
BOSTON: The furor on Capitol Hill over Planned
Parenthood has stoked a debate about the use of tissue
from aborted fetuses in medical research, but US scien-
tists have been using such cells for decades to develop
vaccines and seek treatments for a host of ailments,
from vision loss and neurological disorders to cancer
and AIDS. Anti-abortion activists set off the uproar by
releasing undercover videos of Planned Parenthood
officials that raised questions of whether the organiza-
tion was profiting from the sale of fetal tissue. Planned
Parenthood has denied making any profit and said it
charges fees solely to cover its costs.

University laboratories that buy such cells strongly
defend their research, saying tissue that would other-
wise be thrown out has played a vital role in lifesaving
medical advances and holds great potential for further
breakthroughs. Fetal cells are considered ideal because
they divide rapidly, adapt to new environments easily
and are less susceptible to rejection than adult cells
when transplanted.

“If researchers are unable to work with fetal tissue,
there is a huge list of diseases for which researchers
would move much more slowly, rather than quickly, to
find their cause and how they can be cured,” Stanford

University spokeswoman Lisa Lapin said in an email.
From 2011 through 2014 alone, 97 research institu-

tions - mostly universities and hospitals - received a
total of $280 million in federal grants for fetal tissue
research from the National Institutes of Health. A few
institutions have consistently gotten large shares of that
money, including Yale, the University of California and
Massachusetts General Hospital, which is affiliated with
Harvard.

Fear for safety 
The US government prohibits the sale of fetal tissue

for profit and requires separation between researchers
and the women who donate fetuses. Some schools go
further, requiring written consent from donors. Many
major universities declined to make scientists available
for interviews about their fetal tissue work, saying they
fear for the researchers’ safety because the issue is so
highly charged. The Planned Parenthood uproar led to a
failed attempt by Republicans to strip the organization
of federal funding. Researchers use fetal tissue to under-
stand cell biology and human development. Others use
it to look for treatments for AIDS. Research on spinal
cord injuries and eyesight-robbing macular degenera-
tion involves transplanting fetal cells into patients.
European researchers recently began putting fetal tis-
sue into patients’ brains to try to treat Parkinson’s, a
strategy that previously had mixed results.

Some scientists are looking for alternatives to fetal
tissue, such as using adult cells that have been “repro-
grammed” to their earlier forms. But those techniques
are still being refined, and some fields are likely to
remain reliant on fetal tissue, such as the study of fetal
development. Vaccines have been one of the chief pub-
lic benefits of fetal tissue research. Vaccines for hepatitis
A, German measles, chickenpox and rabies, for example,
were developed using cell lines grown from tissue from
two elective abortions, one in England and one in
Sweden, that were performed in the 1960s.— AP
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NEW YORK: Two more people in the New York
City borough of the Bronx have died of
Legionnaires’ disease, bringing the death toll to
12 in the largest outbreak of the disease in New
York City history, officials said Monday. There are
now 113 reported cases of Legionnaires’ in the
Bronx, and cooling towers in 18 buildings have
tested positive for the legionella bacteria, offi-
cials said. While cleaning crews crisscrossed the
Bronx, the continued tension between state and
city governments threatens to undermine offi-
cials’ expressions of confidence that the out-
break is tapering off.

The outbreak has become the city’s most
significant public health crisis since last fall’s

Ebola scare. For more than a month now, cases
of Legionnaires’ - a form of pneumonia especial-
ly dangerous for the elderly and for people with
underlying health issues - have been reported
throughout a section of the South Bronx, the
city’s poorest neighborhood. “We are dealing
with a new set of realities we have never experi-
enced that we have never encountered before
in this city,” said de Blasio, who added that the
nation’s largest city has had to create “a play-
book” on the fly as to how to handle the crisis.
Officials said that all but one of the 12 fatalities
was more than 40 years old and all of them had
underlying health problems. Because the dis-
ease has a 10-day incubation period there can

be a lag in reporting cases, but de Blasio said
Monday that city health officials believe there
hasn’t been a new diagnosis since Aug 3.

