was menstruating, he
would have just said it plainly. But some
fans worry his unfiltered style could
cross a line. Susan Wetzel, 55, a former
shipping company worker living in a
Dallas suburb, said she cared more
about the problems Trump was address-
ing, like immigration than about his
comments on Kelly, which she found
offensive. She wants Trump to talk more
about policy issues. “If he doesn’t, he’s
not going to get my vote,” she said. “We
need a grown-up in office, we don’t
need a little kid.” — Reuters 

50 years after LA’s Watts 
riots, tensions still simmer

Trump’s female fans shrug off
‘blood’ comment about TV host 
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CALAIS, France: The floor is sandy like the
nearby dunes, the canvas roof is held up by
tree branches covered in flowered cloth and
the students seated at small desks are listen-
ing with soldierly attention. “‘Light’ is ‘lumiere,’”
said the teacher, giving a French lesson in
English to migrants from far corners of the
globe, who have converged on a vast camp in
the English Channel port city of Calais. “A
lamp gives you light.” The single-room school-
house on one edge of the camp known as the
“jungle” might seem like a mirage - but the
four to six classes held there every day are
packed with students.

The Chemin des Dunes School opened its
small door - found in a dustbin - on July 11,
the brainchild of Zimako Jones, a Nigerian liv-
ing in the camp, where an estimated 3,000
migrants have staked out dwellings of sticks
and tarp. They are among waves of migrants

fleeing violence and poverty and arriving on
Europe’s shores, crossing internal European
borders and straining asylum systems.

“It helps build bridges between the dif-
ferent nationalities,” Virginie Tiberghien, one
of about 20 volunteer teachers, said of the
school. “It really helps maintain a sense of
humanity even if their daily lives are very dif-
ficult.” Most of the migrants in Calais hope to
sneak away through the Channel Tunnel into
Britain, believed to offer better prospects for
prosperity. With help from the school, which
offers a haven from the cruelty of daily life,
some are trying to learn enough French to
end their travels and apply for asylum in
France instead. The school offers French,
English, painting and Tai Chi - or whatever
else the teachers, who come from all walks
of life, might propose. But the graffiti on the
outside canvas wall of the schoolhouse, per-

haps best reflects what is at stake: “Never
give up hope,” says one. “Hey everybody. We
are in school,” says another. The word “ciel,”
French for “sky,” and a picture of a bird deco-
rate one wall.

Zimako, as he asks to be known, con-
ceived the school and built it with the help of
five Sudanese, mostly out of an urge to
improve the lives of people in the camp. “I
thought of doing this to help the people of
the jungle, to unite them,” he said. “It’s a
school without religion, without color. We are
all together, people.” But Zimako also wanted
to help himself. He arrived in southern France
as a migrant in 2013 and moved in April to
Calais, where he has launched an asylum bid.
Fluent in French and English, he was inundat-
ed with requests from needy migrants. “So
many people were coming to me” for transla-
tion help, he said. “I was tired.” — AP 

Migrants flock to tiny school built by one of their own

NEW DELHI: India’s order of 36 French-made Rafale fight-
er jets has run into trouble with government officials
struggling to agree sales terms, sources said, four months
after Prime Minister Narendra Modi intervened to break a
logjam in previous commercial negotiations. Two senior
Indian defence officials said that both sides were wran-
gling over the unit price of the aircraft and a condition
that planemaker Dassault Aviation invest a big percent-
age of the value of the multi-billion dollar contract in
India. The problems threaten to further delay the mod-
ernization of India’s ageing air force.

Military officials have warned of a major capability
gap opening up with rivals China and Pakistan without
new Western warplanes or if local defense contractors
cannot build what the military needs in a timely manner.
Modi and French President Francois Hollande announced
the government-to-government deal for the sale of the
off-the-shelf Rafale fighters on April 10. That followed
three years of commercial negotiations with Dassault for
126 aircraft that stalled due to disagreements over
assembling most of the aircraft in India. Citing India’s
urgent defense needs, Modi chose to deal directly with
Paris for a smaller order, saying officials would work out
the details. On May 16, Indian Defense Minister Manohar
Parrikar told local media that negotiations over pricing
would be finished in a “month or two”. But those talks
were bogged down over India’s insistence on a lower
price for the frontline warplanes than the roughly $200

million each that was discussed with Dassault during the
commercial talks, said the two defence officials, who
have been briefed on the new negotiations.

Under the previous proposal, Dassault was to assem-
ble 108 of the aircraft in India, a move New Delhi hoped
would help boost a high-tech local aerospace industry.
There is no production in India in the new arrangement.
“Since there is no technology transfer, the price that was
on the table during the commercial talks cannot stand,”
said one of the officials, who declined to be identified
because he was not authorised to speak to the media.
The Indian Defence Ministry said negotiators were in talks
to produce a draft agreement, but declined to give
details. Parrikar said last week that New Delhi had told
Paris in April it wanted the jets as soon as possible. A
Dassault spokesman declined to comment, as did the
French defence procurement agency.

Debate Over Offsets
The two Indian officials said another sticking point

was New Delhi’s standard requirement that arms makers
invest a percentage of the value of any deal above $50
million in India. Such so-called offset policies are not
unusual in the developing world, where Western defense
firms have invested in local technology and jobs in return
for sales. In this instance, India wants Dassault to invest at
least 30 percent of the contract value in India through
activities such as the sourcing of components for future

French operations, the setting up of manufacturing facili-
ties in India or by providing high-tech job training, the
officials said. 

France has said it was ready to meet the offset obliga-
tions, but that it would take time to set up a vendor base
in India for components for example and that this could
push up the deal’s cost, the first defense official said.
“Unless this is waived at the highest levels, the Defense
Ministry is proceeding on the basis that offset require-
ments have to be met,” the official said. During the com-
mercial negotiations, India had set the offset bar at 50
percent of the contract, the official added. “This issue has
become bigger than the procurement,” said Amit
Cowshish, a former financial advisor on arms purchases
to the Indian Defense Ministry, who has been tracking
the negotiations.

Different Priorities
Complicating matters, the Indian Air Force (IAF) had

asked for technical modifications so the latest weapons
could be fitted to the jets, the second defense official
said. Initial technical specifications, which were part of
the commercial negotiations, were outlined a decade
ago when India began the process of seeking new fight-
ers. A French source familiar with the matter said differ-
ing priorities within India were delaying matters, with
the air force focused on weaponry and the Defense
Ministry on offsets. — Reuters 

Latest Indian, French jet 
deal runs into problems 

Military officials warn of a major capability gap

SEOUL: Both nations brutalized continents.
Both slaughtered and abused tens of millions of
people. But while Germany is held up as a
paragon of post-World War II reconciliation,
Japan is mired in animosity with its neighbors
seven decades later. In many ways, the stunning
economic and political resurrections of both
countries since the war ended 70 years ago
Sunday have been a windfall for their respective
regions. Both have largely been generous in aid,
both, for the most part, sterling examples of lib-
eral democracies.

But talk to Europeans and Northeast Asians
about Germany and Japan and you’ll often find
stark differences in perception. Some of this is
linked to the Soviet threat during the Cold War,
which forced Europe to work closely with pow-
erful West Germany. No such unifying force
emerged in ultracompetitive Northeast Asia. A
kneeling former German chancellor is a
European icon of reconciliation, but China and
the two Koreas see Japan as having continually
gotten a free pass.

Protected by US forces interested in estab-
lishing a regional military bulkhead, Japan’s
Emperor Hirohito, the public face of the troops
who ravaged Asia, was never held accountable.
Nor were many suspected war criminals, includ-
ing the grandfather of current Japanese Prime
Minister Shinzo Abe. There’s also criticism that
frequent whitewashing of history by senior
Japanese leaders, including Abe, nullifies Tokyo’s
repeated attempts to display remorse.

The perceived injustice of history still rankles,
and leaders in Seoul and Beijing use the result-
ing nationalism to cement domestic support
and pursue territorial goals. Here’s a country-by-
country look at the very different ways Japan
and Germany are viewed in parts of Asia and
Europe today:

South Korea
Perhaps the crystallization of abysmal Japan-

South Korea ties can be found in the wide-
spread veneration of Ahn Jung-geun, who shot
down Japan’s former top official in Korea, Ito
Hirobumi, in 1909, the year before occupying
Tokyo formally annexed the Korean Peninsula. A
young, mustachioed Ahn, cradling a hand dis-
figured when he sliced off part of a finger as an
expression of patriotism, can be seen on ban-
ners and posters throughout Seoul. A musical
about Ahn’s life, called “Hero”, has been staged
every year since 2009. A sleek museum tells
Ahn’s life story, culminating with a lifelike diora-
ma that shows Ahn aiming his pistol at a mortal-
ly wounded Ito.

Throughout South Korea, there is what
Robert Kelly, a professor at Pusan National
University, calls an “extraordinary, and negative,
fixation with Japan”. People in both countries
admire the other’s culture and recognize shared
security concerns, especially about North
Korea’s nuclear ambitions. But the Japanese col-
onization - which was followed by division in
1945 by the Soviets and the Americans and the
1950-53 Korean War that technically continues
today - still rankles because “Japan was essen-
tially trying to eliminate Korean-ness,” said John
Delury, a professor at Seoul’s Yonsei University.

“Japan will never be another Germany,” said
Doowon Heo, a 36-year-old teacher from
Siheung, South Korea, referring to the postwar
German reconciliation efforts. “The number of
people who have personally experienced the
colonial era will continue to decline, but Japan
continues to refresh our memory about what it
was like then.”

Poland
Poland, where the European war started

when Germany invaded on Sept 1, 1939, is the
site of one of the most powerful and unexpect-
ed gestures of German remorse. A monument in
the former Warsaw Ghetto marks the day Willy
Brandt, the former German chancellor, fell to his
knees there in 1970. Brandt received the Nobel
Peace Prize the next year, with officials citing his
kneeling at the Jewish site in Warsaw as an

example of his work “to bury hatred and seek
reconciliation across the mass graves of the war.”

Such efforts by Germany have been a consis-
tent feature of its policies toward Poland, which
suffered 6 million deaths during the war, half of
them Jewish. Since the fall of communism in
Europe, Germany has strongly backed Poland’s
efforts to join both the European Union and
NATO, steps that have helped bring unprece-
dented prosperity. German Chancellor Angela
Merkel’s backing was seen as critical in the elec-
tion last year of former Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk to head the European Council in
Brussels, the first time a Pole has won a top lead-
ership position within the European Union.

Trade flows across the neighbors’ borders,
students take part in exchange programs, and
most young Poles and Germans have largely
overcome past grievances. Some older Poles,
however, have mixed feelings. “Once, in a restau-
rant in Bonn, the owner, who was in his late 30s,
came up to a group of me and other Poles and
said, ‘I am so sorry we did such horrible things,
please forgive us,’” said Pawel Kuczynski, a 60-
year-old documentary filmmaker. “But I only
experienced this once. Mostly in my dealings
with Germans, I get the feeling that they still
look down upon us.”

China
On a recent overcast day, a smattering of

Chinese tourists walked across the Marco Polo
bridge in southwestern Beijing, which some see
as the site of the first true battle of World War II.
Japan’s Imperial Army occupied Manchuria in
the early 1930s, but on July 7, 1937, after a
Japanese soldier went missing in the area, thou-
sands of troops on both sides marched in the
region.  Fighting and atrocities soon followed,
including the rape of Nanjing by the Japanese.

China keeps the memory of Japanese subju-
gation and brutality raw through its education
system and popular culture. Television shows
regularly depict virtuous Chinese soldiers out-
smarting villainous Japanese. Anti-Japanese
sentiment is also easily channeled into support
for China’s assertive claims to uninhabited
islands in the East China Sea controlled by Japan
but claimed by China. “There is always going to
be a certain amount of loathing for the
Japanese,” said Cao Yongzheng, a 62-year-old
office manager from Jiangsu province in eastern
China. “We’ll buy their products, but we don’t
like them. It’s important that young people
come to these places to remember.”

The Netherlands
Despite their grim shared wartime history,

Germany and the Netherlands are now strong
allies in NATO and the European Union, and are
tied closely together economically. But memo-
ries of the just over 100,000 Jewish men, women
and children rounded up by the Nazis in the
Netherlands and sent to their deaths are kept
alive in a small annex hidden by a bookcase in a
canal-side house in Amsterdam. This is where
Anne Frank lived for more than two years start-
ing in 1942, writing her now famous diary about
life in hiding from the Nazis who occupied the
Netherlands for much of the war. For years, the
home where Anne hid stood empty, run down
and in danger of demolition. Eventually, a foun-
dation took over and transformed it into a
museum honoring Anne, who died in a concen-
tration camp. The museum is now visited by
more than 1 million people each year.

Indonesia
Japan occupied much of Southeast Asia dur-

ing World War II, but its legacy is much different in
China and the Koreas. Its 3 1/2-year occupation of
Indonesia, at the time a Dutch colony, added
momentum to a burgeoning independence
movement. One of the few reminders of Japan’s
wartime presence in Indonesia is the former resi-
dence in Jakarta of Rear Adm Maeda Tadashi,
who helped draft Indonesia’s first independence
proclamation. The building is now a museum
dedicated to the history of independence. —AP 

SEOUL: A man (centre right) shelters a woman from the sun using a fan as they
cross a road yesterday. —AFP

KOS, Greece: A migrant woman faints during a registration procedure at the stadium on the Greek island of Kos. —AFP 

7 decades after WWII, many 
praise Germany, scorn Japan

KOS, Greece: Dozens of people from
the Middle East reached the Greek
island of Kos from nearby Turkey yester-
day, joining thousands already camped
in wretched conditions on what is nor-
mally a tourist playground known for its
sun and beaches. Overwhelmed and
unprepared for the unprecedented
influx, authorities on the eastern
Aegean Sea island have been heavily
criticized for their treatment of the
migrants - mostly refugees from Syria.
At least two rubber boats made landfall
just before dawn in the Psalidi coastal
area and dozens of men, women and
children set off on the four-kilometer
trudge to the island capital of Kos. 

Their first question was where they
had landed - which provoked strong
laughter as Kos has an obscene meaning
in Arabic. “I feel good to be here, but I still
miss my family” in Syria, said Omar
Mohammad, a 25-year-old English litera-
ture graduate from Aleppo. He said the
three-hour crossing from Turkey was his
third attempt to reach Greece in four
days. On two occasions, Turkish officials
had prevented him from leaving.

Greece overwhelmed
Shortly later, an Italian patrol boat

participating in a European border watch
mission brought in about 50 people res-
cued at sea - tying up beside dozens of

long inflatable dinghies seized by the
coast guard. Struggling with its worst
postwar financial crisis, Greece has been
overwhelmed by the wave of refugees
and economic migrants, more than
125,000 of whom have reached the east-
ern Aegean islands this year - a 750 per-
cent increase over 2014. The country is
Europe’s main entry point for people
arriving by sea, as the alternative route
from north Africa to Italy has become
increasingly dangerous due to fighting in
Libya. From Greece, the migrants move
north through the Balkans, hoping to
gain asylum, preferably in Germany, the
Netherlands or Scandinavia. “Aleppo is
the worst city in the world,” said Dirar,
another English graduate who made the
crossing with Mohammad’s group.
“There’s no electricity, no water, no
Internet. My home was destroyed by a
rocket blast,” he said, showing a picture
on his mobile phone of himself in the
wreckage. “I was so happy to be alive
that I took a selfie,” he said. “From Greece,
I will travel through Macedonia, Serbia
and Hungary to Germany.”

Evicting refugees
But first, those reaching the islands

have to be registered by Greek authori-
ties to get necessary travel documents.
Huge backlogs caused by the sheer
number of arrivals and lack of official

preparedness have trapped thousands
on Kos, waiting for the papers that will
secure them a berth on an Athens-
bound ferry. For the past two days, Kos
authorities have been evicting refugees
sleeping rough in parks and streets, lock-
ing them in an old football stadium that
is the island’s main registration center.
Many women and young children are
among those interned in a sunbaked
waste without shade or hygiene facilities.

“The situation here is very bad and
police here they beat a boy, they beat a
man, they beat children, it’s too bad,”
Syrian refugee Laith Saleh, who is in the

stadium, told AP by phone Wednesday.
“We can’t go out.” Doctors Without
Borders, the medical charity also known
as Medecins sans Frontieres, criticized
Greek authorities after police in the stadi-
um used fire extinguishers and batons
Tuesday to break up a crowd jostling for
papers. “MSF is very worried about how
the situation is evolving in Kos,” MSF
director of operations Brice de le Vingne
said late Tuesday. “What was previously a
situation of state inaction is now one of
state abuse, with police using increasing
heavy-handed force against these vul-
nerable people.” — AP 

Refugees streaming into Greek 
isle meet wretched conditions

KOS, Greece: Migrants wait behind a fence outside a stadium in
order to be registered by the police on the Greek island of Kos yes-
terday. —AFP

FRANCE: Speech therapist Virginie Tiberghien gives a French class to migrants
in a makeshift school built in the ‘New Jungle’ migrant camp in Calais. —AFP
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North Korea executes vice 
premier for ‘discontent’ 

SEOUL: North Korea’s vice premier was executed by fir-
ing squad this year after showing discontent with the
policies of the country’s leader Kim Jong Un, a South
Korean media report said yesterday. Yonhap News
Agency cited an unnamed source as saying that the 63-
year-old Choe Yong Gon, a former delegate for North-
South cooperation, was executed, marking another
death of a senior official in a series of high-level purges
since Kim Jong Un took charge in late 2011. The Yonhap
report said Choe had expressed disagreement with Kim’s
forestry policies in May and had shown poor work per-
formance. It provided no further details. South Korea’s
Unification Ministry, which handles the country’s ties
with North Korea, said in a text message received by
Reuters that Choe had not been spotted in public for
about eight months, and that it was closely monitoring
the situation. South Korea’s National Intelligence Service
declined to comment on the report to Reuters. 

Saudi executes Syrian 
for drug trafficking

RIYADH: Saudi authorities yesterday beheaded a
Syrian for drug trafficking in the kingdom’s north-
western region of Jawf,  the interior ministry
announced. Omar Al-Nasser was arrested while
smuggling a “large amount of amphetamines,” the
Interior Ministry said in a statement on the official
SPA news agency.  His beheading brings to 116 the
number of executions this year in the kingdom,
compared with 87 for the whole of 2014, according
to AFP tallies.  Amnesty International says Saudi
Arabia is one of the world’s most prolific execution-
ers, along with China, Iran, Iraq and the United
States.  Under the conservative kingdom’s strict
Islamic sharia legal code, drug trafficking, rape, mur-
der, armed robbery and apostasy are all punishable
by death. The Interior Ministry has cited deterrence
as a reason for carrying out the punishments. Rights
experts have raised concerns about the fairness of
trials in the kingdom. 

Pakistan foils Independence 
Day bomb plot; gang nabbed

ISLAMABAD: Pakistani security forces said yesterday
they had foiled a plot to bomb Independence Day cele-
brations in Karachi after arresting a Taleban gang in the
city. Militants had been planning to detonate a van
loaded with explosives in the country’s largest city dur-
ing tomorrow’s celebrations marking independence
from Britain in 1947, a statement from the military said.
“In an intelligence-based operation security forces
have... foiled a terrorist bid planned to sabotage 14
August celebrations in Karachi,” the statement said. The
military released photos showing four men detained in
the operation along with the van, a motorbike and
bomb-making equipment. Police and government
paramilitary forces have been mounting an operation
against militants and criminals in Karachi since Sept
2013. The city of 20 million people, Pakistan’s economic
capital, has been racked in recent years by criminal,
ethnic, political and religious violence. In June last year
the military launched a major operation against
Taleban strongholds in Pakistan’s tribal northwest
aimed at ending the bloody insurgency that has
plagued the country for more than a decade. 

KABUL: The Taleban has condemned a “horrific”
video that appears to show fighters from the Islamic
State group blowing up bound and blindfolded
Afghan prisoners with explosives, spotlighting the
growing rivalry between the militant networks. IS
insurgents have been making gradual inroads into
Afghanistan, challenging the Taleban on their home
turf at a time when an increasingly bitter power
transition is roiling the Afghan militant movement.
The Taleban has themselves often been accused of
savagery during their 14-year insurgency against the
US-backed Afghan government but they were blunt
in their condemnation of the new IS video.

“A horrific video... (shows) kidnappers who associ-
ate themselves with Daesh (IS) brutally martyring
several white-bearded tribal elders and villagers
with explosives,” the Taleban said in a statement

Tuesday. The video, more than four minutes long,
appeared on jihadi social media forums on Sunday
and contained commentary in Arabic and Pashto.
Apparently shot in Afghanistan’s restive east against
the backdrop of hilly grasslands enveloped with fog,
it describes the prisoners as “apostates” aligned with
the Taleban or the Afghan government.

But the Taleban described them as “innocent
civilians”. “This un-Islamic act... can never be justi-
fied,” their statement said. “This offence and other
such brutal actions by a few irresponsible ignorant
individuals under the guise of Islam and Muslims are
intolerable.” The Taleban are blamed for the vast
majority of civilian casualties in Afghanistan as the
country battles a growing wave of insurgent attacks
following the announcement of the death of long-
time Taleban leader Mullah Omar. Even before news

of his death the group suffered a string of defections
to IS, with some insurgents voicing disaffection with
the man described as a “ghost leader” - he had not
been seen in public since the Taleban were toppled
from power in 2001.

‘Taleban’s Number One Enemy’ 
The announcement of Omar’s death, observers

say, could be a very effective recruitment tool for IS,
potentially helping it lure more Taleban turncoats in
a region where it is still struggling to gain ground.
The Taleban warned IS recently against expanding in
the region, but this has not stopped some fighters
swearing allegiance to IS chief Abu Bakr al-Baghdadi.
“Right now the Taleban’s number one enemy is IS,”
Kabul-based military analyst Atiqullah Amarkhil told
AFP. “With (Tuesday’s) condemnation the Taleban

want to project themselves as a legitimate group
waging an Islamic war-and IS are a foreign phenome-
non trying to weaken Islam. But the Taleban’s crimes
are not hidden from the Afghan people.”

Experts say the gravitational pull  of IS,
renowned among jihadists for establishing an
Islamic “caliphate” across a swathe of Syria and Iraq,
is only likely to grow amid a bitter power struggle
within the Taleban. Some top leaders including
Omar’s son and brother have refused to pledge
allegiance to new leader Mullah Akhtar Mansour,
saying the process to select him was rushed and
even biased. Tayeb Agha, the head of the Taleban’s
Qatar political office set up in 2013 to ease talks
with Kabul,  resigned last week in protest at
Mansour’s appointment and two more members of
the office followed suit. — AFP 

Taleban slams ‘horrific’ Islamic State execution
‘This un-Islamic act... can never be justified’

UK counterterror police arrest 
3 teenage girls, family members

LONDON: British police say they have arrested five mem-
bers of the same family, including three teenage girls, as
part of a counterterrorism investigation. Scotland Yard
said the suspects were held on suspicion of “possessing
information likely to be useful to a person committing or
preparing an act of terrorism.” The five - a 51-year-old
man, a 53-year-old woman, and girls aged 16, 17 and 19 -
were arrested at an east London address yesterday. All
five were in police custody at a London police station.
Police said the 16-year-old girl was first arrested last
month on suspicion of preparation of terrorism.

Abu Sayyaf hostage found 
beheaded in the Philippines

MANILA: A Filipino village chief held hostage by Islamic
militants has been found beheaded on a highway on the
remote southern island of Jolo, police officials said yes-
terday. Rodolfo Boligao was captured in May by the Abu
Sayyaf, an Al-Qaeda-linked group in the Southern
Philippines that has gained international notoriety for
bombings and kidnapping sprees. Boligao’s handcuffed
remains were found on Tuesday evening, with his sev-
ered head placed by his side, said Chief Inspector Walter
Anayo, police chief of Maimbung town where the body
was recovered. A piece of paper with the victim’s name
written on it was placed on top of the body, Anayo said.
“It appears he was beheaded right there on the road,” the
island province’s police chief, Senior Superintendent
Mario Buyuccan said. “The body was intentionally left in
the middle of the road so that people could find it,” he
said. Abu Sayyaf bandits seized Boligao along with two
members of the coast guard from the port city of
Dapitan, some 250 kilometers from Jolo in May and
demanded an unspecified ransom amount. The govern-
ment rejected the ransom demand and the fate of the
coast guard members is unknown.

NEW DELHI: India’s opposition Congress party’s youth wing activists shout slogans demanding the resignation of three key ruling party leaders accused of abusing their
authority and financial irregularities during a protest near the Indian Parliament in New Delhi. Opposition lawmakers have blocked Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s efforts to
simplify India’s taxation laws, a key part of his plans to boost Asia’s third-biggest economy. — AP 

NEW DELHI: More than 20,000 Indians
including prominent business leaders have
signed an online petition urging lawmakers
to end weeks of rowdy protests that have
paralysed parliament in the world’s largest
democracy. The petition on the Change.org
site said public trust in the parliamentary
system could be damaged by the protests,
which have made it impossible for the gov-
ernment to push through key legislative
reforms. “Perpetual disruption can never be
the rule,” said the petition, which has gar-
nered 21,164 signatures since it was
launched five days ago by the
Confederation of Indian Industry. “The
importance of uninterrupted legislative
function of the parliament can hardly be
overemphasised.”

It said lawmakers had been prevented
from debating a long-pending bill to create
a national goods and services tax to replace
a myriad of overlapping state duties that

deter investment in the country. India’s par-
liament is notoriously rowdy, and the ruling
Bharatiya Janata Party employed similar
tactics to disrupt the former government
before coming to power last year. But the
current session has been particularly rau-
cous, and last week the speaker suspended
25 opposition lawmakers.

Much of the opposition’s ire has centred
on Foreign Minister Sushma Swaraj, who is
under pressure over her role in helping
Lalit Modi get a passport in London. The
exiled former cricket boss faces allegations
of money laundering in India linked to a
lucrative television deal. With just one more
day to go until the next parliamentary
recess, debate was once again halted yes-
terday as opposition members loudly heck-
led Swaraj. While the BJP enjoys a clear
majority in parliament’s lower house, or Lok
Sabha, his party is in a minority in the
upper house, where it needs opposition

support to push through legislation. 
“They should get together and pass this

very beneficial reform for the country,” Adi
Godrej, chairman of Godrej Group, told
Network 18 yesterday. “India could have
five years of double digit GDP growth if the
GST is in place.” For years, Indian businesses
have lobbied for the new sales tax which
will subsume myriads of federal and state
tax levies, replacing a chaotic structure that
inflates costs.

Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on the
back foot over popular opposition to his
bid to make it easier to buy farmland for
industry, made passing the less controver-
sial Goods and Services Tax (GST) bill his
main objective in the session. But the
opposition Congress party Modi defeated
in a general election last year seems deter-
mined not to give him any major victory
ahead of his annual Independence Day
speech on Saturday, not even support for a

bill it originally wrote while in office.
Congress members stormed the well of

the upper house of parliament, where GST
needs two-thirds of votes to pass, shouting
“this will not go on”. A ruling party member
called their behavior “hooliganism”. If GST is
not approved in this session, the govern-
ment could call a special sitting of parlia-
ment once it has ironed out differences.
Otherwise, it will wait until a session late in
the year, leaving little time to implement
the tax by a deadline of April 2016.

Delays to GST and other reforms Modi is
pursuing in land and labour risk slowing an
economic recovery, but are par for the
course in India’s unwieldy democracy.
“Everyone has managed for years without
GST,” said R C Bhargava, the veteran chair-
man of Maruti Suzuki. “If there is a further
delay of maximum one year, it is not as if an
investment will become unviable because
of that.”  — Agencies 

20,000 Indians urge MPs to 
end parliament deadlock

India Inc pleads as clock ticks

DHAKA: Bangladesh police were yesterday
investigating apparent death threats
against six secular writers, days after the
murder of a fourth blogger in six months.
The six, who include poets, bloggers and a
journalist, all live in the southern city of
Barisal and went to police after their photo-
graphs appeared late Tuesday on a new
Facebook page registered under the name
Ansar-BD. “There are three anti-Islamic
poets and three organizers of bloggers.
They are the enemy of Islam. We should do
whatever it takes,” read the post.

Police said they did not know who was
behind the threat but were taking it seri-
ously and the country’s elite security force
was investigating. “We’ve increased surveil-
lance and patrols near their homes and
workplaces,” Barisal city police chief
Shakhawat Hossain told AFP. The apparent
hit-list was published less than a week after
blogger Niloy Chakrabarti was hacked to
death at his home in the capital Dhaka by
an unknown attacker. He was the fourth
atheist blogger to have been killed since
February when Bangladeshi-born US citizen
Avijit Roy, a writer and moderator of a blog
site, was hacked to death in Dhaka.

The Bangladesh branch of Al-Qaeda in
the Indian Subcontinent, Ansar Al-Islam,
claimed the murder of Chakrabarti and
warned of more to come, according to
monitoring group SITE. Another Islamist
militant group, Ansarullah Bangla Team,
took responsibility for several killings of sec-
ular bloggers and was outlawed by

Bangladesh in May. Journalist Nazrul Biswas
was among those threatened. He said he
was not against Islam and refused to be
intimidated. “We raise our voice for a secular
society and against militancy and funda-
mentalism. No threat can stop us,” Biswas
told AFP. The list was published as New

York-based rights group Human Rights
Watch urged Bangladesh authorities to
unequivocally declare their commitment to
free speech instead of proposing self-cen-
sorship. “It’s shocking that Bangladesh
authorities not only failed to protect the
bloggers despite complaints to the police

about threats against them, but instead are
proposing self-censorship,” said Brad
Adams, Asia director at HRW. HRW also criti-
cized the national police chief A K M
Shahidul Hoque after he warned bloggers
could face up to 14 years in jail for hurting
religious sentiments. — AFP 

Bangladesh probes ‘hit list’ of writers

DHAKA: Bangladeshi secular activists take part in a procession to protest against the killing of blogger Niloy Chakrabarti, who
used the pen-name Niloy Neel, in Dhaka. — AFP 
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Taiwan unveils its biggest ever military drone
TAIPEI: Taiwan unveiled the prototype of its largest ever mili-
tary drone yesterday as it seeks to boost its defense forces in
the face of a perceived threat from China. The sleek, white
unmanned aircraft is designed for intelligence gathering and
surveillance missions, according to the National Chung Shan
Institute of Science and Technology (CSIST), an arm of the
Ministry of National Defense that is developing the drone. It is

more than twice the size of any of the existing fleet of 32
“Sharp Kite” drones used by Taiwanese forces.  “Our research
and development capabilities are definitely not inferior (to
China’s),” said Ma Wan-june, director of the aeronautical sys-
tems research division at CSIST. 

Ma did not say when the prototype is to be put into use or
give any further specifications. “It’s equipped for automatic

takeoff and landing, communications, optical detection,
among others,” Ma said. The drone was shown to reporters
ahead of the biennial Taipei Aerospace and Defense
Technology Exhibition which starts today and is open to the
public. Taiwan in December launched its largest ever missile
ship, the 500-ton corvette named “Tuo Chiang” - the first of its
kind to be produced locally.  The ship is armed with 16 missiles

including eight supersonic Hsiung-feng III (Brave Wind) anti-
ship missiles. Self-governing Taiwan split from mainland China
in 1949 after a civil war. But Beijing still sees the island as part
of its territory and does not rule out force to achieve reunifica-
tion at some stage. According to Taiwan’s defense ministry,
China has more than 1,500 ballistic and cruise missiles trained
on the island.  — AFP 

TAIPEI: A general view of the latest homemade MALE Unmanned Aircraft Systems at the World Trade Center yes-
terday. — AFP

TAIPEI: Military staffs stand next to the homemade Coastal Defense Rocket System during a press conference of
the 2015 Taipei Aerospace and Defense Technology Exhibition yesterday. — AFP

NAGASAKI:  Japanese Prime Minister Shinzo Abe holds a wreath during a ceremony to mark the 70th anniversary
of the Nagasaki atomic bombing. — AP

TOKYO: Seventy years after Japan’s defeat in World War Two,
the conflict’s legacy haunts East Asia and reconciliation
remains elusive. Prime Minister Shinzo Abe may hope to lay
the ghosts to rest with a statement tomorrow marking the
70th anniversary of the war’s end, but risks inflaming tension
instead. Abe is expected to express “deep remorse” in his com-
ments. But China and South Korea, where bitter memories of
Japan’s past militarism run deep, want Abe to stick to a land-
mark 1995 “heartfelt apology” by then-premier Tomiichi
Murayama for suffering caused by Japan’s “colonial rule and
aggression”.

Abe himself wants to keep a thaw in Sino-Japanese ties on
track ahead of a possible visit to Beijing. He also needs to sat-
isfy ally the United States, which is keen to see tension ease in
a region where concern is rising over China’s military
assertiveness. Abe’s conservative supporters, however, want
to end what they see as a humiliating cycle of apologies.
“What Abe has to do for smooth sailing is to say something his
friends inside the Beltway can sell in Washington,” said
Andrew Horvat, visiting professor at Josai International
University in Tokyo, referring to Washington insiders. “The
Murayama Statement is the ‘gold standard’ but we know that
Abe, in his heart of hearts, doesn’t want to say what the

Murayama Statement said,” Horvat added. “Abe will attempt to
satisfy as many parties under the circumstances as possible.”

Abe has said he upholds past official remarks on the war,
including the Murayama Statement and a 1993 apology to
“comfort women”, as those forced into prostitution and sexual-
ly abused at Japan’s wartime military brothels are euphemisti-
cally known. But Abe, who critics view as a revisionist who
wants to play down Japan’s wartime acts, has stressed he
wants to issue a forward-looking statement in his own words.
NHK public television said this week Abe would include the
word “apology”. Other media said that touchy issue was still
being worked out.

Abe will mention “colonial rule” and “aggression”, media
said, but the reference to the latter could be a general criti-
cism that does not single out Japan’s invasion of China.
Whatever Abe says, disputes over history are unlikely to
fade any time soon, given dynamics in the region that sus-
tain the feuds. Governments in China and South Korea have
often used anti-Japanese sentiment to win support, while
Japanese conservative politicians periodically play to a base
that includes atrocity deniers as well as those suffering from
“apology fatigue”. “History has not been laid to rest,” Horvat
said. — Reuters 

BEIJING: About 40 people were missing in China yesterday
after a landslide buried the living quarters of a mining com-
pany under one million cubic meters of earth, local authori-
ties and state media said. The landslide shortly after mid-
night covered 15 employee dormitories and three houses in
Shanyang county in the northern province of Shaanxi, an
official at the county’s propaganda office said. Around 40
people were missing, said the official, who declined to be
named.

The state-run Xinhua news agency said four people had
been rescued by mid-morning and rushed to hospital.
Another 10 at the site had avoided being trapped when the
landslide struck, it added. Police, firefighters, mining res-
cuers and medical staff had been sent to the scene and resi-
dents in the area evacuated, the county government said in
a statement. Photos posted on news websites showed res-
cue workers in orange jumpsuits standing next to a pile of
earth and rocks at least four times their size.  Mechanical
backhoes were atop the mound. 

President Xi Jinping said he was following the rescue
efforts closely and every effort should be made to prevent
casualties and further disasters, according to state broad-
caster CCTV. The mine’s operator was identified by Xinhua
as Wuzhou mining company, which according to its parent
company is mainly a vanadium producer.  

Separately, an accident at a coal and gas mine on
Tuesday night in the southwestern province of Guizhou
killed 10 people, provincial work safety authorities said in a
statement. Rescue efforts were under way, the statement
said yesterday. Xinhua reported yesterday that 56 miners
left the shaft safely after the accident, with five injured and
three more still missing.

China - the world’s largest producer of coal - is grappling
to improve standards in the sector, where regulations are
often flouted and corruption enables bosses to pursue prof-
its at the cost of worker safety. Accidents in Chinese coal
mines killed 931 people last year, a top work safety official
said in March. The official number of mining fatalities is
declining but some rights groups argue the actual figures
are significantly higher due to under-reporting. The country
is also prone to landslides, often caused by floods but with
lax management of industrial sites sometimes a factor.

In 2008, 277 people died in a mudslide in the northern
province of Shanxi after an illegal mining waste reservoir
burst its banks following heavy rain. A total of 58 govern-
ment and company officials were convicted over the disas-
ter and sentenced to prison terms, some to life. In 2013 a
vast volume of rock crashed down a mountainside east of
the Tibetan capital Lhasa, burying 83 people in a minework-
ers’ camp. — AFP 

40 people missing 
in China landslide

Ghosts of WW2 
haunt East Asia 

Abe readies anniversary statement

MANILA: China respects freedom of
navigation in the disputed South
China Sea but will not allow any for-
eign government to invoke that right
so its military ships and planes can
intrude in Beijing’s territory, the
Chinese ambassador said.
Ambassador Zhao Jianhua said late
Tuesday that Chinese forces warned a
US Navy P-8A not to intrude when
the warplane approached a Chinese-
occupied area in the South China
Sea’s disputed Spratly Islands in May.
A CNN reporter who was on board
the plane, which had taken off from
the Philippines, reported the incident
then.

“We just gave them warnings, be
careful, not to intrude,” Zhao told
reporters on the sidelines of a diplo-
matic event in Manila. Washington,
however, does not recognize any ter-
ritorial claim by any country in the
South China Sea, a policy that collides
with the position of China, which
claims virtually the entire sea. When
asked why China shooed away the US
Navy plane when it has pledged to
respect freedom of navigation in the
South China Sea, Zhao outlined the
limits in China’s view.

“Freedom of navigation does not
mean to allow other countries to
intrude into the airspace or the sea
which is sovereign. No country will
allow that,” Zhao said. “We say free-
dom of navigation must be observed
in accordance with international law.
No freedom of navigation for war-
ships and airplanes.”

Zhao also repeated an earlier pro-
nouncement by Beijing that China’s
use of land reclamation to create new

islands at a number of disputed
Spratly reefs has ended. China, he
said, would now start constructing
facilities to support freedom of navi-
gation, search and rescue efforts
when accidents occur, and scientific
research. “When we say we’re going
to stop reclamation, we mean it,”
Zhao said. He acknowledged that
“necessary defense facilities” would
also be constructed. The US and its
allies, including the Philippines, have
asked China to stop the massive
island construction, saying it has
increased tensions in an increasingly
militarized area and threatened
regional stability. They say the
Chinese construction work violates a
2002 regional pact signed by Beijing
which urges rival claimants not to
undertake new construction or take
any step that would worsen tensions.

Adm Scott Swift, commander of
the US Pacific Fleet, said last month in
Manila that Washington does not rec-
ognize any of the territorial claims
and its position won’t change even if
disputed areas are reinforced by con-
struction work. “We recognize those
claims as being contested and the
contested nature of those claims is
unchanged despite the reclamation
efforts of any country, any country,
not just China,” Swift said. Territorial
disputes involving China, the
Philippines, Vietnam, Taiwan, Malaysia
and Brunei have flared on and off for
years, creating fears that the South
China Sea could spark Asia’s next
major armed conflict. Tensions rose
again last year when China began the
island building on at least seven reefs
in the Spratlys. — AP 

Japan’s G7 host
city under 
fire over

‘obscene’ mascot
TOKYO: A Japanese city hosting the Group
of Seven summit next year said yesterday it
may change its new community mascot
after the depiction of the female character
was blasted as obscene and sexist. The car-
toon image of a voluptuous 17-year-old
aspiring “ama” diver in search of a boyfriend
drew fire from the real divers, who tradition-
ally harvest seaweed, clams and, in some
areas, pearls. About 170 people, mostly
female divers, have signed a petition calling
for the city to scrap the character, according
to a tourism official in the coastal city of
Shima 300 km south of Tokyo.

Protesters reportedly said the mascot,
launched late last year, was obscene and
sexist. “We don’t want foreigners who visit...
to think ‘ama’ divers look like this,” one of
them told local media. Cartoon images of
young women with exaggerated body fea-
tures are common in Japan and have
attracted criticism. The mascot spat also
comes just weeks after Tokyo’s 2020
Olympic logo triggered plagiarism claims
due to its resemblance to the logo of a
Belgian theatre and a separate Spanish
design. “We may consider changing the
mascot’s design to avoid hurting some peo-
ple’s feelings,” the Shima official said. “But at
this point we have no plan to retract our
official approval for the character.” She
added that the design was meant to draw
more tourists to Shima as it gets set to host
the G7 meeting in May 2016. “Most of the
reaction we’ve received from the public so
far has been positive,” she added. —AFP

TOKYO: Hundreds of people attended ceremonies
yesterday marking the 30th anniversary of a Japan
Airlines jumbo jet crash that killed 520 people on
board, the deadliest single-aircraft disaster in his-
tory. The doomed Boeing 747 had begun the
hour-long flight from Japan’s capital to Osaka
when it crashed into a mountain about 120 km
northwest of Tokyo on Aug 12, 1985. In all, 509
passengers, including a dozen infants, and 15
crew were killed in the accident. Just four passen-
gers survived. Bereaved relatives of victims make
an annual pilgrimage to Osutaka Ridge, along
with JAL president Yoshiharu Ueki who will walk
the trail to a memorial service near the crash site.

Ahead of yesterday’s events, Ueki told local
media that “we would like to learn a lesson from
this accident without forgetting the memory” of
the lives lost. Television footage showed some vic-
tims’ relatives starting their climb up the steep
mountain trail before dawn. Some blew soap bub-

bles to pay tribute the children who died in the
accident, their names included on a stone memo-
rial listing the victims. “When I come here I feel like
I can see her directly - it’s like she’s in front of me,”
an 81-year-old man who lost his daughter told
local media. “Thirty years is a long time, but hon-
estly I feel as if it happened yesterday, and the
memories were stirred again this particular year.”

Japan Airlines Flight 123 took off from Tokyo’s
Haneda airport at 6:12 pm local time and quickly
ran into trouble with a loud noise heard about 10
minutes into the trip. The crew quickly declared an
emergency and fought to regain power over the
aircraft which had become “uncontrollable”. It
crashed into the mountain at 6:56 pm local time,
about 45 minutes into the flight. It was later deter-
mined that the bulkhead burst,  rupturing
hydraulic systems and leaving the plane uncon-
trollable.

A government-appointed investigation panel

blamed the accident on improper repairs on the
rear bulkhead seven years earlier. In 1988, local
police served papers on 20 people from JAL, the
transport ministry and Boeing on suspicion of pro-
fessional negligence resulting in death and injury.
But prosecutors decided not to indict anyone. “It
can never be forgotten,” Satoshi Iizuka, a former
police officer who identified bodies at the site
three decades ago, told broadcaster TV Asahi as
he choked back tears. “Today, people tend to pri-
orities speed over safety.”

This year’s anniversary comes several days after
the hunt for more wreckage from missing
Malaysia Airlines flight 370 resumed on France’s
Reunion island in the Indian Ocean after being
suspended last week. A wing part was found on
the island in late July and confirmed by the
Malaysian prime minister to be part of the Boeing
777 that disappeared on March 8, 2014 with 239
people onboard. — AFP 

Chinese diplomat outlines 
navigation freedom limits 

MANILA: Philippine President Benigno Aquino III, right, is greeted by
Chinese Ambassador to the Philippines Zhao Jianhua shortly after
addressing the biennial convention of the Filipino-Chinese Chambers of
Commerce and Industry. — AP  

Japan Airlines jumbo crash remembered 30 years later
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The photograph shows a man’s severed head placed
on his body, with a knife driven into sand next to it and
the black IS flag in the background. Next to the picture
are screenshots of Arabic language news articles with
the headlines: “Croatia confirms its support for Egypt in
efforts to fight terrorism and extremism” and “Croatia
affirms its continued support for the Kurdistan region.”

The 31-year-old father of two was working with
French geosciences company CGG when seized from a
car some 22 km west of Cairo, security sources told AFP.
His abduction has rattled foreigners working for multi-
nationals and underscored the jihadists’ reach, despite
the massive military campaign against IS. Egypt had
said it was intensifying efforts to locate Salopek after IS
released a video of him last Wednesday.

Cairo-based Al-Azhar, a prestigious Sunni Islam learn-
ing centre, condemned the reported beheading. “The
killing of the Croatian hostage is a Satanic action that
has nothing to do with religions and traditions,” Al-
Azhar said in a statement. In last week’s video, Salopek,
kneeling next to a masked militant holding a knife, was
forced to read a statement saying he would be execut-
ed in 48 hours if Cairo failed to release female prisoners,
a key demand of Islamist militants over the past two
years.

Salopek’s abduction had been treated by police as a
criminal kidnapping before the video emerged. The IS
demand to free female prisoners appeared aimed at
scoring propaganda points at the expense of the
Islamist opposition in Egypt, which does not share the
jihadists’ tactics, an analyst said. Jihadists and their sup-
porters have mocked the more mainstream Islamist
opposition, which denies that it uses violence and has
condemned militant attacks. “This is a calculated propa-

ganda move by them,” said Mokhtar Awad of the US-
based think tank Centre for American Progress. “The
jihadists’ message is: ‘We are the ones who can deliver
results. We are the ones who are serious about this.
More importantly, we are putting it front and centre in
our campaign’,” he said.

