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Jeff Gordon in action in this file photo.

CHARLOTTE: Perhaps Jeff Gordon should
have known what was to come this season,
his  f inal  as  a  NASCAR driver,  when he
crashed on the last lap of the Daytona 500.
Then he crashed the next week at Atlanta
and this farewell tour of sorts had officially
stalled out of the gate.

It’s hardly been the season anyone hoped
for the four-time champion and ambassador
for the sport. He was supposed to go out on
top, racing for wins and that elusive fifth
title. That’s what he appeared capable of last
season, when he put together one of his
strongest seasons in at least a decade.

Gordon came oh-so-close to racing for
the championship in a year that reminded
many of his early days. But he was denied a
spot in the finale, and had he made it and
won the title, he might have driven directly

into retirement. Instead, he waited until
January to announce 2015 will be his 23rd
and final year as a driver. He said he didn’t
want a season full of celebrations, and he’s
not getting any on the race track.

He closed out his  road racing career
Sunday at Watkins Glen in New York with a
41st-place finish, his worst showing at a
track where he once won three consecutive
times.

His problem Sunday was a faulty brake
line in his No. 24 Chevrolet, and his day was
ruined early.”Well, it’s disappointing, but I
mean right now I  just feel l ike we can’t
afford to have these kinds of finishes,” he
said.

And he’s right. Gordon, who was 42nd
two weeks ago at Indianapolis, has just one
top-five finish since May. He’s winless this

year and is 12th in the Sprint Cup standings
with only four races remaining to set the 16-
driver championship field.

“I have no idea where we are right now in
points, or how all that worked out, but just
when you think you get something that is
going to go your way, something like this
happens,” he said. “We just keep fighting and
digging and try to get the finishes that we
need to get ourselves solidly in (the Chase.)”

Sandwiched between Indianapolis and
Watkins Glen was a third-place finish at
Pocono, where he led two laps. Only prob-
lem: Gordon has led just five laps in the last
three months.

It’s such a steep drop-off from last sea-
son, when he won four races, led over 1,000
laps and knocked down top-10 finishes in all
but 13 races.

He knows he’s not running at the same
pace he was last year, and he knows time is
quickly running out. Gordon remains sup-
portive of his Hendrick Motorsports team
and their effort - he lauded where they are
performance-wise, and in fairness, he does
have four top-10s in the last six races - but
they can’t have any slips the next month.

“Right now it is the unknown,” he said. “It
is the concerns of freak things happening
like what happened to us at Indy, what hap-
pened to us here.  Those are things out of
your control.

“We are all about the things you can con-
trol, and from that standpoint we are just
trying to improve the performance of the
car slightly.  We are not far off though.”

O f  the 16 s lots  in  the Chase,  11 are
presently claimed by race winners, including

Kyle Busch, who moved into Chase eligibility
on Sunday. With a month to go, there are
five open slots for winless drivers, but noth-
ing is guaranteed. A new winner would earn
a berth, a bad finish for a contender can
jumble the standings for those drivers jock-
eying for a final spot.

He doesn’t want to end his storied career
on the outside looking in come the playoffs,
and it wouldn’t be the proper way for such a
strong champion to go out. Gordon heads
this week to Michigan, where he was 21st in
June, with the same goal he’s got every
week.

“There are no guarantees unless you get
that win. That win means so much,” he said.
“I feel like we are doing what we need to do
from the point standings point of view. Our
goal is to win.”—AP

Gordon’s farewell tour hits snag at Watkins Glen

BEIJING: In this March 28, 2015 file photo, of a girl as she flies a kite on Olympic Green near Beijing National Stadium, also known as the Birds
Nest. The IAAF said Tuesday Aug. 11, 2015 that 28 athletes tested positive after their doping samples from the 2005 and 2007 world champi-
onships were reanalyzed. —AP

PARIS: The IAAF has provisionally suspended 28
athletes for suspected doping offences at the 2005
and 2007 world championships in Helsinki and
Osaka, world athletics’ governing body announced
yesterday. Most of the athletes concerned have
since retired, and none are competing at this
month’s world championships in Beijing, the IAAF
stated.

