
CAPE TOWN: South Africans must be patient with the pace of transformation in the
country’s national rugby side and will not be asking for more black players at the World
Cup, sports minister Fikile Mbalula said. The debate over racial quotas and transformation
in the Springbok team flared up again in the wake of Saturday’s shock 37-25 home defeat
to Argentina, with the country’s biggest trade union wading into the argument.

Two black players, Zimbabwe-born prop Tendai Mtwarira and experienced wing Bryan
Habana, were included in coach Heyneke Meyer’s starting XV against The
Pumas. Flank Siya Kolisi, wing Lwazi Mvovo and prop Trevor Nyakane came
off the bench. Mbulula, a prolific user of Twitter, took to the social media
platform to back the current set-up and suggest those frustrated cannot
expect change “overnight”. “Full transformation in rugby is not going to
emerge overnight because we are going to the World Cup,” Mbalula said.
“I have (previously) addressed the transformation issues and I have
gone a long way in doing so. We need a winning team that is black
and white going to the World Cup.” Issues around the racial make-
up of the South African side have risen prior to every World Cup
they have competed in- starting with their victory on home soil
in 1995 when wing Chester Williams was the only non-white
member of the squad. The influential Congress of South African
Trade Unions (Cosatu) has called on South Africa to pick a more
“mixed” team for Saturday’s test in Argentina. —Reuters
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LONDON: Glasgow scrum-half Henry Pyrgos was yester-
day named captain of a 25-man Scotland squad for
Saturday’s World Cup warm-up match against Ireland in
Dublin.

He is joined in the squad by four uncapped players:
New Zealand-born flanker Hugh Blake, Glasgow prop
Mike Cusack, South Africa-born Edinburgh prop Allan
Dell and Edinburgh hooker Stuart McInally. Head coach
Vern Cotter will name his starting XV for the clash at the
Aviva Stadium tomorrow. “It’s amazing,” said Pyrgos, 26,
on being handed the captaincy. “I didn’t expect to be in
this situation, but finding out about this is the proudest
day of my life.

“I know my family are thrilled too, but I want to now
justify it by going out and putting on a good perform-
ance.” The squad is missing several key players, such as
regular captain Greig Laidlaw and second-row brothers
Richie and Jonny Gray.

With Laidlaw and his understudy Sam Hidalgo-Clyne
not selected, Pyrgos is determined to seize his chance to
prove that he deserves a place in Cotter’s final squad for
the World Cup.—AFP

Pyrgos to captain Scots

KINGSTON: Six-times Olympic gold medallist Usain Bolt headlines Jamaica’s
squad for the world athletics championships in Beijing later this month.

The world record holder over 100 and 200 metres is joined in the 53-member
squad by Asafa Powell and Warren Weir, both world championships sprint relay

gold medallists.
Bolt answered questions over his fitness with a 100m sea-

son’s best of 9.87 seconds at the London Anniversary Games
last month while Powell ran his fastest 100 in four years to win
the sprint at the Paris Diamond League meeting in 9.81 sec-

onds.
Rasheed Dwyer, who set a career best of 19.80 sec-

onds over 200m at the Pan American Games, also
makes the squad. Shelly-Ann Fraser-Pryce, the

reigning sprint double champion from
Moscow two years ago, tops the list of

female athletes and is joined by former
world 100 and 200m champion Veronica

Campbell-Brown. The team will  be
accompanied by 19 officials including
technical leader Maurice Wilson and
head coach Michael Clarke.—Reuters

Bolt leads Jamaica squad No quick fix for Boks

NEW YORK: Daniel Murphy drove in two runs
with a tiebreaking single in the seventh inning
as the Mets came back for a 4-2 victory over
Colorado on Monday night.

The Mets wasted three-run leads in two
straight losses to Tampa Bay last weekend,
then went ahead against Colorado on Travis
d’Arnaud’s first homer since June 20. It was the
only hit for the NL East leaders off Jon Gray,
the hard-throwing right-hander making his
second major league start.