The abduction also appears aimed at striking at
Egyptian economic interests, said another analyst. “For
Egyptian authorities, this execution means a further
radicalisation (of the Islamic State affiliate) and extend-
ing its actions to foreigners, implying a concentration
on economic targets to further weaken the regime,” said
Mathieu Guidere, an expert with the University of
Toulouse in France. Salopek’s father had appealed to
the kidnappers to release him, and Croatian Foreign
Minister Vesna Pusic visited Cairo for emergency talks.

In his home town, neighbours described Salopek as a
friendly young man who had gone to Egypt to earn a
living. Egypt, led by President Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, had
been at pains to persuade international investors and
companies that the country was safe after two years of
violence and militant attacks. Sisi was the former army
chief who overthrew Morsi, setting up a police crack-
down on the Islamist’s followers that killed more than
1,000 protesters. Hundreds of people, including Morsi,
have been sentenced to death, although most have
won new trials. Seven people have been executed.

In Sinai, which borders Israel and the Palestinian
Gaza Strip, militants have waged a brazen insurgency
that appears unabated despite a sweeping army cam-
paign. But IS has managed to stage attacks outside Sinai
only a few times. It claimed responsibility for a bombing
that killed a passer-by last month at the Italian con-
sulate in Cairo. And last December, the group said it
murdered an American who worked for petroleum
company Apache, also west of the capital. — Agencies 

Croat hostage beheaded by IS affiliate...
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Syria’s antiquities director Mamoun Abdulkarim told AFP
by telephone from Damascus that rockets had struck near
the capital’s museum and historic citadel. “The deputy
director in charge of our mosaic pieces, Qassem Yahya, was
killed. He was 38,” Abdulkarim said. “Another rocket fell by
the museum’s entrance and a passerby was killed,” the
director added. Syria’s state news agency SANA, citing a
police source, put the toll at five dead with 55 injured, “most
of them children and women.”

Rebels often fire into the capital from rear bases on its
outskirts, including at times barrages of hundreds of mis-
siles. Rights groups have condemned indiscriminate rebel
rocket fire as amounting to war crimes. The government
regularly carries out air strikes against rebel-held areas on
the outskirts of Damascus, particularly Eastern Ghouta,
which is also under regime siege. Yesterday, Amnesty
International accused the government of war crimes
against Eastern Ghouta residents, saying heavy aerial bom-
bardment was compounding misery created by the block-
ade.

Separately, Syria’s warring parties declared a 48-hour
ceasefire in two frontline areas yesterday after unprece-
dented mediation from Turkey and Iran, signalling a new
approach by some of the main regional backers of the
opposing sides. The ceasefire halted fighting between
insurgents on the one hand, and the army and its Lebanese
militant Hezbollah allies on the other, in the rebel-held
town of Zabadani and in a pair of Shiite villages in Idlib
province.

The two areas are strongholds of each side under fero-
cious attack by the other. Sources familiar with the talks,
which have been under way for weeks, said the truce could
be extended to give time for ongoing negotiations aimed
at evacuating civilians and combatants. Three officials close
to Damascus described the truce as a result of mediation by
Turkey, which backs rebels fighting against President
Bashar al-Assad, and Iran, whose support has been vital to
his survival.

It adds to recent signs of new efforts in the region to end
diplomatic deadlock over a conflict that has killed a quarter
of a million people, made 10 million homeless, left swathes
of Syria in the hands of Islamic State militants and divided
the countries of the Middle East on sectarian grounds. After
four years in which diplomats made no headway towards
peace, countries that support Assad and his opponents
have been quietly discussing ways to end the war and tack-
le the common threat from Islamic State. But Assad’s fate
remains a major obstacle to the new diplomatic effort.

Iran’s Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif arrived in
Damascus yesterday and met with Assad. He was expected

to discuss a new peace plan for Syria. Before he arrived,
rebels bombarded the capital with rockets and the govern-
ment launched air strikes on nearby rebel positions. The
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, which monitors the
war, said 13 people were killed and 20 wounded by the
rebel rockets, and 31 killed in the government air strikes.

Sources on both sides of the civil war told Reuters earlier
yesterday the truce was to begin at 6 am (0300 GMT), and
negotiations would continue. The rebel group Ahrar al-
Sham had led the talks on the insurgents’ side. “A ceasefire
began at 6 am today for 48 hours to halt military operations
in Zabadani,” Hezbollah’s Al-Manar TV reported. “It also
includes the two villages of Al-Foua and Kefraya in the Idlib
countryside.”

Abu Walid Al-Zabadani, a fighter with Ahrar al Sham in
Zabadani, said: “We have stopped firing. It’s from both
sides.” “As fighters on the ground, we were not interested in
this ceasefire, but it is led by our commanders and we have
to abide by their orders,” he told Reuters from Zabadani. A
second rebel said there were 200 injured insurgent fighters
in the town. Hezbollah said Islamic State gunmen had
opened fire in Zabadani in an attempt to break the cease-
fire but other insurgent groups had intervened to stop
them.

Zabadani, about 45 km northwest of the capital
Damascus and about 10 km from the border with Lebanon,
has been the focus of a weeks-long offensive by the army
and Hezbollah aimed at wresting control of the town from
rebels. The two Shiite villages of Al-Foua and Kefraya,
meanwhile, have been targeted in a parallel offensive by an
insurgent alliance that includes both the Sunni Islamist
Ahrar al-Sham and the Al-Qaeda-linked Nusra Front.

The United Nations envoy for Syria said last month that
government air strikes had caused widespread death and
destruction in Zabadani, and expressed concern that civil-
ians were trapped both there and in the two Shiite villages.
Sources on both sides say negotiations are underway
about a possible evacuation of civilians from the two vil-
lages, and a withdrawal of rebel fighters from Zabadani.
The evacuation of the critically wounded had been agreed
but logistics were still being worked out. Ahrar al-Sham said
last week it was holding talks with an Iranian delegation
over Zabadani.

While years of diplomacy have so far made no
progress towards ending the war, there are signs of a
new push in recent weeks following Iran’s nuclear deal
last month with major powers including both the
United States and Russia. Turkey, a major regional pow-
er and opponent of Assad, is revamping its strategy
towards the Syria war. It is pressing for a buffer zone in
Syria near its frontier, free of Islamic State fighters and
controlled by opponents of Assad. — Agencies 

Regime raids kill dozens near Damascus
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But in a warning of sorts to Trump, 55 percent of
Suffolk respondents said his debate performance made
them “less comfortable” with Trump as a candidate. In a
new Rasmussen Reports poll, Trump led with 17 percent
- a significant drop from the 26 percent he enjoyed in
the same national poll conducted late last month.

As the new data emerged, Trump doubled down on
his assertion that he would not rule out a third-party
candidacy - a nightmare scenario for Republicans. “I
want to run as a Republican,” he told Fox earlier Tuesday.
“But I do want to keep that door open in case I don’t get
treated fairly.” Experts have stressed that an independ-
ent Trump candidacy could spell disaster for
Republicans because such a move could split the GOP
vote and hand election victory to likely Democratic
nominee Hillary Clinton.

The former secretary of state meanwhile offered
blunt criticism of Trump, saying Monday that he went
“way overboard” in his crude verbal assault on a female
journalist. Fox News moderator Megyn Kelly used tough
tactics when questioning Trump during Thursday’s
debate. A day later Trump said Kelly had “blood coming
out of her wherever,” a remark many construed as refer-
ring to menstruation.

The Donald in Michigan meanwhile let loose on
Beijing, saying something ought to be done to “reign in
China” - but again offered no specifics - after its sharp
currency devaluation Tuesday, a move Trump blasted as
a “disgrace”. “China has no respect for President Obama
whatsoever,” he boomed.  “They think we are run by a
bunch of idiots.”

On domestic race relations, strained by several
deaths of unarmed black men at the hands of white
police officers, Trump said there were “powder kegs all
over the country waiting to explode”. Asked how to
improve the situation, Trump offered: “You need spirit,
cheerleading and jobs.” Trump, who made disparaging
remarks about Mexican immigrants early in his cam-
paign, insisted he will “do well with the Hispanic vote
and do great with the women vote.” He noted that
Bush’s recent questioning of the amount of funds need-
ed for women’s health will be a “disaster” for Bush. “The
women’s health issues, I’m for that,” Trump insisted. “I
cherish women,” added Trump. “I will be great on
women’s health issues. Believe me.”

Separately, a decade of anger over the Iraq war resur-
faced in the 2016 US election race Tuesday, with Bush
and Clinton’s campaigns trading blame about that
country’s continued instability. Twelve years after presi-

dent George W Bush led the United States into an
unpopular and troubled conflict, his brother, now a
Republican presidential hopeful, accused Democrats of
abandoning Iraq before the job was done. Jeb Bush
blamed his Democratic White House rival, former
Secretary of State Clinton, for allowing the brutal emer-
gence of the Islamic State group by withdrawing troops
from Iraq too fast.

“It was a case of blind haste to get out,” Bush told an
audience in California, “and to call the tragic conse-
quences somebody else’s problem.”  “That premature
withdrawal was the fatal error, creating the void that
(Islamic State) moved in to fill.” “Rushing away from dan-
ger can be every bit as unwise as rushing into danger,
and the costs have been grievous,” he said. Taking a
political risk, Bush even suggested it might be neces-
sary to send more troops back to Iraq. “Right now, we
have around 3,500 soldiers and marines in Iraq, and
more may well be needed.”

“We do not need, and our friends do not ask for, a
major commitment of American combat forces. But we
do need to convey that we are serious, that we are
determined to help local forces take back their country.”
He advocated embedding US personnel with Iraq
forces. Bush also noted Clinton only visited the country
once during her four years as America’s top diplomat.

His remarks dredged up a bitter debate that has long
bubbled in Washington and that has tarnished his
brother ’s legacy. A wildly successful invasion of
Baghdad was followed by a ham-fisted occupation that
fuelled brutal sectarian violence and left the central
government debilitated. In addition to being a point of
contention between Republicans and Democrats, the
conflict may have also cost Clinton the 2008 Democratic
nomination to anti-war candidate Barack Obama.

In 2002, Clinton voted in favor of authorizing Bush’s
invasion as a senator for New York, a vote she later said
was a mistake. But on Tuesday her campaign defended
her later record. Long-time foreign policy aide Jake
Sullivan - a frontrunner to become Clinton’s National
Security Advisor if she is elected - accused Jeb Bush of a
“pretty bold attempt to rewrite history and reassign
responsibility.” “They cannot be allowed to escape
responsibility for the real mistake here,” he said, saying
Islamic State emerged from Al-Qaeda in Iraq, which
flourished amid the occupation. “It didn’t exist before
the invasion. It emerged in no small part as a result of
president Bush’s failed strategy. And it gained strength
by signing up former Sunni military officers - officers
from the army that the Bush administration disbanded,”
he said. — Agencies

‘Leading everywhere’: Trump barrels ahead

A Syrian emergency personnel member and a civilian inspect the bodies of Syrian men wrapped in plastic
bags outside a makeshift hospital in the rebel-held area of Douma, east of the capital Damascus, following
air strikes by regime forces yesterday. — AFP 
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Google’s reshaping under newly formed parent
Alphabet gives the tech giant more ability to
focus on its core business, while offering start-

up-like flexibility to long shot, trailblazing projects.
The announcement Monday of the new corporate
structure was generally welcomed in Silicon Valley and
on Wall Street, where Google shares closed with a
robust gain of 4.3 percent at $660.78. Alphabet will be
the corporate parent, overseeing the Google unit for
search and a handful of other operating firms created
for projects in health, Internet delivery, investment
and research. “This is a long overdue move by Google,”
said Larry Chiagouris, professor of marketing at Pace
University. “It allows them to incubate these other
businesses in a way that doesn’t detract from its core
revenue.”

While Google is best known as the dominant player
in Internet search, it has launched a variety of projects
in recent years that are marginally related at best to its
core operation. The projects include self-driving cars,
Google Glass, Internet balloons, drones, health care,
Google TV, mobile payments, home automation and
its Google+ social network, among others, none of
which have become successful. “They don’t want to
see the Google brand associated with failure,”
Chiagouris told AFP. “They have so many moonshots.
Most of them will fail, but they only need one to suc-
ceed.”

‘Science Projects’ 
Roger Kay, analyst at Endpoint Technologies

Associates, said the restructuring gives Wall Street the
transparency it wants on the core Google operations.
“It’s important from a Wall Street perspective not to
have the performance of the main company obscured
by these other entities,” Kay told AFP. “Google really
only has one business, which is search and advertising.
The rest is what I call science projects.” The new struc-
ture means that “if they are not making money in
drones, they can merge that with something else or
spin it off,” Kay said.

Chief executive Larry Page unveiled the plan to cre-
ate Alphabet in a blog post, saying he would hold the
same position at the new parent group, with executive
chairman Eric Schmidt doing the same. The Google
unit, to be headed by current company vice president
Sundar Pichai, will include search, ads, maps, YouTube,
Android and related technology infrastructure. The
new units will include Google X (for self-driving cars
and other new technologies), Calico (for research on
aging), Nest (for home automation), Fiber (for high-
speed Internet) and others.

The new operating structure “will be introduced
in phases over the coming months,” according to
Google’s regulatory filing, and will mean separate
financial statements from the Google unit and its par-
ent. Jan Dawson at Jackdaw Research said that with
the transformation, “it will finally become clear quite
how large and unprofitable all the non-core initiatives
at Google are, which might well increase pressure
from shareholders to exit some of those businesses.”

A Personal Mission 
Dawson said the move is also “personal” for Page

and his Google co-founder Sergey Brin, who becomes
president of Alphabet. “Larry and Sergey have quite
clearly been increasingly uninspired by merely run-
ning a search engine and advertising business, and
this finally aligns their job titles with what they actual-
ly want to spend their time doing,” Dawson said in a
blog post. 

Ben Thompson, a technology analyst and consult-
ant, said on his Stratechery blog that Page “is not a
strategy and business nerd” but “for lack of a better
description, a change-the-world nerd, and it seems
clear that he found the day-to-day business of manag-
ing a very profitable utility to be not only uninterest-
ing but a distraction from what he truly wanted to do.”

The reorganization comes amid concerns that
Google’s dominance of the tech sector may have
peaked as the landscape evolves. Kay said the reor-
ganization suggests that Google is ready for change.
“This is a healthy sign that Google is being dynamic
about managing its business,” he said.  —AFP 

Issues

Google turns page 
with Alphabet

By Rob Lever

By Jonny Hogg

Sidelined on his island prison, the one man who might have helped
quell a surge in violence in Turkey’s Kurdish southeast appears
increasingly powerless as a three-year-old peace process teeters

on the brink of collapse. Abdullah Ocalan, whose Kurdistan Workers
Party (PKK) first took up arms against the Turkish state in 1984, had been
Ankara’s main counterparty in talks launched in 2012 by President Tayyip
Erdogan to try to end the insurgency.

But as Turkish war planes bomb PKK camps in northern Iraq and
Kurdish militants step up their attacks on Turkish soldiers and police,
leaving in ruins a ceasefire called by Ocalan in March 2013, his voice is
nowhere to be heard. Pro-Kurdish opposition politicians who acted as
intermediaries in the talks have been prevented by the state from visit-
ing the PKK leader, imprisoned on Imrali island in the Marmara Sea, since
before a June parliamentary election.

Senior government officials say pledges made by him during the
peace process have gone unfulfilled, notably the withdrawal of PKK
fighters to bases in northern Iraq, and that until those are honoured,
Ocalan has no further role to play. “Our fight will continue until not one
terrorist is left within our country and until concrete is poured over (their
weapons),” Erdogan said at a military ceremony on Tuesday.

It was a change of tone from the early days of the peace process,
which he promoted with slogans including “stop the blood, we don’t
want the mothers to cry”. Unkept promises and the rising power of the
Kurdish political opposition have angered nationalists, and forced him to
recalculate. Violence has spiralled, with at least 26 members of the secu-
rity forces killed since July 20. On Monday alone, Kurdish militants fired
on a military helicopter, killing one soldier, and attacked an armoured
police vehicle with roadside explosives, killing four officers. The PKK
claimed responsibility for the car bombing of an Istanbul police station
on the same day. “If it gets out of control neither the Turkish state nor the
PKK will be able to put it back into the bottle. That’s the fear,” said Gareth

Jenkins, an Istanbul-based author and veteran researcher on Kurdish
issues in Turkey.

Unfulfilled Promises
Erdogan, who braved nationalist anger in launching negotiations

with the PKK three years ago, has said the peace process has become
impossible, but has so far stopped short of formally declaring it over. In a
statement on Monday, the PKK’s political umbrella group meanwhile
called for a quick resumption of talks between the state and Ocalan but
set the release of political prisoners and a strengthened ceasefire agree-
ment as preconditions. Ankara looks unlikely to concede. “Ocalan is an
actor in the peace process, but the problem isthat for him to step in, the
PKK group and the HDP (Turkey’s pro-Kurdish opposition) must fulfill
their promises,” said a senior government official familiar with the peace
efforts. “Ultimately, the group has not done what Ocalan wanted.” The
HDP has acted as a facilitator in the peace efforts, holding state-sanc-
tioned meetings with Ocalan and sending delegations to speak with
PKK fighters in the Qandil mountains of northern Iraq. Their visits had
been the only known way for the militant leader to communicate with
the guerrillas.

In late July, Erdogan urged parliament to strip politicians with mili-
tant links of their immunity from prosecution, a move seen as targeting
the HDP in revenge for the June election, when it won 13 percent of the
vote and entered parliament for the first time, depriving the ruling party
of its majority. Its leader Selahattin Demirtas, a charismatic former
human rights lawyer who campaigned on a progressive platform that
took the party beyond its roots in Kurdish nationalism, urged the PKK on
Saturday to “remove its finger from the trigger”. Reviving peace efforts
hinged on reviving Ocalan’s ability to negotiate, he said.

Ocalan’s intervention helped quell a previous spasm of violence
which left dozens dead last year as Kurds rioted over Turkey’s reluctance
to help their brethren in Syria defend the border town of Kobani against
an Islamic State siege. While Ocalan remains the recognised leader

among core PKK fighters, his years of isolation have eroded his influence
over the day to day. Qandil, shorthand for the PKK field leadership, was
always more hawkish on the peace process, while youth groups with
less regard for Ocalan’s authority have risen to prominence and are
thought to be behind much of the recent violence. “The Turkish security
services have cut off Ocalan. As a result, he has not been able to have
much influence during the recent outbreak of conflict,” said Jonathan
Friedman, Turkey analyst at Stroz Friedberg, a global risk consultancy.

Urban Targets
While neither side has an interest in a return to all-out war, nor do

they have much incentive for an immediate truce. For the PKK, such is
the fury among Kurdish youth at the renewed violence that to back
down now would be to lose face.  Erdogan, meanwhile, has political
ambitions on his mind. Turkey could face another election later this
autumn if the AK Party which he founded is unable to form a coalition
after losing its majority. Continued violence could stir up nationalist sen-
timent in support of the AKP and remind non-Kurdish voters, some of
whom backed the HDP, of the violent side of Kurdish nationalism. “It is
clear by now that the HDP ... cannot pursue a policy independent of the
PKK,” Erdogan’s spokesman Ibrahim Kalin wrote in the pro-government
Daily Sabah on August 4. In a Reuters interview, Demirtas last month
accused the AKP of dragging Turkey into conflict in revenge for its weak-
er election performance, a charge the government strongly denies.  It
says the military campaign against the PKK is a response to a surge in
attacks on the security forces.

“Erdogan is taking a huge gamble,” said Jenkins, the Istanbul-based
author, warning that the PKK could increasingly stage attacks in urban
centres outside the largely Kurdish southeast, such as Monday’s
bombing in Istanbul, or lose control of angry Kurdish youths altogeth-
er. “This resentment could pop up in one hundred or one thousand dif-
ferent places, and that’s a lot more dangerous than a return to the
PKK’s insurgency.” —Reuters

With Ocalan sidelined, risks of deeper violence

By Ronald C Slye

It may be time for a US Truth and
Reconciliation Commission to deal with
America’s legacy of slavery. Political analysts

referred to the nation’s “original sin” of slavery
while discussing recent police killings of unarmed
black men. Other incidents of race-based vio-
lence continue to plague US society.

I teach law focusing on transitional justice and
have worked with two national truth commis-
sions. From 1996 to 2001, I was a consultant to
the Truth and Reconciliation Commission in
South Africa, which examined that country’s lega-
cy of racism, slavery and apartheid. From 2009 to
2013, I was one of three international commis-
sioners on Kenya’s Truth, Justice and
Reconciliation Commission, which addressed
human-rights violations committed over 45
years. Each was established by its respective gov-
ernment as an independent commission.  Each
panel had its challenges. Yet both shed light on
the systematic historical injustices that, like it or
not, defined each country.

Could a truth commission work for the United
States? It would certainly help Americans con-
front the nation’s past racial injustices. Truth com-
missions are designed to analyze the systemic
context of historical offenses and trace their con-
tinuing effects today. Truth commissions allow
diverse constituencies to tell their sides of the
story and examine the history and results of gross
violations of human rights. Because they are not
courts of law, the panels cannot legally prosecute
or punish people. Both these attributes - taking a
broad analytical view of historical injustices and
their impact on today’s society, as well as provid-
ing a safe place for people to discuss their experi-
ences and perspectives - are crucial in any nation-
al conversation about the legacy of slavery.

My experience with the two commissions in
Africa underscores the importance of who is cho-
sen to lead the panel and the breadth of its man-
date. The commissioners must bring a diversity of
skills. People not open to hearing the perspec-
tives of others would do a poor job of fostering
the national conversation required. Though it is
important to have commissioners with a legal
background, my experience shows it is also cru-
cial to have people from other disciplines, includ-
ing psychology, history, human rights, economics
and racial and ethnic conflict. It is also useful to
bring in people from other countries. A number

of commissions, including in Kenya, Sierra Leone
and Guatemala, did this. It enriches the discus-
sion, for example, to include people from Africa
to address the legacy of slavery. 

Who heads the commission is critical. South
Africa was blessed to have Archbishop Desmond
Tutu, who witnessed and suffered through
apartheid. Perhaps the United States could turn
to President Barack Obama. He has roots in Africa,
and his family and ancestry embodies the coun-
try’s complex racial history. During Obama’s
recent trip to Africa, he pledged to do more
involving US-African relations after he leaves
office. Leading a national, or even international,
conversation on slavery and its legacy might be a
smart way to start that engagement.

Mandate 
Apart from deciding who would staff such a

commission, it is also key that the panel’s man-
date be broad enough to encompass the com-
plexities of the history and legacy of slavery. At
the same time its mandate should not be so
broad that it becomes unfocused. The South
African truth commission’s mandate, for example,
was later viewed as too narrow. It did not closely
examine the crime of apartheid - and so did not
engage directly with the effects of institutional-
ized racism.  

The Kenyan truth commission’s mandate, by
contrast, was too broad. It was charged with
examining not only criminal assaults such as
assassinations, massacres and rapes but also
violations of civil, economic and social rights.
The mandate of a truth commission on slavery
would need enough flexibility to explore the
complexities of the problem and its legacy - but
not so broad as to overwhelm the panel and
ensure its failure. The legacy of slavery is com-
plex. There can, of course, be no first-hand testi-
mony. Yet the United States is still influenced by
the inheritance that slaves and slaveholders
have bequeathed to us.

My experience in Kenya and South Africa
taught me that most people cannot be reduced
to the categories of good or bad. People respon-
sible for the worst atrocities in each of the coun-
tries often had redeeming qualities. Some who
perpetrated violations against others were
themselves victims of injustice. One of a truth
commission’s most essential functions is to sep-
arate the character of a person from the charac-
ter of his or her actions. We often fall into the

trap of wanting to reduce people to good or
bad, innocent or guilty.

A person may be guilty of committing a terri-
ble violation, for example, but we do a disservice
by viewing him or her only through that single
act. My experience taught me that people are
more willing to acknowledge and address their
own wrongdoing - or that of their ancestors - if
they can be assured they won’t be judged solely
on those bad acts. Human beings are more com-
plex, whether it is a 19th-century slaveholder or
a person today on death row.

Slaveholders 
I am a descendant of slaveholders. My ances-

tor, Robert Carter, was one of the wealthiest
landholders - and one of the largest slavehold-
ers - in colonial Virginia. His wealth and power
earned him the nickname “King” Carter. His
descendants include two presidents - William
Henry Harrison and Benjamin Harrison - five
signers of the Declaration of Independence,
Robert E Lee and me.

King Carter’s grandson, Robert Carter III, held
hundreds of slaves and, like many of his contem-
poraries, administered what he labeled as “stern
punishments” that today we would not hesitate
to call a crime against humanity. Yet this same
man freed more than 450 of his slaves in 1791 -
the single largest act of emancipation by any
slaveholder.

Carter’s journey to this unprecedented act of
defiance and liberation is complicated. In his
youth, he did appear more compassionate with
his slaves than many of his contemporaries.  His
conversion to an antislavery Baptist Church may
have been the defining moment that compelled
him to harness his spiritual beliefs into concrete
action. Yet many of Carter’s contemporaries had
exhibited the same traits. Some attended the
same church. None of them, however, rejected
slavery as Carter did.

For the 450 slaves and their families freed by
Carter, it was an extraordinary, life-changing
event. Carter was a racist who participated in
one of the modern world’s worst crimes against
humanity. He also performed a profoundly gen-
erous act anchored in the ideals of liberty and
freedom taking hold in the new United States.
Carter’s act of freedom and liberation cannot
negate his complicity in one of the worst crimes
against humanity. They both define him as a
person.

Mood Shift
America’s national debates about race are

too often simplistic and polarizing. They pro-
duce copious amounts of heat and noise, but
little light. We often fail to acknowledge the
complexity of our history, both personal and
collective. Yet one now senses a shift in the
public mood. The remarkably swift forgiveness
from the families of those k il led in the
Charleston church - a more pure example of
Christian love is hard to find these days - has
shamed many of us to reflect rather than react.

The mobilization around removing the
Confederate battle flag from government
buildings has led to a tentative national con-
versation about how we memorialize and
remember the Civil War, the war in which the
promise of freedom anchored in the American
Revolution was finally achieved. We are begin-
ning to engage at a national level about the
messages conveyed by statues and memorials
to the Confederacy. It is a much-needed con-
versation.

Carter’s contradictions are with us today. A
country founded on ideals of freedom, liberty
and human rights at the same time enslaved
millions of people during most of its first cen-
tury.  There is no question that Americans have
made progress in fulfilling the aspirational
ideals that animated the founders of this coun-
try. There is also no question that the country
still has a long way to go to acknowledge and
address the violence and oppression that is a
part of US history.

A truth commission would not - and could
not - solve the problems that America faces
because of its original sin of slavery. The
appropriate test for a truth commission is
whether it furthers the nation’s efforts to
engage meaningfully with the present mani-
festations of past violations. Refusing to recog-
nize and engage with past injustices com-
pounds the effect of that history and can even
result in new injustices. Acknowledging such
history can, if we choose, lead to a renewed
effort for more Americans to address the lega-
cy of slavery and racism that still runs deep in
US society.

NOTE: Ronald C Slye is a professor of law at
Seattle University School of Law. He was a
commissioner on the Kenyan Truth Justice and
R e co n c i l i a t i o n  Co m m i s s i o n  f ro m  2 0 0 9  t o
2013. —Reuters

US needs truth and reconciliation commission



PARIS: Olympique Lyonnais are close to an agreement with Tottenham
Hotspur for the transfer of Cameroon striker Clinton Njie to the London
side, president Jean-Michel Aulas said yesterday.

“We are close to an agreement but there’s no urgency for us,” he told
French radio RMC. “We want to complete our own signings first ... but I
thank (Tottenham chairman) Daniel Levy to have made an offer that we
now regard as consistent,” he added.

Lyon, who will return to the Champions League after a three-year
absence say they want to sign at least a centre back and a mid-
fielder by the end of the transfer window. 

According to media reports, Tottenham are ready to pay
14 million euros ($15.66 million) plus up to three million
more in further payments for the 21-year-old who scored
seven goals in 30 Ligue 1 appearances with Lyon last sea-
son. Njie, who can play in several attacking positions, has
eight caps for Cameroon. 

Tottenham are in need of extra firepower to assist
England str iker  Harr y  K ane as  both Togo’s
Emmanuel Adebayor and Spanish forward
Roberto Soldado are likely to be allowed to
leave. — Reuters
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LONDON: Andy Murray believes the unique Glasgow atmos-
phere can fire Britain to the Davis Cup final after the Scottish
city was yesterday confirmed as the venue for the semi-final
against 28-times champions Australia.

The tie, taking place on Sept. 18-20, will be held indoors at
the city’s Emirates Arena. 

“It’s exciting for the team to be going back to Glasgow,” Scot
Murray, the world number three currently in action in
Montreal, said in a statement from British Tennis.

“It’s always special to play in front of a home crowd. “We are
fortunate to have played our last three ties at home. We had a
unique atmosphere in Glasgow, the crowd was unbelievable.
It’s going to be a huge week for our team.”

Murray, who can expect deafening support, has a superb
record for Britain in Davis Cup singles matches, winning 21 of
23. The venue was used for the World Group first round tie in
March when Britain beat the United States.

Britain are bidding to reach the final for the first time since
1978. They last won the team event in 1936. The other semi-
final is between Belgium and Argentina in Brussels. — Reuters

Glasgow to host Britain’s 
Davis Cup semi-finalLONDON: Manchester City forward Raheem Sterling has predicted the Premier League title

race to be a very closely fought affair this season with most contenders having strength-
ened their squads. City’s 49 million pound ($76 million) man, who left Liverpool during the
summer to become the most expensive English player of all time, made his debut on
Monday in his side’s comfortable 3-0 victory over West Bromwich Albion. “It’s going to be a
really tough season,” the 20-year-old told the club’s website. “Everyone has strengthened
their squads and the Premier League is always hard to second guess.”

Sterling is set to make his home debut on Sunday against Jose Mourinho’s Chelsea
against whom City drew both their games last season.

“Chelsea are very strong in every department from their defence and mid-
field to their attack, but it should be a good game and I’m really looking for-
ward to playing in this match,” the England international said. “I’ve done
alright against them in the past and results-wise, I think it’s been pretty
even overall so far in the matches I’ve played in.

“But I’m hoping this one will go our way and it’s vital that it does. We’re on
our own ground and with it being our first home game of the season, we

want to get off on the right foot.” Sterling was coy about his targets for the sea-
son as he wants to stay away from any added pressure. “I’ve set myself tar-

gets for goals and assists and I know where I want to be but I don’t really
want to reveal what they are because I’ll put myself under massive
pressure,” he said. “But I’ve got personal goals that I want to reach this
season for City and hopefully I can meet them.”  — Reuters

Sterling expects tight race Lyon close on Njie deal

SEATTLE: Austin Jackson hit a bases-loaded single
in the 10th inning to give the Seattle Mariners a 6-5
victory over the Baltimore Orioles on Tuesday night,
marking the first time since baseball expanded to
30 clubs that all 15 home teams won on the same
day. Jackson’s single off reliever T.J. McFarland (0-2)
down the right-field line scored Logan Morrison
from third and finished off the major league sched-
ule for the night.

The last time home teams went undefeated on a
day with more than one game was an 8-0 record on
Aug. 28, 2008 - although road squads were 7-0 on
April, 2, 2013, according to STATS. Arizona and
Tampa Bay joined the majors in 1998, bringing the
total to 30 teams.

STATS said the best performance by home teams
had been 11-0, accomplished six times - three in the
1800s. The most recent occasion was Sept. 16, 1989.

INDIANS 5, YANKEES 4
Michael Brantley’s RBI single with one out in the

16th inning lifted Cleveland to a victory over skid-
ding New York, which lost its fourth straight and
had its lead in the AL East over Toronto trimmed to
a half-game. Brantley hit a hard single off Branden
Pinder (0-2) that first baseman Mark Teixeira
couldn’t handle and easily scored Jose Ramirez from
second base.  Brantley’s clutch hit ended the 5-hour,
4-minute game and triggered just the second walk-
off winning celebration by the Indians this season.
Austin Adams (2-0) worked a perfect inning and
combined with seven other Cleveland pitchers to
record 16 strikeouts. The first four hitters in New
York’s lineup - Jacoby Ellsbury, Brett Gardner, Alex
Rodriguez and Teixeira went a combined 1 for 25.

CUBS 6, BREWERS 3
Anthony Rizzo and Jorge Soler each drove in

two runs, Dan Haren picked up his first victory for
the Cubs and Chicago won for the 11th time in 12
games. The Brewers, last in the NL Central,
announced earlier in the day that Doug Melvin is
moving into an advisory role after 13 years as gen-
eral manager.

The Cubs, meanwhile, continue to roll. Haren (8-
7), acquired from Miami on July 31, pitched into the
sixth. Rizzo had two hits, including an RBI double,
and drew a bases-loaded walk. He is 19 for 42 in his
past 12 games. Soler extended his hitting streak to
10, and Chicago took advantage of three errors
along with some wild pitching on the way to yet
another win.

DODGERS 5, NATIONALS 0
Yasiel Puig drove in a career high-tying five runs

with a homer and a triple, Zack Greinke pitched six
sharp innings and Los Angeles defeated
Washington to snap a season-worst four-game skid.

Greinke (12-2) allowed six hits, struck out six and
walked four to remain unbeaten in his last 10 starts,
going 7-0 in that span. He lowered his major
league-leading ERA to 1.65.

Puig homered into the left-field pavilion in the
fourth to score Andre Ethier, whose leadoff triple
stood up after the Dodgers challenged the call.
Replays showed third baseman Yunel Escobar didn’t
tag Ethier’s leg before he reached the bag.

BLUE JAYS 4, ATHLETICS 2
Jose Bautista hit a solo home run, Drew

Hutchison pitched seven strong innings and
Toronto won its ninth straight game, beating

Oakland. Toronto starting pitchers have held the
opposition to three earned runs or fewer in 15 con-
secutive games. Hutchison (11-2) allowed two runs
and four hits in seven-plus innings.  The right-han-
der hadn’t completed seven innings since a com-
plete-game victory over the Chicago White Sox on
May 25. Hutchison is 9-1 with a 2.68 ERA in 12 home
starts and 2-1 with a 9.00 ERA in 11 road outings.
Roberto Osuna pitched the ninth for his 11th save.

ROYALS 6, TIGERS 1
Lorenzo Cain went 4 for 4 with a home run and

Yordano Ventura pitched six scoreless innings as
Kansas City defeated Detroit. Cain, who raised his
average to .316, led off the sixth with his 12th
homer, a mammoth shot to left field. Mike
Moustakas snapped an 0-for-18 drought with a
homer to right field with Kendrys Morales aboard in
the same inning.

Ventura (7-7), who is 3-1 since the All-Star break,
limited the Tigers to two hits but walked a career-
high six. He struck out eight, tying his season high.
Eric Hosmer hit a two-run homer in the first, giving
him 21 RBIs in the opening inning.

METS 4, ROCKIES 0
Matt Harvey pitched four-hit ball for eight

innings, Ruben Tejada had a go-ahead single in the
sixth and New York beat Colorado for the eighth
straight time at Citi Field.

Juan Lagares had a two-run double in the eighth
to help the Mets improve to 40-18 at home, match-
ing last season’s win total when they lost 41 at Citi
Field. Harvey (11-7) was dominant for a fourth
straight start. He walked none for the third straight
outing and struck out four, pitching to contact
rather than overpowering the Rockies. He was lifted
for pinch-hitter Curtis Granderson with the bases
loaded in the eighth.

Granderson got a gift RBI from Boone Logan for
the second straight night. He was hit by a pitch with
the bases loaded Monday. This time Logan walked
Granderson, who did not start against Chris Rusin
(3-5), a lefty. Lagares, who has lost most of his play-
ing time since the arrival of Yoenis Cespedes, fol-
lowed with the two-run double.

TWINS 3, RANGERS 2
Eduardo Escobar’s two-out double in the ninth

inning drove in the winning run, capping a late rally
by Minnesota for a much-needed victory over Texas.

Joe Mauer and Miguel Sano tied the game with
RBI doubles in the eighth, and Glen Perkins (1-3)
pitched a scoreless ninth to pick up the win, just the
seventh for the Twins in 23 games since the All-Star
break. Spencer Patton (1-1) quickly got the first two
outs in the ninth, but he walked Kurt Suzuki before
reaching the bottom of the order with Escobar, who
grounded a full-count fastball down the right-field
line. Suzuki scored easily and the Twins were able to
smile and dance.

GIANTS 3, ASTROS 1
Madison Bumgarner pitched a five-hitter with 12

strikeouts, Brandon Belt broke up a pitcher’s duel
with two solo homers, and San Francisco beat
Houston. Belt’s homers, in the fourth and sixth
innings, gave him 17 this season to match his career
high also done in 2013. It was his third career multi-
homer game and second this year for the defending
champion Giants, who bounced back at home after
being swept by the Cubs in four games over the

weekend at Wrigley Field. Bumgarner (13-6) out-
pitched fellow southpaw Scott Kazmir (6-7) in an
anticipated interleague matchup of top lefties for
the World Series MVP’s eighth career complete
game and second this season. He didn’t walk a bat-

ter in the 105-pitch gem. Kazmir, who had allowed
only one earned run for a 0.44 ERA in three starts
since joining his hometown Astros in a July 23 trade
from Oakland, committed two throwing errors
while losing his second straight start.

WHITE SOX 3, ANGELS 0
Carlos Rodon threw seven scoreless innings,

Trayce Thompson hit his first career home run and
Chicago beat Los Angeles.

Rodon (5-4) had struggled in his previous four
starts, going 1-2 with a 9.33 ERA. He did consider-
ably better Tuesday, striking out a career-high 11,
allowing four hits and finishing seven innings for
the first time for the White Sox, who have won the
first two of the three-game series.

Hector Santiago (7-6) was making his first start
at U.S. Cellular Field since being acquired by Los
Angeles from the White Sox in a December 2013
three-team deal. He pitched 5 1/3 innings and gave
up three runs and four hits while striking out four.

That wasn’t enough to prevent the Angels from
losing their eighth straight on the road, their
longest streak since dropping nine in July 1993.

PADRES 11, REDS 6
Colin Rea pitched well into the sixth inning in his

major league debut and Jedd Gyorko homered and
drove in four runs as San Diego beat Cincinnati.

San Diego scored three runs in the first and five
more in the second as they chased Cincinnati
starter Michael Lorenzen. Lorenzen (3-8) gave up
seven runs on seven hits in his shortest outing of
the season. Rea (1-0) picked up the win after allow-
ing three runs on seven hits while striking out four
and walking one. Gyorko singled home two runs in
the first and then belted a two-run homer off the
second-deck facade in in left field when Dylan
Axelrod came in to replace Lorenzen in the second.
The Padres added three more runs in the third, giv-
ing Rea a comfortable advantage.

RAYS 2, BRAVES 0
Erasmo Ramirez pitched efficiently into the

eighth inning for his first win in more than a month,
Kevin Kiermaier hit a two-run homer and Tampa Bay
beat Atlanta. Kiermaier’s fifth home run of the sea-
son - and first since June 3 - came off Williams Perez
one out after Asdrubal Cabrera’s infield single. Perez
(4-3) gave up four hits in his first career complete
game. Ramirez (9-4) won for the first time in five
starts since July 10. Xavier Cedeno got his first save.

MARLINS 5, RED SOX 4
Dee Gordon tripled to lead off the 10th inning

and scored on a walk-off base hit by Justin Bour to
lift Miami to a come-from-behind win over Boston.

The Red Sox led 4-0 in the sixth inning before the
Marlins climbed back into the game with two runs in
the sixth, one in the seventh and one in the ninth
before Bour’s heroics in the 10th. Bryan Morris (4-3)
earned the victory with a scoreless 10th. Five Marlins’
relievers combined to retire the final 13 Boston hitters.

DIAMONDBACKS 13, PHILLIES 1
David Peralta hit a grand slam in an 11-run sec-

ond inning and tied a career high with five RBIs,
leading the Arizona Diamondbacks to a victory over
Philadelphia. The 11 runs - all off starter David
Buchanan - were the second-most scored in an
inning in Diamondbacks’ history. Peralta and Aaron
Hill hit home runs and Jeremy Hellickson becoming
the second pitcher in club history to collect two hits
in one inning. Hellickson (8-8) allowed an unearned
run and seven hits and struck out six, improving to
6-1 in his last seven home starts. The 11 runs
allowed by the Phillies were the most they gave up
since allowing 12 on May 31, 1975. — AP

SEATTLE: Mariners’ Nelson Cruz shatters his bat on a fly ball against the Baltimore Orioles in the fifth inning of a baseball game. Cruz was out on the play. — AP

Mariners edge Orioles, Indians roll

MLB results/standings

Toronto 4, Oakland 2; NY Mets 4, Colorado 0; Tampa Bay 2, Atlanta 0; Cleveland 5, NY Yankees
4 (16 innings); Miami 5, Boston 4 (10 innings); Chicago Cubs 6, Milwaukee 3; Minnesota 3,
Texas 2; Chicago White Sox 3, LA Angels 0; Kansas City 6, Detroit 1; St. Louis 4, Pittsburgh 3;
Arizona 13, Philadelphia 1; Seattle 6, Baltimore 5 (10 innings); LA Dodgers 5, Washington 0;
San Diego 11, Cincinnati 6; San Francisco 3, Houston 1.

American League
Eastern Division

W L PCT GB
NY Yankees 61 50 .550 -       
Toronto 62 52 .544 0.5   
Baltimore 57 55 .509 4.5   
Tampa Bay 57 56 .504 5       
Boston 50 63 .442 12      

Central Division
Kansas City 68 44 .607 -       
Minnesota 56 56 .500 12      
Detroit 54 59 .478 14.5  
Chicago White Sox 53 58 .477 14.5  
Cleveland 52 59 .468 15.5  

Western Division
Houston 61 53 .535 -       
LA Angels 59 53 .527 1       
Texas 55 56 .495 4.5   
Seattle 53 61 .465 8       
Oakland 51 63 .447 10      

National League
Eastern Division

NY Mets 61 52 .540 -       
Washington 58 54 .518 2.5   
Atlanta 51 62 .451 10      
Miami 45 68 .398 16      
Philadelphia 45 69 .395 16.5  

Central Division
St. Louis 72 40 .643 -       
Pittsburgh 65 45 .591 6       
Chicago Cubs 63 48 .568 8.5   
Cincinnati 49 62 .441 22.5  
Milwaukee 48 66 .421 25      

Western Division
LA Dodgers 63 50 .558 -       
San Francisco 60 52 .536 2.5   
Arizona 56 56 .500 6.5   
San Diego 54 60 .474 9.5   
Colorado 47 64 .423 15      

CLEVELAND: New York Yankees’ Stephen Drew can’t get to a single hit by Cleveland
Indians’ Yan Gomes in the eighth inning of a baseball game. — AP
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GALLE: Off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin grabbed
six wickets as India bowled out Sri Lanka for 183
but then stumbled briefly in reply in a rousing start
to the first Test yesterday.

Twelve wickets fell on the opening day and
India were themselves reduced to 28-2 before they
recovered to post 128 without further loss by
stumps at the Galle International Stadium.

Opener Shikhar Dhawan was unbeaten on 53
and skipper Virat Kohli was on 45 during a third-
wicket stand of 100, leaving India just 56 runs away
from the lead. Dhammika Prasad trapped Lokesh
Rahul leg-before for seven and Rohit Sharma 

fell in similar fashion to Angelo Mathews for
nine, but Dhawan and Kohli stepped in to deny Sri
Lanka further success. Ashwin, playing a Test match
on Sri Lankan soil for the first time, finished with six
for 46 — his 11th five-wicket haul-as the home
team were bowled out in 49.4 overs after they won
the toss and elected to bat.

Leg-spinner Amit Mishra, one of the three spin-
ners in the Indian team on an unusually dry pitch,
took two wickets off successive balls to hasten the
end.

Ashwin said the two early wickets taken by
seamers Ishant Sharma and Varun Aaron, which
reduced  Sri Lanka to 15-2, made his work easier.

“Once the seamers did their job, it was very sim-
ple after that,” he said.  “I just wanted to get into my
stride pretty strongly and start with a good
rhythm.”

‘TACKY WICKET’ 
Ashwin said he expected the pitch to play slow-

er as the game progressed, making it tough for
both batsmen and bowlers.

“The wicket was really tacky in the morning and
the ball was just deviating enough,” he said. “But as
the game goes on, it is going to get really slow.
One will have to work harder to get wickets. “From
that aspect, we need to bat really well and see
where we go from here.” Mathews top-scored for
Sri Lanka with 64 and Dinesh Chandimal led a
charmed  life to make 59, the pair sharing a valu-
able 79-run partnership for the sixth wicket after
their team had collapsed to 60-5 before lunch.