New mechanical precautions 
He and City Council Speaker Melissa Mark-

Viverito introduced legislation that mandates
inspections of cooling towers, which are rooftop
mechanical structures used to cool large build-
ings.  They eject a warm mist that can carry the
bacteria. As de Blasio spoke at the afternoon
news conference, New Yorkers saw a split-screen
image on their TVs that likely did not inspire
much faith in the level of coordination between
the city and state governments.

While de Blasio spoke at City Hall, Gov.
Andrew Cuomo was holding his own news con-
ference at his New York City office on the very
same subject yet delivering different informa-
tion about the number of buildings where
legionella bacteria had been discovered. Staffers
with both men did not say why the officials held
separate events. The city and state health com-
missioners put out a joint statement later
Monday saying that three additional sites tested
positive over the weekend for the bacteria,
bringing the total to 18.

The earlier mix-up - and resulting questions
from reporters to the mayor about the inconsis-
tency, which clearly irritated de Blasio - was the

latest chapter in the ongoing feud between the
mayor and governor, who are both Democrats
and claim to be friends.  Cuomo drew de
Blasio’s ire last week when, in a seeming criti-
cism of the city’s response to the outbreak, said
that “we’re taking matters into our own hands”
and ordered state inspection teams into the
Bronx. He reiterated that Monday. “We have
been aggressive,” Cuomo said about the state’s
response. “The aggressiveness was called for.”
The state is focusing on buildings outside the
immediate impact zone, while the city’s teams
are working within it. Bassett issued a commis-
sioner’s order to clean all cooling towers in the
city within the next 10 days. — AP 

CHICAGO: Barely 2 years old, Talia Pisano is getting
tough treatment for kidney cancer that spread to her
brain. She’s also getting a chance at having babies of her
own someday. To battle infertility sometimes caused by
cancer treatment, some children’s hospitals are trying a
futuristic approach: removing and freezing immature
ovary and testes tissue, with hopes of being able to put
it back when patients reach adulthood and want to start
families. No one knows yet if it will work. 

It has in adults - more than 30 babies have been
born to women who had ovarian tissue removed in
adulthood, frozen, and put back after treatment for can-
cer or other serious conditions. In lab animals, it’s
worked with frozen and thawed testes tissue.

But the procedures are still experimental in children
who haven’t reached puberty, and too new to have
been attempted. There are challenges to making imma-
ture eggs and sperm from removed tissue suitable for
conception. Still, fertility researchers hope to refine the
science while the first generation of children whose tis-
sue has been put on ice grows up.

Families like Talia’s are clinging to that optimism. The
dark-eyed toddler who loves princesses and play dough
had an ovary removed and frozen in April. She was
treated for kidney cancer last year but when it spread,
doctors started harsher treatment including brain radia-

tion. “It seemed very new and pretty amazing that we
can do something like this and help her in a bigger way,”
said her mom, Maria Pisano, of Griffith, Indiana. “It defi-
nitely brought some peace” and raised hope for Talia’s
future, Pisano said.

Delicate balance 
Doctors face a delicate balance in broaching the

idea of yet another medical procedure when families
have been hit with a horrible diagnosis and difficult
treatment plan. The tissue-removing surgeries are typi-
cally done while a child is being sedated for another rea-
son. “We try to be thoughtful about the fact that their
main focus and ours is on the survival of the child,” said
Dr Erin Rowell, a surgeon at Chicago’s Lurie Children’s
Hospital, where Talia is being treated.

Yet, Rowell added, many families are open to hear-
ing about saving their child’s fertility. “That often is the
one piece of information that gives them a glimmer of
hope - that we believe that their children will live long
enough to grow into adulthood and have their own
family,” she said. A baby boy in Belgium makes scientists
think they’re on the right track. He was born to a
woman who at age 13 had ovarian tissue removed
before undergoing harsh treatment for sickle cell ane-
mia. Doctors believe she had signs of puberty when the

tissue was frozen, according to a recent medical journal
report. Ten years later the tissue was thawed, and por-
tions were grafted onto her remaining ovary. She gave
birth last November after a normal pregnancy.