A total of 32 rogue results from the two champi-
onships were uncovered after  reexamination of
urine samples stored at a World Anti-Doping
Agency accredited-laboratory (LAD) in Lausanne.

“The latest scientific breakthroughs in anti-dop-
ing technology and analysis have been employed
in the reanalysis of these samples to allow us to
find previously undetectable substances,”
explained LAD director Martial Saugy. The IAAF
said re-testing of the 2005 and 2007 samples had
nothing to do with the recent accusations of mass
doping in athletics.

“The re-analysis of these samples has been
ongoing for some time, and was commenced well
before the most recent allegations made against
the IAAF by (German broadcaster) the ARD and The
Sunday Times,” the IAAF stated.

The athletes suspected of being caught out by
advances in doping technology cannot be named
for legal reasons. “A large majority of the 28 are
retired, some are athletes who have already been
sanctioned, and only very few remain active in
sport,” the IAAF revealed.

“The IAAF is provisionally suspending them and
can confirm that none of the athletes concerned
will be competing in Beijing.”

Athletics’ rulers said the long-term storage and
re-analysis of samples remained “one of the best

tools available” to detect cheats using previously
undetectable substances.

“The IAAF does not shy away from the fact that
some athletes continue to cheat and defraud their
fellow competitors. “But we will do everything in
our power, and use every tool available to protect
those clean athletes who form the large majority of
our sport.”

A first round of reanalysis of samples taken from
Helsinki conducted in 2012 had uncovered six
adverse findings. The IAAF said that nine athletes
have already been sanctioned following retesting
of samples from various world championships.

The body has vehemently denied any negli-
gence in its testing procedure in the wake of the
claims by ARD and The Sunday Times of hundreds
of allegedly suspicious blood tests based on the
leak of an IAAF database. WADA last week
announced an “urgent” investigation into the
claims which IAAF presidential candidate Sebastian
Coe called “a declaration of war” on athletics.

The 2015 world championships begin on
August 22 where Justin Gatlin, who exploded on to
the track scene winning the 100m and 200m at
Helsinki, clashes with Jamaican sprint king Usain
Bolt. —AFP

IAAF suspends 28 athletes 
from 2005, 2007 champs

LEBANON: FIA Vice-President Nasser Al-
Attiyah is fully supporting the 38th
Lebanon International Rally, which will be
held from Sept 4 to 6, 2015. He mentioned
the volume of preparations made in order
to have a successful international event
and praised the prominent role played by
ATCL. 

Attiyah said the Lebanon rally has had
good historical feedback, and “we are fully
confident that ATCL management will soon
register a new success for Lebanese sport
in particular and Arab sport in general.
They have enough experience to host a
successful motorsport event, to add to the
chain of Lebanese and Arab motorsport
achievements”.

“What is special this time is the availabil-
ity of a large number of Lebanese person-

nel who are steering this event in a profes-
sional way. However, most of them are vol-
unteers, which makes us optimistic, self
confident and grateful to them.
Organization has been done as per interna-
tional specifications set out by FIA regula-
tory laws and articles. 

Moreover, a large number of superstar
Arab and international participants will be
there. This is one of the main special char-
acteristics of the Lebanon International
Rally 2015, and all these indicators and oth-
ers will contribute to the success of the rally
and many other sport events organized by
ATCL as well,” Attiyah said.

Attiyah also commented on the new
concept that some clubs and federations
within the Middle East and North Africa
have adopted. “The sport culture that we
seek is not limited to rivals (individuals or
teams), but extends to cover the people
working behind the cameras, those who
are doing their best to have a successful
event. 