Chandimal-lucky to survive a dropped catch by
wicket-keeper Wriddhiman Saha off Ishant in the
second over after lunch when he was on five-hit
nine boundaries. Mathews brought up his half-cen-
tury with a six over long-on against veteran spinner
Harbhajan Singh. He also hit six fours. Chandimal
said the early moisture in the wicket made batting
difficult, but acknowledged that the Indians
bowled well. “It was not easy to bat in the morning
and India used the conditions well to make it
tough for us,” he said. “The pitch eased out later in
the day.

“We have not seen so much turn on the first day
at Galle before. This sort of turn, one usually gets
on the fourth or fifth day. We will try to restrict
India as much as we can and obviously try and bat
better in the second innings.”

Kumar Sangakkara, playing the first of his last

two Tests before retiring from international cricket,
walked in to the bursting of firecrackers and warm
applause from some 1,500 home fans.

But the left-hander, the leading run-scorer in
Tests among those still playing, faced just 12 deliv-
eries before falling in the first over after the drinks

break for five. Sangakkara punched the third ball
from Ashwin straight to silly-point fielder Rahul,
who gleefully held on to the sharp chance. Mishra
removed Chandimal and Tharindu Kaushal off suc-
cessive deliveries, but last man Nuwan Pradeep
denied the bowler a hat-trick. — AFP

GALLE: Sri Lanka’s Dinesh Chandimal plays a shot during the first cricket Test match between India and Sri Lanka yesterday. — AP

Ashwin stuns Sri Lanka

SRI LANKA: Indian cricketer Ravichandran Ashwin celebrates after dismissing Sri Lankan cricketer
Dhammika Prasad during the first day of the opening Test cricket match. — AFP

MELBOURNE: Australia cricket coach Darren
Lehmann has publicly apologized for his team’s
dismal performance in its Ashes series loss to
England.

In a column posted on the Cricket Australia
website Wednesday, Lehman admitted the team
was “poor” during the current series, adding “we
have been outplayed by a superior opponent
and, as coaching staff, players and selectors, we
fully accept the blame for our losses at Edgbaston
and Trent Bridge,” Australia suffered a humiliating
defeat by an innings and 78 runs in the fourth
test at Trent Bridge to lose the Ashes 3-1 with one
match left, coming after a 169-run defeat in

Cardiff to start the series and  an eight-wicket loss
at Edgbaston in the third test.

“Not only do we want to be accountable for
our efforts, but on behalf of our team I want to
apologize for the manner in which we have lost,
especially to those tour groups and individual
fans who paid to travel to the UK to watch us and
to the millions more tuning in at home,” Lehmann
said. “We understand how disappointing the
series has been, and I can reassure you we are
doing our very best as a group to identify the
areas in which we need to improve in order to
ensure we get better as a team,” he added.

Lehmann also defended soon-to-retire captain

Michael Clarke who has come in for criticism from
Australian media and former players for his part
in the Ashes performance and his decision to
retire. “Michael deserves the chance to go out
with the respect and dignity that he has
undoubtedly earned over a fantastic career, and I
want to see that career suitably celebrated,” he
said. “As a coach and as a selection panel, we
know how much pressure and scrutiny comes
with the job of captaining Australia’s test team
and we want him to enjoy some time with his
family who have come over to see him play his
final test.” The fifth and final Ashes test will be
played from Aug. 20 at The Oval. — AP

Lehmann apologizes for 
‘poor’ Ashes campaign

DURBAN: Despite missing several key play-
ers, New Zealand are confident they can con-
tinue their growth as a team when they take
on South Africa in two Twenty20 internation-
als and three one-day internationals this
month. The first T20 is at Kingsmead in
Durban Friday and New Zealand go into the
match fresh from a crushing 80-run win over
Zimbabwe in a one-off match in Harare last
Sunday. The Black Caps also won a one-day
series in Zimbabwe, recovering from a sur-
prise seven-wicket defeat in the first match to
win the next two convincingly.

New Zealand have come a long way since
their previous visit to South Africa in 2012-13
when they were thrashed in two Test match-
es before coming back strongly to win a one-
day series.

Coach Mike Hesson says that tour was the
start of a New Zealand renaissance. “We
hadn’t won a series in SA and we were under-
strength, so to win that was a big achieve-
ment for us. “That was the start of a pretty big
two years, culminating in a World Cup final
and the Test team moving up the rankings
steadily.” Hesson started the 2012-13 tour
with major question marks over his role as
coach after Ross Taylor was controversially
deposed as captain.

But New Zealand have soared since the
appointment of Brendon McCullum as skip-
per. They have won four and drawn three of
their last seven Test series, while the one-day
side played thrilling cricket to reach the
World Cup final against fellow co-hosts

Australia this year.
“A true test of a side is how well they go

away from home,” said Hesson.  “We have
started to win series away from home on a
relatively consistent basis and that’s a sign
that we are making progress.”

New Zealand beat South Africa by four
wickets with one ball to spare in the World
Cup semi-finals, but hopes of a meaningful
rematch have effectively been dashed in
terms of playing personnel.

McCullum has been rested for the tour
together with fast bowler Tim Southee.
Injuries have ruled out Taylor, all-rounder
Corey Anderson and Trent Boult, who formed
a highly effective fast bowling combination
with Southee. South Africa will be missing
batsman JP Duminy and fast bowler Morne
Morkel, who are on paternity leave. Morkel
will  be available for the T20 games but
Duminy will miss all the matches.

South Africa will seek to atone for a disap-
pointing tour of Bangladesh, where they
were beaten in a one-day series and had to
settle for rain-hit draws in the two Tests.

While Duminy and Morkel will be away for
the birth of their first children, star batsman
AB de Villiers is back after missing the one-
day and Test matches in Bangladesh on
paternity leave. David Wiese, who has previ-
ously played in T20 internationals, is likely to
win a first one-day cap as South Africa seek
to rectify the lack of a genuine all-rounder,
which was one of their weaknesses at the
World Cup. — AFP

New Zealand seek to 
continue improvement

SYDNEY: Cricket Australia yesterday named a
refreshed squad for one-day internationals
against England, with all-rounder Marcus
Stoinis, spinner Ashton Agar and batsman Joe
Burns set to make debuts. Australia claimed
their fifth World Cup in the 50-over game in
March but since then wicketkeeper Brad Haddin
and Test captain Michael Clarke have
announced their retirement from the format.
Fast bowlers Mitchell Johnson and Josh
Hazlewood are also being rested after Australia’s
unsuccessful Ashes campaign against England,
which followed a Test series in the West Indies.

“The squad we have selected has a few fresh
faces in it as well as some experienced players
that will provide us with the right balance,” said
selectors’ chairman Rod Marsh.

Marsh said Burns, 25, had impressed while
playing in India for Australia A, where last week
he blasted 154 from 131 balls against India A in
Chennai. Burns proved he was “a very capable
young batsman who has experience opening”,
said Marsh. Stoinis, 25, was considered a handy
all-rounder to replace James Faulkner who was
not considered for the series after being convict-
ed of drink-driving in England last month.

Left-arm spinner Agar, who scored a memo-
rable 98 in his Test debut against England in

2013, also hit form in India after returning from
shoulder surgery, Marsh said.

Matthew Wade takes over the wicketkeeping
position from Haddin and will play his first ODI
since November 2014 while Steven Smith,
expected to be named as Test captain following
Clarke’s retirement, is named skipper. Current
T20 captain Aaron Finch was not selected after
fracturing his foot while playing for Yorkshire
last month.

“The reality is Aaron isn’t fit for selection at
this stage and he also hasn’t played as much
cricket as we would have liked him to following
a couple of serious injuries,” Marsh said.

“He will return to Yorkshire, fitness depend-
ent, for a few games of four-day cricket at the
end of the season as he prepares for the
Australian summer.”

Leg-spinner Cameron Boyce has been includ-
ed for selection for the T20 International game.
The Australian Test team has endured a tough
tour in Britain so far, losing the Ashes series
ahead of the fifth and final Test which begins at
The Oval on August 20. Australia will play a one-
off ODI against Ireland in Belfast on 27 August
and a T20 match against England on 31 August
in Cardiff. They will then play five ODIs against
England beginning 3 September. —AFP

Burns, Agar in Australia 
squad to face England

Ashton Agar
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Usain Bolt

SYDNEY: Usain Bolt’s showdown with Justin Gatlin
was always going to be the most highly anticipated
clash of the world athletics championships in
Beijing, but with track and field rocked by recent
doping allegations it now looks like being a battle
for the very soul of the sport.

The International Association of Athletics
Federations (IAAF) hit back robustly at charges it
failed to act on hundreds of suspicious tests after
data from thousands of blood samples were leaked
to media organisations. Calling the allegations “sen-
sationalist and confusing”, the IAAF defended its
drugs testing procedures and said it was cooperat-
ing with the independent World Anti-Doping
Agency (WADA) in an investigation.

What cannot be disputed, however, is that Gatlin
is a proven drugs cheat with two positive tests for
banned substances that would have resulted in a
life ban had he not cooperated with the authorities.
Bolt, on the other hand, is the most bankable track
and field athlete of the modern era.

His clean doping record is as much a part of his
huge popularity as his undoubted charisma and
dominance of men’s sprinting for much of the last
seven years. The prospect, therefore, of Gatlin
emerging as champion of the blue riband sprint on
the evening of Aug. 23 in Beijing could deal another
hammer blow to the credibility of the sport.

“You are talking about the most significant, the
best loved, best known, most iconic track and field
athlete out there, Usain Bolt,” Bob Dorfman, a sports
marketing expert at Baker Street Advertising in San
Francisco, told Reuters.

“So if he got beat by somebody who has had
drug issues in the past it wouldn’t help the sport.”
Unfortunately for the IAAF, that is a scenario which
looks to have every chance of panning out.

While world record holder Bolt has struggled to
hit his straps this season, the 33-year-old Gatlin is in
the form of his life and unbeaten over 100 and
200m since 2013.

“The average person, when they look at his age
and see the fact he has been suspended in the past,
I think a lot of people are just going to look at it and
say, ‘well he found a way around the testing,’” said
George Belch, a sports marketing professor at San
Diego State University.

“Given his age, people are going to have a diffi-
cult time accepting the fact that he could be run-
ning faster than ever.” Even if Gatlin fails to beat
Bolt, his compatriot Tyson Gay or Jamaican Asafa
Powell might. Both have served doping bans in the
last two years.

SPORTING STRATOSPHERE
Bolt has always prided himself on being a “big

meeting” runner, however, and could yet rediscover
the form that sent him rocketing into the sporting

stratosphere on two sultry evenings at the same
Bird’s Nest stadium in 2008.

Since he won both the 100 and 200m in world
record times at the Beijing Olympics, only a false
start in the 100 at the 2011 world championships in
Daegu prevented Bolt from sweeping the sprint
titles at all four major global meetings.

The 28-year-old Jamaican is by far the best-
known of the 2,000 athletes expected to compete
over the nine days of the championships from Aug.
22-30.

That number is unlikely to drop much despite
the IAAF initiating disciplinary action against 28

athletes on Tuesday after re-testing samples from
the 2005 and 2007 world championships with new
technology. Most of those responsible for the 32
adverse results have retired or are already serving
bans, the IAAF said. The cloud of doping is sure to
hang as heavily as the Beijing smog over the last
days of Lamine Diack’s 16-year reign as IAAF presi-
dent, which will come to an end next Wednesday.

Sebastian Coe and Sergey Bubka, two great ath-
letes and Olympians, will contest the election to
succeed the Senegalese and take on the task of

reviving their sport.
To say that whoever wins will face a challenge

tougher than anything they encountered in their
much-decorated careers would be something of an
understatement. “Obviously track and field is not a
top-of-line sport except during Olympic years,”
Dorfman added. “So any sort of scandal is going to
hurt the event and is going to hurt it more just
because legitimacy is such an issue. “It’s similar to
the Tour de France. You talk about cycling and what
scandal has done to that sport and how it is just not
taken a seriously as it used to be. I would put it in
that same category.”— Reuters

Doping scandal gives Bolt-Gatlin 
showdown new significance

KOHLER:  After missing the cut in back-to-
back majors and slumping to 278th in the
world rankings, golf superstar Tiger Woods
heads into the 97th PGA Championship talk-
ing of relatively modest goals. The 14-time
major champion, who has spent his career
looking for a win every time he tees it up,
spoke Tuesday about finding the consistency
he needs just to put himself into contention. “I
don’t know my exact ranking right now,”
Woods said as he prepared for the final major
of 2015, which tees off at Whistling Straits on
Thursday. “I know I’m in the 200s somewhere.
But as far as paying attention to it, no.

“I’m just trying to get better. I’m just trying
to get up there where I can win tournaments,
get my game organized so I can be consistent
on a tournament basis where I’m going to
give myself a chance to win each and every
event I play in.

“That’s what I have done over most of my
career. And I’d like to get to that point again
where I could do that.” Woods has lifted the
PGA Championship trophy four times and
recalled his first victory, at Medinah in 1999, as
pivotal. It was his second major title-after his
1997 Masters triumph-after which he had
embarked on the first reconstruction of his
swing. “I just remember when I won that PGA
in ‘99 the sense of relief because of how hard I
had worked to get to that point all over again,”
Woods said. That victory, however, was just
one of his eight on the US tour that year a
drastic contrast to his fortunes in 2015.
Woods, 39, has missed the cut in three of his
nine starts this year, including at the US and
British Opens. He shot an 82 in Phoenix and
an 85 at the Memorial, his worst pro rounds,
and admits he never thought it would take so
long to put things together after his 2014
back surgery was followed by swing changes
he has yet to fully dial in.

Without a solid showing at Whistling
Straits to boost his chances of making the US
PGA Tour’s FedEx Cup playoffs, Woods could
find himself finishing a disappointing season
on a low note. “I don’t look at it that way,”
Woods said. “I’m just looking at getting my
game better for years to come. “If I play well,
I’ll play in tournaments. If I don’t, then I have
more time to practice and get ready for the
following events, for the next season and
what I do on a global level.”

Woods has noted that a harsher spotlight
shines on his struggles, with peers and pun-
dits weighing in on how he might best turn
things around. Woods says he tunes out the
unsolicited advice.

“They can only describe from their own
experiences. And not everyone has gone
through what I’ve had to go through.” Woods
said. “I have some people that are very close to
me that have really helped me over the years
and that I trust. And I think that’s probably the
biggest thing is the trust factor.” — AFP

Woods searching
for consistency

Justin Gatlin

KOHLER: The shock that Martin Kaymer felt as
he hoisted his first major trophy at the PGA
Championship at Whistling Straits five years ago
heralded a tough adjustment to a new status as
a sports star. Kaymer, then 25, outlasted Bubba
Watson in a three-hole aggregate playoff to
become the first German after Bernhard Langer
to win one of golf’s four major titles.

“I don’t even know if you’re happy at that
moment, because you’re so in shock,” Kaymer
recalled on Wednesday, as he prepared to tee it
up again in the 97th PGA Championship at
Whistling Straits.

“I was really in shock. You could see my cele-
bration was pretty much nothing, because I did-
n’t really realize what was happening.”

Kaymer would go on to win the KLM Open
and Dunhill Links Championship and to help
Europe win the Ryder Cup in 2010, and in 2011
he ascended to number one in the world.

But by 2012, Kaymer-disenchanted with the
media attention that accompanied his rise-was

struggling on the course. “When you win a major
then you become number one in the world, you
get a lot more attention and you need to adjust
as a person,” Kaymer said.

Looking back, he feels he relied too much on
the advice of others, rather than pursuing
opportunities that appealed to him. Now, he
says, “I would have done a few more things the
way I wanted it”.

That would include skipping the chat shows
where “you talk about stuff that you talk about
for the last 10 years already ... it’s a waste for
everyone.” Although Kaymer delivered a Ryder
Cup-clinching putt for Europe in 2012, he failed
to post a win in 2013.

He rebounded in 2014, when his Players
Championship win presaged a dominant US
Open triumph at Pinehurst. However, Kaymer
returns to the course where he first established
himself among golf’s elite seeking a first win of
2015.

Kaymer looked poised to win the Abu Dhabi

HSBC Golf Championship in January for a third
time when he took a six-shot lead into the final
round, but collapsed on Sunday to finish third.

His only top 10 PGA Tour finish this season
was his tie for sixth in the WGC HSBC Champions
in Shanghai back in November.

“ The beginning of the season was fine,”
Kaymer said, but he derailed himself with too
fixed a focus on the Masters. “The preparation
was all about the Masters, and I did so much,
probably way too much practice,” Kaymer said.

“Too much in the gym, too much focus on
only one tournament and then didn’t perform
the way I wanted because I was going into the
Masters a little bit tired already.”

Kaymer admitted it took him several weeks to
get over the disappointment of his missed cut at
Augusta National, but he feels his game has
come around.

“The last few weeks I played really good golf,”
Kaymer said. “The score didn’t really reflect it,
but sooner or later it will.” — AFP

Kaymer older, wiser upon 
return to Whistling Straits

WHISTLING STRAITS: Jordan Spieth hits a drive on the third hole during a practice round for the PGA Championship golf tournament
yesterday. —AP

WHISTLING STRAITS: Tiger Woods
watches a shot during a practice round
for the PGA Championship golf tourna-
ment. — AP

LONDON: A barely noticed incident in a
long-forgotten warm-up match perhaps was
key to England winning the World Cup in
2003, says the man who lifted the Webb Ellis
trophy on that Sydney night 12 years ago.

As England prepare to face France on
Saturday in the first of three warm-ups for
the 2015 tournament, Martin Johnson
believes those matches can have an impact
far beyond the obvious settling of selection
issues. In August 2003 England, with only a
handful of regulars in the side, lost 17-16 to
France in Marseille in what turned out to be
their only defeat in 25 matches.

And while famous away victories over
New Zealand and Australia two months
earlier are more commonly cited as key
stepping stones to their World Cup victory,
Johnson revealed that the Marseille defeat
made a particularly useful contribution.

“The interesting thing with that game
was that we had an opportunity to drop a
goal to win it but the guys were drifting out
to the left, wide out and in the end we
weren’t able to take a shot, Johnson told
Reuters in an interview on Wednesday.

“I was watching in the crowd thinking
‘where are we going, don’t go there?’ “If
you’re making a pass directly backwards
the defence has all that way to run. If you
have to pass infield it cuts down the room
you have.” Two months later, in the last
minute of extra-time in the World Cup final
with the scores level, England set about
manoeuvring themselves into place for a
drop goal. After Matt Dawson’s sniping run,
it was Johnson who picked up the ball and
drove on for more key metres-towards the
posts of course. “Was what happened in
Marseille on our minds?,” Johnson pon-
dered.

DROP GOAL
“I can’t remember thinking about it at

that moment but we had certainly dis-
cussed it.” Dawson duly fed Jonny
Wilkinson to slot the goal which was this
week voted: “The most priceless moment in
World Cup history,” in a survey by tourna-

ment sponsor Mastercard.
Having captained the British and Irish

Lions when a Jeremy Guscott drop goal
clinched the series in South Africa in 1997;
and played in the 1995 World Cup quarter-
final when Rob Andrew’s beat Australia,
Johnson is, unsurprisingly, unapologetic
about “resorting” to that route, despite
often widespread derision from some in
the southern hemisphere.

“Drop goals have always been there.
When they invented the game if you didn’t
kick goals you didn’t get any points, that’s
why it’s called rugby football,” Johnson said.

“Look at New Zealand in the 2007 semi
against France-just pop it over and go
through-but they didn’t. “Two World Cup
finals and a 1999 semi-final were won by
drop goals in extra time so you have to
have it in your armory- and the referee was
never going to give us a penalty in that
2003 final.” England and Australia will meet
again in the 2015 tournament, this time in
the pool phase where they also face Wales
and an in-form Fiji.

Even getting out of that pool will be a
challenge, but winning it looks key as the
runners-up will most likely have to get past
South Africa and New Zealand to reach the
final. Johnson, whose spell as England
coach ended with their meek quarter-final
loss to France in the 2011 World Cup, is
confident that England will not suffer the
ignominy of going out before the knockout
stage for the first time.

“It starts first kick for England (in the
Sept. 18 tournament opener against Fiji)
and doesn’t really drop off,” he said. “It’s not
as settled a team as Stuart Lancaster would
have probably liked, but that’s how it’s
been for England coaches for the last 12
years. There are still a few positions to be
nailed down but he has got a pretty wide
base of experience in there. “I  think
England, at home, will find a way but a
good team is going to go out of that group,
that’s for sure. “Having said that, if you can’t
get out of that group you were never going
to win it anyway.” — Reuters

Marseille moment helped us 
win World Cup, says Johnson

LONDON: Top of the table and with a treble
in their sights, Leeds appear to be an
unstoppable juggernaut but Mitch Garbutt
has a warning for the rest of Super League -
their best is yet to come.

Garbutt-who signed halfway through
this season from the Brisbane Broncos -=
was a stand-out performer in his first start
for the Rhinos last time out as they disman-
tled Warrington to kick off the Super Eights
in style. But with a Challenge Cup final at the
end of the month, a battle for the League
Leaders Shield in full swing and a clash with
second-placed Wigan this Friday, the prop
has not had much of a chance to draw
breath. And the 26-year-old insisted both he
and his team-mates are working hard to
ensure they peak at the right moment.

“We played really well against
Warrington in patches,” he said. “It was my
first start and I thought I went OK but there
is always room for improvement.

“I don’t think we are playing our best
though, there are still a few things that we
need to improve on. “The Super Eights is
massively exciting, there is a big game every
week so you cannot take anything for grant-
ed. “The treble would be a massive achieve-
ment, but to win all three we know we have
to just focus on week by week.”

This Friday sees in-form Wigan arrive at
Headingley for what will be the fourth meet-
ing between the two sides this season
already.

‘ARM-WRESTLE’ 
Wigan hold a 2-1 edge in the series and

have been boosted by the news that
Michael McIlorum this week signed a new
two-year extension with the club.

The Rhinos by contrast have been hit by
the broken arm suffered by Paul Aiton but
Garbutt is confident his side can cover for
their absent hooker. “Wigan are a really
strong side, we know we are going to be in
an arm wrestle,” he added. “Losing Paul is a
massive blow, he has been brilliant but Rob
Burrow is world-class and it is a great chance
for two youngsters in Jordan Lilley and
Robbie Ward.” Also in the Super Eights,
Castleford host Warrington and Tigers skip-
per Michael Shenton has demanded an
improvement if they are to crack the top
four for the second season in a row.

“It was pretty pleasing to get the win
against Hull, but there were mistakes in
there and we have to focus on improving
against Warrington as we can’t afford to con-
tinue doing that in these Super Eights
games,” he said. —AFP

Leeds still to hit top form
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Suarez joins 
Ronaldo, 
Messi on 
UEFA top 
player list
PARIS: Barcelona’s Uruguay for-
ward Luis Suarez was yesterday
named on a three-man shortlist
for UEFA’s Best Player in Europe
award for 2014/15.

The 28-year-old joins peren-
nial top player nominees Lionel
Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo.
Suarez’s Barca teammate Messi
won the inaugural UEFA Best
Player in Europe award in 2011
while Real Madrid’s Ronaldo is
the current holder. 

Messi is the big favorite as
Barcelona won the treble of
Champions League, La Liga and
Copa del Rey last season, while
he helped Argentina reach the
Copa America final.

The award will be handed
out in Monaco on August 27
during the draw for the group
stages of the Champions
League.

Behind the top three,
Juventus goalkeeper Gianluigi
Buffon was fourth, Barca’s Brazil
forward Neymar fifth and Eden
Hazard of Chelsea sixth. —AFP

SPAIN: A combination of file pictures shows (from left) Barcelona’s Argentinian forward Lionel Messi, Barcelona’s Urugayan forward Luis Suarez and Real Madrid’s Portuguese forward Cristiano Ronaldo.
Barcelona’s stars Lionel Messi and Luis Suarez are up against Real Madrid’s Cristiano Ronaldo for UEFA’s 2014-2015 Best Player award which will be awarded on August 27. — AFP

BERLIN: Bayern Munich kick-off the new
Bundesliga season at home to Hamburg on
Friday with the Bavarians bidding for an his-
toric fourth league title and Pep Guardiola
tight-lipped over his future.

Bayern’s head coach is about to start the
third and final season of his contract and will
reveal his future plans over the course of the
campaign.

Global broadcaster BeIN Sport insists he
has already signed a four-year deal to join
Manchester City for the 2016/17 season, while
Bayern chairman Karl-Heinz Rummenigge is
eager to extend Pep’s stay.

Bayern’s senior figures regularly claim the
Bundesliga title remains the priority each sea-
son, but Guardiola was brought in to bring

Champions League glory to the Bavarians.
Having exited the semi-finals at the hands

of Real Madrid, then Barcelona in their two
seasons under Guardiola, Bayern bosses hope
it will be a case of third-time lucky this term.

Whatever Guardiola decides, Bayern will
have to adjust to life without midfield general
Bastian Schweinsteiger, who has quit Bayern
after 13 seasons for another famous red shirt
at Manchester United. Munich are the big
favourites to win the German league again
and become the first to win a fourth-straight
crown. But Guardiola’s men have lost six of
their last eight competitive fixtures, including
defeat to last season’s runners-up VfL
Wolfsburg on penalties in Germany’s Super
Cup. There were no surprises in Sunday’s 3-1

win at fifth-tier Noettingen in the first round of
the German Cup, though. New signing Arturo
Vidal gave the visitors an early lead and after
the hosts pulled level, Mario Goetze and
Robert Lewandowski scored for Bayern.

“It was a good test for the Bundesliga open-
er on Friday,” said Goetze. “We are prepared for
the season, we’re in good spirits and we’re
looking forward to it.”

Bayern’s advantage at the top has reduced
year on year over the past three seasons and
their main rivals are likely to be Wolfsburg and
Moenchengladbach again.

Borussia Dortmund are an unknown pack-
age under new coach Thomas Tuchel, after
Jurgen Klopp quit at the end of last season.
They are looking to once again challenge

Bayern’s title stranglehold, which shows only
vague signs of weakening.

Their record 25-point cushion over
Dortmund in the 2012/13 season was reduced
to a comfortable 19 points in 2013/14 while
they ‘only ’ enjoyed a ten point-lead over
Wolves last term. Bayern have boosted their
midfield options with Chile international Vidal
set to bring his box-to-box energy while Brazil
winger Douglas Costa can cover for either
injury-prone Arjen Robben or Franck Ribery.
Around the league, Germany internationals
have returned home with striker Kevin Kuranyi
joining Hoffenheim after a five-year stint with
Dynamo Moscow and Augsburg winger Piotr
Trochowski is back from Sevilla.

Yoshinori Muto is the latest big-name

Japanese player to grace the Bundesliga hav-
ing signed for Mainz from FC Tokyo. The
Bundesliga’s new teams are Bavaria’s
Ingolstadt, who are making their debut in
Germany’s top flight, while Darmstadt are
back after a 33-year absence.

They failed to stay up on their brief
sojourns into the Bundesliga in 1978/79 and
1981/82 and the Lillies will have to prove
themselves to avoid a swift return to the sec-
ond division. Fans are still lapping up live
Bundesliga football, though, as an average of
43,500 fans went to each match last season.
The figure dwarves England’s Premier League
where the average is 36,200, while Spain’s La
Liga has 27,000 fans watching each game and
Italy’s Serie A a modest 22,200. — AFP

Bayern eye historic fourth title

LONDON: Manchester City midfielder Yaya
Toure says he was “unfairly” criticised last sea-
son for a perceived dip in form but insisted he
could not care less. The Ivory Coast captain
was at his marauding best against West
Bromwich Albion, scoring a brace in his club’s
Premier League opener on Monday.

“For me, I’m quite surprised. Last season
was not the best season for us, but second in
the table, I think, is not bad at all,” the 32-year-
old was quoted as saying by the British media.

“There has been a lot of criticism about me
but it was not a bad season. Twelve goals and
I won the Copa (Africa Cup of Nations) for my
country. It’s not bad at all.

“I know what I want, I know what I have to
do. I don’t care what people are saying about
me,” he said. One of the most dominant play-
ers in European football when on song, Toure

insisted he was “not back”, as had been widely
reported. “I’ve always been there. People have
to understand football is not talking about
one player, it’s about the team. I hope this
year is going to be fine for us,” Toure said. “The
important thing is we have a target. That is to
bounce back like we did two seasons ago.

“The Premier League is very tough. There’s
a very long way to go. There’s 37 more games,
we want to be fully aware of all that’s coming,”
he said. City host champions Chelsea at the
Etihad Stadium on Sunday and the impor-
tance of the match is not lost on Toure. “We
have a massive game on Sunday against a
direct rival. I hope it will be a good one for us,”
the former Barcelona player said.

“Sunday is going to be tough again-after
that we have Everton. I think it is a strong
start. We are fully focused this year.” — Reuters

I’m not back, I was 
always there - Toure

BARCELONA: Barcelona can extend their trophy
haul this year to five when they face Athletic
Bilbao in the Spanish Super Cup while much of
the attention will again be on the future of
unsettled striker Pedro and whether he starts in
the first leg tomorrow.

Despite Neymar’s illness Pedro was surpris-
ingly left out of the starting lineup to face Sevilla
in Tuesday’s European Super Cup but they need-
ed him to come on and score an extra-time win-
ner in the nine-goal thriller. Tiredness in the first
competitive match of the season certainly
played a role as Barca squandered a three-goal
lead and there will be no let up as they face a
physical Bilbao team.

It is a repeat of the King’s Cup final where
Barca had a comfortable victory but they will
now need to improve defensively if they are to
add to their four pieces of silverware in 2015
having won the treble last season. “We will have
to examine what happened and there is work
for us to do ahead of the next Super Cup game,”
said coach Luis Enrique after the Sevilla victory.

“I am though very happy with the way that

we won and showed the hard work that is nec-
essary.” Barca’s technical secretary Robert
Fernandez has said Pedro wants to leave but
Luis Enrique denied that was why he left him
out of the side.

“He had to stop training two days ago due to
a problem with his leg and so I decided to start
with Rafinha. It is my job to pick the team and
that is what I did,” added Luis Enrique.

Neymar will still be missing against Bilbao
with mumps and Pedro will again be in the
frame to start but at the same time rumours
continue to circulate of a move to Manchester
United. Barca will also be without Jordi Alba
while Bilbao are not at full strength with Iker
Muniain, Mikel Rico and Inaki Williams among
those set to be absent.

“They have important players out but so
have we,” said Athletic forward Aritz Aduriz. “We
need to have all our players available and it is a
big blow for us that we haven’t.” The Super Cup
return leg is at the Camp Nou next Monday
ahead of the start of the La Liga season the fol-
lowing weekend. — Reuters

LONDON: After only one weekend of the
English Premier League season, Chelsea manag-
er Jose Mourinho is in familiar territory :
Embroiled in an irrational dispute and his con-
duct being denounced.

The unexpected target of Mourinho’s ire is
the club doctor whose eagerness to race onto
the field to treat an apparently injured Chelsea
player incensed Mourinho.

Although Mourinho’s spats with referees and
media outlets are commonplace, he is now
being condemned by medical professionals for
the “unjust” axing of Dr. Eva Carneiro from her
match-day role on the Chelsea bench and giv-
ing the impression of not prioritizing players’
welfare. Carneiro’s apparent job downgrading
came after Mourinho publicly criticized the
actions of his medical staff following the open-
ing-day draw with Swansea.

In stoppage time, with Chelsea already down
to 10 men after goalkeeper Thibaut Courtois
was sent off, Eden Hazard was brought down at
Stamford Bridge.

The immediate reaction from Carneiro and
physiotherapist Jon Fearn was to leave the
bench to treat Hazard. The protocol - designed
to limit time-wasting by teams - required the
winger to leave the field for a short time, tem-
porarily leaving Chelsea with only nine players
as the Premier League champions chased a win-
ner. “I was unhappy with my medical staff. They
were impulsive and naive,” Mourinho said after
the game. “Whether you are a kit man, doctor or
secretary on the bench you have to understand
the game.

“You have to know you have one player less
and to assist a player you must be sure he has a
serious problem.” Frustrated at dropping two
points at the start of Chelsea’s title defense,
Mourinho concluded that Hazard “did not have
a serious problem.”

But the Premier League Doctors Group
issued a strong defense on behalf of Carneiro
yesterday, saying the medics were clearly sum-
moned by the referees to attend to Hazard.
Refusing to go onto the field would have
breached the doctor’s duty to a patient, said
Mark Gillett, the group’s chairman who is West
Bromwich Albion’s performance director.

“The Premier League Doctors’ Group consid-
ers that removing Dr. Eva Carneiro from the
Chelsea team bench for their next match is
unjust in the extreme,” Gillett said in a state-
ment. “It is a huge concern that Dr. Carneiro has
... a change in her professional role, merely
because she adhered to her code of profession-
al conduct and did her job properly.”

Carneiro has remained silent in public on the
specifics of the case, but she did issue a rare
social media posting on Sunday as the storm
over Mourinho’s comments swelled.

“I would like to thank the general public for
their overwhelming support,” Carneiro, who
previously worked for the British Olympic
Medical Institute and UK Athletics, wrote on her
verified Facebook account. “Really very much
appreciated.” 

At a club which frowns on back-room staff
beyond Mourinho and his assistant speaking
publicly, such a comment will not have gone

down well -  particularly as it appeared to
expose friction within the club.

Chelsea only said Wednesday “we don’t com-
ment on internal staffing matters” even as the
club is being criticized for seeming to under-
mine player welfare.

“The precedent set by this incident demon-
strates that the medical care of players appears
to be secondary to the result of the game,” said
Gillett, speaking on behalf of the league’s doc-
tors. Gillet said there is a “pressing need to fur-
ther establish and highlight the explicit role of a
Premier League doctor.” Mourinho is likely to be
asked about it when he faces the media ahead
of Sunday’s match against Manchester City, the
team Chelsea took the title from last season.

Mourinho finding a distraction or a scape-
goat is nothing new. Usually, though, the tar-
gets to deflect from his team’s shortcomings are
referees or the media.

By picking a row with a Chelsea colleague,
Mourinho has revived memories of the fall-out
with owner Roman Abramovich which led to his
first period in charge ending in 2007.

That came a month into his third season in
charge - a milestone Mourinho is just weeks
away from reaching in his second spell in the
west London club’s dugout.

Given Mourinho only signed a new four-year
contract last week, his future seems secure. But
the doctor dispute in the opening days of the
season shows that the self-proclaimed “Special
One” is doing little to live up to his pledge on
returning to Chelsea in 2013 to be the “Happy
One.” — AP

Mourinho chided by medics 
for downgrading of doctor

SPAIN: A picture taken on April 22, 2014 shows Chelsea’s Czech goalkeeper Petr Cech (center) leaving the pitch accompanied by team doctor
Eva Carneiro after being injured. Chelsea have sidelined team doctor Eva Carneiro from match-day duties after she fell foul of manager Jose
Mourinho, according to British media reports. — AFP

Barca seek fifth trophy 
in Spanish Super Cup

LONDON: Liverpool’s forgotten left-back Jose
Enrique has vowed to stay at the club and fight
for a starting place despite being “alienated” by
manager Brendan Rodgers, the Liverpool Echo
reported. The 29-year-old Spaniard, who is
entering the final year of his contract at Anfield,
was left out of the club’s pre-season prepara-
tions along with Mario Balotelli and Fabio Borini.

Enrique, who lost his place in the matchday
squad to teenager Joe Gomez for Liverpool’s win
against Stoke City in their season opener, has
been linked with a move to West Bromwich
Albion. But the Spaniard says Liverpool’s lack of
experienced options at left-back could see him
return to first-team action in the coming
months.

“I’m in a difficult position,” Enrique said. “The
club have alienated Balotelli, Borini and me.” “I
have a year left on my contract and I imagine
the club will want to sell, but I still want to stay
and fight as I always have,” he added. “I will not

give up. I know from experience that football
changes from day to night.” Enrique underwent
surgery for a serious knee injury in 2013 and has
failed to recapture his best form for the club
ever since. He has made 66 Premier League
appearances for Liverpool since joining from
Newcastle United in 2011.

“I feel fine after two years with knee discom-
fort. Plus in the squad here we only have one
pure left-back (Alberto Moreno) and I know that
if I stay I’ll play. I want to prove that some are
wrong.” Enrique said moving away from Anfield
would be a step down in his career. “What I think
is that I will not play in a team better than this,”
he said. “Liverpool are a match for Manchester
United. “I had a very good option to return to
Spain, but is complicated because the economy
is very different from what exists here. “The only
teams that can deal with what is paid in England
are Real Madrid and Barcelona, so I would love
to stay here until my legs stop me.” — Reuters

Forgotten man Enrique 
vows to stay at the club
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NEW YORK: A federal judge put the NFL on the
defensive over its four-game suspension of New
England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady yesterday,
demanding to know what evidence directly links
Brady to deflating footballs and belittling the drama
of the controversy.

“What is the direct evidence that implicates
Brady?” Judge Richard M. Berman in Manhattan
repeatedly asked NFL lawyer Daniel L. Nash at the
first hearing in the civil case in federal court in
Manhattan, which was attended by both Brady and
Commissioner Roger Goodell.

Nash responded there was “considerable evi-
dence Mr. Brady clearly knew about this,” including
records of text messages and phone calls between
the quarterback and one of two Patriots employees
implicated in the scandal known as “Deflategate.” But
he also said there was no “smoking gun” showing
Brady had direct knowledge that the balls were
deflated for the first half of the Patriots’ 45-7 defeat of
the Indianapolis Colts in the Jan. 18 AFC champi-
onship. Brady and Goodell didn’t speak during the

hearing, except to introduce themselves to Berman.
Brady, his head lowered, looked dour throughout a
hearing that lasted about 1 hour, 20 minutes.
Immediately afterward, Brady smiled slightly as he
signed sketches for two court artists. Berman than
began meeting individually with each side to contin-
ue settlement discussions in private.

The NFL sued two weeks ago asking for Berman
to declare that its punishment of Brady was properly
carried out. The players’ union countersued, asking
him to nullify the suspension. The judge has signaled
from the start that he wants the parties to reach a
swift settlement. Yesterday, Berman called it “ironic”
that Brady’s statistics were better in the second half
of the AFC championship game, after the balls were
re-inflated. “You might say (Brady) got no better
advantage from the under-inflation,” the judge said.
At one point, the judge also seemed to try to defuse
the controversy, saying: “This Deflategate. I’m not
sure where the ‘gate’ comes from.”

When the union got its chance to argue, the
judge asked attorney Jeffrey L. Kessler why one of

the Patriots employees would deflate balls without
Brady’s knowledge. Kessler said the union does not
believe the balls were deflated but, if they were, the
employee did it on his own because he “thought it
would be good for his quarterback.”

The judge also questioned why Brady destroyed
his cellphone in the midst of the inquiry - a move
that the league argues was further proof of his
deception. Kessler claimed that the quarterback got
rid of the phone on the advice of his agent to protect
his privacy but had otherwise cooperated with the
inquiry. However, in hindsight, “You’re right, it could
have been done a different way,” the lawyer said of
the phone. Both sides are scheduled to return to
court next week.

As Goodell arrived at the courthouse, he was
greeted by a smattering of boos as he walked inside.
Four minutes later, Brady arrived flanked by four
security guards. Both men went through a security
sweep like everyone else going to court.

Dozens of fans and journalists waited for two of
the NFL’s most famous faces at the front entrance of

the courthouse, including some fans wearing deflat-
ed football hats they were hoping to sell.

Goodell suspended Brady after concluding he
“knew about, approved of, consented to, and provid-
ed inducements and rewards” to support a scheme in
which a Patriots employee deflated balls on game
day. Brady insists he knew nothing about it. In a July
28 decision upholding the suspension, Goodell heav-
ily criticized Brady for having an aide destroy a cell-
phone containing nearly 10,000 text messages from
a four-month stretch including the AFC champi-
onship game. 

He accused him of obstructing the NFL probe
about a controversy that represented “conduct detri-
mental to the integrity of, and public confidence in,
the game of professional football.” In court docu-
ments, the union’s lawyers said the suspension was
unfair and violates the labor contract and complained
that it would cause irreparable harm to Brady by forc-
ing him to miss games. They called a June appeal
hearing before Goodell “a kangaroo court proceed-
ing, bereft of fundamentally fair procedures.” — AP

Brady and Goodell in court for ‘Deflategate’

Gerhard Tremmel

LISBON: Sporting Lisbon’s new coach
Jorge Jesus has promised to turn
Portugal’s Primeira Liga into a three-
horse race rather than just a contest
between Porto and his former club
Benfica.

The feisty, irascible Jesus resurrected
Benfica during six seasons at the club,
leading them to three league and one
Cup titles and two Europa League finals,
before moving across Lisbon in early June
in a move which stunned Portuguese
football. He is now determined to end the
Porto-Benfica duopoly which has lasted
since Sporting last won the league title in
2001/02. “It’s time for us to affirm that we
want to be candidates for every title in
Portugal,” he said on his official presenta-
tion. “From today onwards, there are not
two candidates, but three candidates in
Portugal. We have to awaken the sleeping
lion.” Sporting, who kick off the season by
visiting promoted Tondela on Friday
(2030 GMT), fired a salvo when they beat
Benfica 1-0 in the season-opening
Supercup match on Sunday. Jesus then
rubbed it in by saying that his former
team appeared “afraid” of new-look
Sporting.

Jesus departed Benfica amid reports
that he had been asked to take a wage
cut while Sporting’s Marco Silva was
unceremoniously fired to make way for
him. Sporting said that Silva, who was in
charge for only one season, had been dis-
missed for “just cause”. Club president
Bruno de Carvalho cited reasons such as
missing a meeting and failing to wear the
official club uniform to a cup match for
his dismissal.

Portuguese clubs have become
European leaders in the art of buying
young players, developing their talents
and selling them on at a huge profit, and
this summer has been no exception.

Porto raked in around 92 million euros
from sales which included Colombia for-
ward Jackson Martinez, the league’s lead-
ing scorer for the last three seasons, to
Atletico Madrid for 39 million euros.

Benfica pulled in almost exactly the
same amount as three of their top play-
ers, Rodrigo, Joao Cancelo and Andre
Gomes, all moved to Valencia, and 21-
year-old Ivan Cavaleiro to Monaco. Porto’s
new signings, however, marked an inter-
esting change of emphasis as they
brought in players who appear to be in
the twilight of their careers.

These included much-travelled and
controversial Italy forward Pablo Dani
Osvaldo, Uruguayan fullback Maxi
Pereira, signed from Benfica, and Real
Madrid goalkeeper Iker Casillas. Despite
the departure of mercurial striker Ricardo
Quaresma, coach Julen Lopetegui’s side
are widely seen as favourites to win back
the title after suffering two years’ of
Benfica dominance.

“ This season we have built a new
team,” said Lopetegui. “We don’t take into
account the titles players have won
before, that’s something for the museum.
We look at their competence, ambition
and will to achieve.” Over at Benfica, for-
mer Vitoria Guimarares coach Rui Vitoria
has been chosen for the thankless task of
trying to fill the void left by Jesus.

“Every time I have changed club, I have
taken a risk,” said Vitoria, who spent four
seasons at Guimaraes and was previously
at Pacos de Ferreira. “I don’t have any
worries. Nothing frightens me.”

The departure of Uruguay fullback
Pereira to arch-rivals Porto after eigth sea-
sons was another psychological blow
which suggests the Eagles could be in for
a difficult season, starting at home to
Estoril on Sunday.

As well as Benfica and Sporting, there
are also new coaches at Vitoria Guimaraes
(Armando Evangelista), Braga (Paulo
Fonseca), Vitoria Setubal (Quim Machado),
Belenenses (Sa Pinto), Pacos Ferreira
(Jorge Simao) and Arouca (Lito Vidigal).
Evangelista is already under pressure after
Guimaraes were knocked out of the
Europa League qualifiers by tiny Austrian
club Altach and fans waved white hand-
kerchiefs in protest. — Reuters

Three-horse race 
in Portugal 

LONDON: German goalkeeper Gerhard
Tremmel has returned to Swansea City and is
likely to see out his playing career at the Welsh
club after signing a two-year contract at the
Liberty Stadium.

The 36-year-old joined the club in 2011 and
has chalked up 52 appearances so far, including
playing a key role in their 2013 Capital One Cup
triumph, but his contract with the Swans expired
in the summer. Tremmel will compete with
Lukasz Fabianski and summer signing Kristoffer
Nordfeldt to nail down a starting berth in Gary
Monk’s squad.

“It’s fantastic to be back at Swansea-this is
where I want to be,” the German goalkeeper told
the club’s website (www.swanseacity.net).

“I had other options from top-flight clubs in
Germany and England, but Swansea is my envi-
ronment with my people. “I’ve experienced the
biggest achievement of my career here in win-
ning the cup, and seeing the club continue to
progress is really pleasing for me to see.”