Carlos Gonzalez hit a two-run shot in the
fourth off Jonathon Niese (7-9).  I t  was
Gonzalez’s 13th homer since the All-Star
break.

The Mets loaded the bases against Justin
Miller (1-1) in the seventh after Gray, the No. 3
overall draft pick in 2013, was pulled after 75
pitches. Miller gave up a single to d’Arnaud,
walked Michael Conforto and Ruben Tejada.
Boone Logan entered and hit Curtis
Granderson with a full-count pitch to tie it.

Murphy then grounded a single past diving
shortstop Jose Reyes for a 4-2 lead.

ROYALS 4, TIGERS 0
Johnny Cueto threw a four-hitter in his

home debut with the Royals. Cueto (1-1) did
not allow a runner past second base, struck
out eight and walked none. It was his sixth
career shutout and second this season. Cueto
was acquired from Cincinnati on July 26 for
three pitching prospects.

Tigers lefty Matt Boyd, who was acquired
from Toronto on July 30 in the David Price
trade, gave up three runs in the first inning.

Boyd (1-3), who beat Cueto and the Royals
2-1 last Wednesday when he allowed seven
hits and one run over seven innings in his
Tigers debut, gave up singles to Alcides
Escobar and Ben Zobrist on his first two pitch-
es. Lorenzo Cain doubled to center, scoring
both. Kendrys Morales’ one-out single pro-
duced the third run of the inning. 

WHITE SOX 8, ANGELS 2
Chris Sale allowed two runs and five hits in

7 1-3 innings, and Avisail Garcia homered
twice to drive in four runs for the White Sox.

Tyler Flowers added a solo shot to back
Sale (10-7), who didn’t allow more than one
baserunner in an inning until  Johnny
Giavotella drove in two runs with a double in
the seventh.

Angels starter Matt Shoemaker (5-8) had
thrown 19 consecutive scoreless innings
before Melky Cabrera’s sacrifice fly put
Chicago ahead 1-0 in the first.

Shoemaker hadn’t allowed a run in his last
three starts, but was tagged for seven and
nine hits in 5 2-3 innings as Los Angeles
dropped its seventh straight on the road.

Garcia had his third career multihomer
game to reach 11 for the season, and his
three-run drive was the big blow as the White
Sox sent nine hitters to the plate and pulled
away with a four-run sixth.

DIAMONDBACKS 13, PHILLIES 3
Welington Castillo equaled a career high

with four RBIs, and Yasmany Tomas and A.J.
Pollock homered to lead Arizona. Arizona
scored three runs in the fifth to break a 2-2 tie,
highlighted by Castillo’s solo shot with two
outs. Castillo has eight home runs and 14 RBIs
in his last 12 games.

Castillo went deep to center in the fifth for
his 15th home run and a 5-2 lead. The
Diamondbacks put up six runs in the sixth
with Castillo driving in three with a triple and
scoring on a single by Tomas.

Peralta finished 3 for 5 with two RBIs and
Pollock had three hits. Phillies starter Aaron
Harang (5-13) left after 5 1-3 innings having
allowed eight runs and 12 hits. Arizona starter
Rubby De La Rosa (10-5) lasted six innings and
allowed three runs and eight hits.

NATIONALS 8, DODGERS 3
Gio Gonzalez scattered seven hits over

eight scoreless innings and Ian Desmond hit
two homers as Washington kicked off a 10-
game trip. Gonzalez (9-4) struck out six,
walked one and stranded eight runners. The
left-hander is 5-0 with a 1.48 ERA in eight
starts since losing 6-1 at Tampa Bay on June
15. Brett Anderson (6-7) was charged with sev-
en runs and 10 hits through five-plus innings.
Carl Crawford hit a three-run shot in the ninth
off Doug Fister, the first pinch-hit homer of his
career.