She is the youngest person to date to have had suc-
cess. Although her eggs were likely more mature than
those of pre-puberty girls, the results are “super excit-
ing,” said Dr. Jill Ginsberg of Children’s Hospital of
Philadelphia, a pioneer in the field.

The irony of cancer treatment is that it can save lives
while destroying the chance to create a new life.
Chemotherapy works by killing rapidly dividing cells.
These include malignant cells but also hair follicles,
digestive tract cells, and sperm and eggs. Radiation can
also damage these cells.

Future use 
Dr John Lantos, bioethics chief at Children’s Mercy

Hospital in Kansas City, Missouri, says offering children
the experimental fertility-preserving procedures poses
no ethical problems “as long as there’s informed consent
and a desire to do it.” Federal guidelines say there should
be minimal risk to children involved in research, and
risks need to be weighed against potential benefits, he
said. “Kids themselves when they grow up would likely
appreciate having that (fertility) option,” he said.— AP 

Kids with cancer get new
chance at saving fertility

Futuristic approach holds onto hope

MIAMI: People who eat lots of fried food and
sugary drinks have a 56 percent higher risk of
heart disease compared to those who eat healthi-
er, US researchers said Monday. The findings in
Circulation, a journal of the American Heart
Association, were based on a six-year study of
more than 17,000 people in the United States.

Researchers found that people who regularly
ate what was described as a Southern style diet-
fried foods, eggs, processed meats like bacon and
ham, and sugary drinks-faced the highest risk of a
heart attack or heart-related death during the
next six years.

“Regardless of your gender, race, or where you
live, if you frequently eat a Southern-style diet
you should be aware of your risk of heart disease
and try to make some gradual changes to your
diet,” said lead researcher James Shikany, a nutri-
tional epidemiologist at the University of
Alabama at Birmingham’s Division of Preventive
Medicine.  “Try cutting down the number of times
you eat fried foods or processed meats from
every day to three days a week as a start and try

substituting baked or grilled chicken or veg-
etable-based foods.”

The study included both white and African-
American men and women aged 45 or older, who
did not have heart disease when they began the
study. Participants enrolled from 2003 to 2007.
They were first screened by telephone, then giv-
en an in-home physical exam, then they
answered a food frequency questionnaire.

“Every six months, the participants were inter-
viewed via telephone about their general health
status and hospitalizations for nearly six years,”
said the study. Participants fell into five different
eating groups, including the Southern style
eaters; those who favored convenience foods like
pasta, Mexican food, Chinese food, mixed dishes
and pizza; the “plant-based” pattern which was
mostly vegetables and fruits; the “sweets” pattern;
and the “alcohol/salads” group which tended
toward by beer, wine, liquor, green leafy vegeta-
bles, tomatoes and salad dressings. The
Southern-style eaters were the only ones faced
with a higher risk of heart disease. — AFP 

More evidence that fried food 
raises chances of heart attack 

NYC Legionnaires’ outbreak has claimed 12 lives

AUSTIN: Erica Canaut cheers as she and other anti-abortion activists rally on the
steps of the Texas Capital to condemn the use in medical research of tissue samples
obtained from aborted fetuses. — AP

WHEATON: Talia Pisano, (second from right) in blue dress, celebrates her second birthday with family and friends. — AP  

ALBUQUERQUE: Farmers, towns and tribes
slammed water-intake gates shut as a sludge-
laden plume from a Colorado mine spill rolled
down principal rivers in the desert Southwest
on Monday, prompting local officials and fami-
lies to demand answers about possible long-
term threats from heavy metals borne along by
the spill. 

Colorado and New Mexico declared stretch-
es of the Animas and San Juan rivers to be dis-
aster areas as the orange-colored waste stream
estimated to be 100 miles long churned down-
stream toward Lake Powell in Utah after the
spill Wednesday at the abandoned Gold King
mine. The Navajo Nation, which covers parts of
New Mexico, Utah and Arizona, also declared an
emergency as it shut down water intake sys-
tems and stopped diverting water from the San
Juan River.