Tremmel stayed in Swansea after his contract
expired, initially training with the under-21 side
before rejoining Garry Monk’s senior squad.

“It was really nice of the club to allow me to

train with the under-21s and then the first team
despite me not having signed a contract,” he
said. The keeper is considering taking his coach-
ing badges after he retires from football.

“I have always said that I wanted to continue
playing until I was 38, and then I would consider
what I would do next,” he added. “This contract
will take me up to that age and I’ll see what hap-
pens then.

“Taking my coaching badges is something I
am interested in, but for now I’m fully focused
on my playing career and doing my best for the
first team.” — Reuters

Tremmel returns to Swansea

LONDON:  Stoke City smashed their record fee to sign
Swiss forward Xherdan Shaqiri on Tuesday as, for the
second day running, the Premier League’s middle-
ranking clubs flaunted their ever-expanding spending
power. Stoke said on their website
(www.stokecityfc.com) they had paid 12 million
pounds ($18.68 million) to Inter Milan for Shaqiri, for-
merly of Bayern Munich.

With total outlay in the summer transfer window
already topping 500 million pounds ($778.35 million),
the signing epitomises how it is no longer just the so-
called big clubs who are splashing serious cash. Not so
long ago, fans of modest Stoke could never have envis-
aged raiding one of Europe’s most famous clubs for a
talent like Shaqiri, once likened to Lionel Messi when
first bursting on to the scene with Swiss club Basel.

But with the Premier League’s new 5.14 billion
pounds ($8.00 billion) domestic TV contract kicking in
from next season, not to mention further riches
pumped in by overseas TV deals, previously unfashion-
able clubs are now in the market for household names.

On Monday, West Bromwich Albion also broke their
club record, paying 12 million pounds to Zenit St
Petersburg for Venezuela striker Salomon Rondon
while the likes of Swansea City and Crystal Palace have
also made eye-catching signings. Shaqiri, who has
signed a five-year deal, could make his debut at
Tottenham Hotspur on Saturday and Stoke manager
Mark Hughes said he was excited to land such a high-
quality player. “He’s a dynamic and explosive player
who will bring something different to the group and at
the age of 23 he still has a great deal of potential,”
Hughes told the website.

“In the chats I’ve had with him it’s obvious that he’s
excited about playing in the Premier League and
showing what he’s capable of.” Shaqiri has scored 17
goals in 46 appearances for Switzerland, including one
memorable left-foot thunderbolt against England in a
Euro 2012 qualifier in 2010. He also scored a hat-trick
in last year’s World Cup against Honduras, which fea-
tured another, equally spectacular left-foot rocket.

Stoke have long been associated with a physical,
typically English style of play but since taking over
from Tony Pulis, Hughes has been clearly trying to
build a less prosaic, more expansive team. —Reuters Xherdan Shaqiri

MOSCOW: Russian football bosses have
called for star players’ salaries to be capped
at just $31,000 a month in a move which
could change the face of football in the
2018 World Cup host nation.

Top Russian clubs, many of them
financed by government-owned compa-
nies, have massively increased spending on
stars over the last decade.

However, recently some club clubs have
faced financial problems or fallen foul of
UEFA’s financial play restrictions, such as
Dynamo Moscow, banned from European
competition this season for breaking FFP
rules. The proposals published Monday by

the Russian Football Union would cap the
monthly wage of a player aged over 23 at 2
million rubles ($31,000) a month, far lower
than the current wage for a typical first-
team player at a top club.  Younger players
would face lower wage limits.

A club would be allowed to have five
players exempt from the cap in a manner
similar to Major League soccer’s designated
player rule. Only three of the exempt play-
ers could be aged over 23.

That could force an exodus of dozens of
players across the Russian Premier League
as clubs try to persuade them to renegoti-
ate contracts to a fraction of their former

value. Another difficulty is that top players,
wary of the fluctuating value of the ruble,
often insist that Russian clubs pay them in
euros. Salary limits are common in U.S.
sports but rare in Europe, where UEFA rules
only stop clubs from posting large overall
losses.

The plans, which were drawn up by the
former head of the Russian state auditing
agency, are pitched as a way to restore
financial discipline and stop clubs falling
foul of UEFA rules.

“The RFU’s financial regulations, if they
are revised and adopted from the year
2016, will be able to exert a long-term posi-

tive effect on clubs’ behavior,” the Russian
Football Union said in a website statement.
Players would be allowed to receive certain
bonuses and living allowances outside the
terms of the limit. Similarly to UEFA rules,
the RFU proposals would also limit club’s
overall financial losses, beginning with a
maximum loss of 750 million rubles ($11.6
million) for the 2015-17 period. Clubs
would also be mandated to cut wage costs
to 60 percent of income by 2018, the year
of the World Cup. Russian football already
features rules not found in most European
clubs, including a limit on the number of
foreign players. Only six non-Russians can

be on the pitch at any time under a rule
designed to encourage clubs to raise
homegrown talent, but which detractors
say leads to inflated salaries for Russian
players. The idea of a salary cap has the
backing of Sports Minister Vitaly Mutko,
who is due to take over as president of the
RFU in September, although it is not clear
whether he backs the numbers featured in
the new proposals.

Mutko, who also oversees Russia’s World
Cup preparations and sits on FIFA’s execu-
tive committee, is running unopposed for
the vacant presidential post after his only
rival withdrew from the race. — AP

Russia proposes tough salary cap for football stars

Stoke sign
Shaqiri 

LONDON: Al-Nassr’s defender Khalid Al-Ghamdi (left) vies with Al-Hilal’s Brazilian
forward Ailton Almeida during the Saudi Super Cup between Al-Nassr and Al-Hilal at
Loftus road stadium yesterday.  — AFP
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TBILISI: Barcelona’s team celebrates with the trophy after winning the UEFA Super Cup final football match against Sevilla at the Boris Paichadze Dinamo Arena.  — AFP

TBILISI: Barcelona added the UEFA Super
Cup to their treble win of trophies last season
despite blowing a 4-1 lead with a stunning 5-
4 win over Sevilla thanks to Pedro
Rodriguez’s extra time winner. 

Two magnificent free-kicks from Lionel
Messi plus goals from Rafinha and Luis
Suarez looked to have Barca well on course
to claim their fourth trophy of the year
after Ever Banega had given Sevilla a shock
early lead.

However, Jose Antonio Reyes reduced the
arrears before a Kevin Gameiro penalty and a
debut strike from Yevhen Konoplyanka
forced the game into an extra 30 minutes.

Barca weren’t to be denied, though, and,

in what could be his last game for the club,
Pedro pounced on the rebound after Beto
had denied Messi his hat-trick.

Pedro had been controversially left out of
the starting line-up despite the absence of
Neymar due to the mumps as he appears set
for a move to Manchester United after Barca
technical secretary Robert Fernandez admit-
ted he has asked to leave the club.

“He deserves it,” Messi said of Pedro’s
match-winning contribution. “The players
and the club don’t know what he is going to
do. It is his decision, but whatever he does
we wish him the best.” Sevilla made the
brighter start and Javier Mascherano was
lucky to avoid further punishment after

being adjudged to have brought down
Reyes on the edge of the area.

The punishment was still to come for the
European champions, though, as Banega
clinically curled the resulting free-kick past
the helpless Marc-Andre Ter Stegen with an
effort his international teammate Messi
would have been proud of.

Unfortunately, for Unai Emery’s men the
lead lasted only four minutes as Suarez was
blocked by Grzegorz Krychowiak and Messi
delicately chipped the ball over the wall into
the top corner.

The four-time World Player of the Year’s
next set-piece was even more spectacular as
he this time fired a free-kick in off the inside

of the post to move level with Cristiano
Ronaldo as the all-time leading scorer in
European competitions with 80.

Suarez passed up a huge chance for the
third when he fired straight at Beto two min-
utes before half-time but made immediate
amends by collecting the rebound to tee up
Rafinha to slot home.

Sevilla’s hopes of a comeback appeared to
be over when a shocking pass from Benoit
Tremoulinas was intercepted by Sergio
Busquets and turned home by Suarez.

Yet, they were given a lifeline when Reyes
turned home Vitolo’s excellent cross at the far
post to reduce the arrears. Jeremy Mathieu
then pulled down Vitolo inside the area and

was also lucky only to see a yellow card
before Gameiro fired home the spot-kick.

And a remarkable comeback was com-
plete when two substitutes on their debut
combined for the equaliser as Konoplyanka
tapped home Ciro Immobile’s low cross.

Pedro was finally introduced three min-
utes into extra time and just as in the Super
Cup six years ago against Shakhtar Donetsk
he grabbed the winner by firing into the roof
of the net after Beto had parried Messi’s fol-
low-up effort from another dangerous free-
kick. Sevilla still had two great chances to
force an incredible match into a penalty
shootout but both Coke and Adil Rami fired
off target as a relieved Barca hung on. — AFP

Pedro Barca’s hero in Super Cup classic

TORONTO: Serena Williams shook off some
hard-court rust before rolling to a 2-6 6-3 6-0
win over Italy’s Flavia Pennetta at the Rogers
Cup on Tuesday, but the home crowd failed
to fire up local favorite Eugenie Bouchard,
who slumped to another first round exit.

Williams, playing her first match of the
North American hard-court swing after
pulling out at Stanford last week with a sore
right elbow, endured a ragged opening set
in which she was broken four times and fired
four double faults.

But the 33-year-old American, a three-
time champion on the Toronto hardcourts,
eventually found her rhythm in the second
round match. While Pennetta would break
on her next opportunity to lead 2-1 in the
second set, Williams shifted into another
gear and stormed through the next four
games on her way to levelling the match at
one set each.

Fans were treated to the sight of Williams
in full flow in the third as the 21-times grand
slam champion finished off Pennetta with a
thundering backhand winner.

“It was tough holding serve today for me,”
said the world number one, adding that she
could not recall another match where she
had been broken four times in a single set.

“It was definitely good for me to have a
match like this, to play a good player like her,
especially since I haven’t played a match on
hard court since early April.”

While all four grand slam titles are already
in her possession, a successful defence of her
U.S. Open crown next month would put
Williams in an exclusive club along with

Maureen Connolly, Margaret Court and Steffi
Graf as the only women to have swept all four
in a single season.

While Williams continues to dominate the
game, the once-bright star of Canadian
Bouchard lost even more of its lustre with a 6-
0 5-7 6-2 loss to Swiss teenager Belinda
Bencic in the first round. Hailed as the new
face of women’s tennis just 12 months ago,
Bouchard’s downward spiral shows no signs
of coming to a halt as the 21-year-old fell at
the first hurdle for the eighth time in 10 tour-
naments. 

In other first round upsets on Tuesday,
France’s Alize Cornet dispatched ninth seed-
ed Spaniard Carla Suarez Navarro 6-3 6-7(2) 6-
4 while Croatia qualifier Mirjana Lucic-Baroni
disposed of Czech 10th seed Karolina
Pliskova 3-6 7-6(5) 6-2.

American Alison Riske outlasted 12th seed
Timea Bacsinszky of Switzerland 3-6 7-6(4) 7-
6(3) in a three-hour marathon. Russian 11th
seed Ekaterina Makarova was a 6-3 6-3 win-
ner over American Anna Tatishvili while 13th
seed Angelique Kerber of Germany stormed
into the second round with 6-1 6-0 rout of
Japan’s Misaki Doi.

Two former world number ones Jelena
Jankovic and Victoria Azarenka made smooth
passage to the second round with straight
sets wins.

Twice Australian Open champion
Azarenka, who withdrew from an event in
Washington with a sore shoulder, opened
with a 6-1 6-4 win over Ukraine’s Elina Svitova
while Jankovic stopped Frenchwoman
Caroline Garcia 7-6(4) 6-2. — Reuters

Serena shakes off rust, 

Bouchard woes continue
MONTREAL: World number one Novak Djokovic kicked off his bid for a
fourth Canadian crown with a 6-3 7-6(4) second round win over a stub-
born Thomaz Bellucci at the Rogers Cup on Tuesday.

Bellucci, with just one win in five visits to Canada and coming off a
first-round loss at Washington, appeared to be the perfect opponent
for Djokovic to launch his buildup to the U.S.  Open but provided a stiff
test for the Serb.

“Match could have gone either way, honestly, especially in the sec-
ond set,” Djokovic told reporters after battling Bellucci for an hour and
50 minutes. “But we both had our chances to break. We got to the
tiebreak, which I thought was fair, then it was anybody’s game.

“It’s the first hard-court match for me from Miami earlier this year in
March. It takes a little bit of time to get into the rhythm, get into the
groove.”

The top seed in Canada for the fifth straight year, Djokovic saved all
three break points he faced in a tight opening set. The Serb, who nar-
rowly missed out on a fourth Canada title last year after losing to Jo-
Wilfried Tsonga in the final, also saved two break points in the second
as the set went to a tie break, which he quickly took control of and
took 7-4 to register his 250th world tour Masters 1000 match win.

Only three players have beaten Djokovic in 2015 — Ivo Karlovic,
Roger Federer and Stan Wawrinka. For the second straight night, late
action was suspended at the Rogers Cup. World number three Andy
Murray had his match with Tommy Robredo postponed with the duel
even at 4-4 in the first set.

In first-round action, Tsonga opened his title defense with a 6-4 6-4
win over Croatian teenager Borna Coric in a rain-interrupted match
that began on Monday.

Czech Lukas Rosol upset South African 12th seed Kevin Anderson 7-
6(2) 7-6(4) while Bulgarian 14th seed Grigor Dimitrov, a semi-finalist
last year, advanced 6-4 7-5 against Ukrainian qualifier Alexandr
Dologopolov. Belgian 13th seed David Goffin beat American Steve
Johnson 6-2 6-2, leaving John Isner to carry the United States flag into
the second round, the 16th seed blasting 23 aces past Germany’s
Benjamin Becker in a 6-4 6-7(6) 6-3 win. — Reuters

Djokovic launches 

hard-court campaign

MONTREAL: Novak Djokovic of Serbia returns the ball during day
two of the Rogers Cup against Thomaz Bellucci of Brazil at Uniprix
Stadium. — AFP
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DUBAI: A former senior official at Saudi
Arabia’s central bank says he believes the king-
dom may soon change the way it manages its
oil wealth as part of efforts to protect its finan-
cial reserves in an era of cheap crude. The
Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA) man-
ages the vast bulk of petrodollars earned by
the world’s top oil exporting country; net for-
eign assets at the central bank totaled $664.5
billion in June. Khalid Alsweilem, who man-
aged the assets as chief investment officer at
SAMA, argues the arrangement is dangerous
because the finance ministry can draw freely
on the reserves when it wants to cover budget
deficits caused by periods of low oil prices.

Since last year, exactly that has been hap-
pening: SAMA’s foreign assets have been
shrinking at an annual rate of about $120 bil-

lion. If that pace continues, reserves could in a
few years reach a level at which financial mar-
kets start to question Saudi Arabia’s ability to
support its currency. So Alsweilem is proposing
an alternative: the creation of two sovereign
wealth funds which would be shielded from
direct use by the finance ministry, plus the
introduction of rules to decouple the level of
state spending from oil revenues. “There’s an
inherent conflict of interest in the current mod-
el which we need to remove,” Alsweilem, now a
fellow at the Harvard Kennedy School’s Belfer
Center in the United States, told Reuters in a
telephone interview.

Alsweilem published his proposals last
month in a paper titled “A Stable and Efficient
Fiscal Framework for Saudi Arabia”, which he
said was intended to feed into a growing

debate about fiscal management among the
kingdom’s policymakers. Any change to how
Riyadh manages its money could affect fund
managers around the world, particularly in the
United States. SAMA’s assets are held mainly in
the form of low-risk foreign securities such as
US Treasuries and deposits at banks abroad; the
vast majority are believed to be in US dollars. 

Sovereign funds
Alsweilem is proposing the creation of a

separate sovereign Stabilization Fund, which
would have a liquid, low-yielding portfolio of
assets, and a Savings Fund, which would invest
in riskier assets and thus have higher returns
over time. The government’s annual spending
would be based on a percentage of the previ-
ous year’s spending, a percentage of the value

of the Stabilization Fund, and a transfer equal
to the long-run average real return of the
Savings Fund. Alsweilem, who said he left
SAMA in 2012 partly because he wanted the
freedom to push publicly for such reform,
argued it would smooth fluctuations in state
spending while reducing the risk of big drops
in foreign assets.

Calculations in his paper indicate Saudi
Arabia would have had net foreign assets of
$1.87 trillion at end-2014 if his reforms had
been adopted in 2005, instead of the roughly
$750 billion which was the case. It is not cer-
tain that Riyadh will build up the political
momentum for such a big change. The Shura
Council, a state advisory body, discussed a pro-
posal for a new sovereign fund last year but
reached no conclusion. Saudi billionaire Prince

Alwaleed bin Talal publicly urged the govern-
ment to create a new fund to earn higher
returns on its reserves, but Finance Minister
Ibrahim Alassaf insisted last December there
was no need for one.

However, Alsweilem said the chances of
reform were now “very high, much higher than
before”. He cited the creation of a new Council
of Economic and Development Affairs by King
Salman, who took the throne in January. The
council,  chaired by Salman’s son Prince
Mohammed bin Salman, provides a top-level
forum to consider reforms. In March, a royal
decree shifted authority over some big institu-
tional funds, such as the Public Investment
Fund, from the finance ministry to other min-
istries - a sign, Alsweilem said, of pressure for
change within the government.—Reuters

Ex-official calls for change in managing Saudi oil wealth
Foreign reserves drop as finance ministry covers deficit

GUANGZHOU: Picture shows a ‘nail house’ standing in the middle of a flyover in Guangzhou, south China’s Guangdong province. Three key indicators released by China yesterday all came in below market
expectations, the latest poor statistics for the world’s second-largest economy. —AFP (See Page 23)

BOSTON: Pope Francis heartened environmen-
talists around the world in June when he urged
immediate action to save the planet from the
effects of climate change, declaring that the use
of “highly polluting fossil fuels needs to be pro-
gressively replaced without delay.” But some of
the largest American Catholic organizations have
millions of dollars invested in energy companies,
from hydraulic fracturing firms to oil sands pro-
ducers, according to their own disclosures,
through many portfolios intended to fund
church operations and pay clergy salaries.

This discrepancy between the church’s lead-
ership and its financial activities in the United
States has prompted at least one significant
review of investments. The Archdiocese of
Chicago, America’s third largest by Catholic pop-
ulation, told Reuters it will reexamine its more
than $100 million worth of fossil fuel invest-
ments. “We are beginning to evaluate the impli-
cations of the encyclical across multiple areas,
including investments and also including areas
such as energy usage and building materials,”
Betsy Bohlen, chief operating officer for the
Archdiocese, said in an email.

The pope’s encyclical, a letter sent to all
Catholic bishops, has sharpened a debate well
underway in Catholic organizations and other
churches about divestment. But many major
American dioceses have resisted the push. “You
now have this clash between Pope Francis’ vision
of the world, and the world that the bishops who
run the investments live in,” said Father Michael
Crosby, a Capuchin friar in Milwaukee who advo-

cates socially responsible investing in the
church.

“The bishops are a very conservative group,
and I’m not hopeful this will be resolved anytime
soon.” Dioceses covering Boston, Rockville
Centre on Long Island, Baltimore, Toledo, and
much of Minnesota have all reported millions of
dollars in holdings in oil and gas stocks in recent
years, according to documents reviewed by

Reuters. The holdings tend to make up between
5 and 10 percent of the dioceses’ overall equities
investments, similar to the 7.1 percent weighting
of energy companies on the S&P 500 index,
according to the documents.

The factbox
The United States Conference of Catholic

Bishops’ guidelines on ethical investing warn

Catholics and Catholic institutions against
investing in companies related to abortion, con-
traception, pornography, tobacco, and war, but
do not suggest avoiding energy stocks. While
several organizations of progressive Catholic
nuns and priests have been actively urging ener-
gy companies to make their operations more
socially responsible, that activist approach has
not taken hold at the level of the dioceses.

A spokesman for the USCCB declined to com-
ment when asked if the organization was consid-
ering adjusting its investment guidelines after
the encyclical, deemed the most controversial
papal pronouncement in half a century. “The
Pope’s intent was to say to people: there is an
urgency on this issue,” said Frank Coleman, who
manages Catholic Responsible Investing for the
Christian Brothers Investment Services, which
has resisted calls to divest the fossil fuel share of
its $6 billion under management. “Divestment is
a good way to raise the urgency. But it is not the
be-all to end-all of solutions.”

Policy and papal visit
When Francis makes his first visit to the

United States in September, he is expected to
press lawmakers to act on climate change in a
joint session of Congress, a move almost certain
to come under attack from conservative politi-
cians who oppose his intervention in the debate.
Republican presidential candidate Jeb Bush, a
Catholic, said right before the encyclical’s publi-
cation that he doesn’t “get economic policy from
my bishops or my cardinal or my pope.”—Reuters

Pope’s climate push at odds with Catholic oil investments

PHILADELPHIA: A tourist passes cutout of Pope Francis at Making History, a
Philadelphia themed gift shop in Philadelphia. The cutouts have been popping
up in areas around the region weeks ahead of pope’s scheduled visit. —AP

India seeks 
$100m in damages

from Nestle
NEW DELHI: India’s government is seeking damages of near-
ly $100 million from Nestle for “unfair trade practices” after
the food safety watchdog banned its hugely popular Maggi
noodles brand. The government said yesterday it has filed a
suit with the country’s top consumer court for 6,400 million
rupees ($98.6 million) in damages from the Indian arm of the
Swiss food giant. India’s food safety watchdog in June
banned Nestle from making or selling noodles in the country
after tests by some states found lead levels exceeded statuto-
ry limits. 

Nestle has withdrawn the product in India but continues
to sell it elsewhere, and has always denied the charge. “We
filed the complaint with the National Consumer Disputes
Redressal Commission (NCDRC) yesterday and have sought
around 6,400 million rupees in damages,” G, Gurcharan,
Additional Secretary at the Ministry of Consumer Affairs said.
“Our complaint is over their unfair trade practices and the
court will now issue them notices to hear their response,”
Gurcharan added.

A Nestle India spokesman said the company had not yet
received official notice about the complaint with the NCDRC,
a semi-judicial body that has the power to fine companies.
“We shall be able to provide substantive response after we
receive the official papers,” said Himanshu Manglik. Nestle
India is challenging the ban on Maggi noodles in the
Mumbai high court. It had been selling the brand for over
three decades in India, and had 80 percent of the country’s
instant noodle market before the ban. —AFP
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ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.446
Indian Rupees 4.771
Pakistani Rupees 2.983
Srilankan Rupees 2.270
Nepali Rupees 3.008
Singapore Dollar 220.500
Hongkong Dollar 39.199
Bangladesh Taka 3.905
Philippine Peso 6.640
Thai Baht 8.653

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.070
Qatari Riyal 83.510
Omani Riyal 789.630
Bahraini Dinar 807.360
UAE Dirham 82.770

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 40.825
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 38.872
Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.419
Tunisian Dinar 155.500
Jordanian Dinar 4.292
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 1.039
Syrian Lira 2.166
Morocco Dirham 31.325

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 303.850
Euro 336.060
Sterling Pound 473.400
Canadian dollar 232.300
Turkish lira 109.340
Swiss Franc 311.640
Australian dollar 227.740
US Dollar Buying 303.400

COUNTRY                                  SELL CASH SELLDRAFT

Europe
Belgian Franc 0.007924 0.008924
British Pound 0.465710 0.474710
Czech Korune 0.004416 0.016416
Danish Krone 0.040963 0.045963
Euro 0.330603 0.338603
Norwegian Krone 0.032675 0.037875
Romanian Leu 0.076037 0.076037
Slovakia 0.009067 0.019067
Swedish Krona 0.031058 0.036058
Swiss Franc 0.301427 0.311627
Turkish Lira 0.109722 0.116722

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.211675 0.223175
New Zealand Dollar 0.190980 0.200480

America
Canadian Dollar 0.225769 0.234269
US Dollars 0.299600 0.304100

US Dollars Mint 0.300100 0.304100

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003560 0.004160
Chinese Yuan 0.047371 0.050871
Hong Kong Dollar 0.037066 0.039816
Indian upee 0.004609 0.004999
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000019 0.000025
Japanese Yen 0.002342 0.002522
Kenyan Shilling 0.003001 0.003001
Korean Won 0.000244 0.000259
Malaysian Ringgit 0.074701 0.080701
Nepalese Rupee 0.003046 0.003216
Pakistan Rupee 0.002815 0.003095
Philippine Peso 0.006587 0.006867
Sierra Leone 0.000062 0.000068
Singapore Dollar 0.211346 0.217346
South African Rand 0.017584 0.026084
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001984 0.002564
Taiwan 0.009301 0.009481
Thai Baht 0.008402 0.008952

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.799107 0.807107
Egyptian Pound 0.039161 0.041991
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000085
Iraqi Dinar 0.000198 0.000258
Jordanian Dinar 0.424351 0.431851
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.019895 0.043895
Nigerian Naira 0.000931 0.001566
Omani Riyal 0.783210 0.788890
Qatar Riyal 0.082749 0.083962
Saudi Riyal 0.080390 0.081090
Syrian Pound 0.001288 0.001508
Tunisian Dinar 0.151869 0.159869
Turkish Lira 0.109778 0.116778
UAE Dirhams 0.081746 0.082895
Yemeni Riyal 0.001373 0.001453

UAE Exchange Centre WLL

COUNTRY                                      SELL DRAFT SELL CASH 
Australian Dollar 203.70
Canadian Dollar 236.03
Swiss Franc 312.93
Euro 336.54
US Dollar 304.05
Sterling Pound 475.93
Japanese Yen 2.47
Bangladesh Taka 3.903
Indian Rupee 4.735
Sri Lankan Rupee 2.271
Nepali Rupee 2.965
Pakistani Rupee 2.984
UAE Dirhams 82.72
Bahraini Dinar 80.80
Egyptian Pound 38.72
Jordanian Dinar 432.24
Omani Riyal 78.95
Qatari Riyal 83.83
Saudi Riyal 81.10

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 303.650
Canadian Dollar 235.320
Sterling Pound 472.635
Euro 338.275
Swiss Frank 292.945
Bahrain Dinar 806.720
UAE Dirhams 83.050
Qatari Riyals 91.060
Saudi Riyals 81.780

Jordanian Dinar 428.295
Egyptian Pound 38.706
Sri Lankan Rupees 2.271
Indian Rupees 4.742
Pakistani Rupees 2.982
Bangladesh Taka 3.898
Philippines Pesso 6.665
Cyprus pound 578.925
Japanese Yen 3.455
Syrian Pound 2.605
Nepalese Rupees 3.965
Malaysian Ringgit 80.515
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 49.285
Thai Bhat 9.685
Turkish Lira 110.665

GOLD
20 gram 223.090
10 gram 114.240
5  gram 57.800

JAKARTA: Indonesian President Joko Widodo
put two experienced technocrats into economic
management posts yesterday in a cabinet
reshuffle designed to reassure investors worried
about a policy drift that has allowed growth to
slip to a six-year low. Widodo’s move defied
expectations that his own party would compel
him to make more political appointments, a
move that may surprise critics who say he has
not been the robust leader they had hoped for
when he took office last year.

Darmin Nasution, who was central bank gov-
ernor from 2010 to 2013 and received his doc-
torate from the Sorbonne in Paris, was chosen to
replace Sofyan Djalil as chief economic minister.
The 66-year-old pledged to tackle rising food
prices and streamline import policy to shore up
confidence at a time when the government has
faced criticism for passing measures many see as
protectionist. Nasution told reporters a top pri-
ority would be to improve data accuracy when
setting food policy.

Another unexpected choice was the appoint-
ment of Harvard-educated financial executive
Thomas T. Lembong as trade minister. Chief
executive of Quvat Management, a Singapore-
based private equity firm that invests in
Indonesia, Lembong previously worked at
Deutsche Bank and Morgan Stanley. Lembong
was a senior vice president at the Indonesian
Bank Restructuring Agency that was set up to

revive the banking system after the Asian finan-
cial crisis in 1998. “Indonesia and the president
are aware of a rising negative perception of its
trade policies and Lembong’s appointment is a
corrective measure for that,” said Jakarta-based
analyst Douglas Ramage.

External focus
A source familiar with Widodo’s reshuffle plan

said he was keen to dispel impressions of weak
leadership and policy muddle. By appointing
ministers with international experience and an
external focus he may address concerns that his
government too readily resorts to protectionism
and is not wholly committed to nurturing for-
eign investment, the source said. Widodo’s
meteoric rise from furniture businessman to
president of the world’s third-largest democracy,
and the first to come from outside the political
or military establishment, was widely seen as a
watershed moment for Indonesia.

Supporters had predicted that the former
governor of Jakarta would root out corruption,
promote people based on merit rather than con-
nections and create an environment where a
stalling economy could reignite - and invest-
ments flourish. Instead, he has been widely seen
as sometimes out of his depth and struggling to
get around entrenched vested interests. Wellian
Wiranto, an economist at OCBC bank, said new
chief economics minister Nasution should have

a strong understanding of both monetary and
fiscal policy as former governor of the central
bank and head of the tax office.

“There is ... a better chance of policy coordi-
nation,” Wiranto said. “At the end of the day,
however, it will depend on whether he has the
political air cover from his boss to do what he
needs to do on the ground.” Four other cabinet
appointments were announced yesterday. Luhut
Pandjaitan, a former chief of Special Forces and
closeaide to Widodo, retained his role as chief of
staff in the president’s office and was also
appointed as coordinating minister for security
and political affairs. New Cabinet secretary
Pramono Anung and Coordinating Minister for
Maritime Affairs Rizal Ramli are both said to be
close to the chief of Widodo’s party, Megawati
Sukarnoputri.

While many consider Ramli a seasoned econ-
omist, his appointment along with Anung is
seen as a move to appease former president
Megawati, who has made no secret of her
demands on Widodo to toe the party line.
Widodo has been dogged by severe public criti-
cism over his perceived failure to stand up to
vested interests and the political elite that
backed him in last year’s election. “What we see
is Widodo being politically astute in the reshuf-
fle,” Ramage said, adding that it showed the
president had not completely given in to politi-
cal pressures. —Reuters

Indonesia president reshuffles 
economy team as growth sags
Chief economics minister to tackle rising food prices

Al-Huwaila is the first Q-Flex LNG vessel to berth at the Bahia Regasification Terminal located on
the eastern coast of Brazil. 

DOHA: Q-flex liquefied natural gas (LNG) vessel ‘Al-
Huwaila’ has successfully arrived for the first time at the
Bahia Regasification Terminal (TRBA) located in Baia de
Todos os Santos, Salvador, in the state of Bahia on the
eastern coast of Brazil. The vessel carrying RasGas
Company Limited’s (RasGas) cargo is the largest to
arrive at Petrobras’ third and most recently-opened
LNG terminal.

“The arrival of our fully-loaded Q-flex vessel at Bahia
extends our larger ships’ reach to 56 terminals in 18
countries across the globe allowing for greater cost-
efficiency for our customers. This is an example of
RasGas’ flexible operations and we look forward to con-
tinue supporting Petrobras in meeting its growing

demand for cleaner energy in the form of LNG,” said
Khalid Sultan R Al Kuwari, RasGas’ Chief Marketing and
Shipping Officer.

“Receiving this fully-loaded Q-flex vessel at our
Bahia Regasification terminal is an important milestone
as it increases our capacity to receive larger LNG ships
in Brazil. LNG is a key source of supply to the Brazilian
Natural Gas market and RasGas is a strategic LNG sup-
plier to Petrobras,” said Rodrigo Vilanova, Petrobras’
Executive Manager for Gas & Power Marketing and
Trading. RasGas’ integrated shipping fleet consists of 27
long term chartered LNG vessels. The fleet’s variety of
14 conventional ships, 12 Q-Flex and one Q-Max vessel
enhances RasGas’ flexibility to meet global demand. 

TRBA Salvador receives Q-Flex 
vessel carrying RasGas Cargo

Iran’s oil
output 
to jump
sharply 

LONDON: Iran could raise its oil output by as
much as 730,000 barrels per day (bpd) from
current levels fairly quickly after sanctions
are removed, the International Energy
Agency said yesterday. The West’s energy
watchdog estimated that Iranian oilfields,
which pumped around 2.87 million bpd in
July, could increase production to between
3.4 million and 3.6 million bpd within
months of sanctions being lifted. “While sig-
nificantly higher production is unlikely
before next year, oil held in floating storage -
at the highest level since sanctions were
tightened in mid-2012 - could start to reach
international markets before then,” the IEA
said in a monthly report. Iranian Oil Minister
Bijan Zanganeh has said Iran expects to raise
oil output by 500,000 bpd as soon as sanc-
tions are lifted and by a million bpd within
months.

Iran’s July production figures were 50,000
bpd higher than in June, the IEA said. The
report by the Paris-based IEA suggested any
increase in output would probably be more
modest than Iranian estimates, and said the
Islamic Republic would require massive
investment to raise output capacity. Iran has
said it hopes to secure nearly $200 billion
worth of oil and gas projects with foreign
partners by 2020. Iran and six world powers
agreed a deal in July to curb Tehran’s nuclear
program, but sanctions imposed in 2012 will
not be lifted until Iran has complied with all
the terms of the pact, and the agreement
has to be ratified by the US Congress.

This is not expected before the end of
December and analysts say they may still be
in place at the end of the first quarter of
2016. “My sense is that really long-term con-
tracts still won’t be in place until maybe mid-
2016,” Richard Nephew of the Center on
Global Energy Policy at Columbia University,
New York, told Reuters Global Oil Forum.
Iran’s economy contracted 6.6 percent in
2012 and 1.9 percent in 2013, after new
rounds of economic sanctions were
imposed, according to World Bank data. The
World Bank expects Iran’s economy to grow
5 percent in 2016 after a 3 percent increase
this year. —Reuters



HANOI: Vietnam doubled the trading
band for the dong yesterday, allowing
the currency to weaken to try to make
exports more competitive as China
devalues. Vietnam’s largest trading
partner China twice this week cut the
value of the yuan against the dollar,
sending shockwaves through financial
markets.  The new band allows the
dong to trade by up to two percent on
either side of the mid-point set daily
by the central bank. The dong weak-

ened by one percent to 22,040 a dol-
lar early yesterday. The reference rate
was unchanged at 21,673. “As China is
Vietnam’s largest trading partner, an
adjustment of Chinese currency will
have a negative impact on Vietnam’s
economy,” the central bank said in a
statement.

The move also follows two devalu-
ations of the dong, both by one per-
cent, in January and May this year. The
aim is to “help the dong be more flexi-

ble and cope with adverse impacts on
international markets, and to ensure
the competitiveness of Vietnamese
goods”, the bank added. China cut the
yuan’s reference rate on two consecu-
tive days this week-by a record 1.9
percent Tuesday and 1.62 percent yes-
terday-a decision widely seen as an
attempt to boost exports amid slow-
ing growth.  China’s  centra l  bank
described it as a one-off reform to its
exchange rate system. Vietnam is try-

ing to keep its own economy on track
to meet a government target of 6.2
percent growth this year.

The dong devaluation wil l  help
keep its thriving export trade-includ-
ing smartphones and other electron-
ics  manufactured by Korean giant
Samsung in its Vietnamese factories-
co m p e t i t i ve  w i t h  re gi o n a l  r i v a l s .
R is ing expor ts  helped Vietnam to
achieve its  highest GDP growth in
three years in 2014, with the econo-

my growing an estimated 5.98 per-
cent. Inflation slowed to 4.09 percent,
o f f i c i a l  f i g u re s  s h owe d.  B u t  t h e
exports boom has yet to spil l  over
into the domestic economy, which
remains sluggish in part due to lin-
gering problems in the banking sec-
tor and the dominance of inefficient
state-owned enterprises. Vietnam’s
central bank cut policy interest rates
last year to spur lending and help
businesses.— AFP 

THURSDAY, AUGUST 13, 2015

B U S I N E S S

Vietnam doubles trading band for dong

Alibaba net profits 
more than double 

NEW YORK: Chinese e-retail giant Alibaba more than dou-
bled its net profit to $4.97 billion dollars in the first quarter,
due to exceptional gains, it announced yesterday. Revenue
rose 28 percent to $3.27 billion over the same period a year
ago.  Analysts had expected a sales figure of $3.39 billion.
In pre-session electronic trading Alibaba shares fell nearly
five percent. The report is for the period ending June 30.
The company’s earnings year is staggered over calendar
years 2015 and 2016. 

Dubai’s Amlak Finance 
Q2 profit slumps 87% 

DUBAI: Dubai’s Amlak Finance reported an 87 percent
drop in second-quarter net profit yestersday as the
Islamic mortgage lender’s income from financing,
investments and deposits all declined and amortiza-
tion costs soared. Amlak, which signed a $2.7 billion
debt and financing restructuring deal with creditors
last November, made a net profit attributable to share-
holders of 7.17 million dirhams ($1.95 million) in the
three months to June 30, it said in a bourse statement.
This compares with a net profit of 55.79 million
dirhams in the prior-year period. Quarterly income
from Islamic financing and investing assets fell 30.1
percent year-on-year to 64.87 million dirhams and
deposit income roughly halved to 1.11 million dirhams
over the same timeframe. Amlak also recognized amor-
tization of initial fair gains on investment deposits of
51.43 million dirhams in the second quarter, versus
none a year earlier. 

News
i n  b r i e f

Airbus consortium to build 
a new-generation Ariane 6

PARIS: The European Space Agency has tapped Airbus
Safran Launchers to build a new-generation Ariane 6 rock-
et launcher by 2020 for 2.4 billion euros ($2.7 billion), ESA
said yesterday. Contracts signed yesterday “cover all devel-
opment work on Ariane 6 and its launch base for a maiden
flight in 2020,” ESA said in a statement. ASL noted that
Ariane 6 is slated to reach “full operational capacity” in
2023 under the deal. ESA also stated that European Launch
Vehicle would develop the Vega C launch system for its
2018 debut, at a cost of 395 million euros. The contract for
the Ariane 6 launch base totals 600 million euros, ESA said,
adding that the deals were signed by ASL, ELV and the
French space agency CNES. 

UK airport shops face 
boarding card revolt 

LONDON: Britain’s government urged shops at airports
to lower the prices of tax-free items yesterday as a cam-
paign for passengers to refuse to show their boarding
cards over the issue gathered pace. Sales tax, which cur-
rently stands at 20 percent, is not applied by the gov-
ernment to items sold in airport shops to people travel-
ling to destinations outside the European Union.
Retailers are supposed to discount goods accordingly.
But The Independent newspaper revealed this week
that some stores were failing to apply the reduction,
instead pocketing the difference. Although this practice
is not illegal, several British newspapers are now urging
passengers not to show their boarding cards, which
reveal their destination, at airport shops in symbolic
protest. Treasury Minister David Gauke said: “The VAT
relief at airports is intended to reduce prices for travel-
ers not as a windfall gain for shops. 

SHANGHAI: China cut the yuan’s value against
the dollar for the second consecutive day yester-
day, roiling global financial markets and driving
expectations the currency could be set for further
falls. The daily reference rate that sets the value of
the Chinese currency against the greenback was
cut by 1.62 percent to 6.3306 yuan, from 6.2298
on Tuesday, the People’s Bank of China (PBoC) said
in a statement on its website.

The move took the reductions to 3.5 percent
this week-the largest in more than two decades-
after a surprise devaluation on Tuesday, but the
central bank played down expectations it would
continue to depreciate the currency. The com-
bined drop is the biggest since China set up its
modern foreign exchange system in 1994, when it
devalued the yuan by 33 percent at a stroke.  It is
also a bigger change than the 2.1 percent rise
when China unpegged the yuan, also known as
the renminbi (RMB), from the dollar in 2005.  The
double move has been widely viewed as a way to
boost China’s exports by making them more com-
petitive as growth slows. 

Compounding concerns over the world’s sec-
ond-largest economy, three key indicators
released yesterday all came in below market
expectations, the latest data to show weakness.
China says it is making its exchange rate system
more market-oriented, but some analysts suspect
it could be the start of a longer slide in the yuan
and SG Global Economics predicted the unit
could depreciate by five percent over 12 months.
The cuts have already jolted global share and
commodity markets and Asia-Pacific currencies
have suffered as investors fret over the impact on
economies closely tied to the Asian giant.

Currency war
Analysts said the move could also delay an

expected US hike in interest rates and even threat-
en a currency war as other countries come under
pressure to devalue as well. Washington has long
criticized China’s rigid currency regime, with offi-
cials describing the yuan as undervalued, but the
US offered a mild response, saying it was too early
to judge the changes. “China has indicated that
the changes announced today are another step in
its move to a more market-determined exchange
rate,” the US Treasury said, adding: “Any reversal in
reforms would be a troubling development”.  

Previously, Chinese authorities based the fix-
ing on a poll of market-makers, but the PBoC said
Tuesday they will now also take into account the
previous day’s close, foreign exchange supply and
demand and the rates of major currencies.
Yestersday’s fix was even lower than Tuesday’s
close of 6.3232 yuan to the dollar. The unit closed
at 6.3870, weakening from a day before but trim-
ming losses from earlier, and Bloomberg News
reported that the central bank had intervened to
buy dollars and prop it up.

The new fixing mechanism still gives officials
some discretion in setting the rate, so that it will
not automatically follow the market. China allows
the yuan to trade only within a two percent range
on either side of the daily reference rate, although
the State Council, or cabinet, has signaled it
intends to widen the band. The central bank is
expected to defend the currency should it test the
limits.  The PBoC also dismissed expectations of
continued falls, saying in a statement the
exchange rate movements were normal and
“there is no base for continued depreciation”.

Sentiment hurt
But global markets continued their slide, with

Hong Kong stocks closing down 2.38 percent yes-
terday and Tokyo losing 1.58 percent, while oil
dropped after hitting a more than six-year low in
New York.  Shanghai shares closed down 1.06 per-
cent as worse-than-expected economic figures
also hurt sentiment. Industrial output grew 6.0
percent year-on-year in July, the government said,
slowing from a 6.8 percent increase in June and
coming in below expectations for a 6.6 percent
rise, while retail sales and fixed asset investment

also disappointed. Meanwhile, the International
Monetary Fund welcomed Beijing’s newly
announced system to value the country’s curren-
cy, saying it will allow market forces to play a
greater role in the nation. The IMF said the step
could be a boon in the long run. “The new mecha-
nism for determining the central parity of the ren-
minbi (yuan) announced by the PBC (People’s
Bank of China) appears a welcome step as  it
should allow market forces to have a greater role
in determining the exchange rate,” an IMF
spokesman said in a statement.  — Agencies  

Yuan rate slashed against 
US dollar for second day

IMF welcomes new currency valuation mechanism

HUAIBEI: Chinese women work at a garment factory in Huaibei in central China’s Anhui province. — AP 

BEIJING: A man rides his bicycle past the People’s Bank of China in Beijing
yesterday. — AFP 

HONG KONG: A pedestrian walks past Alibaba.com
advertising in Hong Kong. — AFP 

China’s Tencent posts 
25% profit surge in Q2 

HONG KONG: Chinese Internet giant Tencent saw its
net profit surge by 25 percent in the second quarter
buoyed by growth in online advertising revenue and its
popular messaging service WeChat, the company said
yesterday. Net profit for the three months to June 30
stood at 7.31 billion yuan ($1.14 billion), up 25 percent
from 5.84 billion yuan in the same period last year,
while revenue rose by 19 percent from 19.75 billion
yuan to 23.43 bill ion yuan. Analysts quoted by
Bloomberg News had forecast a revenue figure of 24
billion yuan, but earnings were seen as better than
expected. Shares in Tencent closed down 4.19 percent
at HK$134.9 ($17.39) in Hong Kong yesterday while the
overall market was down 2.38 percent. Tencent’s half-
yearly earnings measured from January to June grew
year-on-year by 15 percent to 14.20 billion yuan, while
revenue growth in the period was 20 percent.

Malaysia’s currency slumps 
to weakest level in 17 years

KUALA LUMPUR: Malaysia’s ringgit curren-
cy slid past 4.0 to the dollar yesterday for
the first time in 17 years, pounded by con-
cerns over economic growth and political
uncertainty stemming from a government
financial scandal. Analysts said China’s sur-
prise devaluation of the yuan also pressured
the ringgit, the worst-performing currency
in Asia over the past year. Malaysia’s econo-
my has been dogged for months by con-
cerns that slumping oil prices will harm
growth in the oil-exporting country. 