We all realize that the required progress
comes through the recognition of the
importance of having a solid base for this
culture, which will not be achieved unless
we have good teamwork, coordination and
direct communication among all. From our
side, I assure you that we will be perma-
nently supportive to this approach,” Attiyah
concluded. 

Attiyah hails preparations for 
Lebanon International Rally

ZURICH: Francois Carrard, who helped over-
see the cleanup of the IOC after the Salt Lake
City bidding scandal, was selected yesterday to
chair the group leading the reforms of foot-
ball’s corruption-hit governing body. Carrard,
former director general of the International
Olympic Committee, will lead a team of 12 offi-
cials picked by the six soccer continental con-
federations, including new FIFA executive
committee member and IOC powerbroker
Sheik Ahmad al-Fahad al-Sabah of Kuwait.

World Cup sponsors will also nominate two
members to the panel, which was formed after
14 people were indicted in an American inves-
tigation into soccer corruption.

“It is vital for the future of global football to
restore the integrity and reputation of its gov-
erning body,” Carrard said. The Swiss lawyer
served as the IOC’s director general 14 years
until 2003, a period which included the scan-
dal that led to the expulsion or resignation of
10 members connected to Salt Lake City’s win-
ning bid for the 2002 Winter Games.

The scandal prompted the IOC to enact a
series of reforms, including creation of an
ethics commission, introduction of new term
and age limits and a ban on member visits to
bid cities. Reform proposals affecting the FIFA

president and executive committee include
term limits, publishing their salary and stricter
vetting of candidates.

Carrard, who will appoint an advisory board
featuring figures from outside football, will
present his proposed reforms to the FIFA
Congress on Feb. 26 when Sepp Blatter’s suc-
cessor will be elected. Blatter announced plans
in June to quit, only four days after being re-
elected for a fifth, four-year term.

Blatter said Carrard can “help FIFA to
strengthen its governance structures in a cred-
ible and meaningful way.” UEFA President
Michel Platini, the front-runner to succeed
Blatter and inherit the reforms, said creating
the panel was an important step.

“All of the confederations have picked their
representatives based on their knowledge of
football and governance matters, and we will
now all work together for the greater good of
the game,” Platini said in a statement. The pan-
el also includes former IOC vice president
Kevan Gosper, who was appointed by the
Asian Football Confederation. The Australian
was investigated and cleared of wrongdoing
by the IOC ethics commission in 2000 over his
links to the Salt Lake City bid, including a fami-
ly ski trip to Utah.—AP

FIFA picks Olympic veteran 
to lead reform task force

NEW YORK: Runner Nick Symmonds’ refusal to
sign a “statement of conditions” required to be
on the US team for this month’s world champi-
onships reignited the debate over where team
sponsor obligations start and end.

Symmonds, silver medallist in the 800
metres at the 2013 world championships, on
Monday was left off the United States team for
the Aug. 22-30 world athletics championships
in Beijing.

To be included, athletes must agree to wear
official team apparel to all team functions. Nike
is the official apparel supplier to USA Track &
Field (USATF), while Symmonds is sponsored by
rival company Brooks. Athletes can wear their
preferred shoe brand.

Symmonds, who won the 800m at the US tri-
als in June, said on Twitter late Sunday that he

would present proof that USATF was “stealing
millions of dollars from the athletes” and “get-
ting rich” off their hard work.

On Monday, he cited what he said was an
analysis by an economist that showed that
eight percent of expected USATF gross revenue
in 2015 would be distributed to athletes.

USATF issued a statement on Monday that
said, in part, that the federation’s conditions
“and its requirements are common in profes-
sional, Olympic and national team sports, both
domestically and internationally.” It added that
it “annually invests more than 50 percent of our
total revenue directly in athlete support, and
that amount is growing.” But Symmonds offered
a strident response: “I am offended by @USATF
statement. Not my decision to not represent
#TeamUSA at #Beijing2015. —Reuters

Symmonds’ stance raises thorny issue