The Dodgers’ four-game losing streak is
their first since Sept. 2-13. They were the only
team this season that hadn’t lost more than
three straight.

ORIOLES 3, MARINERS 2
Chris Davis hit a go-ahead single and his

30th home run for Baltimore. Adam Jones
launched his 18th homer in the first inning off
Seattle starter Vidal Nuno (0-1) and scored on
Davis’ base hit in the fourth. Davis then hit a
line drive out to center off reliever Mayckol
Guaipe in the sixth. Davis reached 30 homers
for the third time in four years. He led the
majors with 53 in 2013. Seattle slugger Nelson
Cruz extended his hitting streak to a career-
high 20 games with an opposite-field single
leading off the fourth. His streak of nine
straight games with an extra-base hit came to
an end. Chen Wei-yin (6-6) won for the second
time since July 1, pitching into the eighth
inning. Chen allowed only Franklin Gutierrez’s
home run leading off the second. The lefty
gave up three hits. He struck out five and
retired 13 of his final 14 batters. Zach Britton
got five outs for his 24th straight save.

PADRES 2, REDS 1
Justin Upton hit a two-run homer as San

Diego snapped a six-game losing streak. Ian
Kennedy pitched five innings for the win,
backed up by four relievers who did not per-
mit a run to the Reds, who have lost five of six.
Kennedy (7-10) was charged with two hits and
a season-high six walks. He struck out four
while improving to 5-1 against the Reds.

Craig Kimbrel pitched the ninth for his
32nd save in 34 chances. It was his first save
since Aug. 1. David Holmberg (1-1) worked 6
2-3 innings for the Reds. He allowed two runs,
five hits and three walks with five strikeouts.
Jay Bruce homered for the Reds.—AP

MLB results/standings

NY Mets 4, Colorado 2; Chicago White Sox 8, La Angels 2; Kansas City 4, Detroit 0; Arizona 13, Philadelphia 3;
Baltimore 3, Seattle 2; Washington 8, LA Dodgers 3; San Diego 2, Cincinnati 1.

American League

Eastern Division

W L PCT GB      

NY Yankees 61 49 .555 -       
Toronto 61 52 .540 1.5   
Baltimore 57 54 .514 4.5   
Tampa Bay 56 56 .500 6       
Boston 50 62 .446 12      

Central Division

Kansas City 67 44 .604 -       
Minnesota 55 56 .495 12      
Detroit 54 58 .482 13.5  
Chicago White Sox 52 58 .473 14.5  
Cleveland 51 59 .464 15.5  

Western Division

Houston 61 52 .540 -       
LA Angels 59 52 .532 1       
Texas 55 55 .500 4.5   
Seattle 52 61 .460 9       
Oakland 51 62 .451 10      

National League

Eastern Division

NY Mets 60 52 .536 -       
Washington 58 53 .523 1.5   
Atlanta 51 61 .455 9       
Philadelphia 45 68 .398 15.5  
Miami 44 68 .393 16      

Central Division

St. Louis 71 40 .640 -       
Pittsburgh 65 44 .596 5       
Chicago Cubs 62 48 .564 8.5   
Cincinnati 49 61 .445 21.5  
Milwaukee 48 65 .425 24      

Western Division

LA Dodgers 62 50 .554 -       
San Francisco 59 52 .532 2.5   
Arizona 55 56 .495 6.5   
San Diego 53 60 .469 9.5   
Colorado 47 63 .427 14      

KANSAS CITY: Detroit Tigers second baseman Ian Kinsler (left) tags out Kansas City Royals’ Ben Zobrist (right) during the third inning of a
baseball game at Kauffman Stadium. —AP

NEW YORK: Mets shortstop Ruben Tejada dives for a ground ball hit by Colorado Rockies’ Nick Hundley during the fourth inning of a baseball game.—AP

Mets win, Royals down Tigers