Prime Minister Najib Razak also is strug-
gling to fend off corruption allegations
related to his links with debt-ridden state
investment firm 1Malaysia Development
Berhad (1MDB). “Malaysia’s vulnerability is
heightened by deteriorating terms of trade,
high debt, and a fragile fiscal position highly
dependent on oil-related revenue,” said
Chua Hak Bin, an economist with Bank of
America Merrill Lynch.  “Political uncertainty
and 1MDB are also hurting consumer and
business confidence.” The ringgit closed
near 4.03 on Wednesday, down 1.36 percent
on the day and more than 20 percent over
the past year, according to Bloomberg
News. Najib has faced mounting pressure in
the past year over allegations that hundreds
of millions of dollars disappeared from deals
involving 1MDB, which he launched in
2009. The Wall Street Journal last month

reported that Malaysian government inves-
tigators had found nearly $700 million was
routed to Najib’s personal bank accounts.
Najib and 1MDB have denied wrongdoing,
and Malaysia’s anti-graft agency has
claimed the deposits were “donations” from
unidentified parties, a contention that has
been questioned by critics.

Global funds have pulled about $3 bil-
lion from the country’s stock market this
year, Bloomberg said. Malaysia’s main stock

index has lost more than 13 percent since
April. The ringgit’s level yesterday was the
lowest since then-leader Mahathir
Mohamad imposed capital controls and a
peg of 3.8 ringgit per dollar in 1998 to
shield the economy amid a regional finan-
cial crisis. The government will today
unveil the figure for second-quarter eco-
nomic growth, which analysts expect to
have slowed from the previous quarter’s
5.6 percent. — AFP 

KUALA LUMPUR: Construction workers walk across a platform at a building
site in Kuala Lumpur yesterday. — AFP 

UAE’s TAQA close to 
signing $3.1 b loan 

DUBAI: Abu Dhabi National Energy Company (TAQA) is close to
sealing a $3.1 billion five-year loan which will consolidate exist-
ing debts into a new, lower-cost facility, three sources familiar
with the matter said yesterday. The transaction has been final-
ized by the banks backing the loan, but the firm is still waiting
for the assent of the emirate’s Debt Management Office (DMO)
before it can formally sign the deal, the sources said, speaking
on condition of anonymity as the information is not public. 

TAQA, which is 74.1 percent owned by the Abu Dhabi gov-
ernment and which reports second-quarter earnings on
Thursday, declined to comment. The DMO needs to approve
fundraising by Abu Dhabi government-related entities under
rules introduced to prevent excessive borrowing by state com-
panies in the wake of Dubai’s debt problems at the turn of the
decade. This had applied to bond issues but is now being
applied to loans too, according to one of the sources-an Abu
Dhabi-based banker-who said the lack of precedent meant it
was taking longer than expected. 

“There isn’t a template to follow as it’s not been done before
so they (the DMO) are having to put one together,” he said, fore-
casting assent should arrive by the end of August. Despite this
delay, the loan is being regarded as a strong result for the com-
pany, which sought an interest rate that bankers said was diffi-
cult to justify in an environment where lower oil revenues were
squeezing liquidity in the local banking system.

Pricing on the loan starts at 50 basis points over the London
interbank offered rate, although it increases once certain fees
have been added. A number of banks joined the eight lenders
that initially backed the loan during a marketing phase which
began in June.  This allowed the size of the facility to increase
from the $3 billion identified at the start of marketing, though
not as far as the $3.5 billion the company was said to be seek-
ing in May, when the process first started. — Reuters
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HONG KONG: Asian stocks and emerging
currencies tumbled yesterday and com-
modities fell after China allowed the yuan to
fall sharply for a second straight day, forcing
investors to seek refuge in safe-haven gov-
ernment debt. Yesterday, the People’s Bank
of China set its midpoint rate weaker than
Tuesday’s closing market rate, which had
already fallen sharply after China devalued
its currency by 2 percent in a surprise move.

The central bank had billed Tuesday’s move
as a free-market reform but experts suspect
it could be the beginning of a longer-term
slide in the exchange rate to make China’s
ailing exports more competitive.

The rapid drop in the value of China’s cur-
rency-more than 4 percent in the last two
days-dealt a body blow to appetite for risky
assets globally, with equities, currencies and
commodities coming under selling pressure

as money managers weighed the implica-
tions of China’s latest policy move. MSCI’s
broadest index of Asia-Pacific shares outside
Japan fell 1.5 percent to two-year lows.
Stock markets from Australia to Singapore
were a sea of  red in early deals.  Jens
Nordvig,  managing director of Nomura
Securities, said in a note the yuan’s weak-
ness over the last two days has the “poten-
tial to turn into a trend very quickly” and can

impact US growth and “meaningfully
impact risk sentiment”.

The Dow fell 1.2 percent and the S&P
500 shed 1 percent as China’s currency
move on Tuesday added to worries
about the global economic outlook and
hit companies with large exposure to
China, such as Apple Inc and Caterpillar.
Many Western firms have already been
reporting slowing sales in China as its
economy cools. Emerging market cur-
rencies from Indonesia to Brazil reeled
as investors feared central  banks
around the world could rush to weaken
their own currencies in response. That
meant only the greenback was left
standing tall with the US dollar holding
near a two-month high of 125.15 yen ,
while the broad dollar index was stuck
within recent trading ranges.

Currencies considered as China prox-
ies were singled out for special punish-
ment, with the Australian dollar nursing
losses at 0.7255 per dollar after falling
more than 1.5 percent overnight. “The
bottom line is that we believe investors
will orientate portfolios towards more
rate cuts rather than currency weak-

ness.  Real rates are way too high, in our
view,” wrote Sean Darby, chief global
equity strategist  at  Jeffr ies.
Commodities investors worried that
prolonged yuan weakness could revive
deflationary pressures, with a 19-com-
modity Thomson Reuters/Core
Commodity CRB Index holding near
lows not seen since 2003.

US crude oil futures fell more than 4
percent overnight to a six-year low
before managing to recover 1.1 percent
to $43.57 a barrel  early yesterday.
Copper and aluminum also hit six-year
lows on Tuesday as the cheaper yuan
fueled worries the world’s top metals
consumer would cut back on imports.
Copper posted a modest bounce after
the overnight slide, with three-month
copper on the London Metal Exchange
(LME) edging up 0.7 percent to $5,159 a
ton. Bonds were the solitary bright
spot,  with the benchmark 10-year
Treasury note yield sliding five basis
points to a three-month low of 2.087
percent. Its 10-year Japanese counter-
part fell to a three-month trough of
0.38 percent.— Reuters

PARIS: Chinese tourists queue to enter in a fashion store in Paris. China’s currency fell
further yesterday following a surprise change in its exchange rate mechanism that rat-
tled global markets and threatens to fan trade tensions with the United States and
Europe. — AP 

LONDON: Oil prices rose yesterday
after an upbeat report from the IEA
outweighed the bearish impact of a
further weakening of China’s yuan
currency and disappointing Chinese
industrial output data. The yuan hit a
four-year low yesterday after China
allowed it to slide further following a
mini-devaluation on Tuesday to sup-
port the slowing Chinese economy,
where industrial output grew less
than expected in July. China is the
world’s biggest oil consumer after the
United States and a weaker yuan
erodes Chinese purchasing power for
dollar-denominated imports like oil,
potentially reducing fuel demand.

But, while slowing demand from
China has helped bring down oi l
prices at a time of oversupply by big
producers in the Middle East ,  oi l
demand elsewhere is accelerating,
the International Energy Agency (IEA)
said yesterday. The world oil market
had begun to rebalance as low fuel
prices stimulated extra consumption,
it said. “While a rebalancing has clear-
ly begun, the process is likely to be
prolonged as a supply overhang is
expected to persist through 2016 -
suggesting global inventories will pile

up further,” the Paris-based energy
watchdog said.

Benchmark Brent crude oil was up
30 cents a barrel at $49.48 by 1200
GMT, well above a six-month intraday
low of $48.24 hit on Monday, but less
than half its value a year ago. US light
crude oil was up 20 cents at $43.28.
On Tuesday the US crude futures con-
tract closed at its lowest settlement
since March 2009. World oil produc-
tion is running at up to 3 million bar-
rels per day (bpd) above consump-
tion, analysts say, increasing stock-
piles in all continents and depressing
spot markets for crude and oil prod-
ucts such as gasoline and jet fuel.

But sharp price falls are beginning
to encourage demand. The IEA fore-
cast world oil demand would grow by
1.6 million bpd this year, up 200,000
bpd from its previous estimate and
“the fastest pace in five years”. In the
short term, the oil market is still wor-
rying about the state of the Chinese
economy, the largest consumer of
most commodities, including many
forms of energy such as coal. China’s
struggles also hit coal yesterday with
benchmark futures falling to levels
last seen a decade ago.— Reuters

Oil steadies as bullish IEA 
balances China yuan slide

LONDON: Gold rose for a fifth session in
a row yesterday, hitting a fresh three-
week high as the dollar and European
equities slid on concerns over China’s
devaluation of its currency. Earlier in the
day, the People’s Bank of China set the
yuan’s midpoint reference rate weaker
than Tuesday’s surprise 2 percent deval-
uation. The move sparked fears of a cur-
rency war and hit global equities,
prompting some investors to seek assets
perceived as safer such as gold. The met-
al has now recovered more than 3 per-
cent from a 5-1/2-year low of $1,077 dur-
ing a late-July rout. 

Spot gold rose as much as 1 percent
to its highest since July 20 at $1,119.80
an ounce in earlier trade and was up 0.7
percent at $1,116.09 by 1149 GMT. US
gold for December delivery gained 0.7
percent to $1,115.80 an ounce. Gold was
lifted by a weaker dollar, down 0.9 per-
cent against a basket of currencies, and
lower US Treasury yields on doubts over
whether the US Federal Reserve will
raise interest rates in the wake of China’s
devaluation.  A weaker US currency
makes dollar-denominated gold cheap-
er for foreign buyers, while the fall in
returns from US bonds is seen as posi-

tive for the metal, which pays no inter-
est. “Although Fed policymakers are
looking at what’s happening in China
and other economies, they are likely to
stick by a September rate hike, as they
indicated after the Chinese stocks tur-
moil in July,” Natixis analyst Bernard
Dahdah said. “The support we are seeing
in gold could therefore be short-lived.”

China’s devaluation is unlikely to dis-
tract the Fed from a domestic economy
that appears increasingly ready for
higher interest rates, economists and
Fed watchers said. But if China’s action
indeed spurs a currency war, other cur-
rencies would depreciate while dollar
strength continued, analysts said, which
would eventually weaken gold. The
weaker yuan would make it  more
expensive for China, the world’s top
consumer, to import gold, potentially
extending weak Chinese demand seen
since 2014, said OCBC Bank analyst
Barnabas Gan. Spot si lver was
unchanged at $15.27 an ounce after hit-
ting a one-month high on Tuesday.
Platinum gained 0.1 percent to $985.25
an ounce, having touched a three-week
top overnight and palladium was up 0.4
percent at $603.97. — Reuters

Gold hits three-week 
top on lower dollar 

Risky assets reel as yuan falls for 2nd day
Asian stocks plunge to 2-year lows 
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DUBAI: Middle East stock markets fell yesterday in
line with global equities that, along with commodity
prices, came under pressure from the continuing
devaluation of the Chinese yuan. Even oil’s midday
rebound failed to stop the sell-off and Egypt, which
unlike Gulf states also faces pressure on its currency,
was hit the most. The Cairo index dropped 2.1 per-
cent, with most stocks in the red. Non-Arab institu-
tional investors were the main net sellers, according
to bourse data.

Commercial International Bank, the country’s
biggest listed lender, dropped 2.7 percent. Property

developer Talaat Moustafa Group and investment
bank EFG Hermes both lost ground despite positive
earnings announcements. Talaat Moustafa fell 3.5 per-
cent after reporting a 12 percent increase in first-half
profit, while EFG Hermes dropped by 3.4 percent after
second-quarter results showed net profit up 38 per-
cent, excluding a non-recurring gain from the sale of
its stake in developer SODIC. “Today’s sell-off was
mostly due to China,” said Harshjit Oza, an analyst at
Cairo-based Naeem brokerage. “All emerging markets
went through some correction because of that.” He
added that slower growth of China’s economy could

hit traffic in the Suez Canal, which is an important for-
eign currency earner for Cairo. Saudi Arabia’s main
index dipped by 0.6 percent, with most blue-chip
stocks in negative territory. Petrochemicals heavy-
weight Saudi Basic Industries Corp (SABIC), the shares
of which are sensitive to oil prices, slipped 0.3 per-
cent. The sell-off also affected other sectors. The king-
dom’s biggest listed foodmaker, Savola Group, fell 2.6
percent and National Commercial Bank, the biggest
local lender, was down 0.8 percent.    

Dubai’s index fell 1.2 percent, with Emaar
Properties and Dubai Islamic Bank down 1.6 percent

and 0.8 percent respectively. Construction and engi-
neering company Drake and Scull tumbled by 3.7
percent after it reported a 60 percent decline in sec-
ond-quarter profit attributable to shareholders.  The
company said sentiment in the sector was bearish
and its margins had come under pressure because of
delays on several projects. Abu Dhabi’s bourse lost 1
percent, with oil and gas company Dana Gas down
1.7 percent. Qatar’s index inched 0.1 percent lower.
Gulf International Services, which provides drilling
rigs and other services for the oil and gas sector, was
the biggest faller, dropping by 3.4 percent. —  Reuters

Middle East markets hit by global run on equities
Mideast Stock Markets 

MOSCOW: Office employees take a break near the skyscrapers of the “Moscow City” in Moscow, Russia. — AP 

ATHENS: Athens and its creditors yesterday put
the finishing touches to a third international
bailout agreement aimed at saving Greece’s
stricken economy from collapse. The 400-page
text has already been submitted to the Greek par-
liament for a crucial vote on ratifying the deal,
which sets out the fiscal and other policy meas-
ures that Athens must take in exchange for the
85-billion-euro ($94 billion) lifeline.  

Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras called for
MPs to vote on the accord Thursday, although the
parliament website did not indicate when exami-
nation of the text would start. The Greek govern-
ment and the European Commission said Tuesday
that they had reached the outlines of the rescue
package, which calls for a gas market overhaul,
ends most early retirement schemes, eliminates
fuel price benefits for farmers and raises some
taxes, among other measures.

The government said Greek banks-which were
forced to shut down for three weeks as panicked
customers withdrew billions of euros, fearing for
the safety of their deposits-would immediately
receive 10 billion euros from the package, and will
be fully recapitalized by the end of the year.
Greece and its creditors-the EU, the European
Central Bank, and the International Monetary
Fund-are under pressure to finalize the deal by
next Thursday when Athens must repay some 3.4
billion euros to the ECB. The European
Commission said Athens and its creditors had
reached a technical agreement “in principle” on
what will be the debt-crippled country’s third
bailout since 2010. But hours after Athens sug-
gested the deal was all but done after marathon
negotiations ended early Tuesday, Commission
spokeswoman Annika Breidthardt said: “What we
don’t have is a political agreement.” The draft deal
comes after months of acrimonious negotiations
between the creditors and Greece’s left-wing
government, which came to power in January
promising an end to years of painful austerity
demanded in exchange for the cash.

Investor relief
Investors reacted with relief to news of the

outline deal, with shares in Athens closing
Tuesday 2.14 percent higher four a fourth straight

day of gains. But in early trading yesterday the
ATHEX index was down 1.68 percent.  Both sides
said details remained to be hammered out, and
an EU source stressed it was still not certain that it
would be finalized by next Thursday’s ECB pay-
ment deadline-leaving open the possibility that
Athens might need emergency funding.

‘Agreement is a big word’
“We might need a few days’ bridging (funding),”

the source said on condition of anonymity.  “In that
case, we need all the member states” to approve
such a loan, the source added, in a potential fresh
headache for negotiators.  And the deal still lacks
official endorsement at the top political level, with
eurozone finance ministers likely to meet at the
weekend. Finnish Finance Minister Alexander
Stubb-one of the hardliners on the accord-stressed
there was more work to be done, telling reporters:

“Agreement is a big word.” But a Greek government
source said Tsipras had late Tuesday evening and
requested an emergency session of parliament for
Thursday-with all lawmakers required to attend-for
the crucial vote on ratifying the deal.  

Tsipras is under pressure from many hardliners
in his radical left Syriza party who say the new
accord will pile further austerity on a weakened
economy and goes against the party’s campaign
pledges. He suffered major rebellions by Syriza
members in two previous votes on the bailout. The
embattled prime minister has warned that he may
be forced to call early elections if the mutiny con-
tinues. An analyst at Capital Economics urged cau-
tion over the deal, saying: “While Greece appears
finally to be on the verge of receiving a third
bailout, the extremely optimistic economic and fis-
cal projections underlying the plan suggest that it
might not last for very long.” —  AFP 

Greece and creditors 
fine-tune 3rd bailout

400-page text submitted to Greek parliament 

THESSALONIKI: A fisherman sits at the seaside of the northern Greek port city of Thessaloniki.
Greece has agreed on the broad terms of a new three-year bailout package with international
creditors, with only a few details left to iron out. — AP 

MOSCOW: A week after angering many in
Russia by burning illegally imported Western
food, authorities have started feeding Dutch
flowers to the flames. Officials say blooms
from the Netherlands, which supplies much
of Russia’s $2.5 billion flower market, pose
safety risks because they may be infected.
Critics say the “flower war” marks a new low
in relations with the West and is Moscow’s
retaliation for a Dutch investigation into the
downing of a Malaysian airliner over rebel-
held east Ukraine in July last year. Whatever
the reason, ordinary Russians, already strug-
gling with unemployment and inflation, can
expect higher flower prices in the next few
weeks when demand soars as children
returning to school traditionally give flowers
to their teachers.

“These are freshly cut flowers from the
Netherlands infected with western
Californian flower thrips,” Russian agricultural
watchdog Rosselkhoznadzor’s chief sanitary
inspector, Yekaterina Slakova, explained as
television showed workers burning boxes
filled with roses. Authorities are now consid-
ering a ban on flowers from the Netherlands,
which sends up to 5 percent of its flower
sales to Russia. “We just have to check every
shipment of the flowers ourselves,” said the
Russian agricultural watchdog’s spokesman,
Alexei Alexeyenko.

Politically motivated
Relations between Russia and the

Netherlands collapsed following the down-
ing of Malaysia Airlines flight MH17. Dutch
investigators blame Moscow-backed sepa-
ratists for shooting the airliner down with a
Russian-made missile. Russia denies involve-
ment and blames Ukraine for the tragedy,
which killed all 298 people on board. Most of
the dead were Dutch. Last month, Russia
vetoed a resolution co-sponsored by the
Netherlands to set up a UN-backed tribunal
to prosecute the culprits. “The Russians are
searching for any reason not to let our flow-

ers in. We know this is politically motivated,”
said a spokesperson for a Dutch flower firm,
who asked not to be named.

“No flowers will be sent to Russia until the
situation changes. Our red line is that the flow-
ers are inspected on Dutch soil rather than in
Russia,” the person added. Following the
downing of the plane, the West imposed sanc-
tions on Russia. Moscow retaliated by impos-
ing a ban on most Western food imports,
which backfired by spurring inflation. Last
week, Russian TV showed quantities of illegally
imported European cheese being bulldozed
while workers threw boxes of European bacon
into an incinerator. Russia insists the issue with
Dutch flowers is that they contain bugs that
the European Union does not recognise as
dangerous.

“Cut flowers infected with these organ-
isms pose a serious threat ...,” agricultural
supervisory body Rosselkhoznadzor said.
Robert Roodenburg of the Association of
Wholesale Floricultural Products, who nego-
tiates on behalf of Dutch producers, said
Russia was heavily dependent on Dutch
imports. “As prices spike, we expect the
Russians to initiate a solution to the prob-
lem,” he said. “At the moment, we don’t have
the means to exterminate all the organisms
that are unwanted by the Russians. We want
to use biological, not toxic means to elimi-
nate these organisms and developing that
technology will take time.”

VGB says Dutch flower exports to Russia
were worth 107 million euros in the first half
of 2015 but other estimates put the figure
higher due to black market trades. Russia
mostly imports roses, chrysanthemums and
tulips with foreign supplies accounting for
more than 80 percent of overall sales, one
third of which come from the Netherlands.
Analysts think prices could jump by over 50
percent if an import ban is imposed,
although Russian growers and exporters in
Kenya, Ecuador, Colombia and Israel could
benefit. — Reuters

After food, now Russia 
burns Dutch flowers 

‘Flower war’ seen as new low 
in relations with West

MOSCOW: Russia’s currency fell to a six-
month low yesterday as oil prices were
forced down by China’s devaluation of the
yuan for the second straight day, with the
dollar topping 65 rubles. The ruble hit 65.25
to the dollar and 72.48 to the euro in early
trading before recovering slightly,
approaching the lows of over 67 rubles in
early February. 

The ruble’s creeping 20 percent slide
over the last two months has given rise to
new fears of destabilization and a run on
the currency similar to one in December
that was  brought on by falling oil prices

and Western sanctions over Ukraine.
Russia’s government has predicted that the
economy would have hit the bottom in the
second quarter, when it contracted by 4.6
percent year-on-year.  Analysts have said
they expect a recovery will start in the cur-
rent quarter. The ruble is highly dependent
on oil prices, as oil and gas is the main
source of Russia’s income. Russia’s opti-
mism regarding an oil recovery has been
“short-lived,” said a note by ING Bank’s chief
Russia economist Dmitry Polevoy. Oil prices
fell late Tuesday following China’s first sur-
prise currency devaluation. — AFP 

Russia’s ruble slides 
on Chinese yuan cut

MOSCOW: Cars drive past an exchange office sign showing the currency exchange
rate in Moscow. — AP 

LONDON: British wage growth fell to a three-
month low in June and rapid gains in employ-
ment seen over the past couple of years
ground to a halt, official figures showed yes-
terday, reinforcing the view that the Bank of
England is in no rush to raise interest rates.
Headline annual earnings growth fell sharply
to 2.4 percent in the three months to June
from 3.2 percent in the three months to May,
the Office for National Statistics said, after a
fall in bonuses took a bigger toll than econo-
mists had forecast. The ONS said the figures
strengthen the possibility that “the jobs mar-

ket is leveling off ”, while economists had
mixed views, with some seeing weakness
while others pointed to a stronger underlying
picture for wages and productivity.

The unemployment rate held steady at
5.6 percent after an unexpected rise in the
three months to May, while the total number
of people in work was 63,000 lower than the
near-record level of 31.1 million reached in
the first three months of 2015. Sterling hit a
one-month low versus the euro after the
data and British yields fell as traders viewed
the data as further reducing the chance of

any BoE action on rates in 2015. “The latest
UK labor market figures showing a fall in
employment and weaker wage growth sup-
port the consensus view on the Monetary
Policy Committee that interest rates do not
need to rise before the end of the year,”
Samuel Tombs, an economist at Capital
Economics, said.

Markets pushed back expectations for an
interest rate rise in Britain last week after only
one Bank of England official voted for a rise in
borrowing costs against expectations that
two or more would do so. With inflation at

zero and a strong pound keeping price pres-
sures in check, the BoE is closely eyeing
Britain’s labor market as it judges when to
raise interest rates for the first time since the
start of the financial crisis in 2008. The nearly
12 percent drop in bonuses in June-the
largest in more than a year-reflected one big
company having lower bonuses than in the
previous year and another changing the tim-
ing of pay-outs, the ONS said.

Excluding bonuses, average weekly earn-
ings growth held steady at 2.8 percent in the
three months to June as expected. This rate

was last higher in early 2009. A forward-look-
ing indicator of unemployment, the number
of people claiming jobless benefits, dropped
by 4,900 in July, and the ONS heavily revised
down a rise it had reported for June. “Today’s
figures do not shift our views on monetary
policy prospects,” Philip Shaw, an economist
at Investec, said. “A run of several months of
falling employment ... might well cause the
MPC to have second thoughts about the tim-
ing of the first rate increase, but we remain
unconvinced that the tone of the past couple
of reports will be maintained.” — Reuters

Lower bonuses hit UK wage growth; jobless rate steady
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KUWAIT: East Asian countries experienced rapid
urbanization over the past two decades.
According to a recent report by the World Bank,
between the years 2000 and 2010, the urban
population in East Asia grew at an average annu-
al rate of 3%, adding a total of 200 million people
to cities in the region. Urban land grew at slower
rate, growing at an average of 2.4% per year dur-
ing the same time period. A notable feature of
East Asia’s urbanization is that cities have
become much more densely populated. 

The urban population density rose from 5,400
people per square kilometer to 5,800 between
2000 and 2010, which is about 1.5 times the
average urban population density of the world.
Despite this massive population shift into urban
areas, only 36 percent of East Asia’s population
currently live in cities, and a mere 1 percent of
total land is urban, suggesting that rapid urban-
ization could continue well into the next few
decades.

Urbanization has been both a result and a
driver of economic growth in East Asia. The link

between urbanization and rising income levels
has been well established in numerous studies.
Most countries become at least 50 percent
urbanized when they reach middle-income sta-
tus, while high-income countries tend to be
more than 70 percent urbanized. The causal
direction between income and urbanization can
go both ways. Rising income levels tend to be
associated with a shift in the sectoral composi-
tion of production away from agriculture, a rural
sector, and into manufacturing and services, con-
centrated in urban areas. 

Conversely, urbanization can also promote
rising income levels through agglomeration
economies, where the large concentration of
resources and talent in cities makes them impor-
tant drivers of economic growth and innovation.
Rates of urbanization growth varied widely
between countries across the region. Over the
last decade, China and the three largest south
East Asian countries by GDP (Indonesia, Malaysia
and Thailand) experienced faster urbanization
growth rates than elsewhere in the region.  

The proportion of China’s urban population
almost doubled, growing from 30% to 55%
between 2004 and 2014, and for Indonesia it
grew from 35% to 54%. For Malaysia, the urban

population rose from 54% to 74%, and for
Thailand it grew from 30% to 47%. These coun-
tries, with the exception of Malaysia, are still at
an early stage in the urbanization process com-

pared to the more developed economies in the
region, such as South Korea, Singapore and
Hong Kong, despite the massive urban growth
that they have experienced. Hence, over the next
few decades, East Asia’s urbanization and urban-
ization-driven economic growth will be driven
largely by these countries. 

The GCC countries will likely be negatively
impacted from East Asia’s urban growth over
the coming decades. The compactness of urban
areas means less travel distances, as well as an
increased reliance on public transportation and
bicycles, which lowers the demand for fuel.
Additionally, urbanization tends to be associat-
ed with a transition away from manufacturing
and into services, which depend less on oil than
manufacturing. If managed properly, East Asia’s
rapid urban growth could well  reduce its
rel iance on oil  products in the next few
decades, hurting oil exporters like the GCC. This
is all the more reason for the GCC to diversify
away from their near-complete dependence on
oil revenues. 

East Asia’s rapid urbanization set to continue 
ASIYA CAPITAL INVESTMENT WEEKLY ANALYSIS

NBK ECONOMIC UPDATE

LONDON: Britain’s Pearson brought an end to its
near 60-year ownership of The Economist yesterday,
agreeing to sell its 50 percent stake in a deal that
makes Italy’s Agnelli family the largest shareholder
in the weekly title. The 469 million pound ($731 mil-
lion) deal had been expected after Pearson sold the
Financial Times newspaper last month to Japan’s
Nikkei to focus on its education business. The
Economist, a famously opinionated advocate of free
markets, said the deal would be structured in such a
way as to guarantee its editorial independence.

Pearson said it would sell its stake to Exor, a
holding vehicle for the Agnelli family, and to The
Economist Group. To finance the purchase The
Economist, founded in 1843, said it would sell the
Economist building in London’s exclusive St James’s
district, its home since the 1960s. “The board’s prior-
ity was to secure the independence of the owner-

ship of the Group and the continued editorial inde-
pendence of The Economist,” said Rupert Pennant-
Rea, the chairman of The Economist Group. “The
strength of the Group’s balance sheet meant that
we could reorganize our shares so as to reinforce
our editorial independence and benefit our share-
holders.”

While many publications have been convulsed
by the rapid shift of both readers and advertisers
online, the Economist has grown in strength, target-
ing executives and policymakers with authoritative
stories to boast a paid circulation of 1.6 million a
week. Under the terms of the deal, Exor will pay 287
million pounds to increase its stake to 43.4 percent
from 4.7 percent and The Economist Group will pay
182 million pounds to repurchase Pearson’s remain-
ing ordinary shares. The other shareholders will see
their holdings rise due to the group buying back

the remaining shares from Pearson, with Rothschild
the second-biggest investor at around 27 percent.

Exor added that, subject to a shareholder vote,
the governance rules of The Economist would be
amended to limit the voting powers of any single
shareholder to 20 percent, and to ensure that no
one individual or company can own more than 50
percent of the group’s shares. Exor, which also holds
a controlling stake in carmaker Fiat Chrysler
Automobiles , among others, has been investing to
diversify its portfolio away from the capital inten-
sive and cyclical automotive business. “We are con-
vinced of the huge potential that still lies ahead and
particularly in The Economist’s ability to seize the
many development opportunities linked to the
digitisation of the media industry,” John Elkann, the
CEO of Exor and a scion of the Agnelli family, said in
the statement.— Reuters

Agnelli family lifts stake in The 
Economist as Pearson sells out 

Deal is worth 469 million poundsDUBAI: Drake & Scull International PJSC
(DSI), a regional market leader in the inte-
grated design, engineering and construc-
tion disciplines of Civil  Contracting,
Mechanical,  Electrical and Plumbing
(MEP), Water and Power, Rail and Oil and
Gas reported yesterday total Revenue of
AED 2.39 billion and Net Profit of AED 34
million for the first half of 2015 ended
June 30th. The company achieved a 2%
YoY growth in Revenue in H1 2015. 37 %
of the consolidated group revenue was
generated in KSA which remains the
largest market for DSI in H1 2015.
Operations in the UAE picked up momen-
tum and contributed 28 % of the group
revenue; up by 7% as compared to the
same period in 2014. 

Operations in Qatar improved and con-
tributed 16% of the group revenue for the
period, up by 8% compared to last year.
Revenue from the Engineering business
reached a record high contributing 60% of

the group revenue, up 11% as compared
to the same period in 2014.The General
Contracting business contributed 35% of
the group revenue, down by 8% as com-
pared to the same period last year.
Operating profit for H1 2015 was AED 58
million down by 27% as compared to the
same period in 2014. The decline in the
operating margins is attributed to delays
and cost overruns on projects across sev-
eral markets.

Total new project awards for the first
half of the year reached AED 1.42 billion
taking the group Backlog value to AED
13.24 billion as of June 30th 2015. The
Engineering and General Contracting busi-
nesses constituted 87% and 13% of the
new project awards secured in the first
half of the year respectively. The UAE com-
prised the largest share of the new awards
accounting for 75% of the group awards
and Oman comprised 25% in H1 2015. The
majority of the new awards were secured
in the hospitality sector which accounted
for 58% of the group awards while the
commercial and residential sectors stood
at 24% and 18% respectively.

Commenting on the results, Khaldoun
Tabari, CEO and Vice-Chairman of Drake &
Scull International PJSC, said: “We have
met our top line target for the first half of
the year; however, we continue to face
pressure on our margins as a result of the
delays on several projects.  Despite the
bearish business sentiment across the sec-
tor, we’ve started Q3 2015 on a positive
note with AED 305 Million worth of new
projects in Kuwait and we remain focused
on improving our operation efficiency and
increased focus on collections across all
markets.” 

DSI records AED 2.39 b in 
revenue, AED 58 million 

in operating profit 

Etihad Airways
strengthens
partnership 

with Man City 
ABU DHABI: Etihad Airways, and its award winning global
loyalty program Etihad Guest, have strengthened its exist-
ing partnership with Manchester City Football Club (MCFC)
by offering an enhanced rewards program for fans of the
Premier League club. The upgraded ‘Etihad Guest Sky Blue’
rewards program will offer MCFC fans and Etihad Guest
members around the world special discounts on flights,
tickets for football matches, merchandise and exclusive
opportunities to access the club. 

Peter Baumgartner, Etihad Airways’ Chief Commercial
Officer, said: “Through the new initiative, we are strength-
ening our partnership with the football club and expand-
ing the Etihad Guest offer to fans around the world. The
make-up of MCFC’s fan base is already international and
through a scheme like Sky Blue, fans around the world can
have access to joint benefits including discounted flights,
match tickets and money-can’t-buy fan experiences all in
one place.”

Effective immediately, fans can sign up to the Etihad
Guest Sky Blue program by enrolling into Etihad Guest.
Existing Etihad Guest members are also eligible to join the
Sky Blue program and take advantage of the benefits
offered. Sky Blue members will qualify for a 10 per cent dis-
count on Etihad Airways flights, 10 per cent discount on
Etihad Holidays for UK and UAE members, eligibility to win
free tickets to matches and have access to special rewards
and discounts on club merchandise. They can also take part
in tours of the Etihad Stadium to get a flavour of what it is
like to be a Premier League star from behind the scenes.

Diego Gigliani, Director of Media and Fan Relationship
Management for City Football Marketing, which manages
MCFCs’ commercial partnerships, said: “Through the new
and improved Sky Blue program, Etihad Guest will bring
even more benefits to loyal MCFC fans around the globe.
It’s yet another example of the strength of our relationship
with Etihad Airways and its commitment to providing fan-
tastic experiences for our fans.”

The UAE is already home to many MCFC supporters,
who will be able to cheer on their team with fellow fans, as
they watch games screened live at dedicated Fan Zones in
Abu Dhabi. Members of the program will also have access
to special rates for City Football Schools, for those younger
footballers who are training like the next Sergio Aguero, Joe
Hart or David Silva. To sign up for further details on the ben-
efits, visit: www.skyblue.mcfc.com Etihad Airways has been
MCFC’s main club partner since May 2009, with the club
enjoying considerable success during that time, picking up
four trophies including two as the Barclays Premier League
Champions. The Etihad Stadium is the centre piece of the
Etihad Campus, which encompasses a large part of the
Sport City site in East Manchester. 

KUWAIT: Kuwait Finance and Investment
Company (KFIC) has announced its finan-
cial results for the first half results of 2015,
where the company attained a profit of KD
543.710. In this occasion, Board Member
and Chief Executive Officer, Tareq Mishari
Al-Bahar stressed that the quarterly results
demonstrate that KFIC enjoys a strong and
significant financial position. Al-Bahar also
noted that this step will give the company
an opportunity for growth in its business;
which is concentrated in multiple geo-
graphical sectors. “This in return reflects the
approach that we are pursuing. In which it
relies on the diversification of the compa-
ny’s investment portfolio, in an effort to
minimize risk and to generate steady cash
flows”.

Al-Bahar then revealed:”KFIC succeeded
in reaching an agreement with some of the
non-regular customers to repay their debts
entirely.” Al-Bahar then added that volume
of such debts, amounts to about1.5million
Kuwaiti dinars. Al-Bahar explained that
such debts will be collected during the
third and fourth quarters of this year, which
will result in recording an approximate
profit that amounts to 750 thousand
Kuwaiti Dinars. With a profitability rate of
2.4fils per share during the remainingperi-
odof2015, and this is upon the completion
of the debts collection entirely. 

Al-Bahar pointed out that this agree-
ment will lead to a substantial reduction of

the non-performing debt ratio for the com-
mercial financing portfolio of the company.
This in return will reflect positively on the
financial indicators of the company during
the upcoming period. Al-Bahar concluded
his statement, saying: “KFIC is moving in
the right direction, and we anticipate a
continuity in positive performance during
the upcoming period. As we are working
relentlessly to achieve the company’s goals
in accordance to the 2015/2020 strategy.
Which revolves around a focus on key sec-
tors such as(consumer finance, asset man-
agement, and brokerage) with an intent to
create an added value for the company’s
shareholders. 

KUWAIT: A turbulent July saw prices for the
international crude oil benchmark, Brent, drop
by at least 14% and the US marker, West Texas
Intermediate (WTI), fall by almost 21%. Dated
Brent fell to $52.3 per barrel (bbl) by the end of
the month-its worst performance since last
December-and WTI declined to $47.1/bbl. (Chart
1.) The last time WTI experienced such a fall was
during the financial crisis of October 2008, when
the price plummeted by 30%. Kuwait Export
crude, meanwhile, closed the month at
$50.42/bbl, a drop of 12% on the month.

The price drop was largely triggered by the
signing of the nuclear agreement between Iran
and the West and the prospect of Iranian crude
returning to already oversupplied oil markets
once sanctions are lifted. With OPEC production
elevated at around 31 million barrels per day
(mb/d) and US output from shale resilient so far
in the face of lower oil prices, the supply glut
that has characterized international markets
since the middle of 2014 has shown little sign of
unwinding. 

Further depressing prices in July, was the
Chinese stock market sell-off, which raised con-
cerns that energy demand in the world largest
energy consumer was beginning to slow down,
and the relatively stronger US dollar. In the
futures market, as of 31 July, prices for Brent
crude contracts for delivery in December 2015
through to December 2017 fell over the course
of the month. But with a contango curve (near-
term prices lower than long-term prices) still
very much in evidence, the market continues to
expect prices to rebound, to $63.8/bbl in
December 2017.  

Demand growth 
According to the International Energy

Agency (IEA), world oil demand growth eased to
a preliminary estimate of 1.4 mb/d in 2Q15, from
1.8 mb/d in 1Q15. Consequently, the IEA has
revised down total world demand growth for
2015 by 0.1mb/d, to an average of 1.3 mb/d.
Demand growth may, however, be affected pos-
itively by an uptick in Iranian crude demand in
the wake of the nuclear agreement and the
removal of sanctions and, negatively, by the
Greek crisis and its repercussions; any slide
towards a Grexit in the coming months would
almost certainly impact domestic demand in
Greece and, potentially, other EU countries, were
the turmoil to spread.

The agency also included projections for
2016 in its most recent oil market report: for
2016, world oil demand is expected to average
95.2 mb/d, an increase of 1.2 mb/d compared to
this year. Demand growth in 2016 is set to be
driven almost entirely by non-OECD countries,
particularly those in Asia, hence the markets’
recent focus on China. For the OECD, the IEA
reckons that increasing energy efficiency gains
will cancel out potential demand gains attributa-
ble to economic growth.

High production 
Total OPEC crude oil supply increased by

285,000 b/d to 31.3 mb/d in June, according to
OPEC figures obtained from secondary sources.
Crude output from Saudi Arabia, the UAE and
Iraq reached record highs of 10.2 mb/d, 2.9
mb/d and 4.0 mb/d, respectively. Breaking
through the 4.0 mb/d barrier was a significant
milestone for Iraq, OPEC’s second largest pro-
ducer, and all the more remarkable in light of the
prevailing softness in oil prices and the fact that

the central government is currently engaged in
a costly war against Islamic State (IS), which con-
trols at least a third of Iraq’s territory. 

Tensions with the Kurdistan Regional
Government (KRG) over oil rights and revenue
sharing are never far from the surface either. On
that point, the federal authorities are still unable
to produce a comprehensive hydrocarbon law
acceptable to the provincial governments
(including the KRG). Such a law could have gone
some way towards clarifying and resolving some
of the oil-related disputes. 

In Kuwait, oil output dropped for the second
month in a row in June, to 2.7 mb/d. The closure
of the 220,000 b/d Wafra field in the shared
Neutral Zone in May due to an operational dis-
pute with Saudi Arabian Chevron was the pri-
mary reason. It is not clear how long the field will
remain offline, or whether Kuwait has the capac-
ity to boost output from its other fields to com-
pensate for the loss of both Wafra and Khafji in
the Neutral Zone. The dispute has gone to inter-
national arbitration.

Meanwhile, non-OPEC crude production
increased by 200,000 b/d to 58.3 mb/d in June
according to the IEA. Returning Canadian and
Australian production after outages in May
along with higher biofuels production account-
ed for most of the increase during the month.
US crude oil output, meanwhile, remained
steady at around 9.5 mb/d in June, according to
preliminary data published by the US Energy
Information Administration (EIA). 

The resilience of US Light Tight Oil (LTO) pro-
duction in the face of depressed international oil
prices has somewhat surprised the markets,
although most projections including those of
the IEA are for US LTO output growth to slow
down over the next few months, as a result of
cuts in capital spending. The non-OPEC supply
forecast for 2015 remains unchanged at 58.0
mb/d, however, an increase of 1.0 mb/d on 2014.
Gains in both OPEC and non-OPEC production
in June brought total world oil supply for 2Q15
to 96.3 mb/d, an increase of 1.0 mb/d quarter-
on-quarter and a significant 3.4 mb/d increase
year-on-year. 

KUWAIT: National Bank of Kuwait (NBK) introduces NBK
Secure Online Shopping Service through 3D Secure tech-
nology. This new service provides the highest level of
Credit Card and Prepaid Card protection for its customers
against unauthorized usage when shopping online. NBK
presents this latest and enhanced Credit Card and
Prepaid Card security feature in association with
MasterCard and Visa. “With the growing number of online
payments globally, NBK is committed to delivering supe-
rior value to its customers through providing a secure
banking environment,” said Mohammed Al Othman, NBK
Deputy General Manager, Consumer banking Group.
“NBK customers enjoy both comfort and protection while
using their Credit Cards and Prepaid Cards over the inter-
net.”

“At NBK, we want to make sure that our customers’
internet purchases are as secure as possible. NBK Secure

Shopping adds another authentication step for online
payments. It is a free, quick, simple and secure payment
process that works by using a Passcode,” added Al
Othman. NBK Secure Shopping is based on a three
domain model named 3D secure service. The 3D secure
service adds an additional level of authentication by con-
firming customer identity with a dedicated 3D passcode
that makes internet shopping more secure.

NBK Customers can register for this service through
NBK’s website nbk.com prior to using their Credit Cards
and Prepaid Cards at participating 3D secure merchants
that incorporate the ‘Verified by Visa’ or ‘MasterCard
Secure Code’ sign. The Passcode that customers create
works as their unique online identifier, to protect them
from unauthorized use when making online transactions.
For more information, contact NBK’s call center at
1801801, or visit nbk.com or your nearest NBK branch. 

KFIC reports a profit of 
KD543.710 for first half 

Tareq Mishari Al-Bahar KFIC Board
Member & CEO

NBK enhances online security 

Mohammed Al Othman

Elevated OPEC output, Iran 
nuke deal push prices lower 
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SAN FRANCISCO/MUMBAI:  Facebook is trying
to lure skeptical advertisers in India with fea-
tures such as free email support for questions
about advertising and advice on increasing
sales in a bid to boost revenue from its second
biggest market. Facebook has 132 million users
in India, trailing only the 193 million in the
United States, according to the company, and
the country is critical for the Menlo Park,
California, social network’s global expansion.
But so far, the payoff has been small: Facebook
earns 15 cents per user in India every quarter,
compared to the $7 to $8 it makes on each U.S.
user, according to analysts.

Facebook does not break out its revenues in
India, but Neil Shah, an analyst at Counterpoint
Research, a Hong Kong-based technology con-
sulting firm, estimates it brings in $15 million a
quarter, far behind the $350 million he esti-
mates Google earns there per quarter.

Google, which set up in India in 2004, has

been in the Indian market six years longer than
Facebook, and its search ads are more familiar
to advertisers there than the display ads
Facebook offers. The business-boosting fea-
tures, described to Reuters by company execu-
tives and Indian business people, are aimed at
advertisers such as Mohit Khattar, managing
director at online grocery company Godrej
Nature’s Basket, one of the roughly 60 to 65 mil-
lion small- and medium-sized businesses in the
country.

He said he began advertising on Facebook
about two months ago as the company
ramped up its online presence. He found that
advertising in-store events and sales helped
attract customers, but would not provide spe-
cific figures.

“Since our customers are on Facebook, we
are on Facebook.It’s that simple,” Khattar said.
Facebook declined to say how many staff mem-
bers it has in India or how much it has invested

since it launched operations there in 2010.
But the world’s largest social network says it

has seen early signs its efforts are working. The
company unveiled a new type of ad designed
specifically for India last year, called “click to
missed call.” Users click a button on an ad,
which automatically calls an advertiser. The user
hangs up - to save them the charge for the call -
and the advertiser calls back with a pre-record-
ed message. Garnier Men, a leading men’s hair
care company in India and a unit of beauty
products giant L’Oreal SA, saw online sales
more than double by using click to missed call,
according to Facebook and the company.

TV ADS
But Indian advertisers still overwhelmingly

flock to television ads and remain skeptical of
the value of advertising on social media, ana-
lysts and business executives said.

“Advertisers in India are not warmed

enough to social media as a concept of market-
ing,” said Shah, the Counterpoint analyst. “We
really need to help them see how Facebook
pages and advertising will help grow their busi-
nesses,” said Andy Hwang, Facebook director of
small- and medium-sized businesses for Asia
Pacific.

For instance, the company advises business-
es to create interactive Facebook pages and use
Facebook Messenger to interact with cus-
tomers as a way of increasing sales. Technology
companies have turned to India and other mar-
kets in Asia for growth because the region con-
tains two-thirds of the world’s population. Asia
is Facebook’s fastest-growing region, with 57
percent year-over-year growth in monthly
active users.

