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KYUSHU: People stage a rally against the restarting of the nuclear reactor outside the gates of the Kyushu Electric Power Sendai nuclear power
plant in Satsumasendai, Kagoshima prefecture, on Japan’s southern island of Kyushu yesterday. Japan switched on the nuclear reactor yester-
day, ending a two-year shutdown in the energy-hungry country that was sparked by public fears following the 2011 Fukushima crisis, the worst
atomic disaster in a generation. — AFP

TOKYO:  Japan yesterday restarted its nuclear
power programme after a shutdown triggered
by the 2011 Fukushima crisis, as the government
pushes to return to a cheaper energy source
despite widespread public opposition. 

Utility Kyushu Electric Power turned on a
reactor at Sendai, about 1,000 kilometres (620
miles) southwest of Tokyo, at 10:30 am (0130
GMT).  The 31-year-old reactor-operating under
tougher post-Fukushima safety rules-was
expected to reach full capacity around 11:00 pm
yesterday and would start generating power by
Friday.

Commercial operations would begin early
next month, a company spokesman said. The
restart comes more than four years after a
quake-sparked tsunami swamped cooling sys-
tems and triggered reactor meltdowns at the
Fukushima plant, prompting the shutdown of
Japan’s stable of 50 reactors and starting a
pitched battle over the future use of atomic
power.

The accident sent radiation over a wide area
and forced tens of thousands from their homes-
many of whom will likely never return-in the
worst nuclear accident since Chernobyl in 1986.
Decommissioning of the crippled Fukushima
reactors is expected to take decades and com-
pensation expenses-excluding the cost of the
site’s cleanup-now top $57 billion.

Anti-nuclear sentiment still runs high in
Japan and television showed protesters scuffling
with police in front of the plant, which is on the
southernmost main island of Kyushu. 

Among the 200 protesters was Naoto Kan,
prime minister at the time of Fukushima and
now a high-profile anti-nuclear activist. He said
the failure of pro-atomic premier Shinzo Abe to
cancel the restart “cannot be forgiven”.  The
resource-poor nation, which once relied on
nuclear power for a quarter of its electricity,
restarted two reactors temporarily to feed its
needs after Fukushima. But they both went
offline by September 2013, making Japan com-

pletely nuclear-free for about two years.

‘Safety first’ 
The country adopted stricter safety regula-

tions to avoid a repeat of the accident, including
more backup prevention measures and higher
tsunami-blocking walls in some areas. “It is
important to restart reactors one by one from the
perspective of energy security, the economy and
measures against global warming, but safety
always comes first,” Industry Minister Yoichi
Miyazawa told reporters..  Yukio Edano, a senior
member of the opposition Democratic Party of
Japan who criticised Abe for taking a holiday near
Mount Fuji yesterday, said the restart was ill-
advised and “trampled on the grave sacrifice seen
in Fukushima”.  Strengthened safety measures are
key to Abe’s bid to get some of about four dozen
reactors back up and running. The government
wants nuclear power to generate up to 22 per-
cent of Japan’s electricity needs by 2030, a lower
percentage than before Fukushima.—AFP

Japan ends nuclear shutdown 
sparked by Fukushima crisis

Anti-nuclear sentiment still runs high 

KATHMANDU:  Nepal sent in hundreds
of police reinforcements yesterday to a
troubled western region as anger flared
over the police killing of two demonstra-
tors during a protest against the new
constitution.

Schools, shops and factories were
closed in the town of Surkhet, the day
after the two protesters were killed
when police opened fire in a bid to fend
off an attack on the home of a local law-
maker.

Fresh demonstrations were also
being held by protesters opposed to
plans to divide the midwestern region
into two provinces under a draft consti-
tution that seeks to restructure Nepal as
a federal state.

“Hundreds of security forces have
been deployed in Surkhet and surround-
ing areas in case the situation turns hos-
tile,” said national police spokesman
Kamal Singh Bam.

Bam said that police had opened fire
on Monday after the protests in Surkhet
had turned violent.

“After crowds started attacking the
house of a local MP and tried to van-
dalise offices yesterday, we were forced
to use firepower and two protesters
were killed in the firing,” he told AFP.

Under the proposed new constitu-

tion, which has been held up for years
by political wrangling, Nepal will be
divided into six provinces.

An agreement on the borders of the
new provinces was struck at the week-
end, after April’s devastating earthquake
helped bring a halt to the seemingly
endless bickering between rival parties.

But the proposals have caused con-
sternation in several parts of the coun-
try, including in the southern plains and
the midwest.

“Our demand for an undivided mid-
west remains strong,” said Tej Bikram
Basnet, a teacher who joined the latest
protest in Surkhet yesterday.

“We want to keep today’s protest
peaceful and don’t want things to get
out of hand like yesterday,” Basnet
added. Surkhet, located 375 kilometres
(230 miles) west of Kathmandu, is the
capital of the midwestern region, which
includes 15 districts. Lawmakers began
work on a new national constitution in
2008 following a decade-long Maoist
insurgency that left an estimated 16,000
people dead and brought down the
monarchy.

But parties were unable to reach
agreement and the resulting uncertainty
left Nepal-one of the world’s poorest
countries-in political limbo. —AFP

New protests after clashes 
over Nepal constitution

KATHMANDU: Nepalese activists from marginalised Tharu community take part in a
torch rally against the division of Tharu-majority districts in the country’s proposed
federal structure in Kathmandu yesterday. Nepal Prime Minister Sushil Koirala and
other political leaders have appealed for calm as anger flared across the country
against a new draft constitution. —AFP 