Members of the tribal council were frustrat-
ed during a special meeting Monday and
echoed the sentiment of New Mexico officials
that the federal government needs to be held
accountable. New Mexico Gov. Susana
Martinez, who toured the region over the week-
end, said she was heartbroken and called the
spill a catastrophe. “It’s absolutely devastating,”
she said. The 3 million gallons of mine waste
included high concentrations of arsenic, lead
and other heavy metals. Workers with the US

Environmental Protection Agency accidentally
unleashed the spill as federal and contract work-
ers inspected the abandoned mine site near
Silverton, Colorado.

‘Yellow boy’ 
The EPA has said the contaminants were

rolling too fast to be an immediate health threat.
Experts and federal environmental officials say
they expect the river system to dilute the heavy
metals before they pose a longer-term threat.
The EPA said stretches of the rivers would be
closed for drinking water, recreation and other
uses at least through Aug. 17. Dissolved iron in
the waste turned the long plume an alarming
orange-yellow - a look familiar to old-time min-
ers who call it “yellow boy” - so “the water
appears worse aesthetically than it actually is, in
terms of health,” said Ron Cohen, a civil and envi-
ronmental engineering professor at the
Colorado School of Mines. Tests show some of
the metals have settled to the bottom and would
dissolve only if conditions became acidic, which
isn’t likely, Cohen said.

The best course for the EPA would be to leave
the metals where they settle, he said, noting that
next spring’s mountain snowmelt would help
dilute the contaminants further and flush them
downstream. No die-off of wildlife along the riv-
er has yet been detected. Federal officials say all
but one of a test batch of fingerling trout deliber-
ately exposed to the water survived over the
weekend. 

As a precaution, state and federal officials
along the river system have ordered public water
systems to turn off intake valves as the plume
passes. Boaters and fishing groups have been
told to avoid affected stretches of the Animas
and San Juan rivers, which are crowded with
rafters and anglers in a normal summer.
Congress members, state officials and residents
contend the EPA is not providing quick answers
about long-term impacts from the spill. 

“There are more people who want to know,
‘OK, what’s going to happen now? Are you going
to fix this?’” said Michele Truby-Tillen, a spokes-
woman for the San Juan County Office of
Emergency  Management in New Mexico. ‘“How
are we going to protect our families? How long
am I not going to be able to shower at my
house?”

Navajo Council members and New Mexico
Environment Secretary Ryan Flynn said the
EPA needs to compensate those who have
been affected. The state also has demanded
that the federal government develop a plan
for helping farmers who have been left with-
out irrigation water.

Incoming trouble 
In Cedar Hill, New Mexico, a family farm that

serves as many as 3,000 customers in the Four
Corners region has been forced to stop irrigating

dozens of acres of crops. D’rese Sutherland of
Sutherland Farmers said she received advanced
warning from farmer friends in Colorado last
week about the approaching plume.

“By the weekend, without any rain, we’ll be
in trouble,” she said. “There’s nothing we can
do but wait and see what happens.” Members
of New Mexico’s congressional delegation sent
a letter to EPA Administrator Gina McCarthy,
expressing concern over the failure of the
agency to notify New Mexico sooner about the
problem. They also asked that the federal
agency develop a plan for dealing with the
lack of water for communities in San Juan
County and the Navajo Nation. The EPA
released a statement saying it was sharing
information as quickly as possible with the
public as its experts evaluate any effects of the
spill. It also provided information about its
claims process. Recreational businesses along
the rivers said they were losing thousands of
dollars. “We had lots of trips booked. Right
now we’re just canceling by the day,” said Drew
Beezley, co-owner of 4 Corners Whitewater in
Durango, Colorado.

He said his company has had to cancel 20
rafting trips so far, and his dozen employees are
out of work until the river is deemed safe to
enter again. “We don’t really know what the
future holds yet,” said Beezley, who estimates
that he’s lost about $10,000 worth of business
since the spill last week. “We don’t know if the
rest of this season is just scrapped.”— AP 

Residents demand answers 
as mine leak pollutes rivers

COLORADO: Kim Cofman and her daughters Acacia, 12, (left) and Cayenne,
14, try to stir up sludge from the Gold King Mine that covers the bottom the
Animas River. — AP 