India alone has 1.3 billion people, second
only to China, and Facebook increased the
number of users there by 22 percent last year.
On the other hand, only 252 million people in

India have Internet access. Expansion in India is
also important because of the “China factor.”
Facebook, like Google Inc and Twitter Inc , is
shut out of the biggest market of all due to the
Communist government’s concerns over con-
trol of information.  Other tech companies, such
as eBay and Yahoo, have struggled to crack the
Chinese market.

Getting more Indian users “drives success, or
at least the perception of success,” said Jaideep
Mehta, vice president and general manager for
International Data Corporation Southeast Asia.

Facebook said it plans to use its strategy in
India for other emerging markets such as Brazil,
Indonesia and Mexico, which are Facebook’s
third-, fourth- and fifth-largest markets by users.

That makes success in India even more
important for its global expansion. For the sec-
ond quarter of this year, 51.3 percent of
Facebook’s $4 billion in revenue came from out-
side the U.S. and Canada.—Reuters

GLENDALE: If it weren’t for someone
willing to entertain a new idea, the new
“Star Wars” droid, BB-8, wouldn’t be
rolling into living rooms this holiday sea-
son. The robot - which looks like a
mechanical head on a spinning ball -
was the brainchild of filmmakers behind
“Star Wars: Episode VII - The Force
Awakens,” who were unaware their pup-
petry-animated character could function
in real life.

But in July 2014, the CEO of
Lucasfilm-parent Disney, Bob Iger,
showed secret images of BB-8 to a start-
up company called Sphero. It was one of
the inaugural class of companies Disney
brought into a three-month program
meant to nurture their entrepreneurial
spirit and maybe generate a money-
making product.

It was like Force lightning hitting pay
dirt. Sphero’s founders dummied up a
functioning prototype that very night, an
innovation that now sits in a special
locked room in its headquarters in
Boulder, Colorado.

“Imagine sitting down with Bob Iger
and him pointing to something the
whole world wants to know about,” said
Sphero CEO Paul Berberian. “And you get
to see something that you’ve been work-
ing on. What a magical stroke of luck.”

Disney’s “accelerator” is the kind of
program being adopted by big compa-
nies like Microsoft, Barclays, Nike and
Volkswagen. The idea is to invest a small
amount in a handful of startups, set
them up in cheap office space, mentor
them, and launch them on a trajectory
for more funding, product development,
and possibly business deals.

Disney now plans to give the BB-8 toy
made by Sphero a big push in
September online and in Disney Stores
before the movie opens in December. It
also took a minority stake in Sphero,
which has raised $81 million so far.

Kevin Mayer, Disney’s chief strategy
officer, says the accelerator program is
less about earning a quick profit and
more about dreaming up innovative
products and injecting Disney’s upper
management with energy and ideas.

“There’s a different form of excite-
ment that you get when you have new
people whose  company is on the line
and it’s a make-or-break moment for
them,” Mayer said. “All the executives
who came in and mentored - to a per-
son - enjoyed it tremendously and came
out feeling more energized than they
went in.” The secret to success?
Corporations must “give first” - in other

words, be free with their time, advice
and contacts without an expected
return, says David Cohen, the CEO of
TechStars, which administers 18 differ-
ent accelerators, half of which are linked
to major corporations.

Seeking an immediate benefit
through an exclusive distributor relation-
ship or a guarantee of a future equity
stake at a predetermined price can limit
good ideas and turn away potential
applicants on the cusp of trying to
broaden their market reach.

“That’s what corporate America is still
learning,” Cohen said. “Once (corpora-
tions) are helpful, in turn, (the startups)
are probably happy to have them invest
more or buy the company.”

Already funded with roughly $30 mil-
lion before joining Disney’s accelerator,
Sphero didn’t need the $120,000 invest-
ment that all participants are awarded.
Instead, it was looking to tap into
Disney’s storytelling expertise to human-
ize its toy and gain access to Disney’s
senior management team. The relation-
ship helped open the door to Sphero
becoming the licensed maker of the BB-8
toy, get distribution agreements with
major retailers and polish its in-store
presence. “I can’t express how much
they’ve essentially backed up the truck
to help us,” Berberian said. “It’s humbling.”

Accelerators are becoming an
increasing source of innovation for major
companies.  Accelerator operators like
TechStars and Plug and Play Tech Center
pair large companies like Home Depot,
Johnson and Johnson, Citibank and
Coca-Cola with startups that could bene-
fit from their connections and experi-
ence. Meanwhile, large companies are
scouring the landscape for ideas that can
help them stay ahead. Microsoft has run
410 companies through its accelerator
program since 2012, and even acquired
one in 2013 - MetricsHub - which helps IT
managers keep an eye on their cloud
computing resources and save money
through automation. The product is now
given to customers of the Windows
Azure cloud computing service for free.

But not all accelerators work. Media
Camp, an accelerator run by Time Warner
Inc.’s Turner and Warner Bros. units, was
shut down last year after three years.

Hal Gregersen, executive director of
the MIT Leadership Center, says embrac-
ing new ideas can be difficult for large
organizations, especially those focused
on results, execution and improving
profits from existing business lines.

“New ideas will never be nurtured for

success by results-driven executives who
either don’t know how to innovate them-
selves, or truly don’t honor others who
do,” he said. “Because most of these ideas
are long leaps of faith.”

This year’s class of 10 startups has
already taken up residence at the Disney
space in Glendale, across the street from
its interactive and consumer products
division. On a recent visit, the startups’
CEOs introduced themselves and their
projects as Mayer walked around the
room asking questions.

MakieLab, the maker of custom-
made dolls made using 3-D printers, was
looking to explore pairing its technology
with Disney characters, like its Princess
line. Mayer thought out loud about
teaming up MakieLab with a graduate of
last year’s class, Tyffon, which adapted its

zombifying photo app for Disney charac-
ters from “Frozen” to “Star Wars.”

“If you could mesh that with a 3-D
printer and have the whole thing come
out in a 3-D doll, now we’re talking,”
Mayer said. Tan Le, CEO of Emotiv, said
she hoped her brainwave-reading head-
set might follow in Sphero’s footsteps.
Software developers have proven they
can use the headset to direct self-driving
cars. Other applications include helping
disabled people drive wheelchairs.

Le was well aware her device imparts
upon its wearer powers eerily reminis-
cent of the Force from “Star Wars.”

“The opportunity to embed a prod-
uct into the ‘Star Wars’ franchise is enor-
mous,” she said.  “We think our relation-
ship with Disney can be a real game
changer for us as well.”—AP

NEW YORK: A group of mainly US-based
stock traders and computer hackers in
Ukraine made as much as $100 million in
illegal profits over five years by conspiring
to use information stolen from thousands of
corporate press statements before their
public release, US authorities said on
Tuesday. Prosecutors announced charges
against nine people in an insider-trading
case that marks the first time criminal
charges have been brought for a securities
fraud scheme involving hacked inside infor-
mation, in this instance 150,000 press
releases from distributors Business Wire,
Marketwired and PR Newswire.

“This is the story of a traditional securi-
ties fraud scheme with a twist - one that
employed a contemporary approach to a
conventional crime,” Diego Rodriguez, FBI
assistant director-in-charge, said at a news
conference.

Prosecutors said the Ukraine-based
hackers, who were given “shopping lists” of
press releases by the traders, improperly
accessed press statements before the dis-
tributors planned to release them to the
public. The hackers created a “video tutorial”
to help traders see the stolen releases and
were paid a portion of the profits from
trades based on the information in them,
prosecutors said.

The nine people were indicted by grand
juries in Brooklyn, New York, and Newark,
New Jersey, on charges that they made $30
million in illegal profits starting around
February 2010.

Five were arrested on Tuesday.
International arrest warrants were issued for
the other four. The US Securities and
Exchange Commission in a related civil law-
suit charged 17 people and 15 corporate
entities, and said that thefts of inside infor-
mation resulted in more than $100 million
in illegal profit.

The SEC said the network included
traders in New York, Cyprus, France, Malta
and Russia. It is seeking civil penalties, and
has already obtained court-ordered asset
freezes.

Law enforcement officials have warned
companies for years about securing their
computer networks against hackers, whose
victims over the past two years have includ-
ed leading retailers and US government
personnel.

“This case illustrates how cyber criminals
and those who commit securities fraud are
evolving and becoming more sophisticat-
ed,” U.S. Attorney Paul Fishman in New
Jersey said at the news conference. “The
hackers were relentless and they were
patient.”

Fishman said the distributors, who were
not charged with wrongdoing, provided
“fabulous cooperation” in the probe.

The breaches could put more pressure
on the information distribution business,
which was founded decades ago and
depends on clients trusting the distributors
with sensitive information.  In recent years,
prominent U.S. companies including
Google, Microsoft, Wal-Mart Stores and
Tesla have started to release important
information on their own websites or social
media platforms, reducing their depend-
ence on the business wires.

The three distribution companies all
released statements touting their coopera-
tion with authorities and their security
measures.

Business Wire, a unit of Warren Buffett’s

Berkshire Hathaway Inc, said it hired a secu-
rity firm to test its systems. “Despite
extreme vigilance and commitment, recent
events illustrate that no one is immune to
the highly sophisticated illegal cyber-intru-
sions that are plaguing every aspect of our
society,” it said in a statement.

PR Newswire, a unit of Britain’s UBM Plc,
said it also takes security very seriously,
while Marketwired said it is protected by
world-class security, monitoring and pre-
vention practices.

SENSITIVE CORPORATE NEWS
The indictments said the news releases

included sensitive corporate information
such as financial results that would later
become public. Foreign shell companies
were used to share the money made from
the insider trading, officials said.

“The traders were market-savvy, using
equities, options and contracts for differ-
ences to maximize their profits,” SEC Chair
Mary Jo White said at the news conference.

Authorities said the scheme involved
trades on such companies as Acme Packet
Inc, Align Technology Inc, Caterpillar Inc,
Dealertrack Technologies Inc, Dendreon
Corp, Edwards Lifesciences Corp, Hewlett-
Packard Co, Home Depot Inc and Panera
Bread Co.

The indictment in Brooklyn charged four
traders: Vitaly Korchevsky, 50, a former
hedge fund manager from Pennsylvania;

Vladislav Khalupsky, 45, of Brooklyn and
Odessa, Ukraine; and Leonid Momotok, 47,
and Alexander Garkusha, 47, of the US  state
of Georgia. The charges included securities
fraud, wire fraud and money laundering
conspiracy.

Korchevsky appeared without a lawyer
in federal court in Philadelphia. He was
released on a $100,000 bond and told to
surrender his passport, but later on Tuesday,
a judge in Brooklyn stayed his release order,
authorizing law enforcement to keep him in
custody until a bail hearing can be held in
Brooklyn. A prosecutor told the court that
Korchevsky was a flight risk with $5 million
at his disposal and that he had traveled
abroad 42 times since 2010. Korchevsky’s
wife told the judge that 99 percent of her
husband’s travel was in his role as a pastor.

The indictment made public in New
Jersey charged Ivan Turchynov, 27, and
Oleksandr Ieremenko, 24, alleged hackers
who live in Ukraine; Pavel Dubovoy, 32, a
trader from Ukraine; and Arkadiy Dubovoy,
51, and his son Igor Dubovoy, 28, traders
from Georgia.

Arkadiy Dubovoy and Igor Dubovoy
appeared in federal court in Atlanta, while
Momotok and Garkusha made court
appearances in nearby Gainesville. All four
were scheduled to be in court again today.
One indictment quotes online chats in
which Ieremenko told Turchynov on March
25, 2012, that he had “bruted” the log-in
credentials of 15 Business Wire employees,
and told an unidentified recipient in Russian
on Oct. 10, 2012, that “I’m hacking
prnewswire.com.”

SEC investigators found the traders by
using technology that identified both suspi-
cious trading and relationships among
traders, White told reporters. She said those
charged “went to great lengths to evade
detection” and the SEC sorted through mil-
lions of traders, thousands of earnings
announcements and gigabytes of data on
IP addresses.—Reuters

Hackers stole secrets for up to 
$100m insider-trading profit

Facebook struggles to sell advertising in India 

Startup energy brings 
BB-8 droid toy to life

ANAHEIM: In this April 16, 2015 photo, producer Kathleen Kennedy
(right) looks down at the BB-8 droid, featured in the upcoming film,
“Star Wars: The Force Awakens,” during the Star Wars Celebration at
the Anaheim Convention Center. —AP

NEWARK: A poster board detailing an insider trading scam involving hacking is
displayed at the start of a news conference in Newark. An international group of
hackers and stock traders made $30 million by breaking into the computers of
newswire services that put out corporate press releases and trading on the infor-
mation before it was made public, federal prosecutors said Tuesday. —AP

MUMBAI: India’s high flyers have proudly
welcomed the appointment as Google’s
new chief executive of Sundar Pichai, the
latest home-grown engineer to rise to
the top of the US corporate world. Pichai,
named head of the Internet titan on
Monday, was born to humble beginnings
in the southern city of Chennai and stud-
ied engineering at the Indian Institute of
Technology (IIT) in Kharagpur before
heading to America to further his studies
and career.

Pichai, who started at Google in 2004,
joins an illustrious club of Indian-origin
business leaders who have made it to
prestigious chief executive positions
overseas, including Indra Nooyi at
PepsiCo and Ajay Banga at MasterCard.

The 43-year-old also follows a well
trodden path of Indians-including
Microsoft boss Satya Nadella and Nokia
head Rajeev Suri-who have trained at the
prestigious engineering institutes, where
competition for limited places is fierce.

“Congrats @sundarpichai well
deserved,” Nadella posted on Twitter. “I
am sure all IITs are celebrating today.
Proud of you @sundarpichai,” tweeted
Padmasree Warrior, Cisco’s outgoing chief
technology officer who studied chemical
engineering at the IIT in New Delhi. 

‘BEST AND BRIGHTEST’ 
Hundreds of thousands of aspiring

engineering students sit a gruelling exam
every year to battle for a place at the pub-
licly funded IITs dotted around the coun-
try. “Engineering as a discipline has been
one of the most sought after in India, so
it’s very logical that the best and the
brightest aspired to get into that,” human
resources expert Padmaja Alaganandan
told AFP. “The students have already
demonstrated determination and
resilience to get in, so from there if
launched on a global canvas it represents
a very, very strong pool of talent,” added
the executive director at
PricewaterhouseCoopers in Bangalore.

Pichai’s family lived in a two-room
apartment where he slept on the living
room floor, according to local media. He
was attracted to technology partly
because of his father’s job as an electrical
engineer at a factory. Pichai left India for
America after reportedly winning a schol-
arship to Stanford University and later

studying at the Wharton School at the
University of Pennsylvania.

Alaganandan said the tough and
competitive atmosphere at IITs coupled
with a masters from elite American
schools was a winning formula.

“They have come up through a very
competitive stream and have taken on
adversity in that sense. With exposure to
different cultures it’s an extremely suc-
cessful combination,” she said.

Vikram Dhawan, director of Equentis
Capital in Mumbai, said many Indians
who have succeeded at the very top
overseas have been able to quickly adapt
to America’s workplace cultures.

“A common thread is the adaptability
of Indian professionals to the local system
and environment. That is the key. I think
there has absolutely been some
Americanisation of these individuals,” he
told AFP. Dhawan said multinational cor-
porations were increasingly looking to
developing countries for the “next big
name”.Indians often had an advantage
over many of their Asian peers thanks to
their proficiency in the English language,
he said. India, with a population of 1.25
billion, produces about a million engi-
neering graduates a year and has earned
a reputation for its booming IT outsourc-
ing business, thanks to its large English-
educated workforce. —AFP

New Google chief joins 
illustrious Indian club

SAN FRANCISCO: In this Thursday, May 28, 2015 file photo, Sundar
Pichai, senior vice president of Android, Chrome and Apps, waves
after speaking during the Google I/O 2015 keynote presentation in
San Francisco. —AP



AGBOVILLE: Verdant rice paddies
stretch as far as the eye can see around
Agboville, the heart of a drive for food
self-sufficiency in Ivory Coast, better
known as the world’s top producer of
cocoa-for export. Less than an hour
north of the economic capital Abidjan,
thousands of croaking frogs accompany
the Agboville rice farmers who produce
some 600 tons a year. They have an
advantage over the bulk of the country’s
rice growers-a decades-old dam that
guarantees water for irrigation.  “Eighty-
five percent of Ivorian rice still relies on
rain,” says Yacouba Dembele, head of the
National Office of Rice Growing
Development, urging greater investment
in water management.

He is battling to get Ivorian farmers to

grow food crops rather than the more
profitable cocoa and cashews for export
they favour, even though the fertile west
African country is struggling to feed a
growing population. Last year, Ivory
Coast had to import 900,000 tons of rice
to satisfy domestic demand, even after a
record harvest of 1.34 million tons.
“Growers have let themselves be lured by
profit, abandoning sustenance crops,”
laments Jean-Baptiste Koffi, president of
the Federal Union of Ivory Coast
Consumers.

“They’ve become involved in specu-
lative (crops) like cocoa and more
recently rubber, even as people are
dying of hunger and getting only one
meal a day,” he says. Cocoa alone
accounts for more than half of Ivory
Coast’s export income, while it is also the
world’s second-largest producer of
cashew nuts. The high cost of imported
food has stoked anger, especially at a
time when the economy of the former
French colony is booming, with annual
GDP growth reaching nine percent since
a decade of unrest ended in 2011.

The government wants to attain “rice
self-sufficiency” by next year after learn-
ing from riots in 2008 sparked by sky-
high prices for rice, milk, meat and fish-all
imported with duties exceeding 50 per-
cent. The drive is a constant refrain for
President Alassane Ouattara as he cam-
paigns for re-election in October, along
with a call for the country to join the
ranks of emerging nations by 2020.

‘Naturally better’ 
But domestic rice is proving a hard

sell, notably because it is more expensive
than imports of the grain and also
because it is not as white as its foreign

rivals. Popular former footballer Didier
Otokore, now a civil society activist, says
Ivorian rice is “naturally better” and does
not contain the preservatives that
imports do.

Mory Diabate, owner of an Ivorian
rice company, said subsidies given to
growers in Thailand, Vietnam, the United
States and India-the sector’s global
giants-mean they have a competitive
advantage. But rather than denouncing
that aid, Diabate says the Ivorian govern-
ment should follow suit, saying the move
“could create a million jobs”.

It would clearly help the nation’s

trade balance. Last year’s rice imports
cost 380 million euros ($420 million),
equivalent to nearly a quarter of the
country’s 2015 national budget, notes
an agriculture ministry official. The focus
on rice self-sufficiency comes as the
country’s population is surging, with an
average of 5.4 children per family
according to the latest census. Today’s
population of 23 million compares with
a mere four million at independence in
1960. And the nation has seen signifi-
cant urban drift in the past 30 years,
placing increased pressure on farmers
to produce.—AFP
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RALEIGH: Drugmaker GlaxoSmithKline shut
down a plant Tuesday that produces inhaled
medications after discovering the bacteria that
causes Legionnaire’s disease, a potentially fatal
form of pneumonia. The manufacturing plant in
Zebulon, about 25 miles east of Raleigh, was
closed after routine testing found the bacteria
in a self-standing cooling tower. About 400 of
the 850 employees who work in Zebulon were
told to stay away until the towers are cleaned,
officials for the London-based company said.
The company said in a statement that the cool-

ing tower “does not come into contact with
product manufactured at the facility.” Glaxo did
not respond to questions about whether there
was any risk of indoor exposure to employees or
medicines from water droplets that could carry
the bacteria.

“We are trying to gather information on
what the situation is,” spokeswoman Jenni
Brewer Ligday said. “It was found during rout-
ing testing, so we’re trying to get a better han-
dle of how often those testings are conducted.
Also more details on whether product has

been impacted and, if they have, what is our
procedure in place to handle that.” The plant
produces inhaled drugs like Advair, a drug for
asthma, and contracts with other pharmaceuti-
cal companies to produce their drugs. The
Food and Drug Administration was checking
into reports of the bacteria’s discovery and a
spokesman said all questions should be direct-
ed to GlaxoSmithKline.

State and county health officials said they
were not aware of any Legionnaire’s disease
cases associated with the Glaxo facility, adding

that most people who are exposed to the bac-
teria do not become ill.  The same bacteria
found in cooling tanks in the Bronx section of
New York City caused 12 Legionnaires’ disease
deaths this summer. The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention says about 8,000 to
18,000 Americans are hospitalized with the ill-
ness  annual ly.  People can contrac t
Legionnaires’ disease when they inhale water
vapor or mist containing the bacteria, the CDC
said. It does not spread from person to person,
the agency said.—AP

MOGADISHU: Africa has marked one year
since the last case of recorded polio, with
the United Nations celebrating yesterday a
key step towards eradicating the disease.
The last recorded case on the continent was
in Somalia on August 11, 2014, although
health officials must wait two more years
before declaring the continent free from the
highly infectious, crippling virus.  The UN
children’s agency UNICEF, which plays a key
role in polio vaccinations, called it an “extra-
ordinary achievement” but warned it was
“not an end point”.

Success depends on the continuation of
vaccination campaigns and close monitoring
of possible cases, it said. “We have had no new
cases for a year despite all the challenges in
the country,” UNICEF’s chief for Somalia Steven
Lauwerier said yesterday. We never want to
see another Somali child being paralysed by
this preventable virus. That means we need to

continue to support the vaccination cam-
paigns to ensure polio is completely eradicat-
ed.” Nigeria marked one year since its last
recorded case of polio in July. It is one of only
three countr ies-along with Pak istan and
Afghanistan-where the virus remains endemic.

Nigerian health ministry spokesman Dan
Nwomen said Wednesday said the anniver-
sary was “welcome” but stressed the “momen-
tum should be sustained” through improved
immunization campaigns.  “Globally, we are
on the verge of totally eradicating a disease
for only the second time in history,” UNICEF
polio chief Peter Crowley said, referring to the
elimination of smallpox.

‘Africa now on track’ 
The rollback of polio is “a powerful symbol

of the progress that has been made on the
African continent over the past generation,”
Crowley said. A polio-free Africa would leave

only Pakistan and Afghanistan where the dis-
ease had not been wiped out, according to
the World Health Organization (WHO), which
said the one-year mark was a key signal of the
“impor tant progress toward eradication”.
However, it has also warned there may have
been cases that had gone unrecorded in
Africa. Polio is easily prevented through a vac-
cine, but there is no cure. Transmitted from
person-to-person, often through faeces, it
mainly affects children under five.

Initial symptoms can include fever and
pains in the limbs, and can lead to permanent
paralysis. “With Africa now on track, we are
left  with only two countries where polio
transmission has never been interrupted:
Pakistan and Afghanistan,” Crowley added.
“Here too, despite enormous challenges, com-
munit ies,  governments and par tners  are
working with courage and determination to
end polio once and for all.”—AFP

Africa celebrates one
year without polio 

‘Extraordinary achievement’ but ‘not an end point’

BALDWIN: Amish chicken farmer Ura  Gingerich
begins each day by lantern light, but his simple
life of tradition is threatened by a modern
scourge that has devastated the US poultry
industry. More than 48 million turkeys and chick-
ens have either died by the bird flu virus or been
killed to stop its spread since it emerged on the
west coast in December and swept across the
nation. Egg prices have doubled as farmers work
to rebuild their flocks in 20 states, prompting
some restaurants to take the breakfast favorite
off their menus.

Meanwhile, a handful of countries have
banned US poultry imports and rural life has
changed as farmers implement strict biosecurity
measures and state fairs cut back on exhibits.
While it’s been more than a month since the last
case was detected, Gingerich and other farmers
worry the outbreak could return with autumn’s
cooler temperatures and the migrating water
fowl that spread the virus.

‘Hoping God protects us’ 
“We’re just hoping God protects us from get-

ting it,” Gingerich said. Unlike most US poultry
farmers, the Amish won’t accept financial aid
from the government and don’t use insurance
programs that would help compensate for the
loss of their flock. Gingerich, 58, and his wife Mary
support 16 children by raising around 12,000
chickens and selling vegetables and flowers from
their farm in Baldwin, Wisconsin. He is an elder in
a group of 32 Amish families in the area.

The traditional Amish lifestyle-free of tele-
phones, electricity and other modern conven-
iences-also makes biosecurity more complicat-
ed. The best way to protect a flock is to keep
them away from wild birds and to make sure
people don’t carry the virus into the barn on
their clothes, shoes or equipment like cages. In
hardest-hit Iowa, farmers use disposable plas-
tic booties and coveralls and even hose off
trucks before allowing them onto their land to
make sure the virus doesn’t come in on mud
stuck in the tires.

Gingerich and his neighbors relied upon
the owner of a nearby live chicken market to
tell them when the flu struck nearby. Lam
Duong sells 850,000 chickens a year from
what’s believed to be one of the biggest live
bird market in the United States. His Concord
Poultry in South St Paul, Minnesota primarily
serves the region’s large immigrant community

of Hmong, a people from the highlands of
South East Asia. He has contracts with 35
Amish farmers in Iowa and Wisconsin who
breed chickens which are mostly black to
resemble the types of birds sold in Asia.

Duong jumped in his car when he heard on
the evening news that the virus had been
detected in a turkey flock in northern Wisconsin’s
Chippewa County, only 25 miles (40 kilometers)
from Gingerich’s community. “It took me all
night, but I had to warn all the farmers,” Duong
said, explaining how he’d toured suppliers with-
out telephones. “I have 35 farms, and we didn’t
get the bird flu.”

Work changes 
Duong helped the farmers establish hygiene

rules to protect their flocks while still maintain-
ing their traditional lifestyle. Because the Amish
don’t have electricity, they can’t use electric fans
in coops, so they have windows every five feet.
Duong asked them to put mesh over the open
windows to keep out wild birds and keep the
barn doors closed so the chickens don’t go out-
side.

“If they go to church, they have to change
their clothes when they get home before they
go to the chicken barn, and then change their
boots again at the barn,” Duong said. “Even a rel-
ative cannot go from farm to farm.” Duong’s work
has also changed. He used to load up to 4,500
chickens from a couple of farms at a time. Now,
Duong picks up one flock, drives it to his busi-
ness, disinfects his truck, then goes back for
another flock. He also stops two miles from each
farm, gets out, and sprays his truck tires and mud
flaps with disinfectant in case he may have
picked up germs while driving.

When chicks are delivered from the hatch-
eries, the truck driver now stays in the truck to
prevent spreading undetected bird flu from farm
to farm. Gingerich used to let private customers
into his barn to select their own chickens. Many
of those customers were Hmong and would go
from farm to farm, trying to find just the right
chickens, but also potentially tracking germs
from one barn to the next. Now he’s given up
completely on private sales. “We got a buck
apiece more but we didn’t want to take the risk
because there’s a chance of bringing in the bird
flu,” Gingerich said during a pause in his chores.
“The Hmong weren’t happy about it, but we said
we have to protect our farms.”—AFP

Devastating bird flu
threatens US poultry farmers

LONDON: Handwashing and giving out
soap in schools in Guinea, Liberia and
Sierra Leone have helped to keep class-
rooms Ebola-free this year but schools
need to remain vigilant after the summer
holidays, the UN children’s agency said yes-
terday. UNICEF said there had been no
reported cases of students or teachers con-
tracting Ebola at a school this year in the
three worst-hit countries in West Africa,
where the virus has killed nearly 11,300
people since the outbreak began in late
2013. In Liberia, where there have been as
many as 4,800 deaths, two schools were
decontaminated as a precaution after one
student died in June and another became
infected in July.

But Geoff Wiffin, UNICEF representative
in Sierra Leone, said a major drive to make
schools safe from Ebola appeared to have
paid off, with students not only safe at
school but also taking home the message
on how to protect oneself against Ebola.
Hygiene precautions included taking the
temperature of students and staff at the
school gate, installing hand washing sta-
tions, and distributing chlorine and mil-
lions of soap bars.

“Children learned in school how to pro-
tect themselves and others from Ebola,

and they passed on those messages to
their parents and their communities. This
played an important role in the battle
against the epidemic,” Wiffin said in a state-
ment. The World Health Organization said
earlier this month that there had been only
six cases of Ebola in Liberia in recent
months, and only two deaths, putting the
goal of ending the deadly epidemic by the
end of the year within reach.

Schools in the three countries were dis-
rupted due to the haemorrhagic disease,
and an estimated five million children were
unable to attend school from July 2014
until early 2015. UNICEF said these coun-
tries had poor education records prior to
the West African Ebola epidemic - by far
the largest ever seen. Only 34 percent of
children attended primary school in
Liberia, 58 percent in Guinea and 74 per-
cent in Sierra Leone. 

The UN agency stressed that maintain-
ing safe hygiene practices and standards
would be important in protecting chil-
dren from Ebola and other il lnesses.
“Major investments are needed to ensure
that schools have basic water and sanita-
tion infrastructure,” Sheldon Yett, UNICEF
representative in Liberia, said in a state-
ment.—Reuters

Handwashing in W African
schools protects children,

families from Ebola 

Drugmaker Glaxo shuts down plant over Legionnaires’ bacteria

AGBOVILLE: An Ivorian harvesting rice in a rice field near
Agboville.

AGBOVILLE: An Ivorian farmer working in a rice field near Agboville.—AFP photos

UNITED STATES: Chickens raised by Amish farmer Ura Gingerich of
Baldwin, Wisconsin, are let outside their barn briefly on the evening of
July 24, 2015. —AFP 

ICoast urging change: Cocoa 
pays but rice feeds the hungry

AGBOVILLE: White rice after
milling at a small processing
plant in Agboville.



DHAKA: Bangladesh wildlife officials are mulling a ban
on access to the Sundarbans after an alarming rise in
poaching of tigers that live in the world’s largest man-
grove forest, rangers said yesterday. Five skins of endan-
gered Royal Bengal tigers have been seized so far in
2015, compared to an average of one or two discovered
in previous years, Sundarbans top ranger Jahir Uddin
Ahmed said. “It’s an extremely alarming development,”
Ahmed said. Police shot dead six alleged poachers in a
gunfight in the Sundarbans on Sunday and seized three
skins along with tiger bones and other body parts.

Tiger meat and bones are used in traditional
Chinese medicine and fetch high prices. “We did not
find any bullet marks in the skins of the tigers. We
apprehend they were poisoned to death. We have to
stop this at any cost,” Ahmed said. Forest officials said
they were considering the ban in the 10,000-square-
kilometre (3,850-square-mile) forest which straddles
Bangladesh and India in a bid to halt the poaching. “It
(access) should be stopped for the sake of tigers,” said
Jahidul Kabir, who is charged with looking after the
UNESCO World-Heritage listed part of the forest.

“If this trend in poaching continues, there will not
be a single tiger in the Sundarbans after ten years,”
Kabir said. Authorities fear poachers are hiding among
the up to 6,000 locals who enter the forest everyday for

their livelihoods, including to fish and collect wild hon-
ey. Concern about the tigers spiked after officials said
last month the number of big cats in the Sundarbans
has nosedived to 106 from an estimated 440 a decade

ago. Bengal tigers live mainly in India, where nation-
wide there are an estimated 2,226, with smaller popula-
tions in Bangladesh, Nepal, Bhutan, China and
Myanmar.—AFP
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PANAMA CITY: Panama’s government
has declared a state of emergency as it
faces a drought that has prompted water
restrictions, depleted reservoirs and
affected shipping through its bustling
canal.  The government blamed the El
Nino weather phenomenon for the
major drought. The state of emergency
declared Tuesday also sets up a govern-
ment board tasked with rushing to deliv-
er a water security plan in under four
months. “El Nino” refers to the abnormal
warming of surface waters in the tropical
sections of the Pacific Ocean every three
to five years that can have wide-ranging

impacts on regional climate. 
Climatologists began observing the

most recent El Nino several months ago,
and some fear that because of global
warming the phenomenon will hit many
areas with increasing frequency and
greater destructive potential in coming
years. The government must deliver
“needed steps . . .  to develop water
reserves to avoid shortages for people’s
consumption and for food security in the
Central American nation” caused by the
drought, it warned. For now, authorities
have barred use of drinking water to
water lawns, gardens and golf courses. It

also stopped issuing permits that allow
people to burn branches, brush and oth-
er natural waste for fear of fueling wild-
fires. Last week, authorities said the
canal, which connects the Pacific and the
Atlantic through the Caribbean, would
temporarily limit the size of ships using
the waterway due to the drought. The
Panama Canal Authority said the maxi-
mum ship draft will be cut to 11.89
meters (39 feet) from September 8,
affecting 18.5 percent of vessels that
normally transit the link between the
Atlantic and Pacific oceans. A ship’s draft
is its depth in the water, and changes as

the vessel becomes heavier or lighter. 

More canal restrictions possible 
The canal authority said fur ther

restrictions could be imposed on
September 16 if weather conditions do
not change. The Panama Canal handles
five percent of global shipping, but may
need to upgrade its century-old infra-
structure in the face of rival bids for
market share from Egypt’s Suez Canal
and a new Nicaraguan canal being
planned by a Chinese company.
Originally scheduled for completion last
year, a more than five-billion-dollar

canal upgrade is now only expected to
be ready in April 2016.

Canal administrator Jorge Quijano
said the month of June and the first half
of July were the driest period in 102
years.  Water levels in the lakes that feed
the canal have dropped sharply as well.
Dry weather conditions in March 1998
saw authorities take similar measures.
The emergency is meant to last until
some two months after the World
Meteorological Organization’s data on El
Nino shows that temperatures in the
tropical equatorial  Pacific have
decreased to a target level.—AFP

JOHANNESBURG: Poachers have killed
record numbers of rhinos in South Africa
in recent years, but some conservation-
ists believe the toll could be higher than
the official  f igures.  All ison Thomson,
founder of a group called Outraged SA
Citizens Against Poaching, said there are
cases not included in the official statis-
tics. For example, lions or other predators
probably k i l l  some vulnerable rhino
calves whose mothers  are poached,
Thomson said. South Africa’s environ-
ment ministry, which reported 1,215 rhi-
no poachings last year, said yesterday
that aerial surveillance and other “con-
certed efforts” are made to detect car-
casses of rhinos killed by poachers. Home
to most of  the world’s  rhinos,  South
Africa has struggled to contain poaching
syndicates because of rising demand for
their horns in parts of Asia, including
Vietnam.

The count includes poached rhinos
“irrespective of the age of the animal or

whether the horns have been removed or
are stil l  intact,” the ministry said in a
statement emailed to The Associated
Press. The ministry said it is unlikely that
some rhino poachings are not reported
“as may have happened in the past on
one or two occasions.” The dead fetus of a
pregnant rhino killed by poachers would
be included in poaching statistics, but
“some” may be missed if scavenging ani-
mals reach the carcass before investiga-
tors, the ministry said. The anti-poaching
group has reported a toll of 710 so far
this year, based on media reports and
other sources. Environment Minister Edna
Molewa has released figures through the
end of April - a toll of 393 rhino poach-
ings, an increase of about 20 percent
over the same period in 2014. Most own-
ers of rhinos in private reserves have
insured them because of  increased
poaching, and they would have to report
a rhino killing in order to receive com-
pensation, the ministry said.—AP

Bangladesh tiger poaching 
sparks Sundarbans ban plan

Panama declares drought emergency

BANGLADESH: In this photograph taken on July 2, 2009, the body of a Royal Bengal tiger which was killed by residents lies in the grass in
Khalishabunia village of Shyamnagar Ppazila in Satkhira. —AFP 

South Africa counts
carcasses as rhino
poaching surges

KINSHASA: A measles outbreak in the copper-mining
Katanga province in the Democratic Republic of Congo
has killed 315 people and infected at least 20,000, the
United Nations said yesterday. Hundreds more deaths
have likely not been documented due to difficulties
accessing remote areas, The UN Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA) said in a
draft report on the province’s worst outbreak of the dis-
ease since 2010-11.

“The measles epidemic in the province of Katanga
is only worsening and gaining ground,” said the report
seen by Reuters. More than $2.4 million will be needed
to organize vaccination drives and treat those already
infected in the southeastern province, it said. Some
1,085 people died and about 77,000 were infected in
the 2010-11 epidemic, according to a study in the sci-

entific journal BMC Infectious Diseases.
The industrial copper and cobalt mining zones in

the province - Africa’s leading producer of both metals -
have been largely untouched by the current outbreak
as they lie hundreds of kilometers south of the worst
affected areas. Measles is a highly contagious virus that
can lead to deadly complications like diarrhoea, dehy-
dration, respiratory infection and encephalitis.
Mortality rates are low in developed countries but can
rise to as high as 20 percent in poorer countries,
according to medical charity Medecins Sans Frontieres
(MSF). It costs about $1 in developing countries to vac-
cinate a child against measles. The World Health
Organization (WHO) warned last November that
progress toward wiping out measles has stalled world-
wide due to poor vaccine coverage.—Reuters

At least 20,000 infected in southeast
Congo measles outbreak 

CZECH REPUBLIC:  Indian elephants walk in their enclosure at the zoo in Prague yes-
terday. Aug 12, is World Elephant Day, an internationally recognized event that start-
ed in 2012 to bring awareness about the slaughter of thousands of elephants in Asia
and Africa every year.—AP
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Happy birthday
to Nelia
Tingwasan on

August 12, 2015.
More birthdays to
come, good health
and stay humble.
Greetings from your
friends and family.

Greetings

Youth India Kuwait organizes
Blood Donation Camp 

Youth India Kuwait organizes a blood donation camp in
co-ordination with Kuwait Blood Bank at the occasion
of the 69th Indian Independence & loving memories of

great patriots of Indian Independence struggle. The camp is
scheduled on Friday, August 14 (from 3 pm to 7 pm) at the
Kuwait Central Blood Bank premises in Jabriya. Those who
wish to donate blood may please contact Salmiya (65667981),
Abbasiya  (97601023), Fahaheel (50388493),  Abu Halifa
(69942251), Farwaniya (60992324). Transport facilities have
been arranged from all parts of Kuwait. Pre registration avail-
able at www.youthindiakuwiat.com or https://goo.gl/Wxo8qj

The management of Sheraton Kuwait, a Luxury
Collection Hotel and Four Points by Sheraton
Kuwait is proud to announce that Mohamed

Monieb, Maintenance Manager and Connelly Ramos,
Cluster Reservations Manager, are the recipients of the
2014 President Award. The prestigious Starwood

Hotels & Resorts World Wide President Award is given
to department heads in recognition for their outstand-
ing performance within the previous calendar year. 

“It is a pleasure to have Monieb and Ramos as part
of the Sheraton family since they have joined until
this day and their commitment is appreciated in deliv-

ering quality guest service. The award is well
deserved.” said Fahed Abushaar, Area Director and
General Manager of Sheraton Kuwait and Mounir
Amer, General Manager of Four Points by Sheraton
Kuwait.

Mohamed Monieb joined Sheraton Kuwait since its

inception in 1966 while Conelly Ramos began his
career at the hotel in 1991. On this occasion, the staff
of both hotels and management would like to take
this opportunity in congratulating the recipients of
the 2014 President Award and wish them continued
success.

Sheraton Kuwait and Four Points by Sheraton recognize outstanding leaders

The Kuwait Science Club launched this year’s summer course yesterday, featuring several activities and programs. The course concludes on September 2, 2015. —KUNA

Bangladeshi embassy
closed Saturday

The Embassy of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh in
Kuwait will remain closed on 15 August 2015 on the occa-
sion of the National Mourning Day and 40th Death
Anniversary of the Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

The Embassy will arrange the following program to
observe the above mentioned day on Saturday, 15 August
2015 at the Chancery.

Chancery Roof:
09:00 am Ceremonial hoisting of National Flag at half-

mast

Multipurpose Hall:
09:15 am: Recitation from the Holy Quran
09:21 am: Observance of one minute silence
09:22 am: Reading out of the Messages
09:30 am: Documentary film show.
09:45 am: Discussion on the day.
10:45 am: Speech by the Ambassador.
This is for information of all concerned.

The summer training course for Kuwait University’s College of Engineering and Petroleum students kicked off recently. It is organized by Baker Hughes in
strategic partnership with the faculty’s engineering training and graduates’ office. The course concludes on August 20, 2015.

A delegation from the Electrical Engineering and Computer Department at Kuwait University concluded a one-week course on the basics of the Chinese lan-
guage at the Beijing Language and Culture University (BLCU).

The Kuwait University Juniors’ Swimming Academy announced beginning receiving applications for staff members’ children for swimming classes.
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Chief of the Algerian Culture and Media Department
Lakhdar bin Turki stressed the importance of traditional
arts abound in the State of Kuwait, and the importance of

defining the folkloric wealth for Algerian public through Kuwaiti
Cultural Week, held as part of the ‘Constantine capital of Arab
culture 2015.’

Kuwait is the source of culture in the Arab world especially at

the time of celebrating the capital of Arab culture, which is an
opportunity to discover depth of the Kuwaiti traditions, Bin
Turki said in a statement on the sideline of his visit to the
Kuwaiti handicrafts and arts private showroom in ‘Ahmad Bey’
Hall in Constantine, Algeria.

The Algerian official stressed the need to exchange cultural
expertise between Algeria and Kuwait to strengthen bilateral

relations that have substantially improved in recent years. Bin
Turki visited the handicrafts gallery, the art showroom, Arabic
calligraphy exhibition and the wing specialized in publications
of the National Council for Culture, Arts and Literature (NCCAL)
during the cultural week.

Meanwhile, acting director of antiquities and museums
department at the NCCAL Suleiman Ali Boland said that partici-

pation of Kuwait came through the traditional arts that are kept
in Kuwait, where the state is working to develop them and
make them known for future generations. Boland stressed cul-
ture officials in Kuwait are keen to maintain these old crafts at a
time where Kuwaiti youth, generally, do no desire to master
them. Kuwait will open a center for craftsmen that give the
youth different training courses in handicrafts. —KUNA

Large rally at Kuwait’s exhibition in Constantine
Capital of Arab culture 2015

The Kuwaiti National Music Band held a concert at ‘Ahmad Bey’ Hall in Constantine, Algeria during the ongoing Kuwaiti Cultural Week, held as part of the ‘Constantine capital of Arab culture 2015.’ —KUNA

A child’s play titled ‘Hala and the Three-member gang’ was held recently at the Dasma Theater as part of the 17th children and pre-teens cultural festival.  —KUNA



00:45 Tanked
01:40 Africa’s Super Seven
02:35 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves
03:25 Gator Boys
04:15 Beast Lands
05:02 Treehouse Masters
05:49 Africa’s Super Seven
06:36 Meet The Sloths
07:00 Meet The Orangutans
07:25 Too Cute! Pint-Sized
07:50 The Wild Life Of Tim
Faulkner
08:15 Africa’s Super Seven
09:10 Treehouse Masters
10:05 Tanked
11:00 Too Cute! Pint-Sized
11:25 The Wild Life Of Tim
Faulkner
11:55 Treehouse Masters
12:50 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
13:45 Penguins On A Plane: Great
Animal Moves
14:40 Gator Boys
15:35 Tanked
16:30 Austin Stevens:
Snakemaster
17:25 Africa’s Super Seven
18:20 Big Fish Man
19:15 Gator Boys
20:10 Tanked
21:05 Gangland Killers
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SAVE THE DATE OSN MOVIES HD COMEDY

THE NUMBERS STATION ON OSN MOVIES HD ACTION

00:00 Masterchef: The
Professionals
00:55 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
01:35 Homes Under The Hammer
02:25 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic
Cookery
02:50 DIY SOS: The Big Build
03:45 Rachel Khoo’s Kitchen
Notebook: London
04:10 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
04:55 Come Dine With Me
05:20 Bargain Hunt
06:05 DIY SOS: The Big Build
07:00 Homes Under The Hammer
07:50 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
08:35 Masterchef: The
Professionals
09:30 Come Dine With Me
09:55 Homes Under The Hammer
10:50 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
11:30 Bargain Hunt
12:15 Tareq Taylor’s Nordic
Cookery
12:40 Masterchef: The
Professionals
13:10 Kirstie’s Fill Your House For
Free
13:55 Masterchef: The
Professionals
14:50 Homes Under The Hammer
15:40 Extreme Makeover: Home
Edition Specials
16:20 Bargain Hunt
17:05 Come Dine With Me
17:30 Homes Under The Hammer
18:20 Kirstie Allsopp’s Home Style
19:10 The Hairy Bikers’ Mississippi
Adventure

00:20 Fast N’ Loud
01:10 Mythbusters
02:00 The Carbonaro Effect
02:25 Magic Of Science
02:50 Wheels That Fail
03:15 Wheels That Fail
03:40 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
04:05 Storage Hunters UK
04:30 American Digger
05:00 What Happened Next?
05:30 How Do They Do It?
06:00 Gold Rush
06:50 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
07:40 Fast N’ Loud
08:30 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
08:55 Storage Hunters UK
09:20 American Digger
09:45 What Happened Next?
10:10 How Do They Do It?
10:35 Mythbusters
11:25 The Carbonaro Effect
11:50 Magic Of Science
12:15 Dynamo: Magician
Impossible
13:05 Auction Hunters: Pawn Shop
Edition
13:30 Storage Hunters UK
13:55 American Digger
14:20 Gold Rush
15:10 Fat N’ Furious: Rolling
Thunder
16:00 Fast N’ Loud
16:50 What Happened Next?
17:15 How Do They Do It?
17:40 Deadliest Catch
18:30 Treehouse Masters
19:20 Flip Men
19:45 Property Wars

00:00 House Of DVF
00:55 Extreme Close-Up
01:25 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
02:20 E! News
03:15 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
04:10 E!ES
05:05 E!ES
06:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
06:55 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
07:50 Style Star
08:20 E! News
09:15 Giuliana & Bill
10:15 Giuliana & Bill
11:10 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
11:35 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
12:05 E! News
13:05 Christina Milian Turned Up
13:35 Christina Milian Turned Up
14:05 Extreme Close-Up
14:30 Style Star
15:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
16:00 Keeping Up With The
Kardashians
17:00 Fashion Bloggers
17:30 Fashion Bloggers
18:00 E! News
19:00 House Of DVF
20:00 #RichKids Of Beverly Hills
21:00 Stewarts And Hamiltons
22:00 E! News
23:00 The Soup
23:30 Sex With Brody

00:00 Chopped
01:00 Chopped South Africa
02:00 Kitchen Inferno
03:00 Man Fire Food
03:30 Man Fire Food
04:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
04:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
05:00 Chopped
06:00 Iron Chef America
07:00 Man Fire Food
07:30 Man Fire Food
08:00 Chopped
09:00 Guy’s Grocery Games
10:00 The Kitchen
11:00 Easy Chinese
11:30 Easy Chinese
12:00 Chopped
13:00 Guy’s Big Bite
13:30 Guy’s Big Bite
14:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
14:30 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives
15:00 Man Fire Food
15:30 Man Fire Food
16:00 Chopped
17:00 The Kitchen
18:00 Easy Chinese
18:30 Easy Chinese
19:00 Chopped
20:00 Iron Chef America
21:00 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
21:30 Trisha’s Southern Kitchen
22:00 Australian Food Adventures
With Matt Moran
23:00 Diners, Drive-Ins & Dives

00:10 The Chase
01:05 The Hungry Sailors
02:00 Emmerdale
02:25 Come Dine With Me Ireland
02:55 Coronation Street
03:25 Endeavour
05:15 Murdoch Mysteries
06:10 The Hungry Sailors
07:05 Coronation Street
07:30 Endeavour
09:20 Coach Trip
09:45 Coach Trip
10:15 Come Dine With Me Ireland
10:40 The Chase
11:35 The Hungry Sailors
12:30 Murdoch Mysteries
13:25 Emmerdale
13:50 Come Dine With Me Ireland
14:15 Coronation Street
14:40 The Chase
15:35 Coach Trip
16:00 Coach Trip
16:30 Paddock To Plate
17:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
18:20 Murdoch Mysteries
19:10 Coronation Street
19:35 Coach Trip
20:00 Coach Trip
20:30 Paddock To Plate
21:25 Come Date With Me
Australia
22:20 Coronation Street
22:50 Emmerdale
23:15 Murdoch Mysteries

00:10 Cesar To The Rescue
01:00 Cesar To The Rescue
02:00 Hacking The System
02:25 Hacking The System
02:55 Innovation Nation
03:20 Innovation Nation
03:50 Wicked Tuna
04:45 Battleground Brothers
05:40 One Ocean
06:35 Megastructures
07:30 The Known Universe
08:25 My Brilliant Brain
09:20 Battleground Brothers
10:15 Inside Maritime Singapore
11:10 Innovation Nation
11:35 Innovation Nation
12:05 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
13:00 My Brilliant Brain
14:00 The Known Universe
15:00 Megastructures
16:00 Mega Factories
17:00 Innovation Nation
17:30 Innovation Nation
18:00 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
19:00 Star Talk
20:00 Mega Factories
20:50 Innovation Nation
21:15 Innovation Nation
21:40 Cosmos: A Spacetime
Odyssey
22:30 Star Talk
23:20 One Ocean

01:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
01:30 Jonah From Tonga
02:00 Silicon Valley
02:30 Veep
03:00 Men At Work
03:30 Galavant
04:00 The Simpsons
04:30 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
05:30 Til Death
06:00 The Goldbergs
06:30 Cristela
07:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
08:00 The Simpsons
08:30 Til Death
09:00 Men At Work
09:30 2 Broke Girls
10:00 2 Broke Girls
10:30 Cristela
11:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
12:00 The Goldbergs
12:30 The Simpsons
13:00 Til Death
13:30 Cristela
14:00 Galavant
14:30 2 Broke Girls
15:00 2 Broke Girls
16:00 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
16:30 The Goldbergs
17:00 Late Night With Seth Meyers
18:00 Men At Work
18:30 Galavant
19:00 Modern Family
19:30 Modern Family
20:00 The Tonight Show Starring
Jimmy Fallon
21:30 The Nightly Show With Larry
Wilmore
22:00 Big Time In Hollywood, Fl
22:30 Silicon Valley
23:00 Veep
23:30 Late Night With Seth Meyers

00:00 Scandal
01:00 The Flash
02:00 Backstrom
03:00 Better Call Saul
04:00 State Of Affairs
05:00 Parenthood
09:00 Parenthood
10:00 Scandal
11:00 The Flash
12:00 Emmerdale
12:30 Coronation Street
13:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
15:00 Scandal
16:00 Emmerdale
16:30 Coronation Street
17:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
19:00 Parenthood
20:00 Covert Affairs
21:00 The Flash
22:00 Justified
23:00 Better Call Saul

03:10 Henry Hugglemonster
03:20 Calimero
03:35 Zou
03:45 Loopdidoo
04:00 Art Attack
04:25 Henry Hugglemonster
04:35 Calimero
04:50 Zou
05:00 Loopdidoo
05:15 Art Attack

08:20 The Main Attraction-PG
09:45 Murder Ahoy-FAM
11:15 Never Let Me Go-FAM
12:50 The Law And Jake Wade-
FAM
14:15 High Society-FAM
16:00 The Wonderful World Of
The...-FAM
18:10 Beau Brummell-PG
20:00 Lust For Life-FAM
22:00 Scarecrow-18
23:50 Mutiny On The Bounty

03:20 Total Drama: All Stars
03:42 Total Drama: All Stars
04:05 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:28 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
04:50 Teen Titans Go!
05:00 Teen Titans Go!
05:10 Grojband
05:35 Grojband
06:00 Regular Show
06:40 Uncle Grandpa
06:50 Uncle Grandpa
07:00 Adventure Time
07:25 Steven Universe
07:35 Steven Universe
07:45 The Amazing World Of Gumball
08:10 Ben 10
08:55 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
09:15 Regular Show
09:27 Regular Show
09:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
10:00 Uncle Grandpa
10:12 Uncle Grandpa
10:25 Steven Universe
10:36 Steven Universe
10:45 Total Drama: Revenge Of The
Island
11:10 Adventure Time
11:20 Adventure Time
11:30 Johnny Test
12:15 Teen Titans Go! New
12:25 Teen Titans Go!
12:40 Regular Show
13:25 Adventure Time
13:35 Adventure Time
13:45 Uncle Grandpa
14:10 Steven Universe
14:21 Steven Universe
14:30 Total Drama: Pahkitew Island
14:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:15 Ben 10: Omniverse
15:40 Ninjago: Masters Of Spinjitzu
16:00 Matt Hatter Chronicles
16:25 Teen Titans Go! New
16:35 Teen Titans Go!
16:45 Teen Titans Go!
17:10 Uncle Grandpa
17:21 Uncle Grandpa
17:30 Regular Show
18:15 Adventure Time
18:40 The Amazing World Of Gumball
18:51 The Amazing World Of Gumball
19:00 Johnny Test
19:11 Johnny Test
19:25 Clarence
19:45 Uncle Grandpa
19:57 Uncle Grandpa
20:10 Teen Titans Go! New
20:20 Teen Titans Go!
20:30 Teen Titans Go!
20:41 Teen Titans Go!
20:55 Ben 10: Omniverse
21:17 Ben 10: Omniverse

00:00 Violetta
00:45 The Hive
00:50 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
01:40 Wolfblood
02:05 Wolfblood
02:30 Violetta
03:15 The Hive
03:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
03:45 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
04:10 Wolfblood
04:35 Wolfblood
05:00 Violetta
05:45 The Hive
05:50 Mouk
06:00 Lolirock
06:25 Hank Zipzer
06:50 Girl Meets World
07:15 H2O: Just Add Water
07:40 Jessie
08:05 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:30 Wizards Of Waverly Place
08:55 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:20 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
09:45 Austin & Ally
10:10 Austin & Ally
10:35 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:00 Wizards Of Waverly Place
11:25 Jessie
11:50 Jessie
12:15 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
12:40 Sabrina: Secrets Of A
Teenage Witch
13:05 Good Luck Charlie
13:30 Good Luck Charlie
13:55 Dog With A Blog
14:25 H2O: Just Add Water
14:55 Lolirock

00:00 Last Vegas
02:00 For Better Or For Worse
04:00 Save The Date
06:00 The Last Shot
08:00 Mafia!
10:00 For Better Or For Worse
12:00 The Last Shot
14:00 Planes, Trains And
Automobiles
16:00 Mafia!
18:00 Struck By Lightning
20:00 She Wants Me
22:00 Jackass Presents: Bad

01:00 The Citizen-PG15
03:00 Devil’s Knot-PG15
05:00 The Past-PG15
07:15 Ashes-PG15
09:00 God Help The Girl-PG15
11:00 The Past-PG15
13:15 Pawn-PG15
15:00 Heaven’s Door-PG
17:00 God Help The Girl-PG15
19:00 Capital-PG15
21:00 Seeking A Friend For The
End Of The World-PG15
23:00 Lovelace-18

01:00 Inch’allah
02:45 The Joy Luck Club
05:15 Disconnect
07:15 There Be Dragons
09:00 The Secret Life Of Bees
11:00 Inescapable
13:00 Annie
15:30 Safe Haven
17:30 The Secret Life Of Bees
19:30 Ain’t Them Bodies Saints
21:30 Blue Ruin

06:45 The Book Thief-PG15
09:00 Draft Day-PG15
11:00 When The Game Stands
Tall-PG15
13:00 Non-Stop-PG15
15:00 Paranoia-PG15
17:00 Draft Day-PG15
19:00 The Giver-PG15
21:00 Lucy-PG15
23:00 Lost In The Cloud-18

01:15 The Olsen Gang In Deep
Trouble
02:45 Planet 51
04:30 Hiroku: Defenders Of Gaia
06:00 Niko 2: Little Brother, Big
Trouble
08:00 Goat Story 2
10:00 Dixie And The Zombie
Rebellion
11:30 Patoruzito: The Great
Adventure
13:00 Planet 51
14:30 Asterix: The Mansions Of
The Gods
16:00 Jelly T
18:00 Dixie And The Zombie
Rebellion
20:00 Scooby-Doo! Ghastly Goals!
22:00 Asterix: The Mansions Of
The Gods

10:00 The Grandmaster-PG15
12:15 Last Passenger-PG15
14:00 Breakout-PG15
15:30 Grace Unplugged-PG
17:15 The Hobbit: The Desolation
Of Smaug-PG
20:15 Sabotage-PG15
22:15 Sin City: A Dame To Kill For-
18

07:00 Golfing World
08:00 European Tour Weekly
08:30 This Is The President’s Cup
11:00 Golfing World
12:45 Live NRL Premiership
17:30 NRL Full Time
20:00 Live PGA Tour

07:00 NRL Premiership 
09:00 Golfing World
10:00 NRL Full Time 
10:30 AFL Premiership Highlights 
17:00 NRL Premiership 
19:00 WWE NXT
20:00 WWE SmackDown
22:00 Golfing World

00:30 ICC Cricket 360, Episode 31
12:00 Women’s Ashes: ENG v
AUS, 2nd ODI H/Ls
13:00 Live Women’s Ashes: ENG v
AUS, Only Test, Day 3
21:00 Live Natwest T20 Blast: 2nd
Quarter Final

01:10 Hotel Paradiso-PG
02:45 Point Blank
04:15 Pat And Mike-FAM
05:50 TCM Presents Under The...-
U
06:20 TCM Presents Under...-U
07:00 Bad Day At Black Rock-PG

01:00 Good Morning America
03:00 American Horror Story: Freak
Show
04:00 Empire
05:00 Good Morning America
07:00 Emmerdale
07:30 Coronation Street
08:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
09:00 Prison Break
10:00 Emmerdale
10:30 Coronation Street
11:00 The Ellen DeGeneres Show
12:00 24
13:00 The Blacklist
14:00 Live Good Morning America
16:00 Prison Break
17:00 24
18:00 The Blacklist
19:00 Prison Break
20:00 24
21:00 The Blacklist
22:00 American Horror Story: Freak
Show
23:00 Empire

00:15 Blade II-18
02:12 Clockstoppers-FAM
04:12 A Common Man-PG15
06:00 Need For Speed-PG15
08:15 The Day The Earth Stood
Still-PG15
10:15 I, Frankenstein-PG15
12:00 A Common Man-PG15
13:45 Need For Speed-PG15
16:00 Kill Em All-PG15
18:00 The Day The Earth Stood
Still-PG15
20:00 The Numbers Station-PG15
22:00 Conan The Barbarian-18

01:00 3 Days To Kill-PG15
03:00 Heaven Is For Real-PG
05:00 Mr. Peabody & Sherman-
FAM

00:00 Nurse-18
02:00 Last Passenger-PG15
04:00 Call Me Crazy: A Five Film-
PG15
06:00 Planes: Fire And Rescue-PG
08:00 Grace Unplugged-PG

01:15 A Good Night To Die
03:00 Barricade
04:30 Deja Vu
06:45 Picture Claire
08:15 Nixon
11:15 Ballistica
12:45 Signs
14:30 A Good Night To Die
16:15 From Paris With Love
17:45 Deja Vu
20:00 The Hurricane
22:30 Meskada

00:00 American Idol
01:00 MasterChef Australia
02:00 The Bridge
03:00 Desperate Housewives
05:00 Melissa & Joey
06:00 The Simpsons
07:00 Lost
08:00 American Idol
09:00 MasterChef Australia
10:00 The Bridge
11:00 Desperate Housewives
13:00 Melissa & Joey
14:00 The Simpsons
15:00 Lost
16:00 American Idol
17:00 MasterChef Australia
18:00 The Listener
20:00 Castle
21:00 Happy Endings
22:00 The Simpsons
23:00 Lost

05:35 Henry Hugglemonster
05:50 Calimero
06:00 Zou
06:15 Loopdidoo
06:25 Limon And Oli
06:35 Art Attack
07:00 Calimero
07:10 Zou
07:25 Minnie’s Bow-Toons
07:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
07:55 Sofia The First
08:20 Doc McStuffins
08:45 Loopdidoo
09:00 Limon And Oli
09:10 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
09:35 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
10:00 Sofia The First
10:25 Nina Needs To Go
10:30 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
10:55 Miles From Tomorrow
11:20 Doc McStuffins
11:45 Henry Hugglemonster
12:15 Mickey Mouse Clubhouse
12:35 Sheriff Callie’s Wild West
13:00 Sofia The First
13:25 Loopdidoo
13:40 Limon And Oli
13:50 Cars Toons
13:55 Jake And The Neverland Pirates
14:20 Miles From Tomorrow
14:45 Messages From Miles
14:50 Doc McStuffins
15:15 Sofia The First
15:40 Art Attack
16:05 Nina Needs To Go
16:10 Lilo & Stitch
16:35 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
17:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
17:25 Ducktales
17:50 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
18:00 Miles From Tomorrow
18:25 Messages From Miles
18:30 Sofia The First
18:55 Nina Needs To Go
19:00 Jake And The Never Land
Pirates
19:30 Loopdidoo
19:45 Doc McStuffins
20:00 Adventures Of The Gummi
Bears
20:30 Sofia The First
20:55 Cars Toons
21:00 Chip n Dale Rescue Rangers
21:25 Ducktales

06:00 The 7D
06:10 Randy Cunningham: 9th Grade
Ninja
06:35 Mini Ninjas
07:00 Phineas And Ferb
07:25 Mighty Med
07:50 Lab Rats
08:15 Supa Strikas
08:40 Kirby Buckets
09:05 Kickin’ It
09:30 Ultimate Spider-Man
10:00 Boyster
10:25 Mini Ninjas
10:50 The 7D
11:15 Mighty Med
11:45 Lab Rats
12:10 Phineas And Ferb
12:35 Phineas And Ferb
13:00 Boyster
13:25 Kickin’ It
13:50 Zeke & Luther
14:20 Camp Lakebottom
14:55 Ultimate Spider-Man
15:20 Lab Rats
15:45 Mini Ninjas
16:10 Pair Of Kings
16:35 Kirby Buckets
17:00 Mighty Med
17:25 Supa Strikas
17:55 Kickin’ It
18:20 Lab Rats
18:45 Phineas And Ferb
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Fajr: 03:48
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Asr: 15:29
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DIAL161 FOR AIRPORT INFORMATION

Arrival Flights on Thursday 13/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
QTR 1084 Doha 00:05
KAC 564 Amman 00:05
THY 772 Istanbul 00:15
JZR 239 Amman 00:20
JZR 267 Beirut 00:30
DLH 637 Dammam 00:35
FDB 069 Dubai 00:55
GBB 4763 Sarajevo 01:00
JAI 574 Mumbai 01:30
JZR 539 Cairo 01:30
SAI 441 Lahore 01:35
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:40
RJA 642 Amman 01:45
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 01:50
OMA 643 Muscat 02:05
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:15
KKK 6507 Istanbul 02:15
UAE 853 Dubai 02:25
MSC 403 Sohag 02:30
THY 768 Istanbul 02:50
QTR 1076 Doha 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
RJA 644 Amman 03:10
FDB 067 Dubai 03:15
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 1544 Cairo 03:35
PGT 860 Istanbul 03:45
THY 1464 Istanbul 03:55
MSC 401 Alexandria 04:00
SAW 703 Damascus 04:05
JZR 555 Alexandria 04:15
KKK 718 Istanbul 04:30
THY 770 Istanbul 04:40
QTR 8301 Doha 04:50
THY 5580 TZX 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:10
MSC 411 Asyut 05:55
KAC 412 Manila/Bangkok 06:15
BAW 157 London 06:35
JZR 1541 Cairo 06:40
JZR 563 Sohag 06:45
OMA 641 Muscat 06:50
JZR 503 Luxor 07:20
IRA 673 Ahwaz 07:30
KAC 382 Delhi 07:30
KAC 206 Islamabad 07:45
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
SVA 512 Riyadh 07:50
KAC 204 Lahore 07:50
QTR 1086 Doha 07:55
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:55
KAC 154 Istanbul 08:10
KAC 352 Kochi 08:15
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
KAC 362 Colombo 08:30
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:30
IRA 667 Esfahan 09:00
KAC 284 Dhaka 09:00
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:05
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 09:10
QTR 1070 Doha 09:25
IZG 4161 Mashhad 09:30
RJA 648 Amman 09:30
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 350 Kochi 09:40
SYR 341 Damascus 10:05
KNE 470 Jeddah 10:30
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
UAE 873 Dubai 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
MSC 405 Sohag 11:20
JZR 561 Sohag 11:25
RBG 553 Alexandria 11:30
AGY 680 Alexandria 11:40
JZR 165 Dubai 11:50
FDB 075 Dubai 12:25
NIA 151 Cairo 12:35
JZR 241 Amman 12:40
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSC 409 Asyut 12:55

MSR 610 Cairo 13:00
THY 766 Istanbul 13:10
KKK 716 Istanbul 13:30
JZR 779 Jeddah 13:50
KAC 672 Dubai 13:55
AXB 393 Kozhikode 13:55
QTR 1078 Doha 14:05
KNE 460 Riyadh 14:10
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:20
FDB 057 Dubai 14:20
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:30
JZR 257 Beirut 14:55
KAC 538 Sohag 14:55
RJD 135 Abu Dhabi 15:00
KAC 788 Jeddah 15:00
OMA 645 Muscat 15:05
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
KAC 1802 Cairo 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
NIA 251 Alexandria 15:50
RJA 640 Amman 15:55
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 16:00
JZR 535 Cairo 16:05
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:20
JZR 125 Bahrain 16:25
KAC 118 New York 16:30
KNE 476 Jeddah 16:40
KAC 178 Vienna 16:55
KAC 562 Amman 17:00
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:15
UAL 982 IAD 17:25
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 177 Dubai 17:45
KAC 742 Dammam 17:45
JZR 777 Jeddah 17:50
KAC 678 Muscat/Abu Dhabi 17:55
KAC 176 Geneva/Frankfurt 18:20
JZR 483 Istanbul 18:20
KAC 502 Beirut 18:35
KAC 786 Jeddah 18:35
QTR 1080 Doha 18:55
KAC 618 Doha 18:55
KAC 542 Cairo 18:55
KAC 104 London 19:00
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:10
KAC 614 Bahrain 19:10
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
JAI 572 Mumbai 19:35
KAC 774 Riyadh 19:40
FDB 061 Dubai 19:50
AGY 684 Sohag 19:50
OMA 647 Muscat 20:00
KAC 674 Dubai 20:00
KNE 480 Taif 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
ABY 121 Sharjah 20:20
DLH 634 Frankfurt 20:20
JZR 189 Dubai 20:25
MSR 618 Alexandria 20:40
KAC 174 Munich 20:55
ALK 229 Colombo 21:10
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:15
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
KLM 417 Amsterdam 21:25
FDB 073 Dubai 21:30
QTR 1074 Doha 21:30
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:45
THY 764 Istanbul 22:10
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:10
AIC 981 Chennai/Ahmedabad 22:25
UAL 981 Bahrain 22:40
FDB 059 Dubai 22:50
JZR 157 Dubai 22:55
JAI 526 Chennai/Abu Dhabi 23:00
JZR 185 Dubai 23:00
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
JZR 513 Sharm el-Sheikh 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35
LZB 7779 Burgas 23:45

Departure Flights on Thursday 13/8/2015
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 976 Goa/Chennai 00:05
RBG 556 Alexandria 00:05
BBC 044 Dhaka 00:10
JZR 562 Sohag 00:20
JAI 573 Mumbai 00:25
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
KLM 411 Amsterdam 00:55
JZR 502 Luxor 01:10
KAC 177 Vienna 01:20
DLH 637 Frankfurt 01:35
THY 773 Istanbul 02:05
SAI 442 Lahore 02:35
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 02:50
JAI 525 Abu Dhabi/Chennai 02:55
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:55
KKK 6508 Istanbul 03:10
MSC 404 Sohag 03:30
OMA 644 Muscat 03:35
THY 769 Istanbul 03:40
UAE 854 Dubai 03:45
RJA 645 Amman 03:55
FDB 068 Dubai 04:00
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:05
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
PGT 861 Istanbul 04:45
THY 765 Istanbul 04:55
JZR 560 Sohag 05:00
MSC 406 Sohag 05:00
SAW 704 Latakia/Damascus 05:05
QTR 1077 Doha 05:05
QTR 1085 Doha 05:20
KKK 719 Bursa 05:30
THY 1465 Istanbul 05:55
QTR 8302 Doha 06:20
RJA 643 Amman 06:35
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
THY 771 Istanbul 06:50
MSC 412 Asyut 06:55
JZR 240 Amman 07:05
FDB 070 Dubai 07:05
JZR 164 Dubai 07:15
JZR 256 Beirut 07:30
KAC 173 Munich 07:45
OMA 642 Muscat 07:50
KAC 537 Sohag 08:20
JZR 778 Jeddah 08:30
BAW 156 London 08:30
IRA 672 Ahwaz 08:30
FDB 054 Dubai 08:30
SVA 513 Riyadh 08:50
QTR 1087 Doha 08:55
KAC 1801 Cairo 09:00
JZR 534 Cairo 09:15
KAC 671 Dubai 09:25
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:30
JZR 482 Istanbul 09:45
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
KAC 101 London/New York 10:00
IRA 668 Mashhad 10:00
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 10:00
RJA 649 Amman 10:15
IZG 4162 Mashhad 10:30
QTR 1071 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
KAC 677 Abu Dhabi/Muscat 10:50
KAC 501 Beirut 11:00
SYR 342 Damascus 11:05
KNE 471 Jeddah 11:20
KAC 165 Rome/Paris 11:25
KAC 561 Amman 11:25
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
KAC 541 Cairo 12:05
UAE 874 Dubai 12:10
RBG 554 Alexandria 12:10
JZR 776 Jeddah 12:15
MSC 402 Alexandria 12:20
AGY 685 Sohag 12:40

KAC 785 Jeddah 13:00
JZR 176 Dubai 13:10
FDB 076 Dubai 13:10
JZR 124 Bahrain 13:30
NIA 152 Cairo 13:35
MSC 410 Asyut 13:55
MSR 611 Cairo 14:00
THY 767 Istanbul 14:10
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
KKK 717 Istanbul 14:30
KAC 741 Dammam 14:40
AXB 394 Kozhikode 14:55
QTR 1079 Doha 15:05
FDB 058 Dubai 15:05
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:05
KNE 481 Taif 15:10
KAC 617 Doha 15:15
KAC 673 Dubai 15:20
JZR 188 Dubai 15:50
KAC 773 Riyadh 15:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 16:00
SVA 505 Jeddah 16:00
OMA 646 Muscat 16:05
RJD 136 Abu Dhabi 16:10
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:45
NIA 252 Alexandria 16:50
RJA 641 Amman 16:55
JZR 266 Beirut 17:05
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
JZR 512 Sharm el-Sheikh 17:15
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KNE 477 Jeddah 17:30
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 184 Dubai 18:20
KAC 563 Amman 18:30
KAC 287 Dhaka 18:35
JZR 156 Dubai 18:35
JZR 538 Cairo 18:40
UAL 982 Bahrain 18:40
JZR 238 Amman 19:15
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
FDB 064 Dubai 19:50
QTR 1081 Doha 19:55
KAC 361 Colombo 20:00
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
JAI 571 Mumbai 20:35
FDB 062 Dubai 20:35
KAC 333 Trivandrum 20:45
KAC 351 Kochi 20:45
AGY 681 Alexandria 20:50
KAC 343 Chennai 20:55
KAC 1543 Cairo 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:00
ABY 122 Sharjah 21:00
KNE 461 Riyadh 21:10
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
JZR 554 Alexandria 21:15
MSR 619 Alexandria 21:40
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:05
FDB 074 Dubai 22:10
KAC 381 Delhi 22:20
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
UAE 860 Dubai 22:25
KLM 417 Dammam/Amsterdam 22:25
KAC 301 Mumbai 22:30
KAC 349 Kochi 22:30
QTR 1075 Doha 22:40
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:45
KAC 303 Mumbai 22:50
KAC 153 Istanbul 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:00
THY 5583 ADB 23:00
KAC 205 Islamabad 23:05
KAC 411 Bangkok/Manila 23:25
KAC 415 Kuala Lumpur/Jakarta 23:50
FDB 060 Dubai 23:50
JZR 1540 Cairo 23:50

SHARQIA-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:45 PM
OPERATOR 6:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:00 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:15 AM

SHARQIA-2
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 AM
SHAD AGZAA 2:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 1:15 AM

SHARQIA-3
INSIDE OUT 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 3:45 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 4:15 PM
VACATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 4:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

MUHALAB-2
VACATION 11:30 AM
OPERATOR 1:45 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:45 PM
VACATION 6:00 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 10:30 PM
OPERATOR 12:30 AM

MUHALAB-3
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:05 AM

FANAR-1
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
ANT-MAN 4:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 6:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:00 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:00 AM

FANAR-2
VACATION 1:00 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM

VACATION 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

FANAR-3
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:30 PM
DEKH MAGAR PYAAR SAY - Pakistani 3:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 6:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 9:00 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 12:05 AM

FANAR-4
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:45 PM

FANAR-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:45 AM

MARINA-1
VACATION 12:00 PM
OPERATOR 2:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:45 PM
OPERATOR 8:45 PM
OPERATOR 11:00 PM
VACATION 1:00 AM

MARINA-2
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 2:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 PM

MARINA-3
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 AM
SHAD AGZAA 1:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 6:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:45 AM

AVENUES-1
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 12:00 PM
ANT-MAN 2:30 PM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 5:00 PM
ANT-MAN 7:00 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 6:30 PM
SRIMANTHUDU - Telugu 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:45 AM
INTO THE GRIZZLY MAZE 9:30 PM
ANT-MAN 12:05 AM

AVENUES-2
OPERATOR 1:15 PM
OPERATOR 3:15 PM
OPERATOR 5:15 PM
OPERATOR 7:15 PM
OPERATOR 9:15 PM
OPERATOR 11:15 PM
OPERATOR 1:15 AM

AVENUES-3
VACATION 12:15 PM
VACATION 2:15 PM
VACATION 4:15 PM
VACATION 6:15 PM
HAYATI MOUBAHDILAH 8:15 PM
VACATION 10:15 PM
VACATION 3.500

AVENUES-4
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 AM

AVENUES-5
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:45 AM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 2:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:15 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 8:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:00 PM

360º- 1
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:15 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

360º- 2
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MR. HOLMES 1:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 4:00 PM
MINIONS 6:15 PM
MR. HOLMES 8:30 PM
MR. HOLMES 10:45 PM
MR. HOLMES 1:00 AM

360º- 3
OPERATOR 12:15 PM
OPERATOR 2:15 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

AL-KOUT.1
MINIONS 11:30 AM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 1:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 4:00 PM
ANT-MAN 6:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 9:00 PM

MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 11:30 PM

AL-KOUT.2
SHAD AGZAA 1:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 3:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 12:30 AM

AL-KOUT.3
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 AM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:45 PM
VACATION 3:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
VACATION 7:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 9:45 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:45 PM

AL-KOUT.4
VACATION 12:00 PM
INSIDE OUT 2:00 PM
OPERATOR 4:15 PM
OPERATOR 6:15 PM
OPERATOR 8:15 PM
OPERATOR 10:15 PM
OPERATOR 12:15 AM

BAIRAQ-1
SHAD AGZAA 12:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 2:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 4:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 7:00 PM
SHAD AGZAA 9:15 PM
SHAD AGZAA 11:30 PM

BAIRAQ-2
MINIONS 1:15 PM
INSIDE OUT 3:15 PM
MINIONS 5:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 10:00 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 12:30 AM

BAIRAQ-3
FANTASTIC FOUR 11:30 AM
FANTASTIC FOUR 1:30 PM
BAJRANGI BHAIJAAN -Hindi 3:30 PM
VACATION 6:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 8:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 10:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 12:45 AM

PLAZA
VACATION 3:30 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 5:45 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 7:45 PM
SHAD AGZAA 10:15 PM

LAILA
FANTASTIC FOUR 3:30 PM
MISSION: IMPOSSIBLE - ROGUE NATION 5:30 PM
SHAD AGZAA 8:15 PM
FANTASTIC FOUR 10:30 PM

KNCC PROGRAMME FROM THURSDAY TO WEDNESDAY (13/08/2015 TO 19/08/2015)

Prayer timings

Wanted full-time live-in
female caretaker for mid-
dle-aged lady. Send e-mail
to jobcaretaker@gmail.com
or call 99729654. (C 5018)
12-8-2015

FOR SALE

Doctor’s single owned
Dodge Durango 2012 with
Pentastar engine (used by
Mercedes), AWD, chocolate
brown color, 23,000 km only,
full golden insurance and
warranty, not a single acci-
dent, in excellent condition
as good as new. Price KD
8,250, can negotiate.
Contact: 66239707. (C 5017)
13-8-2015
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You are highly motivated to find ways to express the colorful images running through your
mind today. Nevertheless, your current desire to escape from reality makes it tough to fol-
low through with your chores because you would rather be daydreaming more than any-
thing else. It can be quite complicated to channel this surreal energy when issues from your
subconscious float to the surface. Thankfully, quietly attending to your daily chores and ful-
filling your obligations first frees you up to explore your imagination later on. Work now,
wander in wonderland later. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Many things about your life appear differently to your friends than they do
to you. Paradoxically, the more you attempt to reveal the true depth of your
feelings today, the more you confuse everyone else. Fortunately, if you can
rise above your need to set the record straight, you could be quite an inspi-
ration to others. Ultimately, it’s more rewarding to cooperate with your
cohorts now than it is to be right. Choose harmony over discord if given the
chance. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

Your foggy brain may cloud your thinking today, but you can make the most of
your creative buzz anyhow, if you watch out for a few potential pitfalls. You are
unusually hypersensitive now with irrational feelings flooding into your
thoughts; even your sensory impressions are temporarily overwhelming. Forget
about mundane responsibilities like balancing your checkbook or planning the
rest of your life. Write poetry, listen to music, and dream about your future,
instead.

Gemini (May 21-June 20)

You secretly harbor fantasies of breaking loose and doing something entirely out
of the box. Perhaps it’s time to start envisioning your next getaway, especially if
you haven’t had a real vacation in a while. However, you must balance your
dreams with realism now if you want them to come true. Don’t be too self-criti-
cal if you can’t figure out the logistics. Let your vision grow unencumbered by
facts today; there will be time later on to color in all the details. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

You may be misled today by someone you trust. Although no one is out to purposefully
trick you, others can inadvertently create confusion if they don’t verify all their facts.
Additionally, your logic is blurred by your own fantasies, whether they are about fame or
fortune. Don’t be distracted by unrealistic goals now that you have important business to
handle. Forget about petty ego concerns and concentrate on the most practical matters on
your plate. 

Leo (July 23-August 22)

Your analytical thinking may not be as sharp as you prefer while your ruling
planet Mercury opposes nebulous Neptune. In fact, reality could be slightly
beyond your grasp today with your mind working overtime in the realms of fan-
tasy. Fortunately, your excursions into the dreamworld can be quite productive
as long as you remember the difference between fact and fiction. Let your imag-
ination feed your future. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

A vivid daydream may be so convincing that you almost believe it’s true.
Unfortunately, your logic isn’t trustworthy now because your thinking is more
subjective than you might realize. Instead of making an important decision at
work today, consider all the possibilities without picking a favorite scenario. The
current antidote is to do something enjoyable that gets you out of your head
and into your body. Wait until tomorrow to return to the real work of setting pri-
orities and planning your future. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

Your romantic landscape may seem quite cloudy today and fraught with traps of
misunderstanding. It’s up to you to be clear in all your communications, without
necessarily being overly demanding about your needs. You could even fall in
love with something or someone if you let your guard down. Tread carefully; it’s
probably safer to seek pleasure through creative pursuits now than from rela-
tionships because nothing is quite as it seems. Follow your bliss but don’t sign
any contracts. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

You carry an air of spontaneity about you and your cheerful confidence, com-
bined with your idealism, attracts compelling people into your life. Nevertheless,
it’s still hard to find an adventurous companion who shares your overall outlook
on life. It’s perfectly acceptable to say no to someone’s generous offer. Limiting
your options allows you to accomplish more in the long run. Dare to do things
you never thought possible in your wildest dreams. 

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Your romantic landscape may seem quite cloudy today and fraught with traps of
misunderstanding. It’s up to you to be clear in all your communications, without
necessarily being overly demanding about your needs. You could even fall in
love with something or someone if you let your guard down. Tread carefully; it’s
probably safer to seek pleasure through creative pursuits now than from rela-
tionships because nothing is quite as it seems. Follow your bliss but don’t sign
any contracts. 

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

You’re holding your unfulfilled dreams very close to the surface today while try-
ing to keep up appearances so others aren’t aware of your inner turbulence.
Although your guarded behavior is actually an effective coping mechanism
while on the job, you might inadvertently send out mixed messages. Practical
analysis may be beyond your reach now, so don’t try to hide behind emotionally
detached logic. Surrounding yourself with supportive friends allows you the lux-
ury of just being you. 

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

You may have some explaining to do about your radical approach to life, but you
sound less and less convincing as you ramble on. Even if you don’t intend on say-
ing anything at all today, you still might be enticed into spilling all the beans
before you know it. Unfortunately, your words can’t paint the picture that you
see in your mind’s eye now, so craft your message carefully, make your point suc-
cinctly and then stop talking while you’re ahead. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)

CROSSWORD 990

ACROSS
1. Syndrome resulting from a serious acute

(sometimes fatal) infection associated
with the presence of staphylococcus.

4. Of or relating to the peoples who speak
the language of the Arawak.

12. A flexible container with a single open-
ing.

15. The network in the reticular formation
that serves an alerting or arousal func-
tion.

16. Elder brother of Krishna.
17. South American wood sorrel cultivated

for its edible tubers.
18. Filled with fear or apprehension.
20. A white soft metallic element that tar-

nishes readily.
21. A gradual decline (in size or strength or

power or number).
22. Submerged aquatic plant having narrow

leaves and small flowers.
25. A unit of length of thread or yarn.
26. A soft silver-white or yellowish metallic

element of the alkali metal group.
27. A summary that repeats the substance of

a longer discussion.
29. Harsh or corrosive in tone.
33. A constellation in the southern hemi-

sphere near Telescopium and Norma.
34. A card game for 2 players.
38. A republic in West Africa on the Gulf of

Guinea.
41. (computer science) A kind of computer

architecture that has a large number of
instructions hard coded into the cpu
chip.

43. Water falling in drops from vapor con-
densed in the atmosphere.

44. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

45. A long thin fluffy scarf of feathers or fur.
48. Having a horizontal surface in which no

part is higher or lower than another.
50. A man who is the lover of a girl or young

woman.
52. The event of something burning (often

destructive).
53. An elaborate party (often outdoors).
54. A city in northwest Indiana on Lake

Michigan.
56. An informal term for a father.
57. A quantity of no importance.
60. A pale rose-colored variety of the ruby

spinel.
63. Tall perennial herb of tropical Asia with

dark green leaves.
66. A Powhatan Indian woman (the daugh-

ter of Powhatan) who befriended the
English at Jamestown and is said to have
saved Captain John Smith's life (1595-
1617).

70. An association of nations dedicated to
economic and political cooperation in
southeastern Asia.

73. Advanced in years.
74. A female person who has the same par-

ents as another person.
75. The cardinal number that is the sum of

eight and one.
79. The 19th letter of the Greek alphabet.
80. Present in great quantity.
82. An adult male person (as opposed to a

woman).
83. (Irish) Mother of the ancient Irish gods.
84. A string of words satisfying the grammat-

ical rules of a language.
85. A loose sleeveless outer garment made

from aba cloth.

DOWN
1. (prefix) Across or crossing or on the oppo-

site side.
2. The second month of the Moslem calen-

dar.
3. An antidepressant drug that acts by block-

ing the reuptake of serotonin so that
more serotonin is available to act on
receptors in the brain.

4. Dwell (archaic).
5. A unit of absorbed ionizing radiation

equal to 100 ergs per gram of irradiated
material.

6. A silvery ductile metallic element found
primarily in bauxite.

7. A member of a North American people
formerly living in the Colorado river val-
ley in Arizona.

8. An Arabic speaking person who lives in
Arabia or North Africa.

9. Unknown god.
10. Punish with an arbitrary penalty.
11. Tag the base runner to get him out.
12. A painful sore with a hard pus-filled core.
13. An inflammatory disease involving the

sebaceous glands of the skin.
14. Mentally or physically infirm with age.
19. American professional baseball player

who hit more home runs than Babe
Ruth (born in 1934).

23. The 3 goddesses of fate or destiny.
24. A state in midwestern United States.
28. A white metallic element that burns with

a brilliant light.
30. Being nine more than ninety.
31. A unit of elastance equal to the recipro-

cal of a farad.
32. A unit of weight for precious stones =

200 mg.
35. Insectivorous usually semiaquatic web-

footed amphibian with smooth moist
skin and long hind legs.

36. A crown-like jewelled headdress worn by
women on formal occasions.

37. Having come or been brought to a con-
clusion.

39. Exhibiting or restored to vigorous good
health.

40. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.

42. Short and fat.
46. A Russian river.
47. United States space station.
49. A narrow headband or strip of ribbon

worn as a headband.
51. A soft white precious univalent metallic

element having the highest electrical
and thermal conductivity of any metal.

55. The ninth month of the Moslem calendar.
58. A mythical Greek warrior who was a

leader on the Trojan side of the Trojan
War.

59. The branch of computer science that
deal with writing computer programs
that can solve problems creatively.

61. A highly unstable radioactive element
(the heaviest of the halogen series).

62. The process of becoming softened and
saturated as a consequence of being
immersed in water (or other liquid).

64. Of or relating to or characteristic of Asia
or the peoples of Asia or their languages
or culture.

65. Genus of tropical Asiatic trees having
large solitary flowers.

67. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of
the Old World.

68. Cubes of meat marinated and cooked on
a skewer usually with vegetables.

69. A city in southern Turkey on the Seyhan
River.

71. Caused or enabled to go or be conveyed
or transmitted.

72. (of a young animal) Abandoned by its
mother and raised by hand.

76. The compass point that is one point east
(clockwise) of due north.

77. A woman religious.
78. Goddess of criminal rashness and its

punishment.
81. A state in southeastern United States.
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Ahmadi Sama Safwan                                    Fahaeel Makka St 23915883
Abu Halaifa                                        Abu Halaifa-Coastal Rd 23715414
Danat Al-Sultan                              Mahboula Block 1, Coastal Rd 23726558

Jahra Modern Jahra                                   Jahra-Block 3 Lot 1 24575518
Madina Munawara                        Jahra-Block 92 24566622

Capital Ahlam                                                   Fahad Al-Salem St 22436184
Khaldiya Coop                                 Khaldiya Coop 24833967

Farwaniya New Shifa                                           Farwaniya Block 40 24734000
Ferdous Coop                                   Ferdous Coop 24881201
Modern Safwan                               Old Kheitan Block 11 24726638

Hawally Tariq                                                      Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25726265
Hana                                                      Salmiya-Amman St 25647075
Ikhlas                                                    Hawally-Beirut St 22625999
Hawally & Rawdha                         Hawally & Rawdha Coop 22564549
Ghadeer                                              Jabriya-Block 1A 25340559
Kindy                                                    Jabriya-Block 3B 25326554
Ibn Al-Nafis                                        Salmiya-Hamad Mubarak St 25721264
Mishrif Coop                                     Mishrif Coop 25380581
Salwa Coop                                        Salwa Coop 25628241

Ophthalmologists
Dr. Abidallah Al-Mansoor            25622444
Dr. Samy Al-Rabeea                         25752222
Dr. Masoma Habeeb                        25321171
Dr. Mubarak Al-Ajmy                      25739999
Dr. Mohsen Abel                                 25757700
Dr  Adnan Hasan Alwayl               25732223
Dr. Abdallah Al-Baghly                  25732223

Ear, Nose & Throat (ENT)
Dr. Ahmed Fouad Mouner          24555050 Ext 510
Dr. Abdallah Al-Ali                            25644660
Dr. Abd Al-Hameed Al-Taweel  25646478
Dr. Sanad Al-Fathalah                    25311996
Dr. Mohammad Al-Daaory         25731988
Dr. Ismail Al-Fodary                         22620166
Dr. Mahmoud Al-Booz                   25651426

General Practitioners
Dr. Mohamme Y Majidi                  24555050 Ext 123
Dr. Yousef Al-Omar                           24719312
Dr. Tarek Al-Mikhazeem               23926920
Dr. Kathem Maarafi                          25730465
Dr. Abdallah Ahmad Eyadah     25655528
Dr. Nabeel Al-Ayoobi                      24577781
Dr. Dina Abidallah Al-Refae       25333501

Urologists
Dr. Ali Naser Al-Serfy                       22641534
Dr. Fawzi Taher Abul                        22639955
Dr. Khaleel Abidallah Al-Awadi 22616660
Dr. Adel Al-Hunayan FRCS (C)   25313120
Dr. Leons Joseph                                66703427

For labor-related inquiries 
and complaints:

Call MSAL hotline 128 

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Jabriya 25316254

Maidan Hawally 25623444

Bayan 25388462

Mishref 25381200

W Hawally 22630786

Sabah 24810221

Jahra 24770319

New Jahra 24575755

West Jahra 24772608

South Jahra 24775066

North Jahra 24775992

North Jleeb 24311795

Ardhiya 24884079

Firdous 24892674

Omariya 24719048

N Khaitan 24710044

Fintas 23900322

GOVERNORATE PHARMACY                            ADDRESS PHONE

Plastic Surgeons

Dr. Mohammad Al-Khalaf                        22547272

Dr. Abdal-Redha Lari                                   22617700

Dr. Abdel Quttainah                                 25625030/60

Family Doctor

Dr Divya Damodar                        23729596/23729581

Psychiatrists

Dr. Esam Al-Ansari                                         22635047

Dr Eisa M. Al-Balhan                                  22613623/0

Gynaecologists & Obstetricians

DrAdrian arbe                                   23729596/23729581

Dr. Verginia s.Marin                       2572-6666 ext 8321

Dr. Fozeya Ali Al-Qatan                              22655539

Dr. Majeda Khalefa Aliytami                  25343406

Dr. Ahmad Al-Khooly                                  25739272

Dr. Salem soso                                                  22618787

General Surgeons

Dr. Amer Zawaz Al-Amer                          22610044

Dr. Mohammad Yousef Basher             25327148

Internists, Chest & Heart

Dr. Adnan Ebil                                                   22639939

Dr. Mousa Khadada                                      22666300

Dr. Latefa Al-Duweisan                              25728004

Dr. Nadem Al-Ghabra                                  25355515

Dr. Mobarak Aldoub                                    24726446

Dr Nasser Behbehani                                25654300/3

Paediatricians

Dr. Khaled Hamadi                              25665898

Dr. Abd Al-Aziz Al-Rashed                         25340300

Dr. Zahra Qabazard                             25710444

Dr. Sohail Qamar                                   22621099

Dr. Snaa Maaroof                                  25713514

Dr. Pradip Gujare                                  23713100

Dr. Zacharias Mathew                        24334282

Dermatology

Dr. Mohammed Salam 
Bern University                                      23845955

Dentists

Dr Anil Thomas                                       3729596/3729581

Dr. Shamah Al-Matar                          22641071/2

Dr. Anesah Al-Rasheed                     22562226

Dr. Abidallah Al-Amer                       22561444

Dr. Faysal Al-Fozan                              22619557

Dr. Abdallateef Al-Katrash             22525888

Dr. Abidallah Al-Duweisan             25653755

Dr. Bader Al-Ansari                              25620111

Neurologists

Dr. Sohal Najem Al-Shemeri         25633324

Dr. Jasem Mola Hassan                     25345875

Gastrologists

Dr. Sami Aman                                        22636464

Dr. Mohammad Al-Shamaly         25322030

Dr. Foad Abidallah Al-Ali                 22633135

Endocrinologist

     Dr. Abd Al-Naser Al-Othman 25339330

     Dr. Ahmad Al-Ansari 25658888

     Dr. Kamal Al-Shomr 25329924

Physiotherapists & VD

     Dr. Deyaa Shehab 25722291

     Dr. Musaed Faraj Khamees 22666288

Rheumatologists:

     Dr. Adel Al-Awadi 25330060

     Dr. Khaled Al-Jarallah 25722290

Internist, Chest & Heart

     DR.Mohammes Akkad           24555050 Ext 210

     Dr. Mohammad Zubaid
     MB, ChB, FRCPC, PACC
     Assistant Professor Of Medicine
     Head, Division of Cardiology
     Mubarak Al-Kabeer Hospital 25339667

Consultant Cardiologist

     Dr. Farida Al-Habib          2611555-2622555
     MD, PH.D, FACC
     Inaya German Medical Center
     Te: 2575077
     Fax: 25723123

Soor Center
Tel: 2290-1677
Fax: 2290 1688

info@soorcenter.com
www.soorcenter.com

Psychologists
/Psychotherapists

PRIVATE CLINICS

William Schuilenberg, RPC 2290-1677
Zaina Al Zabin, M.Sc. 2290-1677

Kaizen center
25716707

Noor Clinic
23845955

INTERNATIONAL
CALLS

Afghanistan 0093

Albania 00355

Algeria 00213

Andorra 00376

Angola 00244

Anguilla 001264

Antiga 001268

Argentina 0054

Armenia 00374

Australia 0061

Austria 0043

Bahamas 001242

Bahrain 00973

Bangladesh 00880

Barbados 001246

Belarus 00375

Belgium 0032

Belize 00501

Benin 00229

Bermuda 001441

Bhutan 00975

Bolivia 00591

Bosnia 00387

Botswana 00267

Brazil 0055

Brunei 00673

Bulgaria 00359

Burkina 00226

Burundi 00257

Cambodia 00855

Cameroon 00237

Canada 001

Cape Verde 00238

Cayman Islands 001345

Central African 00236

Chad 00235

Chile 0056

China 0086

Colombia 0057

Comoros 00269

Congo 00242

Cook Islands 00682

Costa Rica 00506

Croatia 00385

Cuba 0053

Cyprus 00357

Cyprus (Northern) 0090392

Czech Republic 00420

Denmark 0045

Diego Garcia 00246

Djibouti 00253

Dominica 001767

Dominican Republic 001809

Ecuador 00593

Egypt 0020

El Salvador 00503

England (UK) 0044

Equatorial Guinea 00240

Eritrea 00291

Estonia 00372

Ethiopia 00251

Falkland Islands 00500

Faroe Islands 00298

Fiji 00679

Finland 00358

France 0033

French Guiana 00594

French Polynesia 00689

Gabon 00241

Gambia 00220

Georgia 00995

Germany 0049

Ghana 00233

Gibraltar 00350

Greece 0030

Greenland 00299

Grenada 001473

Guadeloupe 00590

Guam 001671

Guatemala 00502

Guinea 00224

Guyana 00592

Haiti 00509

Holland (Netherlands) 0031

Honduras 00504

Hong Kong 00852

Hungary 0036

Ibiza (Spain) 0034

Iceland 00354

India 0091

Indian Ocean 00873

Indonesia 0062

Iran 0098

Iraq 00964

Ireland 00353

Italy 0039

Ivory Coast 00225

Jamaica 001876

Japan 0081

Jordan 00962

Kazakhstan 007

Kenya 00254

Kiribati 00686

Kuwait 00965

Kyrgyzstan 00996

Laos 00856

Latvia 00371

Lebanon 00961

Liberia 00231

Libya 00218

Lithuania 00370

Luxembourg 00352

Macau 00853

Macedonia 00389

Madagascar 00261

Majorca 0034

Malawi 00265

Malaysia 0060

Maldives 00960

Mali 00223

Malta 00356

Marshall Islands 00692

Martinique 00596

Mauritania 00222

Mauritius 00230

Mayotte 00269

Mexico 0052

Micronesia 00691

Moldova 00373

Monaco 00377

Mongolia 00976

Montserrat 001664

Morocco 00212

Mozambique 00258

Myanmar (Burma) 0095

Namibia 00264

Nepal 00977

Netherlands 0031

Netherlands Antilles 00599

New Caledonia 00687

New Zealand 0064

Nicaragua 00505

Nigar 00227

Nigeria 00234

Niue 00683

Norfolk Island 00672

N. Ireland (UK) 0044

North Korea 00850

Norway 0047

Oman 00968

Pakistan 0092

Palau 00680

Panama 00507

Papua New Guinea 00675

Paraguay 00595

Peru 0051

Philippines 0063

Poland 0048

Portugal 00351

Puerto Rico 001787

Qatar 00974

Romania 0040

Russian Federation 007

Rwanda 00250

Saint Helena 00290

Saint Kitts 001869

Saint Lucia 001758

Saint Pierre 00508

Saint Vincent 001784

Samoa US 00684

Samoa West 00685

San Marino 00378

Sao Tone 00239

Saudi Arabia 00966

Scotland (UK) 0044

Senegal 00221

Seychelles 00284

Sierra Leone 00232

Singapore 0065

Slovakia 00421

Slovenia 00386

Solomon Islands 00677

Somalia 00252

South Africa 0027

South Korea 0082

Spain 0034

Sri Lanka 0094

Sudan 00249

Suriname 00597

Swaziland 00268

Sweden 0046

Switzerland 0041

Syria 00963

Serbia 00381

Taiwan 00886

Tanzania 00255

Thailand 0066

Toga 00228

Tonga 00676

Tokelau 00690

Trinidad 001868

Tunisia 00216

Turkey 0090

Tuvalu 00688

Uganda 00256

Ukraine 00380

United Arab Emirates 00976

United Kingdom 0044

Uruguay 00598

USA 001

Uzbekistan 00998

Vanuatu 00678

Venezuela 00582

Vietnam 0084

Virgin Islands UK 001284

Virgin Islands US 001340

Wales (UK) 0044

Yemen 00967

Yugoslavia 00381

Zambia 00260

Zimbabwe 00263
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Radiohead’s Thom Yorke to 
write music for Broadway play

Radiohead’s Thom Yorke is going Broadway - he’s
written original music for the upcoming revival of
the play “Old Times” by Harold Pinter. Roundabout

Theatre Company said yesterday that Radiohead’s front-
man and principal songwriter lent his talents to the play
about love and memory starring Clive Owen, Eve Best
and Kelly Reilly. In “Old Times,” a married couple wel-

comes the wife’s old friend for a visit, which kicks up old
memories, verbal games and classic Pinter amounts of
menace. Douglas Hodge is directing. “In true Thom
Yorke-style, the music is epic, heartbreaking, irresistible
and complex. I’m hopeful this collaboration will result in
a new kind of theatergoer coming to our show,” Hodge
said in a statement.

Liam Neeson is play the role of US Army
General Douglas MacArthur in “Operation
Chromite” (a.k.a. “Incheon Landing

Operation”), a Korean-made blockbuster set during
the Korean War of the early 1950s. The film is to be
produced by South Korea’s Taewon Entertainment.
It will be directed by Lee Jae-han, and scripted by
Lee Man-hee, who both have war film experience
with hit “71: Into the Fire”. Although Chinese movies
are increasingly incorporating Hollywood talent, it
is rare in Korea. Neeson has had a career revival fol-
lowing box office success with “The Grey,” “Taken,”
“Battleship” and “The Lego Movie.” “Operation
Chromite” focuses on the heroic Korean troopers
who carried out the covert “X-ray” operation that
preceded the Incheon landing operation in the
Yellow Sea. The landing shifted the momentum of

the Korean War. “We plan to go into the production
in late September with a production cost of 15 bil-
lion won (US$12.62 million),” Taewon boss Jeong
Tae-won told news agency Yonhap. He expects to
hold a promo event on Sept. 15, the anniversary of
the Incheon Landing. A company spokesperson
told Variety that “Operation” is preparing to start
shooting in the second half of this year, aiming to
release it in the first half of 2016. Production will
take place in South Korea, with Neeson flying in for
filming. Other roles have not been cast, though top
stars Lee Jung-jae (“Assassination”), Hyun Bin (“The
Fatal Encounter”) are known to have received the
script for the role of the leader of the South Korean
intelligence unit. Another, Lee Beom-su (“The
Beauty Inside”) is being considered for the role of
the North Korean elite officer.
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Wahlberg to star
in cop comedy

‘Partners’
Mark Wahlberg will star as a Los

Angeles Police Department detec-
tive in New Line’s action-comedy

“Partners.” Leverage Entertainment’s Stephen
Levinson will produce. The script, written by
Evan Turner, centers on a detective becom-
ing romantically involved with a woman
after a one-night stand, then discovering
that she’s an FBI agent in charge of a high-
profile case to which he’s been assigned.
New Line’s Richard Brener, Sam Brown and
Michael Disco are overseeing for the studio,
which is seeking a director and lead actress.
Wahlberg starred as a detective with Will
Ferrell in Warner’s 2010 comedy “The Other
Guys.” He was last seen in “Ted 2” and will
appear with Ferrell in Paramount’s “Daddy’s
Home,” which opens on Christmas. He’s been
shooting Lionsgate’s “Deepwater Horizon”
with Peter Berg directing. Wahlberg is
repped by WME, Leverage Management and
Sloane Offer. Turner is repped by WME and
Underground. The news was first reported by
Deadline Hollywood.

Dustin Hoffman: 
I’ve made my 

granddaughter 
jealous 

Dustin Hoffman has made his nine-
year-old granddaughter jealous with
his latest career move. The award-

winning actor - whose career has seen him
play some of cinema’s most iconic charac-
ters, including Raymond Babbitt in ‘Rain Man’
- is narrating the audiobook of
‘Appleblossom the Possum’, and his grand-
daughter Daisy Jo could not be more envi-
ous. He explained to PEOPLE magazine:
“When she found out I was going to do the
voices, she says, ‘But I’m the perfect
Appleblossom’. “She wanted to do
Appleblossom, so when she was told that I
was doing it, she said, ‘Oh, he always gets the
best parts.’”  Meanwhile, the Oscar-winning
actor claimed last month that the film indus-
try is in the “worst” shape it’s ever been in. He
observed that while the TV industry is riding
the crest of a wave at the moment, the film
business has hit an all-time low. Dustin
reflected: “I think right now television is the
best that it’s ever been and I think that it’s
the worst that film has ever been - in the 50

Rita Ora: I’m a supporter of females

Rita Ora insists she is not a traitor to women for collaborating with Chris Brown. The ‘Poison’ hitmaker has come
under fire for teaming up with the 26-year-old star - who was convicted of assaulting then-girlfriend Rihanna
in 2009 - on ‘Boy on Me’ but insists his background has nothing do with the track as she just wanted to work

with someone whose vocals suited the song. She said on Free Radio: “I’ve been such a supporter of females for such
a long time, you know,
look at any of my
interviews. I think the
song speaks for itself.
“His voice really suited
this record and I
approached it with
that in mind. I really
just went into this col-
laboration with a clear
mind of what vocally
will sound the best,
and what musically
works. That, to me,
made the most sense.”
The 24-year-old star
previously spoke out
about her reasons for
working with the
‘Loyal’ hitmaker, say-

ing he is “important” to her both “personally and professionally”. She said: “(He’s) strong, powerful and someone that
is important to me personally and professionally. The discrimination and all what people think? If you have a great
song then no one cares.” However, critics of ‘Body on Me’ have slammed the star on social media and reminded her of
the incident in 2009 when Chris attacked Rihanna following a pre-Grammy awards party in Los Angeles. The singer
was sentenced to five years’ probation, domestic violence counseling and community service.

Perry making
Christmas song 

Katy Perry is making a Christmas song. The 30-year-old star has
teased she will be releasing a festive tune later this year by reveal-
ing she has been in the studio writing a seasonal song with her

“squad”. She wrote on Instagram: “When your derp squad writes a
Christmas song in August (sic).” The ‘Dark Horse’ hitmaker previously
alluded she may be working on a holiday hit when she tweeted about an
incident in the studio which ended with her falling flat on her face, end-
ing the message with Christmas tree, prayer and musical notes emojis.
She wrote: “Ya know yer sanging good when ya lose yer balance & fall
over in the vocal booth (sic).” Katy - who released her fourth studio album
‘Prism’ in 2013 - has not confirmed when she will release the project,
although if she puts it out this year it will coincide with H&M’s Christmas
campaign, which she previously revealed she will be the face of. Other
musicians set to put out new seasonal tunes this Christmas include
Mariah Carey who is re-working her ‘Merry Christmas’ collection, and Kylie
Minogue who is rumored to be creating a disco-inspired record.

Sigma think
Pharrell is an alien 
The drum and bass duo - Cameron Edwards and Joe

Lenzie - spotted the 42-year-old musician backstage
at Glastonbury festival where they were both per-

forming back in June and said while it was “cool” to see
him, they are convinced he must be an extra-terrestrial
because of his ever-youthful appearance. Speaking exclu-
sively to BANG Showbiz, Joe said: “I think Pharrell was on
[stage] just after us so I didn’t get a chance to talk to him
but to see him in person was quite a cool experience
because he’s an alien. He’s looked the same for about 30
years, I don’t know how he does it!” However, the ‘Nobody
To Love’ hitmakers - who recently released their new single
‘Glitterball’ featuring Ella Henderson - admitted they didn’t
approach the singer and producer because they find it
embarrassing when musicians beg for collaborations.
Asked if they spoke to Pharrell about teaming up, Joe
explained: “I think I’m past that stage because I’ve had peo-
ple come up to me in the past and I don’t want to be that
guy, even though I am a massive fan of Pharrell. I love all of
his stuff but I wouldn’t want to be the guy walking up to
him trying to sell myself to him.” —Bang Showbiz

Mark Ronson and Bruno Mars have been accused of
plagiarism. The pair have come under fire from
Serbian singer Viktorija - whose real name is

Snezana Miskovic - who claims their chart-topping collabo-
ration ‘Uptown Funk’ is a rip off of her 1984 single ‘Ulice
Mracne Nisu Za Devojke’, which translates as ‘Dark Streets
Are Not For Girls’. She said: “Their song ‘Uptown Funk’ con-

tains 80 per cent of my tracks. How much of it are you
allowed to take as inspiration for your song?” Despite
claiming the song is “80 per cent” hers, the 56-year-old star
insisted she has not yet decided whether to sue them and
instead just wants to have her contribution appreciated.
She told the Daily Star newspaper: “I’m in no hurry to sue
them, these processes take a long time, and my life and
career does not depend on lawsuits.”For these lawsuits,
there should be a lot of money, the lawyers are working on
a percentage. If I still decide to sue them and I win, I have
to figure out what to do with that money.” The news comes
five months after Robin Thicke and Pharrell Williams were
ordered to pay $7.3 million in copyright infringement due
to similarities between their number one single ‘Blurred
Lines’ and Marvin Gaye’s ‘Got To Give It Up’. However, both
Robin and Pharrell denied any wrong-doing and insisted
they would battle the decision. Their lawyer, Howard King,
said at the time: “We owe it to songwriters around the
world to make sure this verdict doesn’t stand.”My clients
know that they wrote the song ‘Blurred Lines’ from their
hearts and souls and no other source. “We are going to
exercise every post trial remedy we have to make sure this
verdict does not stand. We look at it as being in the sev-
enth inning of a game that could go into extra innings.”

Ronson, Mars accused of plagiarism



Terrence Howard agreed to a 2012 divorce
settlement with his ex-wife after she
threatened to leak details about his sex life,

his attorney said Tuesday at a hearing on the
actor ’s efforts to overturn the agreement.
Attorney Brian Kramer later played audio of a
2011 telephone conversation between Howard
and his ex-wife Michelle Ghent in which she said

she would sell information if he didn’t pay her. “I
will  (expletive) bury you deep within the
ground,” Ghent is heard saying on the recording.
She said she had video of Howard singing naked
in the bathroom and could sell the footage for
$2 million. She also referred to alleged affairs by
the actor and said she had called the Internal

Revenue Service to report improper deductions.
After several minutes, Howard tells Ghent, “I’ll

drain everything I got to take care of it.” His for-
mer business manager Charles McBride testified
that he sent Ghent a $40,000 wire transfer later
that day. McBride called the payment “hush
money.” Yvonne Howard, the actor’s sister-in-law,
also said in a deposition read in court that Ghent
had told her that she had taken one of the
actor’s cellphones that contained footage of him
having sex. Yvonne Howard lives in Florida and
did not travel to Los Angeles for the hearing.
Howard contends the statements by Ghent
amounted to extortion and that the divorce set-
tlement should be overturned.

Ghent’s lawyers say she denied the allega-
tions during a deposition. Ghent has accused
Howard of domestic violence and is also seeking
money she says is owed under the settlement.
The Oscar-nominated actor and star of the hit
television series “Empire” is expected to testify
during the proceeding, which could end
Monday. Howard and Ghent were married in
2010 and she filed for divorce a year later. The
dispute has prompted 20th Century Fox, which
produces “Empire,” to seek guidance on where to
send his earnings from the show.

Several debts
Judge Thomas Trent Lewis ruled that

Ghent’s testimony will be limited because she
did not file certain pleadings before the hear-
ing. The judge also said Howard could only

present evidence of duress and extortion
attempts that happened outside of the pair’s
mediation in 2012.

The divorce agreement gave Ghent several
bank accounts and left Howard with responsibil-
ity for several debts, including tax liens. It also
called for him to pay his wife a share of his earn-
ings in spousal support.

During the hearing, Howard received a sharp
rebuke from Lewis after the judge learned
Howard had snapped a photo of the courtroom
audience, including reporters covering the hear-
ing. “You guys are always in my business, you
don’t want me in yours,” Howard told reporters
before a break. Lewis informed Howard that the
photo was a violation of court rules and cut the
actor off when he tried to explain himself. “Are
we going to have this discussion again, or are we
done having this discussion,” Lewis asked
Howard. “We’re done having this discussion,”
Howard said. A few moments later, another
bailiff informed Lewis that the presiding judge
wanted Howard’s phone searched, which led to
its brief confiscation while authorities deter-
mined the photos had been deleted. Howard
received an Oscar nomination for his starring
role in 2005’s “Hustle & Flow.” —AP
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Depp to perform concerts
with Cooper, Perry

This photo provided by Kyler Clark shows Johnny Depp, right, and Joe Perry,
from the musical group Hollywood Vampires. 

Johnny Depp is set to perform live with
Alice Cooper and Joe Perry as the musi-
cal group Hollywood Vampires. The

band yesterday announced shows sched-
uled for Sept 16 and 17 at The Roxy in West
Hollywood, California. Tickets go on sale
Friday. The trio is based off Cooper’s 1970s
drinking club, the Hollywood Vampires,
which included John Lennon, Harry Nilsson
and Micky Dolenz. 

The group will release a self-titled album
Sept 11 that includes collaborations with Paul
McCartney, Dave Grohl, Joe Walsh, Slash,
Brian Johnson and others. Depp plays guitar
throughout the album and sings background
on some of the tracks. Proceeds from the
album will benefit MusiCares, which provides
financial and personal assistance to musi-
cians. Hollywood Vampires also will perform
at Brazil’s Rock in Rio on Sept 24. —AP

Howard in court trying to 
undo divorce agreement

Terrence Howard attends the 2015 Spike
TV’s Guys Choice Awards at Sony Studios
in Culver City, Calif. —AP

Alice Cooper, left, and Joe Perry from the musical group Hollywood
Vampires.

Alice Cooper from the musical group Hollywood Vampires.

Uggie, dog in The
Artist, put down

The adorable dog Uggie, famous for his role in the academy
award-winning film “The Artist,” had to be put down due to a
tumor, celebrity website TMZ reported. The brown and white

Jack Russel Terrier won over audiences with his stage tricks and cute
demeanor in the film alongside Jean Dujardin. Uggie was diagnosed
with a prostate tumor and put down last week, TMZ reported. He was
13 years old.

Uggie garnered a “Palm Dog” award at the Cannes Film Festival for
his performance in the 2011 film. The dog appeared in a dozen films
and in ads, but is best known for its role in the silent French-made flick
“The Artist.” The comedy-drama tribute to Hollywood’s golden age
won five Oscars including best picture and best actor for Dujardin. In a
tweet, Dujardin said: “Fond memories of my extraordinary colleague:
R.I.P. Uggie.” The dog achieved one of Hollywood’s top honors-his four
paw prints are embedded in the hallowed Walk of Fame. —AFP

This February 26, 2012 file photo shows Uggie the dog, from
winner of Best Picture, “The Artist” as he poses in the press
room at the 84th Annual Academy Awards in Hollywood,
California. —AFP

Thanks to a pawn shop own-
er, county music singer-
songwriter Bill Anderson

has been reunited with his long
lost acoustic guitar. Anderson, 77,
had a vintage Billy Grammer gui-
tar when he broke into the music
business more than 50 years ago.
He thinks the instrument was
loaned to a music museum that
went out of business and it had
been missing ever since. “I sort of
forgot about it. I really did,”
Anderson told Phoenix TV station
KPHO-TV. “Out of sight, out of
mind. I don’t remember what I
did with it when I stopped play-
ing it.” A customer pawned the
guitar in April at Bell Road Pawn
Shop in Phoenix. 

Shop owner Mike Grauer, who
considers himself a country music
historian, said he looked inside the
guitar’s sound hole and saw the
name “Bill Anderson” etched

inside. He contacted the country
music star, who flew Grauer and
his wife to Nashville, Tennessee,
last weekend. Anderson invited
the couple on stage at the Grand
Ole Opry, and he was reunited
with his old guitar. Anderson said
the guitar was one of his prized
possessions when he first made it
big in the early 1960s. He has
released more than 40 studio
albums and charted seven No. 1
country singles in his career. “I
wanted him to have it,” Grauer
said. “It belonged to him. It meant
something to him.” Grauer said just
seeing the Grand Ole Opry was
“just a dream come true. To see the
people I was standing next to
backstage and shaking their
hands, I’ll never forget it.” —AP

US pawn shop owner finds 
Anderson’s lost guitar

Phoenix pawn shop owner Mike Grauer, left, presents coun-
ty music singer-songwriter Bill Anderson, with his long lost
vintage Billy Grammer guitar before a performance at the
Grand Ole Opry in Nashville, Tenn. —AP

The shotgun blast of fury that first
emanated from South Central Los
Angeles in 1988 still packs a

punch. The new, very much authorized
biopic of N.W.A, “Straight Outta
Compton,” aims to cement the legacy
of the pioneering hip-hop group that
brought gangsta rap to the mainstream
and sparked endless culture debates.
Dr Dre, Ice Cube and Easy-E - the three
most central members of the five-some
- were, from the start, the savviest of
self-promoters, casting themselves as
violent gangsters and exalting the hard
streets they came from. So it’s fitting
that they should shape their big-screen
treatment, too, in a commercial pack-
age that’s brashly winning and
unapologetically self-serving.

What has time done to N.W.A? Like
everything else in their complicated
but powerful history, it cuts both ways.
Their brash rebuttal to the aggressive
policing policies of the day - most
notably their anti-police anthem in
which Ice Cube rapped of “the authori-
ty to kill a minority” - could hardly be
more salient now, and director F. Gary

Gray (who helmed Ice Cube’s “Friday”)
drives this home repeatedly in scenes
of confrontation with the police. They
often silently populate the background,
always a hovering threat.

On the other hand, N.W.A’s unre-
morseful misogyny has been brought
back with no added reflection. With the
lone exception of Dre’s mother, women
are mostly either an annoyance or
hedonistic party favors. Unseen is Dre’s
assault of TV personality Dee Barnes,
whom he was convicted of repeatedly
slamming against a brick wall. But fully
unpacking N.W.A and the era of hip
hop the group kicked off remains a
fool’s errand. “Straight Outta Compton,”
besides, is built on the abiding fierce-
ness of the music, the unlikeliness of
their hood-to-Hollywood journey and a
talented young cast that handles the
heavy weight of playing icons with
unusual skill.

Recording studio
Especially entertaining are the early

scenes that assemble the group: the
pugnacious lyricist Ice Cube (Cube’s

son O’Shea Jackson Jr), Easy-E, the old-
er hustler with enough cash to pay for
recording sessions (Jason Mitchell), Dr
Dre, the ambitious DJ schooled in
James Brown and Funkadelic (Corey

Hawkins), MC Ren (Aldis Hodge) and
DJ Yella (Neil Brown Jr). They’re most
charming before the braggadocio has
completely set in. Sitting around the
recording studio, they laugh at the

gap between their lives and their
lyrics. While rapping about rolling in 6-
4s, they note Easy E is the only one
with a car.

Their rise is incredibly fast. The first
single, “Boyz-n-the-Hood,” draws in
manager Jerry Heller (Paul Giamatti),
who remains a pivotal figure through-
out the film as both the group’s biggest
champion and, later as a dividing force.
Too profane for radio play, they emerge
as an underground sensation, soon fill-
ing arenas and drawing the skeptical
eye of the FBI. They revel in the women
and the money, but fissures immedi-
ately crack open. The splitting into solo
acts - first Ice Cube, then Dr. Dre to join
Marion “Suge” Knight (R. Marcos Taylor),
seen here as a genuine thug - happens
as fast as the ascent.

“Straight Outta Compton” begins,
for better and worse, to lose its tradi-
tional biopic shape. The diverging sto-
ries are too unwieldy, the bonds
among the group too quickly severed.
A huge, sprawling music scene is born;
Snoop Dogg (Keith Stanfield) and
Tupac Shakur (Marcc Rose) make

cameos. Contract disputes, not music,
take over the spirited but lengthy nar-
rative. The film, produced by Dr Dre,
Ice Cube and Easy-E’s widow, Tomica
Woods-Wright, begins to feel like a
compromise of “Rashomon” perspec-
tives: old friends still assigning blame
(mostly on Heller and Knight), working
through guilt (Easy-E died in 1995
after contracting AIDS) and finding a
flattering version of the past they can
all live with, even if it means touching
on fiction.

But the movies - particularly the stu-
dio-made, summer variety - are seldom
what you would call “hard.” Nor do they
make a habit of telling the stories of sear-
ing, provocative black voices that rise out
of urban nightmares. “Straight Outta
Compton” never forgets where its stars
came from, and neither should we.
“Straight Outta Compton,” a Universal
Pictures release, is rated R by the Motion
Picture Association of America for “lan-
guage throughout, strong sexuality/nudi-
ty, violence, and drug use.” Running time:
142 minutes. Two and a half stars out of
four. —AP

‘Straight Outta Compton’ a biopic to its own beat

This photo provided by Universal Pictures shows, Aldis Hodge,
from left, as MC Ren, Neil Brown, Jr as DJ Yella, Jason Mitchell as
Eazy-E, O’Shea Jackson, Jr as Ice Cube and Corey Hawkins as Dr Dre,
in the film, “Straight Outta Compton.” —AP
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Egypt’s state news agency says well-known Egyptian
actor Nour El-Sherif has died. He was 69. The news
agency said he died Tuesday after battling an unspeci-

fied long illness. El-Sherif ’s big break was in the late 1960s
when he played a supporting role in “The Palace of Desire,” the

screen adaptation of one of the novels in a trilogy by Egyptian
Nobel Prize laureate Naguib Mahfouz.

He went on to become one of the Arab world’s top male
actors for much of the 1970s and 1980s in the heydays of
Egyptian cinema. One of his later roles was a part in “The

Yacoubian Building,” a 2006 adaptation of a best-selling novel
about Egyptian society and politics. He was a favorite of
Egyptian director Youssef Chahine, playing major roles in his
films. — AP

A file picture taken on October 23, 2010 shows Egyptian
veteran actress Yusra and actor Nour al-Sherif at the open-
ing ceremony of the Carthage film festival (JCC) in Tunis. 

In this June 2004 file photo, Egyptian actor Nour El-Sherif with his ‘four wives’ perform in a scene from the
‘El-Hagg Metwally’ series, being filmed in Cairo, Egypt. — AP/AFP photos

A file picture taken on February 28, 2001 shows Egyptian film stars
Nour El-Sherif and his wife Poussie at the premiere of Sherif’s latest film
as director, Al-Ashiqan or The Two Lovers, at a movie theatre in Cairo.

Famed Egyptian actor Nour 

El-Sherif dies of illness at 69 

In this March 2014 photo, Egyptian actor Nour El-Sherif
speaks during a film festival in Cairo, Egypt.

A file picture taken on December 10, 2014 shows Egyptian
actor Nour El-Sherif and fellow film star Mervat Amin at
the opening session of the 11th Dubai International Film
Festival (DIFF) in Dubai.

Egyptians hold up the coffin of well-known Egyptian actor Nour El-Sherif at the Police Mosque in Cairo,
Egypt, yesterday.

A file picture taken on May 15, 1997 shows (From left): Egypt’s film star
Nour (Nur) El-Sherif, film director Youssef Chahine, actress Laila Eloui and
young actor Hani Salama posing for photographers at the festival’s venue
to present their film ‘The Destiny’. 

A file picture taken on October 17, 2007 shows Egyptian actor Nour El-Sherif
and assistant director and actor Sharif Ismail (left) during the shooting of the
new film ‘Lailat Al-Baby Doll’ (Baby Doll Night) at the Citadel jail in Giza, on the
southern outskirts of Cairo. 

(From left) Veteran actors Adel Imam, Mahmud Yassin and Ezzat Al-Alaily pray
during the funeral of Egyptian film star Nour El-Sherif yesterday, at a mosque
in Sheikh Zayed City, on the outskirts of Cairo. 

A file picture taken on January 15, 2014 shows Egyptian actor Nour El-Sherif
casting his ballot at a polling station in Cairo during the second day of voting
on a new constitution.

Growing up it was extremely difficult to figure out
what exactly I wanted to do, or who I wanted to be.
At an early age (16-18) I had to make a decision right

after high school to what path I wanted to take, choosing a
university, a major and what not, not even knowing if this is
what I really wanted to do or if this will actually help me in
life or my career. 

However, we’ve all pretty much had to make a few deci-
sions not knowing what we want. It can be very misleading
and can sometimes sculpt you into being something else
without you noticing. Being confident will always help you
overcoming obstacles in your life, but of course not too con-
fident. It will definitely backfire. 

I’ve recently been very interested in understanding peo-
ple and their present character and try to truly understand
why or what made them be that way or that person. One
thing I found in common was that, people who tend to be
more defensive, negative and sometime hypocritical are the
people who lack confidence, but protect themselves behind
a hard wall. It is extremely crucial for young ladies and
women to be confident, and by confidence I do not mean
by appearance, figure or anything superficial to brag about,
I mean mentally confident. 

Low self-esteem
Running around life holding your head a bit higher will

never hurt anyone. Knowing and believing that you are
worth it and deserving everything that has happened to
you, the good and the bad, will only allow you to come in
peace with your life and destiny. It’s all in your head. Lacking
confidence and low self-esteem can really affect the deci-
sions you make daily, and even in your life. It makes a differ-
ence with who you feel you want to end up with, what type
of person you deserve, what kind of attention you deserve,
it will also discourage you to do better in your career or edu-

cation. It will stop you from doing so much good. 
Confidence is the feeling of being capable to accomplish

almost anything you want in life. It’s how you carry yourself
around others or in public; it’s respecting yourself and
accepting nothing but the positive energy. It’s difficult for
girls to be confident while growing up, it takes a lot of
courage to put up with the pressure, not saying that it gets
any more easier growing up. 

Public figure
I work in a field where you are judged and commented

on a daily, regardless of the negativity that comes along, I
genuinely love and respect my job and the people I
encounter, good or bad. However, social media has been a
very quick but harsh lesson to learn, and I believe that it’s
the same concept for everyone, but only on a larger scale
when you’re a public figure. 

I had to be confident and believe in myself, logically and

realistically speaking, there are millions of more beautiful,
successful and stronger women than I am, and it is extreme-
ly unhealthy to constantly compare myself to them, because
there will ALWAYS be better, even when you find that “bet-
ter” there is also more better than that better! It’s never end-
ing, so being confident with the fact that there is only one
you, and only you can live your life and no one else can, will
only make you admire, love and respect all your right deci-
sions and mistakes you’ve made. No one is perfect, even
people who want to be perfect can never be stable and
happy individuals because they cannot come in terms with
the fact that perfection doesn’t exist. 

Believe in yourself, love yourself and trust yourself. There
is only one you in this universe, life is short - take advantage
of it. 

Believe in yourself, love and trust yourself
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Determined to rise high enough for their prayers to be
heard, climbers defy the stifling summer heat to conquer
a summit in Algeria’s northern Kabylie region. They are

women desperate for children, youth seeking jobs and the sick
hoping for a cure. At the heart of this restive Berber-speaking
region, Azro Nethor-the zenith prayer rock-towers at 1,884
meters (6,181 feet) above sea level, at the end of a steep path in
the Atlas Mountains, an exhausting, giddy climb up the rocky
mountain side.

On the rock’s summit sits El-Jammaa Oufella (The Mosque at
the Top), a small, stark place of worship. Inside, slim candles light
the alcoves in its white walls. For three successive Fridays each
August, thousands of people from across Kabylie, and even from
the capital Algiers, flock to the mountain peak, wheezing in the
suffocating heat, for a pilgrimage rooted in a belief in the powers
of holy men. Islam does not recognize any intermediaries
between God and men, but the cult of holy figures remains
deeply rooted in Algeria, despite orthodox Muslims fighting to
curb the practice. Before the Bamiyan Buddhas were blown up in
Afghanistan in 2001 and the Timbuktu mausoleums destroyed in
Mali a decade later, armed Islamist groups in the 1990s destroyed
many of the holy sanctuaries that dot the Algerian landscape.

Miracle men 
Across the North African country, there is hardly a town or vil-

lage that does not have at least one mausoleum, like that of Sidi
Abderrahman, Algiers’ patron saint. Azro Nethor is named after a
legend passed down over the centuries. It says that an elderly
wise man topped the mountain peak just as the sun reached its
zenith and died there as he finished his midday prayer. The wise
man, said to have received God’s blessing, has since made end-
less apparitions in the villages dotted along these mountain
crests. His blessing has saved numerous local residents from grief,
according to the legend, and once even a plate of couscous that
hurtled all the way down the mountain without losing a single
grain.

Since, a giant plate of couscous has been offered up to visitors
at each pilgrimage, with dozens of sheep slaughtered for the
occasion. Pilgrims quench their thirst at a spring said to have
purifying properties. At the foot of the mountain, in the shade of
a tent, faith healers offer hope to those who have come to con-
sult them. Couples, young women and children place their head
under a piece of fabric to hear a prayer. “Next year, you will come
back here with a husband on your arm and in two years’ time you
will return with a child,” one healer promises a young woman,
whose face bursts into a smile. “I have been coming here since I
was 20,” says a woman in her 70s who has made the journey from
Larbaa Nath Irahen, some 50 kilometers (30 miles) from the sanc-
tuary. “The first time, I prayed for a husband, then to have chil-
dren-and then for peace,” she says, referring to a civil war
between the state and Islamist insurgents that abated in the late
1990s. “The saints heard my prayers and they were all granted,
which is why I always come back,” she says, her face beaming.

Prayers cast across the sea 
Women make up the majority of those who come to climb

the mountain, some launching calls to children snatched up by
lives abroad, convinced that their voice will travel across the
mountains and the nearby Mediterranean Sea. Three years ago,
62-year-old doctor Mohamed came with his ailing mother, who
was desperate for news from a child living in Italy. Her plea rose
up to the skies and her son came home within days.  But it was
the doctor who had begged his younger brother to make the
journey, he says. “My mother died relieved, convinced that her cry
had reached Italy,” he recounts on his latest visit to the mountain,
choking with emotion.

Like the doctor, youth huddling in groups nearby do not
believe in these tall tales either. Many here say the annual pil-
grimages were actually established as a pretext for match-mak-
ing. “The legend was made up by a feminist before his time, in

revolt at the fate of young women in these mountains,” one
explains. “They were prisoners inside their fathers’ homes and
had little chance of marrying outside their tribe’s circle. With the
start of the legend, they could finally come to Azro Nethor where
they could be seen by men from other villages and increase their
chances of marrying,” he says. “Today, we also come hoping to
meet someone nice.” — AFP

Pilgrims cast prayers 

to the skies from Algeria

mountain peak

Pilgrims climb the Azro Nethor peak in the Djurdjura Mountain range, 1,884 meters above sea level, in Algeria’s eastern Kabylia region to reach “El-Jammaa Oufella” (‘the upstairs mosque’). — AFP photos

Pilgrims share a plate of couscous after visiting ‘El-
Jammaa Oufella’.

Pilgrims are seen in “El-Jammaa Oufella” (‘the upstairs mosque’), sitting
above the Azro Nethor peak.

Pilgrims light candles in ‘El-Jammaa Oufella’.

Pilgrims climb the Azro Nethor peak.

Pilgrims share a plate of couscous after visiting ‘El-
Jammaa Oufella’.

Pilgrims light candles in “El-Jammaa Oufella”. Pilgrims from inside the “El-Jammaa
Oufella”.

Pilgrims are seen in ‘El-Jammaa Oufella’.
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A long exposure image showing an aeroplane passing in the sky during the Perseids meteor shower over the remains of St Ilia Roman early Christian basilica dated back to the 5th-6th century AD near the town of Pirdop, early yes-
terday. The Perseid meteor shower occurs every year in August when the Earth passes through the debris and dust of the Swift-Tuttle comet. The Perseid meteor shower an annual display of natural fireworks should be particularly
spectacular this year, with extra-dark skies expected to create optimal stargazing conditions, astronomers said on August 7, 2015. — AFP

Ayear after being hailed as one of Greece’s greatest
archaeological finds and a possible resting place of
Alexander the Great, the largest tomb ever discov-

ered in the country lies almost forgotten in the blazing
summer sun. The buzz of cicadas and wasps gives no hint
that Amphipolis, some 60 kilometers (37 miles) from the
northern city of Serres, drew a media stampede in August
2014 after authorities declared it a “unique” find.

“No one works here any more. The project is frozen, like
everything else in Greece,” says a young guard, referring to
the country’s economic crisis that in addition to mass lay-
offs and revenue cuts has also hit spending on cultural proj-
ects. “We still don’t know if the country is going to run out
of money,” he adds, refusing to give his name. At the time of
its discovery, there was speculation that archaeologists had
found the tomb of Alexander the Great (356 BC to 323 BC)
— or perhaps someone close to him like his mother
Olympias or wife Roxana. 

But a room-by-room search of the massive box-like
tomb has failed to give conclusive answers to date. Though
the remains of an elderly woman were found  — raising
hopes it could be Alexander’s mother-the bones of two
men, a newborn baby and animals including a horse were
also discovered. Out of 550 bone fragments found, 157 had
been matched to specific bodies so far-including that of a
fifth person whose sex has not been identified.

Culture Minister Nikos Xydakis has publicly criticized the
previous conservative administration over its handling of
the excavation. “The way the excavation was carried out
and (its) promotion...had elements of a show,” Xydakis said
in a televised interview in March. On Tuesday, the ministry
said significant sums of money and time would be required
to make the monument accessible to visitors. “The work
required to protect, rehabilitate and highlight the monu-
ment is enormous,” it said. The ministry said 200,000 euros
($220,000) had been earmarked after the excavation work
was carried out, but the imposition of capital controls in

June linked to the economic crisis has delayed the release
of funds.  As the scientific world awaits further clarification,
a dispute has arisen over whether the tomb is actually
Macedonian or was built under the Romans.

No links to Alexander proven 
Leftist daily Avgi, the newspaper of the ruling Syriza par-

ty, on Sunday said a group of experts had dated the tomb
to the first or second century BC-up to 300 years after

Alexander’s death, and it dismissed efforts to link the mon-
ument to his family as a “fiasco”. The head archaeologist at
Amphipolis, Katerina Peristeri, fired off an angry letter to
the newspaper to defend her evaluation. “The tomb com-
plex was built in the final quarter of the fourth century BC
(325-300 BC)...and was used until Roman times,” Peristeri
said. “The Macedonians sealed it for protection in the sec-
ond century BC,” she said, adding that a full evaluation
would be made in the autumn.

The tomb, measuring 500 meters (1,640 feet) in circum-
ference and dug into a 30-metre hill-was found to contain
sculptures of sphinxes and caryatids, intricate mosaics and
coins featuring the face of Alexander the Great. Built on the
banks of the river Strymon, Amphipolis was an important
city of the ancient Macedonian kingdom under Alexander.
Alexander built an empire stretching from modern Greece
to India. He died in Babylon and was buried in the city of
Alexandria, which he founded. The precise location of his
tomb is one of the biggest mysteries of archaeology.

The Amphipolis tomb’s location was known in antiquity,
and it is believed to have been repeatedly looted following
the conquest of the ancient Macedonian kingdom by Rome
in the second century BC. No funerary offerings were found,
and the culture ministry has confirmed that even the single
grave found inside the tomb had been searched. Historians
had dismissed from the start the possibility that the tomb’s
occupant could be Alexander himself, who conquered the
Persian empire and much of the known world before his
death in Babylon at the age of 32 in 323 BC.—AFP

This undated picture taken by Nina Sellars and
released by the Curtin University yesterday
shows Australian artist and academic Stelarc
revealing the implanted ear on his arm.

An employee of the Archaeological Museum of Amphipolis, northern Greece, pointing at
an information panel during a visit. — AFP

Employees of the Archaeological Museum of Amphipolis, northern Greece, sitting while
they wait for visitors.

A year on, no answers to 

ancient Greek tomb mystery

A view of the site where archaeolo-
gists unearthed last year a funeral
mound dating from the time of
Alexander the Great, in Amphipolis,
Northern Greece.

Australian artist

to connect ‘ear’

on arm to web

An Australian artist and academic plans to
connect an ear which he has been growing
for years on his arm to the Internet so people

can hear and track his movements. The project by a
professor from Curtin University in Western
Australia, known as Stelarc, is his latest in a series of
artworks exploring the boundaries of blending
robotics, prosthetics and the human body.
“Increasingly now, people are becoming Internet
portals of experience... imagine if I could hear with
the ears of someone in New York, imagine if I at the
same time, could see with the eyes of someone in
London,” he told the Australian Broadcasting
Corporation.

A miniature microphone with wireless Internet
connection will be inserted into the “ear”, while
people will be able to track it through a GPS device
placed on the body part. “There won’t be an on-off
switch,” he said of the microphone. “If I’m not in a
wi-fi hotspot or I switch off my home modem, then
perhaps I’ll be offline, but the idea actually is to try
to keep the ear online all the time.” Stelarc, the
director of Alternate Anatomies Lab at Curtin, has
previously created an exoskeleton, inserted a sculp-
ture into his stomach and used a third, robotic, arm
for writing.—AFP


	p01
	p02
	p03
	p04
	p05
	p06
	p07
	p08
	p09
	p10
	p11
	p12
	p13
	p14
	p15
	p16
	p17
	p18
	p19
	p20
	p21
	p22
	p23
	p24
	p25
	P26
	p27
	p28
	p29
	p30
	p31
	p32
	p33
	p34
	p35
	p36
	p37
	p38
	p39
	p40

